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IRVINGTON—Speed humps, rumble strips, mid-block 
crosswalks and bump outs may be in the future for vehicles 
traveling through Irvington. The town council wants to hold 
a public meeting to discuss a variety of traffic calming rem-
edies for Irvington Road (Route 3) and King Carter Drive. 

The effort to slow down traffic on Irvington Road at 
the hair-pin curve where it intersects with King Carter 
Drive has plagued residents for years. Last week, Virginia 
Department of Transportation resident administrator David 
Brown explained to council the pros and cons of several 
possible remedies.

“Anything that narrows the roadway will slow down 
drivers,” said Brown. Drivers will slow down when they 
travel through an area with parking on both sides of the 
roadway. Brown also suggested bump outs, like those used 
in Kilmarnock and White Stone, and adding mid-block 
crosswalks with pedestrian crossing signage.   

Brown rejected councilman Bob Westbrook’s suggestion 
that VDOT put three-way stop signs at the intersection, 
noting that VDOT records indicate no history of accidents 
there in the past three years. A roundabout was rejected due 

to the amount of private property it would require.
Brown said VDOT would not install speed humps on 

the main thoroughfare of Irvington Road, but they can be 
installed on King Carter Drive. Speed humps are not as tall 
as speed bumps.

He suggested putting down rumble strips on Irvington 
Road by the flashing speed limit signs and on the center 
line for trucks cutting the corner at the curve. However, 
he warned that neighbors and business owners might be 
annoyed by the noise created every time a vehicle drives 
over the strips.

Brown also brought plans to put in new sidewalks on the 
north side of Irvington Road from the convenience store and 
along the road in front of the post office, connecting with 
existing sidewalks. Council gave him approval to start check-
ing with businesses whose property would be affected.

Members asked VDOT to put in a right turn lane on King 
Carter where it joins Irvington Road.

Brown said he will check with VDOT engineers on coun-
cil’s preferences. 

A public meeting will be called in a couple of months 
to discuss the options with residents, said Mayor Rannie 
Ransone.

A small group of ladies gathers 
around a table in the Club Room 

at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury near Irvington. At its head 
a gentleman in sweater and tie beams 
greetings at them, calling each by 
name. He hands each one a printed 
sheet with selected verses from the 
Old and New Testaments. It’s time for 
the Rev. Winfield Talley’s Wednesday 
Bible study class to begin.

Rev. Talley, known as “Reverend” 
or “Preacher” to many who worshiped 
with him over the years, and “Big” 
to his close associates and friends, is 
a man with a broad smile, a strong 
voice and an abiding commitment 
to his faith. Anyone who spends five 
minutes with him could not imagine 
his having done anything else with his 
life. Now officially retired, each week 
he serves as volunteer leader of a small but devoted group that wishes to 
deepen their appreciation for the Word of God.

Rev. Talley was ordained in 1959 by the Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America. He worked as a mechanic in Montgomery, Md., to 
support his family, which grew to include a son and three daughters. In 
Maryland, Talley preached at an independent Baptist church.

In 1975, he bought a farm house in Lancaster County where his mother 
had been born and moved his family to Heritage Point. 

“I needed a place for us to live temporarily while I renovated the old 
place,” he said. The renovations did not pan out, and the Talleys remained in 
their Heritage Point home for nearly 40 years.

The Talleys began attending Millenbeck Wesleyan Church, and before 
long the congregation asked him to become their pastor. For three years he 
spent summers studying at Central Wesleyan College before having his ordi-
nation validated by the Wesleyan Church.

In 1991, Rev. Talley retired from his position as a mechanic and began 
volunteering at RW-C.

“I had an aunt living at RW-C and we used to visit frequently, so I knew 
about the place,” he said.

He was urged to volunteer by RW-C’s activities director and by his daugh-
ter Alice Coates, who was on staff and is now RW-C’s director of social 
services.

His voice resonates melodiously in the confines of the room as he per-
forms an exegetical exercise that makes the language of the Bible come to 
life. Real-world examples and references to the history of the period aid his 
audience in understanding the broader context in which these stories arose. 

These lessons aren’t simply free; they’re priceless.
When he’s not at RW-C, Rev. Talley is working as a volunteer on the board 

at White Marsh Church near Brookvale, or at home enjoying time with his 
wife, Nancy.

It’s certain that every Wednesday he’ll be back at RW-C, ready with 
another lesson. “I plan to keep on doing this as long as I can,” he said.

Freelance writer Larry Mazzeno of Weems contributes to several regional 
publications.

HEATHSVILLE—With the budget 
season just getting into full swing and 
priorities being set, the safety of Nor-
thumberland residents came into focus 
at the February 14 board of supervi-
sors meeting.

First, superintendent of schools Dr. 
Rebecca Gates brought school secu-
rity to the board’s attention. In the 
wake of school shootings across the 
country, each Northumberland public 
school has undergone a safety audit, 
she said. The result of these audits will 
be reflected in the proposed school 
budget which includes funds for addi-
tional security cameras.

“Twenty-nine additional cameras (at 
the high school and middle schools) 
actually, and the cost in the budget, 
just to give you a little idea of what’s 
coming, is $14,500,” said Gates. 

She said new cameras will also be 
needed on 12 of the school buses. Cur-
rently, the bus cameras still use VHS 
tapes. The cost for each new camera is 
$2,000, she said.

Needs at the county sheriff’s office 
were also addressed Thursday night 
and the board voted to hire William 
Henry Harris and Associates to draft 
a renovation plan. Phase one, which 
entails determining a basic plan, will 
cost $10,000, said county administra-
tor Kenny Eades. 

Future costs will depend on which 
plan is selected from the first phase. 
The county is not obligated to move 
forward with phase 2 if the supervi-
sors are not pleased with the initial 
plan.

District 4 supervisor Tommy Tomlin 
made the motion to approve the con-
tract and it was seconded by District 3 
supervisor Jim Long. The motion car-
ried, 4-0. Chairman Ronnie Jett was 
not present.

Other safety concerns included the 
large number of missing road signs in 
the county. District 1 supervisor Joe 
Self said 13 signs have gone missing 
in his district alone. Luckily, they were 
recovered behind a cemetery.

Eades said investigation is under 
way regarding other missing signs.

To help remedy the issue, the board 
unanimously voted to appropriate 
$1,000 to Crime Solvers following a 
motion from Tomlin and a second by 
Long.

A Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation representative noted Westmore-
land County is also missing signs. 

Following a public hearing, Patrick 
Boone, Cheryl Karcic and Maurice 
Johnson were granted a permit to 
establish a tourist home at 150 East 
Harbour Drive near Sunnybank. The 
decision had been postponed twice 
in hopes the applicants could resolve 
concerns from the Bay Harbour 

Estates Property Owners Association, 
the primary opposition to the request.

Boone noted that he had tried to 
meet with the association’s board three 
to four times but could not get them to 
agree to a date.

Johnson said he has only received 
positive responses to the application. 
He said he and his co-applicants are 
not seeking special treatment but 
simply acknowledge the permitting 
process that exists.

“Our position is that we really 
wouldn’t want Northumberland 
County to modify and make special 
cases ‘onsey-twosey’ with any number 
of home owners associations that are 
trying to present opposition. We would 
rather see a uniform application of the 
codes that you’ve already put together 
quite wisely,” said Johnson.

Representing the Bay Harbour 
Estates Property Owners Association, 
Norman Hammer asked the board 
to deny the request because it would 
change the nature of the neighbor-
hood.

Long made the motion to approve 
the request. It was seconded by Tomlin 
and passed, 4-0. 

The second carry-over item of the 
evening, a request by Phyllis D. Swift 
for an extension of a special excep-
tions permit to operate a commercial 
kennel at 38 Blundon’s Road near 
Burgess, was postponed again.

KILMARNOCK—When is a truck a 
truck and when is it a billboard? 

Planning commission members are 
still contemplating that question follow-
ing discussion last week over member 
Steve Bonner’s Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery truck.

For the second month in a row, the 
truck-billboard discussion eclipsed 
everything else on the agenda. After 
being tabled again, it appears headed for 
a third round next month.

The issue resurfaced in January 
because of citizen complaints that 
on weekends the truck is parked on 
property along Main Street direct-
ing people to Bonner’s business on 
School Street. The issue was tabled 
until members could review appro-

priate town ordinances.
In the past, Bonner had parked the 

truck on a Main Street property all week 
but stopped leaving it there on week-
days in response to citizen complaints. 
Because the truck displays large direc-
tional arrows, some people maintain it is 
a directional billboard sign and therefore 
not allowed in the town. Others maintain 
it is parked on private property like many 
other trucks with signage around town.  

Last week, member Les Spivey con-
tinued his argument defining anything 
on wheels as a truck. 

Council liaison Shawn Donahue said 
that in economic hard times the town 
should do everything it can to help out 
business owners rather than regulate 
their ability to succeed.

“We shouldn’t focus on the Kilmar-
nock Antique Gallery,” said Donahue. 

“It should be discussed as a general 
issue,” and not specify one individual.

Bonner said town planner Marshall 
Sebra should have brought the prob-
lem to his attention and not aired it at a 
public meeting.

“Signs will always raise controversy,” 
said Sebra. “I brought this up because I 
see this may become a problem down 
the road.”

“The ordinance doesn’t define ‘sign’,” 
said planner Ann Towner. 

However, Sebra noted all zoning ordi-
nance definitions are included in Chap-
ter 54. Towner suggested planners return 
to the ordinance book and review the 
definitions before the next meeting.

In other business, a review of the 
town’s proposed capital improvement 
projects for fiscal year 2013-14 received 
no comments from planners.

Irvington to consider
traffic calming measures

Planning commission
remains stuck on a truck

Still spreading the good news

Preacher Talley

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

by Larry Mazzeno

Security upgrades won’t come cheap
by Shannon Rice

To your health
Inside, readers will find the 2013 Bay HealthStyles, A guide to healthy living 
in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula.
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

This inspiring presentation of the VWS 
Annual Juried Show is an RAL tradition. 
Included in the 105 painting accepted 
into this prestigious exhibition are those 
of eight RAL members: Marge Alderson, 
Bob Haynes, Linda LaVigne-Long, Rose 
Nygaard, Elise Ritter, Susan Rosen, Gary-
Lou Upton, Tammy Wiedenhaefer. This is 
a guided presentation with comments by 
RAL artists and VWS members.

Organized by the VMFA Office of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309

Rescheduled Forum: 
Virginia Watercolor Society 
Exhibit 2012, Mon, Feb 25,1:00pm

Guided Slide Presentation / The Public Is Invited

Get Tips for the Best Garden Ever 
Register now for 

Northern Neck Master Gardeners’ 
Gardening in the Northern Neck Seminar 
“Getting it Right: Gardening for Success” 

Saturday, March rd-- :  to :  

Exhibit area features vendors and a range 
of horticultural experts 

Doors open at :  at the 
Church of the Nazarene in White Stone 

Download registration form at:  
www.nnmg.org or call ( ) -

Speakers are: 
❁ Mark Viette of Viette’s Nursery, Fishersville, Virginia, 
who will talk about crucial elements for a successful 
garden.   

❁ Michael McConkey, owner of Edible Landscaping in 
Afton, Virginia who will share his insights about the 
attributes of edible plants and their role in providing 
beauty, form and nutrition in our landscapes. 

❁ Joe Murray, arborist and educator, who will speak about 
common tree care mistakes, and the value of “being 
parsimonious with your care”

RICHMOND—As the final day of the 2013 leg-
islative session approaches, joint resolutions honor-
ing two local residents have been agreed to by the 
House and are awaiting approval by the senate.

The General Assembly is scheduled to adjourn 
at noon Saturday.

Meanwhile, the House last Friday agreed to a 
resolution introduced by District 99 Del. Margaret 
B. Ransone of Kinsale, which notes “with great sad-
ness the loss of Luther Everette 
Welch, prominent farmer and 
a cherished contributor to the 
well-being of the Northumber-
land County community.” 

A fourth-generation farmer, 
Mr. Welch was born on January 
7, 1932, and died on Novem-
ber 22, 2012. He is survived by 
his wife of over 60 years, Mar-
garet; children, Marie, Sylvia 
and Alan, and their families; 
many other family members 
and friends.

Among his many accomplishments, Mr. Welch 
donated land and a portion of his collection of farm 
equipment to help found the Northern Neck Farm 
Museum, which named its Luther Welch Agricul-
tural Center in his honor.

Received in the Senate, the resolution on Monday 
was laid on the Clerk’s desk. District 4 Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle and District 28 Sen. Richard H. Stuart 
are Senate patrons of the resolution.

Also last Friday, the House agreed to a resolu-
tion introduced by District 88 Del. Mark L. Cole 
of Fredericksburg, which notes “with great sadness 
the loss of a respected citizen of the Common-

wealth, George Montgomery Van Sant.”
Extremely active in the Fredericksburg commu-

nity, Dr. Van Sant was born on November 20, 1927, 
and died on January 20, 2013. A U.S. Marine, he 
served a 32-year career in education at Mary Wash-
ington College where he was chairman of the phi-
losophy department, marshal of the faculty.

Among his many accomplishments, he was 
honored for his distinguished service to Mary 

Washington with its Grellett C. 
Simpson Award, which recog-
nizes excellence in undergrad-
uate teaching.

A U.S. Marine, he earned 
numerous military awards, 
including a Bronze Star with 
Combat “V,” Purple Heart and 
Meritorious Service Medal. 
He also served 12 years on the 
Fredericksburg City Council.

He moved with his wife to 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury near Irvington in 

2004. He served as a founding board member of 
the Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck, and 
on the board of the Lancaster County Community 
Library. 

He is survived by his wife of 17 years, Milena 
Stamm Van Sant. He also is survived by his daugh-
ter, Mary Van Sant Duncan and her husband, 
Buddy; four stepchildren, Andrea Micklem, Steven 
Votta, Nicole Tomiczek and Brandon Votta, their 
spouses; and nine step-grandchildren.  

Received in the Senate, the resolution on Monday 
was laid on the Clerk’s desk. Sen. Stuart is a Senate 
patron of the resolution.

KILMARNOCK—Northern 
Neck Rotary Charitable Trust 
treasurer Ken Knull recently 
announced distributions total-
ing more than $16,000 to local 
charities  serving Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties.

The grants were from the pro-
ceeds of the 2012 CAPINNÉ 
Charity Dinner and Auction.  

CAPINNÉ stands for Caring 
About People In the Northern 
Neck and over the past 20 years 
more than $500,000 has been 
raised and distributed, accord-
ing to Knull.

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club in partnership with mer-
chants, individuals and faithful 
attendees  raised funds in sup-

House adopts joint resolutions
recognizing two local citizens;
Senate expected to follow suit

Successful series continues
On February 3, Ambassador Robert LeBaron shared his views 
on “Foreign Policy for the Next Four Years” at the Lancaster 
Community Library Sundays at Two gathering. From left, 
Ambassador LeBaron speaks with Jackie Ferriter after his 
enlightening presentation.  

Dr. James “Bud” Robertson and former Virginia Gov. Linwood 
Holton share a laugh after Dr. Robertson’s talk on February 10 
about “Why the Civil War Still Lives.”  Dr. Robertson brought 
history alive by sharing some of the “Untold Stories of the 
Civil War,” which informed and delighted the appreciative 
audience. 

Future sessions
On March 3, actor Michael Kennedy of Irvington with an insider’s 
view on “Spielberg’s Lincoln.”
On March10, Dr. Robert George will share his experiences as an 
aquarian veterinarian with “Doctoring Sharks and All Fish.”
Programs begin at 2 p.m. at the Lancaster Community Library 
in Kilmarnock.

Rotary announces CAPINNE grants
port of charities and programs.  
The distribution is the culmina-
tion of a year of planning, work 
and an evening of great dining 
and fun entertainment, he said. 

Grants went to Rappahan-
nock General Hospital, Cancer 
Indigent Patient Fund; Lan-
caster/Northumberland Inter-
faith Service Council; North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic; 
The Haven Shelter & Ser-
vices; Northern Neck Court 
Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA); Lancaster/Northum-
berland Habitat for Humanity; 
Three Rivers Healthy Fami-
lies; Alzheimer’s Association 
Middle Peninsula/Northern 
Neck; The Boys & Girls Club 
of the Northern Neck; Bay 
Aging, Meals on Wheels & 
Med Carry; and the Northern 
Neck Food Bank; Linking Hope 
& Help, Inc.; and the Hospice 
Foundation of Virginia.

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club will host its next annual 
CAPINNE dinner in July.  

The club meets at 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays for breakfast and 
a program at Lee’s Restaurant 
on Main Street in Kilmarnock. 

 Burn law
The Commonwealth’s 4 p.m. 

Burn Law is in effect through 
April 30, the start of spring 
fire season in Virginia. The law 
prohibits burning before 4 p.m. 
if the fire is in, or within, 300 
feet of woodland, brushland or 
fields containing dry grass or 
other flammable materials.

A violation of the 4 p.m. 
Burn Law is a Class 3 misde-
meanor punishable by up to a 
$500 fine. Those who allow a 
fire to escape are liable for the 
cost of suppressing the fire as 
well as any damage caused to 
others’ property.

 Bridge inspections
The Virginia Department 

of Transportation (VDOT) 
will be inspecting the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. bridge at White 
Stone through the week of 
March 4. At times, otorists will 
be restricted to one lane on the 
bridge while the inspections 
continue.

Crews will be working Mon-
days through Fridays from day-
light to dusk. Motorists should 
expect delays in the work 
zone.

NEWS BREAK

Read it in
the Record!

GOT THE  I TC H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com
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At 

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery 

We Take Consignment Items!! 
Rent Selling Areas ~ Conduct Estate Sales 

We Buy Gold and Silver!! 
(Tea Sets, flatware, odd pieces) 

Voted Eastern Virginia’s BEST Antiques Mall! 
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  

www.virginia-antiques.com  
Email: AntiqueSteve@msn.com 

S pecials

68 S. MAIN STREET
KILMARNOCK 804.435.8758

www.Specialsltd.com

In-Store Warehouse Sale
Today - Saturday

st - 23rd 

**One-Of-A-Kind Items**Special Purchases**
*Many Other Unadvertised Specials Available*

75% off list price on gemstone rings

Large selection of designer jewelry, 
handbags, scarves & accessories 

Now 50%-90% Off

woven

2 Chaise lounges Reg:  $729  NOW:  $499

Assorted glassware ½ Off

All Vietri dinnerware and servingware 
25%-60% Off

Wente Reliz Creek Pinot Noir Reg:  $26.99

 
Pali Alphabets Pinot Noir  Reg:  $27.99

 
Pali Charm Acres Chardonnay  Reg:  $26.99

 

 

 

 

Special:  $8.99 

Special: $8.99

Specials Wine Seller-
Limited Quantities (Net Pricing) 

Free Wine 
Tasting Friday

PRESEASON SALE
 ADIRONDACK CHAIRS

REG:  $249 
SPECIAL $129

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges 
against f ive individuals.
Felonies

Gary D. Brooks, 57, of Heathsville was 
charged February 15 with four counts of 
forgery/uttering and one count of altering/
defacing serial numbers. 

 Brandy N. Bartron, 28, of Yorktown was 
arrested for unauthorized use of a vehicle.
Misdemeanors

 A Turner Lane woman, 54, was charged 
February 15 with domestic assault and bat-
tery.

A Gaskins Road man, 53, was charged 
February 16 with petit larceny.

A Lancaster area man, 34, was charged 
February 19 with domestic assault and bat-
tery.  
Activity report

February 12: Staff responded to a mental 
health emergency on Taylors Creek Road, 
taking into custody a 22-year-old man who 
fled into the woods. Staff assisted Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) with an emergency 
call on Myway Lane and removed a game 
animal carcass that was a traffic hazard in 
the 9000 block of Jesse Dupont Memorial 
Highway.

February 13:  Staff conducted a drug/
firearms sweep of Lancaster High School 
with the canine teams (small quantity of 
marijuana found) and responded to an E911 
disconnect call on Arrowhead Drive (no 
emergency services needed). 

February 14:  Staff received a prescrip-
tion fraud report from a health care provider, 
responded to a possible mental health emer-
gency in the area of Fleets Bay Road, and 
responded to the White Stone area on a par-
ent’s report of a missing 16-year-old (com-
plainant cancelled call before deputy arrived 
and reported the juvenile had returned 
home). 

February 15:  Staff received an illegal 
dumping report from a Dymer Beach Drive 
property owner and responded to a domestic 
disturbance on Turner Lane, to a disturbance 
call on Iberis Road, to Johns Neck Road on a 
complaint of a dirt bike being driven on the 
highway, with Virginia State Police (VSP) to 
a two-vehicle traffic crash at Weems Road 
and James Lane, to Russell Lane to assist 
in the recovery of escaped livestock, and to 
the area of River and White Chapel roads on 
a motorist’s report of a suspicious person/
person in distress. 

February 16:  Staff responded to the 
Topping area to assist Middlesex authori-
ties with a domestic disturbance call and to 
Hatton Avenue after a subject called 911 and 
wanted a ride (intoxicated subject). Staff 
investigated an occupied parked vehicle at a 
Lively area convenience store after the busi-
ness had closed (no criminal incident), noti-
fied Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) of a downed tree blocking Beach 
Road near Pleasant Banks and attempted to 
locate the source of an E911 disconnect call 
that was triangulated in the area near LHS. 

February 17:  Staff responded to Coxs 
Farm Road to assist the game warden when 
three deer carcasses were placed in a drive-
way, responded with EMS to a medical 
emergency on Rivers Landing Terrace, and 
checked on the well-being of three small 
children reported playing near the roadway 
in the 8900 block of Mary Ball Road (chil-
dren were gone when deputy arrived two 
minutes after the call was received). Staff 
received a larceny report from an LHS stu-
dent (2 12” Kicker subwoofer speakers, 400 
amp Kicker amplifier; $300 loss). 

February 18:  Staff responded to a child 
custody/visitation complaint on Chestnut 
Point Road, with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to The Lancashire 
employee parking lot on a report of an 
unknown animal that prevented an employee 

from getting into a vehicle (possibly a fox), 
and with KPD to a domestic disturbance on 
School Street. 

February 19:  Staff received a walk-
in complaint of an assault, a complaint of 
a domestic argument from a Twin Branch 
Road resident (complainant seeking advice 
only), and a curse and abusive language 
complaint from a Brookvale area resident. 
Staff responded to a juvenile behavioral 
complaint on Buzzards Neck Road.

Staff also conducted 18 traffic stops, 
issued five summonses, assisted six motor-
ists, handled five calls for traffic control, 
investigated six building alarms, processed 
one mental health order, logged six inmate 
transports and fielded two calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Virginia Department of Forestry 
responded to an open fire ban violation on 
Whites Lane.

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic crash at Weems 
Road and James Lane, and with the Kilmar-
nock VFD to a kitchen appliance fire on 
Norris Drive.

The Upper Lancaster VFD responded to 
a fire call (controlled burn) on Mary Ball 
Road and Whites Lane and to a brush fire in 
the 3000 block of White Chapel Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 15 individuals.
Felonies

Jerri L. Langford, 37, of Callao was 
charged  February 14 with forgery, grand 
larceny and five counts of petit larceny.

Gary D. Brooks, 57, of Heathsville was 
charged February 15 with two counts of forg-
ery, two counts of uttering and one count of 
grand larceny, all on Lancaster County war-
rants.

Robert F. Holden, 45, of Reedville was 
charged February 17 with communicating a 
threat to bomb, burn or destroy a place of 
assembly and criminal trespass.

Joshua R. Bryant, 28, of Lancaster was 
charged February 18 with breaking and 
entering and maliciously wounding.
Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg woman, 28, was charged Feb-
ruary 7 on two summonses for no dog tags 
and two summonses for no rabies shots.

A Lottsburg man, 29, was charged Febru-
ary 7 on five summonses for no county tags, 
four summonses for no food or water for his 
animals and four summonses for no rabies 
shots.

A Farnham man, 29, was charged February 
14 with failure to appear in the Northumber-
land County General District Court.

A Hague man, 19, was charged February 14 
with failure to obey a court ordered curfew.

A Burgess man, 27, was charged Febru-
ary 15 with failure to appear in Richmond 
County General District Court.

A Heathsville man, 51, was charged Feb-
ruary 15 with two counts of having a danger-
ous dog, one summons for no rabies shots 
and and one summons for no dog tags.

A Heathsville man, 43, was charged Feb-
ruary 16 on three summonses for no rabies 
shots and three summonses for no county 
tags.

A Heathsville man, 18, was charged Feb-
ruary 16 on one summons for no rabies shots 
and one summons for no county tag.

A Burgess man, 31, was charged February 
17 with failure to appear in Northumberland 
General District Court.

A Heathsville man, 39, was charged Feb-
ruary 17 on a summons for allowing live-
stock to run at large.

A Reedville man, 33, was charged Febru-
ary 16 with depriving animals of food/shel-
ter and one summons for no rabies shot and 
one summons for no county tag.

KILMARNOCK—Town police are 
investigating a theft of jewelry at the Kil-
marnock Antique Gallery. 

According to Chief Mike Bedell, a 
review of surveillance video at the store 
indicated at least three people were 
involved in the theft which took place on 
Friday, February 8, about mid-morning 
during store hours.

“These were not random shoplifters,” he 
said. “They knew what they were doing.”

Bedell described the suspects as a man 
and woman of Hispanic descent and a 
white male. All were estimated to be 
in their mid-20s to mid-30s. The video 

shows the suspects entering the store 
around 10:15 a.m. and breaking into the 
jewelry cases about an hour later.

“We took still photos from the video for 
facial recognition” and they were sent to 
the state lab for enhancement, said chief 
Bedell.

Gallery employees reviewed the sur-
veillance videos but did not recognize 
the suspects, said Phyllis Reynolds, a 
spokeswoman for the gallery. Reynolds 
estimated five trays of silver rings were 
stolen from one dealer and a dozen rings 
in 14- and 18-carat gold were stolen from 
a second dealer.

The value of the missing items is 
expected to be several thousand dollars. 

An exact value could not be determined 
until the dealers come into the store and 
inspect their inventory. One dealer is cur-
rently out of state and not expected to 
return until the weekend.

“The theft was not discovered until 
Saturday morning (February 9) when we 
went to show some jewelry to a customer,” 
said Reynolds. 

While one jewelry case had evidence 
of a break-in, Reynolds believes a master 
key was used on the other case because 
there was no damage and the case was 
locked when the theft was discovered. 

Gallery owner Steve Bonner said deal-
ers must provide their own insurance on 
merchandise placed in the gallery.

RICHMOND—Registra-
tion is open for the March 
12 Statewide Tornado Drill.  
Businesses and organizations, 
schools and colleges, and 
families and individuals can 
practice taking cover from tor-
nadoes by participating in this 
annual safety exercise.

“During the past two years, 
62 twisters hit Virginia,” said 
Michael Cline, state coordi-

nator for emergency manage-
ment.  “In fact, in 2011 we had 
the second highest number 
on record.  Ten people were 
killed and more than 100 were 
injured.  More than 210 homes 
were destroyed.  It’s critically 
important that everyone know 
what to do when a tornado 
warning is issued.”

 The annual drill is a joint 
effort of the National Weather 

Service and the Virginia 
Department of Emergency 
Management.  To start the drill, 
at approximately 9:45 a.m., a 
test tornado warning will be 
sent by the NWS to NOAA 
Weather Radios.  These radios 
will sound a tone alert and 
message, or flash to indicate 
a message, simulating what 
people will hear or see during 
an actual tornado warning.  

The test message then will be 
broadcast by many local radio 
and TV stations. 

Registration for the State-
wide Tornado Drill is not 
required, but residents are 
urged to sign up to show their 
support.  Learn more about tor-
nado safety, how to hold a drill, 
and how to register for the drill 
at vaemergency.gov/readyvir-
ginia/stayinformed/tornadoes.

Jewelry thieves hit Kilmarnock
by Audrey Thomasson

Statewide tornado drill is slated March 12

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
 First Aid courses
The Kilmarnock-Lancaster 

County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad recently announced an 
upcoming ASHI  certifica-
tion  course. The free class will 
be held at the KLVRS facili-
ties on Harris Road in Kilmar-
nock.

 CPR & AED  will be offered 
to the public from 5:30 to 9 
p.m. February 25. Advance 
registration is required. Contact 
Capt. Erik Brown at 435-1474, 
or visit kilmarnockrescue@
yahoo.com.

NEWS 
BREAK
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PLAN NOW
PLANT LATER!
Don’t Let Spring Sneak Up On You!

Large Trees, Evergreens, Large 
Screening Plants, Hardscape Designs 

and a complete line of Shrubs, 
Trees & Perennials 

Call to place your 
order today

804-435-3788

presents
““How the Other Half Loves” 

By Alan Ayckbourn
Directed by Rebecca Tebbs Nunn

March 8-9 & 15-16 & 22-23 – Evenings
7:00 p.m. Social Hour – 8:00 p.m. Curtain 

March 24 – Matinee 
2:00 p.m. Social Hour – 3:00 p.m. Curtain

$20 for Adults

Call 435-3776
Pay online - lancasterplayers.org
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UT
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UT

Northern Neck Orchestra
presents

Partially funded by the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts;
the Virginia Commission for the Arts;

the National Endowment for the Arts; and Dominion Resources, Inc.

Piano Concerto in A minor,
William Hume, soloist

Also
Bizet’s Carmen and Rossini’s La Gazza Ladra

3:00 p.m., Sunday, February 24, 2013
Northumberland High School Theater, Claraville

Tickets: adults $20, students FREE
Purchase tickets at Kilmarnock Antique Gallery, Ross’s Rings and Things,
and The Book Nook (Kilmarnock); White Stone Pharmacy (White
Stone); Material Girl Quilt Shop (Burgess); The Health Nut (Callao);
Colonial Collectibles (Warsaw);  and at the box office on the day of
the concert.

For information call 438-5225 or visit www.nnorchestra.org.

Grieg!

KILMARNOCK—A light agenda awaits the Kilmarnock 
Town Council at its next meeting on Monday, February 25. The 
meeting begins at 7 p.m. in the town hall.

Town manager Tom Saunders said there are no action items on 
the agenda.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors will 
hold a public hearing Thursday, February 28, on a special excep-
tion permit request to erect a wireless telecommunication pole. 
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the county administration 
building in Lancaster.

Applicants Jennifer and Larry Benson seek authorization to 
place the pole on a 2.02-acre parcel at 266 Belmont Drive in the 
Heritage Point subdivision.

LANCASTER—County planners will begin discussion on 
a proposed capital improvement budget for fiscal years 2014-18 
at 7 p.m. tonight (February 21) at the county administration 
building in Lancaster.

Public hearings will be held on two chapters of the compre-
hensive plan: Chapter 3, dealing with the county’s potable water 
supply, and Chapter 5, covering public access to the water. The 
commission also will begin discussions on Chapter 6 dealing 
with public facilities, infrastructure and services.

Also on the agenda is an application for a change in zoning 
district classification from general agriculture to general residen-
tial by the Family Maternity Center of the Northern Neck and 
Chesapeake Hospital Corporation (CHC) for 2.03-acre parcel at 
11440 Mary Ball Road. 

While the hospital plans to turn the center into offices, the 
zoning change is to accommodate long-term goals of a possible 
dialysis center, according to Lancaster planning and land use 
director Don Gill.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will con-
vene a special meeting from 9:30 a.m. to noon Saturday, Febru-
ary 23, in the auditorium at Lancaster Middle School.

The consulting firms of DeJong/Richter and RRMM Archi-
tects will present results from their recent community study of 
Lancaster schools.

The presentation will cover a demographic study, educational 
planning for the future, an engineering study, grade level combi-
nations and architectural recommendations and options.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning com-
mission will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, February 21, in the county 
courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

The commission will hold a public hearing to consider pro-
posed zoning ordinance amendments resulting from the commis-
sion’s review of the entire document. A copy of the proposed 
zoning ordinance can be reviewed in the Office of Building & 
Zoning, online at co.northumberland.va.us, or at the Northum-
berland Public Library in Heathsville.

County supervisors must vote on any changes following a rec-
ommendation from the planning commission.

LOTTSBURG—Northumberland superintendent of schools 
Dr. Rebecca Gates will present her proposed budget for the 
2013-14 school year at 6 p.m. Monday, February 25. The meet-
ing will be held in the school board office at 2172 Northumber-
land Highway in Lottsburg.

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will conduct public hearings Tuesday, February 
26, on several fisheries items including flounder limits and barrel 
limits for the upcoming crabbing season.

The commission meets at 9:30 a.m. at VMRC Headquarters, 
2600 Washington Avenue, Newport News.

Habitat permits are generally considered in the morning, fol-
lowed by fisheries items. Hearings on regulation changes will 
begin at noon.

The commission will consider four options for management 
of the 2013 recreational summer flounder fishery to comply with 
interstate requirements.  The 2012 fishery was managed by a 
16.5 inches minimum size limit, four fish possession limit, and 
no closed season. 

The four options for the 2013 fishery are:

no closed season. 

no closed season .

closed season .

no closed season .
Proposed amendments to the crabbing regulations would define 

barrel limits that correspond with previously established bushel 
limits for the upcoming 2013 crab pot season and consider estab-
lishing per trip vessel limits for the crab harvest. 

According to the draft regulations, the lawful season for har-
vesting male crabs would be March 16 through November 30, 
and for females, March 16 through November 20.

Regulations would allow 27 bushels, or nine barrels, for har-
vesters with a legal crab pot license allowing up to 85 crab pots; 
32 bushels, or 10 barrels and two bushels, for harvesters with a 
legal crab pot license allowing up to 127 crab pots; 38 bushels, 
or 12 barrels and two bushels, for harvesters with a legal crab 
pot license allowing up to 170 crab pots; 45 bushels, or 15 bar-
rels, for harvesters with a legal crab pot license allowing up to 
255 crab pots and 55 bushels, or 18 barrels and one bushel, for 
harvesters with a legal crab pot license allowing up to 425 crab 
pots. 

To promote a reasonable conservation of the crab resource, the 
commission will consider establishing per trip vessel limits for 
the crab harvest.  Other amendments propose options to limit the 
use of agents in the crab pot and peeler pot fisheries.

The commission also will hear public comment on the use 
of Marine Fishing Improvement Fund grants for the Virginia 
Marine Products Board to continue test marketing the Chesa-
peake (cownose) ray and the Virginia Institute of Marine Sci-
ence to study male cownose ray movement after mating in the 
Chesapeake Bay.

Additional hearings will address black sea bass possession 
limits and a limited permitting system for American shad. 

KILMARNOCK—John A. 
Kelley recently received a 
certif icate for his service and 
leadership as chairman of the 
Potomac Council from Janu-
ary 2009 to December 2011.

The Potomac Council was 
established in response to 
needs identified by the six 
Virginia Soil and Water Con-
servation Districts in the 
Potomac River watershed 
working with the Virginia 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, said Kelley.

It is composed of represen-
tatives from all six Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts 
in the Virginia portion of the 
middle and lower Potomac 
River watershed and serves 
as a collaborative body to 
promote and facilitate the 
best water quality manage-
ment practices required to 
achieve nonpoint source 

The Agenda
Local Government News

John A. Kelley

Kelley is recognized 
for service as chairman
of the Potomac Council

pollution reductions in the 
waters of the Potomac River 
watershed, he said.

 The Potomac Council cre-
ated and supports the Poto-
mac Watershed Roundtable, 
a regional government-citi-
zen forum whose purpose is 
to promote collaboration and 
cooperation on environmen-
tal concerns, especially water 
quality issues, among the var-
ious local governments and 
stakeholder interest groups 
residing within the Virginia 
side of the middle and lower 
Potomac River watershed.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
American Red Cross River 
Counties Chapter Disaster 
Services program recently 
announced upcoming aware-
ness and training sessions.

Information will be avail-
able on the 24/7 Disaster 
Action Team, said executive 
director Julie Dudley.

Added benefits for disaster 
volunteers include disaster 
course trainings, opportuni-
ties for local and national 
response deployment, pro-
fessional development and 
experience, teamwork and 
collaboration to find solutions 
to common problems in the 
disaster response field, said 
Dudley.

The Disaster Services Over-
view class will be offered 
from 9 a.m. to noon March 9 
at Tappahannock Memorial 
United Methodist Church in 
Tappahannock; April 6 at Town 
Center in Colonial Beach; and 
April 27 at Montross Rescue 
Squad in Montross.

This class is an Instructor 
workshop, designed to intro-
duce participants to the tech-
nology deployed on disas-
ters, said Dudley. It provides 
a brief overview of the four 
activities and how these help 
fulfill the overall mission of 
the Red Cross. This class is 
a prerequisite to all disaster 
classes.

Register at https://classes.
redcross.org/Saba/We/Main, 
or call Constantine Anton at 
757-323-4793. 

Volunteer at https:/vol-
unteerconnection.redcross.
org, or call Jane Bishop at 
435-7669.

To donate, go to red-
cross.org, or send a check to 
River Counties Chapter, P.O. 
Box 1151, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482.

Red Cross 
disaster 
training
sessions set

 Red Cross courses
The River Counties Chapter of the American Red Cross at 39 

William B. Graham Court in Kilmarnock recently announced 
two upcoming courses. Register at 1-800-733-2767, or redcross.
org/takeaclass. Advance registration is required.

Adult CPR/AED will be offered from 9 a.m. to noon April 20. 
The fee is $70. Adult CPR/AED with First Aid will be offered 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 22. The fee is $90.

NEWS BREAK
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

“RCC’s Efforts in Workforce Training:
Continuing the Conversation” 

 
Presented by Dr. Sissy Crowther, President,

Rappahannock Community College 

We’ll continue the conversation begun last August. 
Learn more about what RCC has done to improve 

the economy of the Northern Neck and the quality of 
people’s lives through its workforce training programs. 

 
Music by St. Andrews Presbyterian Church’s 

praise band, the SAPYBs 

February 26 (fourth Tuesday)
7-9 PM, Lancaster Library

235 School Street, Kilmarnock

All welcome!  Enjoy food and conversation!

More info? Call St. Andrews Presbyterian Church at 435-3948.

The Northern Neck Family 
YMCA is conducting its 

fourth annual “Hey Buddy 
Can You Spare a Dime” 
event that raises funds for the 
Guardian program.

“This fundraiser has spon-
sored over 200 youth to 
attend day camp who would 
otherwise not have the oppor-
tunity,” said spokesman Ben 
Estes.  

Participants may pick up a 
jar at the YMCA at 39 Wil-
liam B., Graham Court in 
Kilmarnock, fill it with left-
over change and take it to the 
coin-counting ceremony from 
10 a.m. to noon May 18 at 
the Bank of Lancaster main 
branch in Kilmarnock. There 
will be cookies and drinks at 
the bank collection site.  

Jars also may be delivered 
to the YMCA. To volun-
teer, call Donna McGrath at 
435-0223.

After extensive renovations, 
Rappahannock Community 
College’s Glenns and Warsaw 
Campus library centers are up 
and running in their new quar-
ters with a host of user-friendly 
features.

New purchases of nonfic-
tion books support RCC stu-
dents’ academic coursework, 
while fiction titles indulge their 
reading pleasure. Also avail-
able are movie, documentary, 
and instructional DVDs, books 
on CD, and a variety of local, 
regional, and national newspa-
pers, magazines and journals.

“Library staff members are 
ready and eager to greet you 
when you walk in our doors,” 
says dean of learning resources 
Cherie Carl. “Our circula-
tion service desk is ‘front and 
center’ to create a welcoming 
and convenient environment.” 

In addition, reference desks 
at the rear facilitate one-on-one 
help from the librarians. “Let 
us save you time by showing 
you how to access our great 
electronic resources through 
the library website,” said Carl.

Other up-to-the-minute tech-
nology includes laptop com-
puters that students can borrow 
for use anywhere on campus; 
iPads for use within the library 
centers; and reserve materials 
for specific classes that include 
the TI-83 Plus programmable 
graphing calculator from Texas 
Instruments.

A thorough remodeling of 
the centers’ physical spaces 
has resulted in all-new wooden 
shelving; abundant and attrac-
tive lighting; comfortable seat-
ing and adjacent tables with 
easy access to electrical outlets; 
colors and fabrics coordinating 
with the campus-wide renova-
tions; and several soundproof 
rooms, with or without tech-
nological installations, for 

From left are Kathy Broderick 
and Ben Estes.

YMCA is 
collecting
spare change
to send
children to
day camp

Check it out—RCC library
centers are better than ever

From left, college librarian Loftan Miller and dean of learning 
resources Cherie Carl try out a mediascape work space. This 
high-tech furniture allows six people to link their computers 
for collaborative work appearing on the screen wall in front 
of them.

team projects and other meet-
ing needs. Library users can 
reserve these rooms either by 
phone or in person.

 The Warsaw Campus library 
center doubles as the Rich-
mond County Public Library.

“The children’s library at the 
Warsaw Campus is a jewel,” 
said Carl. “It boasts new 
benches and other seating, and 
interactive and educational 
games. The fiction and nonfic-
tion collections are beautiful 
and accessible on new wooden 
shelving that accentuates the 
many reading choices avail-
able to our children, parents, 
teachers and caregivers.”

New computers, iPads, 

“Smart Table,” and—coming 
soon—a big-screen TV will 
create multiple options for the 
“Story Time” program, she 
said.

In addition to serving the 
college’s students, faculty and 
staff, both library centers are 
open to all Virginia residents.

Hours are 8:30 a.m.-8:30 
p.m. Mondays through Thurs-
days, and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Fri-
days and Saturdays. To contact 
a library, call 333-6710 for the 
Warsaw Campus, or 758-6710 
for the Glenns Campus. Or 
visit the library page at rappa-
hannock.edu/library/, or the 
Richmond County Public 
Library at rcplva.org/.

Dobe Run
Canine Boarding & Daycare

where the stay is great, because we don’t crate!

758-4360 office
Hours: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 7 days a week

Grooming 3 Days A Week
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

By Appointment Only

Animals For Adoption
The Animal Welfare League has many 

animals for adoption to good loving homes. 
The dogs, cats, puppies and kittens change 
rapidly, in lieu of listing them, interested 

persons may call the league at 435-0822 or 
Joyce at 462-0091 to be advised as to what is 
available at that time. Visits to local animal 

shelters also are encouraged.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

From 1974 to 1982 Calvin Sanford repre-
sented the Northern Neck in the Virginia 

House of Delegates with great distinction 
and his characteristic gentlemanliness. Previ-
ously, he had served with the same aplomb on 
the Westmoreland County Board of Supervi-
sors. He enjoyed public service, and spent his 
public career working to keep government 
small and close to the people. When asked 
why he did not introduce more legislation, he 
replied that he saw a significant part of his 
work to be weeding out frivolous and unnec-
essary bills that cluttered the legislative cal-
endar.  

Throughout his career he relied on the 
support and encouragement of his good 
wife, Hester. They lived at Hague, which I 
often have said more appropriately could 
be renamed “Sydnorville,” in reference to 
Hester’s family, many members of whom live 
along its main thoroughfare, Cople Highway.

Hester is the eldest of a large family of chil-
dren. Her brother, Billy Sydnor, like Calvin, 
gave illustrious service to the Westmoreland 
Board of Supervisors for over two decades, 

most of that time in the role of chairman, and 
to the Northern Neck Planning District Com-
mission, which he also frequently chaired. 
Two years ago I penned an item about Billy, 
who is one of the family residents along Cople, 
and who has an extensive farming operation 
across lower Westmoreland County.

Hester, along with her sisters, Lou Sydnor, 
Emma Phillips, and the late Effie Manly, 
also have been the social mainstays of the 

Hague area through their decades of service 
to the programs of Carmel United Method-
ist Church. The church is the home of the 
ecumenical Northern Neck Christian Men’s 
Group, which long has benefited from the 
Sydnor sisters’ incredible culinary skills. The 
lower level of the church consists of a large 
meeting hall with a kitchen where the ladies 
have performed their magic in providing the 
group’s attendees with some of the best cui-
sine in the Northern Neck. On the occasions 
when I attended, every morsel was delicious, 
but in spring their greens, uniformly cooked 
to perfection, always were the highlight of 
the menu.

Hester and Calvin built a new home, obvi-
ously on Cople, in the 1970s, where she con-
tinued to live after Calvin’s death in 1997 
until several years ago. At that time she and 
Lou moved to a new apartment they con-
structed on to the farm home of her daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Betsy and George Sisson, 
next to Hester’s house, thus preserving the 
Hague residency requirement that is virtually 
requisite for all Sydnors.

When we think of great times in the his-
tory of the Northern Neck, often we tend 
to concentrate on days of long ago, without 
realizing that we have had tremendously 
impressive people in our own age. In any 
recounting of those present-day personalities, 
Hester Sanford stands in the forefront. She 
is the epitome of the classic Virginia “grande 
dame,” a lady who always has done her part 
to serve the people of the Northern Neck, 
whether through assisting Calvin in his role 
as a citizen legislator or on her own in serv-
ing the needs of those she encountered in her 
path.

Today is Hester’s birthday, and as one of 
her many admirers who esteem the multiplic-
ity of her accomplishments and appreciate 
the image of the true Northern Neck lady that 
she has manifested all of her life, I join with 
her family and other friends in wishing her 
the best of the day and the year to come. In 
her grace and charm, she completely fills the 
historical definition of a Great Lady in our 
own time.

Happy Birthday, Hester! Ad multos annos!

When we think of great 
times in the history of the 
Northern Neck, often we 
tend to concentrate on days 
of long ago, without realizing 
that we have had tremen-
dously impressive people in 
our own age.

Focal Point

Cold feet

Photo by Hennie McGonegal

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Race, eat, sleep, repeat.
If my nephew Robert Owens could get 

away with it, that’s exactly what he’d do. But 
right now, he’s got other responsibilities—
like school.

Unless you’re a regular at the quarter-mile 
dirt kart track at Brunswick Speedway near 
Lawrenceville, you’ve probably never heard 
of Robert. He races the kart #4.

Last Saturday, I had the opportunity to 
join his family at the annual Brunswick 
Speedway Awards Banquet at the Elm Acres 
Club in Lawrenceville.

Robert, 13, placed second in the 2012 Hot 
Rods points standings for the season. Com-
peting among six racers in the ages 8 to 12 
class, he had 17 starts, seven firsts, seven 
seconds, two thirds and a fourth to tally 65 
points for the season. The class leader had 
78 points.

In the Hot Rods class, Robert races a kart 
that is 32 inches long and weighs no more 
than 260 pounds with him in it. It is powered 
by a Clone engine with a restrictor plate and 
reaches speeds of 45 to 50 miles per hour.

He was presented a plaque and a kart tire 
for placing second in the class. Robert was 
12 when the season started. 

Robert placed first in Young Guns points 
standings. Competing among 10 to 12 racers 
in the ages 12 to 15 class, he had 17 starts, 
nine firsts, two seconds, a fourth, two fifths, 
a sixth, an 11th and a did not finish once to 
tally 123 points. The second-place finisher 
had 113 points.

In the Young Guns class, Robert races a 
separate kart that also is 32 inches long and 
weighs no more than 290 pounds with him 
in it. It also is powered by a Clone engine 
with a different restrictor plate and reaches 
speeds of 50 to 55 miles per hour.

As a track champion he received a racing 
jacket with his name and track logo on it as 
well as a trophy and a tire.

Team members include his dad and team 
manager, Jimmy Owens; his sister and team 
engineer, Jamie Owens; and family friend 
and mechanic, Ken Hodges.

His mother, Karen M. Owens, and sisters, 
Liz and Mason, are among his biggest fans 
on race day.

Robert said he races karts because “it’s 
fun. I like going fast and I like the competi-
tion.”

He also prefers a big field. Racing in a 

pack is more challenging than just following 
the leader around the track, said Robert.

“I like the passing, bumping and banging 
in the pack,” he said.

Winning the class championship puts him 
a step closer to his goal of some day com-
peting in the World of Outlaws dirt track late 
model series, he added. Jimmy raced at Vir-
ginia Motor Speedway in the late ‘80s and 
early ‘90s.

Had Robert been given an opportunity 
to deliver an acceptance speech, he said he 
would have thanked his dad, mom, crew and 
family. He also would have thanked Lynn 
Morris of Lynn Morris Racing Engines of 
South Hill. “That’s who built my engines,” 
he said.

Also, tire specialists Shane and Rebecca 
Bass, and Perry Coachman of S&S Tire who 
helped sponsor the team. The Owens’ family 
business, FAST Ice Cream, also was a spon-
sor.

In Lawrenceville, they know how to “Let 
the good times roll...” More than a track 
motto, it’s a lifestyle.

They sure showed us a good time. The 
banquet portion of the celebration included 
Uncle Leroy’s Brunswick stew, barbecue, 
baked beans, green beans, cole slaw, hush 
puppies and assorted drinks and desserts.

And everybody won. There were hundreds 
of kart parts and promotional items awarded 
as door prizes. 

I won a hat. Robert won a t-shirt and a can 
of tire treatment. Jamie won a car wash gift 
card. Liz won a can of tire treatment. Mason 
won a can of tire treatment and her friend 
Justan McKinney won a t-shirt. Jimmy won 
a backpack. Grandmother Rose Owens won 
a jug of tire wash and a spray bottle. Karen 
won a spray bottle and a visor. Grandmother 
JoAnne Mason won a t-shirt.

For the upcoming season, Robert plans to 
switch gears from the points standing races 
at Brunswick Speedway and hit the road. He 
plans to compete in money races at tracks 
in Virginia, North Carolina and South Caro-
lina.

They’ll be changing out the engines to the 
faster Animal motors with resistor plates 
that allow the driver to reach speeds of 60 to 
65 miles per hour. It’s another step closer to 
his goal.

I’m already missing Uncle Leroy’s Bruns-
wick stew.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

Once again our government 
is arguing a problem to death 
and coming up with the wrong 
answer: It wants to make it 
more difficult for criminals to 
get guns and to outlaw assault 
rifles.

Since neither Newtown, 
Tucson, Virginia Tech, Col-
umbine, nor the LA rogue cop 
shootings were committed by 
neither criminals nor done with 
assault rifles, how could  such 
laws have prevented those 
atrocities?

A critical measure of any gun 
control law should be whether 
it would likely have prevented 
those shootings. Those shoot-
ings were apparently commit-
ted by mentally unbalanced 
people who got access to guns, 
owned by honest people who 
didn’t properly secure them. 
How would the proposed new 
laws have prevented that?

New York City and Chicago 
have very strict gun control 
laws. They make it hard for 
law-abiding people to buy guns 

Set ‘em up
for take over

but criminals get them anyway.
Years ago, in New Jersey, 

I wanted to get my teen-aged 
son a B-B gun for Christmas 
to learn its proper handling. 
In November, I found that I 
needed a permit to even look at 
a B-B gun. I applied in Novem-
ber, and finally got a permit to 
look at a B-B gun the following 
July. But I could have gone into 
any of several bars in Newark 
and bought a Saturday Night 
Special with no problem.

Our government doesn’t 
know how to solve the prob-
lem—perhaps it’s unsolvable 
and we just need to accept that 
sometimes bad things happen 
to good people—but it wants 
to do something, even if it’s 
pointless.

If I wanted to overthrow the 
U.S. government, one of my 
first objectives would be to 
disarm the citizenry. I couldn’t 
do it myself, so I would wel-
come horrific events that would 
motivate the government do it 
for me.

Think about that.
Rob Ransone,

Wicomico Church

Would one of my Tea Party 
friends please tell me again 
how the Kenyan Socialist, 
Communist, America-hating 
President Obama is destroying 
our economy?

Before anyone responds, 
however, you may want to read 
this from Bloomberg Finan-
cial, http://www.bloomberg.
com/news/2013-01-17/corpo-
rate-profits-soar-as-executives-
attack-obama-policy.html

“U.S. corporations’ after-tax 
profits have grown by 171% 
under Obama, more than under 
any president since World War 
II, and are now at their high-
est level relative to the size of 
the economy since the govern-
ment began keeping records in 
1947,” according to data com-
piled by Bloomberg.

“Profits are more than twice 
as high as their peak during 
President Ronald Reagan’s 
administration and more than 
50% greater than during the 
late-1990s Internet boom, 
measured by the size of the 
economy.”

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Profits rising

I have attended the last several 
town center committee meetings 
and have been allowed to voice 
my opinion.

From what I can gather from 
the meetings and talking to Mr. 
Howard Straughan, chairman, 
the town is considering a move to 
the downtown area from the com-
plex presently on the north end of 
town. Several years ago the pres-
ent location was considered the 
best due to the traffic congestion 
on Main Street near and in the 
downtown area.

Well, here we go again. We 
have had an election for three 
council members and the present 
council seems ready to spend over 
one million dollars for a location 
downtown.

The nine acres that was pur-
chased about 10 years ago still 
may be considered. This parcel 

Location, relocation

was purchased to curb develop-
ment and be kept as green space. 
The traffic in this area has gotten 
worse.

I feel the present location is still 
the best choice, as far as safety 
and dollar savings. A new com-
plex could be built on the present 
location or the present building 
added on to at about a third to a 
half of the cost.

The next town council meeting 
is Monday, February 25, at 7 p.m. 
I encourage citizens and business 
owners to attend and be heard on 
this subject.

If the town has such a surplus 
of dollars, why not lower the taxes 
or the water and sewer rates.

Robert E. Wille,
Kilmarnock

“Guns are more accessible to 
children and adults today than at 
any time in our nation’s history.” 
Time and again we have heard 
this statement since the Colum-
bine tragedy, yet nothing could 
be further from the truth.

From 1945 to 1948, I attended 
Theodore Roosevelt High 
School in Washington, D.C., 
which encouraged boys to join 
its Junior ROTC program.  We 
were issued Model 1903 cali-
ber .30-06 Springfield rifles 
and allowed to take them home 
for cleaning and maintenance 
between drill periods.

The high school also had an 

A matter of civility

indoor shooting range in the 
basement, and most of us who 
owned .22 caliber rifles and pis-
tols took them to school, along 
with a box of ammunition, and 
stored them in our wall lockers. 
After class ended, we often spent 
an hour or so using the range 
under close supervision.

We also had access to weap-
ons which were advertised on 
the back of comic books and 
pulp magazines and through our 
local hardware stores for $8 to 
$12. Anyone could buy a gun 
with no questions asked.

Regardless of the easy acces-
sibility of guns in those days, we 
did not have school, drive-by, 
neighborhood, office, movie or 
airport shootings. If so, what is 
different about the way we lived 
then and the way we live now? 
What has occurred over the past  
60 years to create such irratio-
nal, irresponsible and psychotic 
behavior among some people 
of all ages, backgrounds and 
incomes?

We must be absolutely honest 
with our answers to these ques-
tions before we can begin to for-
mulate a plan which will lessen, 
if not eliminate, the senseless 
violence that permeates our 
society today. Perhaps we’ll 
never return to the civility and 
sanity of yesteryear, but for our 
children’s and grandchildren’s 
sake, at least we can try.

William J.Wright,
Irvington

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

The end of the 2013 leg-
islative session is draw-

ing near and is scheduled to 
close on Saturday, February 
23.

Following every legisla-
tive session, the General 
Assembly is required by the 
Constitution to reconvene in 
a “veto” session. The Con-
stitution now requires the 
veto session to begin on the 
sixth Wednesday following 
the end of each session. The 
veto session usually lasts a 
day and cannot exceed 10 
days. During veto session 
the only bills considered 
are those the governor has 
returned without his support 
or his suggested amend-
ments. 

As of February 15, my 
legislation continues to 
make its way through the 
legislative process. So far, 
HB 1390 (Kilmarnock 
Charter), HB 1400 (Oyster 
Replenishment Restructur-
ing), HB 1648 (Low Income 
Sewer Exemptions), HB 
1707 (VEC notice of pen-
alties), and HB 1805 (Salt 
Water Fishing License) have 
all passed the House and 
Senate. They will now be 
sent to the governor for his 
signature to become law.

HB 2346 (School Safety 
Legislation) is my recent 
House Bill that passed 
unanimously on the Floor 
today. The legislation will 
require two mandatory 

lockdown drills each year 
in every school building, 
mandatory school inspec-
tion walkthrough using a 
standardized list established 
by the Department of Crim-
inal Justice and the Board 
of Education; all emergency 
lists and plans must be 
made available to local law 
enforcement and chief first 
responders, and each school 
division must designate an 
emergency manager.

Further recommendations 
from the Governor’s Task-
force on School and Campus 
Safety are working their 
way through the House of 
Delegates. HB 2343 estab-
lishes the School Security 
Infrastructure Improvement 
Fund and the Local School 
Safety Fund, to be adminis-
tered by the Department of 
Criminal Justice Services. 
The Local School Safety 
Fund shall be used to make 
grants to local school divi-
sions to be used to address 
school safety, security, and 
violence prevention needs.

Several delegations vis-
ited from the District last 
week. 4-H day at the Capi-
tol brought students from 
Northumberland and King 
George. Richmond County 
Elementary School children 
also visited the General 
Assembly. We had a fantas-
tic discussion about how a 
bill becomes a law and the 
duties of a state delegate. 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Lancaster County School Board

SPECIAL MEETING
Saturday, February , 

:  a.m. - :  noon
Lancaster Middle School

Media Center
For the Purpose of a Presentation

by
Dejong/Richter and RRMM Architects

Topics
   ● Demographic Study
   ● Educational Planning for Future
   ● Engineering Study Findings
   ● Grade Level Combinations
   ● Architectural Recommendations and Options

Protect Our Schools
Protect Our Students

Support Our Teachers/Staff

PART OF THE SOLUTION

CLERK OF THE WORKS/CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGER WANTED

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library is seeking a part-
time Clerk of the Works/Construction Manager for additions 
and alterations to the Mathews Memorial Library.  Construc-
tion is expected to begin  in April, 2013 and to be completed 
within 7-9 months.  Salary is competitive and negotiable.

Information on the responsibilities and qualifications for the 
position may be obtained at www.mathewslibrary.org or by 
calling 804-725-5155.

Interested parties are requested to submit resume and refer-
ences by email or mail.

Submission deadline:  March 6
Email: librarybuildingproject@gmail.com
Mail: Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
 P.O. Box 127
 Mathews, VA 23109
 Attn:  Maree S. Morgan

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
SPRING IS ARRIVING EARLY AT OUR THRIFT SHOP

COME JOIN US IN THE CELEBRATION OF

OUR THIRD ANNIVERSARY!
FIRST SATURDAY IN MARCH (March 2nd)  10 AM to 4 PM

The shop will be closed all day Friday March 1st for our spring makeover

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!
New spring merchandise

www.animalwelfareleagueofthenorthernneck.org

FINE JEWELERS

86 South Main Street   
Kilmarnock, Virginia  

804-435-1302   
burkesjewelers.com

REFRESH. RENEW. REDO. SALE.

Burkes will be closed February 28 - March 10.

COME INTO Burkes Fine Jewelers BEFORE we close 
on February 28th to REFRESH, RENEW and REDO 
and get 50% OFF every gift item in the store. Spiedel 
and Citizen Watches 50% OFF. Purchase precious 
GEMS and JEWELRY from our select showcase and 
get 60% OFF.      

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows Main Street in Lively, probably about 1930, according to Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum. Photo courtesy of the Bea Johnson Collection

150 Years Ago: February 1863
Union raids in the Northern Neck

General Hooker, new commander of the 
Army of the Potomac, begins planning the next 
Union offensive including attacks on unpro-
tected citizens. While most men of the North-
ern Neck between ages 17 and 50 are away 
serving in the Confederate Army, the remain-
ing residents, including women, children, and 
the elderly, suffer raids on their homes and 
farms. Union troops seize food, clothing, crops, 
livestock, supplies, mail, and slaves.     

Raids in the Northern Neck in February 
1863 set the example for many attacks to 
follow. Three of these raids occur in the period 
of February 12-14: the 8th New York Cavalry 
raid on Warsaw and Hague; the 7th Indiana 
Infantry raid on Mattox Creek, Currioman 
Bay and Nomini Bay; and the 2nd and 6th 
Wisconsin Infantry raid on the Coan River and 
Heathsville.   

Accounts of these raids are recorded in The 
War of the Rebellion: a Compilation of the 
Official Records of the Union and Confeder-
ate Armies, volume 25, part I.  A free digital 
version is online at Cornell University Library, 
Making of America Collection, http://ebooks.
library.cornell.edu/m/moawar/index.html. 
Local author Ed Trexler also provides selected 
transcriptions in his book Civil War Northern 
Neck.

Excerpts from the February 16, 1863, report 
of Col. Lucius Fairchild, 2nd Wisconsin Infan-
try, describe the Heathsville-Coan expedition:

“…I embarked on board the steamer Alice 
Price, from the Lower Belle Plain Landing, 
Thursday, February 12, at 3 p.m., with about 
250 men of the Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers, 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Bragg, 
and 236 men of the Second Wisconsin Vol-
unteers. Steamed down the Potomac River to 
Coan River, where we arrived at 10 a.m. On 
the 13th, disembarked and marched rapidly to 
Heathsville, arresting and detaining as prison-
ers all the citizens living on the line of march, 

to prevent information of our approach reach-
ing that place. The town was completely sur-
prised. From all the information I could gain, I 
am convinced there is no depot of supplies in 
that neighborhood; none were found. I seized 
all mail-matter found, which is herewith trans-
mitted.

I seized 43 horses and mules, 28 of which 
I sent under charge of Lieutenant Dailey, 
Second Wisconsin Volunteers, with 27 men, 
by land, instructing him to seize all stock he 
could on the way, in accordance with general 
orders. Lieutenant Dailey will probably reach 
our lines today. Fifteen horses and mules I 
shipped on board the steamer. I seized about 
10,000 pounds of bacon, 1 box of shoes, 1 bale 
of cotton, 1 part bale cotton, 2 anchors, 1 cable 
chain, 1 wagon, 2 sets harness....

I arrested James Smith, of Coan River, on 
the charge of being engaged with persons 
in running the blockade. He acknowledged 
that he has hauled smuggled goods to the 
Rappahannock River. I think he can give valu-
able information as to the names of persons 
engaged in smuggling….

In Coan River I destroyed three small ves-
sels; in Cod River two—all sunken, but could 
be raised with little trouble. They had all run 
the blockade, and could have been raised again 
for the same purpose.

No considerable force of the enemy could be 
heard.

The commissioners of conscription were to 
have met…but they were notified that our cav-
alry were marching in that direction, and fled 
on the evening of the 12th.

About 70 contrabands [slaves] were given 
transportation on board the steamer….

The property I will turn over to the quarter-
master. Forage can be had in large quantities in 
the neighborhood of Heathsville, if gathered in 
from the plantations round about.”

This article is provided by the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum & Library and Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee.

Civil War Sesquicentennial

(Reprints from the February 
21, 1913, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Virginia Citizen’s 
Editor Is Chosen President

The Richmond-Virginia 
Company, of Richmond, was 
reorganized Tuesday, and new 
officers and board of directors 
were elected.  W. McDonald Lee, 
editor of the Virginia Citizen was 
elected President of Richmond’s 
Democratic Daily.

Mr. Lee is a newspaper man of 
over twenty years’ experience in 
that work, the present  State Com-
missioner of Fisheries, and one of 
the best known men in Virginia. 
He has also served as President of 
the Virginia Press Association.
Crisp News

Gloucester County is going 
to have an agricultural and live-
stock fair that will rival the best 
affair of its kind in Virginia, in 
many ways one that will blaze the 
way for similar exhibitions in the 
Old Dominion.

G. W. C. Lee, eighty years old, 
eldest son of General Robert E. 
Lee, formerly an aid-de-camp on 
the staff of Jefferson Davis and 
president emeritus of Washington 
and Lee university, died at Raven-
sworth, Va., Tuesday.
Lancaster Courthouse

The absence of the scribe from 
your columns has been occa-
sioned by sickness. Six cases of 
grip to nurse within the past few 
weeks has left her but little time 
for social duties.

Lee Pinckard, who has been 
in the merchantile business with 
J. H. Davenport for the past six 
years, left Monday to assume the 
position as manager of the road 
work, the place until recently 
filled by C. B. Goad.

Lancaster has a card club which 
meets with different members 
every Friday night. These fes-
tivities, of course, are suspended 
during Lent.

With two basketball teams, 
football, and baseball, the pupils 
in the school here are getting a 
full amount of exercise.

W. E. Webb, of near here, is 
attending Anti-Saloon League 
Convention in Roanoke this 
week.
Palmer

The fishermen of this place are 
busy getting ready for their spring 
fishing.

R.A. Treakle has returned 
home from Reedville, where he 
has been on business.

Elmer A. Treakle, agent for the 
white flame burners, is in Balti-
more this week. He also expects 

to make a fly fishing trip to Lock 
Haven, Pa., to visit some friends 
he met while at Citizen Springs, 
N. Y. Rumor says one is of the fair 
sex.
Ocran

Millard Ficklin and Frank 
Douglass, of Farnham, spent 
Tuesday and Wednesday with 
friends here.

A surprise party was given by 
Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Humphreys 

on Wednesday evening in honor 
of their guest.

Misses Fannie and Nina Bel-
lows expect to leave this week 
to visit friends in Dothan, Ala.   
They expect to go by ship from 
Baltimore to Savannah, Ga., 
thence by rail.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

Lancaster and Northum-
berland Democrats will hold 
a joint meeting at 7 p.m., 
Monday, February 25, at the 
Bank of Lancaster northside 
branch in Kilmarnock. Doors 
open at 6:30 for refreshments.   

“At the last election we saw 
how effective we could be by 
pooling resources from across 

Democrats will hold joint meeting
the Northern Neck,” said Lan-
caster Democratic Committee 
chairman Jan Smith. “We want 
to keep this momentum going 
for the important state races 
coming up later this year.” 

Meeting together consis-
tently with the Lancaster 
Democrats “we may be able to 
increase our footprint, or influ-
ence, with Democrats in the 
state,” added Northumberland 
Democratic Committee chair-
man Bill Fleischaman.

The meeting will be an 
opportunity to look back at 

past successes, and plan for this 
year’s elections, said Smith, 
beginning with the primaries in 
June. Terry McAuliffe and pos-
sibly other candidates for state 
office will have petitions at the 
meeting to collect signatures.

Among the invited guests 
will be Adam Cook, the Demo-
cratic candidate for Congress 
who ran against Rob Whitman 
in 2012. He will talk about this 
experience, both good and bad, 
his thoughts about another run, 
and what he may need in the 
way of support, said Smith.

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.
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804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444   
www.embracelifeatrwc.org   
132 Lancaster Drive   
Irvington, Virginia 22480 

When John’s aunt, mother and father-in-law decided they were ready 
to move from their family homes, they chose Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury in Irvington, Virginia. They wanted the 
worry-free lifestyle that RWC afforded, and the peace of mind of 
continuing care. RWC offered guaranteed lifetime housing, a vibrant, 
active community and increased levels of care for changing needs. 
For more information about RWC, visit www.embracelifeatrwc.org, 
or call 804-438-4000 today to arrange for a personal tour. Equal Housing Opportunity  © 2013 RWC

“ My family found independence, security,
 community and compassionate care at 
 Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury.”

                                                            — John H. Hunt II 

 

Hair Design Studio 

 is pleased to announce that 

 Michelle Wagner has joined the staff. 

Michelle welcomes her clientele to her 
new location. 

89 South Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 

804-435-6880 

J

BEAUTY

WISDOM

Fine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130
800-684-8873

By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems

by Kyle Lorenzino
Video game players no longer are a sub-

culture in our society. With the greater avail-
ability of such handheld devices as tablets 
and smart phones, access to video games has 
become easy. The titles of many video games 
now are household names.

Since the tragic shooting at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Connecticut, the 
debate over video game violence has been in 
the news again. This debate is not new. In fact, 
video games and their possible connection 
with violence was the topic of much discus-
sion in 1999 following the shooting in Colo-
rado’s Columbine High School, where two 
seniors, armed with guns, killed 12 students 
and a teacher. Later, it was discovered that the 
shooters were avid players of “Doom,” a vio-
lent video game.

As a result of the Columbine shootings, 
video games today are rated, much as movies 
are, and at stores such as Walmart, kids 
under age 17 are restricted from purchasing 

“mature”-rated games.
As with other forms of media, though, 

video games are neutral by nature – neither 
good nor evil. It is how media are used that 
determines whether their impact is positive or 
negative.

Indeed, many video games can have a 
positive impact on children’s lives if they are 
handled properly. Games glorifying violence 
and gore simply for the sake of shock value 
are not suitable for children, but most other 
games might be used to teach children some 
valuable lessons.

Games allowing children to be protago-
nists and make good decisions might have the 
same positive reinforcement value as when 
children are permitted to watch television 
heroes and use their imagination to become 
those heroes. It is normal and healthy for kids 
to want to play the role of “the good guy.”

Here are a few suggestions for parents in 
dealing with videogames for their children:

“M” for “Mature,” it is never suitable for chil-
dren.

might sound, many parents do not do this, 
but it is important. Not only does this provide 
quality time with the children, it is also an 
opportunity to observe the game and decide 
if it is proper for children.

because video games can become an addic-
tion. Video games can trigger a need in the 
brain for quick and easy rewards. Too much 
of this, and a person can become hooked on 
that quick reward.

Therefore, be sure children recognize and 
understand that they should play only those 
video games that do not compromise their 
parents’ Christian values.

Kyle Lorenzino is youth leader on the staff 
at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church in Kil-
marnock. A version of this article was pub-
lished in the February issue of St. Andrews’ 
Family Ministry Messenger.

Some thoughts on video games

A majority of the Virginia 
Republican Party’s candidates 
for statewide nominations are 
expected at the 16th annual 
Reagan Day dinner, spon-
sored by the Lancaster County 
Republican Committee March 
10.

The dinner will be held at 
Indian Creek Yacht and Coun-
try Club, beginning with a 
social hour at 5:30 p.m.

Author Craig Shirley, a 
Reagan biographer, will be the 
featured speaker, and First Dis-
trict Rep. Rob Wittman will be 
master of ceremonies. District 
99 Del. Margaret Ransone will 
also attend, according to Lan-
caster Republican chairman 
Joan Blackstone.

Candidates for statewide 
office attending are State Sen. 
Mark Obenshain and Del. Rob 
Bell, both running for attorney 
general. Of the seven candi-

Several candidates in upcoming 
races will attend annual dinner

The 99th District Tea Party 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
February 26, at the  Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department facility at 5170 
Mary Ball Road in Lively.

Tea Party member Matt 
Wood will present “Tax policy 
in our future – ‘Fair,’ ‘Flat,’ 
VAT or further modifications 
of the present code?” This 
meeting, hosted by the 99th 
District Tea Party, is free and 
open to the public, said presi-
dent Gene Underwood.  

Wood will discuss several 
important aspects of the cur-
rent tax system and an over-

Craig Shirley

dates for lieutenant gover-
nor, those expected to attend 
are Del. Scott Lingamfelter, 
Prince William County Board 
of Supervisors chairman Corey 
Stewart, Bishop E. W. Jackson 
of Chesapeake, and former 

State Sen. Jeannemarie Devo-
lites Davis.

Three other lieutenant gov-
ernor candidates, Stafford 
County Board of Supervisors 
chairman Susan Stimpson, 
State Sen. Steve Martin and 
Pete Snyder, are invited.

Republican nominees for 
attorney general and lieutenant 
governor will be chosen at the 
Republican State Convention 
March 17 and 18 in Richmond. 
Attorney General Ken Cuc-
cinelli is the only candidate for 
the nomination for governor.

The general election is 
November 5.

The dinner fee is $50 per 
person. To make a reservation, 
send a check payable to the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee to LCRC, P.O. Box 
1215, Kilmarnock, VA  22482, 
or call Blackstone at 435-
6464.  

Tea Party to explore tax policy

Matt Wood

view of some possible alterna-
tives to it, said Underwood. 
His talk also will include a 

short look at the current tax 
provisions of the Affordable 
Health Care Act and those yet 
to come.

Wood has a degree in busi-
ness administration from Duke 
University and did graduate 
work in Virginia Common-
wealth University’s MBA 
program.  After six years in 
the U.S. Navy, he worked in 
industrial sales in the south-
east.  Later, he was the inter-
national sales manager for 
a large German machinery 
manufacturer specializing in 
sales to the fine paper industry, 
said Underwood. After retir-
ing, he has worked in personal 
and corporate tax preparation 
in several venues.

First Lady Maureen McDon-
nell recently announced the 
Virginia Executive Mansion’s 
200th Birthday Party will be held 
March 16 at the mansion in Rich-
mond. The event is free to the 
public and will feature music by 
the National Guard’s 29th Divi-
sion Rock Band and George 
Dennehy, birthday cake, and 
entertainment for all ages from 4 
to 7 p.m.

At dusk guests are invited to 
join Governor and First Lady 
McDonnell on the mansion lawn 
for the movie premiere of “First 
House,” a documentary about the 
Executive Mansion, produced by 
Blue Ridge PBS.

“We want to invite Virginians 
to come celebrate 200 years of 
history at the First House,” said 
First Lady Maureen McDonnell.

“Feel free to bring a picnic and 
if you want, tuck some cash in 
your wallet to purchase a tasty 
treat from some of RVA’s finest 
food trucks. Please don’t forget 
to bring your blanket and chairs 
so that you will have a comfort-
able place to lounge when the sun 
goes down and we present the 
movie premiere of “First House” 
on the mansion’s front lawn,” she 
said. “Be one of the first to see this 
film that will take you behind the 
scenes and reveal life, work, and 
play inside of the mansion and 
the governors who have called it 
home over the last 200 years.”

The event is free; however, 
online registration is encouraged: 
vagovsmansion200th.eventbrite.
com/#.

All citizens 
invited to 
Executive 
Mansion 
celebration
on March 26

SUBSCRIBE 
435-1701

RECYCLE

Remember . . . 
What goes around 

comes around.

Rapppahannock Record
We recycle.


