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INSIDE:

Northumberland went on a 15-5 
first-quarter run and held Lancaster 
scoreless for five minutes in the open-
ing period en route to a 57-48 win in 
the final game of the Northern Neck 
Rivalry Tip-Off Classic at LHS last 
Saturday. 

Northumberland was leading 4-3 
when they went on an 11-2 run in the 
first quarter for the 10-point lead to 
open. But the Devils rallied with a 7-2 
run to start the second quarter and cut 
the margin to five by the half, 21-16. 

The Indians scored another five 
unanswered in the third and held on 
for the win. 

Lancaster’s Trevon Taylor led 
all scorers with 18 points and was 
the only double-digit scorer for the 
Devils. 

Other games
Mathews pulled away from Lan-

caster in the fourth quarter last Thurs-
day for a 62-52 win. 

Lancaster held a one-point lead, 
39-38, over the Blue Devils heading 
into the fourth quarter when Mathews 

blew the contest open with a 24-13 
run. 

Taylor led Lancaster with 21 points 
while Tykwon Redmond added 11 
and Rayquan Ball scored eight. 

West Point edged Lancaster, 68-66, 
in the Red Devils’ season opener last 
Wednesday. 

Taylor led the Devils with 20 points 
and hit 5-of-7 free throws. Ricky 
Gibson and Tyrell Henderson scored 
12 points each for Lancaster. 

West Point led the entire game and 
was up 52-40 after three when the 
Devils made a late-game comeback. 
Lancaster outscored the Pointers, 
26-16, in a fourth-quarter effort that 
fell short. 

Lancaster will host Mathews 
tonight (December 12) and travel to 
the Eastern Shore Saturday, Decem-
ber 14, to play Nandua in a 3 p.m. 
game. 
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Indians beat Devils, 57-48,
to claim Tip-Off championship

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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Rajaa Shabazz scored more points in 
the first quarter than Lancaster did in 
the entire first half to lead Northumber-
land over the Lady Devils, 53-33, in a 
varsity basketball game last Saturday. 

The Devils and Indians met in the 
final of three girls games last Saturday 
when Lancaster hosted the first Rivalry 
Tip-Off Classic. 

Colonial Beach beat Washington & 
Lee, 45-12, in the opening game of the 
classic and Rappahannock defeated 
Essex, 45-33. 

Northumberland held Lancaster to a 
lone field goal by Trenae Henderson in 
the first quarter as the Indians went up 
17-2 in the opening minutes. Shabazz, 
who finished with the game-high 21 
points, scored 11 of Northumberland’s 
17 in the first quarter. Tylisha Crockett 
chipped in four and finished with 10. 

The Indians outscored Lancaster 
14-8 in the second period to take a 
31-10 lead at the half and coast to the 
win. 

Lancaster finally broke into double 
figures in the fourth quarter when 
Sharda Beane scored eight points and 
Henderson four. Beane led Lancaster 
on the night with nine points and hit 

two three-pointers in the fourth quar-
ter. Henderson sank one shot from the 
cheap seats and finished with eight 
points. Aliyah Morris-Lee also scored 
eight points, including four of Lancast-
er’s eight points in the second quarter. 

Other games
The loss was Lancaster’s third of the 

week. West Point handed Lancaster 
a season-opening defeat, 55-40, last 
Wednesday and Mathews beat the Red 
Devils, 40-21, last Thursday. Lancaster 
is now 0-3. 

Brooke Smith finished with 17 
points to lead three double-digit scor-
ers for the Pointers last Wednesday. 
West Point jumped to an early lead with 
a 13-4 run in the first quarter and held a 
23-10 lead at the half. 

Jesse Booker and Taty Gresham 
scored 11 points each for West Point. 

Beane led Lancaster with 16 points 
while Henderson and Morris-Lee 
added 11 points each. 

Mathews took a two-point lead in the 
third to break a halftime tie, then out-
scored Lancaster by seven in the final 
minutes to open up a close game for 
the win. 

The Red Devils held an 8-4 lead after 
the first quarter but allowed the visiting 
Blue Devils to score four unanswered 

in the second to knot the game at 18-18 
at the break. 

Henderson, who led Lancaster with 
11 points, scored four of the Red 
Devils’ seven points in the third quarter 
when Mathews outscored Lancaster, 
9-7, to take the lead. 

Mathews went on a 13-6 run in the 
final minutes for the win. 

Lancaster got scoring from six dif-
ferent shooters with Morris-Lee scor-
ing eight and Beane and Tamasia Kelly 
four each. 

The Lady Red Devils will travel to 
Mathews tonight (December 12) and 
will go to Nandua Saturday, December 
14, for a 1 p.m. game.

JV games
 Lancaster JV claimed a 25-15 win 

over West Point to open the season with 
Nia Curry scoring 11 points to lead the 
Lady Devils. 

Lancaster held the Pointers scoreless 
in the second quarter and allowed only 
one point in the fourth quarter. 

Lancaster improved to 2-0 with a 
31-25 win over Mathews on Thursday. 

The Lady Red Devils helped them-
selves at the line, sinking 15-of-27 free 
throws. 

Jasmin Tomlin scored nine points to 
lead Lancaster.
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Lady Devils get off to rocky start

The Essex High Trojans experienced 
an unusual start last Saturday on the 
gridiron. 

The Trojans dominated opponents 
from the opening kick in their last two 
state games; however, Fort Chiswell 
allowed the homestanding and higher-
seeded Trojans only three plays in the 
first quarter. 

Essex later made up for it, scoring 31 
straight points for a 38-13 victory in the 
Group A semifinals and a shot at Alta-

vista in the state championship game at 
noon Saturday, December 14, at Salem 
Field. It will be the Trojans’ second con-
secutive trip to the state final. 

Dominek Broaddus completed 13 of 
20 passes for 329 yards and three touch-
downs for the Trojans. He connected 
with Dartanious Jones five times for 180 
yards.

Essex led 12-7 at the half, then 
expanded the lead with three touch-
downs in the third quarter. 

Essex High 
earns ticket 
to state final

Essex 38, Fort Chiswell 13 
Altavista 34, Haysi 22

Northumberland 57, Lancaster 48
Mathews 62, Lancaster 52
West Point 68, Lancaster 66

Northumberland 53, Lancaster 31
West Point 55, Lancaster 40
Mathews 40, Lancaster 31

Upcoming games

(7 p.m.)

December 14: 
Essex vs. Altavista, Salem Civic Center, 
1 p.m. 

(JV 6 p.m., varsity 7:30 p.m.)
December 12:

Mathews at Lancaster 
December 14:
Lancaster at Nandua (varsity only, 3 
p.m.)
December 17:
Lancaster at Christchurch (4:30 p.m.)

(JV 6 p.m., varsity 7:30 p.m.)
December 12:
Lancaster at Mathews
December 14:
Lancaster at Nandua (varsity only, 1 
p.m.)
December 18:
Lancaster at Charles City

December 14:
Lancaster at Washington &  Lee, 8 a.m.

(5:30 p.m.)
December 16:
Essex, Colonial Beach and Rappahannock 
at Lancaster

SCOREBOARD

Christchurch School recently recog-
nized students who excelled in fall co-
curricular activites. 

Those recognized include:

Treakle.

improved, Denier Weech; coach’s 
award, Raquel de Cantenas;  and most 
valuable, Ashley Waite.

Davis; hustle award, Emmaline Keesee; 
coach’s award, Joy Leonard; and most 
valuable, Anna Moore.

Mariah Jayne; hustle award, Abigail 
Blankenship; coach’s award, Laura 
Cifuentes; and most valuable, Jackie 
Alachnowicz.

Evan Mason; coach’s award, Monica 
Hurtarte Martinez; and most valuable, 
Mathew Colonnam.

Frisby; hustle award, Wyatt Wood; 

valuable, Braeden Rosell.

improved, Benjamin Grisham; coach’s 
award, Brendan Brown;  most valuable, 
Fred Xue.

improved, Diego Meneses; hustle 
award, Tivon Fayente; coach’s award, 
William Yang; and most valuable, Pat-
rick Murphy.

Carrington; hustle award, Carter Little; 
coach’s award, Heidi Ruse; and most 
valuable, Hector Guzman.

Christchurch School
honors its fall athletes
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804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.

Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

Sponsored by:

John H. Mecke, a REALTOR ready to

“Serve your Real Estate Needs on the Northern Neck”
804-577-0363 or 804-438-9893

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – December 2013

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 75%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

PM times are in boldface type

Fri. 12/13

Sat. 12/14

Sun. 12/15

Mon. 12/16

Tue. 12/17

Wed. 12/18

Thu. 12/19

Fri. 12/20

Sunrise 7:12
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 3:35
Moonrise 2:26

Sunrise 7:12
Sunset 4:48
Moonset 4:33
Moonrise 3:06

Sunrise 7:13
Sunset 4:48
Moonset 5:29
Moonrise 3:49

Sunrise 7:14
Sunset 4:48
Moonset 6:21
Moonrise 4:36

Sunrise 7:14
Sunset 4:49
Moonset 7:10
Moonrise 5:29

Sunrise 7:15
Sunset 4:49
Moonset 7:55
Moonrise 6:17

Sunrise 7:15
Sunset 4:49
Moonset 8:35
Moonrise 7:11

Sunrise 7:16
Sunset 4:50
Moonset 9:12
Moonrise 8:05

Low 4:41 -0.1’
High 10:47 1.3’
Low 5:29 0.0’
High 11:04 1.1’

Low 5:21 -0.1’
High 11:25 1.3’
Low 6:07 0.0’
High 11:42 1.1’

Low 6:00 -0.1’
High 12:01 1.3’
Low 6:44 0.0’

High 12:19 1.1’
Low 6:39 0.0’
High 12:36 1.2’
Low 7:20 0.0’

Low 1:40 -0.1’
High 7:53 1.3’
Low 2:35 0.1’
High 8:12 1.1’

Low 2:29 -0.1’
High 8:42 1.3’
Low 3:24 0.0’
High 9:00 1.1’

Low 3:16 -0.1’
High 9:27 1.3’
Low 4:09 0.0’
High 9:44 1.1’

Low 3:59 -0.1’
High 10:08 1.3’
Low 4:50 0.0’
High 10:25 1.1’

Fishing improved this 
week, particularly in the 
lower bay. 

The large striped bass
are making their way into 
the region with more rein-
forcements on the way.  As 
temperatures drop, the fish 
appear to be feeding more 
aggressively. Water temper-
atures dipped in the rivers 
to 43 degrees and the bay 
waters are averaging 46 
degrees.

Striped bass fishing 
remains slow in the  upper 
bay and Potomac river. With 
the Maryland striped bass 
season ending on December 
15, the outlook for the final 
few days appear bleak.

On the other hand, Vir-
ginia’s bay waters are begin-
ning to show more prom-
ise as large schools of fish 

continue to move up the 
bay. Catches are more con-
sistent when fishing in and 
around schools of men-
haden. Larger schools of 
menhaden remain scattered 
while smaller more plenti-
ful pods can be found sus-
pended along the channel 
areas throughout the lower 
rivers and bay waters.

With average sizes of 
menhaden increasing, nine-
inch profile baits have 
become more productive 
this week than the smaller 
bucktails donned with six-
inch shads. We have had 
good success with parachute 
lures of various sizes while 
fished behind small umbrel-
las or just in tandem. As 
most anglers already know, 
my favorite colors are char-
treuse and white.

We have found that f ish 
are running larger this week 
as many of the fish landed 
aboard our charters are now 
in the 30-pound class. These 
fish are mainly located in 
the upper water table from 
the surface down to 20 feet. 
Planer boards are working 
well as are the long lines 
without additional weights.

In some instances, par-
ticularly in the rivers, the 
fish are snuggled tight to 
the bottom of upper chan-
nel edges. When the fish 
are found near the bottom, 
a heavy tandem rig is used 
to ease along just above the 
bottom.

Locations holding fish 
are as diverse as the recent 
weather. Anglers have been 
spread out over 40 miles of 
bay waters and even more 

in the rivers. The lower bay 
continues to harbor schools 
of rockfish from the bridge 
tunnel up to the cut channel. 
Fishing with live eels has 
produced a few fish in the 
upper 40-inch class off Cape 
Charles this week.

The fish basically follow 
the channel edges up the 
bay while searching for the 
menhaden schools. Some 
fish have also headed into 
Tangier Sound.

Safety first
Be carerful when fish-

ing on the water this month. 
The water temperatures are 
low enough to cause hypo-
thermia in a relatively short 
period of time. Always try to 
take a passenger with you, 
or if f ishing alone, tether 
yourself to the boat and 
attach an engine kill switch 
to your life jacket.

Another area of caution is 
fog which can be a naviga-
tion nightmare.

One of the greatest causes 
of injury while winter 
fishing is slipping on icy 
decks. Stepping onto a slip-
pery deck is a sure way of 
ruining your day before it 
begins.

It’s best to keep your boat 
in a boathouse out of the 
weather. Ingram Bay Marina 
has covered slips of all sizes 
available for the winter. If 
you don’t have access to a 
covered slip, it’s best to at 
least keep a cover on your 
boat. Be safe and enjoy your 
week of fishing. Until next 
week, Fair winds.

Capt. Billy Pipkin owns 
and operates Ingram Bay 
Marina and Capt. Billy’s 
Charter service at the mouth 
of the Great Wicomico River 
in Wicomico Church. 580-
7292, Ingrambaymarina.
com.  

The Fishing Line
by Capt. Billy Pipkin EVANS BOWLING  

CENTER RESULTS

RIVER LANES 
BOWLING RESULTS

First, Great Balls of Fire; second, Mixed Nuts; and third, All 
Thumbs.

First, Hard Rollers; second, Pros and Cons; and third, Misfits.
Wednesday Humpday Humdingers
First, G-Force; second, Old School + Kirk; and third, Over-

drive.

First, K & M; second, Oops!There it is!; and third, A & D.

First, King James + Crew; second, Spares Do Count; and third, 
I Hate This Game.

Shona Pacheco led Tri-Star in two wins over Yeatman’s Fork-

bowled a 302 set with games of 103 and 104.
For Yeatman’s, Joan Bowles rolled a 105 game. Val Crosbie 

had a 103 game. Alma George had a 101 game.
The Corner Restaurant took two games from R.P. Waller. Betty 

Evans posted a 312 set with games of 108 and 112. Mary Sava-
lina scored a 310 set with a 117 game. Gayle Conrad bowled a 
305 set with a 109 game. Kathy Taylor had a 111 game.

For R.P. Waller, Ola Rae Nash tallied a 318 set with games of 
111 and 112. Marsha Nash had a 304 set with a 126 game.

D & L Doc ‘n Divas won two games over Express Auto. Terry 
Stillman led with a 364 set, including games of 108, 146 and 110. 
Jennifer Frank rolled a 104 game.

For Express Auto, Vicki White posted a 325 set with a 142 
game. Sandra Evans scored a 308 set with games of 105 and 119.

It may not be warm sand 
sunny, but there are still quite 
a few people out on the cold 
water, including commercial 
fishermen and recreational 
boaters.

As temperatures climb into 
the 40s most days, occasionally 
it reaches 65. That sounds like 
a great day for fishing.

Although the air temperature 
is in the mid-60s,  the water 
temperature could be in the 
40s. Warm days and cold water 
can cause fog banks to roll in 
suddenly.

“You should always have 
safety in mind, especially when 
you consider that 20 to 25% 
of the boating accidents occur 
in winter months,” said U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 
33 commander Ed Hind. 

“It’s common to see people 
not wearing life jackets even 
in the winter months,” added 
winter operations crew member 
Jim Maguire. “Boaters need to 
remember that if you go into 
the water, you only have min-
utes to survive. It’s mind-bog-
gling to see how casual some 
people take winter boating.”

Winter boating can be enjoy-
able if some practical safety 
tips are followed.

Boat operators should let 
someone know exactly where 
they will be going. They 
shouldn’t stray from the plan. 
Give them a map or GPS coor-
dinates and anticipated return 
times. Make contact when 
plans change. 

“There is nothing worse 
than getting called out to look 
for an overdue boater and we 
have little or no idea where the 
person should be,” said Hind.

Write down the names of 
to others on board, the boat 
operator’s vehicle description 
and license plate number, and 
the boat ramp where it will be 
parked. Give copies to friends.

Check the weather before 
going. If it’s going to be 
extremely windy or foggy, it 
might not be the best time to be 
on the water.

Do a specific search for a 
weather report for the area. 
Check weather.gov or https://
buoybay.noaa.gov. 

Carry along a fully charged 
cell phone in a waterproof con-
tainer designed for cell phones. 
Some boaters have marine or 
CB radios also. Take a GPS 
along with pre-set coordinates.

Take extra batteries, clothing, 

food, a survival kit and first-aid 
kit in dry bags.  Although there 
are other boaters in winter, they 
may not be in the same area. Be 
prepared to spend time in the 
boat if it breaks down.

Make sure the boat has 
enough fuel and is in good 
operating condition for winter 
weather. For nonmotorized 
boats, make sure equipment 
like oars, ropes and life jackets 
are in good shape.

Make sure running lights are 
operating and the flood light 
has batteries and is working.  
Carry signal devices, such as 
flares. A watertight container 
painted red or orange and 
prominently marked “distress 
signals” is recommended.

Even slight changes in the 
weather can make hypother-
mia a threat. Dress in layers 
with wool or synthetic base 
and insulating layers topped off 
with rain and wind gear. Wear 
clothing that wicks perspira-
tion and keeps the body core 
warm. Don’t wear cotton jeans 
or sweat shirts.

Wear a life jacket. Cold 
water quickly saps strength, 
and wearing a life jacket could 

give a man-overboard the time 
to safely re-board the boat. Life 
vests provide insulation and 
slow the onset of hypothermia. 
Life jackets also give you cru-
cial minutes to regulate breath-
ing after the shock of falling in. 
The first reaction when hitting 
cold water is to gasp and suck 
in water.

Flotation suits are a good 
idea. Flotation suits come as 
one-piece suits or a jacket and 
pant/bib combination. They 
can be worn like regular cold-
weather gear, while provid-
ing flotation. A life vest is still 
required by law. Flotation suits 
also retain body heat in the 
water.

“When we are out on patrol, 
auxiliary members carry a 
small safety fanny pack at 
all times. It contains a signal 
mirror, knife and emergency 
flashing light,” said Frans 
Kasteel.  “If you become sepa-
rated from the emergency gear 
in your boat, you can still signal 
rescuers. 

“Flotilla33.org, has an excel-
lent video on cold water sur-
vival,” said past division com-
mander Jim Thomas. “We rec-
ommend you take a look at it…
it may save your life!”

Be prepared for cold water boating

First deer

December 3 were first, Marion Dongieux; second, Jake Russell; 
and third, Terry Brueser. Second flight winners were first, Jim 
Hanline; and second, (tie) Frank Gingiloski, Bob Beasley and 
Chuck Dunnington.

CLUB GOLF

Gov. Bob McDonnell 
recently announced Gover-
nor’s Holiday Hoops classic 
tickets are available for pur-
chase at ticketmaster.com 
and at 1-800-745-3000.

The 2013 Classic will be 
held December 21 at the 
Richmond Coliseum. The 
Classic will feature a men’s 
basketball double-header 
with James Madison versus 
Hampton University at 3 p.m. 
and Virginia Tech versus Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity at 5:30 p.m.

The Classic also is a major 
food and fundraiser for Vir-
ginia’s Food Banks. Games 
will be telecast nationally on 
the NBCSN.

“With one ticket, fans 
will be able to watch JMU 
and Hampton at 3 p.m., fol-

lowed by Virginia Tech and 
VCU at 5:30 p.m.,” said Gov. 
McDonnell  “It’s going to 
be an afternoon and evening 
of tremendous basketball 
featuring in-state rivalries. 
I hope Virginians from all 
across the state will join us 
at the Coliseum on Decem-
ber 21st.”

“I am looking forward 
to joining Gov. McDonnell 
at the Governor’s Holiday 
Hoops Classic, a must-
attend event for Virginians 
who love college basketball 
and want to lend a hand to 
families in need,” said Gov-
ernor-elect Terry McAuliffe. 
“I hope every Virginian will 
show their support by attend-
ing these great games and 
making a donation to help 
Virginia food banks in their 

mission to end hunger this 
holiday season.”

Several ticket options are 
available.  Club seats are 
$70 each; lower bowl, $50; 
upper bowl, $35; 300 level, 
$20; and student floor, $10. 
One ticket is good for admis-
sion to both games of the 
doubleheader. Doors open 
one hour prior to the start of 
the first game.

Fans are urged to visit 
Governor.Virginia.Gov/Gov-
ernorsClassic for the latest 
information on the 2013 
Governor’s Holiday Hoops 
Classic games.

Virginians also are urged 
to make a donation at the 
website to the Federation of 
Virginia Food Banks in the 
name of their favorite par-
ticipating college team. At 

the end of the food drive, 
Virginia’s food banks will 
tally up the food and funds 
received, and the winners 
for each matchup will be 
announced on December 21. 
Fans can donate on campus 
or online to support their 
institution’s bid to raise the 
most food.

The Governor’s Holi-
day Hoops Classic is made 
possible by the generous 
support of event sponsors  
Alpha Natural Resources, 
Bank of America, Bon-
Secours Richmond Health 
System, CarMax, Comcast, 
Dominion, Health Diagnos-
tic Laboratory, Inc., Intuit, 
MeadWestvaco, Newport 
News Shipbuilding, Pepsi 
and Ukrop’s Homestyle 
Foods.

Tickets are available for 2013 Governor’s Classic

In November 2005, Annie 
LeHardy, then age 13, of 
Roanoke was the overall 
winner of the women’s two-
mile Irvington Turkey Trot 
with a time of 13:16.

Some 134 runners partici-
pated in the event that year.

Eight years later, Annie 
LeHardy is a junior at the 
University of North Caro-
lina, Chapel Hill, and 

recently earned All-Amer-
ican honors, reported her 
grandparents, Judy and Ward 
LeHardy of Kilmarnock.

She finished the 2013 6K 
NCAA Women’s Individual 
Cross Country Champion-
ships in Terre Haute, Ind., 
with a time of  20:37.  She 
placed 25th out of 253 har-
riers. The top 40 are honored 
as All-Americans.  

From 2005 Turkey Trot
winner to All-American
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Closest Marina to the Bay!
Deep Ramp

Land Storage
boats and trailers

Boathouse Slips
Up to 50 feet

Open Slips
Up to 60 feet

Cabin Rentals

Ingram Bay Marina

Lancaster resident George 
Galo’s flying career began in 
1963 at Hampton Roads Exec-
utive Airport in Chesapeake, 
where he took his first solo 
flight on December 8. Some 
50 years to the day later, Galo 
returned to Hampton Roads 
Executive Airport a seasoned, 
highly-regarded pilot to receive 
a rare award: The Wright Broth-
ers Master Pilot Award.

The Wright Brothers Master 
Pilot Award is given to pilots 
who “have demonstrated pro-
fessionalism, skill, and avia-
tion expertise by maintaining 
safe operations for 50 or more 
years” according to the Federal 
Aviation Administration.  Galo 
is one of only 51 people in the 
state to be recognized with this 
award.

Galo remembers the day 
he decided to become a pilot, 
aboard a U.S. Navy airliner 
with his parents returning from 
the Panama Canal area.

“I was ten years old,” he 
recalled. “I remember viv-
idly looking out the window 
and seeing the clouds below 
us casting huge circular shad-
ows on the ocean, and seeing 
a ship on the waves below us. 
I can remember that feeling to 
this day and decided then that I 
wanted to become a pilot some-
day.”

In 1966, he graduated from 
Old Dominion College and 
joined the army. He was top 
of his class in flight school 
and flew CH-47 “Chinook” 
helicopters in Vietnam. In the 
course of his yearlong tour, he 
flew over 1,400 combat flight 
hours and was forced down by 
enemy fire twice.

Upon leaving the army, he 
became a flight instructor for 
two years in New York, where 
he married his wife, Shirley.

Galo returned to Virginia 
to work for the Virginia State 
Police as both a trooper and a 

pilot at a time when the state 
police had only two helicop-
ters. In 1977, he left the state 
police to work for the Depart-
ment of Defense as a civilian 
pilot and flight instructor. In 
1986, he joined the FAA as an 
aviation safety inspector and 
rose to manager.

During this time he trans-
ferred to the Washington, D.C., 
area Flight Standards District 
Office (FSDO), which was dis-
organized and said to be on the 
FAA’s chopping block for shut-
down and consolidation. Fritz 
Heunemann, an FAA Aviation 
Safety Inspector, worked at the 
office at the time and remem-
bered Galo’s arrival.

“In 1996, I was a young 
aviation safety inspector at the 
Dulles FSDO,” Heunemann 
recalled at the ceremony. 
“George shows up and all of 
a sudden he’s our manager. So 
he comes in, he’s there a couple 
days, and he comes into my 
cube and he says ‘Fritz, how do 
you like the FAA?’ And I said 
‘well George, I don’t. Soon as I 
can find another job, I’m leav-
ing.’ George says ‘well what’s 
the problem?’ So I told him 
what my issues were, and he 
said ‘well, if I don’t have all 
those rectified in six months, 
you’re cleared to leave.’ So 
here I am, 17 years later, in the 
FAA.”

During his time as manager 
of the Washington FSDO, he 
and his team of aviation safety 
inspectors were responsible for 
the FAA investigation of the 
September 11, 2001, crash into 
the Pentagon.

In 2004, Galo retired after 
18 years with the FAA. He had 
maintained his army reserve 
status throughout his career 
and retired as a chief warrant 
officer with 25 years of service. 
His total flight time exceeds 
10,700 hours, and he still flies 
today.

Galo took the chance of the 
intimate and jovial ceremony to 

thank a great number of people 
and tell a few stories.

“You don’t get to where I 
am today, having 50 years of 
flying, and not only learn how 
to fly but doing the right things 
behind the scenes, without sup-
port,” Galo said. “It’s not what 
one person can do. You just 
can’t do it by yourself. All my 
life I’ve had people help me.”

Galo’s name will be recorded 
at the FAA headquarters in 
the lobby along with other 
recipients of the Master Pilot 
award. He was presented with a 
plaque, certificate, and pin. His 
wife was also presented with a 
pin.

“This has been one of the 
most exciting days of my life,” 
Galo said. “I don’t know how 
to say it any different. But I 
will repeat that, when you go 
through life, you don’t achieve 
anything on your own. You 
have to have help from people, 
and I really appreciate all the 
help I’ve gotten from so many 
folks.”

Now, Galo flies recreationaly 
from Hampton Roads Execu-
tive Airport and Hummel Field 
in Topping.

Attorney and pilot Jeremiah 
Denton III was among family 
and friends who gathered 
Sunday at the Hampton Roads 
Executive Airport for the pre-
sentation. He recalled his early 
flying days and how Galo gave 
him his first ride. Galo was a 
few years ahead of Denton at 
ODU. 

“If you hadn’t been the good 
guy you were, and helping me 

only a few years older than 
me, but that’s a big spread at 

would have had the experiences 
I did,” Denton told Galo.

The son of famed Naval 
Aviator Jeremiah Denton Jr., 
Denton went on to fly the AH-1 
Cobra in Vietnam and later 
specialize in aviation accident 
litigation.

Pilot honored for 50 years of safe flight
by Renss Greene

On November 12, the local 
chapter of the Virginia Aero-
nautical Historical Society 
hosted Toivo “Tee” Mans of 
the Air Combat Command 
Multi-Role Reconnaissance 
Division (A3M) at Langley 
AFB. 

The presentation was an 
in-depth coverage of the 
Predator, Reaper, Legacy 

U2, MC-12 and the Global 
Hawk, with its imposing 
130-foot wingspan, reported 
VAHS liaison George A. 
Galo.

The chapter continues to 
meet at noon on the third 
Thursday of each month 
for lunch and presentation 
of informative aviation pro-
grams. However, there will 

be no meeting in December, 
said Galo.

The next meeting will 
be held January 16. Every-
one interested in aviation is 
invited to join the members 
at the Pilot House Restau-
rant adjacent to Hummel 
Airport in Topping. Future 
planned programs will be 
announced, he said.

VAHS chapter meets 
on third Thursdays

The Wildlife Center of Vir-
ginia will release a bald eagle at  
1 p.m. Friday, December 13, at 
Belle Isle State Park, 1632 Belle 
Isle Road, Somers.          

The release is free and open 
to the public, according to media 
contact Randy Huwa. Meet at 
the Visitor Center. Individuals 
who wish to attend are asked to 
RSVP to ksluiter@wildlifecen-
ter.org.  

Wildlife Center co-founder 
and president Ed Clark will par-
ticipate in the release, said Huwa.    

The eagle was admitted to the 

center September 20, he said. 
It had been rescued from Nor-
thumberland County on Septem-
ber 19.  Center vets performed 
a complete examination of the 
eagle; radiographs revealed that 
the eagle had sustained a fracture 
of its right coracoid.  The eagle’s 
right wing was placed in a stabi-
lizing bandage; the bird received 
fluids, pain medication, an anti-
inflammatory, and selenium to 
assist in the recovery of muscle 
tissue. 

A complete history is avail-
able at http://wildlifecenter.org/

critter-corner/current-patients/
bald-eagle-13-2422

The eagle has been recovering 
nicely, said Huwa. It has spent 
the past few weeks in the center’s 
outdoor flight pens and has been 
flying well.

Every year, about 2,600 ani-

the Wildlife Center for care.
“The goal of the center is to 

restore our patients to health and 
return as many as possible to the 
wild,” said Clark. “At the Wild-
life Center, we treat to release.”   

Eagle will be released
at Belle Isle State Park

Frank Schaff of the North-
ern Neck Audubon Society 
will conduct a winter bird 
walk December 28 at Bethel 
Beach Natural Area Preserve 
in Mathews County. If time 
allows, the group will also visit 
Haven Beach or New Point 
Comfort Natural Area Pre-
serve.

Over 185 species of birds 
have been observed at Bethel 

Beach, a sandy spit on the 
Chesapeake Bay, noted Schaff. 
Possible sightings at both sites 
include northern gannets, 
tundra swans, rails, bitterns, 
and numerous types of water-
fowl, including surf scoters, 
buffleheads, and lesser scaups.

Birders wishing to carpool 
should meet at 7:45 a.m. in the 
parking lot of Grace Episcopal 
Church in Kilmarnock. Those 

coming from the Middle Pen-
insula can meet at 8:05 a.m. at 
Henley’s Do-It Center in Hart-
field. Those driving directly to 
Bethel Beach NAP should plan 
to arrive there about 8:30 a.m.

Binoculars, warm clothes, 
and water-resistant footwear 
are recommended, said Schaff. 

Call Schaff at 462-0084 so a 
return call can be placed if the 
walk is cancelled.

Birders plan a winter walk

The new Sea Scout Ship 
258, chartered by the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, will “launch” 
with open house events from 
10 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
December 14, and 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 17,  at The 
Boathouse Marina.

The public is invited to 
visit at The Boathouse Marina 
Captain’s Lounge, 829 Robin 
Grove Lane, Colonial Beach. 

“We are excited to offer 
this program to our teens. We 
want to share the enjoyment 
of learning to sail, which 
teaches us both the power and 
beauty of nature,” said Skip-
per Holly Graf, a retired U.S. 
Navy Captain and avid sailor.  

“The Sea Scout program is 
youth led, adult guided, and 
committee supported.  All 
activities will meet Scout-
ing and U.S. Coast Guard 
safety standards,” said retired 
U.S. Navy Master Chief 
and committee chairman 
Boone Hichborn.  “All events 
will fall within and be sup-
ported by the ship’s budget so 
that anyone can afford to par-
ticipate.”

The adult committee came 
up with a basic tee shirt design 

join a ship during its first year. 
Plank Owners who register 
with Ship 258 at either of the 
two open house events will 

receive a free tee shirt.  Youth 
members will decide on the 
ship’s uniform, just one exam-
ple of how this program is run 
for the youth by the youth. 

Other members of the 
adult committee include Frank 
Alger Jr., Bill Bowman, Glenn 
Newcomb and Dr. Caryn Self-
Sullivant.

“There are so many oppor-
tunities for youth who join 
the ship,” said Dr. Self-Sulli-
vant. “Learning to sail is just the 
beginning.  Colonial Beach 
Sea Scouts will learn about 
the history, ecology, and diver-
sity of the Potomac River, the 
Chesapeake Bay, and beyond 
to our global marine ecosys-
tem, which has a tremendous 
impact on all of our lives.”

Several private owners 
have agreed to loan their boats 
to the Sea Scouts until Ship 
258 acquires its own vessel. 

“This is a huge benefit to 
the Ship,” said Bowman. “The 
youth get to use a variety 
of sailboats, from a small Sun-

fish to a large boat suitable for 

event planned for and executed 
by the Scouts after they master 
basic seamanship.  That’s what 
we are offering to the youth of 
Colonial Beach and Westmo-
reland County.”

Sea Scouting and Venturing 
are co-educational Boy Scouts 
of America programs, open to 

ages 14 to 20. The BSA regis-
tration fee is $21.

Ship 258 dues will be 
determined by the youth as 
they develop their annual 
budget.  Limited need-based 
scholarships are available.

For information about Ship 
258, or other Scouting events, 
contact BSA Heart of Virginia 
Chapter, Rivers District Chair-
man Martin Shirilla, Rivers 
District Chairman, Heart 
of Virginia Council, Boy 
Scouts of America; 436-7289. 
Email: martin.shirilla@face-
book.com URL: http://hovc.
org/

Sea Scout Ship sets sail in Colonial Beach

Belle Isle State Park, 1632 
Belle Isle Road, Somers, will 
host Christmas During the Civil 
War  from 2 to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
December 15, at the Visitor 
Center. Participants will learn 
how Christmas was celebrated 
by soldiers, plantation owners, 
farmers and slaves.

The program is free; however, 
there is a parking fee of  $3 per 
car on weekends. Call 462-5030.

Belle Isle State Park, 1632 
Belle Isle Road, Somers, will 
host a preschool playdate 
from 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday, 
December 12, at the Visitor 
Center. The theme will be ever-
greens.

The $2 fee per child includes 
a snack. An adult must accom-
pany children. Registration is 
required; call 462-5030. There 
is a parking fee of $2 per car on 
weekdays.

The Middlesex Family 
YMCA Jingle Bell 5K and 
Bristow-Faulkner Kid Fun Run 
will be held at 9 a.m. Decem-
ber 21 at the Piankatank River 
Golf Club.

Registration fees are fun 
run, $20; 5K, $30 by Decem-
ber 16; and family of four or 
more, $60. Members receive a 
$5 discount. Register at penin-
sulaynca.org/branches/middle-
sex/index.html; or the Mid-
dlesex Family YMCA, 11487 
General Puller Highway, Hart-
field.

The Middlesex County 
Woman’s Club will offer mah-

Free yoga training contin-
ues at 8:30 a.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays through December 
17 at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship of the Rap-
pahannock (UUFR) in White 
Stone. The training is offered 
by InsideOut Yoga in prepara-
tion for the “108 Sun Saluta-
tions” at 6 p.m. December 21 
UUFR.

The suggested donation is 
$10 and a can of food. A related 
video can be found on YouTube 
(search for “108 Sun Saluta-
tions Prep”), on the “Events” 
page of insideoutyoga.org 
and on InsideOut Yoga’s Face-
book page. To reserve a spot, 
visit insideoutyoga.org, email 
insideoutyoga@va.metrocast.
net , or call 436-2204.

SPORT SHORTS
jong lessons beginning at 9 
a.m. January 16. Instruction 
will continue for the next three 
Thursdays until February 6. 
Each session will end at noon. 
The fee is $40.

To register, contact Carolyn 
Bailey at 366-255, or baili-
wick@rivnet.net by  December 
17.
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Christmas Cash!
Listen to 105.5 WRAR

Chesapeake Academy stu-
dents are scurrying around 
collecting pennies, building 
up stockpiles for the annual 
Penny Wars. 

“Each year between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
classes compete to raise funds 
that are used to make Christ-
mas a bit brighter for several 
local families,” said eighth-
grader Francesca Wilson of 
White Stone. “You get points 
for contributing pennies to 

you can take away points from 
other classes by stuffing silver 
coins and dollars into their 
jars.”

The idea may sound com-
plicated, but the unusual 
scheme works quite well. Last 
year students raised $3,000.

“Everyone gets involved, 
even the kindergartners and 
first-graders,” said eighth-
grader Wells Young of White 
Stone. 

While the contest may be 
fun, it also helps students 
learn a valuable life lesson, 
said assistant head of school 
Julianne Keesee. She points 
out that Penny Wars is one of 
several initiatives designed to 

help students learn the value 
of community service.

“Community service is 
not just something we do in 
addition to our academic pro-
grams. It is woven into the 
philosophy of Chesapeake 
Academy,” said Keesee. “Our 
academic program is designed 
to help students understand 
their place in the world. The 
ongoing programs and spe-
cial initiatives we sponsor 
are designed to complement 
classroom instruction by 
bringing home to students the 
idea that they must become 
active in making their com-
munities better places to live.”

Among its ongoing initia-
tives, the school sponsors 
canned food drives to help the 
local food bank. Each year at 
Christmastime, fifth-graders 
organize a Giving Tree, col-
lecting new or gently used 
coats, hats, socks and scarves. 

“In the past we’ve organized 
a Ride for Relief to help vic-
tims of the tsunami in Japan 
and a Swim for Haiti to help 
earthquake victims there. The 
idea for these special events 
has come from the students 
themselves,” Keesee said.

While community service 
is not mandatory, Chesa-
peake Academy makes it easy 
for students to get involved. 
Students may opt to do com-
munity service during the 
weekly activity period. Those 
in third-grade or above are 
allowed to participate in 
supervised off-campus activi-
ties. Students have visited 
nursing homes, worked at the 
YMCA and written letters to 
service members.

Like many students, Wilson 
and Young have carried their 
spirit of service outside the 
school. Wilson works regu-
larly at the White Stone 
Baptist Church food pantry. 
Young assists her mother in 
caring for “rescue animals” 
abandoned or given up by 
owners. Both attribute their 
zeal for helping others to their 
school experience.

“We get so involved in our 
school projects that it’s easy 
to get out and help in our 
community,” said Young.

“So many people at Chesa-
peake Academy  are willing to 
help us, I feel like I want to 
get out and help others, too,” 
added Wilson.

Learning to become caring neighbors

Northumberland High 
School recently released the 
B honor roll (As, Bs and 1 C 
allowed) for the first quarter 
of the 2013-14 academic ses-
sion.

Seniors on the honor roll are 
Bria Barbour, Riviera Basey, 
Camden Cooke, Connor Hais-
lip, Johnnie McAfee, Kiondre 
Owens, Kaci Payne, Brennon 
Saunders, Emily Sprague, 
Jarett Timberlake, Amber 
Walker, Blake Walker,and 
China Williams.

Juniors on the honor roll 
are Mackenzie Dameron, 
Carter Deihl, Danelya Han-
cock, Haley Headley, Tyler 
Ross Lewis, Jasmine Noel, 
Billy Pipkin, Shelby Rock, 
and Charles White.   

Sophomores on the honor 
roll are Amber Bibbens, 
Trevor Cantrell, Parker Childs, 
Miranda Clark, Rychoane 
Curry, Keith Fisher, Brittany 
Hendrickson, Josh Hinson, 
Tara Kogon, Chryshanda Lee, 
Joshua Long, Philip Raine, 

Slater Rice IV, Gerardo Trejo, 

Vogel.
Freshmen on the honor 

roll are Macey Augst, Shelby 
Bihm, Aniqua Clayborne, 
Christopher Cralle, Matthew 
Croswell, Tami Dodson, Ryan 
Harris, Autumn Hayes, Austin 
Hinton, Sydney Hunter, Luke 
Jennings, Cierra Cockrell, 
Mary Lewis, Deion Maith, 
Emma Saunders, Pleajah 
Thompson, Hannah Walker 
and Cammeron Wilkins.

NHS lists B honor roll

Regional museums, his-
toric sites and parks around 
the Northern Neck on May 
2 will host Northern Neck 
History and Culture Day for 
Home School Groups at Belle 
Isle State Park in Somers.

“This is the first time our 
local museums are organiz-
ing an event specifically 
for home schoolers, but 
the idea is built on the suc-
cesses we have had for sev-
eral years with our History 
on the Go programs at area 
public and private schools,” 
said event coordinator Joan 
Moore. “Bringing multiple 
institutions together on one 
day in one location is conve-
nient for students and offers 
them more learning opportu-
nities.”

Ongoing outdoor activities 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. will 
include Colonial and Native 
American clothing;  John 
Smith’s shallop; life cycle 
of oysters; brick-making 
and architecture; schooling 
in early America; Indians in 
the Northern Neck; archae-
ology; primary source docu-
ments and maps; historic 
gardens and house patterns; 
and ecology and water qual-
ity testing.

Participating parks and 
museums include Belle Isle 
State Park, Essex County 
Museum and Historical 
Society, Historic Christ 
Church, Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum and Library, 
Menokin, Middlesex County 
Museum and Historical 
Society, Reedville Fisher-
men’s Museum, Richmond 

County Museum and West-
moreland County Museum.

 Home school students of 
all ages are invited. Groups 
must have at least one adult 
per five students. There is no 
fee; however, pre-registra-
tion is required. Find regis-
tration forms at https://app.
box.com/nnmuseums, or call 
443-4690.

Sign-in will start at 9:30 
a.m. and continue until 
noon, said Menokin Foun-
dation assistant director 
Leslie Rennolds. The park 
will waive its vehicle fee for 
event attendees. 

Barbecue, hot dogs, burg-
ers, chips, soda and water 
will be available to purchase. 
Participants also may bring 
their own lunches. Pets are 
not permitted at the event. 

History and culture day
is set for home-schoolers

Graduating on 
Saturday

Virginia’s customer-owned 
electric cooperatives and Old 
Dominion Electric Coopera-
tive (ODEC), the power sup-
plier to 11 member coopera-
tives, are providing financial 
support to a statewide program 
to provide tree seedlings for 
youth to plant.

“Growing Kids and Trees for 
Virginia’s Forests” is offered 
through a partnership among 
Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion, the Virginia Department 
of Forestry and the Virginia 
Forestry Education Founda-
tion.

Since 2007, the program 
has primarily been conducted 
through local 4-H programs. 
Earlier this year, 16,000 
trees of various species were 
planted by Virginia’s youth.

To request seedlings for 
planting in 2014, contact 
a local extension office by 
December 20, 2013.

“Thanks to this partner-
ship, we can work with more 
kids to plant more trees…
and that’s good for Virginia,” 
said Adam Downing, a for-
estry and natural resources 
extension agent for Virginia 
Cooperative Extension’s 
Northern District.

“Cooperatives are com-
mitted to helping improve 
people’s lives, the same 
way cooperatives brought 
electricity to farms and 

improved life for rural 
Americans in the first half 
of the 20th century,” said 
Richard Johnstone, execu-
tive vice president of the 
Virginia, Maryland and Del-
aware Association of Elec-

tric Cooperatives.
“By supporting programs 

like Growing Kids and 
Trees, cooperatives continue 
to help sow the seeds of a 
better life for future genera-
tions,” said Johnstone.

Electric cooperatives support tree project

Gov. Bob McDonnell 
recently announced the Vir-
ginia Board of Education 
(BOE)  has unanimously 
approved an A-F grading 
system that will assign letter 
grades to schools based on 
the percentages of students 
demonstrating proficiency, 
academic growth and col-
lege and career readiness. 

Initial letter grades will be 
announced at the beginning 
of the 2014-15 school year 
and will accompany school 
accreditation ratings.

Gov. McDonnell pro-
posed an A-F school grading 
system as part of his ALL 
STUDENTS 2013 educa-
tion agenda. The 2013 Gen-
eral Assembly subsequently 
approved House Bill 1999 
and Senate Bill 1207, spon-
sored by Del. Thomas A. 
Greason of Loudoun County 
and Sen. William M. Stan-
ley Jr. of Franklin County, 
respectively. The legislation 
directs the BOE to create 
an A-F scale based on per-
formance, state and federal 
accountability standards and 
student growth indicators.  

“I want to thank Secretary 
of Education Javaid Siddiqi, 
former Secretary of Edu-
cation Laura Fornash, the 
Department of Education 
and the Board of Education 
for the thoughtful approach 
that they have taken in 
implementing this legisla-
tion to provide parents with 
a better understanding of 
school performance,” said 
Gov. McDonnell. 

“I also want to com-
mend the General Assem-
bly for supporting this 
common-sense reform to 
bring accountability and 
transparency to Virginia 
public schools,” he con-
tinued. “The A-F grading 
system relies on criteria that 
will capture a school’s over-
all performance and growth, 

college and career readiness, 
and the success of schools 
in raising achievement of 
their lowest-performing 
students.  The new grading 
system will better enable us 
to track school performance 
and improve education for 
all Virginia students by uti-
lizing an easy to understand 
and familiar format.”

“In implementing the 
legislation, the state board 
struck what I believe is an 
appropriate balance between 
maintaining high expecta-
tions for all children and 
recognizing the successes of 
schools that serve students 
who face significant chal-
lenges,” said Siddiqi.

Scoring system
Under the system adopted 

by the board, 50% of the 
grade of an elementary or 
middle school will be based 
on overall proficiency in 
English, mathematics, sci-
ence and history/social sci-
ence; 25% on overall growth 
in English and mathematics; 
and 25% on growth in Eng-
lish and mathematics among 
the school’s lowest-perform-
ing students.

Elementary and middle 
schools also can earn a 
capped number of bonus 
points based on the per-
centage of students earning 
advanced scores on Stan-
dards of Learning (SOL) 
tests in the four core con-
tent areas and for meeting 
all federal accountability 
benchmarks.  The A-F grad-
ing system was developed 
after months of thoughtful 
consideration and research 
as well as significant input 
from stakeholders, including 
parents, educators, school 
and community leaders.

For high schools, 33% of 
the grade will be based on 
overall proficiency in Eng-
lish, mathematics, science 
and history/social science; 

25% will be based on indi-
cators of college and career 
readiness, such as gradua-
tion rates, college credits 
earned and completion of 
advanced career and tech-
nical education (CTE) pro-
grams; 8% will be based on 
participation in dual-credit 
courses and board-approved 
CTE assessments; 17% will 
be based on growth toward 
college and career readi-
ness; and 17% will be based 
on growth toward college 
and career readiness among 
students at risk of not gradu-
ating.

High schools also can earn 
a capped number of bonus 
points based on advanced 
performance on SOL assess-
ments and for meeting all 
federal accountability goals.

Board of Education approves
A-F grading system for schools
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435-1644

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

 No matter what type of platinum jewelry 
you buy . . . . whether it be an engagement or 
wedding ring, diamond and sapphire necklace 
or platinum watch . . . . you are investing in 
an item symbolizing lifelong beauty. Increased 
availability and competitive platinum prices 
have put dazzling new pieces of jewelry within 
reach of most customers. While platinum still 
costs a bit more than other fine metals, its 
unique qualities make it a desirable possession.
 As your local jeweler, we have a wide 
selection of platinum jewelry. Ask us about 
setting your loose gems in a platinum setting.

Children from the Northern Neck Montessori School in Kilmarnock recently made heating 
pads for the Gloucester-Mathews-Middlesex Animal Shelter, Human Society, Gloucester.

The heating pads help orphaned kittens and puppies adjust to life in the shelter, according 
to shelter officials. The children also made cat toys for some of the 350 cats at the shelter.

Students make heating
pads for shelter animals

From left are (front row) Gigi Mataya, Lucie Johnson and Nathan Meberg; (next row) 
Ellie Franklin, Carys Casper, Ty Makulovich and Gunnar Marston; (next row) Matthew 
Kelley, Evie Allen, Franz Richard-Baichl, Henry Patterson and Avery Parks.

SCHOOL
REPORTS

Christmas event
The Northumberland Public 

Library at 7204 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville, will 
host a Christmas event for chil-
dren from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
on December 21. There will be 
Christmas stories, snacks and 
photos with Santa.

 Santa’s helpers
Holiday cheer flowed at 

the William & Mary Decem-
ber 6 party at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury near 
Irvington.

Alumni and guests donated 
gifts and toys for the Bank of 
Lancaster Golden Santa Pro-
gram. W&M Alumni Asso-
ciation director Cindy Gillman 
was among the guests.

 Youth fun
A youth fun Friday event 

will be held from 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
December 27 at the Friend-
ship Community House at 549 
Chesapeake Drive in White 
Stone. All youth ages 10 to 15 
are invited.

Children First
Middle Peninsula Northern 

Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services 
will conduct a Children First 
program from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
February 22 at the MPNNCSB 
Warsaw Counseling Center, 
414 Main Street, Warsaw. The 
fee is $50. Pre-register at sur-
veymonkey.com/s/children-
firstwarsaw2014, or call 642-
5402.

The program is designed to 
prevent custody conflicts, by 
helping parents to understand 
the importance of both parents 
having an active, involved and 
positive relationship with their 
children.

Nurturing parents
Middle Peninsula Northern 

Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services 
conducts ongoing Nurturing 
Parenting programs from 6:15 
to 8:45 p.m. Tuesdays at the 
MPNNCSB MH/SA Admin-
istration Office, Saluda, and 6 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Mondays at 
the Warsaw Counseling Center, 
Warsaw.

Pre-registration is required. 
Fees are $20 (Handbook) and 
$20 per person/per session, or 
$35 for couples. The 15-week 
program takes place year round 
and parents can enroll in the 
classes at any time.To register, 
call 804-642-5402, or 1-888-
773-8550.

by Renss Greene

The Northumberland 
County School Board on 
December 9 celebrated its 
longtime member Myrtle 
Phillips at its meeting.

“It’s been very good,” Phil-
lips said. “I have no com-
plaints. It’s just time to retire.”

The school board pre-
sented Phillips a plaque and 
bell. She has been a school 
board member for 13 years. 
She decided not to run for re-
election this November. Her 

seat will be taken by Gerald 
R. Howard.

The board also recognized 
the Northumberland High 
School volleyball team for its 
achievements this year, and 
Sarah Schindler and Trinity 
Bea of the varsity cross coun-
try team.

Board chairman Betty 
Christopher read a letter 
from Katie Crowther and 
Lauren Self thanking the 
board for their support. 
Crowther and Self recently 
traveled to New York to per-

form in the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade.

Vice chairman Richard 
Saxer reported the Shatter-
GARD Glass Protection he 
recommended at last month’s 
meeting has been installed. 

Superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates reported the 
county attorney is review-
ing a proposed contract 
with Johnson Controls to 
upgrade school cameras and 
door locks with the safety 
grant money the school was 
awarded earlier this year.

School board 
honors Phillips

Northumberland Middle School principal Robert Bailey shares a handshake and a 
laugh with departing school board member Myrtle Phillips. She is leaving the school 
board after 13 years.

Members of Cub Scout 
Pack 307 recently toured the 
Middlesex County Museum to 
meet one of their requirements 
toward their Cub Scout Badges.

The Scouts explored the 
exhibits and displays and fin-
ished a scavenger hunt of 10 

questions. The boys and 
their families learned about 
World War II pilots, whales 
and Lt. Gen. Chesty Puller, 
all past residents of Middle-
sex County. 

“We were all surprised by 
the variety of what all they 

fit in the museum,” said 
Pack Master Maude Harris. 
“The boys learned a lot.”

The pack meets from 6 to 
7 p.m. on rotating Tuesdays 
at Harmony Grove Baptist 
Church. New members are 
welcome.

Cub Scouts visit museum
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The Virginia Tourism Cor-
poration met in the Northern 
Neck for the first time Friday, 
December 6.

The commission held its 
regular meeting at the Tides 
Inn in Irvington. Tides Inn 
general manager Gordon Slat-
ford, Lancaster supervisor 
Wally Beauchamp, Northern 
Neck Planning District Com-
mission economic develop-
ment and tourism coordinator 
Lisa Hull and Dudley Pat-
teson, proprietor of the Hope 
and Glory Inn and The Dog 
and Oyster vineyard, all spoke.

After Slatford and Beau-
champ’s welcoming remarks, 
Hull gave the commission an 
overview on tourism in the 
Northern Neck and the struc-
ture of the planning district 
commission. Patteson shared 
an optimistic vision of tourism 
for the Northern Neck capital-
izing on its oyster and wine 
pairings.

While they were here, VTC 
members tried a few of Irving-
ton’s favorite spots, reported 
Hull.

“They really enjoyed the 
Tides Inn, they enjoyed the 
Steamboat Era Museum, and 
I think it was great that they 
did that to get a flavor of the 
Northern Neck,” she said.

“From my house, which is two miles away, I could still 
hear the oyster boats out here on Carter’s Creek going 
out,” said Dudley Patteson, proprietor of the Hope and 
Glory Inn and The Dog and Oyster vineyard. “That’s 
music to us.”

The State Corporation Com-
mission (SCC) recently adjusted 
the premium levels charged for 
workers’ compensation insurance 
in Virginia.

Workers’ compensation insur-
ance provides medical care and 
wage replacement benefits to 
injured workers, explained SCC 
information resources director 
Ken Scharad. Almost all Virginia 
employers are required to provide 
the coverage to their employees.

The National Council on 
Compensation Insurance 
(NCCI) sought the revisions. 
The changes approved by the 
SCC will decrease the overall 
premium levels for the federal 
classifications in both the vol-
untary market and assigned risk 
plan and industrial and surface 
and underground coal mines in 
the assigned risk plan. They will 
increase the overall premium 

State tourism commission 
meets in the Northern Neck

by Renss Greene

Holiday Shop
The Rappahannock Art League Holiday Shop within the Studio Gallery, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, will remain open through December 28. Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays, except Christmas Day.  The shop features original 
and affordable items created by RAL members. Items include jewelry, knitted scarves, 
hats, greeting cards, small art pieces, calendars and children’s books. From left RAL 
members Sue and Pat Ramsey set up shop.

SCC adjusts workers’
compensation premiums

level for the industrial and sur-
face and underground coal mine 
classifications in the voluntary 
market.

Proposed and approved 
changes for the volunteer market, 
effective April 1, 2014, for new 
and renewal workers’ compensa-
tion policies, include industrial, 
up 4.1%; federal, up 2.3%; sur-
face coal mines, up 18%; and 
underground coal mines, up 
18%.

Proposed changes for the 
assigned risk rates include indus-
trial, down 4.2%; federal, down 
7.4%; surface coal mines, up 

4.4%; and underground coal 
mines, up 4.2 %.

However, changes approved 
by SCC include industrial, down 
7.6%; federal, down 10.7%; sur-
face coal mines, down 1.6%; and 
underground coal mines, down 
2.2%.

NCCI, a Florida-based rate 
service organization, represents 
insurance companies licensed 
to write workers’ compensation 
insurance in Virginia.

Virginia’s workers’ compen-
sation rates remain among the 
lowest in the country, said Scha-
rad.

The Mary Ball Washington Museum Gift 
Shop in Lancaster will host a book sign-

ing from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. December 23 with 
Keith Kehlbeck.

He will sign copies of his new book, Gone 
to God: A Civil War Family’s Ultimate Sacri-
fice.

Local author Carolyn Jett also will sign 
copies of Lancaster County: Where the River 
Meets the Bay.

The ladies of the Lancaster UDC will help 
co-host the event and provide complimentary 
light refreshments. 

 Kehlbeck draws upon previously unpub-
lished personal letters and a diary to relate the 
story of the Towles family from Lancaster, 
particularly the three brothers who enlisted 
in the 4th Virginia Cavalry and were too soon 
“gone to God,” said museum executive director 
Karen Hart.

“They provided loyal service to the Confed-
eracy, wrote letters home, fought in skirmishes 
and battles…and ultimately died in the service 
of the state and country they loved.  Their 
parents followed their exploits, worried for 
their safety, and mourned their passing,” said 
Kehlbeck.

A writer, historian, and marketing consul-
tant, Kehlbeck lives with his daughter and 
wife in Marshall, Mich. They have a second 
home in Lancaster County. His journey into 
researching and writing the book began 
when he married Ali Webb, great-grand-
daughter of Ella Towles Poole, the younger 
sister of the Towles soldiers.  He received 
from his new mother-in-law, Virginia Dix 
McGinnes Webb, a Civil War photo of her 

ancestor Robert Towles.
Copies can be purchased at the event or in 

advance at the gift shop for $27.99 hardcover 
or $18.99 paperback, plus sales tax.

The shop offers a large selection of books 
and a variety of merchandise related to local 
history and heritage, said Hart. During the 
book signing, there will be a sale with special 
prices on nearly everything.

Museum gift shop to host book signing

Sgt. Robert C. Towles, circa 1862
Photo courtesy of Keith Kehlbeck

The air we breathe in Vir-
ginia is cleaner now than it has 
been in many years.

The Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality’s most 
recent report shows significant 
reductions in the pollutants 
responsible for acid rain and 
smog from 2002 to 2011. And 
just recently, Gov. Bob McDon-
nell announced that 2013 was 
Virginia’s cleanest air year on 
record, with the Common-
wealth seeing a 97% decrease 
since 1999 in the number of 
days exceeding national air 
quality standards statewide.

It is no coincidence that it 
was exactly 10 years ago that 
Dominion Virginia Power 
entered into an important and 
unique agreement with the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to reduce power station 
air emissions that contribute to 
acid rain and smog.

While dozens of other elec-
tric utilities around the country 
dug in their heels to fight the 
EPA, Dominion voluntarily 
chose to work with the agency 
and go beyond what the law 
then required regarding emis-
sions of sulfur dioxide (SO2) 
and nitrogen oxide (NOx), both 
by-products of burning coal to 
generate electricity.

It was not a decision made 
lightly. The goals the company 
agreed to would involve major 
new costs and take nearly a 
decade to complete.

Today, the results are in – 

and they are nothing short of 
extraordinary.

The installation of the latest 
environmental control tech-
nology at five large, coal-fired 
power stations in Virginia and 
West Virginia has reduced 
emissions of SO2, NOx and 
mercury more than 80%, pre-
venting nearly 1.9 million tons 
of these chemicals from enter-
ing the air since the agreement 
was signed.

This historic accomplish-
ment has helped make Vir-
ginia’s air cleaner and clearer, 
healthier to breathe and easier 
on the state’s lakes, streams and 
rivers.  

The reduction in the power 
station emissions did not result 
in any rate increases for cus-
tomers. The bulk of the $1.2 
billion spent for emissions con-
trols was absorbed by the com-
pany—achieved by cost reduc-
tions and efficiency gains even 
as we continued to improve 
electric reliability for our cus-
tomers.

It is almost impossible to 
imagine the equipment neces-
sary to achieve emission reduc-
tions on this scale. As one of 
our engineers once told a group 
of visitors, in each location it 
was like putting a large chemi-
cal plant on the back end of a 
power station.

But while these emission 
reductions are truly historic, 
because of the constant drum-
beat for ever tougher environ-
mental laws, most Virginians 
are unaware that they [emission 

reductions] or other clean air 
improvements have been made. 

Since the first U.S. Clean 
Air Act was passed in 1970—
Dominion was an early sup-
porter— the air in Virginia and 
around the country has been 
made significantly cleaner and 
healthier despite extraordinary 
growth in population, power 
generation, vehicular traffic 
and industrial output. 

It is an amazing and yet tra-
ditional American success story, 
born of a mixture of technology, 
science, law, business, environ-
mental advocacy, and as our 
CEO said at the time, a commit-
ment “to do the right thing.”

For us and our customers, 
it was also smart business—
and that has to be part of the 
equation because environmen-
tal improvements cannot be 
achieved without economic 
considerations.

In undertaking this program, 
we saw that an agreement 
would give us an opportunity 
to chart our own course and 
get ahead of constantly chang-
ing environmental regulations. 
This gave us some needed cer-
tainty about our future envi-
ronmental costs, allowing us to 
plan for them in a sound, busi-
ness-like way. This ultimately 
helped hold down costs while 
allowing us to meet increas-
ingly strict environmental regu-
lations.

Today, Dominion remains 
fully committed to operating in 
an environmentally responsible 
manner, and we believe we 

have a record that backs that 
up. We strive to obey the law 
and even go above it when it 
makes good business and envi-
ronmental sense to do so.

Overall, not only are our 
SO2 and NOx emissions down 
substantially, our greenhouse 
gas emissions are falling as 
well as we close certain older 
stations and convert or replace 
them with cleaner burning 
natural gas units or renewable 
biomass fuel.

Even so, a continuing envi-
ronmental challenge facing 
our company and other utilities 
today is adding new generation 
to meet growth. Some environ-
mental groups have gone so far 
as to assert that it can be done 
exclusively with wind and solar 
energy.

As a company responsible 
for supplying reliable and rea-
sonably priced power to 2.4 
million customers, we believe 
that advanced fossil fuel 
plants—fitted with the proper 
environmental control tech-
nology—must be part of the 
generation mix, along with 
emission-free nuclear power 
and renewable energy and con-
servation.

It is an approach that is bal-
anced, environmentally respon-
sible and best economically for 
our customers—much like the 
agreement we signed with the 
EPA 10 years ago.

Pam Faggert is vice presi-
dent and chief environmental 
officer for Dominion Virginia 
Power.

A 10-year march to cleaner air in Virginia
by Pam Faggert
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NOBLETT APPLIANCE & PROPANE
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1939 
Main & Augusta Streets, Kilmarnock

www.noblett.com

FREE DELIVERY

Microwaves
  Advantium Ovens
    Dishwashers
      Wine Coolers
        Bedding 
          Beverage Centers
              Refrigerators
                Ranges
                  Laundry

Open Friday, Dec. 13 till 7 p.m.

Cleans Clothes Using Activated Oxygen 
Use No Detergent, Bleach or Fabric Softener
Wash in Cold Water Only 
Eliminate Detergent Skin Sensitivities
Eliminate Hunter’s Scent

pureWash Exclusive Dealer

Only

$329

Save up to $600.00 a year!

Hooks up to any washing mashine!

    $1899
26

GE® 26.3 Cu. Ft. French Door Refrigerator

GE® Free Standing 30” Double Oven 
Electric Range 

 $1299

GE® Built in Hybrid Stainless Steel
Interior Dishwasher

 $499

GE® Over-the-Range Microwave Oven

 $349

MONTHS

Free Delivery
Professional installation available

Dobe Run
Canine Boarding & Daycare

where the stay is great, because we don’t crate!

758-4360 office
Hours: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 7 days a week

Grooming 3 Days a Week
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

By Appointment Only

Connie George has been 
selected as Rappahannock 
General Hospital’s Employee 
of the Month for December 
2013.  She works in the oper-
ating room-housekeeping 
department.               

Her family includes her 
husband of 36 years, Tommy; 
two beautiful daughters, Lisa 
and Leslie; six wonderful 
grandchildren, Chase, 11, 
Dylan, 7, Cody, 7, Bryce, 3 
months, Presley, 4 and Wyatt, 
2; and her sister, Debbie.

She enjoys spending 
time with her grandchil-
dren, yard work, cooking, 
crafts and crocheting, said 
George. Most important to 
her is being with her family 
and friends, and her regular 
Friday date night at Lee’s.  

George enjoys working at 
RGH because “when some-
one is in need, our staff pulls 
together like family and gets 
the job done to care for the 
patient,” she said. “They’ve 
always been there for me.”

George is a lifelong resi-
dent of Lancaster County.

Quotes as of: Close on 12/09/13
AT&T ..............................34.90
Altria (Philip Morris) ..........37.38
BB & T Corp. .................34.73
Bay Banks VA ...................5.01
Ches Fin Shrs ..................18.12
CSX Corporation ............28.04
Davenport Equity Fund ..19.54
Davenport Value + Income 
Fund ................................14.56
Davenport Equity Opp Fund 15.63
Bank of America .................. 15.54
Dominion Resources ......63.38
Eastern VA Bank Shares ...7.14
Exxon Mobil ...................95.76
IBM ...............................176.44
MDLZ .............................34.27
Omega Protein ................14.40
Sun Trust Banks ..............35.58
Union First Market Bankshares 
.........................................24.78
Verizon ............................49.20  
Wells Fargo .....................44.35

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

  Quotes and information furnished by 
Davenport & Company LLC, Rt. 3, Ice 
House Field, White Stone, VA. (804) 
435-7705 or 1-800-378-2165.

Connie George 
tops hospital’s
employee chart
for December

Connie George

BUSINESS BRIEFS
■ Job workshops

Upcoming Virginia Employ-
ment Commission workshops 
include Job Corps Interviews 
at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18; and Happy Holidays on 
a Shoestring Budget at 3 p.m. 
Thursday, December 19.

The workshops will be held 
at the VEC Workforce Center 
at 14243 Historyland Highway 
in Warsaw.

■ Appointments
Gov. Bob McDonnell 

recently announced William 
P. Burge has been appointed 
acting Commissioner of the 
Virginia Department of Labor 
and Industry.

Gov. McDonnell also 
announced appointments to 
18 Virginia boards and com-
missions, including the re-
appointment of Craig H. Giese 
of Lancaster, a soybean farmer 
and CPA with Dehnert,Clark & 
Co. in Irvington, and Ronnie 
L. Russell of Water View, a 
soybean farmer and manager 
of Corbin Hall Farms in Mid-
dlesex County,  to the Virginia 
Soybean Board.

■ Books for sale
The Middlesex County 

Museum, 777 General Puller 
Highway, Saluda, has many 
books available for purchase 
that showcase various aspects 
of local history. Available titles 
include Signatures in Time 
($50), Middlesex Memories 
($15), Portrait of Deltaville 
($20), Historic Buildings in 
Middlesex County ($20) and A 
Place in Time ($25).

The museum also carries 
many books by local authors 
including Larry Chowning, 
Mary Buxton and Dalton 
Slaughter. The museum and 
gift shop are open from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Wednesdays through 
Saturdays.

■ DMV closings
All Virginia Department 

of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
full-service customer ser-
vice centers will be closed 
December 23 through 25 in 
observance of the Christmas 
holiday. DMV also will close 
on January 1 for the New 
Year’s holiday.

■ Estate planning
“Who Gets Grandma’s 

Yellow Pie Plate?,” a workshop 
addressing the transfer of non-
titled property will be offered 
from 1 to 3 p.m. December 16 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville. 
It will be repeated from 10 
a.m. to noon December 19 
at Commonwealth Assisted 
Living, 460 South Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Extension agent Kathleen 
D. Watson, MSG, will lead 
the discussion. The fee is $15, 
which covers the cost of a 
workbook. Advance registra-
tion is required. Call the Nor-
thumberland Extension office, 
580-5694, or the Lancaster 
Extension office, 462-5780. 

■ Food drive
The Commonwealth 

Assisted Living food drive 
to benefit the Northern Neck 
Food Bank will continue until 
December 18. All citizens are 
urged to help if they are able.

Donations may be delivered 
to Commonwealth Assisted 
Living, 460 South Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. Dona-
tions of gift cards or cash to 
purchase nutritious foods also 
will be accepted.

■ Reservations due
The Inn at Stratford Hall is 

accepting reservations for a 
New Year’s Eve all-inclusive 
prime rib dinner. The menu 
will include shrimp cock-
tail, salad, prime rib, baked 
potato, broccoli, black eyed 
peas, dessert cart and spar-
kling toast.

The fee is $45. For reserva-
tions, call 493-1966. Inquire 
about the $89 room rate. 

■ Thanks for giving
Country Cottage in White 

Stone is conducting its 
"Thanks for Giving" campaign 
to benefit area senior citizens. 
The seniors could use almost 
anything from coats, hats, 
gloves, blankets, scarfs, sweat-
ers, toiletries; any of the things 
used on a daily basis.

Items can be dropped at 
Country Cottage from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Mondays through 
Saturdays or noon to 6 p.m. 
Sundays; or call Pam Sawyer 
at 435-3812.

■ Winter’s Tail
A Winter’s Tail in Won-

derland will be held from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. December 14 
at The Bulb Shoppe and Gar-
dens at Brent and Becky’s 
Bulbs. Gloucester Mathews 
Humane Society volunteers 
will turn the Chesapeake 
Lounge into Santa’s Winter 
Wonderland.

Bring the kids, critters and 
cameras for photos with Santa. 
Support the Humane Society 
by purchasing hot chocolate, 
hot dogs, baked goods and dog 
treats. 

■ Dream book
Author Cathy Hunsberger of 

Gloucester recently announced 
the release of  DREAMS: 
Unlocking the Mystery, A 
How-To Guide that Will 
Change Your Life.  Hunsperger 
says dreams bring messages 
about life, relationships, career 
and creative efforts. These 
messages, when acted on, can 
transform your life. 

Order from Amazon, or 
email the author for a dis-
counted, signed copy at chun-
sberger@cox.net.

■ Operator honors
Antonio Randolph, a custom 

applicator for Southern States’ 
Northeast North Carolina 
Agronomy Service based in 
Farmville, N.C., was named 
2013 AGCO Operator of the 
Year at the recent meeting 
of the Agricultural Retailer’s 
Association (ARA) in Miami, 
Fla.

A seven-year veteran of 
Southern States, Randolph 
was recognized for his skills in 
precision application of fertil-
izer and crop protectants, his 
outstanding customer service 
and his hometown community 
involvement.

■ Farm loans
Women and minority farm-

ers interested in buying 
and operating family-sized 
farms may be eligible for 
loans from the Farm Ser-
vice Agency, according to J. 
Calvin Parrish, the Virginia 
Farm Service Agency state 
executive director. 

To learn more about FSA 
Farm Loan programs, con-
tact the local Farm Service 
Agency or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

More
Business News
on pages D4-5



C8   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

18679 Eltham Road, West Point
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NARFE Chapter 1823 installs new officers
During a holiday luncheon December 3 at the Horn Harbor Restaurant, the National 

for 2014-15. NARFE Virginia Federation of Chapters president Luther Santiful installed 

president and NARFE Virginia Federation membership chairman BJ McMillan, 

Middlesex County cattle pro-
ducer W. Ellis Walton of Church 
View was elected December 5 to 
a second three-year term on the 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion board of directors. Elections 
were held at the recent VFBF 
2013 Annual Convention in 
Richmond.

Walton will represent Farm 
Bureau producer members in 
Caroline, Essex, Gloucester, 
King and Queen, King William, 
Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, 
Northumberland, Richmond 
and Westmoreland counties, 
reported VFBF communications 
vice president Greg Hicks.

Walton chairs the aquaculture 
advisory committee and serves 
on membership services advi-
sory and compensation commit-
tees.

A Farm Bureau member for 
48 years, he serves on the Mid-
dlesex County Farm Bureau 
board of director. He owns 435 

acres of farmland and has 82 
South Devon cattle.

He also chairs the administra-
tive committee for the Mid-Tide-
water Baptist Association and 
serves as a deacon at Hermitage 
Baptist Church. He and his wife, 
Linda, have three daughters, one 
son and seven grandchildren.

Speaker Mark Gold was quick to dispel 
any expectations of market predictions 
during his December 3 remarks at the 2013 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation annual 
convention in Richmond.

“If I knew where the markets were going, 
I wouldn’t be telling you,” he told the assem-
bled farmers and other agriculture profes-
sionals. “I’d be long retired.”

Gold is president, chief executive officer 
and managing partner of Top Third Ag Mar-
keting and a former member of the Chicago 
Board of Trade. Top Third’s goal is to help 
its farmer customers market their products 
in the top third of prices available during a 
market year.

Gold spoke on “Managing Risk in an 
Inherently Risky Business” during the con-
vention’s opening luncheon and later in the 
day led a more detailed workshop on risk 
management for interested producers.

Over the past three years, he noted, many 
American farmers have been living “The 
Dream”: attractive prices for corn and soy-
beans, rising land values and periods where 
the most profitable marketing strategy “was 
just to fall asleep and market (grain) when-
ever you wanted to.”

Historically, Gold said, two out of every 10 
crop years is like that in the U.S. “Those other 
eight can be a marketing challenge.”

Dream years, he noted, expose producers 
to greater risks, and the commodities market 

exists “to force out an inefficient producer” 
when prices drop below the cost of produc-
tion.

This year has been a wake-up call, he said.
“We learned that if you have a cold, wet 

spring and a summer drought, you can still 
produce record yields” like Virginia’s and 
the nation’s corn crop. What could happen, 
in addition to commodity prices dropping, he 
asked, “if we have good weather?”

What happens if interest rates begin to go 
up and the U.S. economy advances while 
trade partner China’s declines? What hap-
pens if trade issues emerge in light of China’s 
recent assertion of a no-fly zone in the East 
China Sea?

Gold urged crop and livestock farmers 
to use the trading tools available to them to 
establish price floors now for the crops they 
will plant and the animals they will sell in 
2014. He also emphasized that revenue 
insurance offers some assurance of revenue, 
but it will not market a crop. 

“Revenue insurance does not maximize 
revenue,” he said. “Marketing is what maxi-
mizes revenue. … Crop insurance allows you 
more marketing opportunities, but you have 
to spend some money to protect that (pre-
mium) price,” he said.

Lastly, he told farmers, “don’t ever listen 
to what a broker thinks. Listen to what he 
knows.”

Following his remarks, Gold conducted a 

workshop to help farmers better market their 
livestock and crops.

“The average American farmer sells the 
majority of his crops every year in the bottom 
third of prices for those crops,” Gold told 
workshop participants. “We can do better.”

He offered workshop participants a multi-
ple-step program for improving the way they 
market commodities. The first, and most 
important step, is devoting time to marketing.

“I’m asking you to spend five minutes a 
day marketing your products; I believe every-
one can handle that,” said Gold.

He advised farmers to quit making 
excuses and not get emotional when selling 
commodities. If a good price comes along, 
he said, don’t just hold out for a better one.

He urged farmers to develop a market-
ing plan, use self-discipline and track daily 
market prices to know the best times to sell 
or exercise buying options such as a “put.”

A put option is “used to establish a mini-
mum selling price and gives the buyer the 
right, but not the obligation, to sell a particu-
lar futures contract at a specified price at any 
time during the life of the option,” Gold said.

He ecommended that farmers not try to 
speculate on their sales contracts. “Only 7% 
of all outside speculators can beat the pros in 
Chicago [Board of Trade].”

He also recommended farmers find a mar-
keting mentor or hire an agricultural market-
ing firm to assist them.  

Risk management can keep dream years 
from becoming nightmares, farmers told

Renewing the State Fair 
of Virginia and adapting 

to the changing health insur-
ance marketplace caused by 
the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act were the 
highlights of 2013 for the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation, 
according to president Wayne 
F. Pryor. 

“Last year I reported to 
you that Farm Bureau was a 
major owner of the State Fair 
of Virginia,” Pryor told voting 
delegates on December 3 at the 
VFBF annual convention in 
Richmond. “A year later I’m 
pleased to stand before you as 
the head of the organization 
that not only owns the State 
Fair outright, but also mounted 
a highly successful event in 
our rookie year as sole owner. 
Attendance at the State Fair of 
Virginia this year was 229,000, 
a 40% increase over last year’s 
attendance.”

Farm Bureau bought out 
Universal Fairs LLC last March 
in order to take full owner-
ship of The Meadows Event 
Park in Caroline County and 
the State Fair, which is held at 
The Meadows. The two com-
panies owned the property and 
fair jointly in 2012 after the 
previous owners declared bank-
ruptcy. Plans are in the works 
for a series of signature events 

at the venue in 2014, includ-
ing a hot air balloon festival, 
a country music festival and a 
Christmas lights extravaganza.

VFBF has several health 
insurance brokerage and mar-
keting subsidiaries, and Pryor 
said a great deal of work was 
done to prepare for the massive 
changes coming to the health 
insurance industry due to the 
Affordable Care Act. 

“We created our own health 
insurance marketplace to help 
our members across Virginia 
and in Maryland adapt to the 
changes,” he said. “We trained 
our county office employees 
to be ready for the many ques-
tions our members had and 
will have about health insur-
ance policies. Our goal is to 
serve our members, whether 
they be a farmer, a suburbanite 
or one of the health insurance 
brokers our subsidiaries serve.”

Pryor also told convention 
participants the American 
Farm Bureau Federation 
selected Virginia Farm Bureau 
to receive all six of its state 
Farm Bureau Awards of Excel-
lence this year, in the areas of 
education and outreach; lead-
ership development; member 
services; membership initia-
tives; policy development and 
implementation; and public 
relations and communication.

Five Virginia newspapers and 
one television station recently 
claimed the 2013 Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation Journalism 
Awards. Winners were recog-
nized December 3 during the 
organization’s 2013 annual 
Ccnvention in Richmond.

“As usual, we were amazed at 
the depth and creativity of our 
award winners,” said president 
Wayne F. Pryor. “It’s heartening 
to know that there are still report-
ers and editors who understand 
the importance of our $79 bil-
lion industry and report it from 
all sides. And this year’s win-
ners represent virtually every 
region of the state—from the 
sandy soils of peanut and cotton 
country to the rolling hills and 
valleys of livestock country, and 
all points in between.”

A team of reporters at The 
Roanoke Times earned the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation’s 
top journalism honor, the Ishee-
Quann Award, and have been 
named co-winners in the daily 
newspaper category of the orga-
nization’s 2013 Journal Journal-
ism Awards.

The other daily co-winner 
was reporter Candace Sipos of 
the Daily News-Record in Har-
risonburg. 

The Tidewater News in 
Franklin and Fauquier Times 
reporter Jay Pinsky shared co-
winner honors in the weekly 
newspaper category. 

Jonathan Parker of the Star-
Tribune in Chatham claimed 
the Members’ Choice Award, 
which is based on nominations 

by Farm Bureau members. Win-
ners are selected using the same 
judging criteria as in the other 
categories.

WHSV TV 3 in Harrisonburg 
claimed the television category 
for the third consecutive year.

The Roanoke Times reported 
on a dairy farm that uses 
modern technology, the critical 
value and necessity of Virginia 
Cooperative Extension to farm-
ers and consumers, efforts to 
preserve and expand the number 
of beekeepers in its coverage 
area to ensure pollination, Bed-
ford County’s branded locally 
grown produce and a college 
that grows its own food.

Sipos reported on a farm 
family who switched from 
dairy to beef cattle production, 
the 2013 Farm Bill, how frost 
affected Shenandoah Valley 
vineyards, the possible lifting 
of a Chinese ban on poultry 
exports, how late-winter snows 
affected spring planting and a 
poultry litter project that turned 
waste into electricity. 

The Tidewater News reported 
on Southampton County soy-
bean growers, the feral hog 
problem and the county’s 
cotton, soybean and peanut 
crops during the growing year.

Pinsky reported on hoop 
houses, high feed prices affect-
ing dairy farmers, Virginia’s 
Right to Farm Act, the impor-
tance of the Virginia Master 
Cattlemen Certification pro-
gram, a Buy Fresh Buy Local 
movement, trends in agriculture 
technology, 4-H education and 

VFBF names media award winners
the struggles farmers face. 

Parker of the Star-Tribune 
reported on a family tobacco 
farm, Virginia’s controversial 
uranium mining issue, Christ-
mas tree farming, awards won 
by local farmers, a day-in-the-
life of several local farmers, 
tobacco auctions and a younger-
generation dairyman. 

TV 3 reported on the Shenan-
doah Valley’s growing coyote 
problem, a volunteer farm that 
offers its food to those in need, 
the economic importance of sup-
porting local farmers’ markets, 
the push for more agritourism 
in the region and the accuracy of 
the Farmers’ Almanac.

With 135,000 members in 88 
county Farm Bureaus, VFBF is 
Virginia’s largest farmers’ advo-
cacy group. 

VFBF president reviews
accomplishments for 2013

The Virginia Farm Bureau Federation 
Young Farmers Committee on December 
4 honored Kevin Schmidt with its 2013 
Warren Beach Award for his work in sup-
port of Virginia’s young farmers. He was 
recognized at the 2013 VFBF annual con-
vention in Richmond.

Schmidt is director of the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services Office of Policy, Planning and 
Research. As the first coordinator for 

the Office of Farmland Preservation, he 
helped develop the Virginia Farm Link 
program, which links experienced farm-
ers with aspiring farmers who are seeking 
land and mentors.

“Mr. Schmidt has always supported our 
efforts to grow the Young Farmers Pro-
gram and support the agriculture industry 
in Virginia,” said Nathan A. Aker, chair-
man of the VFBF Young Farmers Com-
mittee. “When the committee came to him 

asking that they be involved in improving 
the Farm Link program in 2010, he wel-
comed their input and worked with them 
toward solutions they could support. His 
efforts ultimately expanded Farm Link 
to include all aspects of what the Code 
of Virginia intended, and it continues to 
grow today.”

The Warren Beach Award is named for 
a veteran Farm Bureau leader whose sup-
port of young farmers is legendary.

W. Ellis Walton re-elected to the VFBF board

VFBF Young Farmers Committee honors VDACS official


