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KILMARNOCK—Superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich last 
week riled several members of the school board and Lancaster 
board of supervisors after he advertised an invitation in their 
names asking the public to participate in a dinner meeting over 
the proposed fiscal year 2013-14 school budget.  

They also were upset that Lukich changed the established 
budget process without discussing it with the school board.  

“The invitation was the first I heard about it,” said District 3 
member and school board chairman Alex Fleet. “I’ve received 
a call from a school board member about this...and I’m going 
over to the school board office to talk with Lukich.” 

After the meeting, Fleet 
reported the public meeting 
will still be held at 4 p.m. on 
Monday, February 11, before 
the school board’s regular 
monthly meeting at 6:30 p.m. Both meetings will be held at 
Lancaster Middle School in Kilmarnock. 

“But there will not be a dinner,” he added.
Fleet said he did not object to Lukich changing the budget 

process to a public meeting since that was the way he handled 
the budget as district superintendent in the late 1970s through 
mid-’80s.

“It’s a board approved meeting,” Lukich said. He claimed 
the process was approved by county administrator Frank Pleva 
months ago and the school board approved the budget sched-
ule at its January meeting.

Pleva denied any knowledge of Lukich’s claims.
“That is absolutely false,” he said. “How do you set a meet-

ing with (supervisors) when you haven’t talked to them about 
it?”

Pleva said he talked to Lukich about how other counties 
handle the budget process but did not give approval to change 
Lancaster’s.

“I wouldn’t do that without taking it to the board of supervi-
sors,” said Pleva.

While three members of the school board missed the exten-
sion of the meeting time to a 4 p.m. start when they approved 
the annual meeting schedule, there was no mention of a public 
meeting with supervisors or a change in the process.

School board members Ella Davis and Don McCann said 
they noted the time and date prior to approving the schedule. 

However, other members said they were not aware the meeting 
would extend the three-hour school board meetings by another 
two and a half hours. In fact, several members said they have 
repeatedly told Lukich to shorten the meetings.

School board member Patrick McCranie said he has voted 
against the long agendas in the past and will continue to vote 
against them. 

When Lukich heard of Fleet’s claim to know nothing about 
the meeting or the budget process change prior to receipt of 
the invitation, Lukich replied, “That’s not true.” 

McCann said Lukich was within his right to change the 
budget process because it is not “set in stone. There’s no set 
protocal,” he said. 

According to board of 
supervisors chairman Butch 
Jenkins, over the past several 
years, the budget has been 
framed by an ad hoc commit-

tee made up of two members from each board, the superinten-
dent and county administrator and the finance directors from 
the school and county. 

“It’s too early in the process for the two boards to be meet-
ing,” he said. “Lukich is putting the two boards in front of the 
public without giving them any information. We have a blank 
piece of paper in front of us. Issues could come up that neither 
board could address. This will be hitting us cold in a public 
meeting in which some members of the public may have pre-
pared statements.”

Jenkins called Lukich’s move unilateral. “We’re supposed to 
be working partners with the school board.”

Lukich said he plans to present his preliminary budget to 
the two boards on Monday and will mail out advance copies 
to the school board this week. When asked if he planned to 
mail advance copies to the board of supervisors, he replied, 
“I can.”

Referencing the invitation, Jenkins said, “It’s hard for us to 
invite everybody when we don’t know there’s a party. Would 
you do this without checking with your school board? We 
don’t need an employee of the school board organizing his 
own show.”  

School board member Bob Smart was also surprised when 
he received the invitation.

“I found it astounding that the invitation was sent out with-

LANCASTER—A cache of Lan-
caster’s historic documents from as 
early as the 1700s, including papers 
signed by Patrick Henry, Benja-
min Harrison, James Madison and 
James Monroe, was uncovered last 
year and turned over to the Circuit 
Court Records Preservation Program 
(CCRP) at the Library of Virginia in 
Richmond. 

Lancaster County Clerk of Circuit 
Court Diane Mumford found the 
documents about a year ago as she 
unpacked the last box of court records 
from the move to the new Judicial 
Center. 

Mumford immediately recognized 
some of the papers as survey plats 
that were separated from case papers 
turned over to the Library of Virginia 
in the mid-1990s. She was also sur-
prised to find chancery records and 
appointments signed by the Common-
wealth’s first governors.

The documents, many in delicate 
condition, were turned over to the 
Library of Virginia’s records director, 
Carl Childs, for restoration and pres-
ervation. 

The Library of Virginia serves the 
work-related information needs of 
members of the General Assembly, 
state employees and state agency 
libraries. They provide research assis-
tance, access to online resources, and 
work with Circuit Courts to provide a 
repository for record-keeping.  

“They were very excited about the 
find,” said Mumford, who serves on 
the Library’s Circuit Court Restora-
tion and Preservation Grants Com-
mittee.   

“The plats are pretty impressive. 
These are unlike any others—they’re 
wonderfully artistic,” said Childs. “For 
some reason, surveyors in the area of 
Lancaster, Middlesex and Northum-
berland spent a great deal of time with 
details while other surveyors around 
the state did simple plats.”

He noted the work of surveyor 
Thomas Dunaway, who took the time 
to fill the corners with designs of 
colorful flowers and leaves, color in 
bodies of water, embellish the com-
pass and include a small rendering of 
the home.

According to the director, plats 
were used extensively in the state’s 

early history. 
“Records document the history of a 

locality,” said Childs. But in the 1990s 
when Lancaster’s case papers arrived 
without the plats, “...there was no 
way of knowing why they were cre-
ated. Putting them together with the 
records, we’re able to solve some of 
the mysteries,” he explained.

The Library’s records include docu-
mentation of divorces, appointments, 
and freedom records of slaves.

“If it was heard in Circuit Court 
it would be in the records,” he said. 
“Court records were critical to prove if 
someone was native-American versus 
African-American, slave or free. It 
was life or death for some people.”

Today, anyone can access the 
Library’s archives of seven million 
chancery documents from 57 locali-
ties and trace family and property 
histories. Childs said many people 
utilize the archives to research family 
genealogy. 

Lancaster’s documents were sent to 
the conservation lab where they were 
mended and cleaned, documented, 
scanned and full size color copies 
were made. Preservationists then put 
the full-size color copies in display 
books or frames and returned them to 
the Lancaster County Clerk of Circuit 
Court office,  where they are now dis-
played. 

A digital repository of the historic 
documents, along with others from 
across Virginia, can be viewed at lva.
virginia.gov.

Lancaster County Clerk of Circuit Court Diane Mumford displays one of 
many historic documents she uncovered after moving into the new Judicial 
Center.

Lost and found: Historic
court records on display

by Audrey Thomasson

Patrick Henry’s signature appears 
on many of the documents, including 
this one, signed in 1786 and available 
for public viewing in the clerk’s 
office.

School budget joint
session is news to some

by Audrey Thomasson

“It’s a board approved meeting.”
—School superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich

Taylor Nelson of Weems was three 
years old when her mom, Jeannie 

Nelson, became the founding execu-
tive director of the Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic.

She spent many hours in the clinic 
and learned how to count by calling out 
prescription numbers. She even made 
the clinic’s first donation box, cover-
ing it in pink hearts “to give it more 
pizazz.”

“The clinic really became my family 
and home, and it still is today,” said 
Nelson. “My mom taught me so much. 
Her passion just to give back and her 
fundamental caring for others, espe-
cially our community, was so infec-
tious that I just sort of took it every-
where I went.”

On Charter Day, Friday, February 
8, at The College of William & Mary, 
Nelson will be honored for the work 
she’s done as a result of that inherited 
passion for helping others. The William 
& Mary senior will be the recipient of 
the 2013 James Monroe Prize for Civic 
Leadership.

“The breadth of her activity alone is 
sufficient to garner the highest acco-
lade,” said assistant vice president for 
student engagement and leadership 
Drew Stelljes. “It is her commitment to 
understanding why such problems per-
sist that is particularly admirable.”

The prize is presented annually to 
a student “who has demonstrated sus-
tained leadership of an unusual quality, 
leadership combined with initiative, 
character and an unfailing commitment 
to leveraging the assets of the college 
community to address the needs of our 

Taylor Nelson to receive Monroe 
Prize for Civic Leadership at W&M

Taylor Nelson will be presented the  
Monroe Prize for Civic Leadership 
during Charter Day activities 
Friday, February 8, at the College 
of  William & Mary. Photo by Stephen 
Salpukas, College of William & Mary

society.”
“It’s absolutely such an honor,” said 

Nelson. “It was very overwhelming 
in a very good way to be recognized 
in this way. I am just so thankful for 
William & Mary and the campus, and 
especially for my mom, who really 
empowered me to do everything I do 
today. It was everyone else who helped 
me become who I am and who helped 
to empower me to do the things that 
I’ve done.”

Nelson, a sociology major and com-
munity studies minor, was active in 

service throughout high school, con-
tinuing to volunteer at the clinic. She 
graduated as the salutatorian of the 
Lancaster High School Class of 2009. 
At William & Mary, the long-time 
community service veteran discovered 
something new.

“It wasn’t until I got to William & 
Mary that I realized that community 
service, community engagement does 
not have to be separate from academ-
ics,” she said. “William & Mary has 
taught me how I can intertwine this 
engagement with my academic studies 
to enhance my understanding of how I 
can make this difference. This became 
really apparent through the commu-
nity studies program and the Sharpe 
Community Scholars … it was just an 
inspiration.”

Building on her experience growing 
up, Nelson began working for Lackey 
Free Clinic in Yorktown. During her 
time there, she has helped with the 
clinic’s day-to-day operations, met with 
local employers to let them know what 
services the clinic can provide and 
wrote four grant proposals to benefit 
diabetic patients. She also conducted 
research on the impact of healthcare 
reform on free clinics, creating an 
options comparison chart that was 
eventually distributed to all of the 
members of the Virginia Association of 
Free Clinics.

But Nelson has not limited her ser-
vice work to the clinic. Combining her 
passion for healthcare, education and 
cooking with the need to address child-
hood obesity and diabetes, she created 
TAYLOR NELSON, continued on page A2

BUDGET, continued on page A2
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

New Exhibit Jan 29 - Feb 23

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Artwork
from RAL Workshops and 

Creative Groups

Valentine’s Day Dinner 

Thursday and Friday February 14 and 15

Fine Dining 

Fridays and Saturdays in February

Cooking Classes

Food Men Love

February 7, 10, and 11

Retro Martini Dinners

February 17, 18, 21, 24, 25, and 28

Reservations and more details

The Hope and Glory Inn

www.hopeandglory.com 
804-438-6053     800-497-8228

her own community-based 
research project on the effects of 
cooking-based nutritional edu-
cation on reducing childhood 
obesity. Partnering with the 
School Health Initiative Project 
(SHIP) and assistant professor 
of psychology Catherine For-
estell, the director of the Center 
for Eating Behavior and Child 
Development, Nelson conducted 
a study within nine Williamsburg 
James City County elementary 
schools in 2011.

Nelson also has been active 
in Branch Out Alternative 
Spring Breaks, helping Teach for 
America teachers and students in 
North Carolina, leading a group 
of students to work with the 
Health Wagon free health clinic 
in Clinchco and serving on the 
executive board for the Branch 
Out program. In that role, she 
coordinated with five community 
partners and trained 18 site lead-
ers for nine spring break trips.

Nelson also served as an 
intern with Global Playground, a 
D.C.-based nonprofit started by 
William & Mary alumni Edward 
Branagan and Douglas Bunch. 
She also interned with Ashoka 
in Dublin, helping to coordinate 
the Change Nation summit at the 
32nd annual MacGill Summer 
School, which focused on the 
role of social entrepreneurship in 

Ireland’s economic recovery.
“[Social entrepreneurship] 

looks at giving back and com-
munity engagement in ways I 
hadn’t thought of before, such 
as looking into social innovation 
and the challenges of measuring 
social impact,” she said.

As she prepares to graduate 
in a few short months, Nelson is 
considering pursuing a degree 
in social entrepreneurship. For 
students who have a few more 
years to get involved in com-
munity engagement at William 
& Mary, Nelson urges them to 
not be afraid to “put themselves 
out there.”

“In community service and 
community engagement, there 
are lots of ups and downs, but 
you never really know what 
could happen if you never put 
yourself out there,” she said. 
“Taking a risk and putting your 
whole heart into it can be scary 
at times, but most of the time it is 
worth every minute of it.”

Nelson, who has worked in 
numerous communities, said the 
community at William & Mary 
is one of the main reasons she 
chose the university. She wants 
her fellow students to always 
remember the sense of commu-
nity that they found at William 
& Mary and use that memory to 
better the communities around 
them.

“We all make a difference in 
some way, big or small,” she 
said. “You do not have to change 
the world to make a difference. 
To me, making someone smile 
can make a big difference in 
their life at that moment.”

When Nelson receives the 
Monroe Prize on Charter Day, 
hundreds will applaud her work, 
but there is one person who will 
likely be cheering the loudest: 
her mom.

“Mom started crying when I 
told her,” said Nelson. “She just 
always believed in me from the 
start, and I think that contributed 
so much to who I am today.”

Candidate visits
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Terry McAuliffe visited the Rappahannock Community 
College Kilmarnock Center on the occasion of its first-year anniversary. From left are RCC 
president Dr. Elizabeth “Sissy” Crowther and McAuliffe. They watch as a volunteer rescue 
squad demonstrated resuscitation techniques on a dummy for a class of nursing students. 
Former Del. Albert Pollard accompanied McAuliffe’s campaign swing through the lower 
Northern Neck, which also included a stop at the Northern Neck Food Bank in White Stone. 
Photo by Audrey Thomasson

RICHMOND—Virginia’s 
registered voters will elect a 
governor, lieutenant governor 
and attorney general this year, 
and several supervisors and 
school board members will be 
elected locally. 

While the Tuesday, Novem-
ber 5, general election is several 
months away, statewide candi-
dates are jockeying for position 
throughout Commonwealth.

Republicans are planning for 
a convention May 17 and 18 in 
Richmond, while the Demo-
crats are focusing on a state-
wide primary June 11. 

The Republican field of can-
didates seeking nomination was 
corralled by a January 14 party 
deadline. Democrats seeking 
nomination must file their can-
didate declarations between 
March 11 and March 28, other 
candidate forms by March 28 
and the party chairman must 
certify the candidates by April 
2.

As the only person to file for 
the Republican Party nomina-
tion for governor, Ken Cuc-
cinelli of Fairfax is that party’s 
candidate.

Seven Republicans are 
seeking the lieutenant gov-
ernor nomination, including 
Jeanmarie Davis of Vienna, 
E.W. Jackson of Chesapeake, 
Scott Ligamfelter of Wood-
bridge, Steve Martin of Ches-
terfield, Pete Snyder of Fair-
fax, Corey Stewart of Wood-
bridge and Susan Stimpson 
of Falmouth.

Rob Bell of Albemarle 
County and Mark Obenshain 
of Harrisonburg are seeking 
the Republican nomination 
for attorney general.

On the other side of the 
fence, Terry McAuliffe of 
Arlington is campaigning for 
the Democratic Party nomi-
nation for governor.

Democrats Ralph S. 
Northam of Norfolk and 
Aneesh Chopra of Arlington 
are seeking the lieutenant 
governor nomination.

Mark Herring of Leesburg 
and Justin Fairfax of Spring-
field are seeking the Demo-
cratic Party nomination for 
attorney general.

Tareq Salahi of Arlington 
has announced he will run for 

Politicans saddling up
for statewide campaigns;
local seats to be decided

governor as an independent.
Local posts

Lancaster County voters 
in Districts 1 and 5 will elect 
members to the board of super-
visors and the school board. 
The District 1 positions are 
now held by supervisor F. W. 
“Butch” Jenkins Jr. and school 
board member Robert Smart. 
The District 5 positions are 
held by supervisor B. Wally 
Beauchamp and school board 
member Alexander McD. 
Fleet.

Northumberland voters in 
Districts 2 and 3 will elect 
members to the board of super-
visors and the school board. 
The District 2 positions are held 
by supervisor Richard F. Haynie 
and school board member Dean 
W. Sumner. The District 3 
positions are held by supervi-
sor James M. Long and school 
board member Myrtle Phillips.

Candidates have until June 
11 to file for the November 5 
election, or June 17 to be certi-
fied by a party chairman. 

Potential candidates for local 
office may consult the Virginia 
State Board of Elections web-
site at sbe.state.va.us/indexhtml, 
or the local voter registrar.

In Lancaster, the voter regis-
trar is Susan P. Jett. Her office 
is in the administration build-
ing at 8311 Mary Ball Road in 
Lancaster. Her phone number 
is 462-5277 and her email 
address is sjettt@lancova.com. 
The office hours are 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 :30 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays.

In Northumberland, the voter 
registrar is Kathy Goddard. Her 
office is in the courthouse at 72 
Monument Place in Heaths-
ville. Her phone number is 
580-4655. Her email address is 
kgoddad@co.northumberland.
va.us. The office hours are 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays.

Taylor Nelson
continued from page A1

Read it in
the Record!

out the board approving the meet-
ing,” he said. Smart noted that he 
and Davis were the designated 
members of the ad hoc commit-
tee. Since they were not replaced 
at the January restructuring meet-
ing, he said they continue to rep-
resent the school board in prepar-
ing the budget with the county. 

“No vote was taken to change 
the structure of the committee or 
dissolve it. They can’t just go in 
there and abolish the ad hoc com-
mittee,” said Smart.

Also, he said it was inappropri-
ate of the superintendent to offer 
a dinner for attendees at taxpayer 
expense. 

“Lukich has not informed the 
board of this....he continues to 
keep us in the dark.” Reading 
from Lukich’s contract, Smart 
said, “...the superintendent must 
keep all members of the board 
informed of information that is 
relevant to the board.” 

The Lancaster school board 
planned to meet in a closed 
session February 6 to review 
Lukich’s performance. Fleet said 
he would not be making any 
announcements of the outcome 
of that meeting until several days 
after the regular school board 
meeting.

Budget
continued from page A1
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Pack a lunch

& take Grandma

to the Zoo!*

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Pack a lunch

& take Grandma

to the Zoo!*

Washington
ZOO Excursion

*And Mom and Dad and Grandpa Too!

Saturday, May 18, 2013

Adults $60.00  Children $30.00 with paying adult - nonrefundable

RAIN OR SHINE!

Valentine’s Dinner 
Thursday, February 14th 

and Friday, February 15th 
5:00-9:00pm 

 
Amuse 

Vegetable Wellington 
Squash, Zucchini, Red Onions and Mushroom Duxelle Wrapped in 

Puff Pastry with Balsamic Reduction  
First Course 

Red Pepper Soup 
Stewed Red Bell Peppers, Garlic and Cream Garnished with Lump 

Crab and Crème Fraiche  
Second Course 
Caprese Salad 

 Heir Loom Tomatoes, Fresh Mozzarella, Chiffonade of Basil with 
Salt and Pepper. Finished with Honey Balsamic Drizzle  

Third Course 
Sweet & Sour Sea Bass 

Fresh skin on Sea Bass pan seared with Sweet and Sour Glaze served 
over Risotto with Haricot Vert 

OR 
Filet Mignon 

Grilled to perfection topped with Béarnaise Sauce served with Garlic 
and Chive Mashed Potatoes and Haricot Vert   

 

Fourth Course 
Cayenne Chocolate Paté With Pistachio Brittle and Whip Cream  

Call for reservation today 804-462-0080 
$79.95 a couple   Our menu will also be available both nights

 Nothing says
   “I Love You”
     like diamonds

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

68 South Main St – Kilmarnock
WWW.SPECIALSLTD.COMS pecials

Just in Time for Valentine’s Day

Trollbeads Trunk Show
February 7-10 

FREE Trollbead with the purchase of 3
FREE silver bracelet with the purchase of a decorative clasp

FREE gift with any Trollbeads purchase

New Spring Release Beads 
Available Now

Newly Retired Beads in Stock

Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30
 Sunday 11:00-3:00

804-435-8758

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins 
this week reported charges 
against 16 individuals.
Felonies

Bryan A. Moreland, 18, of 
Montross was charged January 
28 on a direct indictment with 
distribution of a controlled sub-
stance on school property and 
distribution with the intent to 
sell.

Taurean Tyree Ball Johnson, 
30, of Heathsville was charged 
January 28 on a direct indict-
ment with creating explosives 
and a bomb threat. Johnson 
was arrested by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

James R. MacCarraher, 33, of 
White Stone was charged Janu-
ary 30 with breaking and enter-
ing, grand larceny and several 
indictments from the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court. 
MacCarraher was arrested by 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office.

LANCASTER—The jury 
trial of Karlide Anthony Hard-
ing for the July 2011 murder 
of Joseph Maurice Waller has 
been postponed to April 16. 
According to court documents, 
the case was delayed because 
a witness for the Common-

wealth was not available.
Waller was killed after 

attending a yard party on 
Irvington Road near Kilmar-
nock. According to testimony 
at Harding’s preliminary hear-
ing, he and Walter Eric Taylor 
Jr. allegedly argued with 
Waller at the party. Harding’s 
body was discovered in a yard 

across the street the following 
morning.

A grand jury indicted 
Harding in July 2012 on first 
degree murder, unlawful 
wounding, malicious wound-
ing, attempted abduction of a 
second victim and destruction 
of that victim’s vehicle.

Last week, Lancaster Cir-

RICHMOND—The Court of 
Appeals of Virginia on Friday 
granted a petition for appeal 
in the case of convicted rapist 
Calvin Tucker of Lively. 

Thomas M. Hendell and Eliz-
abeth Hurd of Dunton, Simmons 
and Dunton in White Stone are 
representing Tucker’s appeal. 
Hendell would not comment on 
the case and Hurd could not be 
reached.

The grant of appeal does not 
necessarily mean there will be 
a retrial. Should the panel of 
judges determine there is suf-
ficient chance of error, they can 
send the case back to Lancaster 
Circuit Court for retrial, dismiss 
it in its entirety, or make a ruling 
in the case and remand it back 
to Circuit Court for action not 
inconsistent with their ruling.  

Tucker, 36, was found guilty 
in Lancaster Circuit Court last 
year of a break-in and the rape of 
an 89-year-old woman in Lively 
in January 2011. Judge Joseph 
E. Spruill Jr. sentenced Tucker to 
a total of 85 years in prison.

Tucker continued to profess 
his innocence during the trial 
and sentencing despite what the 
judge called “overwhelming evi-
dence” against him, including 
DNA matches.

KILMARNOCK—A man wearing sun-
glasses and a hooded sweatshirt under his coat 
held up the First Union Bank on North Main 
Street shortly after 1 p.m. Tuesday. He did not 
get very far before he was arrested by town 
police. 

Chief of police Mike Bedell arrested Horace 
Mondy III, 50, after recognizing him from bank 
video. Bedell said he drove around to some of 
Mondy’s known hangouts until he spotted him, 

all within two hours of the robbery. Mondy did 
not resist arrest.

According to Chief Bedell, Mondy was 
unarmed when he allegedly walked up to the 
counter, handed the teller a bag and demanded 
cash. Bedell said $8,950 was taken. 

Mondy, of New South development in Kilmar-
nock, is being held in Lancaster jail.

Lancaster sheriff’s deputies assisted Bedell 
and officer Tony Cox in the arrest. A bag of 
money was recovered but it was not immediately 
known if it contained all of the funds taken. 

Zina Middleton recognized by county
The Lancaster board of supervisors last week recognized Zina Middleton with a plaque of 
appreciation for 12 years of service as administrative assistant and deputy clerk. Middleton 
served under former county administrator Bill Pennell and county administrator Frank Pleva 
and now works in a similar capacity for the City of Newport News. From left are supervisors 
Wally Beauchamp, Butch Jenkins, Jason Bellows, Middleton, Ernest Palin and William Lee. Photo 
by Audrey Thomasson

Alleged bank robber
caught within 2 hours

by Audrey Thomasson

Petition
for appeal
granted in
rape case

by Audrey Thomasson

Karlide Harding murder trial delayed
by Audrey Thomasson cuit Court judge Harry T. 

Taliaferro III refused to accept 
a plea agreement from Taylor, 
a co-defendent in the same 
case. Taylor was indicted for 
first degree murder, aggravated 
malicious wounding and mali-
cious wounding.

Taylor tried to plead guilty 
on January 26 to a lesser charge 
in exchange for his testimony 
against Harding. However, the 
judge argued it was inappro-
priate to accept the plea agree-
ment prior to Harding’s trial 
since the state would have no 
recourse should Taylor renege 
and not testify for the state.

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Jonathan R. Merrill, 24, 

of  King George was charged 
February 1 with breaking and 
entering, grand larceny and 
damaging property.

David M. Harcum, 62, of 
Wicomico Church was charged 
February 1 with breaking and 
entering, petit larceny and dam-
aging property.

Andre Lamont Noel, 39, of 
Lancaster was charged Febru-
ary 1 with breaking and enter-
ing, petit larceny and damaging 
property.
Misdemeanors

A Richmond County woman, 
55, was charged January 27 
with threatening communica-
tions and arrested by the Rich-
mond County Sheriff’s Office.

A Callao man, 40, was 
charged January 29 with failing 
to appear in Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Callao man, 27, was 
charged January 29 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Heathsville man, 48, was 
charged January 29 with threat-
ening communications over the 

phone. Subject was arrested by 
the Middlesex County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Lancaster man, 34, was 
charged January 29 on a direct 
indictment with curse and abuse 
and assault and battery. Subject 
was arrested by the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office.

A Callao woman, 29, was 
charged January 30 on a Rich-
mond County warrant with 
using threatening language 
over the phone.

A Reedville man, 22, was 
charged January 31 with driv-
ing under the influence and 
reckless driving.

A Callao man, 48, was 
charged January 31 with driv-
ing under the influence and fail-
ing to stop for a police officer.

A Chesterfield man, 38, was 
charged January 31 with fail-
ing to appear in Northumber-
land County General District 
Court. Subject was arrested by 
the Hanover County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Lancaster man, 28, was 
charged February 2 with selling 
alcohol without a license.

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster County Unit of The Sal-
vation Army provided Christ-
mas for 75 children throughout 
the county and five families 
with Christmas dinner.

Dianna “Dee” Carter thanked 
everyone who donated time or 
money.

When the holidays approach, 
she asks people to donate their 
time to ring the bell between 
the Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays.

“Once again, thank you all 
from the bottom of my heart,” 
said Carter.

The Salvation Army accepts 
donations all year long, she 
said.

To help, call Carter at 
435-1960.

Salvation Army 
serves 75 children
and five families

Spread the

Love
Adver t ise with us!

435-1701



A4   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

RICHMOND—There’s bit-
tersweet news for the Chesa-
peake Bay blue crab. The gen-
eral crab and young blue crab 
populations are very healthy, 
according to the head of the 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission.

Commissioner Jack Travel-
stead last week said the crab 
population in the bay has 
reached 764 million—the high-
est in nearly 20 years.

“The good news is, blue 
crabs are not overfished,” said 
Travelstead.

However, the population of 
adult female blue crabs, which 
the crabbing industry relies 
upon for the next generation of 
stock, is low.

“The number of spawning-
age crabs, the adults in the pop-
ulation, declined last year,” he 
said. “Fairly significantly.”

In 2011, the population of 
spawning-age females was esti-
mated at 194 million, approach-
ing the target of 215 million. 
But in 2012, a survey found 
only about 97 million spawn-
ing-age females. This comes 
close to 70 million, a number 
that would officially label blue 

crabs as “overfished.”
Those figures come from 

the 2011-12 Winter Dredge 
Survey. Travelstead discussed 
the survey with the Legislative 
Sportsmen’s Caucus, a group of 
General Assembly members.

Literal overfishing isn’t the 
issue, Travelstead said. The 
state has about 15 regulations 
to help protect the blue crab 
population, including a short-
ened crab potting season, and 
restrictions on the number of 
crab pots allowed.

So why were the survey 
numbers low?

One theory explaining the 
decline in blue crab stock 
is that, because of the fairly 
warm winter, crabs were too 
active, Travelstead said. When 
it’s warm, crabs don’t bury in 
the mud and would outrun the 
equipment that would catch 
them for the survey.

Travelstead points out, how-
ever, that if this were the case, 
then the recent harvest would 
have been very good. “But it 
wasn’t,” he said. “This summer 
we had a relatively—by com-
parison with recent years—
poor harvest.”

The yield didn’t pick up until 
the fall, a boost Travelstead says 
the industry will need again this 
year. The Chesapeake Bay crab 
industry is an important part of 
Virginia’s economy.

According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Association, there was roughly 
$70 million in commercial 
dockside landings in 2008 and 
2009. An overfished categori-
zation would hurt the economy 
and the watermen who make a 
living off the Chesapeake.

“The important thing to 
remember is we get new num-
bers in April,” said Travelstead. 

Despite the sharp decline 
in adult females, the blue crab 
population is not at a danger-
ously small level. Depending 
on the new survey, the previ-
ous year may not mean much, 
and adult blue crab popula-
tions could be far higher than 
in 2012.

Travelstead also addressed 
the question of opening the 

winter crab dredge fishery. 
Crab dredging allows the har-
vesting of crabs while they are 
dormant in the winter. For five 
years in a row, the VMRC has 
made the decision to close the 
winter dredge fishery.

“One of the things we lack in 
our understanding of the winter 
dredge fishery is, in addition to 
what it harvests, what impact it 
is having on the resource,” he 
said.

The equipment used in the 
dredging, in addition to har-
vesting crabs, can damage or 
kill other crabs. Even some of 
the crabs that are caught have 
been damaged and can’t be 
sold.

Travelstead announced a 
study into the actual mortality 
rate of crabs while using this 
method. The study involves 
four commercial dredgers with 
scientists aboard counting the 
number of damaged crabs. So 
far, the numbers have ranged 
from 3 to 15% depending on 
the area.

“At some point, if the stock 
stays healthy, we’re going 
to have to reopen that fish-
ery,” said Travelstead. “We’re 
not going to be able to make 
the argument that the fishery 
shouldn’t be opened.”

50 East Church
has what he wants this Valentine’s Day

Guns, Ammo, Supplies, $25 Transfers
FFL Dealer

Call For Details

Ammo Now Available
Taking orders for AR-15s

New selection every week!!!!

We Still Consistently Pay the Most 
For Your Gold and Silver

Antiques Coins and Collectables
Militaria, Toys and Items From the Past

Gold and Silver Bullion

We Buy, Sell and Trade
3rd Year In Business

Free Research on Items
Free Estimates

Inexpensive Jewelry Repair

804-435-8722
Monday -  Friday 10 am - 5 pm

Saturday 10 am - 3:30 pm  •  Closed Sundays

Fabulous finds for you & your home

538 Rappahannock Drive • 436-8505

Get her something 
she’ll LOVE this 
Valentine’s Day!
New Selection of Scarves, 

Jewelry, Hand Bags and More!
Gift Cards & Gift Wrap Available.

Northern Neck Orchestra
presents

Partially funded by the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts;
the Virginia Commission for the Arts;

the National Endowment for the Arts; and Dominion Resources, Inc.

Piano Concerto in A minor,

William Hume, soloist
Also

Bizet’s Carmen and Rossini’s La Gazza Ladra
3:00 p.m., Sunday, February 24, 2013

Northumberland High School Theater, Claraville

Tickets: adults $20, students FREE
Purchase tickets at Kilmarnock Antique Gallery, Ross’s Rings and
Things, and The Book Nook (Kilmarnock); White Stone Phar-
macy (White Stone); Material Girl Quilt Shop (Burgess); The
Health Nut (Callao); Colonial Collectibles (Warsaw);  and at
the box office on the day of the concert.

For information call 438-5225 or visit www.nnorchestra.org.

Grieg!

Let us arrange your
Valentine’s Flowers
The Flower Cart

804-435-3957 • 800-993-2278
51 Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

PLAN NOW! 
Don’t Let Spring Sneak Up On You!

Large Trees, Evergreens, Large 
Screening Plants, and a complete line of 

Shrubs, Trees & Perennials 

Call to place your 
order today

804-435-3788

GLOUCESTER—Virginia’s commer-
cial watermen are taking a lead role in 
defining the future for the blue crab fish-
ery.

In an effort supported by the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission (VMRC), 
crabbers from across coastal Virginia have 
formed the Virginia Blue Crab Industry 
Panel, according to a news release.

This panel brings 
commercial water-
men representing 
diverse gear types 
together with fish-
eries managers and 
conservation groups 
to design a long-
term blue crab man-
agement system to meet conservation and 
management goals while also achieving the 
economic and social goals of the industry. 
The new panel will complement the work 
of VMRC’s existing Blue Crab Manage-
ment Advisory Committee that focuses on 
shorter-term management needs.

The panel will consider the longer-term 
view of the commercial blue crab industry 
and think more broadly about how the blue 
crab fishery will be managed in the next 

five years and beyond.
Panel members are William Mullis, 

chair, of B&C Seafood, Gloucester; Ida 
Hall, part-time crabber, Heathsville; Kevin 
Wade of J&W Seafood, Deltaville; and 
commercial crabbers James Dean Close of 
Mathews, Ken Diggs Jr. of Poquoson, Ty 
Farrington of Poquoson, Spencer Headley  
of Reedville, Jim Hudgins of Cardinal and 

Mark Sanford of 
Cheriton.

Virginia’s Blue 
Crab Industry 
Panel has identified 
long-term priori-
ties on which they 
will focus. These 
include:

within the fishery; 

watermen into the industry; 

-
native management strategies that may 
benefit the commercial blue crab fishery 
and its fishermen. 

One of the initial focal areas is to explore 
a pilot electronic harvest reporting program 

for crabbers around the state. In addition 
to that focus, the panel is also engaged in 
the ongoing winter crab dredge research 
study.

VMRC Commissioner Jack Travelstead 
supports the panel and is “encouraged by 
[their] commitment to discuss issues and 
propose conservation measures that [they] 
envision as crucial to the long-term sus-
tainability of the blue crab resources and 
fisheries.” 

Parallel efforts in Maryland, where there 
is a similar industry-led process under way, 
and Virginia may usher in a new style of 
fisheries management within the Chesa-
peake Bay where commercial watermen 
have a leadership role in exploring alterna-
tives to current management and commit 
to co-management of the resource with the 
state regulatory agency.

The panel urges participation from addi-
tional interested crabbers. Virginia’s Panel 
meets from 1 to 5 p.m. the last Sunday of 
the month at the Crowne Plaza Hampton 
Marina Hotel. The next meeting will be 
held February 24.

Contact information and panel materi-
als are accessible from vacrabbers.com, or 
contact Paula Jasinski at 824-3945.

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Chesapeake Bay Program’s 
analysis of recent data on the 
health of the Chesapeake Bay 
and its watershed shows an 
ecosystem that is resilient, 
even as it remains impaired 
and population continues to 
increase. 

The “Bay Barometer: Spot-
light on Health and Restora-
tion of Chesapeake Bay and 
Watershed,” released in Janu-
ary offers a science-based 
snapshot of current water-
shed-wide progress toward a 
healthy bay ecosystem.

Although health indicators 
continue to reflect the real-
ity of an impaired bay and 
local waterways, significant 
restoration actions and pollu-
tion reductions give officials 
cause for optimism.

“While we clearly have a 
lot of work to do, the bay is 
resilient and we have reason 
for hope,” said Chesapeake 
Bay Program director Nick 
DiPasquale. “We know this 
complex ecosystem will 
respond to restoration efforts 
and we expect to see encour-
aging news for 2012 data. 
This includes news such 
as the increase in juvenile 
crabs, early reports of per-
haps the smallest ‘dead zone’ 
in over 25 years and restora-
tion accomplishments that 
will result in more positive 
health indicators in years to 
come.”

DiPasquale also noted that 
partners are making signifi-
cant progress toward improved 
water quality by putting their 
local pollution-reducing plans 
into action. Partners include 
Delaware, Maryland, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Virginia 
and West Virginia; the Dis-
trict of Columbia; the Chesa-
peake Bay Commission; the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, as well as many 
other federal agencies; and 
advisory groups of citizens, 

Crab survey shows good and bad trends
by Stephen Nelsen
Capital News Service

Watermen dip into blue crab management

One of the initial focal areas 
is to explore a pilot electronic 
harvest reporting program for 
crabbers around the state.

Bay shows signs of resilience, according to Bay Barometer
Progress toward meeting
the Chesapeake Bay Total

Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
Estimates indicate that between July 2009 

and June 2011, as a result of pollution-reducing 
practices implemented:

pounds —21% of the TMDL target.

pounds—19% of the TMDL target.

of the TMDL target.
Source: “Bay Barometer: Spotlight on Health and 
Restoration of Chesapeake Bay and Watershed,” released 
in January 2013 by the Chesapeake Bay Program.

scientists and local govern-
ment officials.

In just two years, partners 
estimate they moved 20% 
closer to their goal for reduc-
ing nitrogen, 19% closer for 
phosphorus and 30% closer 
for sediment.

“The strides the bay part-
ners are making to meet our 
water quality goals under 
the bay pollution diet show 
we’re taking the bay restora-
tion effort seriously and our 
reporting systems are getting 
better and better, improving 
our own accountability,” said 
DiPasquale.

Among data released in the 
Bay Barometer:

-
solved oxygen standards.

poor.

low—less than 1% of historic 
levels

streams are in poor or very 
poor condition

Flats grass bed survived 
Tropical Storm Lee in 2011.

section witnessed dramatic 
increases.

-

tion, once threatened, remains 
stable and above target.

population, though down, is 
still within sustainable range, 
and early news of the high-
est number of juveniles since 
1993 gives hope for good fig-
ures on 2012 and in 2013.

the 2012 dead zone was the 
smallest since 1985.

increased 240 miles of for-
ested buffers, largely planted 
by rural landowners.

were opened for use by migra-
tory fish to reach necessary 
spawning grounds.

opened, giving people access 
to the water.

acres of land have been pre-
served since 2000.

“For 30 years, Chesa-
peake Bay Program science 
has been informing policies 
throughout the watershed,” 
said DiPasquale. “The Bay 
Barometer provides a year-
end snapshot of the Chesa-
peake Bay’s health and 
efforts to protect and restore 
it, based on data from our 
partnership of more than 500 

scientists, researchers and 
experts. It gives us an oppor-
tunity to look at the cumula-
tive data and reflect on what 
it means for the bay and the 
people who live here. I feel it 
is a great time for optimism, 
if we continue moving in the 
right direction.”

Looking at data over time 
helps scientists understand 
natural variations as well as 
the long-term effects of res-
toration efforts. The data pro-
vided in the Bay Barometer 
reflect the bay’s health over 
the course of many years, 
and in some cases, decades. 
The publication provides a 
snapshot of the best available 
information from 2011 and 
2012 on the bay’s health and 
current efforts to protect and 
restore our national treasure 
and its watershed.

Full data and information 
can be found under “Track 
the Progress” at chesapeake-
bay.net. 
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14 NORTH MAIN ST.   
KILMARNOCK, VA 22482 
804.436.9010     
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LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK
LL
FF

Jean’s Bargain Center
Consignment Shop

 

ANNUAL STOREWIDE
1/2 OFF SALE

(FEW EXCEPTIONS)
 

Friday & Saturday, February 8 & 9
(Snow Date: February 15 &16)
Clothing, Household, Jewelry…

And Much More!!

Great Selection—Great Savings

DON’T MISS IT!
Rt. 360 between Heathsville & Burgess

804-580-2850
Tell a friend, better yet, bring a friend!

FLORIST

At

We Design For You!

3443 irvington road   irvington, va 22480

At 

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery 

We Take Consignment Items!! 
Rent Selling Areas ~ Conduct Estate Sales 

We Buy Gold and Silver!! 
(Tea Sets, flatware, odd pieces) 

Voted Eastern Virginia’s BEST Antiques Mall! 
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  

www.virginia-antiques.com  
Email: AntiqueSteve@msn.com 

Join us for your Valentines Day celebration
Reservations accepted

Hi, I’m Bentley! 572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
www.bentleysgrille.com

Opening on Thursday 
February 7th.

www.BentleysGrille.com

Wine Dinner February 11th
Reservations required

Complete menu at

FINE JEWELERS

  Burkes Fine Jewelers. 
It’s a Northern Neck Tradition.

86 South Main Street   Kilmarnock, Virginia
804-435-1302   burkesjewelers.com

x

 “I’ve been hooked  
     on you since 

 the day we met.” 

The “Hooked on You” 
bracelet is from the 

Bay Bangles Collection by 
Burkes Fine Jewelers.

Remember your special someone 
on Valentine’s Day, February 14th.

NEWPORT NEWS—Antic-
ipating a $2.5 million influx in 
state money, the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission on Janu-
ary 22 approved the 2013 oyster 
replenishment plan.

Conservation and Replenish-
ment Department head Dr. Jim 
Wesson outlined a program to 
plant oyster shells on a variety 
of public oyster rock. During his 
presentation, he noted the plan is 
based on some $2.5 million in 
Gov. Bob McDonnell’s proposed 
budget now before the General 
Assembly.

This would be the largest 
appropriation ever of state funds 
for oyster replenishment in the 
history of the agency, he said. 
Every $1 spent on planting oyster 
shells yields $7 in economic ben-
efit when the oysters grow to 
market size, he noted.

The plan was approved, 6-0-1, 
with associate commission 
member Rick Robins abstaining 
because of his interests in the 
industry.

Related procurement notices 
have been posted at mrc.virginia.
gov/mrc_procurement_info.
shtm.

The notices address the avail-
ability of seed oysters on public 
rock in the Great Wicomico, 
Piankatank and Corrotoman 
rivers for harvest by private 
industry for planting on private 
oyster ground leases; the intent 
to purchase oyster larvae for 

“spat on shell” operations; an 
invitation for blue crab indus-
try participants to participate 
in the  “spat on shell” planting 
on private grounds; the intent 
to transplant seed oysters from 
the James River to the Nomini 
River; the intent to harvest shell 
cultch for transport and planting 
on oyster grounds on the seaside 
of the Eastern Shore; and the 
intent to pay $0.15 per pound for 
the processing of cow nosed rays 
harvested from the waters of the 
Commonwealth.
Flounder

Among other fisheries items, 
the commission agreed to hold a 
public hearing at noon February 
26 on an amendment regarding 
recreational summer flounder 
size and creel limits. The purpose 
of the amendment is to comply 
with interstate management plan 
requirements.

The commission will consider 
four options for 2013 including 
the 2012 regulation calling for 
a 16.5-inch minimum size, four 
fish limit and no closed season. 
Other options are a 15.5-inch 
minimum and four fish with 
no closed season, a 16-inch 
minimum with four fish and no 
closed season, and a 16.5-inch 
minimum with five fish and no 
closed season. 

The commission also will 
consider an industry request to 
increase the landing limit of the 
commercial summer flounder 

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission Crab Man-
agement Advisory Com-
mittee will meet at 6 p.m. 
February 11 at VMRC head-
quarters at 2600 Washington 
Avenue in Newport News.

The agenda includes the 
establishment of barrel limits 
in addition to bushel limits, 
proposed limits on the use 
of agents in the crab pot and 
peeler pot fisheries, tending 
requirements for crab gear and 
updates on the reconsideration 
of crab violations in terms of 
sanctions and a crab dredge 
gear study.

COLONIAL BEACH—
The Potomac River Finfish 
Advisory Committee will 
meet at 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, February 13, at the PRFC 
office in Colonial Beach.

The agenda will include 
a report from the pound net 
sub-committee; black sea bass 
and summer flounder seasons, 
sizes and possession limits for 
commercial, recreational and 
charter fishing; striped bass tag 
quotas.

Any recommendations devel-
oped by the committee will be 
forwarded to the PRFC for 
consideration prior to imple-
mentation.

KILMARNOCK—At its 
next meeting, the Kilmarnock 
Planning Commission will 
review proposed revisions to 
Chapter 1 of the town’s com-
prehensive plan. The introduc-
tory chapter addresses demo-
graphics and history.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, February 12, in 
the town hall.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. Thursday, February 14, in 
the county courts building at 39 
Judicial Place in Heathsville.

A public hearing will be held 
at 7 p.m. to consider a request 
from John Matthew McShane 
and The Great Wicomico 
Oyster Company to modify 
a conditional use permit that 
restricts tumbling oysters in the 
commercial aquaculture opera-
tion to weekdays only. The 
company has applied to allow 
it on Saturdays as well.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
February 11, at 2172 Northum-
berland Highway in Lottsburg.

The board will receive public 
input and entertain preliminary 
discussions on the 2013-14 
school board budget.

Special acknowledgements 
will include School Board 
Appreciation Month and 
Career and Technical Educa-
tion Month.

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Oyster/
Clam Advisory Commit-
tee will meet at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, February 12, at the PRFC 
Office in Colonial Beach.

The agenda will include 
an oyster harvest report and a 
report from the oyster group 
on the rotational natural oyster 
harvest plan, oyster bushel 
limits and oyster measure-
ments.

Any recommendations devel-
oped by the committee will be 
forwarded to the PRFC for 
consideration prior to imple-
mentation.

WHITE STONE—There 
are no public hearings on the 
White Stone Town Coun-
cil agenda tonight (February 
7). The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. in the town office.

According to town man-
ager Patrick Frere, the “light” 
agenda  will include reports 
from the public safety and 
building/external environment 
committees and the police 
chief, as well as a budget and 
finance report from Frere.

VMRC okays $2.5 million oyster replenishment plan
fishery outside of Virginia from 
10,000 to 12,500 pounds per 
15-day landing period, effective 
the first Monday in March.
Permits

At the request of Yankee Point 
Racing and Cruising Club, the 
commission reconsidered its 
September 25, 2012, decision 
to approve a 50-foot pier with a 
50-foot-L-head for transient use 
by club members, with a maxi-
mum of nine vessels rafted on the 
outboard side extending from the 
club’s leased property on Meyer 
Creek at 734 Oak Hill Road in 
Lancaster.

The commission unanimously 
approved the club’s request to 
extend the pier to a total of 62 
feet channelward from mean low 

water. As stipulated, no more 
than nine vessels can be moored 
to the pier, no outboard mooring 
piles and no more than two ves-
sels moored abreast. A royalty 
was assessed at a rate of $1.50 
per square foot for the entire area 
occupied by the pier and nine 
vessels.

The commission also unani-
mously approved Robert 
G. Smith’s application for a 
72-foot-long by 10-foot-wide 
timber commercial pier with 
four piles at his property on 
Cockrell’s Creek in Northum-
berland. Smith will be assessed a 
royalty of $2 per square foot for 
the encroachment of the com-
mercial pier over state-owned 
submerged land.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Do something special this Valentine’s Day.

Start or add to a Chamilia bracelet for her.

Sterling Silver, Crystals & Gems 
in contemporary designs.

Always open until the last minute.

(804) 776-7766

-

Spread the

Love
Adver t ise with us!

435-1701
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

When my good wife asked what this 
week’s topic would be, and I responded, 

“The movie, ‘Lincoln,’” she cautioned that 
I not be a spoiler for those who have not as 
yet seen it. Saturday evening we had gone as 
a family to see the film in all its grandeur. It 
truly is an epic, replete with casts of thou-
sands, great scenes, and interesting dialogue, 
and it reflects a significant achievement for 
the Virginia Film Office, which encouraged 
its production here in The Old Dominion.

It is a long film, but the action moves quickly. 
A more proper title might have been “Lin-
coln’s Last Three Months,” as the saga begins 
in January 1865, and ends with the president’s 
death on April 15th. Another possible title, 
or at least a subtitle, might have been “The 
Debate Over the Thirteenth Amendment to 
the United States Constitution.”  

The movie used Richmond and Petersburg 
scenes, most notably depicting Jefferson’s 
Capitol as the U.S. Capitol. The superimposed 
dome was not overly successful, and did not 
reflect the continuing construction of the 
building during Lincoln’s presidency. Some 
of the interior scenes were more realistic, and 
with one notable exception, followed authen-
tic décor.

That exception came with the president 
saying he was going over to “Blair House” to 
speak with Preston Blair. At the time, Blair 
House, today the President’s Official Guest 
House, was still the residence of the Blair 
Family.  As such, a more accurate term might 
have been “Mr. Blair’s house.”  

Once in the house, the parlor setting con-
tained some fine period furnishings that 
included a Victorian coffee table. The diffi-
culty therein rests in the authenticity of the 
room. Victorians did not have coffee tables, 
and the one in the movie is clearly a cut-

down version, which is a later adaptation that 
became popular in the 1950s. In the 1860s, 
that table should have been a full-scale parlor 
table, upon which tea might have been served. 
The modern coffee table had no part in the 
mid-19th century.

The assassination, my referencing of which 
I trust does not “spoil” the outcome for anyone 
who has completed second grade in school, 
and Lincoln’s death in the Peterson house 
across the street from Ford’s Theater, was both 
factual and evocative. The scene of Tad Lin-
coln in a theater box, in what seems to be at a 
play in another theater, where he learned of his 
father’s shooting when a master of ceremonies 
bursts out on the stage, might be an authentic 
rendering, but it seemed implausible.

Lincoln’s assassination always has intrigued 
me not only historically, but personally. My 
great-grandfather, an Irish immigrant, who 
had come to America in 1832 and made a suc-
cessful life for himself that culminated in his 
owning a large house on the corner of 13th 
and G Streets in Washington, liked to take 
walks after dinner in the evening.  

On that fateful Good Friday evening, he 
was walking up 10th Street not realizing that 
the Lincolns were attending the performance 

at Ford’s Theater.  According to our family tra-
dition he saw all the crowds and excitement, 
but kept walking not aware that the president 
had been shot. He learned the news the next 
morning; thus, he was something of a non-
witness to history.

He lived on in Washington until 1880 when 
he died and was buried in Mount Olivet Cem-
etery, also the final resting place of Mary 
Surratt who was hanged, almost certainly 
unjustly, for having harbored the assassins in 
her rooming house, and that of Major Wirz, 
the commander of the Confederate Prison 
Camp at Andersonville, Georgia.  

When he died his widow sold the big house 
at 13th and G for $3,500, and “downsized” 
to smaller quarters on Capitol Hill. The new 
home cost $800. By 1900 the $3,500 house 
already had reached over $100,000, thus prov-
ing that inflation is not a new phenomenon.

“Lincoln” is a significant achievement in 
popularizing history, and I do not demean its 
worth by noting these few flaws. If it succeeds 
in teaching the public about that most criti-
cal time in our history, when all might have 
been lost, it will have served a purpose that 
our non-reading generation otherwise might 
have missed.   

According to our family tradi-
tion he saw all the crowds and 
excitement, but kept walking 
not aware that the president 
had been shot. He learned the 
news the next morning; thus, 
he was something of a non-
witness to history.

Focal Point

Watching geese in Northumberland County

Photo by Garnett Fisher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

(Reprints from the February 7, 1913, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)
Northern Neck R. R.

The Northern Neck Construction Co., of New 
York, it is reported has awarded the contract for 
the construction of the Richmond, Washington 
and Chesapeake Railway, popularly known as 
the “Northern Neck Railroad,” to Lane Bros. 
Co., railroad builders, of Altavista. The dispatch 
names $1,400,000 as the contract price and 
states that work will begin at once.

Beginning at Doswell, on the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg & Potonac, and Chesapeake and 
Ohio, 23.8 miles from Richmond, the road will 
run east through Caroline, King William, King 
and Queen, Essex, Richmond and Northum-
berland Counties to Wicomico, on the Chesa-
peake Bay, which will be its eastern terminal. It 
will cross the Rappahannock at Tappahannock. 
The road will be a little more than eighty miles 
long.
Boat Notes

The Men’s Association of Fredericksburg has 
been notified that the Maryland, Delaware and 
Virginia Railway Company will fix a date in the 
near future for a conference on the question of 
putting a boat on to ply between Fredericksburg 
and some point on the lower Rappahannock for 
the benefit in that section who desire to make 
Fredericksburg their trading post. 
Irvington

Fannie C. Hall, of Princeton University, N. J., 
is guest at the editor’s home.

Andrew Ashburn has come as a helper at the 
Citizen office and at the editor’s house.

Miss Nellie Ford, student at the Fredericksburg 
Normal School, is home on a few days visit.

Wm. R. W. Harding, Miss Ruby V. Smith and 
William J. Haynie were in Norfolk this week.

A number of townsmen are improving the time 
by gardening this beautiful spring like weather.

F. B. Squires was an ‘out-of-town’ guest at 
Miss Gunby’s reception Wednesday night, given 
in honor of Misses David and Lawson.

Capt. A. B. Hudgins, of the Commodore 
Maury, was in Mathews this week visiting his 
family and attending the Obsequies of Capt. 
Alex Winder.
White Stone

Dr. B. H. B. Hubbard has a new Mets automo-
bile and is using it in his extensive practice.

 A. W. Dunton, Jr., is sick and under a physi-
cian’s care.

Mrs. Geo. L. Squires near here, entertained at 
dinner Sunday evening a number of friends.
Ottoman

Henry Storm, of Mollusk, who recently cut 
his right foot nearly off, and has been treated at 
the Maryland University Hospital, Baltimore, 
returned home Monday and is now being treated 
by Dr. Geo. H. Steuart.

At the home of Mr. and Mrs. Howard Snead, 
near Molusk, was held one of the most delight-
ful informal dances of the season Monday night. 
The guests were from the surrounding vicinity, 
comprising married and single people, and all 
joined in for a good old-fashion dance.

Purnell Warren is visiting relatives at Merry 
Point, and was here several days last week.

Mr. Weston, assistant principal of our high 
school, recently lost his father. We extend to him 
our sympathy.

(Transcribed by Stephen A, Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Nuseun and Library) 

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

On Thursday of last week, 
I reported to Lancaster High 
School to participate in some 
mock interviews with soon-to-
be graduating seniors.

Ms. Karen Hutchins had 
arranged to have some seniors 
practice their interviewing skills 
before they are put to the test. 
Because I was a bit early, Ms. 
Hutchins suggested I wait in the 
library and read some maga-
zines until my fellow volunteers 
arrived.

In the encounters that took 
place around me, I was struck 
by the collaborative learning 
environment that seems to exist 
among students and faculty. 
Everyone was cordial toward 
me and toward one another, and 
students were all articulate, neat, 
clean, polite, focused and on-
task. Dr. Waltrous and the faculty 
of LHS are to be commended.

With only one exception, each 
of my five students was a little 
nervous initially, and I could see 
the wisdom of scheduling this 
practice exercise. Their resumes 
were very professional in appear-
ance and reflected a combination 
of part-time work and diligence 
with respect to academic, ath-
letic, and community service 
endeavors. I would have hired 
any one of them.

I hope that citizens of Lan-
caster County will take advan-
tage of any opportunity to visit 
the school and witness what I 
observed last Thursday.

Andrews J.  Billups III,
White Stone

Impressed 
by LHS encounter

The Second Amendment is 
not about hunting. It is not even 
about personal defense, per se.

It is about thwarting tyranny.
Stalin took the guns. Mao took 

the guns. Hitler took the guns. 
Now Obama wants the guns.

Our Constitution cannot be 
outlawed through legislation. It 
cannot be disannulled by uncon-
stitutional executive orders.

“But when a long train of 
abuses and usurpations, pursu-
ing invariably the same Object, 
evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism, it is 
their right, it is their DUTY, to 
throw off such Government, and 
to provide new Guards for their 
future security.”—Declaration of 
Independence 1776.

From the record gun sales 
across this nation, apparently, 
millions of Americans intend to 
do their duty.

I pray to God Almighty, in the 
Holy name of Jesus, this lawless 
administration does not pull that 
trigger.

 Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Duty calls

The Northumberland Asso-
ciation for Progressive Stew-
ardship (NAPS) opposes the 
land application of sewage 
sludge.

“DEQ’s preliminary decision 
is to approve the permit for a 
10 year term.” Sludge can only 
be disposed every three years 
and both soil analyses and a 
nutrient management plan are 
required by law every three 
years, not every 10 years.

Only 30% of the nitrogen 
(N) in sludge is used by the 
first crop compared to about 
65% from chemical fertilizer. 
The remainder is pollution. 
State recommendations to 
reduce chemical fertilizer for 
three years following sludge 
disposal on fields should be 
required.

The amount of phosphorus 
(P) being disposed is astro-
nomical compared to crop 
requirements and the “cap” 
has no basis in science. Soils 
are ranked “High” in P, requir-
ing no more than 40 pounds 
of P per acre for corn. Yet 120 
pounds of P per acre is sched-
uled to be disposed.

Both the Clean Water Act 
and the Code of Virginia pro-
hibit “…escape, flow or dis-
charge of sewage sludge into 
state waters, in a manner that 
would cause pollution of state 
waters …” It is established and 
uncontested that N concentra-
tions are high in groundwater 

Opposing sludge

beneath agricultural fields and 
that in settings like Northum-
berland and Lancaster counties, 
shallow groundwater discharges 
continuously, some of it directly, 
to tidal (navigable) waters. 
Therefore the disposal of sewage 
sludge in Bay Act Counties is a 
violation of both federal and state 
law.

We urge citizens to con-
tact DEQ as per their public 
announcements before Febru-
ary 14 (Anita Tuttle, DEQ Pied-
mont Regional Office, 4949-A 
Cox Rd., Glen Allen VA 23060) 
and request a public hearing to 
address these, and other issues 
(health, odor, pharmaceuticals, 
other unregulated chemicals, 
etc.) as they apply to our unique 
tidewater counties.

Bill Estell, 
NAPS president, Heathsville

I have watched Kilmarnock 
grow from a small, drive-
through town into a shopping 
mecca for our area.

As  I watch our freedoms 
disappear and small business 
squashed on a federal level, it 
makes me ill that it is happen-
ing on a local level. 

Don’t you get it?
 More business brings more 

tax dollars for Kilmarnock. If 
people put a sign on their truck 
directing busness to their loca-
tion, so be it. That is no differ-
ent than the large billboard at 
the edge of town advertising a 
business in Warsaw.

Mr. Bonner has done much 
to improve Kilmarnock. Local 
government needs to help small 
business if we are to survive in 
these troubled times.

Please put aside petty back-
biting and take positive steps to 
help our small businesses grow 
and prosper.

If not, you will see “FOR 
RENT” signs up and down 
Main Street and beyond.

Gail Griffith,
Reedville

Just a sign

Valentine’s Day is Thursday 
. . . and you still don’t have a 
sweetheart for snuggling?

Maybe you should go out 
this weekend and try your luck.

Chances are the competition 
will be fierce. Cupid’s working 
overtime, so you might want 
to brush up on your favorite 
pickup lines.

I’m offering these sugges-
tions, especially if you’re look-
ing for a Riverneck lover.

They aren’t necessarily 
gender specific. So if you’re 
a woman looking for a good 
man, or a man looking for a 
good woman, good luck.

I can’t guarantee results, but 
who would you sooner trust, 
me, or some cherub with a bow 
and quiver of arrows?

In no particular order, you’re 
welcome to use these:

tattoo.

new outboard.

windshield cleaner.

you in heat?

planting and put our two lips 
together.

heaven, cause they’re missing 
an angel.

guilty as charged.

stuck on you. 

you’re prettier than every dog 
in the field.

regret what we do tonight come 
morning, we can sleep past 
noon.

have been answered.

duct tape.

than my pickup truck.

I’d check you out.

you intoxicating.
-

ville, because you’re the only 
ten I see.

prime rib when I see it.

directions to your heart.

on fire.

angler, you sure hooked me.

mean.

common, are you sure we’re 
kin?

got a six-pack of beer and a 
bluegrass compilation.

team jersey, just give me your 
name and number.

we split up, will we still be 
cousins?
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N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

17 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

www.noblett.com

J

BEAUTY

WISDOM

Fine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130
800-684-8873

By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems

Come join us on 
Valentine’s Day!

Open Tues. - Sat. 5 till Closing
4357 Irvington, Road, Irvington, VA

804-438-6363
www.natestrickdogcafe.com

Do You Remember?
These two old and undated postcards show views of the Irvington Ferry, explains Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. The postcard above shows a two-car ferry which was 
privately owned by a Mr. Garrett. The postcard below shows a state-owned ferry as well as 
the “backup” ferry at the Irvington dock. A recent Do You Remember? photo misidentified a 
former Merry Point Ferry as an Irvington Ferry. Thanks to those who contacted the Record or 
Ashburn to correct the error. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

Lancaster Republicans will 
host the 16th annual Reagan 
Day Dinner March 10 at 
Indian Creek Country Club 
near Kilmarnock. Rep. Rob 
Wittman will be the master of 
ceremonies.

Lancaster Republican 
chairman Joan Blackstone 
said the dinner will feature 
other prominent Republican 
speakers.  

“We have spirited contests 
for lieutenant governor and 
for attorney general, to be 
decided at the Republican 
Party state nominating con-
vention May 17 and 18,” said 
Blackstone. “Many of the 
candidates for those nomina-

Reagan Day Dinner set for March 10
tions are scheduled to appear 
at this year’s Reagan Day 
Dinner.”

The fee is $50 per person. 
For reservations, call Black-
stone at 435-6464.

The Northumberland 
Democrats will meet at 6 
p.m. January 17 at the Nor-
thumberland Public Library 
at 7204 Northumberland 
Highway.

The topic will be “Taking 
Stock and Looking Forward,” 
according to chairman Bill 
Fleischman.

Democrats
to take stock

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

Yesterday, recommendations 
from the School and Campus 
Safety Task Force were conveyed 
to Gov. Bob McDonnell.

The task force met Thursday 
in Richmond and voted on rec-
ommendations from the public 
safety, mental health, and educa-
tion work groups.  I believe we 
have put forward many great pro-
posals for consideration. 

Gov. McDonnell’s Executive 
Order 56 established a multi-
disciplinary task force to review 
school and campus safety.  The 
task force will make additional 
recommendations on an ongoing 
basis and provide a final report to 
the governor no later than June 
30.

 I am very proud of the work 
that has been done by this excel-

lent group of citizens and edu-
cators, as well as school, law 
enforcement and government 
officials.  The task force looked at 
every aspect of school safety and 
the recommendations that we are 
presenting reflect the work that 
has been done. 

Some of the recommenda-
tions that we sent to the gover-
nor include stiffer, mandatory 
jail terms for illegal gun buyers, 
mandatory lockdown drills in the 
beginning of each semester, and 
broadening efforts to deal with 
mental illness. 

 Following the meeting on 
Thursday, the task force sent 24 
proposals for the Virginia General 
Assembly to consider. Among 
them was finding money to 
deploy school resource officers, 

whose funding was eliminated 
for the past seven years because 
of budget cuts. 

Another proposal I am very 
proud of is the mandatory estab-
lishment of security and vulner-
ability checklist and sharing of 
crisis management plans with law 
enforcement and first responders.  
I believe this is a very important 
step to making our schools a safer 
place.  This provision encour-
ages communication with first 
responders and school officials to 
maintain a relationship, as emer-
gency planning is always evolv-
ing. 

I know as a mother of two 
elementary-age children, this 
task force really hit home.  I want 
to make sure that when parents 
send their children to school each 

morning they are as safe as pos-
sible, and the educators know 
they are in a secure environment 
as well. 

 I stand committed to ensuring 
the Commonwealth has the safest 
schools possible.  My work on 
the task force is not yet complete.  
The proposal we submitted was 
our initial report.  Our final report 
to the governor is not due until 
the end of June.

 With less than a month left in 
the session, I urge folks to visit 
me in Richmond. I have had the 
pleasure to visit with many great 
folks from all over the Northern 
Neck this week. 

As always, my staff and I are 
here to serve you. My office can 
be reached at 698-1099, delm-
ransone@house.virgina.gov, or 
Room 809. 

Most administrators agree a 
diverse instructional staff is the 
preferred environment for learn-
ing.

Diversity allows us to evaluate 
a situation from other points of 
view and places more eyes on the 
same phenomenal, which will aid 
us in reaching good decisions. It 
also will allow minority students 
to see someone who looks like 
them in a positive light.

I commend the efforts of super-
intendent Dr. Lukich in putting in 
place a recruiting team that has 
secured at least three new minor-
ity teachers and one minority 
administrator for this semester.  
I especially commend Mr. John 
Tupponce and Mrs. Alicia Carter, 
the recruiting team members, for 
their determination in bringing 
qualified staff to our district.

Kudos also are in order for 
Mr. Bill Warren, the driving 
force behind a plan that pulled 
together a non-profit organiza-
tion that resulted in the construc-
tion of Mercer Place, a workforce 
housing project in Kilmarnock. 
His foresight and determination 
resulted in the workforce hous-
ing project being completed on 
time. 

Many people gave resources to 
make this project happen.  Some 
of the donors have wanted to 
remain anonymous.  We hope 
that in the future and in some 
forum their contributions will be 

Diversity in
the classroom

YOUR LETTERS
made public to serve as an incen-
tive for all. 

Although this is a project that 
will help the school by providing 
low-cost housing for teachers, 
the school has absolutely nothing 
to do with it.

Calvary Baptist Church, under 
the leadership of pastor Cope-
land and trustee William Lee, 
have stepped up to the plate to 
act as the disbursing agency for 
all donated funds that are raised 
through the non-profit organiza-
tion.  Calvary acts as a conduit 
to ensure donated funds are dis-
bursed and accounted for in the 
proper manner. 

I salute them for their efforts. 
Lloyd N. Hill,

Weems

A letter titled “What lies 
ahead?” published on January 10 
expressed dismay about the state 
of the nation and concluded with 
the statement:  “A houseclean-
ing in 2016 is our only and last 
hope…”

As concerned citizens, how 
can we, or why must we, wait 
until 2016? In my opinion, we 
can’t, and we mustn’t. Likewise, 
Congress can’t and mustn’t wait 
to resolve their stalemate.

All of us—including Congress 
and the administration—recog-
nize the U.S. is in serious finan-
cial trouble. Since money is the 
cause of the government’s prob-
lem, we know that money must 
be the solution. The conundrum 

Working together

then becomes from where?
At the federal level, Congress, 

not the administration, approves 
government expenditures. Con-
tractors, on average, cost nearly 
two times as much as government 
employees performing compara-
ble work. For cost efficiency, why 
not eliminate some outsourcing?

At the state level, Gov. McDon-
nell proposed lowering the gaso-
line tax when Virginia already has 
one of the lowest gasoline taxes 
in the U.S. Is it not fair to require 
those of us who use the roads to 
pay for building them and keep-
ing them maintained?

There is nothing logical or 
pragmatic about doing the same 
thing over when it consistently 
fails to advance our goals. We’re 
in this together, aren’t we?

So I may have to pay more 
taxes or make some other finan-
cial adjustments. All of us must 
do our share to get our country 
out of the financial quagmire.

Solutions to our many problems 
will not be easy and will not be 
implemented the day after plans 
are approved. We—and Congress 
is most definitely included in the 
“We”—must work together now.

The well-researched book, Col-
lapse, by Jared Diamond, docu-
ments “How Societies Choose to 
Fail or Succeed.”  Choose, please 
note!

I hope all of us choose to do our 
part and ensure that our nation 
will continue to succeed. 

Elaine Weekley, 
Lancaster

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
will speak at 7 p.m. Tuesday, February 12, at the 
Upper Lancaster Fire Department building at 
5170 Mary Ball Road in Lively.

This meeting, which is free and open to the 
public, is being arranged and hosted by the 99th 
District Tea Party.

Crockett has been asked to address “Powers 
Granted to Sheriffs—ability to refuse to imple-
ment illegal non-constitutional federal overreach 
actions in regard to the Second Amendment.” 

The Sheriff has been requested to provide what 
his response will be if ordered by the Federal gov-
ernment to restrict citizens’ second amendment 
rights in any way, including an order to confiscate 
certain weapons such as semi-automatic weapons 
deemed to be “assault weapons” by the  current 
administration, said Tea Party communications 
chairman  Lyn Neira.

The General Assembly is considering bills 
concerning this issue during the 2013 legislative 
session.

A native of Lancaster County, Sheriff Crock-
ett worked for the Virginia State Police during 
the 1970s and resigned to return home and work 
for the family seafood business. He ran and was 
elected Sheriff in 1983 and has served ever since, 
now in his eighth term.

Sheriff Crockett has presided over the Vir-
ginia Sheriffs’ Association, the Northern Neck 
Kiwanis Club, and the White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department. He is a member of the Virginia 
Law Enforcement Professional Standards Com-
mission.

He and his wife, Catherine, live in Irvington. 
They have one son and two daughters. 

A  question-and-answer session will follow 
Sheriff Crockett’s presentation.

Sheriff Crockett to speak on gun control
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HEADS UP 
HAIRWORKS

(804) 435-7507
80 North Main Street,
Kilmarnock, Virginia

10% discount on all chemical services 
and 10% off all facials

(Offer valid Feb. 1 - 28)

Celebrate our 18 th Anniversary!

Don’t Forget Your Valentine!

WE HAVE WHAT SHE WANTS
35 South Main St., Kilmarnock

Raffle
Enter to win 

1 of 2 fabulous 
packages!

Each package includes local restaurant gift 
certificates, theatre tickets and wine tasting!

Ticket for 1 package $25
Tickets for both packages $40

Drawings held at Town Hall, March 6th • 1:00 pm 
* need not be present to win *

Only 250 tickets available • See board 
members or call 462-0881 for tickets
Supporting businesses: Nate’s Trick Dog Cafe, 

Eckhards, CarWash Cafe, Cafe Mojo, Willaby’s, Seven 
Martini Bar & Restaurant, Sandpiper, Ingleside Winery, 

Bentley’s Grill, Lancaster Tavern, River Market,
 KC’s Crabs & Ques, Luna, Arnest Seafood, 

Walgreens, Westmoreland Players

Think Spring!
Register now for

Northern Neck Master Gardeners’

Gardening in the Northern Neck Seminar

“Getting it Right: 
Gardening for Success”
Saturday, March 23rd 8:45 to 3:30

At the Church of the Nazarene in White Stone
Download registration form at:

www.nnmg.org 
or call (804) 580-5694

Become a Hospice 
Volunteer and Give the 

Gifts of Time and 
Presence 

Hospice of Virginia is seeking men, women, and military 
Veterans to become volunteers that provide life-enhancing 

support to terminally ill patients and their families. We offer 
a training course which upon completion allows the volunteer 
to visit patients in the home, hospital or nursing home setting. 

TRAINING DATE/TIME: 
Tuesday, February 19, 2013, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Wednesday, February 20, 2013, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

PLACE: 
Hospice of Virginia Tappahannock Branch Office 

1328 Tappahannock Blvd, Tappahannock, VA  22560 

To register or for more information, contact Amy Smither – 
Coordinator of Volunteer Services at 804-443-4090 ext. 205 

or amy.smither@americanhospice.com 

Most people grasp the 
overwhelming grief par-

ents experience over the loss 
of a child. Yet, the loss of an 
unborn child does not receive 
the same kind of understand-
ing and support, and is often 
treated as if the couple can 
just try again.

Now, a movie titled “You 
Follow Me Like the Moon,” 
filmed in Lancaster County, 
hopes to give voice to the 
unspoken and unrecognized 
pain a family endures, often 
in silence. 

White Stone resident 
and chiropractor Dr. Ron 
Herrsche wrote and produced 
the 25-minute docudrama 
based on the personal experi-
ence of his daughter, Mikela 

Herrsche, and her fiance, 
Chris Goulden, who lost their 
son, Caleb, half-way through 
the pregnancy, and the young 
couples’ struggle to deal with 
their grief.

Mikela chose to deliver 
Caleb so she could hold 
him and have a relationship 
with him, if only for a brief 
moment.

“...So at least he’ll know I 
was his mommy,” Mikela told 
her father.

“She made a big impres-
sion on me in how she 
handled the situation and how 
she went through the griev-
ing process,” said her father. 
“Mikela wanted everyone 
to know this was her baby 
and not something to be dis-
carded.”

When nurses and others 

Docudrama wraps up local filming

Nate’s Trick Dog Cafe in Irvington was the location last weekend of 
filming on “You Follow Me Like the Moon.” From left, actor Jonathan 
Regier rehearses his lines while a make-up artist applies a tattoo to 
his arm and a crew member tests sound on actress Alicia Bonham, 
who plays Mikela Herrsche.  

Mikela’s poem for Caleb
You follow me like the moon. 

I keep you in my heart. 
I always want you to know, 

You were mine from the very start. 
But God needs you now,  

And hopefully I will understand soon. 
But as for right now,

You are the beautiful moon.
 I love you more than life. 

You are the only thing I lack.
Now the only thing to do 

Is love you to the moon and back.

by Audrey Thomasson began sharing similar expe-
riences with Herrsche, he 
realized there were many 
women suffering their own 
unresolved loss in silence. He 
decided to take his daughter’s 
strength and courage and pro-
duce a film that would give 
hope and support to those 
families.

“There is a need for a 
film like this. That’s why 
I’m going through this,” he 
explained. “It has been excit-
ing, but it’s also been the 
most stressful thing I’ve ever 
experienced.”

Hurricane Sandy played 
a pivotal role in Herrsche’s 
stress when production on 

The Table at Wilton
presents

An Exclusive Valentine’s Day Dinner
At Piankatank River Golf Club

www.thetableatwilton.com
For Reservations call 804.815.9555

Reservations Limited

Take-Out Available

Make way for Spring and Enjoy!

Great Sale at Interior Innovations in 
White Stone, Va. (next to the pharmacy)

January 24 – February 16
Nancy Myers invites you to enjoy up to 40% 

discounts on selected Company C Floor 
samples including area rugs in all sizes, pil-

lows, throws, and furniture!

 Plus store wide sales on art, lamps, 
accessories, bedding, and case goods!

This sale will be unique as we will help you solve your  “Design Dilemmas” when you arrive!

This is a wonderful opportunity to bring your fabrics, paint colors, wall colors, etc., and Nancy or  
Leisa will personally  help you make a huge difference in your room while offering great savings! 

Do not miss it - You will be thrilled you came to this unique SALE! 

Both Nancy and Leisa look forward to reviewing your projects. 
See you at 410 Chesapeake Drive, White Stone, Va. 804-435-1257 (next to pharmacy) Parking easy!

We love a challenge so bring us your problems and we will energize your
space with all of our colorful  and affordable options! 

With this ad receive an extra 10% off! Can’t wait to make a “Difference  in your Design!”

 Bridge inspections
The Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) will 
be inspecting the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. bridge at White Stone 
through the week of March 4. 
Beginning Monday, February 
11, motorists will be restricted 
to one lane on the bridge while 
the inspections continue.

Crews will be working Mon-
days through Fridays from day-
light to dusk. Motorists should 
expect delays in the work 
zone.

 KLVRS courses
The Kilmarnock-Lancaster 

County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad recently announced an 
upcoming ASHI  certifica-
tion  course. The free class will 
be held at the KLVRS facili-
ties on Harris Road in Kilmar-
nock.

 CPR & AED  will be offered 
to the public from 5:30 to 9 
p.m. February 25. Advance 
registration is required. Contact 
Capt. Erik Brown at 435-1474, 
or visit kilmarnockrescue@
yahoo.com.

 Red Cross courses
The River Counties Chapter 

of the American Red Cross at 
39 William B. Graham Court in 
Kilmarnock recently announced 
two upcoming courses. Regis-
ter at 1-800-733-2767, or red-
cross.org/takeaclass. Advance 
registration is required.

Adult CPR/AED will be 
offered from 9 a.m. to noon 
April 20. The fee is $70. Adult 
CPR/AED with First Aid will 
be offered from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. June 22. The fee is $90.

the movie started the same 
week Sandy blew through 
the area. With an entire cast 
and crew in town from as far 
away as Washington D.C., 
New York, Richmond and 
Virginia Beach, Herrsche had 
his hands full situating every-
one in condos to wait out the 
storm. Three days later shoot-
ing began. 

The crew finally wrapped 
up filming this week with 
scenes in Irvington, Kilmar-
nock and Windmill Point.

The beauty of Lancaster 
County became a rich com-
ponent of the true story. 
Herrsche hired a mostly 
female crew to capture his 
daughter’s story. The film is 
directed by Ashley Zahorian 
with assistant director Audrey 
Hurd and Sheila Smith as 
director of photography. A 
few familiar faces join the 
crew and cast including Pixie 
Curry as production manager 
and actor Michael Kennedy.

“You Follow Me Like the 
Moon” is now in the editing 
process and will be available 
this summer. For updates on 
the film, check MidvaleMov-
ies.com.

NEWS BREAK


