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KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Board 
of Zoning Appeals on November 26 granted 
an appeal, allowing Northern Neck Genera-
tor to encroach the 20-foot front setback 
from Christopher Road.

Planning and zoning director Marshall 
Sebra previously issued a permit for an 
office building on the property, but declined 
a later amendment that put the office build-
ing within the required 20-foot setback from 
the right of way.

Northern Neck Generator owner Todd 
Sanders presented the case for appeal.

“As a growing business, I need the space,” 
said Sanders. “I just need it. My company 
needs it in order for us to continue to con-

Growing up, Cheryl Whittle had 
always felt unloved, unwanted 

and out of place in her own family. 
Unlike her sister, Sandi, who was 
tall, thin and outgoing, Cheryl 
was short, plump and shy. Sandi 
was the apple of their father Joe 
Wilmoth’s eye, while Cheryl often 
feared him. 

So in 2009 when genetic test-
ing revealed Joe was not Cheryl’s 
biological father, the 61-year-old 
retired nurse was surprised but not 
shocked. 

“I never felt a part of him,” said 
Cheryl. “I grew up believing in my 
heart that I did not belong.”

And now, a great deal of what 
happened during her childhood 
makes sense.

Her quest 
Cheryl was watching an epi-

sode of Oprah in 2008 when she 
was intrigued by a segment about 
23andMe, a new internet company 
that sold genetic tests directly to 
individuals. The episode highlighted 
the company’s founder, who was 
nine months pregnant. The tests, she 
said, provided information about her 
unborn child. 

As a registered nurse, Cheryl had 
always been fascinated with genetic 
testing. She and her husband, Dickie, 
married when Cheryl was only 14 

and he was 20. She was pregnant but 
the baby girl was stillborn. And even 
though the two later had other chil-
dren, Cheryl thought the DNA test 
could provide information as to why 
she had a stillborn daughter. She had 
also done a great deal of geneologi-
cal research on her father’s family 
and thought the test would add some 
insight. 

Testing was fairly simple. The 
company, 23andMe, offered an 
at-home spit test, which Cheryl 

purchased at $495 each for her hus-
band and older half-brother, Milton 
Wilmoth. She was hoping by test-
ing Milton, it would reveal some 
more information about her father’s 
lineage. Instead, it revealed more 
questions. 
The results 

A few months after taking the 
tests, Cheryl was browsing the 
company’s Relative Finder, a data-
base that allows customers to find 
relatives based on shared segments 

of the 23 chromosomes. Although 
Cheryl found some distant, unknown 
relatives on her list, her brother Mil-
ton’s name didn’t appear as a possi-
ble relative. So she checked Milton’s 
list for her name. She didn’t appear 
as a relative for him either. 

“I kept studying that thing for nine 
months,” said Cheryl. “I didn’t know 
how to use it. I kept putting me and 
Milton in and nothing would come 
up.”

Confused, she contacted another 
user for advice and eventually 
called on an expert in genetic 
geneology. Cheryl thought she 
was using the Relative Finder 
incorrectly. The expert, however, 
confirmed her fears. Milton didn’t 
share any chromosomes with 
Cheryl and they couldn’t possi-
bly be half-siblings. In fact, they 
weren’t even related. 

Cheryl shared her findings with 
Sandi, who was devastated. Not 
only was Sandi disappointed that 
she and Cheryl may not be full 
sisters but she was also concerned 
that she too may not be Joe’s bio-
logical child. 

“Sandi knew that they definitely 
treated me different,” said Cheryl. 
“She was very upset that nobody 
told us. Sandi used to say it was 
the best kept secret ever. Nobody 
wants to tell us anything. If they 
know anything, they won’t tell us.”

Although Sandi was reluctant to 

take the genetic test, Cheryl eventu-
ally convinced her. Sandi’s test not 
only revealed what Cheryl had sus-
pected about her biological father, 
it also revealed that Sandi was at a 
high risk for colorectal cancer, a dis-
ease she was diagnosed with shortly 
after taking the test. She has since 
died. 

“This was very hard on Sandi,” 
said Cheryl. “It was very upsetting 
to her.”

Sandi’s DNA test showed that she 
and Cheryl did share half their chro-
mosomes, which meant they were 
half sisters, sharing a mother but not 
a father. 

For the past three years, Cheryl 
has been consumed with locating her 
biological father. 

The desk and wall surrounding her 
computer at her home on the Rap-
pahannock River in Monaskan are 
covered in papers and charts, map-
ping out family trees. There are pic-
tures of relatives that have sprung up 
on various internet geneology sites 
Cheryl has never met. Is one of the 
men her father? 

“I’m not just looking for 
‘Daddy’,” she said. “What I really 
want to know is who I am, where did 
I come from?

“It would be nice to know if I had 
sisters or brothers out there, that I 
could get to know. But I don’t expect 
a big family reunion, an ‘Oh, it’s my 
long lost sister!’ type of thing. I’d 
just like to find out if they are out 
there.”

Kilmarnock BZA grants appeal
by Renss Greene duct business.”

The hearing drew support from a hand-
ful of citizens and surrounding business 
owners, as well as Madeline Christopher, 
owner of the property and Christopher 
Drive, a private road.

“It seems to me we’re talking about a 
difference of 6 feet,” said vice chairman 
Mei-Li Beane. “It would be 14 feet from 
the road rather than 20. And the neighbors 
don’t seem to mind, the property owners 
don’t mind, it’s not a major road. I don’t 
see any problem with voting to let them do 
it.”

“I feel we’re somewhat hamstrung by the 
fact that it is a 20-foot requirement,” said 
chairman Les Kilduff. He was concerned 
the matter came before the BZA as an 

appeal instead of request for variance.
“I don’t really see a good legal argu-

ment for granting it, unfortunately,” said 
Kilduff. “I do appreciate having this busi-
ness in town, and I think a variance, I 
might look at it a little differently.”

The board voted 2-1 to grant the appeal, 
with support from Beane and Geneva 
Dawson. Kilduff dissented.

Kilmarnock planning and 
zoning director Marshall 

Sebra listens to Todd 
Sanders of Northern Neck 
Generator present his case 

for appeal.

Genetic tests lead to big question: ‘Where did I come from?’

To her surprise, Cheryl Whittle of Lancaster found out through an 
online genetic site that her father was not her biological father. Photo 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Community illuminations

cookies and a community Christmas tree at the Old Northumberland Courthouse in Heathsville. The ceremony included music by the Bethany Baptist Church bell choir, Bible 
readings by Kornel Kiss, and the tree lighting. Photos by Renss Greene
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RAL 
Holiday Gift

 Shop

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main St, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309, ralgallery.com

November 20 - December 28

Crafts

Ceramics Sculpture
Artwork

Jewelry
Cards

CHRISTMAS TREES! CHRISSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTMMMMMMAAAAAAAAASSSS TTTTTTTTRREES
Live U-cut!

Locusville PlantationLLLLooccuuuussvvviilllleee PPPllaannttaatttiiioonn
Shop in Our Country Store! 
Wed.-Sun. 10a.m.-5.pm WWWWeeeedddddd....-SSSSSuuunn.. 11100000aaaaa..mmmm..-55..ppppppmmm
583 Slabtown Rd., Lancaster 

From Lively, take 
White Chapel Rd.
left on River Rd. 
through Ottoman 

left on Slabtown Rd. 
follow signs 804-462-0002Correction

An article in the November 
27 Rappahannock Record 
stated the middle school nurse 
serving Lancaster schools quit 
last May.

However, it was the high 
school nurse who quit.

JACKSONVILLE, FLA—
Trustees of the Jessie Ball duPont 
Fund recently awarded $60,000 
to Wicomico Episcopal Church 
in Wicomico Church, to sup-
port operating expenses of Link-
ing Hope and Help (The Link) 
a program of 23 congregations 
and agencies to better coordinate 
community responses to people 
in need.

The grant was among 17 
awards, valued at $1.98 million, 
made by the trustees during their 
November meeting, reported 
Mary Kress Littlepage.

 The Link was established 
in 2012 to help congregations 
more effectively and efficiently 
respond to requests for assis-
tance.

Link staff validates requests for 
assistance and refers the individ-
ual or family to churches or orga-
nizations equipped to respond 
appropriately. The Link’s cen-
tralized interviewing, counsel-
ing and referral services reduce 
the amount of church staff time 
spent responding to requests and 
eliminate duplication of effort 
among the churches.

 Other awards made to 
Virginia-based organizations 
include:

Macon College, Ashland, to 
support a partnership with 

Washington and Lee Univer-
sity, Virginia Commonwealth 
University and the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey to implement 
a joint water quality monitor-
ing educational and research 
effort.

-
versity, Radford, to support the 
expansion of the Summer Bridge 
Program, a partnership with 
Project Discovery that exposes 
first generation high school girls 
to education and career options 
in the STEM fields.

Diocese of Virginia, Richmond, 
to support Grace-on-the-Hill, an 
intentional community of Chris-
tians living together and engaged 
in service, vocational discern-
ment and leadership formation in 
the Oregon Hill neighborhood in 
Richmond.

Henry Memorial Foundation, 
Brookneal, to improve the orga-
nization’s internet capacity and 
upgrade its technology and 
phone systems.

The Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
makes grants to more than 330 
eligible organizations identified 
by Mrs. duPont in her will. The 
Fund has assets of more than 
$270 million and has awarded 
$329 million in grants since 
1977.

KILMARNOCK—Bank of 
Lancaster’s Golden Advantage 
Club is excited to continue its 
support of a holiday tradition for 
20 years.

Golden Santa is a program 
where employees, customers, 
friends and neighbors are asked 
to donate nonperishable food, 
new toys and books. Items may 
be dropped off at any Bank of 
Lancaster office throughout the 
Northern Neck.

The items are to help those in 
need at this time of year, said vice 
president and Golden Advantage 
Club director Theresa Ransone. 
Each county uses their own 

resources for distribution.
“This is Golden Santa’s 20th 

year and we are truly excited and 
grateful to all of our employees, 
customers and friends who make 
this event possible,” said Ran-
sone. “It is our mission to reach 
out to the communities we serve 
and help all of our friends and 
neighbors have the blessing of a 
happy holiday season. All of us at 
Bank of Lancaster thank you in 
advance for helping us with this 
program” 

Collections of food, toys and 
books will continue through 
December 13 at all Bank of Lan-
caster offices.  

WHITE STONE—In a 
region rich in history, the War 
of 1812 is largely overlooked, 
according to historian and 
author Stuart L. Butler, key-
note speaker at the December 
3 dedication of “The Capture 
of the Dolphin” historical 
marker.

The Mary Ball Washington 
Museum sponsored the newest 
roadside marker, one of sev-
eral new markers going up in 
Virginia to acknowledge the 
courage and sacrifices of Vir-
ginians during the struggle to 
remain independent of Britain.

According to Butler, the 
British vessels ran a block-
ade of the Chesapeake Bay 
disrupting commercial ship-
ping and seizing cargo. Also, 
British troops plundered the 
Virginia countryside along 
the James, Rappahannock and 
Potomac rivers.  

On April 3, 1813, an Ameri-
can privateer ship from Bal-
timore, the Dolphin, joined 
three smaller privateers—the 
Arab, Lynx and Racer—to 
engage in battle with the Brit-
ish Navy on the Rappahan-
nock River. The ships were 

Cathi and Pam Cordially Invite You to the 

December 7
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

40% Off Sale
(some exclusions apply)

3443 Irvington Road 
Irvington, Va 22482

(804) 438-5800

Rappahannock Florist
HOLIDAY

OPEN HOUSE

The Rappahannock Record 
will publish letters to Santa in the 
December 19 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record 
office by Wednesday, December 
11. If letters are written as a class 
project, teachers are urged to 
submit them by Friday, Decem-
ber 6.

Letters should be written with 
a dark pencil or ink and include 
the child’s name, age and home-
town. Parents, teachers and 
others are asked to make certain 
the letters are legible. Please 
include the teacher’s first and 

last names with class submis-
sions.

Email letters to mail@rre-
cord.com, send to Rappahan-
nock Record,  P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482, fax to 
435-2632, or deliver them to the 
Record office at 27 North Main 
Street. There is a delivery slot 
in the front door for after-hours 
submissions.

The December 19 issue also 
will include holiday greetings 
from area merchants and others. 
The deadline for these advertis-
ing messages is December 11.

permanent home will be on Mary Ball Road near the bridge. From left, the Society of 

New historical marker recalls War of 1812
naval activity on the Rappahannock River

by Audrey Thomasson greatly outnumbered and out-
gunned by two dozen British 
gunboats and naval vessels 
at the mouth of the Corroto-
man River in what became the 
largest naval engagements of 
that war. The British naval and 
marine forces quickly overran 
the Americans—but Captain 
W.J. Stafford of the Dolphin, 
stubbornly refused to give 
up after the other ships were 
captured until he was severely 
wounded and could no longer 
keep the British from board-
ing his ship. 

“It was an example of 
American courage and brav-
ery under fire,” said Butler.

Lancaster County adminis-
trator Frank Pleva presented a 
resolution from the board of 
supervisors honoring a young 
nation that stood up to “...the 
strongest nation on earth to 

defend the freedom, honor, 
sovereignty and economic 
interest of the United States in 
what became known as Amer-
ica’s Second War of Indepen-
dence.” Supervisors praised 
the early citizens of Lancaster 
County who for over two 
years “...suffered greatly from 
the interruption of commerce 
and destruction of property...”

Past and present museum 
presidents Stevenson Walker 
and Jane Henley unveiled the 
marker. Also, R. Page Henley 
Jr. told a story of his fam-
ily’s encounter with the Brit-
ish invasion while Ret. Lt. 
Col. Myron Mike E. Lyman 
Sr. gave a history of the War 
of 1812 flag and Dr. Cheryl 
Davis, of the James Monroe 
chapter of the U.S. Daugh-
ters of 1812, sang the national 
anthem.

Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
awards grant to The Link

Golden Santa tradition continues

Santa letters are due by December 11
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NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons 

Parking Lots Will Be Closed
Next Friday, Dec. 13, at 6:45pm

No Entrance/Exit To Main Street Until 
8:00 pm For Christmas Parade

 

Open Daily for Lunch and Dinner from 11 a.m.

62 Irvington Dr., Kilmarnock. (Across from Tri-Star Supermarket)
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

The following cases were 
heard in Lancaster Circuit 
Court by Judge Harry T. Talia-
ferro III.
November 22

Carlesha Shawvel Reed, 
charged with three felony and 
seven misdemeanor probation 
violations, failed to appear in 
court. The judge charged her 
with failure to appear and set a 
new court date of 9 a.m. Janu-
ary 6.

Travis Devon Wiggins, 
charged with five felonies 

regarding the May 22 robbery 
of Chesapeake Bank, includ-
ing use of a firearm, grand 
larceny, violent felon posses-
sion of a firearm and posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
with intent to distribute, pled 
no contest. Attorney John 
Hamilton asked for a sentenc-
ing hearing which was set for 9 
a.m. February 7.

Jeremy Devaughaute Waddy 
previously pled guilty to six 
felonies including two break-
ing and entering, two grand 
larcenies, and two conspiracy 
aiding and abetting in the 2011 

robbery of the Irvington home 
of Wayne Nunnally. The judge 
gave Waddy an active sentence 
of five months, suspending 16 
years and 7 months of a 17-year 
sentence and required him to 
pay restitution of $16,700 with 
his co-conspirators. Waddy 
was represented by John Ham-
ilton.

James Frederick Moody, 
charged with making a false 
statement on criminal history 
when purchasing a firearm, was 
allowed to serve his sentence at 
home with electronic monitor-
ing by the sheriff’s department 

RICHMOND—Republican Sen. Mark D. 
Obenshain of Harrisonburg has asked for a 
recount in November’s hotly contested race 
for attorney general.

“While we certainly would have preferred 
for the result to be settled on November 5, 
over the last few weeks we have seen a fluc-
tuating margin,” said Sen. Obenshain. “It’s 
the closest race in Virginia history, and as 
we have seen in other races around the coun-
try with margins this slim, this result could 

easily change when all is said and done.”
Meanwhile, Democratic Sen. Mark R. 

Herring of Loudoun County has continued 
to put together a transition team.

“It is within Sen. Obenshain’s right to 
pursue electoral victory to an ultimate con-
clusion beyond the original count, canvass, 
and certification,” Herring said. “His tactics, 
however, will not impede our efforts to build 
the finest team to serve all Virginians in the 
Office of Attorney General or prepare for the 
2014 legislative session.”

Results certified by the Virginia State 

Board of Elections on November 25 had 
Sen. Herring as the winner by 165 votes out 
of more than 2.2 million statewide, a lead of 
.007%. Recounts are possible in races closer 
than 1%.

The “final” tally was Sen. Herring 
1,103,777 and Sen. Obenshain 1,103,612.

Sen. Obenshain on November 27 
announced his decision to seek a recount.

Locally, Sen. Obenshain won both Lan-
caster and Northumberland, earning 57.51% 
of Lancaster votes and 58.19% of Northum-
berland votes.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
Board Member Capt. 
Andrew Kauders reported 
crews responded to seven calls 
for assistance in recent weeks.  

November 17: The Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff 
dispatched Rescue I to assist a 
23-foot hard-top with two aboard 
whose engine had quit two miles 
north of Smith Point light.  The 
engine would run for a while and 
quit due to the coils overheat-
ing. Rescue I located the boat 
inside of the jetty on the Little 
Wicomico River and followed 
the boat to the owner's slip. Time 
on call, 2 ½ hours.

 Rescue 
III towed a 42-foot ketch from 
Schowner Cove on the Coan 
River to Coan River Marina.  
Time on call, 3 hours.

 At 3:30 
p.m., Rescue I responded to a 
28-foot Bayliner with five aboard 
whose engine had quit just off of 
Point Lookout. They were towed 
to Smith Point Marina. Time on 
call, 4 ¾ hours.

After completing the previous 

mission, Rescue I attempted to 
free a 40-foot Carver aground 
just off of Smith Point Marina.

On November 23,  the tide was 
out and most of the bottom of the 
boat was visible.  Rescue I could 
not even get close enough to get 
a line to the boat.

On November 24, the wind 
and tide made it unsafe to attempt 
getting the boat free. 

At 7:30 a.m. on November 25, 
after breaking a 1-inch tow line, 
the boat was pulled free and it 
followed Rescue I into Smith 
Point Marina.  Later in the day 
the boat picked up a crab pot en 
route to Cockrell’s Marina.

November 26: A call was 
received from the sheriff’s office 
at 11 p.m. that a 40-foot sailboat 
with two aboard was hung up in 
a gill net. The boat was located in 
the middle of the shipping chan-
nel. Conditions were dangerous 
as it was raining, foggy and there 
were 5- to 6-foot seas. The boat 
was towed to Jennings Boatyard. 

The captain was asked if 
he had seen the weather fore-
cast. He said yes but he was on 
a schedule. 

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against five individuals.
Felony

Zacariah Scott McKinley, 21, of Heathsville 
was charged November 29 by direct indictment 
for distribution of a scheduled one substance. 
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 19, was charged 
November 25 with failure to appear in the 
Northumberland County General District 
Court. This subject also was charged with 
a failure to appear in the Richmond County 

General District Court.
A Heathsville female, 26, was charged 

November 27 with a capias attachment of the 
body for failure to appear in the Essex County 
General District Court.

A Mollusk female, 22 was charged Novem-
ber 30 with driving under the influence of alco-
hol and failing to use her headlights. 

A Waldorf, Md., man, 24, was charged 
November 30 with driving under the influence, 
driving suspended, refusal of the breath test, 
driving with an open container and operating 
an unregistered vehicle.

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV) reminds 
drivers and pedestrians of the 
increased dangers associated 
with late fall and early winter. 

“It can be difficult to drive 
at twilight as your eyes adjust 
to increasing darkness,” said 
DMV Commissioner Rich-
ard D. Holcomb. “Vision is 
so important to reaction time. 
After sundown, vision is lim-
ited. Depth perception, color 
recognition and peripheral 
vision are compromised, so 
drivers and pedestrians should 
be extra alert.”

Data shows that 42% (32) 
of pedestrian fatalities in Vir-
ginia during 2012 occurred in 
October through December. 

Additional statistics related 
to pedestrian fatalities between 
the months of October through 
December between 2010 and 
2012 show:

crossing at an intersection.

p.m. and midnight.

DMV offers the following 
tips to help drivers and walk-
ers stay safe during low light 
and dark conditions.

Pedestrians should:

during low light conditions 
or at night, wear light colored 
reflective clothing and carry a 
flashlight to be more visible. 

against traffic. Cross at a 
well-lit crosswalk whenever 
available.  When walking or 
running, walk or run against 
traffic. 

-
ing alcohol. Walking while 
impaired increases chances of 
being struck.

-
tracted.When walking or run-
ning, always be attentive to 
your surroundings. 

Drivers should:

sunset. As soon as light begins 
to fade, turn on headlights to 
make the vehicle more vis-
ible to others. Headlights are 
required from sunset to sun-
rise.

making a turn, look in all 
directions for pedestrians 
crossing.

behind the wheel.  Do not text, 
or participate in any distract-
ing behaviors when driving.

Never drive after consuming 
alcohol.

backing up. Look care-
fully behind the vehicle for 
approaching pedestrians 
before backing up, especially 
small children.

Always be prepared to stop for 
pedestrians.

Specials is the place to shop this holiday season
Get your home decorated for the holidays

lamps, artwork, rugs & mirrors 25% off
Excludes Kinzig lamps

Buy 2 beads get 1 free

Waxing Poetic Special 

Select Clearance Merchandise  Save 40%-80%

First Friday Special 
Save 25% on ALL HOLIDAY 

Extended Hours until 7pm on Friday December 6

S pecials

Specials Wine Seller
Wine Tasting  5pm-7pm

Obenshain seeks recount in race for attorney general
by Renss Greene

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson beginning December 13. Attor-

ney Jan Smith asked for home 
monitoring due to Moody’s 
knee surgery. He will serve 
four months of a three-year 
sentence with two years, eight 
months, suspended.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT
After leaving the boat at Jen-

nings, Rescue I almost backed 
over 200 feet of gill net being 
dragged by the sailboat. Time on 
call, 5 hours.

November 29: At 10:55 
a.m., Rescue III responded to 
a 27-foot powerboat off of the 
Coan River whose engines had 
quit due to bad gas. It was towed 
to Lewisetta Marina.  Time on 
call, 2 hours.

December 1: At 2 p.m., 
Rescue I responded to a 33-foot 
cabin cruiser a mile west of B-65 
that experienced electrical prob-
lems. It was towed to Smith Point 
Marina. Time on call, 2 ¾ hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can be 
reached on channel 16 or by call-
ing 911. Rescue I and Rescue II 
are based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off of the Yeocomico River.

DMV notes seasonal safety hazards
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Use your Bank of Lancaster 
VISA® Debit Card as a credit card 

and receive $1.00 back for each 
purchase made from one of our 

merchants listed below from 
December 2 to December 31.* 

You’ll earn ScoreCard® Points and 
support our community.

great merchants.
right here.

great merchants.
right here.

merry 
merry.

PA RT I C I PAT I N G  V I S A ® M E R C H A N T S

  50 East Church Street
  Alderman’s Saw Shop, Inc.
  American Diesel Corp.
  Anna’s Pizza Kilmarnock & 
Warsaw
  Apex Truss
  Art of Coffee
  Athena Vineyards and 
Winery
  Back Inn Time
  Bay Auto Service, Inc.
  Bay Flooring
  Beasley Concrete, Inc.
  Big Red Flea
  Bill Martz Impressions
  Bluewater Seafood & Deli
  Bob-a-Long Charters and 
Tackle
  Bucks View
  Burkes Jewelers, Inc.
  C & 0 Auto Parts
  Callao Dairy Freeze
  Calm Waters Rowing Co.
  Capt. Faunce Seafood, Inc. – 
Montross & Warsaw
  Carousel Physical Therapy
  Chesapeake Accounting 
Group
  Chesapeake Cove Marina
  Chris Trimble’s Handcrafted 
Furniture
  Cousins & Associates, Inc.

  Creative Visions
  Crowther Heating & Air 
Conditioning
  Currie Funeral Home, Inc. 
  Curry & Curry
  Custom Yacht Service, Inc.
  Cutz & Beyond
  D & A Enterprises
  Dawson’s Service Center
  Dehnert & Clark Co. PC
  Diane Jackson Artist Studio 
& Gallery
  Digital Wisdom, lnc.
  Earl Jenkins Masonry
  Eckhard’s Restaurant
  Family Chiropractic
  Fleeton Fields Bed & 
Breakfast
  Flowers For the Four Seasons   
  Franklin Sewing Machine and 
Clock
  General’s Ridge Vineyard and 
Tasting Room
  Good Eats Café
  Grandma’s Jewelry Box
  Hair Design Studio  
  Hale Auto Parts, Inc.
  Hale Marine Parts, Inc.
  James F. Hamilton MD PLC
  Hang Ups 
  David L. Harris, MD LTD
  Hoskins Creek Table Co.

  House of Music
  Jett’s Hardware
  Jewell’s Buildings
  J. Brooks Johnston Ill DDS 
LTD
  Juli Anne
  Kilmarnock Body Shop
  Kilmarnock Inn
  Kilmarnock Planing Mill, Inc.
  Lamberth Building Materials
  Left Bank Gallery
  Lenny’s Restaurant
  Lewis General Repair, Inc.
  Lighthouse Thai & French 
Cuisine Restaurant
  Lo-Jo’s
  Longaberger Independent 
Consultant (Peggy 
Mothershead)
  Long’s Metal Work & 
Machine, Inc.
  Marine Fabricators, Inc.
  Masterseal Home Products 
Distributor, Inc.
  MDA Commonwealth 
Collection
  Meridian Yacht Charters
  Military Miniatures
  N.N.W. Auto Supply
  Newell’s Auto Repair
  Newsome’s Restaurant, LLC
  Michael D. Nickerson, DDS

  Northern Neck Eye Center 
OD PC (Kilmarnock, Warsaw 
& West Point)
  Northern Neck Mechanical
  Northern Neck Office 
Equipment
  Northern Neck Seamless 
Gutter Service, Inc.
  Northern Neck Security, Inc.
  Objects
  Open Door Communications
  Peggy Evans Garland, 
Attorney
  Pool Side Spas, Inc.
  Potomac Breeze Bed & 
Breakfast
  Precision Glass & More
  Premier Sailing
  Pritchard & Fallin, Inc.
  Pritchard & Fallin Properties, 
LLC
  RCC Educational Foundation
  R.R. Beasley, Inc.
  Randy’s Dunn-Rite 
Automotive, Inc. – Kilmarnock
  Ransone’s Nursery & 
Maintenance
  Rappahannock Foundation
  Rappahannock General 
Hospital
  Rappahannock Record, Inc.
  Rednex Sporting Goods
  Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum & Gift Shop

  Regent Point Marina, Inc.
  Reuben Burton, Inc.
  Rivah Antiques & 
Accessories
  Rivah Consignments
  Ross’s Rings and Things, LTD
  Rotary on Stamps
  Sagittarius Unisex Hair Salon
  Sara Brown’s Salon
  Seaside Thai & French 
Cuisine
  Shear Pleasure
  Sight, Sound, & Data 
Installations, LLC
  Southside Sentinel
  Steptoe’s Furniture Store, 
LLC
  Stratford Hall
  Symon’s Serves, Inc.
  Synergy Global Supply
  The Audiology Offices, LLC
  The Box Boutique LLC
  The Business Center
  The Dandelion, Inc.
  The Haven Shelter & 
Services
  The Highlander Studios
  The Hope & Glory Inn, LLC
  The Inn at Levelfields
  The Lancaster Players
  The Lively Oaks Restaurant
  The Monroe Bay Inn Bed & 
Breakfast

  The Pedestal Accessories 
& Gifts
  The Renaissance Shop
  The Rivah Hair Studio
  The Wharf
  Thomas Beasley Septic 
Systems
  Thomas Store, LLC
  Tides Inn
  Tina’s Tax Service, Inc.
  Town Bistro, LLC
  Two Rivers Communication
  Virginia Radiation Therapy & 
Oncology
  Warsaw Glass, Inc.
  Warsaw Small Engine, Inc.
  Waterfields Family Market
  Robert S. Westbrook, DDS
  Weekends
  Westmoreland Players
  Whay’s TV
  Whichard Consulting, LLC 
(Hud-Son Virginia)
  White Stone Pharmacy
  Windows Direct of Eastern 
VA
  Windows on the Water @ 
Yankee Point Marina
  Yankee Point Marina, Inc.
  Zekiah Glass

BankOfLancaster.com
*Receive $1.00 per transaction when you use your Check-n-Advantage® Debit Card at any participating merchant listed in 
this ad. Cash back will be applied weekly to your checking accounting associated with your Check-n-Advantage Debit Card.

plus a dollar back . . .
every. time. i. shop.



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Located just off Route 360 in Heathsville behind the old Courthouse.

in Heathsville

Historic Rice’s Hotel /
Hughlett’s Tavern

A Celebration of Christmastide

Golden Village Christmas

For Lease
Commercial Building

approximately 1500 square feet
Near The Shoe Store in Kilmarnock

Call Sam
(804) 436-2071

Pampered Chef & 
Longaberger

Christmas Open House 

Dec. 6, 7 & 8   10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem. 

Everyone cooks! Pampered Chef
makes cooking quick, easy and healthy!

Come see it all!

Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery

Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)
Free Shipping on orders

804-580-6978    Cell 804-761-6268

.

Attitude Boutique
76 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

www.shopattitudeboutique.com

804-435-8811
shopattitudeboutique@gmail.com

Open: Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm

Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

86 South Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia
burkesjewelers.com 804-435-1302

Baby  It’s Gold Inside!,

Stylish Eyes has got your lady 
covered this holiday season!
Don’t travel... Shop local.

Can’t Decide?
Put a Stylish Eyes gift card in her stocking!

?ddDCC ’ D iiidd ???

Sat. Dec. 7th
25% off

Jewelry & 
Select Purses

We Have Ray Bans 
& Costa Del Mar!
(not included in sale)

Refreshments will be served.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Planning 
Commission on Monday, 
December 9, will hear a report 
on the ongoing update of the 
town’s comprehensive plan.

The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. at the Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

“There’s really not much 
left to do,” said town planning 
and zoning director Marshall 
Sebra. The commission will 
see a draft copy of chapter 5, 
the last chapter of the plan, and 
a memo regarding chapter 3. 
These are the only two incom-
plete chapters. Once the plan is 
complete, the commission will 
schedule a public hearing.

There are no commission 
hearings scheduled for Decem-
ber.

LANCASTER—The Lan
caster board of super
visors will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, December 16, at the 
County Administration Build-
ing in Lancaster. Supervisors 
will conduct a public hearing 
on a proposed amendment to 
the zoning ordinance.

As proposed, the amendment 
will allow installation of sin-
gle-pole, high-speed data com-
munication antennas of less 
than 100-feet in height without 
a public hearing or permit fees, 
in all zoning districts except 
the waterfront overlay.

LANCASTER—The plan
ning commission for 
Lancaster County will 
conduct a special meeting 
today (December 5) to discuss 
funding for an internet phone 
system for the school district. 
The meeting will begin at 5:30 
p.m. at the County Administra-
tion Building in Lancaster.

At issue is whether to fully 
fund the $163,000 needed for 
the system. Originally, the 
county approved the funding 
with the understanding some 
$80,000 of the total would be 
reimbursed through E-rate, 
funds contributed from utility 
companies. Since the initial 
approval, the school district 
learned that E-rate would not 
reimburse the county.

Planners are expected to 
make a recommendation for 
the supervisors to consider 
during a December 16 meet-
ing.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
will hold two public meetings 
on Monday, December 9. 

A special meeting will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. in the central 
office conference room, Pit-
mans Corner. The purpose of 
the meeting is to discuss the 
process and search criteria for 
hiring a new superintendent.

The regular monthly school 
board meeting will begin at 
6:30 p.m. in the media center 
at Lancaster Middle School, 
Kilmarnock. 

Agenda items include a rec-
ommendation by the superin-
tendent on a master plan for 
future school facilities and a 
presentation by a representa-
tive of Intercept, a positive 
behavioral intervention and 
support program for Virginia 
students with intense behav-
ioral and emotional struggles. 

LOTTSBURG—The Nor
thumberland school 
board on Monday, Decem-
ber 9, will recognize departing 
member Myrtle Phillips for her 
years of service.

The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. at the school board office 
in Lottsburg.

Phillips chose not to seek 
re-election in November’s elec-
tion, and will be replaced by 
Gerald R. Howard, a frequent 
speaker at school board hear-
ings.

The school board also will 
recognize the Northumber-
land High School volleyball 
and girls varsity cross country 
teams. The volleyball team was 
a state semifinalist this year.

There will be a presentation 
regarding the Northumberland 
Middle School holiday musi-

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Fisher
ies Commission will meet 
at 9 a.m.  Friday, December 6, 
in the John T. Parran Hearing 
Room of the PRFC Building, 
222 Taylor Street, Colonial 
Beach.

A public hearing will 
address proposals to establish 
a commercial registration fee 
for oyster buyers, create the 
requirement of a basket to con-
tain oysters on a vessel, change 
the onboard oyster inspection 
procedure, allow oysters to 
be in baskets aboard vessels, 
require wild shellfish identifi-
cation tags to be used for oyster 
baskets, increase the inspec-
tion tax from $1 to $2, raise the 
sport license fees and establish 
resident and non-resident sport 
fishing licenses. The full text of 
the proposals can be found at 
prfc.us, or call 800-266-3904.

Agenda items include: 
reports on the Kitts Point arti-
ficial reef; fall oyster harvest, 
annual oyster survey and a crab 
harvest report. The commis-
sion will update the commer-
cial gill net striped bass quota 
for the 2013-14 season, adopt 
orders to establish the 2014 
recreational and commercial 
striped bass seasons, gear and 
size limits as well as most other 
finfish species. There will be an 
update on the ASMFC annual 
meeting.

Other items on the agenda 
include a report from the Fin-

NEWPORT NEWS—
The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
will convene at 9:30 a.m. Tues-
day, December 10, at VMRC 
Headquarters, 2600 Washing-
ton Avenue, Newport News.

Habit issues are generally 
considered during the morning 
session, followed by fishery 
hearings at noon.

The tentative agenda 
includes a habitat issue of local 
concern. Jennings Boatyard 
Inc. requests authorization 
to install a 210-foot-long by 
10-foot-wide floating pier with 
a 344-foot-long by 10-foot-
wide floating T-head.

The floating structure would 
include three 40-foot tending 
piers and 16 four-foot-wide 
tending piers for 34 wet slips 
to replace an existing 45-slip 
fixed pier along Cockrell’s 
Creek in Northumberland 
County.

The project is protested by 
an adjacent property owner.

Among fishery hearings 
of local interest, the com-
mission proposes changes to 
striped bass regulations. The 
changes would set the 2014 
Virginia recreational and com-
mercial striped bass quotas 
at 1,402,325 pounds for each 
fishery.

Changes also would estab-
lish a 12-pound minimum 
weight for the coastal striped 
bass fishery, to allocate striped 
bass tags in all cases where 
harvesters report an average 
striped bass weight lower than 
12 pounds.

The purpose of these amend-
ments is to manage striped bass 
as a unit stock and to promote 
conservation.

Related draft regulations 
may be viewed at VMRC head-
quarters, or mdc.virginia.gov.

Written comments should be 
provided to Robert L. O’Reilly, 
VMRC Fisheries Management 
Division at VMRC Headquar-
ters by noon Monday, Decem-
ber 9. Oral comments may be 
made directly to the commis-
sion during the hearing.

WHITE STONE—The 
planning commission 
and town council will 
hold public hearings tonight 
(December 5) on an updated 
version of the White Stone’s 
comprehensive land use plan. 
The commission will meet at 
5:30 p.m. in the town office on 
Rappahannock Drive, followed 
by council at 7 p.m.

The town’s original com-
prehensive plan was adopted 
in 2000. The new version 
includes revised maps, charts, 
statistics and census informa-
tion. The commission has been 
working on the plan for some 
five months and presented it 
in a first draft to the council in 
November. 

Following the hearing, coun-
cil will address reports from 
committees, the town manager 
and police chief. 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors on Thursday, 
December 12, will hold public 
hearings on requests to open a 
private pier to commercial use 
and a new tourist home.

The board will meet at 5 
p.m. at the courts building 
in Heathsville. Hearings will 
begin at 7 p.m.

Correction
In a November 21 

Rappahannock Record story 
about the coyote problem 
in Irvington, there was a 
misspelling in the name of 
Northumberland resident and 
coyote trapper Tim Tate. 

■ Local government closings
Lancaster County government offices will be closed Decem-

ber 23, 24 and 25, as well as January 1.
Northumberland County government offices will be closed 

December 24 and 25, as well as January 1.

■ Bridge repair project
 Through mid-December, motorists can expect weekday delays 

at the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. for bridge deck patching. The Norris Bridge is on Route 3 
between Lancaster and Middlesex counties, and crosses the Rap-
pahannock River at White Stone.

Traffic will be reduced to a single-lane over a small section 
of the bridge, where Virginia Department of Transportation and 
contractor crews will patch the deck.Classical performers

The Rappahannock Music Study Club presented 

historic North Farnham Episcopal Church. From left 
are performers Ben Cox, the Rev. Shayne Estes and 

and national Federations of Music Clubs, and offers 
scholarships to music students in the Northern Neck.

NEWS BREAKS

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Warehouse is conducting its annual blanket 

drive. New or gently used blankets are distributed free of charge 
to eligible recipients. Especially needed are queen size, but all 
sizes are welcome.

Blankets may be delivered from 10 a.m. to noon on Mondays 
and Wednesdays to 1086 Harris Road, Kilmarnock. For pickup, 
call 435-6050.

The Agenda
Local Government News

fish Advisory Committee 
and the Oyster Management 
Reserve Program, appoint-
ment of the nominating com-
mittee and advisory commit-
tee vacancies. There also will 
be a delinquent seafood catch 

Thomas Dale and Lacie D. 
Gaskins of Thomas Dale Gas-
kins Seafood seek authoriza-
tion to allow commercial use 
of an existing private-use pier, 
and construct a commercial 
pier expansion for a seafood 
landing. The pier is on Ellyson 
Creek, a tributary of the Little 
Wicomico River.

Janice Walton seeks autho-
rization to operate a tourist 
home at 710 Forest Green 
Road in Reedville. The board 
has continued a decision on 
allowing tourist homes by right 
until at least February. Until 
and unless the board decides 
to allow tourist homes by right, 
tourist homes in Northumber-
land require conditional use 
permits.

cal  in addition to reports from 
staff, including an update on 
the ongoing safety equipment 
grant negotiations with John-
son Controls. The board will 
take action on approving a 
Junior Beta Club state confer-
ence trip and Beta Club con-
vention trip.

Don’t worry!
There are lots of great gift ideas
right outside your front door!
The Northern Neck has a great
variety of merchants to suit ANY
“hard to shop for person” on
your list!
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Over the course of a lifetime, one makes 
many friends, but as the years pass the 

time and place of the initial meeting tends 
to be lost. For many of us who knew Cookie 
Haynie, that was not the case. I vividly recall 
the time, day and place where I first met her.

In the spring of 1979 my father suffered a 
severe heart attack. He recovered to the extent 
that he could return home, but he remained 
quite weak. Each day I could see his slow 
decline, then on July 12th he was appreciably 
worse. I called the Northumberland Rescue 
Squad, and in only a few moments the ambu-
lance arrived. 

Out of the front seat stepped my old friend, 
Russ Strayer, who had managed the People’s 
Drug Store near Chevy Chase Circle in Wash-
ington when I was a child. Russ introduced 
me to Cookie, who was the driver, explaining 
that inasmuch as he had turned 70, he was no 
longer allowed to drive the ambulance.

Immediately, they began stabilizing my 
father, putting him on the gurney, and into 
the ambulance. They both suggested that we 
go first to the clinic to see whether the doctor 
wanted him admitted to Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital or not. Russ and Cookie were 

completely professional in the care they 
showed, knowing exactly what to do at every 
step along the way. 

Despite his condition, my father enjoyed 
seeing Russ again and meeting Cookie. At the 
time, she was 33 years old, and although I was 
meeting her for the first time, I had known her 
mother, Bette Rittenhouse, for many years. 
Bette was a decorator, who specialized in 
saving old lampshades, which she carefully 
recovered in new fabric, making them far 
more elegant than ones available in the stores. 
She was an artist with material, and always 
produced exquisite results.

That day I drove behind the ambulance, and 
after the doctor examined my father, he and 
I agreed that he should return home, to my 
father’s great delight. We thanked Cookie and 
Russ, and they departed for Reedville, and my 
father and I headed for home. He had his best 
day in months, and that evening he died qui-
etly and peacefully in our home with his faith-
ful dog under his bed. I was so grateful that he 
had not gone to the hospital, as his time was 
coming, and although he had received splen-
did care when in the hospital, in his case there 
truly was no place like home.

Cookie Haynie was the last person my father 
met in his long life. He enjoyed their brief 
interchange, and as he was leaving this world, I 
had begun a new friendship, which lasted until 
her death last week at her own home in Reed-
ville. She was one of the most gifted and per-
ceptive individuals I ever met. She especially 
found happiness in nature, a trait that she 
passed on to her own children and grandchil-
dren. She was the godmother to many squir-
rels, who returned her affection, and she liked 
having pet goats, another bond we shared. 

If lifesaving was her charity, politics was 
her avocation. She was an avid follower of the 

local, state, and national scene, and was the 
quintessential political volunteer, willing to 
perform any task from stuffing envelopes to 
managing campaigns. Many candidates ben-
efited from her labors and instinctive skills. In 
politics, as in every other venue of her life, her 
energy was boundless.

Often I try not to personalize these items, 
but today in describing the magnificent 
humanitarian life that Cookie led, I only can 
do so in the context of how I initially met her, 
realizing that for over four decades many other 
people undergoing crises in their lives had the 
same experience that my father and I did. In 
her kind, gentle and take-charge manner she 
made the crosses of many lighter and more 
bearable. 

Cookie was a spectacular person in each 
avenue of her life. At her funeral the musicians 
played “A Bridge Over Troubled Waters,” 
one of her favorite songs. Its title precisely 
describes Cookie. I am grateful to have been 
one of those for whom she was that bridge on 
that day almost 35 years ago, and my gratitude 
to her never will fade.

Bette, “Cookie,” Rittenhouse Haynie, Janu-
ary 31, 1946 – November 24, 2013. R.I.P.

She was one of the most 
gifted and perceptive indi-
viduals I ever met. She 
especially found happiness 
in nature, a trait that she 
passed on to her own chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Focal Point

This Blue Heron at Windmill Point appears to be catching some rays.

Photo by Les Cashwell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

It was with real disappoint-
ment that I saw your item 
(November 21) regarding the 
bobcat that was recently shot in 
the Balls Neck area.

While one can justify the 
taking of deer, or turkey as a 
valid food source, it’s hard to 
imagine a bobcat as adding 
much to the holiday table. 

There seemed to be more 
than a little irony in the hunter’s 
remark that he hadn’t seen a 
bobcat in 60 years of hunting. 
So of course he shot it. Should 
he live 60 more, it is now a little 
less likely he’ll see another one. 

Michael Greene,
White Chapel

Bobcat shooting
stirs up emotions

After reading Del. Margaret 
Ransone’s comments last week, I 
feel compelled to write.

She stated, “This election cycle 
has shown that Virginians, espe-
cially here in the 99th District, 
are concerned about government 
spending and mandates” and that 
“I am your voice in Richmond.” 

In 2012, a bill was proposed to 
require a woman seeking a legal 
abortion to go through a vaginal 
ultrasound. This invasive proce-
dure was not medically required 
nor would the results impact the 
individual’s decision. 

When it received support on an 
initial vote, there was statewide 

Vote exposed

and national outcry. Virginia was 
ridiculed on the national political 
stage. The governor intervened 
and the bill was shut down. 

 It is extremely important for 
those of us who care about a 
woman’s right to choose to know 
that Del. Ransone voted in favor 
of the bill. I was shocked when 
I heard about the bill and more 
shocked when I realized that my 
delegate voted in favor of it.

I called Del. Ransone’s office 
and confirmed she voted in favor 
of it. I couldn’t believe the state 
was considering subjecting a 
woman to this invasive medical 
procedure, essentially as punish-
ment for exercising her civil lib-
erties.

If  Del. Ransone is someone 
who purports to be against gov-
ernment intrusion and mandates, 
how could she possibly support 
this?

I sent her an email telling her 
how I felt about her vote. She 
never responded. 

People are entitled to their 
opinions. I want to let people like 
me, who support a woman’s right 
to choose, know the record of our 
delegate.

We need to let her know how 
we feel and that if she continues 
to interject her personal ideology 
in her voting during the course of 
her next term, then we must find 
someone else who does, in fact, 
care about our voice. 

Laura Stoddard,
Lancaster 

(Reprints from the December 
4, 1903, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

Mollusk Fair
The fourteenth annual Afro-

American Industrial and Agri-
cultural Fair, held at Road View, 
near Monaskon, Va., October 
28th, 29th, 30th, and 31st, 1903, 
is now a thing of the past, but 
never to be forgotten. Socially 
and financially it was a grand 
success. Like all other country 
fairs, the first day the crowd 
was small. But on the second 
and third days the attendance 
was fully up to expectations. 
The weather was just what any 
pleasure seeker could ask for. 
The new music and exhibi-
tion hall and grand stand were 
equal to the occasion and added 
much to beautify the grounds. 
The advertisement that the 
Miller’s Ladies’ Brass Band, of 
Washington, D.C., would fur-
nish the music, and that Lemuel 
Kent and Hammond Wildy, two 
Northumberland horsemen, 
would be on hand with their 
fast horses to test the speed 
of D. Smith’s Powell’s Supple 
Jack, H. Nutt’s Bedworth, and 
Webster’s Lens, of Lancaster, 
combined with the expectations 
that many candidates would 
also be on the grounds hunting 
votes, had the effect to draw out 
large crowds on the second and 
third days. The Ladies’ Band 
did not show up according to 
the contract, but the Mollusk 
Brass Band was soon secured 
and furnished splendid music 
the last three days.

Jas. P. Cleary, of Baltimore, 
was on hand with his merry-go-
round, knife board, cane board, 
ball game and many other 
harmless and amusing little 
games, and did a thriving busi-
ness. A gypsies tent, with two 
men and five beautiful young 
women, was there. Fortune 
tellers occupied a conspicuous 
space on the grounds and they, 
too, came in for their share of 
the dimes, quarters and halves. 
Mrs. M. J. Corbin, with the 
Lady on the Lake, Fish Barrel 
and Jacob’s Well, was quite suc-
cessful.

Merry Point
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Ashburn 

were the guests of Mrs. M. E. 
Farley Sunday last.

H. E. Owen and friend were 
up in his handsome little launch 
Saturday to see Farley Bros.

Llewellyn Currie returned 
home Wednesday from Wash-
ington, where he has been visit-
ing the past week.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Moran 
were visiting at the home of 
Capt. T. C. Farley last Sunday.

W. W. Ashburn contemplates 
building a steamboat wharf at 
his home near Iberis for the 
People’s Line of steamers, in 
the near future.

Thomas Ball, Jr., and R. 
Norris, life insurance agents, 
were seen here this week in the 
interest of their business.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum & 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

Just the thought of crab decks and tiki bars brings 
welcome relief from December’s chill.

Imagine a balmy breeze off the river, crabs steam-
ing, the water lapping against the bulkhead, an ice cold 
beer and you just can’t get those Jimmy Buffett “Boat 
Drinks” lyrics out of your head.

“Twenty degrees and the hockey game’s on
Nobody cares they are way too far gone
Screamin’, ‘Boat drinks’, something to keep ‘em all 

warm.”
Does it get any better?
Imagine an entire book of crab decks and tiki 

bars—a guide for spring, summer and fall adventure.
Make it a Christmas wish and it could come true.
Susan Elnicki Wade and Bill Wade have recently 

self-published Crab Decks & Tiki Bars of the Chesa-
peake Bay, Virginia Edition, and updated and repub-
lished the Maryland Edition under the same title.

The 6-inch by 9-inch paperbacks sell for $20 each 
at crabdecksandtikibars.com, or contact Susan at 202-
531-7135, susan@crabdecksandtikibars.com, or 2916 
Northampton Street, NW, Washington, D.C.

They make “perfect stocking stuffers,” said Susan.
The new Maryland edition was updated last spring, 

expanding coverage to 200+ destinations in every 
Maryland county on the Chesapeake Bay, as well as 
the Potomac River, Washington, D.C., and National 
Harbor. 

The Virginia edition’s 100+ crab decks and island-
inspired lounges cover the bay’s southern waters from 
Richmond to Virginia Beach. It was published in the 
spring of 2012.

They’ve sold thousands of the popular guides to bay 
enthusiasts, seafood lovers and especially crab connois-
seurs, boaters, and folks with a thirst for adventure, said 
Susan.

The books are divided into geographical regions. The 
Maryland book takes in Annapolis and Eastport, Balti-
more Fells Point and Canton, Baltimore Inner Harbor, 
Baltimore outskirts, headwaters of the bay, lower East-
ern Shore, lower Potomac River, middle Eastern Shore, 
Patuxent River, South River to Chesapeake Beach, 
upper Eastern Shore and upper Potomac River.

The Virginia book takes in the Eastern Shore, the 

Elizabeth River, the James River, the Potomac River, 
the Rappahannock River, the south side of Hampton 
Roads and the York River and Hampton.

Restaurant profiles offer a map and photo, name, 
address, phone number, website, county, when its open, 
dockage, latitude/longitude, body of water and driving 
distance from major hubs.

The reviews describe each restaurant’s decor, 
atmosphere, cuisine and house specialties. Some also 
address history, folklore, culture and traditions.

Their “Atmosphere Meter” rates the ambiance and 
vibe on a scale of 1 to 10 from casual to formal.

With the Virginia book on board, “you can bite into 
crisp soft-shell crabs on a remote island discovered by 
Captain John Smith, sip rum drinks on beaches where 
Blackbeard the Pirate used to roam, or peel a mountain 
of perfectly pink shrimp near Robert E. Lee’s birth-
place,” say the Wades.

They’re no armchair authors. The Wades spent more 
than 20 years exploring each neck of the bay before 
writing their first guide.

From Old Town Alexandria to sunny Colonial Beach, 
Norfolk’s bustling harbor and the serene Eastern Shore, 
the Virginia edition identifies eateries that fit every 
mood and budget. It’s the perfect get-away guide for 
families, boaters, and people with a thirst for adventure, 
they said.

During their Virginia tour, the Wades consumed 
about 11 gallons of crab soup, 300 oysters, 85 crab 
cakes, 40 pounds of mussels, 25 rockfish, 200 steamed 
shrimp, and an undisclosed amount of beer, rum and 
chardonnay. 

“We wanted to conduct thorough research and stay 
hydrated during the heat wave,” say the Wades.

A native of Maryland, Bill claims he can “pick crabs 
faster than a Phillips processing plant worker and 
would be perfectly content to live on Chesapeake sea-
food and Miller High Life.”

Susan grew up in western Pennsylvania. Picking 
crabs doesn’t come easy to her, but she can whip up a 
mean batch of fried oysters, bake a Smith Island cake 
and her “recipes for crab pierogies and rum punch are 
legendary,” she said.

The Wades each have 20+ years experience in the 

Washington, D.C., publishing industry. 
Enough about them.
How does that Jimmy Buffett song from his Christ-

mas Island CD, “A Sailor’s Christmas,” go?
“Sail on the horizons, gotta landfall rendez-

vous. Captain steers a well-known course, he steers 
straight and true. As he trims the sheets, he sings a song 
he learned on boats and bars. Sailor spends his Christ-
mas in a harbor ‘neath the stars.

“He’s traveled through the doldrums, typhoons and 
hurricanes. He’s logged a million soggy miles with 
water on his brain. But Christmas is the season better 
suited for dry land. He’ll tell some lies, meet some 
spies and dance barefoot in the sand.

“The sailor spends his Christmas in a harbor on the 
hook. Caye con les, no work today, let’s shell the ol’ 
log book. The waterfront is reveling, the season has 
begun. The sailor spends his Christmas in a harbor 
having fun.

“There’s a party down at Le Selecte, music, rum 
and cheers. Faces in the shadows, God, I haven’t seen 
for years. A mast and shroud fill with lights ‘neath the 
waning of the moon. They’re an airy celebration in the 
realm of King Neptune.

“The sailor spends his Christmas in a harbor on the 
hook. Caye con les, no work today, let’s shell the ol’ 
log book. The waterfront is reveling, the season has 
begun. The sailor spends his Christmas in a harbor 
having fun.

“Jesus was a fisherman who walked upon the 
sea. The North Pole is ocean’s remote frozen bal-
cony. The continents keep drifting but the children sing 
and play. ‘Cause nothing really matters, after all it’s 
Christmas day.

“The sailor spends his Christmas in a harbour on 
the hook. Vaye con les, no work today, he read it in 
a book. The waterfront is reveling, the season has 
begun. A sailor spends his Christmas in a harbour 
having fun. A sailor spends his Christmas in a harbour 
having fun. Havin’ fun, havin’ fun, havin’ fun.”

Speaking of stocking stuffers, you don’t have to be a 
Parrothead to enjoy a Jimmy Buffett CD.

What else would you listen to cruising from crab 
deck to tiki bar?
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James M. Long
Northumberland Board of Supervisors

   I would like to thank my friends and 
many supporters for your help and support 
during my re-election. 
   I look forward to serving you again during 
the next four years.

Thank you,
James M. Long

Northumberland Board of Supervisors

Authorized and paid for by James M. Long

vahs.com

Convalescent Care, Skilled Care 
and Rehabilitative Care. 

You’re in the hands of people you know.
Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center combines 
excellence and ambiance to create a warm, home-like environment 
for your family and friends, right here at home.

Many of our residents enter for Skilled Care, a designation for those 
joining us directly from the hospital who still need a higher level 
of nursing, rehabilitative or medical attention on a 24-hour basis. 
In fact, Medicare or other insurance carriers may provide up to 100 
days of Skilled Care or rehabilitative care per benefit period for 
those who meet the medical requirements.

If rehabilitative therapy is required, our team of physical, 
occupational and speech therapists will do their very best to help 
you achieve your highest possible level of functioning, with the goal 
of your returning home. 

Remember, if at any time you or your loved one may need our 
services, we’re right here. Call our Administrator, Garrett Jones, at 
804-435-1684.

Lancashire Convalescent 
and Rehabilitation Center

287 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department

Call Johnny Smith, 804-436-2002,
to schedule donation drop-off at 

Kilmarnock Mini Storage.

To District III Voters and Supporters
I want to thank my family, friends and all who voted 
for me on November 5th, 2013 for Northumberland 
District 3 School Board Member. I pledge to be a 
strong advocate for you and your children. Together 
we can make a very good school system even better.
     Thank you again
    Gerald R. Howard

Paid for and Authorized by Gerald Howard

The Houses of Irvington
Architecture of an American Village

By Steven M. Reiss
Published by the Irvington Village Improvement Association

Jimmy and Sook
4345 Irvington Rd., Irvington
December 5, 4-6 p.m.
www.jimmyandsook.com
804.438.6010

Steamboat Era Museum
156 King Carter Dr., Irvington
December 7, 12-5 p.m.
www.steamboateramuseum.com
804.438.6888

Available for purchase at the following locations:
Book Nook, Brocante Home, The Dandelion, Hope & Glory 
Inn, The Tides Inn, River & Creek, Rappahanock Westminis-
ter-Canterbury, Steamboat Era Museum, Objects, The Local, 

Jimmy & Sook, Dog and Oyster Vineyard, Weekends

Special Book Signings at:

MAKES 
A GREAT 
HOLIDAY 

GIFT

Book Signing

Since 1981

www.rappahannockhangups.com

Rappahannock Hang Ups 
& Gallery

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2

   NOTICE
CHRISTMAS Framing Cut-Off

Friday, December 13, 2013
We are closing December 20, 2013 

and are Reopening January 16, 2014
Please Plan Ahead

Thank you,
Cindy, Carolyn, Ida

Do you remember?
The photo above shows third- and fourth-grade students at Wicomico School in 
1947. From left are (front row) Betty Dawson, Barbara Bush, Marilyn McAllister, 
Gene Blackwell, Margaret Rucker Tignor, Iris Mae Keyser, Bettie Dameron and Elmer 
Croxton; (next row) Hudnall Kent, Thomas Jett, Ray Conley, Irene Kilmon, Irving 
Luttrell Talley, Bobby Harding, Byers Northern Jr. and James Woodrow Sadler; (next 
row) Richard Detrick, Ryland Gaskins Jr., Leon Cockrell, unknown, teacher Margaret 
Pittman, Jimmy Kelley, June Hudnall and Edwin Anderson Sisson. If anyone knows 
the identity of the student fourth from the left in the back row, contact Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn at 296-0930. “Do You Remember?” is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Over 50 years ago, an 
important decision was 
made that changed the 
entire course of my life: my 
parents adopted me as an 
infant and brought me home 
as their own.

Their decision to bring 
home a child in need of 
a home made a world of 
difference for me. I am 
reminded of that blessing 
more so now as a grand-
father of three beautiful 
grandchildren. My parents 
laid the foundation for these 
blessings and as Thanksgiv-
ing is celebrated, I couldn’t 
ask for another blessing that 
gives as much as they did 
on that day years ago.

The season is upon us 
where families and friends 
gather, count their blessings 
and enjoy the company of 
others, but many children 
remain in the care of the 
state rather than at home 
with a loving family, and 
there are many families that 
wait for the opportunity to 
give a child a permanent 
loving home. 

I am also thankful to my 
birth mother for choosing 
adoption, which is why I 
continue to advocate for 

birth mothers to know that 
adoption is an option. As a 
member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, I am 
grateful for the opportunity 
to continue to work on these 
issues at the federal level. 
November was National 
Adoption Month.

I have introduced and 
managed efforts impacting 
adoption including:

-
tion Act (H.R. 3062). 

Domestic adoptions are 
more important now than 
ever as countries like Russia 
are closing their doors to 
American adoptions (sen-
tence verbatim from Dear 
Colleague).

This bill ensures birth 
mothers are aware of adop-
tion as an option during 
pregnancy. It calls on family 
planning service providers 
to present pamphlets con-
taining a list of adoption 
centers to any individual 
who requests abortion ser-
vices or inquiries about any 
related information.

It is vital that women 
have all the necessary tools 
and opportunities to make 
the most informed decision 
regarding their health and 

their unborn baby. This leg-
islation would truly enable 
women facing an unplanned 
pregnancy to be aware of 
the option of adoption and 
to help families who are 
longing to have a child 
of their own to have that 
chance.

Children Act (H.R. 3423).
Recent media reports 

highlighted the issue of “re-
homing,” where adoptive 
families have unfortunately 
transferred adopted children 
into the homes of strang-
ers, in an unregulated and 
underground process.

This bill directs resources 
for states to assist adoptive 
families, to help provide a 
more stable home environ-
ment and prevent children 
from entering the foster 
care system or other less-
regulated networks through 
the provision of pre- and 
post-adoptive support ser-
vices.

Congress can and must 
take action to help the 
women, children and fami-
lies affected by these issues.

 My best to you, your 
family and friends during 
this holiday season.

The Middlesex County 
Virginia Branch NAACP 
will host an Area 14 Virginia 
State Conference NAACP 
meeting from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  January 11 at Imman-
uel Baptist Church, 317 
Townbridge Road, Saluda. 

Discussion topics will 
include priorities for 2014, 
policy issues, resolutions 
from the state convention, 

administration concerns and 
the outcome from the Janu-
ary 4 state executive com-
mittee meeting, said Area 14 
chairman Mark P. Lomax.

All Area 14 NAACP mem-
bers are urged to participate, 
said Lomax. To attend, con-
tact the local NAACP unit. 
This event is open to the 
public.

Area 14 includes Essex, 

Middlesex, King and Queen, 
Richmond, Lancaster, Nor-
thumberland and Westmore-
land counties.

NAACP Area 14 meeting set Jan. 11

New 
Addition?
We’d love to 

hear 

804.435.1701

from you!

The 99th District Tea Party 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
December 10, at the Upper Lan-
caster Ruritan Club, 3989 White 
Chapel Road, Lively. The public 
is invited to attend.

The guest speaker will be 
Republican candidate for U.S. 
Senate Shak Hill, reported  pres-
ident Edgar Doleman.

Hill graduated from the U.S. 
Air Force Academy and followed 
a career as a pilot. On leaving the 
Air Force, he began a small busi-
ness which helps the community 
with important financial and 
insurance decisions.

Hill and his wife have fostered 
46 children since 1997. Part-
nering with the Fairfax County 
Department of Family Services, 
they have cared for children of 
all backgrounds, ethnicities and 
needs. Together with their own 
six children, there have been 
as many as nine children in the 
home at one time.

He is the author of A Woman’s 
Guide To Financial Planning 
and When The Doctor Says It’s 
Cancer: A Caring Financial 
Plan for Life.

Hill also is involved in the 
American Youth Philharmonic 
Orchestras, the Family and Chil-
dren Trust Board as treasurer, 
10th Congressional District, 
the Service Academy advisory 
board for Congressman Frank 
Wolf, the Area Agency on Aging 
and the American Cancer Soci-
ety Capital advisory board.

Senate candidate
to speak in Lively
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Santa’s
Deltaville

Give Away Tour
Saturday, 

December 7

Refreshments! Santa’s Give Away Freebies!
Holiday Sale Pricing! Door Prizes!

Store Hours May Vary.

Welcome to

Welcome to

Welcome to

Deltaville
The Boating Capital 

of the Chesapeake

235 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, Va.
(804) 435-6683

P.O. Box 445 Mathews, VA 23109

SINCE 1973

10541 Buckley Hall Rd.
Mathews, Va.

(804) 725-2555

Crawford
Moving & Storage, Inc.

Bank of Lancaster and the 
Northern Neck Rotary would like to 

invite you to stop by and have a 
free 5 x 7 photo taken with Santa!

Friday, December 6
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Santa will be across from the
Bank’s Main Office

(125 South Main Street)

Friday, December 6, 2013 

 
 

Saturday, December 7, 2013 

 
   

Sunday, December 8, 2013  

 CHECK OUT STARTING 
AT 2:30 P.M./BIDDING CLOSES AT 2:00 P.M.

 
Child Watch Hours                                                                   

 
                                                         

 

A Northern Neck Family YMCA Annual Event
Benefitting the Guardian Program

 

Christmas at

Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Comments
by Robert Cunningham, Lancaster Commonwealth’s Attorney  

On Thanksgiving morning I was 
thinking of the many things for which 
we should be thankful in our homes 
and across our great land. Things came 
to mind such as family and health and 
a strong sense of community. I also 
contemplated how fairness and justice 
have to be counted among the highest. 
Whether it be in a game of football or in 
a courtroom, where parties are clashing 
and vying for a resolution to their partic-
ular concerns, a guiding rule of fairness 
and justice is required. 

Fairness is the cornerstone, the bedrock 
of our justice system. It should be what 
we strive for. Ultimately, it is the essence 
of what our citizenry expects from our 
legal system as well. The idea of justice 
and fairness has always been a theme in 
the lives of the American people, buried 
in their psyche and counted upon every 

day. It is the standard by which all per-
sons demand to be judged. 

Our founding fathers realized how 
crucial justice (the vehicle of fairness) 
was to avoid the tyranny they escaped 
when molding the laws of their new 
world. They knew it was paramount to 
avoid the capriciousness of a monar-
chy where the crown wielded absolute 
power. To accomplish this they planted 
justice firmly in the Constitution. These 
architects formed their new govern-
ment in their new land with a vision of 
justice for “WE, THE PEOPLE.” They 
gave authority to that vision by forming 
three branches of government to ensure 
a system of checks and balances at the 
highest levels. It was monumental and 
simple. They gave justice the weight and 
power of the executive and legislative 
branches, no more no less, the same. 

The standard was set by our found-
ing fathers and has applied since. Fol-
lowing those founding days there have 
been many battles over right and wrong, 
justice and injustice, and times when jus-
tice held her head high or low. However, 
there has always remained the constancy 
and standard struck in the Constitu-
tion that justice will be. The American 
people know and depend on this idea of 
justice and fairness. They expect it to be 
so integrated that it is carried out every 
day without arbitrariness, without coups, 
without regime change that we see in too 
many countries and with the stability 
and absoluteness guaranteed to all in the 
United States.

This Thanksgiving we have much for 
which to be thankful, and living in a 
country that holds justice and fairness so 
high is one of them.

    
 

The Citizens Climate 
Lobby will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, December 12, at 
the Northumberland Public 
Library in Heathsville. This 
is a change from the regu-
lar Tuesday meeting day, 
reported publicity chairman 
Jay Walker.

The primary subject will 
be a mini-workshop on writ-
ing letters to the editor and 
opinion pieces, said Walker. 
Gail Kenna will lead the 
workshop. All are welcome to 
attend. Refreshments will be 
provided.

Climate
lobby
to meet

The Northumberland 
County NAACP is making 
plans for a Black History 
Month banquet on February 
22.

 “We would like to do a 
film presentation on the early 
black settlers of the county,” 
said Phyllis Howard. “If you 
have pictures and informa-
tion about your ancestors 
(first, second or third gener-
ation from slavery) that you 
would like to share, please 
call Sally Conley, 580-9707, 
or Horace Adams, 456-
8458.”

This is the beginning of a 
new project. If every family 
can’t be featured this year, it 
will be an early start for the 
next year, said Howard.

Northumberland 
NAACP seeks
family photos

This fall, Congress has an 
important opportunity to create 
jobs and grow the economy by 
passing a long-term, compre-
hensive Food, Farm and Jobs 
Bill. The Farm Bill impacts 
every American, every day by 
providing a range of programs 
that strengthen our nation.

The Farm Bill is crucial to 
maintaining a strong agricul-
ture sector and an abundant 
food supply that benefits all 
Americans.  Over the past two 
years, producers have faced a 
multitude of disasters—from 
drought, to flooding, to bliz-
zards. These events demon-
strate how important the safety 
net is to keeping producers 
going strong. Under the 2008 
Farm Bill, the Farm Service 
Agency was able to provide 
over $44 million in disaster 
assistance in Virginia using 
Farm Bill programs. 

A new Food, Farm and Jobs 
Bill would provide a strong 
crop insurance program, reau-
thorize the now-expired disas-
ter assistance programs, and 
provide retroactive assistance 
for livestock producers. By 
reforming the safety net to 

eliminate the direct payment 
program—which pays produc-
ers whether or not they are in 
need of assistance—the Food, 
Farm and Jobs Bill would also 
save billions of dollars in the 
next decade.

In addition, it would allow 
USDA to continue export pro-
motion efforts that have led 
to the best five-year period in 
agricultural trade in American 
history, and provide FSA with 
the tools to extend additional 
farm credit in Virginia.

The Farm Bill is also a 
job creation bill that would 
empower USDA to partner 
with rural communities to 
grow, expand and support new 
businesses. 

A new Food, Farm and Jobs 
Bill would help Main Street 
businesses grow and hire more, 
strengthen infrastructure in 
our small towns and provide 
new opportunities in biobased 
product manufacturing and 
renewable energy. For example, 
in Virginia, USDA has pro-
vided more than 78 projects 
since 2009 to help farmers, 
ranchers and rural businesses 
save energy through the Rural 

Why Virginia needs a Farm Bill now
Energy for America Program. 
This and many other efforts 
could continue with a new Farm 
Bill.

A new Food, Farm and Jobs 
Bill would make important 
investments in nutrition pro-
grams that provide critical assis-
tance to vulnerable Americans, 
including children, seniors, 
people with disabilities who are 
unable to work, and returning 
veterans. It would enable USDA 
to continue our work with more 
than 500,000 producers and 
landowners to conserve the soil 
and water. It would undertake 
new strategies to improve agri-
cultural research, and it would 
ensure a safe food supply.

All of these efforts strengthen 
our nation. A new Food, Farm 
and Jobs Bill would continue 
the job growth we’ve seen in 
recent years and help grow 
the rural economy. That’s why 
President Obama has identified 
passage of a new Farm Bill as 
one of his top three legislative 
priorities this fall.

This is a prime opportunity to 
give America’s farmers, ranch-
ers and producers the certainty 
they need about the next five 
years of U.S. farm policy, while 
investing in the rural communi-
ties that stand at the heart of our 
values. 

The Farm Bill has stood as 
a model of bipartisan consen-
sus for decades and it is high 
time that both Democrats and 
Republicans come to a compro-
mise on this new Farm Bill.  It is 
our hope that Senate and House 
conferees will reach a consen-
sus quickly and move a Farm 
Bill forward as soon as possible. 

J. Calvin Parrish is the 
FSA state executive director 
for the USDA Farm Service 
Agency and Ellen Davis is the 
state director for USDA Rural 
Development. 

The American Red Cross, 
River Counties Chapter disaster 
action team volunteers are on-
call 24 hours a day.

On Monday, November 25, 
the team responded to a house 
fire in Lancaster, supporting and 
providing financial assistance to 
two adults, reported Eastern Vir-
ginia Region Red Cross execu-
tive director Julie Dudley.

The American Red Cross 
does not rely on government or 
federal funding and is funded by 
individual and corporate dona-
tions to provide vital services 
in times of need, whether it is a 
hurricane or a house fire, said 
Dudley.

The Red Cross also provides 
training in life-saving skills such 
as CPR, First Aid, Water Safety, 
Lifeguarding, Babysitting and 
Pet CPR classes, said Dudley. 
The Red Cross also provides 
services to military and their 
families.

Blood Services operations 
collect blood donations and pro-
vide approximately 40% of the 
nation’s blood supply, she said.

Support Red Cross services in 
the community, across the coun-
try and around the world with a 
financial donation, said Dudley.

Send a donation to River 
Counties Chapter, P. O. Box 
1151, Kilmarnock VA 22482. 
Make a secure online donation 
at redcross.org, call 1-800-733-
2767, or text REDCROSS to 
90999 to make a $10 donation.

River Counties
Red Cross 
seeks donations

Submitted by J. Calvin Parrish and Ellen Davis


