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Lancaster’s volunteer
rescue squads meet
licensing requirements
by Audrey Thomasson

Spooking Steptoes District
Ghouls, goblins, witches, princesses and super heroes gather in front of Kilmarnock Town Hall, where
town council members Mae Umphlett and William Smith gave out free popcorn during the town’s
Kandy for Kids event on Halloween. More than 600 costumed kids and their parents trick-or-treated
at businesses along Main Street. The Halloween Day event was sponsored by the Lancaster By the Bay
Chamber of Commerce. More photos appear inside and at rrecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Supervisors deny proposal to allocate
additional funding for a school nurse
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—In a split decision,
Lancaster supervisors voted down the
school board request for supplemental funding for a third school nurse.
The vote was 3-2 with board chairman
Butch Jenkins and members Wally
Beauchamp and Jason Bellows voting
against while Ernest Palin and William
Lee supported the measure.
The issue was tabled last month in
order to give the school board time
to ﬁnd funding in the current budget
allocation. Subsequently, school board
chairman Alex Fleet declared that after
a two-day review he could ﬁnd no available funds in any of the categories. He
sent the request back to supervisors for
consideration.
Palin, who is principal of Lancaster
Primary School, made the motion for
an additional $50,000 in taxpayer funds
to cover a nurse’s salary and beneﬁts
for the remaining seven months of the
school year.
“When I ﬁrst brought it up, I didn’t
think it would go back and forth like
this,” said Palin. “Either pay the funds
from those returned from last year’s
school budget...or let’s move on.”
Beauchamp criticized the superintendent and school board for making a
request for additional funding two years
in a row.
“They knew about this last spring
when the nurse resigned,” said Beau-

champ. Instead of reﬁlling the position,
“...they created two new positions—
instructional and specialist for over
$100,000. I don’t appreciate it. We are
ranked 17th in funding (in Virginia), but
we have the worst school system in the
Commonwealth.
“They will continue to blame this
board by saying we don’t provide adequate funding. They did the same thing
last year with the music teacher,” Beauchamp said. “It’s unconscionable. I suggest the school board ﬁnd the funding in
their budget.”
Palin said he made the request for
funding. “It did not come from the
school,” he added.
“Subsequently, the school board
asked for the funding,” Jenkins corrected.
“It’s unfair to compare the nurse to the
music teacher,” said Lee. “The nurse is
more important...I don’t think the issue
will be resolved if you continue to say
the problem is with the leadership...to go
on and on about the leadership.”
“The issue is whether there are funds
in the budget to hire the music teacher—
the same for the school nurse,” said Jenkins.
“It’s their responsibility to run the
school system,” replied Bellows.
“They’re elected to do it.”
While Bellows acknowledged the
importance of having a school nurse
at each school, he said funding should
come out of the school budget. Refer-

ring to an end-of-year spending spree
on supplies coupled with an additional
$234,000 returned to the county at the
end of the ﬁscal year, Bellows said, “It’s
clear the money is in the budget...Their
credibility is gone..If they can’t fund this
in their budget, they have bigger problems.”
“There’s no funds in the administration (category),” said Palin. “They’re
looking at the instructional area for
funding.”
Jenkins said supervisors would consider a request to transfer funds between
categories. But he also chastised the
school for playing games by continually
asking for more funding at the beginning of the term while turning back
money at the end of each year.
“The school is playing on the base
sympathies of the public,” said Jenkins.
“I don’t like it. It’s unprofessional. While
I’m in favor of a school nurse, we are
being forced to play a public game.”
Beauchamp also questioned a school
board decision to allow a junior varsity coach to use the school’s weight
room for his personal “for-proﬁt weight
training business venture at a taxpayerowned facility.”
Beauchamp said three parents contacted him after the school board’s decision.
School ﬁnance director Sue Salg
denied any knowledge of the issue, but
requested the county email her the information.

LANCASTER—Supervisors last
week adopted a countywide Emergency Response Plan just hours
before the county’s two volunteer
rescue squads were set to lose their
provisional licenses.
Immediately following Thursday
night’s board meeting, county administrator Frank Pleva emailed the plan
to the Virginia Department of Health
Ofﬁce of Emergency Medical Services, and state ofﬁcials fully restored
the squads’ operating licenses.
Both Kilmarnock/Lancaster and
Upper Lancaster volunteer rescue
squads have been operating on provisional licenses since July 1, after the
Kilmarnock squad failed to provide
information to county ofﬁcials in
order to draft and approve a countywide plan by the state’s deadline.
Emergency response plans were

mandated by the state and became
law in October 2012. It required a
written and approved plan to provide
24-hour coverage of a rescue squad’s
primary service area and establishing
response time standards that must be
complied with 90% of the time.
Also, a backup plan is required that
involves the closest available EMS
agency in the event the designated
squad is unable to respond to the
911 call for any reason. The squads
must have mutual aid agreements in
place with designated squads in the
county and adjoining localities. The
mutual aid agreements must specify
the types of assistance to be provided
and any conditions or limitations for
providing assistance.
The plans and response times
require annual review by the local
governing body, such as the county’s
EMS division under the direction of
county supervisors.

Community invited to
Veterans Day program
L

ancaster Middle School will hold its annual Veterans Day
Program on Monday, November 11. The ceremony will
begin at 9 a.m. in the LMS Theater, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock.
Students in grades four through eight have been working diligently in preparation for the program, said program coordinator
Sarah Straney.
The community is invited to attend and help the LMS students
and faculty honor those who have given so much for the freedoms America has today.

Initiatives to enhance
security move forward for
Northumberland schools
by Renss Greene
LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board has given superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates the go-ahead to
start negotiations on a bid to install new
security cameras and doors in Northumberland Schools.
Johnson Controls responded to
Northumberland’s Request for Proposals with an $111,065 bid. A panel
of Northumberland school employees
opened and reviewed the sealed bids

Friday, November 1.
“The one that matched what we’re
looking for the most is Johnson Controls,” said Dr. Gates, citing the brands
of cameras and door locks Johnson Controls plans to install.
According to Gates, Northumberland
hopes to install additional security cameras at the middle and high schools, to
update the camera system at the middle
school, and to install electronic locks on
the doors of all schools.
SECURITY, continued on page A2

Westbrook unseats Fleet, Bingham keeps post; state races offer few surprises locally
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—In local elections on Tuesday, the
incumbent school board member in Lancaster’s District 5
was defeated and the appointed Northumberland County
Clerk of Circuit Court kept her seat.
Robert S. Westbrook won the District 5 Lancaster school
board seat handily, according to unofﬁcial State Board of
Election results just hours after the polls closed.
Westbrook took 545 votes, just over 50% of the total,
leaving incumbent Alexander M. Fleet Sr. with 289 votes, or
27%. William C. “Bill” Smith won 255 votes, 23%.
“I think it indicates that the people in District 5 are anxious for a change,” said Westbrook. He said his ﬁrst project
is to tackle the budget.
“I want the school board to get involved in the budget
process early, and I intend to speak with the people in the
ELECTION RESULTS, continued on page A2
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The board also approved vice
chairman Richard Saxer’s suggestion that it purchase ShatterGARD Glass Protection for the
main entrances and foyers of all
three schools. The company will
install a protective ﬁlm over these
windows which it says protects
against blasts and puncture. The
purchase and installation will
cost around $8,000, said Saxer.
The Johnson Controls contract
and the ShatterGARD installation will come from Northumberland’s recent school safety grant,
which is $123,330 including a
local match.

schools, the principals of the
three schools, the teachers
there, and ﬁnd out what we
need to have for the success of
our kids,” he said.
Unopposed for the District
5 board of supervisors seat,
incumbent B. Wally Beauchamp won 875 votes.
In District 1, F. W. “Butch”
Jenkins returns to the board of
supervisors with 710 votes and
Robert V. Smart returns to the
school board with 702 votes.
Both were unopposed.
In statewide races, Lancaster voted overwhelmingly
for Republican gubernatorial
candidate Ken Cuccinelli. He
took home 2,366 votes, or
53% of the total votes cast in
Lancaster (see the chart).
Democrat Terry McAuliffe
won 1,781 votes, 40%, and
Libertarian Robert C. Sarvis
won 329, 7%. However,
McAuliffe won District 2 with
364 votes, 52%, and District 4
with 364 votes, 58%.
Despite the steep Republican lead in the races for governor and attorney general, most
of Lancaster did not support
Republican lieutenant governor candidate E.W. Jackson.
Democratic candidate Ralph
Northam won 2,355 votes,
53% of the vote. Jackson had
2,081 votes countywide, 47%,
and won Districts 1 and 5, as
well as the absentee vote.
Lancaster voted for Republican attorney general candidate Mark Obenshain. He
claimed 2,561 votes, 58%.
Democrat Mark Herring had
1,892, 42%. As in the gubernatorial race, Districts 2 and 4
swung Democrat.
Unopposed for re-election,
Republican Del. Margaret
Ransone received 3,128 votes
in Lancaster County.

Other matters
The board also heard and
approved a request from Todd
Davis of the Northern Neck
Regional Alternative Education
Program to refer all students sent
to the program to the 15th District Court Service Unit to receive
Juvenile Tracking Numbers.
This would allow the program
to offer outside services to counsel youth, including anger management, gang prevention, mentoring, and offering community
service instead of suspension,
said Davis. He hopes these programs will reduce recidivism and
told the board there would be no
additional cost to the school.
The school board also
approved a request for a winter
craft fair from 10 a.m to 3 p.m.
December 7 at Northumberland
High School. Event organizer
Lee McKenzie says she will
charge a $10 application fee for
vendors to fund the school’s literary magazine and yearbook, and
hopes to draw “10 to 20” vendors.

D

Spooking Steptoes District
Young eagle Hayden Denley wasn’t far from his nest,
grandmother Janice Kauffman, during the Kandy for
Kids trick-or-treating event in Kilmarnock sponsored by
the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Commerce. Photo
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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Northumberland

taking home 2,822 votes, or
54%.
McAuliffe won 1,957 votes,
38%, and Sarvis won 395
votes, 8%. McAuliffe won
both District 3 precincts by a
landslide. Precinct 301 voted
for McAuliffe 321 times, 63%,
and precinct 302 voted for him
195 times, 79%. Cuccinelli
won every other district.
For lieutenant governor,
Northam edged Jackson, winning 2,596 votes, or 51%, to
Jackson’s 2,157 votes, 49%.
The race split Northumberland
almost evenly. Districts 2, 4,
and 5 and absentees voted for
Jackson, while District 2 and
both District 3 precincts voted
for Northam. Again the Democratic candidate won handily
in District 3, taking home 349
votes, or 70%, in precinct 301,
and 195 votes, or 79%, in precinct 302. Other districts were
more closely contested.
Obenshain won Northumberland easily with 2,932
votes, 58%. Herring won
2,097 votes, 42%. Again District 3 swung Democrat, giving
Herring 319 votes, or 64%, in
precinct 301 and 185 votes, or
76% , in precinct 302, but in
this race District 3 was joined
by absentee voters, who gave
Herring 133 votes, 62%.
Obenshain carried every
other district. His most difﬁcult district besides District 3
was District 1, which he nonetheless won easily with 462
votes, 58%, and he won District 2 with 623 votes, 66%.
Del. Ransone tallied 3,461
votes.

99.7% of precincts reporting,
Obenshain still led Herring by
less than a percentage point.
By 8:30 a.m., with all but
two precincts reporting, Herring had taken a slight lead,
1,098,418 votes, or 44.91%,
to Obenshain’s 1,097,877, or
49.88%.
The only precincts not
reporting were Mecklenburg
County’s precinct 501 and
Rockingham County’s precinct
503.
Mecklenburg County surrounds the City of Charlottesville and tends to swing
heavily Republican. Rockingham County surrounds Harrisonburg and also tends to vote
heavily Republican.
With voter turnout usually
around 40%, usually in the hundreds for these two precincts, it
was still possible for these two
precincts to upset Herring’s
501-vote lead at press time. In
the 2009 attorney general race,
Mecklenburg 501 voted for
Cuccinelli over Democrat Stephen C. Shannon 580 to 177.
Rockingham 502 voted for
Cuccinelli over Shannon 582
to 162.
At 10 a.m., the ﬁnal two
precincts reported, giving
Obenshain 1,099,302 votes, or
49.9%, and Herring 1,099,083,
or 49.89%, a difference of only
219 votes across the state. With
elections this close, the losing
candidate sometimes asks for a
recount.
Across District 99, Del. Ransone had 18,113 votes, or 91%.

Statewide
The Northern Neck voted
against the state in the race
for
governor.
McAuliffe
took home 1,064,701 votes,
48%, leaving Cuccinelli with
1,009,878, 45%, and Sarvis
with 145,418, 7%.
Northam took the state
lieutenant governor race by
a wider margin than he won
the Northern Neck, with
1,208,022 votes, 55%. Jackson trailed with 975,165, just
under 45%.
Virginia had a harder time
choosing an attorney general.
At 1 a.m. Wednesday, with

In Northumberland, Clerk
of Circuit Court Deborah
Thomas Bingham was elected
to the post she’s held since
being appointed in January,
following the departure of
former Clerk Linda Booth.
Bingham won 1,805 votes, or
35%.
Her nearest competitor was
District 4 supervisor Thomas
Good witch Joanna Marchetti (left) distributes candy on
H. “Tommy” Tomlin, who
Main Street for the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of
took home 1,291 votes, 25%.
Commerce at the annual Halloween event. Photo by Lisa
Karen O. “Toni” Allison won
Hinton-Valdrighi
1,144 votes, 22%, and Ellen K.
Douglas won 891 votes, 17%.
Bingham won every district
except 1 and 4, and ran away
with both District 3 precincts.
In precinct 301 she won 257
votes, 51%, and in 302 she
This winter…
won 145 votes, 58%.
Let us be your pride and joy’s home
Allison won District 1 with
284 votes, 36%. Tomlin won
away from home
his home District 4 with 470
votes, 39%. Bingham won
Conveniently located on the Eastern
District 2 with 332 votes,
Branch of Carters Creek
35%; District 5 with 352
Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage
votes, 31%; and among absentee voters with 117 votes,
50-ton travel lift and
38%.
9 feet at mean low water
Unopposed for board of
supervisors,
incumbents
Richard F. Haynie returns in
District 2 with 850 votes and
James M. Long returns in District 3 with 667 votes.
Unopposed
for
school
board,
incumbents
Dean
Sophia Davis, 2, places a game piece on a foam puzzle. Sumner returns in District 2
The Church of the Nazarene in White Stone sponsored with 808 votes and Gerald R.
a game area along Cralle Court. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi Howard returns in District 3
with 647 votes.
96 Seafood Lane in Irvington
In the gubernatorial elec(804) 438-5563
tion, Cuccinelli won Northumberland by a wide margin,
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LANCASTER CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
The following cases were
heard in Lancaster Circuit
Court by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

October 25: Term day

Calvin J. Hines, charged
with felony forgery, uttering
and grand larceny, was not
represented by an attorney.
His case was set for January
6, 2014.
Shakeen Donta Walker’s
charge of unauthorized use
of a vehicle was nolle prosequi. His bond appeal was dismissed.
Austin
Lawyer
Taylor
II’s charge of possession of
cocaine was dismissed after
the court took it under advisement and issued a ﬁnding of
compliance. He was represented by James Breeden.
Larry Warner Hearn Jr.,
charged with felony use of a
ﬁrearm, malicious assault with
injury, reckless handling of a
ﬁrearm and brandishing a ﬁrearm, was in court for probation violation. The case will go
before the judge on November
8. Hearn is represented by
Albert D. Bugg III.
Frank Reese was charged
with probation violation on a
felony. Represented by Elizabeth Hurd, Reese’s probation
was revoked and the case
scheduled for April 25, 2014.

Darmone Tyrell Waller’s
charge of felony possession
of a controlled substance was
dismissed. Waller was represented by Christopher Robison.
John Robert George was
declared a fugitive on a probation violation of a felony. Represented by Thomas Hughes,
George pled guilty August 9 to
felony manufacture of a controlled substance. A hearing
date was scheduled for January 24, 2014.
Kenneth Wayne Horton’s
probation on a felony conviction was revoked. He is represented by James Cupp.
Lamont O. Jackson was in
court for three counts of probation violation. He is represented by James Cupp.
Carlesha Shawvel Reed
did not show up for a hearing
October 11 on three felony and
seven misdemeanor probation
violations. Reed’s attorney,
John Hamilton Jr., agreed to a
hearing on November 22.
Montae Javon Smith was
declared a fugitive when he
did not appear in court on one
felony and three misdemeanor
probation violaÅtions. Attorney John Hamilton agreed to
a hearing date of January 24,
2014.
Erica Patrice Winns was
charged with felony probation
violation. Attorney Jan Smith

agreed to a hearing date of
December 20.
Joseph Matthew Lucero,
charged with a speeding violation, failed to appear and was
tried in his absence. The court
found him guilty and imposed
a ﬁne of $72.
Daishara Palmer, charged
with misdemeanor assault,
was convicted and sentenced
to 30 days in jail with 30 days
suspended, six months probation and required to complete
anger management class. She
was represented by Michael
Donner.
Marcus Andrapolis Robinson, charged with felony
manufacture of a controlled
substance, misdemeanor possession of marijuana and
speeding, was declared a fugitive of the court. A tracking
date was set for January 24,
2014.
Ronald
Terry
Wood,
charged with speeding, asked
for a bench trial. The court
took the matter under advisement and ordered the defendant to complete driving
school and have no moving
violations before a review on
October 24, 2014.
Bobby Wayne Collier Jr.,
charged with misdemeanor
assault of a family or household member, was found to be
compliant and the charges dismissed by the court.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett reported the arrests of eight individuals last week.

Felonies

Delaina D. Cooper, 44, of Burgess was charged
October 29 with two counts of grand larceny, 42
counts of embezzlement, eight counts of forgeryuttering, and three counts of obtaining money by
false pretenses, all between December 28, 2009,
and November 29, 2011.
James M. Maguire, 64, of Preserve Drive was
charged October 30 on a direct indictment with
strangling another causing injury.

Misdemeanors

A Dawson Avenue woman, 30, was charged
October 29 with contempt of court.
A Turner Lane man, 75, was charged October
30 with brandishing a ﬁrearm.
A Gaskins Road man, 18, was charged October
31 with contempt of court.
A Shady Lane man, 33, was charged October
31 with domestic assault and battery.
A Nuttsville Road man, 45, was charged
November 2 on a Northumberland warrant with
violation of a protective order.
A Peirces Road man, 40, was charged November 4 with curse and abusive language.

Activity reports

October 29: Staff received an assault complaint from a Benson Road resident, a tenant’s
complaint of a landlord shutting off water service,
a larceny report from a Cherry Point Drive resident (assorted jewelry, $8,400 loss), and a fraud
report from a Kilmarnock area resident (student
loan lender conﬁrming loan authenticity; the incident may involve identity theft).
October 30: Staff responded with the
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to an
apparent suicide on Byway Drive, to a shots ﬁred
complaint on Ring Farm Road (black powder
target shooting; no criminal incident), to a check
fraud complaint on Tyler Lane, to a tenant’s
complaint of a landlord shutting off utility services in the 2500 block of Irvington Road, to a
missing person complaint on Walker Drive (subject arrived safely within 15 minutes of initial
report), to a man with gun call on Turner Lane,
and to a suspicious vehicle complaint on Chesapeake Drive (delivery vehicle involved); the
LHS School Resource Ofﬁcer (SRO) received
a larceny report ($125 cash stolen from a staff
member’s desk), an assault report, a narcotics
violation report (distribution of imitation drug),
and a report of a student threatening to burn a
classroom; staff received a burglary report from
a Cox’s Farm Road resident (assorted jewelry,
$3,750 loss).
October 31: Staff investigated a vehicle
parked at Beulah Baptist Church (subject sleeping
in the car after a domestic argument); responded
to E911 disconnect calls originating on Buzzards
Neck Road (no emergency services needed);
responded to an illegal dumping complaint on
Paynes Creek Road, to a missing person incident on Blueberry Point Road (subject returned
home safely within 20 minutes of initial report),
to a motorist’s complaint of a pedestrian interfering with trafﬁc on Black Stump Road, to a trespass complaint in the 2900 block of Lara Road,
and to a domestic assault call on Shady Lane; the
LMS SRO received a curse and abusive language
report from a school staff member; staff received a
destruction of property report from the 400 block
of Greentown Road (damages to house, $1,050
loss).
November 1: Staff checked on the wellbeing of a Keep Safe program participant after
prearranged telephone contact could not be made
(telephone problem); responded with Virginia
State Police to a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash in the
7500 block of River Road, with KPD to the 300400 block of North Main Street on a complaint of
a suspicious person/possible mental subject, to a
disorderly conduct/possible mental subject complaint at a White Stone area convenience store,

and to a domestic assault call on Twin Branch
Road; the LMS SRO received a report of two
males assaulting a female.
November 2: Staff responded to a noise
violation complaint in the 500 block of Corrotoman Drive, to a domestic assault call on First
Street, with KPD to a trafﬁc crash at Town Centre
Drive and East Church Street, to a noise violation
complaint on Longview Drive, and to an assault
by threat complaint in the 700 block of Nuttsville
Road (arrest reported above; subject also screened
for emergency mental health services); received a
report of the theft of a bicycle from the 500 block
of Gaskins Road (stolen bicycles, one recovered,
$100 loss); and notiﬁed the game warden to contact a River Bluff Road resident who had questions about hunting in that area.
November 3: Staff responded to a noise
violation complaint on Cherry Point Drive, to
a domestic disturbance on Shore Drive; notiﬁed the game warden of a hunting complaint in
the 900 block of Alfonso Road; received a bank
fraud report from a Tyler Lane resident ($361
loss sustained by the bank), and a report of the
theft of a ﬁrearm from an Old Orchard Road
residence (unknown make, .22 ﬁve-shot pistol,
$300 loss).
November 4: Staff responded to a trespass
complaint in the 2500 block of Irvington Road
(civil eviction in progress), to a trafﬁc crash on
Courthouse Road near Davis Mill Road, to a suspicious vehicle complaint in the area of Kathy
Drive, and to a destruction of property complaint
at a Lively area business; and received an auto
theft report from a James Wharf Road resident
(1984 Chevy Caprice allegedly sold for scrap;
case under investigation).
The sheriff’s staff also conducted 18 trafﬁc
stops, issued two summonses, assisted six motorists, investigated ﬁve building alarms, logged four
prisoner transports and received three calls for
animal control services.

Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department
responded to a ﬁre alarm on North Main Street
and a trafﬁc crash on East Church Street.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded to trafﬁc crashes in the 7500
block of River Road and on Courthouse Road.
Northumberland County Sheriff
Chuck Wilkins reported the arrest of eight
individuals last week.

Felonies

Kathryn Elizabeth Hensley, 30, of Farnham was
charged October 24 with felony grand larceny,
three counts of felony credit card fraud and three
misdemeanor counts of credit card fraud. The
Essex County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce made the arrest.
Charley Lee Jenkins, 34, of Callao was charged
October 28 on a direct indictment from the Northumberland County Circuit Court with proposing sexual acts by a communications system
(internet).

Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 32, was charged October 30 with
failing to appear in the Northumberland County
General District Court. Subject was arrested by
the Virginia State Police.
A Reedville man, 27, was charged November
2 with domestic assault and battery of a family
member.
A Lancaster County man, 45, was charged
November 2 with violating a protective order. This
was a Northumberland County warrant served by
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
A Lottsburg woman, 48, was charged November 3 with driving under the inﬂuence and reckless driving.
A Callao man, 51, was charged November
3 with assault and battery of a family member.
This was a Northumberland County warrant and
served by Richmond County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
A Lottsburg man, 74, was charged November 3
with threatening communication over the phone.
This was a Westmoreland County warrant.
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The Agenda
Local Government News
WHITE
STONE—Town
council will get a ﬁrst look at
the updated comprehensive plan
at 7 p.m tonight (November 7) in
the town ofﬁce on Rappahannock
Drive.
According to town manager
Patrick Frere, planning commission members will present a ﬁrst
draft of the revised comprehensive plan to the council. The planning commission has scheduled a
related public hearing in December.
Council also is expected to
schedule a hearing in December,
he said.
Frere will discuss a rezoning request and hearing coming
before the commission on
November 21. The request is

to rezone a parcel of land next
to White Stone Family Practice
from R-1 to commercial to construct an automated car wash.
Council also will hear reports
from public safety and patrol
and building and external affairs
committees, as well as reports
from Frere and Police Chief Cliff
Dawson.

ings begin at 7 p.m.
The board previously requested
the planning commission examine the tourist home question
and make a recommendation.
The commission recommended
allowing tourist homes by right in
certain zoning districts.
The board also will hear a
request by Richard and Dianne
Saunders for an exception to the
Chesapeake Bay Preservation
Area Ordinance to allow construction of an addition to their
house. The proposed addition
would fall partly within the the
Resource Protection Area buffer.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will
meet Monday, November 11,
in the media center at Lancaster
Middle School on School Street.
The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.
Several presentations are
LANCASTER—The planscheduled including Clark
Waring on the Freedom Founda- ning commission for Lantion at Valley Forge Recognition, caster County will meet at 7 p.m.
Joanne Webb-Fary on fall sports Thursday, November 14, at the
and John Tupponce and Alicia county administration building in
Lancaster.
Carter on special education.
A public hearing is slated on
Fifth-grade teacher Robin
Blake will be recognized as the a proposed amendment to the
recipient of the 2013 Unsung zoning ordinance to allow instal■ Highway talks
Hero Award from Trinity Episco- lation of single-pole high-speed
The Virginia Department of pal Church.
data communication antennas of
Transportation
Federicksburg
less than 100 feet in height withDistrict will conduct a public
HEATHSVILLE—N o r- out holding a public hearing or
informational session Wednes- thumberland supervisors charging permit fees.
day, November 13, on transporta- will hold a public hearing ThursThe
amendment
would
tion projects funded in the current day, November 14, on a proposal exclude the waterfront overlay
Six-Year Improvement Program to allow tourist homes by right in district and would encompass all
(SYIP) and to gather comments certain areas of the county.
other districts from agriculture to
for transportation improvements
The meeting will begin at 5 residential and the rural village
for ﬁscal years 2015-2020.
p.m. in the courts building. Hear- overlay.
An open house with displays
and general discussion will begin
at 6 p.m. followed by a moderAdventure Travel presents...
ated public meeting at 7 p.m. at
Re
the University of Mary Washingse
rv
ton Stafford Campus – University
an e be
Hall at 125 University Boulevard,
ad tw
dit ee
Fredericksburg.
ion n O
al
dis ct. 3
■ Historical marker
co 1 a
un nd
The State Historical Marker for With optional
to
Dr. Morgan E. Norris, recently 3-Night London Post
f $ Nov
10 . 28
approved by the Virginia Depart- Tour Extension
0p a
ment of Historic Resources, will
er nd
June
26
July
5,
2014
pe rec
be dedicated at 2 p.m. November
rso ei
16, near the Norris home place at
n ve
YOU’RE INVITED TO A
16078 Mary Ball Road in south
SPECIAL TRAVEL
Kilmarnock.
The event is sponsored by the BOOK NOW PRESENTATION NOVEMBER 21
Kilmarnock Museum. SpeakAT 2:00 P.M. AT OUR OFFICE.
ers will include Pam Schenian, & SAVE
CLG, program coordinator for
CALL FOR DETAILS
the Tidewater Regional Preservation Ofﬁce, Dr. Morgan E. Norris Per Person
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
III, Mayor Raymond Booth and
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200
Demetrius Means.

NEWS
BREAK

Memorials of War:

Normandy
y
& Paris

$250

Adventure Travel

Rivers Landing
Bed & Breakfast
and Event Center
Come stay and play with us!
Book us on airbnb.com or call 804-761-5111
Like us on Facebook!

pecials
S

82&.3897**90.12&734(0
www.Specialsltd.com
2TSIF^8FYZWIF^8ZSIF^

Shop Local Special
20% off the entire store*
now through Saturday, November 9
Early Bird Specials
8am-10am on Saturday, November 9

Friday’s Free Wine Tasting
Made in America
9TRTWWT\3T[JRGJWKWTRURUR
In honor of Veteran’s day - all Veterans can take
10% off any US wines today through Monday*
82FNS8Y0NQRFWSTHP
<.3* 
45*3)&>8&<**0
*Excludes Old St Nick
* Veteran’s day wine offer extended
to anyone who knows a veteran as well
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Energy savings
program pays off
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—New, energy
efﬁcient systems at the three
public schools and bus garage
saved some $100,817 in the ﬁrst
year of a $2.3 million Energy
Savings Performance Contract, according to Honeywell
senior account manager Wayne
Womble.
Supervisors last week got their
ﬁrst report on the county’s investment in the school buildings.
Honeywell was contracted
about three years ago to replace
The 56th annual Urbanna Oyster Festival
older, inefﬁcient heating and
November 1-2 attracted thousands to the
air conditioning systems and
waterfront town across the Rappahannock River
upgrade and expand lighting
in Middlesex County.
and other mechanical operaNorthern Neck entries participated in the Friday
tions to automated systems with
night Fireman’s Parade as well as the 2013 Oyster remote monitoring. The company
Festival Parade on Saturday.
guaranteed a savings of at least
The Lancaster High School Marching Red Devils
$86,491 a year for 15 years which
Band (above) won the Grand Marshal’s Award,
they surpassed by $14,326, or
the top trophy in the parade competition. The
117% of plan in their ﬁrst full
year of monitoring.
Northumberland High School Marching Band
Districtwide savings included
placed second among bands and the Washington
fuel cost avoidance at $8,936 at
& Lee High School Marching Band was third.
the bus garage, $878 at the high
Among winning units on Friday, Callao VFD
school, $11,526 at the middle
engine 61 placed second in the 1,250-gallon class;
school and $1,644 at the primary
Westmoreland VFD engine 21 placed second in
school for a total of $22,984.
the 750-gallon class; Upper Lancaster VFD placed
½VWX3EO+VSZI:*(WIGSRHERH1SRXVSWW:*( Total electric cost avoidance
was $61,811 including lighting,
third, in the tanker class; Kilmarnock VFD placed
computer power management,
second in the ladder class; Kilmarnock-Lancaster
mechanical and controls.
Rescue 33 placed second in the rescue squad class;
Additional savings of some
ERH*EMV½IPHW:*([SRXLISZIVEPPHITEVXQIRX
$87,000 are expected when a
award.
lease runs out at the end of this
Preston Cox of Midlothian (left) enjoys an oyster year on existing equipment.
at the Northern Neck Kiwanis Club booth. Photos
“When things get to a certain
by Robert Mason Jr.
age, you need to replace systems

Fun on the half shell

to improve the facilities for more
efﬁciencies,” said Womble.
Beneﬁts include improved
comfort and safety, repaired,
modernized and maintained
facilities, a reduction in capital
funding, savings within existing
budgets and guaranteed results,
he added.

MOVING & STORAGE, INC.
A Family Owned & Operated Business
Since 1973

10541 Buckley Hall Rd., Mathews

804-725-2555

Coming
November 8 & 9
Shop Local Days
&

Our
TH !NNIVERSARY

25% off
Joyce’s
Gift Shop

$//2 02):%3
s 2ETIRED ,ONGABERGER "ASKET
s  OFF -OVING 3ERVICES
s #HRISTMAS 7REATH 2AFmE

s (OME "AKED 'OODIES
s "OURBON (OT $OGS
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Joyce’s Pack & Ship
$2.00 Coupons
craft night. The semi-annual
To All
book sale will be held from 9
804-725-9315
a.m. to 2 p.m. December 7.

Northumberland Public Library requests financial contributions
HEATHSVILE—Trustees
of the Northumberland Public
Library, 7204 Northumberland
Highway, Heathsville recently
mailed their annual appeal letter,
seeking contributions to help
cover expenses.
“Many people do not know
that our library is not fully
funded by tax dollars,” said
board of trustees treasurer Linda
Morris of Reedville. “State and
Northumberland County governments fund only 60% of our
library’s budget. The remaining 40% is raised by donations
during our annual appeal and
other fundraising events.”
In the appeal letter, Morris
pointed to the recent successes
at the library following the rehiring of Alice Cooper as library
director earlier in the year.
“Alice Cooper has worked to
foster a culture that emphasizes
excellent patron, community, and
children’s service and the results
are palpable to all who enter the
library,” said Morris.
The trustees have been particularly pleased with the busy
children’s program schedule
that has ensued, the result of Jan
Bates taking over as the children’s librarian, she said. Some
of the activities that Bates has
implemented include an inlibrary children’s story time,
summer reading events at the
YMCA, book making classes,
YMCA visits with story hour, a
reader’s theater class, and children’s book clubs during the
school year. These activities have
reached 1,373 participants which
is a 700% increase over the prior
year.
Computer training has been
offered to patrons with the assistance of staff member Shaneak
Cockrell-Bailey, and two volunteers, ages 14 and 12. Other
programs this year have included

an AARP Driver Safety Class, a
spring book sale featuring music
by the Woodshed Conspiracy, the
Books Alive! program sponsored
by the Friends of the Library, and
a musical performance by Ron
Estreet.
With the reorganization of
the Friends of the Library earlier this year, and the guidance
of their new board of directors
and president Ellen Kirby, the
friends were able to make a
substantial contribution that has
enabled the library to establish
an “e-Books” online lending
program.
“The library has increasingly
become a center of activity in
the community and a resource
for people pursuing research,
applying for jobs, and participating in children’s programs
and nonproﬁt activities,” said
Morris.
She noted the library’s multipurpose meeting room was
used by 34 groups for a total
of 152 times this past year. The
room has been made available to qualifying groups by
appointment seven days a
week, including after library
business hours.
“But as is common with
many nonproﬁt organizations,
our library faces ﬁnancial challenges,” Morris said. She noted
that the library has operated at
a deﬁcit in two of the last three
years.
“The $20,000 shortfall in
donations last year was equal
to the entire yearly programs
budget,” she said. “‘Programs’ is
that part of the budget that pays
for books, audio books, CDs,
subscriptions, eBooks and children’s materials.”
She further noted it was necessary to transfer $15,000 from
the capital reserve funds to cover
needed maintenance. Library

patrons will notice new ﬂooring
has been added in the computer
center, as well as behind the
reception counter. Repairs have
been made to threadbare areas
of carpeting. All overhead lights
have been replaced, and the exterior of the building was painted
and windows washed.
“We’ll need to replace those
funds from the reserve so that
additional future upgrades can be
made when necessary,” Morris
said. “The library has been unable
to add funds to this account while
operating at a deﬁcit.”
Library hours are 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. Mondays through Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursdays,
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Fridays and 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays.
The library also offers free
high-speed internet and WiFi
access.

Future children’s programs
include a twice-monthly story
hour for ages almost 3 to 5 and
monthly story hours for pre-kindergarten and Head Start. Special
events will include a book-making class, separate movie nights
for elementary-age children and
teens, and a teen Christmas gift

Patrons wishing to support the
library should mail their contributions to the Northumberland
Public Library, 7204 Northumberland Highway, Heathsville,
VA 22473.

Reverse Mortgage Discussion

Reverse Mortgage
Banker
NMLS #499853
Email: davidfarley@atlanticbay.com
NMLS # 72043 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)

Please join us for a discussion about the new
Reverse Mortgage programs which became
effective October 1st. We will also discuss
upcoming changes coming in January 2014.
Seniors, relatives and advisors are urged to
attend. I look forward to seeing you!
Date: November 16, 2013
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Place: Lancaster Community Library,

435 School St. Kilmarnock, VA. 804-435-1729
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Review and update progresses
on town’s comprehensive plan

.89¢

by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Planning Commission
heard an update on the second-to-last chapter of its comprehensive plan on November 4.
Town Planner Marshall Sebra and commission member Ann
Towner explained their work on chapter four of the ﬁve-chapter
2006 plan.
Chapter 4 deals with public services, including water, sewage
and transportation. Because Kilmarnock is part of Lancaster
County, most utilities and public services are covered by county
and state law.
Chapter 4 got “a complete rewrite” to bring it up to date, noted
Sebra.
With only one more chapter to go, “hopefully we can put that
bad boy to bed,” he said.
Kilmarnock decided to update the plan in-house.
“We got into it and realized there’s a lot more than just dropping in new numbers,” said Sebra, after the meeting.
Towner “jumped right in” upon coming to Kilmarnock from
California and has been “a big help,” added Sebra.
The commission will meet next on December 9.

-ATHEWS LOCATON

SS Premium
Home Supply
Red Wood
Cedar Shavings
2 CU FT

$5.99

SS Black Oil
:\UÅV^LY:LLK
20 LB

$11.99

SS Nyjer Seed
20 LB
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$159.99

$18.99

Farm & Home Supply, LLC
SOUTHERN
STATES
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469 N. Main St., PO Box 249, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177
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Chesapeake Bank issues challenge
grant to benefit Habitat for Humanity

Northern Neck’r Corn Harvest

I

t is again time for cinnamon candles and apple pies;
Time for oyster roasts, riverneck family stews—the ‘R’ months.
Everybody’s overcome with resounding rounds of sneezing
When corn dust settles into country sinuses and changing seasons.
Corn ﬁelds mowed down by mammoth green combines
Remind me of the same audacious pushiness of army tanks.
Corn bones are falling—clearing out the timeworn—paving way for alternate crops or cultures.
While we pull out last year’s cinnamon candles and Nanny’s old corn puddin’ recipe,
Thin-blooded Neck'rs like me
Cringe at the impending colder months ahead, in spite of cherished harvests.
Such things as these remain behind,
Never pass away like alternating crops or cultures
Or changing seasons.
A poem for my people—by Sonja Headley, Spirit Works © 9/15/2013

Angle Tree and senior stocking
deadlines are approaching fast
KILMARNOCK—The
Kilmarnock Museum‘s Angel
Tree, also known as the “Little
Angels,” is accepting names of
children from the Northern Neck
who are from families unable to
provide Christmas gifts for their
children without causing serious hardships and those that fall
between the cracks.
Applications may be obtained
at littleangelstree@yahoo.com,
said chairman Brenda Shirah.
The deadline for applications is
November 20.
Angel cards with the name
of a child and their age may
be picked up at EVB Banks in
Kilmarnock, Burgess, Heathsville and Callao, Union Bank
in Kilmarnock, and the Kilmarnock Walmart, or call 580-0715,
said Shirah.
For those who would like to
help but cannot afford to com-

pletely sponsor a child, a single
gift of a toy or clothing is appreciated, or call to make a cash
donation. There will always be
children not sponsored and these
gifts go a long way to help these
children enjoy Christmas, she
said.
Although the “Little Angels”
helped over 375 children from
the Northern Neck in 2012 and
was also able to provide Christmas gifts and cards to over 750
seniors last year in 9 counties.
This will be the last year for the
children due to not having ample
storage spaces and a place to sort
the many items donated, said
Shrirah.

Senior stockings

Items needed for senior stockings are sugar-free hot chocolate,
sugar-free Alpine Spiced Cider
Apple Flavor drink mix, packaged nabs or cookies, sugar-free

candies and small items that will
ﬁt inside a stocking such as nail
clippers, note pads, pens, tooth
brushes, small hand lotions,
small shampoos, and women’s
and men’s socks, tissue packets,
combs or lip balm. Stockings
will be ﬁlled and delivered to
needy seniors and shut-ins by
Meals-on-Wheels, Health Care
Nurses and other groups.
Drop gifts for senior stockings at the EVB Bank and
Union Bank in Kilmarnock and
the EVB banks in Burgess and
Heathsville and the Kilmarnock
Museum, open from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays.
“Give someone a Merry
Christmas with your donation,”
said Shirah. “Everything donated
stays in the community.”
The deadline for senior drops
is December 1.

KILMARNOCK—Chesapeake Bank hopes to tap into the
holiday spirit of giving to generate community support for Lancaster/Northumberland Habitat
for Humanity (LNHFH). The
bank recently announced a challenge grant of $2,000 to support
the local organization that builds
affordable housing for residents
of Lancaster and Northumberland.
“During the period of the challenge, we will match dollar for
dollar every donation made to
Habitat up to $2,000. Of course,
we hope that the increased visibility provided by this initiative
will generate more than $2,000 in
donations from the public,” said
executive vice president John
O’Shaughnessy.
The challenge period is
November 12 through December
23. Donations will be accepted at
all Chesapeake Bank branches in
Lancaster. Donors will be offered
the opportunity to complete special Donor Cards showing their
support for LNHFH. These will
be posted in bank branches.

Chesapeake Bank employees are building strong
communities through their support of Lancaster/
Northumberland Habitat for Humanity.

“The donor cards are marked
in $1 increments, but that does
not mean donations are limited.
We hope people will contribute
much more than a dollar,” said
director of marketing Paula Milsted.
Donors may remain anonymous if they wish, she added.
“We are blessed to have an
organization such as Chesapeake Bank supporting us,” said
LNHFH board president Nan
Flynn. “Recently, the bank spon-

sored a Community Build at
which many of their employees
came out to work for Habitat.
This challenge grant will get us
closer to ﬁnishing the home currently being built on Wiggins
Road in Kilmarnock and allow
us to begin work on another one
as soon as possible,” she says.
Contributions may be made by
cash or check. Checks should be
made out to Lancaster/Northumberland Habitat for Humanity
and marked “For Local Use.”

County donates land to Habitat for Humanity
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—County
supervisors last week gave 9.55
acres of county-owned land to
Lancaster/Northumberland Habitat for Humanity for a future
building site of at least seven
homes in a cluster subdivision.
The property is off River Road
near its intersection with Belle
Isle Road in District 1 and is
zoned general residential.
“Our homeowners are all current on their property taxes,” said
Nan Flynn, a representative of
the organization.
District 5 supervisor Wally
Beauchamp said Habitat is an
outstanding organization “with a
good track record in Lancaster,”
but he had some concerns.

“The land was originally
purchased for use as a back-up
county landﬁll. What happens in
four years if we have a failure on
the current landﬁll and the backup is not there?” asked Beauchamp.
County administrator Frank
Pleva said land ﬁll is no longer
an acceptable way of disposing
garbage.
“Everyone is trying to think
of some way to get low-income
people into affordable housing,”
said resident Joe Curry. With the
economic recession, organizations like Habitat and Interfaith
Services Council of the Northern Neck have run out of money
for such things as purchasing
land, making repairs or replacing
roofs, he said

“Let’s try to help Habitat.
Decide if this is something this
county can do to help. You don’t
know how precious a piece of
land like this can be for Habitat,”
he said.
Families help build the houses
and learn how to take care of
them, added Curry.
“This is an asset owned by the
people of Lancaster County,”
said board chairman and District 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins.
“We’re asked by one entity to
give that asset to one entity. I
have a problem with the process...” because it excludes other
worthy organizations from vying
for the asset.
The motion to give the land to
Habitat by District 2 supervisor
Ernest Palin passed 5-0.

“I didn’t really need to
buy these new shoes,

I just had a strong desire to
better my community.”

Shop Local Day
is November 9th.
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Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Walk for water
exceeds goal

by Robert Mason Jr.
I’m not a big fan of tilapia.
Fact is, I avoid it as best I can.
Tilapia just ain’t a ﬁsh. It’s the
tofu of the aquatic kingdom.
It gained in popularity initially
among creative chefs who could
make it taste like anything.
Tilapia is not a single ﬁsh but
a name given to dozens of different species of ﬁsh.
It’s the fourth most-consumed
seafood in the U.S., after shrimp,
tuna and salmon.
But that don’t make it right
for you.
It’s a freshwater ﬁsh, mostly
farm-raised, which carries its
own baggage.
Another reason for its popularity is that it’s short-lived and
therefore doesn’t accumulate
as much mercury as other ﬁsh
might.
But pond-raised ﬁsh are often
overdosed with antibiotics,
growth hormones and banned
chemicals, especially the stock
raised abroad.
Most of it is farm-raised in
China. In 2011, China raised and
shipped 80% of the tilapia consumed in the U.S.
Like Paul Thorn sings, “...
These things are made in China
so it’s easy to see/How a man
who worships Buddha ain’t got
no guarantees.”
He was referring to ﬁreworks,
but you get the picture.
There are no food inspectors
in China—no U.S. Department
of Agriculture. The ﬁsh are
inspected as they come into the
country.
However, ﬁsh and shellﬁsh are
among the food groups refused
the most at our borders.
It’s disturbing to consider that
the future will hold more and
more farm-raised seafood, or
unregulated aquaculture production.
In 2012, worldwide farmedﬁsh production exceeded beef
production. Many predict 2013
might be the year farm-raised
ﬁsh consumption exceeds wildcaught.
It’s scary to even consider
bringing more pond-raised tilapia from China into the country.
It is fairly common practice
in China to use animal manure
instead of commercial feed. This
practice contaminates the water
and introduces a multitude of
toxins into the system, including
microbes like salmonella.
Go ahead and eat it if you
want too. Just make sure the tilapia package says it is farm-raised
in the U.S.
I advise you not eat any ﬁsh
that isn’t wild-caught. There’s
still no guarantee it’s going to be
any safer.
The best rule of rod when it
comes to tilapia: If you can’t
catch it in the Chesapeake Bay, it
ain’t ﬁsh no matter how creative
the chef gets.
Stick to the rock, blues,
croaker, spot, ﬂounder, sugar
toad, trout and occasional Spanish mackerel.
Establish rapport with the
guys at the seafood market or
meat counter when it comes
to tuna, salmon, cod and other
exotic species.

Misty Morning in Weems

Photo by Harriette Fishburne
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.
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Learning
for a lifetime
A recent news item in the
Washington Post indicated the
Fairfax County School Board
is running a $140 million deﬁcit on a $2.5 billion budget.
To solve the problem, it
voted to request ﬁscal autonomy and local taxing authority for elected school boards
from the General Assembly. It
wants ﬁscal autonomy because
the Fairfax supervisors have
not
appropriated
enough
money. Considering Richmond
County, I have been thinking
about education on several
levels.
My grandmother had a thirdgrade education. She learned
important skills to use the
rest of her life. She learned to
read, write and do arithmetic.
She learned that learning is
a personal responsibility and
lifelong task. After 75 years
of self-directed learning, she
seemed to know more chemistry than my high school chemistry teacher.
Teachers today teach the
required curriculum, but what
is often missed is the need to
take personal responsibility for
learning, and keep doing it.
A school board should set
the example by getting the best
information, using logic, doing
the numbers and making decisions in a transparent manner
to support the best interests of
the community.
We have a school board that
fails to maintain buildings and
assets, proposes new facilities without consideration of
school populations or demographics and offers free enrollment regardless of residential
status. If a school board does
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not skillfully handle current
resources and assets, how can
we justify increasing powers or
resources?
When one tries to limit
spending, there are those who
accuse “you don’t support education.”
Education requires active
participation of parents, students and teachers. All three
are required for a consistently
good result. Education is not in
the money we spend, how nice
the buildings are, or any other
things they say are required.
We all need to interact with
younger folks in and out of the
classroom, helping to cultivate
skills and personal responsibility for continuous learning.
Bill Calvert,
Farnham

Percieved injustice
Having spent 11 years
researching and writing about
the Appalachian School of Law
and Virginia Tech shootings, I
am disgusted with the Supreme
Court’s recent decision.
The Governor’s Review
Panel Report is riddled with
errors. Justice Powell and the
court draw on that badly ﬂawed
document, and there is evidence that Police Chief Wendell Flinchum did not tell the
truth about warning the campus
(from a state witness who was
never called to testify because
he would have badly undercut
the Commonwealth’s case).
There is clear evidence that
a lockdown would have saved
lives—two students were
allowed to leave Ambler West
Johnston Hall and go to their
French class where both were
slaughtered. A lockdown/warning would have saved a mini-

Psalm 33:5 encourages that
the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. I should most
respectfully add: especially in
the lower Northern Neck of
Virginia.
About a month ago, we
had our third annual Walk for
Water to raise funds for an
amazing charity, Water Missions International, that performs irreplaceable work with
priceless results. These good
people assemble, ship, install,
and sustain water puriﬁcation
systems, saving and immeasurably transforming lives.
So many people have contributed, even joined in the
Walk, and made this another
huge
success.
Especially
encouraging has been the
enthusiastic involvement of
children from kindergarten
through high school.
So much so that, going forward, our theme will be children helping children. Many
are already making plans to
raise money themselves until
our next year’s Walk, always on
the second Saturday of October.
While funds are still coming
in, we are so blessed to submit
that this year’s Walk again
exceeded our goal. We have
raised just under $23,000. A
true bonus is that these dollars will be matched, and at
least two more water puriﬁcation systems will be shipped to
Tanzania or elsewhere in early
2014.
If you would like to be a part
of these two systems, saving
and enriching 6,000 to 9,000
people’s lives by transforming up to 20,000 gallons of
disease-laden water every day
into safe, clean water, call me
at 438-6677.

mum of two lives. That fact
cannot be disputed.
Judge Cleo Powell and the
Virginia Supreme Court have
shown an alarming lack of
fairness and intellectual curiosity in dealing with the worst
school shooting in this nation’s
history.
Judge Cleo Powell’s stunningly poorly written decision
shows the Virginia Supreme
Court places right-wing ideolGlenn Cockrell,
ogy ahead of facts, evidence,
Kilmarnock
and justice. Judge Powell has
shown that the average “Jane” 2013 review of
and “Joe” will not stand a
chance in the Virginia legal Communist goals
I present an abbreviated list
system until 2023 when her
of “Current Communist Goals”
term ends.
David Cariens, from 1963:
Kilmarnock
s $O AWAY WITH ALL LOYALTY
oaths.
Lack of support
s #APTURE ONE OR BOTH OF THE
The
Lancaster
board political parties in the United
of supervisors should be States.
s 'ET CONTROL OF THE SCHOOLS
ashamed of themselves.
Not having a full-time Use them as transmission belts
nurse at each school building for socialism and current Comis a disgrace. Since costs for munist propaganda. Soften
a nurse are such a small per- the curriculum. Get control of
centage of the overall county teachers’ associations. Put the
budget, it should not matter party line in textbooks.
s )NlLTRATE THE PRESS 'ET
if the school board or if the
control
of book-review assignsupervisors are responsible,
just do the right thing for the ments, editorial writing, policy
making positions.
children’s sake.
s 'AIN CONTROL OF KEY POSII guess the supervisors feel
this is not a priority since tions in radio, TV, and motion
they don’t have “skin in the pictures.
s #ONTROL ART CRITICS AND DIRECgame.”
Does anyone really believe tors of art museums. “Our plan
this situation would have is to promote ugliness, repuloccurred if the supervi- sive, meaningless art.”
s "REAK DOWN CULTURAL STANsors had their own children
dards
of morality by promoting
attending county schools?
The supervisors say they pornography and obscenity in
support the schools but their books, magazines, motion picactions, or lack thereof, sure tures, radio and TV.
s 0RESENT HOMOSEXUALITY
don’t match their word.
Jamie Carter, degeneracy and promiscuity as
Irvington “normal, natural, healthy.”

s )NlLTRATE THE CHURCHES AND
replace revealed religion with
“social” religion. Discredit the
Bible and emphasize the need
for intellectual maturity which
does not need a “religious
crutch.”
s %LIMINATE PRAYER OR ANY
phase of religious expression in
the schools on the ground that
it violates the principle of “separation of church and state.”
s $ISCREDIT THE !MERICAN
Constitution by calling it inadequate, old-fashioned, out of
step with modern needs, a hindrance to cooperation between
nations on a worldwide basis.
s 4RANSFER SOME OF THE POWERS
of arrest from the police to
social agencies. Treat all behavioral problems as psychiatric
disorders which no one but
psychiatrists can understand
[or treat].
s $ISCREDIT THE FAMILY AS AN
institution. Encourage promiscuity and easy divorce.
I would add:
Deal the death blow through
massive voter fraud and media
manipulation by “electing” a
Manchurian President who lies
ruthlessly, relentlessly, pathologically and criminally until
the greatest nation on earth is
ﬁnancially devastated, utterly
dependant and completely
destroyed.
Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Warming up
to percentages
Suppose that on the morning of Sunday, October 13,
you were kidnapped by a gang
notorious for its cruelty and
for carrying out its threats.
For reasons only they know,
the gang ordered you to bet
your life and the lives of your
extended family on a football game to be played later
that day—the Jaguars against
the Broncos at Denver’s Mile
High Stadium.
As a casual fan of NFL football and an occasional bettor
on football games, you knew
about odds and point-spreads.
You also knew from the Saturday night sports news that the
betting line predicted a Broncos victory by 26.5 points, and
that a reputable poll showed
99% of NFL fans expected
the Broncos to win. Your captors asserted that the wager
demanded of you was simply
win or lose, never mind the
point-spread: “You win, you
go free.”
You would have bet on the
Broncos, right?
Now, considering that 98%
of all climate scientists assert
that the earth’s climate has
been, and will continue, getting warmer, and that human
activity is the major cause of
the warming trend, who would
rationally bet against the scientists?
That 95% is not based on
opinion; it is based on peerreviewed ﬁndings of thousands of experiments using
the scientiﬁc method, which
has skepticism at its core.
The game? Broncos over the
Jaguars, 35 to 19.
Bob Lindsey,
Callao

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

L

ast Saturday my good wife and I traveled over across the river to Urbanna for
the Oyster Festival, timing our visit to watch
the highlight of the weekend celebration, the
parade through town. Again this year, the
highlight of the highlight was the Lancaster
High School Band, marching along in perfect step, all the while playing concert-quality music. As one who likes to take walks to
think, I always am in awe at the students being
able to march, think and play simultaneously.
Although band directors Robbie Spiers
and Kenny Flester lose 25% of their pool of
students each year with graduation, within a
couple of months they are able to introduce
the new, replacement 25% into the band, producing a sound that gives the impression that
the group has played together for years.
The sheer size of the Lancaster band is
monumental, other schools having a fraction
of the number of performers, and although
they too played well, as usual Lancaster this
year was the standard against which all are
judged. The music went smoothly throughout

In these days when schools
are trying to economize
given the limited resources at
hand, all of us always must
be aware that music and the
visual arts in education are
not luxuries.
the entire parade, and the band energized the
onlookers, thereby making the event all the
more exciting. I offer that comment as we
walked along following the band for much of
its course winding through the town.
A band is like a machine. With the latter, in
order to function properly, each cog must be
oiled and maintained in unison with all of the
other components. With the former each note
from each student must harmonize correctly.

Watching Robbie and Kenny is fascinating, as
they truly are hearing and directing every note
despite the movement through the streets and
the cheering crowds on the sidelines.
Marching bands have been receiving
renewed attention this fall with the extensive
media coverage of the Ohio State University
band and its intricately crafted performances
at collegiate football games. Whether on
television or in person, watching a marching
band is an American experience, especially as
in this case when it is rooted in small-town
America.
For my generation the very idea of a
marching band evokes memories of Meredith
Wilson’s musical, “The Music Man,” and its
classic song, “76 Trombones.” One of the
editors who worked with Frank Loesser in
publishing that musical was Gene Yeney, who
retired nearly 50 years ago to the shores of the
Great Wicomico River, where he spent the last
three decades of his life. Gene was the ultimate music critic, another who also could tell
if a note was not being played correctly.

By no means do I presume to be anywhere
near that league, but standing on the streets of
Urbanna, an American town dating from 1705,
cheering on our band as it processed along,
patriotism is not far from one’s thoughts. If
the band experience inculcated in our students
in their youth makes them better citizens later
in life, then the music element of their education will have done them and society as a
whole its greatest service.
In these days when schools are trying to
economize given the limited resources at
hand, all of us always must be aware that
music and the visual arts in education are not
luxuries. They are necessities for the proper
development of youngsters into an educated
populace capable of carrying the responsibility of good citizenship.
The march through Urbanna last Saturday
literally was a step, or perhaps the band members might say that it was many steps, along
the way towards that goal. Thanks and congratulations to Robbie, Kenny, all the volunteers, and most of all, the students for giving
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YOUR LETTERS
Treat in Reedville
Straight talk
about groundwater On Halloween there were at

Do You Remember?
This May 1968 photo shows the Southern States
Cooperative Farmers Feed Service at Augusta and
School streets in Kilmarnock, said Kilmarnock Museum
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do You Remember?” is
a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

NAACP issues statement
regarding OEI legislation
The Virginia State Conference NAACP recently released
eight resolutions approved by
delegates from local branches
during the organization’s 78th
convention.
Among the resolutions, the
civil rights organization took
this stance on the controversial
Opportunity Educational Institution:
“In the 1950s, 1960s and
1970s, the Virginia Legislature stated that under the Virginia State Constitution, the
operation of public school
(grades K-12) was the exclusive authority of counties and
cities of the Commonwealth.
As a result of this legislative
stance, the Virginia Legislature took no actions to require
Prince Edward County to operate public schools from 1959 to
1964 wherein Prince Edward
County denied public education to more than 1,700 African-American students.
“In the 2013 legislative session, the Virginia Legislature enacted legislation that
mandated the creation of the
Opportunity Educational Institution Board, to take over the
control and supervision of any
local public schools (grades
K-12) which had been denied
accreditation and/or which had
received accreditation with

warnings for three consecutive
years. It is the ﬁrm conviction
of the Virginia State Conference NAACP that this legislation violates the Constitution
of Virginia in that it usurps
the authority and role of local
school boards.
“The Virginia State Conference NAACP hereby supports the litigation brought by
the Virginia School Boards
Association and the Norfolk
City School Board to declare
the Opportunity Educational
Institution (OEI) legislation
unconstitutional and to enjoin
the OEI from taking any action
to implement the legislation.
The Virginia State Conference
NAACP will undertake steps
to become a party to this litigation, and urges all of its units to
seek the support of their local
school boards for this litigation.”
Resolutions were also voted
on dealing with the 2014 Photo
I.D. Law, Affordable Health
Care and Education, according to Area 14 chairman Mark
P. Lomax, a member of the
executive committee of the
Virginia State Conference
NAACP. Area 14 represents
Essex, Middlesex, King and
Queen, Richmond, Lancaster,
Northumberland and Westmoreland branches.

Section honoring veterans is free!
A Salute to
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Our Veterans

24 pages
in two
sections

2010

November 10,
have called the
hundreds of veterans who
Day 2010 salute to the
have served their
elcome to this special Veterans some point in their lives. We honor those who
at
but still remembered,
lower Northern Neck home
duty today, some deceased
living and some even on
our land. They have served
country in uniform, many
of several wars to protect
preserving the freelives on the battleﬁelds
Each has had a hand in
and some who gave their
Air Force or Coast Guard.
in the Army, Navy, Marines,
a good time to rememStates of America.
patriots. Today would be
doms that deﬁne the United
and friends, our hometown
These are your neighbors
those still living.
us, and to say thanks to
ber those no longer with
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Oldest seaman from the USS

Midway recognized at reunion

who
During the reunion, Butler, the
awarded
by Lisa Hinton Valdrighi
served as a radarman, was
Medal.
One, World War II Victory than any of the
eing old has its privileges.
“I didn’t do any more
Butler
that served [on the
according to Robert W.
recog- 4,000 other guys
“I’m
of Irvington, is being
Midway],” said Butler, modestly.
Forces.
nized by the U.S. Armed honored as just old.”
alongButler, 89, was recently
Butler’s medal is now framed Medal
crew member
War I Victory
the oldest living original
was com- side the World father, Clarence W.
of the USS Midway, which
awarded to his
1945.
missioned in September
I got,” Butler.
patriotism
“It was an amazing reception
Butler shared his father’s He was
the Navy in 1942.
said Butler, who lives at Rappahannock
(RW-C). “All and joined a ﬁghter pilot but vertigo
be
Westminster-Canterbury
to
for no training
he received a
this adulation from strangers
kept him grounded and
old.”
other reason except that I’m from a medical discharge.
he was in
Butler returned last month crew
But, because Butler says
Midway
unable
of
being
reunion
three-day
perfect health other than
to ﬂy, he rejoined the Navy
members in San Diego, Calif.
on the same day and went
through ﬁve radar training
the
schools up and down
east coast.
“Things were different in
World War II,” said Butler.
“Everybody was patriotic
do
and everybody wanted to
what they could. There was
nothing wrong with me,
so I didn’t want to be dis-

B

in California.

a recent reunion
charged.”
the USS Midway during
Linda Small stand on
As an aviation cadet,
Robert Butler and companion
Butler attended pre-ﬂight
in the Northern Neck.
school in Georgia and
the Reedﬁrst wedding anniversary.
He has 20 models in
bunked with three other museum in San Diego three years ago, their two moved to California, where
one at the
The
ville Fishermen’s Museum, Irvington,
cadets. They all talked about was the biggest ship aﬂoat when it was
in
the University of Southern
all
were 4,000 he attended the GI bill. He and Mar- Steamboat Era Museum
graduating and that they
Tavern in
launched in 1945. There
California on
one at Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’sChurch in
wanted to be commissioned men in the ship’s original crew.
California for 35 years
at Christ
there are jorie lived in
shop- Heathsville and one
as Marines.
“I strongly suspect that
he retired in 1981 as a
All three of his room- other [older] members than me,” said before
a home Weems.
is of the
center developer and built for 25
His model at Christ Church
mates were killed while Butler. “They just haven’t found them ping
there
to
in Bluff Point. They lived They had historic building. It took 14 months
ﬂying combat ﬂights with yet.”
moving to RW-C.
it his ﬁnest work.
Butler ﬁrst years before 63 years when Marjorie make and Butler calls realism,” said
the Marines.
Washington,
in
Born
“I’m a stickler for
“It’s amazing how things came to the Northern Neck as a visiting been married ago.
a
two years
it takes a week to make
work out, how things boyfriend of Marjorie Hurst. They were died
best known Butler. “If
his
A civil engineer, Butler is builder, a window, why not. When my wife died,
in the serhappen,” said Butler of
married while Butler was
these parts as a model
emotional stability was
failure to become a ﬁghter vice. His discharge papers came while around began to develop when he was the secret to my
he
to stay busy.”
pilot. “Things could have he was on the Midway in the Caribbean talent
has models in ﬁve museums
to Marjorie on seven. He
in turned out a lot different.”
wife, Marjorie, stroll
a and he returned home
Robert Butler and his
The Midway, retired as
1942.

college, joined the Navy
Longtime teacher here quit

Washington, D.C., in

December

by Audrey Thomasson

locally as a retired home
lthough she is well knownLancaster Middle School,
ngton
economics teacher from
learn that Sylvia Bufﬁ
many are surprised to
recruitment
ﬁrst to run down to the
Hayden was one of the
bombed Pearl
Navy after the Japanese
ofﬁce and enlist in the
War II to American shores. in her
Harbor and brought World
Georgia, Hayden was
A farmer’s daughter from of Georgia, majoring in home
second year at the University to leave school and join the
decided
economics, when she

A

factor for
Navy.
was the chief motivating Rollins
At the time, patriotism
including Hayden’s ﬁancee,
those rushing to enlist,
also had another reason. enough
Moultrie Jones. But Hayden
boyfriend. We were stupid
“I joined to be with my same place,” Hayden said with a
the
she never
to think we’d be sent to
shipped out to sea and
died in the
laugh. The reality is Jones
again. She assumes he
saw or heard from him

returned the next morning. to her job.
But there were advantagessank in the Paciﬁc, Hayden was
When her brother’s ship I wasn’t allowed to call my par“But
one of the ﬁrst to know.
said.
ents and tell them,” she survivors would arrive in D.C. by
brother
Then she learned the
and was elated to see her
train. She went to the stationwent home to Atlanta to celebrate
two
step from the train. The
she promised
with her family.
broke his silence when
Hayden’s father ﬁnally
to complete her education. completed her education, took
True to her word, Hayden appliances and soon handled
on Noblett’s
a job demonstrating Frigidaire
which included calling
the mid-Atlantic region, She was still single at 45 when she
Kilmarnock.
Ottoman at
Appliance in
late Clyde Hayden from
was introduced to the When they married, Hayden settled
the 1965 Richmond Fair. a 20-year career teaching Lancaster
in Lancaster and started
1985.
in
children until her retirement celebrated her 90th birthday. She
On November 10, Hayden her late parents, Joe and Clare
of
proudly displays a pictureservice pins of their children. Her
Her father
Bufﬁngton, wearing the
several pins on her lapel.
mother is pictured with
pin for his favorite daughter.
wore only one—a navy

where
war.
the Department of the Navy war. It
Hayden was assigned to
D.C., for the entire
she was landlocked in Washington,
woman in love.
was devasting to a young up enough courage to tell her parWhen Hayden gathered she expected them to be upset,
sat in his
ents about her enlistment,
much worse. “My father
his
but their reception was
she said. And he maintained
chair and didn’t say a word,”daughter during most of her sersilence toward his favorite
He really
vice years.
dropped out of college. Hayden
“He was upset that I
for his seven children,
believed in education”
was hanexplained.
the Naval Department
ship moveHayden’s assignment for
documents that dealt with she wasn’t
dling highly classiﬁed
Hayden
considered so sensitive, still refuses
led Sylvia Bufﬁngton
ments. Her work was
Patriotism, and a boyfriend,
what she did, and she
allowed to tell her parents
(above) to join the Navy.
to give details today.
a complete background
required
clearance
only one other person
homeGetting security
a vault each night with
A team traveled to Hayden’s
when was locked in a key.
check on the new recruit.
family and friends. But
to
Moving
in the local having access
town near Atlanta to interview
as locked up as her work. required
her father having lunch even denied
Her life in the city was
townsfolk pointed out
location in the building
to talk to them and
from her work area to another were corralled at the end of
diner, the farmer refused
The workers
for the night and
and a military escort.
knowing her.
Hayden received clearancework the day and taken to the nearby barracks
Despite her father’s attitude,
department where her
began working in the publication

siblings
Pearl Harbor in 1941,
in the
After the Japanese bombed
and Ned Bufﬁngton enlisted
(from left) Robert, Sylvia
service.

In 2010, the Record solicited
photos of every lower
Northern Neck veteran, living
or deceased, and published a
special 24-page section filled
with the pictures. Extra copies
are still available at the office at
no charge. Veterans groups or
those planning Veterans Day
programs are welcome to take
multiple copies for distribution
to members or guests.

While rummaging through
the recent series on the
groundwater-supply
crisis
written by my friends from
NAPS, I was pained to stumble upon so many scientific
distortions and inaccuracies.
These faults appear to be
more than the simple carelessness of hurried writing, but instead reflect a
genuine confusion about the
subject—-a sorry malady of
sorts. Let’s call it idiopathic
hydrogeologic fatuitas.
Citizens deserve to know
the facts about the environmental threats they face.
What’s more, effective public
policy depends on them
knowing the facts. Editorial
limits here prevent an extensive critique of the myths and
legends of the commentary,
so I will focus on a few of
the most troublesome.
The great threat to the residents of the Virginia coastal
plain is not saltwater intrusion (the U.S. Geological
Survey has found no evidence of a serious existential
problem) or land subsidence
(scientists at the Virginia
Institute of Marine Science
report regional subsidence
rates of 4 millimeters per
year or less) or the exhaustion of the groundwater
supply (it’s physically impossible to pump the groundwater system dry).
Instead, the real threat
comes from the social, economic, and political disruptions that accompany the
long-term and persistent
depletion of the groundwater supply. As the stock of
groundwater shrinks and
artesian water levels decline,
responses to a rising demand
for water become increasingly difficult and costly.
Unless
groundwater
withdrawals are substantially reduced and replaced
by environmentally- and
economically-sound water
sources, local water shortages will grow, jurisdictional
water conflicts will spread,
and the economy will suffer.
However,
groundwater
problems will not be solved
by more surface-water reservoirs or other stale remedies.
Rather, solutions will spring
from the kind of innovative
thinking that produced the
proposal to replace the enormous volumes of groundwater used in the manufacture
of paper products at West
Point with recycled wastewater.

least 400 people—children and
parents—walking up and down
Main Street in Reedville for
Trick or Treat.
The next morning, I walked
a half-mile of that street and
picked up only one small plastic bag and one plastic soda
bottle. What a treat for the
town!
Great work, people.
Sommerville Parker,
Reedville

So much
for U.S. policy
It is salutary to recall the
Iraq war vision espoused by
Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld 12 years ago:
“Imagine what the region
would look like without
Saddam (whom he originally
supported) and with a regime
that is allied with the U.S. interest. It would change everything in the region and beyond
it. It would demonstrate what
U.S. policy is all about.”
Well, it did. And it did.
Is any further comment necessary?
Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Great service
This letter is written to alert
the public about the excellent
work done by Michelle Lackert
as animal control ofﬁcer.
This is a dangerous and difﬁcult job which she does with
competence and compassion.
We should be grateful for
the efforts of all of our animal
control ofﬁcers on our behalf.
They are doing a great job for
our community.
Jennifer Riley,
Kilmarnock
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The passing of Mr. Allen
Ball signiﬁes the closure of an
era.
I was a young Lancaster High
School student in the 1970s
when desegregation began in
our school system. Desegregation, which I am conﬁdent,
divided schools, churches,
businesses, and even families,
was also a time of loss for
many students and faculty who
relinquished their own educational identities and positions
for long overdue social change.
I witnessed Mr. Ball quietly
seizing this time of transition
and turning it into an opportunity. He was a committed
teacher, and one of the ﬁnest

Frank W. Fletcher, PhD,
Reedville

In the Nation, what matters to us is
what matters to you.

Northern Neck

When it comes to protecting what you love, it’s not what
you know, but who you know. Someone who cares about
what you care about. At Nationwide Insurance, we call
them agents. You’ll call them friends. We put members
ﬁrst, because we don’t have shareholders.
Join the Nation where protection is personal.

Join me in Kilmarnock.
Steve Eudy
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Rd.

(804) 435-3164
Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Not all Nationwide affiliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide
members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide, Nationwide Insurance, the Nationwide framemark, Nationwide is On Your Side and Join the Nation are service marks of Nationwide
Mutual Insurance Company. ©2012 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved. NPR-0501M1 (07/12)

men I have ever known, a true
inspiration, and a calming presence during troubled times.
His wit and friendliness to all
continued even after a student
left his charge, as he always
remembered names and graciously engaged many people.
He passionately educated
students in academic subjects,
but, by consistent personal
example, Mr. Ball taught those
willing to learn to embrace
uncomfortable, adverse and
new situations in life and excel.
Mr. Ball did just that, and his
positive inﬂuence remains with
me greater than 40 years later.
I am honored to have known
such an educator and friend.
Elizabeth “Betsy”
Crockett Smith,
LHS Class of 1972,
Stuarts Draft

Concerns rise
regarding jury
I am really concerned about
an article referencing Cheyenne McDowell who stabbed
Thomas Segar Jr. It seems
to all have pointed to self
defense.
I don’t understand how she
received a guilty verdict from
an all caucasian jury of ﬁve
men and seven women. She
had witnesses and a counselor’s report.
That is my concern. I am
concerned at how the jury
was selected without choosing a variety of race for a fair
trial. I don’t understand how
this was done. Not one black/
African American was on the
jury.
Can I get some answers
because I don’t see a fair
trial here. I don’t know her
previous life, but the jury is
my concern. I am very disappointed.
Arlene Spencer,
Portsmouth

ANSWERS
ON AGING
I’m worried about becoming
dehydrated. What will happen
to me if I become dehydrated
and how can I know if I am
drinking enough?
Dehydration occurs when you
Oose Pore Àuid than you taNe
in and your body doesn’t have
enouJh water and other Àuids to
carry out its normal functions.
Dehydration is a common water
and electrolyte disorder in older
adults and is associated with
delirium, falls and incontinence.
It can also lead to secondary
conditions such as urinary tract
infections, respiratory infections, constipation, delirium and
drug toxicity.
There are many reasons that
older adults may not drinN
enough Àuids to maintain adequate hydration. Some explanations include decreased thirst
perception, lacN of access to
Àuids, dif¿culty swallowing,
fears of incontinence and dif¿culty preparing Àuids to drinN.
Other common causes of dehydration include diarrhea, vomiting and fever.
Fluid levels vary for individual older adults but the rule
of thumb is to ingest 6 to 8 cups
of water per day. This may vary
based on health status, level of
activity, environment and medication use.
Tips for preventing dehydration in older adults:
 Schedule ³water breaNs´
during the day to remind yourself to rehydrate.
 /imit caffeine intaNe as caffeine can impair hydration and
cause frequent urination.
 8se high water content
foods as an alternative to liquids Examples of these foods
are popsicles, sherbet and fruits
such as oranges and watermelon.
For answers to your questions
on aging, visit seniornavigator.
org.
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Land Conservation Easement Workshop
Nov. 17, 2013, 2 -3:30 p.m.

Rice’s Hotel-Hughlett’s Tavern Transportation Building
73 Monument Place, Heathsville

The Northern Neck Land Conservancy and Conservation Partners, LLC, host a free workshop
explaining how landowners can continue to make
a living off their land, sell or bequeath it, protect
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NOTICE TO ALL NORTHUMERLAND COUNTY RESIDENTS
THE ZONING FOLLY: The Planning Commission, ignoring overwhelming opposition at its recent public hearing, has recommended to the Board of Supervisors that it approve an insane
change to the zoning law permitting every residence in the county to be operated as a tourist
home by right. No permit required, no public hearing held, no right to object afforded to the
ULPNOIVYZ[OLJVTT\UP[`VY[OLW\ISPJ([V\YPZ[OVTLPZHMVYWYVÄ[I\ZPULZZ[`WPJHSS`V^ULK
by an outside investor, renting to transients – up to 14 of them at any one time - for a few days
or a weekend. On-site supervision would not be required, just compliance with a few regulations with no county oversight. We repeat what we said in our previous published notice: If this
change to the zoning law is enacted, the character of any residential neighborhood could be
transformed overnight, and the privacy and security you treasure may suddenly vanish when
you discover the occupants of the house next door are no longer your neighbors but rather a
revolving door of strangers.
NO RATIONAL BASIS: Why is it that a conditional use permit and a hearing to obtain that
permit are required for a bed and breakfast or a boarding house, which have on-site supervision, but are not required for a tourist home which does not? Why is it that the county seems
willing to toss the zoning code on the junk heap and deprive its citizens of the right to speak
out against an impending invasion of their privacy and a potential threat both to their personal safety and the preservation of the character of their neighborhoods which may have taken
decades to evolve? Why is it that the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors are
acting like the decision of an owner to convert his or her private residence into a business enterprise is somehow an ordained right but the right of a next door neighbor to the quiet enjoyment of his or her home and the right of a neighborhood community to maintain its character
are not? Answer: there is no rational basis for this outrageous proposal.
BOARD ACCOUNTABILITY: Zoning laws are enacted to create a sensible grid of residential,
commercial and other districts harmoniously existing side by side. Bethany, Ocean City and
the Outer Banks evolved as tourist home havens. The Northern Neck did not. A few streets
and maybe a neighborhood or two in the county might be suitable for such usage. However, if
the Board of Supervisors permits every home in the county to become a tourist home by right,
thereby depriving residents adversely impacted by such usage from voicing their opposition,
it will have abdicated its most important responsibility – to act in the best interests of the resPKLU[Z^OV]V[LK[OLTPU[VVMÄJL0U[OPZJHZL[OH[YLZWVUZPIPSP[`PZ[VWYV[LJ[[OL]HZ[THQVYity of county residents who want to keep their neighborhoods private and residential, not the
opportunists who would transform those neighborhoods into commercial zones for their own
personal gain. In two short years, the operation of a tourist home in some districts has gone
from being a prohibited use to one needing a conditional use permit and is now on the precipice of not needing one at all! No other zoning use can make that claim. Does this suggest
that the reason for no longer requiring permits for tourist homes is that the Board wants to
wash its hands of its responsibility to rule on applications for tourist home permits because it
is uncomfortable making distinctions for denying some and approving others? That would be
abdication too. The message: if a law is too bothersome to enforce, let’s scrap it, regardless of
the consequences.
IMPACT ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY VALUES: How do you think the introduction of a
tourist home into your neighborhood will affect the market value of your property? Do you
think a prospective buyer interested in purchasing your home as a private residence will be
willing to pay you a fair price, or even consider a purchase at all, if he would be moving next
door to a tourist home continuously occupied by rotating, unsupervised transients who may be
there to party and couldn’t care less about the character of the neighborhood or its quality of
life?
LAST CHANCE: If you live in a planned subdivision with a homeowners association whose
covenants prohibit or restrict short-term rentals, you will be protected from this impending
zoning change. If you don’t live in such a community, you will not be. The “by right” tourist
home zoning amendment will be on the agenda at the meeting of the Board of Supervisor’s
meeting scheduled for Thursday, November 14. This is your last chance to try to convince the
Board of Supervisors to reverse course on this reckless path and do the courageous and right
thing: reject the Planning Board’s recommendation. If you are a resident who wants to preserve the character of your neighborhood and safeguard your privacy and security, we urge
you to attend the Board of Supervisors meeting at 7 p.m. on November 14th and let your voice
be heard; or, if you can’t attend, call 580-7921 or 580-8910 or write to E. Luttrell Tadlock at
P.O. Box 129, Heathsville, VA 22473 and let the Board of Supervisors know this is a terrible
idea that should be voted down forever.
Concerned Citizens for the Welfare of Northumberland County

