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 Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Two seniors from Northumberland 
High School are in New York 

to perform in the famous Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Lauren Self and Katie Crowther, 
co-captains of the Northumberland 
High School dance team, have travelled 
to New York for a week of rehearsals 
and sightseeing, culminating in a long, 
cold walk through Manhattan—as 
millions of people across the country 
watch.

Sending Northumberland students 
to participate in the parade would have 
been unimaginable even a few years 
ago. School counseling assistant Holly 
Swann, a lifelong professional dancer, 
started the dance team two years ago. 
After getting dancers together for two 
football halftime shows and a talent 
show, Swann asked the administration 
to let her start a dance team. One of her 
dancers was the stepdaughter of then-
principal David Dixon.

“He said, ‘well if can you teach 
Sydney how to do the running man, 
then I’ll support you in having a dance 
team,’” Swann recalled. “It was kind of 
a joke, but... I taught her.”

The NHS Indian Spirits dance 
team was formed. Now, in its second 
full year, the team is sending two 
representatives to dance in the famous 
parade.

The dancing portion of the parade 
is called “Spirit of America,” and 
includes the Spirit of America team of 
professional dancers and Varsity Spirit, 
the high school dancers. To participate, 
dancers must be seniors at their schools, 
officers of the dance team, and attend 
a Universal Dance Association dance 
camp. Crowther and Self learned about 
the opportunity from an information 
packet about the camp.

“About a week later, they came to 
me and said ‘we’re going to try to go!’” 
Swann said.

The trip’s busy six-night, seven-day 
schedule will have a lot of firsts for 

Two NHS seniors dance 
their way into the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade

WHITE STONE—Following a 
public hearing last Thursday, the White 
Stone Planning Commission decided it 
was logical to rezone a parcel of land on 
Route 3 from residential to commercial, 
despite some concerns from neighbors. 

“Anytime you start taking away 
residential, R-3, in our town...you have 
to look at it’s proximity to Route 3,” 
said planner Paul Elbourn. “Route 3 is 
the commercial district in our town. It’s 
not a stretch. I understand the concerns, 
but I don’t see the [problem with the 
rezoning].” 

Elbourn made the motion to 
recommend the rezoning request from 
R-3 to commercial, C-1, on a .465-
acre parcel along Rappahannock Drive. 
The recommendation and the rezoning 
request will be heard by the town council 
at a public hearing in January. 

Elbourn’s motion to recommend the 
zoning change to council was seconded 
by Ginger Philbrick and passed, 3-0, 
by Elbourn, Philbrick and commission 
chairman John Taliaferro. 

Hurst Harvey Oil Company seeks the 
change in zoning for a parcel owned by 
Virginia M. Jodon. It is just inside the 
town limits, approximately 1/16 of a 
mile south of Rappahannock Drive’s 
intersection with Shady Lane and 
adjacent to White Stone Family Practice.

Hurst Harvey has a contract to 
purchase the property and according to 
owners Wallace Lewis III and his sister 
Melinda Lewis, the oil company plans 
to locate an automated car wash on the 
lot. 

Land surveyor Charles R. Pruett 
made a presentation to the commission 
with a conceptual drawing of the 
property and car wash, which would 
include two wand bays, an automatic 
bay and equipment room. The car wash 
would use the town’s water supplier, 
Aqua Virginia. 

The car wash will be similar to the one 
at Cook’s Corner in Middlesex County, 
said Tim Fitzpatrick with Howco, which 
builds and owns car washes throughout 
North Carolina and Virginia. Howco 
would build the car wash. 

“What about the noise, lighting, 
cursing, loud music, trash and the 
gathering of young people?” said 
Calvin Dolby, who lives across the street 
along with his elderly mother. “I pray 

this doesn’t happen but I know of one 
situation where one young man left a 
car wash and went across the street and 
tried to break into a house. He ended up 
shooting her.”

Dolby asked for some reassurance 
that drugs, gun violence and gang 
beatings that have previously been 
associated with car washes elsewhere 
wouldn’t happen at this one. 

“I have grave concerns about that 
with the age of the people in the 
neighborhood,” he said. 

Mac Davis lives in White Stone, 
owns two businesses in the town and a 
commercial property across the street 
from the parcel in question. A former 
town councilman, Davis said the town 
has a loitering ordinance and he was 
personally assured by the town’s Chief 
of Police Cliff Dawson last week 
“that he could handle any problem 
that happened there and it would only 
happen one time.”

Davis added he would like to see a car 
wash in White Stone as long as all the 
questions concerning buffers, lighting 
and hours of operation are addressed.

Although the car wash would be 
accessible 24 hours a day, Fitzpatrick 
said very rarely are they used late at 
night. Normally business drops off 
around 8 p.m., he said. 

Dolby was concerned customers 
would be there late into the night and 
early morning. He suggested chaining 
the facility off at a certain hour so it is 
not open 24 hours a day. 

Melinda Lewis told the commission 
her family had owned the Get & Zip 
convenience stores for some 28 years 
and “never had a problem with loitering” 
and the businesses were always well-lit. 

“If there were problems, we stayed on 
top of it,” she said. 

Dolby said he understood problems 
would be addressed but “the police chief 
cannot be everywhere all the time.”

Wallace Lewis asked if White Stone 
currently had a problem with youth 
gathering, playing loud music and 
causing problems. 

Instead of the commission 
responding, Davis said when he was 
on town council White Stone “had a 
lot of problems at the 7-11. Beatings, 
shootings, girls acting out of control...It 
was a nightmare.”

As a result, he said, the town hired a 
police chief and adopted the loitering 

The Rappahannock Record 
will publish letters to Santa in the 
December 19 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record office 
by Wednesday, December 11. If 
letters are written as a class project, 
teachers are urged to submit them by 
Friday, December 6.

Letters should be written with a 
dark pencil or ink and include the 
child’s name, age and hometown. 
Parents, teachers and others are asked 
to make certain the letters are legible. 
Please include the teacher’s first and 

last names with class submissions.
Email letters to mail@rrecord.

com, send to Rappahannock Record,  
P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482, fax to 435-2632, or deliver 
them to the Record office at 27 North 
Main Street. There is a delivery slot 
in the front door for after-hours 
submissions.

The December 19 issue also will 
include holiday greetings from area 
merchants and others. The deadline 
for these advertising messages is 
December 11.

the two dancers. They have a packed 
itinerary, with a whirlwind tour of 
the sights of New York and intense 
practices almost every day.

“I’ve never even been to New 
York, and I’m dancing in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade,” said 
Crowther. She has been dancing since 
she was age 5, including tap, ballet, and 
jazz.

Self only started dancing when she 
joined the Indian Spirits dance team. 
The idea caught her interest when she 
watched her friends practice for the 
talent show. After learning a few moves 
at home, she approached Swann and 
asked to try out.

The two don’t dance for lack of 
something to do, either. Self also plays 
softball and volleyball, and Crowther 
plays softball, basketball and volleyball.

The dance team helped raise funds 
to make the trip happen. The cost per 
person is $1,850 plus transportation.

“I just want to say thank you to 
everybody that like supported us in 
fundraising,” Crowther said.

“They’ve done lots of fundraising 
throughout the community,” Swann 
said. “They did a barbecue sale, and 
carwash, and they had a jar out at 

Lilian (Lumber) that people put change 
in, and they did cup sales, went to 
businesses, and the community really 
gave them a lot of money. And the rest 
of the team sold cups for them, and they 
came and helped with the barbecue 
sale. The whole team has supported 
them.”

Now, the girls are only worried 
about the cold. Their uniforms are 
close-fitting and not very thick. 
The forecasted high for Thursday in 
Manhattan is 36 degrees.

“They said you can wear something 
underneath it,” said Self.

“Thermals or whatever, as long as it’s 
not bulky. And mine’s like skin-tight!” 
added Crowther.

But the weather does nothing to 
dampen their excitement.

“We’re like counting down the days,” 
Self said a few weeks before leaving.

Swann has insisted the two call 
her every night. She says they should 
be on TV at around 11:10 a.m. on 
Thanksgiving Day. They will be in the 
middle of the second and third rows, 
where Swann says they will be visible.

“I would have never like, done 
anything like that without Miss Swann,” 
Self said.

Planning commission
recommends rezoning
Route 3 parcel targeted
for automated car wash

Santa letters due by Dec. 11

by Renss Greene

Happy Thanksgiving

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

PLANNING, continued on page A2
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RAL 
Holiday Gift

 Shop

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main St, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309, ralgallery.com

November 20 - December 28

Crafts

Ceramics Sculpture
Artwork

Jewelry
Cards

This winter… 
Let us be your pride and joy’s home 

away from home  
Conveniently located on the Eastern 

Branch of Carters Creek 
 Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage 

50-ton travel lift and 
9 feet at mean low water 

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington 
(804) 438-5563 

A Full Service Boatyard

LANCASTER—Lisa and 
Bobby Smith, whose daughter, 
Haley, has a genetic disorder 
that results in severe childhood 
epilepsy, are finding out that 
getting the free and appropriate 
education she is entitled to under 
federal law is coming at a great 
emotional and financial cost.

In their latest battle, 
Lancaster’s director of special 
education John Tupponce wrote 
a letter to the school board 
denying the Lancaster school 
district has a responsibility for 
her education while expressing 
surprise that homebound 
education for her had not started.  

Haley’s been out of school 
since last May when the middle 
school nurse quit and the central 
office did not hire a replacement. 
Her rare condition, which results 
in multiple seizures each day, 
requires a full-time nurse at the 
middle school.

“During a seizure, Haley needs 
to take a controlled narcotic 
injected inter-muscularly...or she 
could die,” said Lisa. Teachers 

ordinance, which “is solid and 
strong.”

He also said there is 
multijurisdictional enforcement 
of the ordinances available and 
the town could call on Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Department 
as well as Kilmarnock’s Police 
Department and the Middlesex 
County Sheriff’s Department to 
respond. 

Town manager Patrick Frere 
told the commission and the 
eight people in attendance the 
town has ordinances regulating 
loud, disturbing and unnecessary 
noise, disorderly conduct, public 
profanity and drunkenness, and 
loitering.

Once the public hearing 
was closed, Elbourn reminded 
fellow commission members 
it was not recommending or 
denying a car wash but only 

considering whether or not 
rezoning the property to C-1 was 
an appropriate decision. 

Frere also said before Hurst 
Harvey could establish a car 
wash on the property, it would 
have to have all the appropriate 
zoning permits and meet all 
the necessary requirements 
including buffers. 

“I like to see business come to 
White Stone,” said Philbrick. “I 
think we need it. I understand the 
concerns but I’d like to think in 
good faith we can work together 
with the owners.”

Town council will hold 
a public hearing on the 
rezoning request in January 
and will consider the planning 
commission’s recommendation. 
The planning commission does 
not make rezoning decisions, 
only recommendations to the 
council. 

LANCASTER—A Voice 
over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 

Planning commission 
continued from page A1

Educating Haley Smith is the focus of  battle
between her parents and Lancaster schools

by Audrey Thomasson

and administrators have no 
training in handling epileptic 
seizures, therefore Haley cannot 
attend school, said Lisa. 

Under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act (IDEA), public 
school districts nationwide are 
required to provide a free and 
appropriate public education 
to all students diagnosed with 
a disability. The act requires 
schools to identify students who 
may have learning impairments 
and to develop a plan to educate 
them appropriately at no extra 
cost to parents.

But, according to the Smiths’ 
experience, the school board 
and superintendent continue to 
ignore the law or don’t take it 

seriously, said Lisa.
The Rappahannock Record 

obtained a copy of a letter 
written November 15 by 
Tupponce to the school board 
addressing Lisa’s comments 
during a recent school board 
meeting.

According to Tupponce, 
Haley’s case is no longer 
Lancaster’s problem, but is 
the responsibility of a regional 
program under the direction of 
Dr. Jamie Blake. The regional 
program operates in Lancaster 
schools using local funding.

“Although the student is 
a resident of Lancaster, we 
don’t hold...the responsibility 
of educating the student…,” 
Tupponce wrote. 

He explained why Haley 
was initially disqualified for 
homebound education.

“The homebound form was 
reviewed but rejected because 
it needed a medical rationale,” 
wrote Tupponce.

When shown the comment, 
Lisa was incredulous. 
“Haley’s daily seizures are not 
considered a reason for medical 

homebound education?” she 
asked. “The neurologist said she 
needed a nurse.”

According to Lisa, during 
Special Education Advisory 
Committee meetings, 
Tupponce and special education 
coordinator Alicia Carter gave 
assurances that Haley would be 
considered a “regular” student 
even though she was in the 
regional program because it 
took place in a Lancaster school 
building.

Also, she noted that in 
the past superintendent Dr. 
Danial Lukich had assured 
her that Haley was still his 
responsibility. “He said, ‘If she 
is educated in this building, I am 
her superintendent,’” said Lisa. 

But after nearly three months 
of no classes, the Smiths are 
frustrated. “They are responsible 
for her not being educated,” she 
said.

Tupponce told the board 
he was surprised to learn at 
the school board meeting that 
Haley’s homebound education 
had not started. “We had no 
knowledge of this or any 

updates or changes other than 
communications between the 
attorney hired by the regional 
program and...(the) parents’ 
attorney…,” he wrote.

The homebound program 
that still has not started is 
scheduled to end in December, 
said Lisa.

Tupponce ended his letter 
without offering the board any 
action that would ensure Haley’s 
education is restarted.

Bill for phone system to serve schools could 
cost Lancaster County more than anticipated

by Audrey Thomasson proposals for a better price.
“Once it’s in place there’s 

instant savings,” said school 
technology specialist Kevin 
Beane.

Supervisors are expected to 
vote on the measure at their next 
meeting, December 16.

Through mid-December, 
motorists can expect 
weekday delays at the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial 

A new state historical highway 
marker recognizing the War of 
1812 incident “The Capture of 
the Dolphin” will be erected in 
Lancaster County as part of the 
Virginia War of 1812 Heritage 
Trail.

The public is invited to the 
dedication at 9:30 a.m. December 
3 at Willaby’s Café. A meet-and-
greet period will be held in the 
restaurant prior to the program at 
10 a.m.

NEWS BREAKS

Steamboat Era Museum’s

Holiday House Tour 
               & MORE!

                December 7, 2013 
        Noon-5:00 pm

           

House Tour Tickets are available at the Steamboat Era Museum
Tuesday-Saturday 10:00 am-4:00 pm

156 King Carter Drive, Irvington, Virginia 438-6888 

Tour four amazing houses in Fleets Bay 
including a "Southern" Bed and Breakfast, 
a highly customized 10,000 sf transitional 
home with a garage housing vintage cars, 
and two upscale paired residences!

House Tour Tickets $25
($30 the day of the tour)

Begin your holiday shopping at the Museum’s 

Chippiepierre’s Magic Paintbrush Tail: A Steamboat Adventure
Rivah Friends, A Northern Neck Adventure with Cralle Cove and Hank 
Dewi and the Seeds of Doom and Vin and the Dorky Duet
Houses of Irvington-Architecture of an American Village
A percentage of each sale will be donated to the Steamboat Era Museum         

Enjoy refreshments at the Museum and stay for the Irvington Tree Lighting 
and the Christmas Golf Cart Float Parade 

& MORE

& MORE

system that could save the 
school district money on phone 
and internet service is on hold 
pending a review by the planning 
commission.

John Mann, director of 
operations for the Lancaster 
County Public School District, 
last week reported to supervisors 
that an anticipated $80,000 
reimbursement on the $163,000 
system was turned down for 
E-rate funding because the 
system is a priority two project 
and the program only funds 
priority one projects.

E-rate is a program funded 
through the telecommunications 
industries that provides discounts 
to U.S. schools and libraries 
to help them obtain affordable 
telecommunications and internet 
access. 

Mann said he didn’t want 
to move forward on the 
project without approval 
from supervisors because 

it was approved as a capital 
improvement project (CIP) with 
the expectation the county would 
be refunded $80,000.

“The cost was already 
approved. It did not change,” 
said District 3 supervisor Jason 
Bellows. “There was never any 
guarantee the county would be 
reimbursed.”

“But the cost to taxpayers has 
substantially increased,” replied 
board chairman Butch Jenkins. 
“The proposal that was presented 
to the planning commission has 
changed. I’d like it to go back to 
them.”

After supervisors agreed, 
Jenkins told county planning 
and land use director Don 
Gill to call the planners back 
into session in the first two 
weeks of December for a short 
meeting to consider whether to 
move ahead with purchasing 
the system. He also asked 
Mann to consider other vendor 

Bridge from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
for bridge deck patching. 
The Norris Bridge is on 
Route 3 between Lancaster 
and Middlesex counties, and 
crosses the Rappahannock 
River at White Stone.

Traffic will be reduced to 
a single-lane over a small 
section of the bridge, where 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) and 
contractor crews will patch 
the deck.



 this week reported 
charges against 11 individuals.

Levaughn L. Seldon, 25,  of 
Reedville was charged November 
16 with assaulting a police officer, 
destroying property, resisting 
arrest and being drunk in public.

A Lottsburg man, 74, was 
charged November 3 with 
threatening illegal/immoral act 
over the telephone. This was a 
Westmoreland County warrant.

A White Stone man, 47,  was 
charged November 13 on a sum-
mons for setting land on fire 
without using precautions to pre-
vent the spread of fire to another’s 
property. This was a Northum-
berland County summons served 
by Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Reedville man, 24, was 
charged November 14 with a 
capias/attachment of the body for 
failing to appear in the King and 
Queen County General District 
Court.

A Heathsville man, 19, was 
charged November 15 with 
threatening illegal/immoral act 
over the telephone. This was a 
Richmond County warrant.

A Callao man, 35, was 
charged November 18 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to report to Northern 
Neck Regional Jail to serve his 
weekends.

A Lottsburg man, 22, was 
charged November 20 with a 
capias/attachment of the body for 
failing to appear in the Richmond 

A3

You’re invited to a 
special presentation 
December 5 at 2 p.m. 
at the Adventure Travel office.
BOOK NOW & SAVE 
$250 Per Person

You’re invited to a 
special presentation
December 5 at 2 p.m.
at the Adventure Travel office.
BOOK NOW & SAVE 
$250 Per Person

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock   

CALL FOR DETAILS
RSVP to 804-436-9200

Reserve between Nov. 14 and Dec. 10 and receive

 an additional discount of $100 per person

Adventure Travel presents...

Rhine River 
Cruise

Sept. 16 - 24

Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

86 South Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia

ELI MANNING
Two-Time MVP
Two-Time Champion Quarterback

World Time A T
Atomic Clock Synchronization for Superior Accuracy.  
World Time in 26 Time Zones. $575 as shown; 
collection priced from $550.

UNSTOPPABLE
Fueled by light. Any light.
A watch that never needs a battery.

burkesjewelers.com 804-435-1302FINE JEWELERS

Burkes

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

S pecials

20% off Storewide
Friday, November 29th

(excludes Old St. Nick)

HEATHSVILLE—The only criminal 
case scheduled for Thursday, November 
21, in Northumberland County Circuit 
Court was continued until May 8.

On that date, John C. Barnes III will be 
tried for reckless handling of a firearm, a 
misdemeanor.

Circuit Court convenes on Tuesday, 
December 10. On that date:

a hearing on violation of probation on a 
felony offense.

trial for violation of probation on a felony 
offense and felony possession of a weapon.

review of the charge of following too 
closely, a traffic infraction. He has pled 
guilty.

sentencing for drug sale on or near school 
or library property and distribution of 
marijuana. He pled nolo contendere in 
June.

malicious wounding, a felony.

two counts of child abuse, a felony, and 
one count of assault and battery of a family 
member, a misdemeanor.

for entering a structure to commit a felony 
and felony destruction of property.

for entering a structure to commit a felony 
and felony destruction of property.

for entering a structure to commit a felony.

trial for driving without a license.

NORTHUMBERLAND CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Renss Greene

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

On July 21, the 
Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office responded 
to an armed robbery in 
the Wicomico Church 
area. An assault and a 
larceny of several firearms 
occurred.

There is a $5,000 
reward being offered for 
the arrests of the person/
persons involved in this 
incident. Call the Crime-
Tips line at 580-8477. 

-
 this week reported charges 

against  four individuals.

Kionte R. Walters, 23, of 
East Church Street; Davon W. 
Gaines, 20, of Thrasher Court; 
and Jerkese M. Ball, 26, of 
the 2400 block of Merry Point 
Road, on November 23 were 
each arrested on a charge of 
breaking and entering into the 
Whispering Pines Motel.

A Turner Lane woman, 59, 
was charged November 22 with 
contempt of court.

 Staff 
received a larceny report from 
the 10000 block of River Road 
(attempted debit/credit card 
fraud; the issuing bank reported 
attempted use with the wrong 
PIN number from the Vil-
lage Center in Mollusk); and 
responded to an E911 discon-
nect call in the 5500 block of 
Mary Ball Road (no emergency 
services needed).

  Staff 
responded to a larceny com-
plaint on Rappahannock Drive 
(no criminal incident),  with 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a traffic crash on 
North Main Street, to Ring Farm 
Road on the request of Middle-
sex authorities for the resident 
to make contact in reference to 
his/her motor vehicle, and with 
KPD to a domestic disturbance 
on Southport Lane; received a 
larceny report from a West Point 
Road resident (Northern Tool 
home generator; $500 loss); and 
the Lancaster Middle School 
School Resource Officer (LMS 
SRO) received a curse and abu-
sive language complaint (inci-
dent to be handled internally by 
the school system).

 Staff 
responded to a mental health 
emergency on The Lane, with 
KPD to a fight call on South-
port Lane, with KPD to a bur-
glary call on South Main Street,  
to a destruction of property 
call in Lively (vandalism to a 
parked 1990 Nissan pickup; 
tires slashed, windshield broken; 
$250 damage estimate), to an 
E911 disconnect call on Cart-
ers Cove Drive (no emergency 
services needed), with Virginia 
State Police, fire and rescue to 
Fitzhugh Street on a call about 
vehicle exhaust fumes in the 
home (parked vehicle, engine 
running, with garage door 
closed); and notified Northum-
berland authorities of a traffic 
crash in the 7600 block of Jesse 
duPont Memorial Highway.

 Staff 
responded to a disturbance call 
on Benson Road (complainant 
later filed for criminal warrant 
and protective order; the mag-
istrate denied issuing both),  to 
a traffic complaint involving a 
disabled vehicle that was inter-
fering with traffic (vehicle was 
towed after deputy could not 
make contact with the registered 
owner), and to a disturbance/
assault call on Joyful Way.

 Staff 
received a larceny report from 
a Foxfield Lane resident (wom-
an’s wallet, makeup pouch 
stolen from vehicle parked at 
the Mollusk Post Office; $60 
loss); responded to a suspi-
cious person/possible burglary 
incident in the 4500 block of 
Windmill Point Road, with VSP 
to a traffic crash at Mary Ball 
and Devils Bottom roads, to a 
vehicle theft complaint in the 
10600 block of Mary Ball Road 
(domestic matter; no criminal 
incident involved), and with 
KPD to a building alarm call 
on South Main Street (broken 
glass found at scene); happened 
upon a juvenile operating an 
ATV on the state highway (juve-

nile detained until a responsible 
adult arrived to take custody and 
remove the ATV); and notified 
the game warden of a trespass by 
hunting complaint on Millpond 
Road (complainant reported 
that hunters tore down posted/
no hunting signs and then pro-
ceeded onto the property).

 Staff 
responded to a suspicious 
person/trespass complaint on 
Fairweather Lane (subject was 
lawfully on the property), to 
an E911 disconnect call in the 
4700 block of Weems Road (no 
emergency services needed), 
to a suspicious person/trespass 
complaint on Irvington Farm, to 
a possible mental health emer-
gency (subject reportedly has 
been drinking all day) on Sand-
lin Drive, to a prowler com-
plaint on Fairway Drive, and to a 
domestic disturbance on Wilson 
Lane (adult siblings fighting 
over Lifesavers); received an 
attempted burglary report from 
Clubhouse Lane (attempted 
entry; minimal damages), and 
an attempted burglary report 
from the 900 block of Ocran 
Road; recovered a firearm from 
a citizen who found it along the 
roadway during a clean-up detail 
on Merry Point Road (.22 cal 
revolver; not reported stolen); 
and intercepted a motor vehicle 
and persons described as being 
involved in the forced entry into 
a room at the Whispering Pines 
Motel (arrests reported above; 
$300 damages estimated). 

 Staff 
assisted a Pinckardsville Road 
resident with relighting her 
furnace after a power outage; 
notified Virginia Department of 
Transportation of a large tree 
downed on Ivey Creek Road 
blocking the roadway, and the 
U.S. Coast Guard Milford Haven 
of a reported capsized sailboat 
near the Robert O. Norris Bridge 
Jr. Memorial Bridge; responded 
to Black Stump Road on a 
motorist’s report of a pedestrian 
interfering with traffic; received 
a larceny report from a Second 
Avenue resident (Remington 
12 gauge shotgun; $423 loss); 
at the request of a concerned 
citizen checked on the well-
being of several children report-
edly left alone in a residence in 
the 7800 block of River Road 
(responsible adult was with the 
children).

Staff 
responded to LMS with the 
Lancaster Department of Social 
Services involved with a Child 
Protective Services investiga-
tion; notified Richmond County 
authorities of a motorist’s report 
of a reckless driver traveling 
from the Alfonso area towards 
Richmond County (no Lan-
caster units in position to inter-
cept).

Staff also conducted 20 traf-
fic stops, issued three sum-
monses, assisted eight motor-
ists, reported seven deer strikes, 
handled two calls for traffic 
control, investigated 15 building 
alarms, processed one mental 
health order, logged one inmate 
transport and fielded four calls 
for animal control service.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 

Fire Department responded to 
traffic crashes on North Main 
Street, the 7600 block of Jesse 
duPont Memorial Highway and 
Mary Ball at Devils Bottom 
roads. KVFD also responded 
to a fire alarm in the 400 block 
of Harris Road, a carbon mon-
oxide poisoning on Fitzhugh 
Street, an electrical short/smoke 
report on Corrotoman Circle 
and with Upper Lancaster 
VFD to a structure fire on Twin 
Branch Road.

ULVFD also responded to a 
med-evac landing zone request 
in the 1000 block of Crawfords 
Corner Road.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a power line/brush fire in the 
5800 block of Irvington Road.

County General District Court.
A Burgess man, 59, was 

charged November 22 with being 
drunk in public.

A Heathsville man, 30, was 
charged November 22 with 
interfering with property rights 
of others and destroying property.

A Lottsburg man, 20, was 
charged November 23 with 
destroying property. This was an 
Essex County Warrant.

A Lottsburg man, 20, was 
charged November 23 with 
destroying property at the 
Woman’s Club Building and 
property belonging to Allison’s 
Ace Hardware.

What’s happening around town?
www.RRecord.com



  

Faye Andrashko.
In Lancaster, the collection 

hours will be 7:30 to 11 a.m. at 
the Kilmarnock Refuse Center, 
320 White Pine Drive.

In Northumberland, the 
collection hours will be 1:30 to 
5 p.m. at the  School Collection 
site, 201 Academic Lane, 
Heathsville.

Since 2005, Lancaster and 
Northumberland County 
residents have enjoyed annual 
hazardous waste collections 
sponsored by their respective 
counties, said Andrashko. 
These collections have grown to 
include fall and spring dates each 
year, and to include electronics 
waste starting in 2011. 

The consistent positive 
resident response has warranted 
a change in location for the 
Northumberland site, to ease 
logistical congestion, she said.

From 2005 through 2013, 
these two counties have collected 
and paid for removal of 154,234 
pounds (over 77 tons) of 
hazardous and electronics waste, 
said Andrashko.

This represents an impressive 
monetary commitment from 
both of the counties, as well 
as one from the residents of 
those counties, who take the 
time to collect and deliver 
these hazardous products, 
to keep them from harming 
people, soil, waterways, and 

livelihoods, she said.
Northern Neck Soil & Water 

Conservation District and 
Virginia Cooperative Extension 
staff assist the counties with the 
collections. 

Shop Burgess
The General Store

Holiday Open House
November 29th through December 7th

 Come Celebrate with us and Register to 

Win an Old World Santa.
Designed by Gail Griffin. Valued at $200.00

(No purchase necessary and you do not have to be present to win)

Special Sale Discounts

10% to 50% off
*Gift Certificates Available

804-453-3066
New Winter Hours:  Tues. - Sat.  10-4

684 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

Plum Summer
Wonderful Jewelry 

and Fashion Accessories

Just in Time for 

the Holidays!
15170 Northumberland Highway 

(the Red Store) in Burgess, Virginia

Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday

(804) 453-4553

Wildest Dreams Boutique
Women’s Fashion Clothing

20% Off Storewide
Holiday Party Outfits

FDJ Jeans, Foxcroft Blouses,

Multiples and Fridaze  

(No Wrinkle Linen)

Just Arrived . . . .

New Jeff Lieb 

Swarovski Crystal Jewelry

804-453-9453
702 Jessie duPont Hwy Burgess, VA 22432

Lilian Lumber Home Center
The Owners and employees look forward to seeing you

at the store during the holidays and we all wish you

Happy Holidays !!!

Shop our Home Center for great Holiday gift ideas!
Nautical Giftware, Quality (low maintenance)

Amish made outdoor furniture,
Tervis Tumblers, Kitchen Appliances -

 crock pots, toasters, pots & pans,
mixers, countertop microwaves and much more!

Toys for Kids - Children’s red wagons,
Tonka trucks and others, Great Selection of Power Tools
- Black & Decker, Dewalt, Paslode, Master Mechanics 

and others, For the outdoorsman - Camo jackets, 
sporting equipment, coolers, fishing supplies 

and many Holiday decorating items.
Gift Certificates Available

FREE Holiday Gift Wrapping w/ Purchase
804-453-4911

Open from 8 am til  5 pm - Mon. to Fri.
Saturday Hours 8 am til 3 pm

Ever wanted to glide low 
along the grasses at Dameron 
Marsh, or hover just above the 
treetops to watch a mother deer 
at play with her fawn, or sail 
through the sky at eye level 
with an eagle?

Richard Kenski makes all 
that possible and more, and his 
followers on CtheView.com 
don't even have to leave the 
ground. 

Kenski says he's been called 
a nut, crazy, out of his mind, 
and admits he's probably most 
of those things. In reality, 
he's a man with a passion for 
flying and for showcasing the 
landscape he says is "among the 
most beautiful he's ever seen."

Kenski lives in 
Northumberland County near 
Claraville. He's been visiting 
the Northern Neck since the 
1970s as a teen and moved here 
permanently in 2005. He said 
he was "desperate to get into 
the air" as soon as he moved 
here. 

So he bought a motor and 
fashioned his own ultralight of 
sorts. 

"I could be flying a plane 
but what I'm actually flying is 
a paragliding wing. It could 
be considered an ultralight but 
it's actually a microlight. An 
ultralight is a very generalized 
term,” he said.

The craft can fly for about 
three hours at an average of 
25 miles per hour, so Kenski's 
typical range is 20 miles round 
trip from his departure spot. 
Depending on the wind speed, 
his runway can be as short as 
10 or 15 yards. And it's literally 
a runway: Kenski has to steady 
the wing, all the equipment 
strapped to his back and run to 
take flight. If the wind is light 
and the air hot, he may have to 
"run as far as a football field to 
get off the ground." 

The landing is quick and 
simple, except on a rare 
occasion when his engine cut 

Take flight with Richard Kenski:
See the Northern Neck from above

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

off midflight and he had to 
make an emergency landing in 
someone's yard. 

"Landing isn't going to kill 
me, it's drowning," said Kenski, 
who said the 
real danger 
in his hobby 
is having an 
engine cut out 
over water and 
being dragged 
under before he can cut away 
the engine, ropes and wing.

"I don't have to have wind to 
take off," he said, “but if there's 
no wind, I look like that kid in 
the school yard trying to get his 
kite to stay up and struggling."

Kenski says the shame to 
living in a beautiful area like 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula is not being able to 

really see it. 
"All these years, you drive 

around here and you pass by a 
creek, but you don't really see 
it," he said. "You don't know 

there's water 
on a farm, 
way back in 
the field, or 
the marsh 
goes that far 
in or, hey I 

didn't know there were horses 
back there." 

Kenski decided he could be 
the eyes for all the folks who 
didn't get to see the expanse of 
Hughlett Point or the lush farm-
land hidden down side roads. 
And so, in late 2006 he started 
his website, CtheView.com, 
and by 2007 he had over 3,000 
aerial photographs on it. The 

task of cataloging and organiz-
ing that many pictures was over-
whelming and now CtheView is 
strictly a video site, offering vir-
tual tours of the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula. 

"You can't buy anything on 
the site. It's not about selling 
anything," said Kenski. "I'm 
not for hire. I'm a sport pilot. 
You cannot hire me. But the 
good news is I fly in the spring, 
summer, winter and fall and if 
it looks good I take a picture of 
it, so I probably have your house 
or property somewhere."

When he's in the air, Kenski 
can be equipped with all kinds 
of cameras, including a helmet 
camera, handheld camera, one 
strapped to his knee, one on a 
pole and even a chase cam he 
developed. The camera trails 
along behind him about 20 feet 
at a 45-degree angle so he can 
actually film himself flying. 

"I'm a photographer who 
learned how to fly," said Kenski, 
who has a pilot's license. "I'm 
not a pilot who bought a digital 
camera.

"What we have is an 
incredible place here and a 
great place for photography," he 
added. 

The CtheView website 
includes a video map of the area 
that allows visitors to click on a 
location and "fly over." Kenski 
wrote the computer program. 

"And now I'm trying to figure 
out how to make really cool 
videos of the different areas to 
show off what a fantastic place 
we have here."

Kenski says he even has 
a Bluetooth connected so if 
someone sees him flying over 
they can go to his website and 
give him a call. He'll answer. 

"You may want to say, hey 
we are enjoying a glass of wine 
while watching the sunset and 
you're making too much noise, 
or it can be grandparents saying, 
hey the grandkids are coming 
out. Can you give us an air 
show," said Kenski.

Odds are, he'll do it. 

At this time of Thanksgiving
we pause to count our blessings

and wish you all
“Happy Thanksgiving”.
Cathy Rowe  804-436-2696

crowe@pleasantlife.com

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA

KILMARNOCK—Two members of 
the Kilmarnock Town Council toured the 
town’s water and sewage treatment plants 
November 21.

The tour was open to all council 
members. Water and sewer committee 
chairman Rebecca Nunn and committee 
member Mae Umphlett were joined by 
Irvington Town Council member Gene 
Edmonds on a tour led by Kilmarnock 
town manager Tom Saunders. 

The tour began at the well station near 
Rappahannock General Hospital before 
moving on to the sewage pump station on 
Wiggins Avenue. The town recently spent 
upwards of $100,000 retrofitting and 

upgrading the pump station.
“Mainly this is just a matter of trying to 

give the folks who make decisions about 
how to spend town resources a chance to 
be more familiar with what they’re being 
asked to deal with,” Saunders said.

“This was not a superficial tour,” said 
deputy town manager Susan Cockrell. 
“This was, let’s talk about pumps, let’s 
talk about what happens when something 
fails, let’s talk about what are the day-to-
day things that happen.”

Nunn has toured the facilities before. For 
Umphlett, a new member to the water and 
sewer committee, this was the first visit.

“It would be a really good thing not 
only for all of our elected officials to see, 
but for our citizens to see,” said Nunn.

Waste water treatment plant chief 
operator Patricia Chenowith showed the 
tour group her constant testing of the 
wastewater.

“She probably saves us between fifty to 
a hundred thousand dollars a year because 
she has had our lab in Kilmarnock 
certified, so she doesn’t have to send off 
anything,” said Nunn.

“This is the most critical service that 
we offer the citizens and businesses of the 
community,” Cockrell said. “And it’s out 
of sight, out of mind, but it’s absolutely 
esstential that it works correctly.”

“If it doesn’t happen well, isn’t done 
well, then everybody suffers,” said 
Saunders. “The fact that we do it well and 
consistently is noteworthy.”

Council members tour water and sewer facilities
by Renss Greene

WARSAW—New dates and a 
Northumberland location change 
have been established for the 2014 
Lancaster and Northumberland  
County hazardous and electronics 
waste collections.

Residents can now mark their 
2014 calendars for spring and fall 
collections on Saturdays, May 17 
and September 20, respectively, 
said Northern Neck Soil & Water 
Conservation District education 
and public relations manager 

2014 hazardous waste collection dates established

County administrator Frank 
Pleva recently announced 
the county’s solid waste 
convenience centers will be 
closed on Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Other than the two 
holidays, the centers are open 
daily from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Corrections
The following statements 

serve to correct or clarify 
erroneous items in the 
November 21 Lancaster 
Circuit Court Report:

James Moody, convicted 
of giving false statements on 
a criminal history when pur-
chasing a firearm and sen-
tenced to 3 years incarceration 
with 2 years, 8 months sus-
pended, motioned to have his 
sentence reviewed to request 
electronic home incarceration 
due to knee surgery.

Prior to sentencing Scott 
Johnson had repaid the entire 
principal owed to victim of 
$53,717.73. At sentencing the 
court ordered Johnson to pay 
an additional $33,475.58 con-
sisting mostly of surrender 
fees that the victim realized in 
additional losses.

NEWS BREAK
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&

Take quality consignments

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Annual sale supports local scholarships

Photos by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrigh

IRVINGTON—The Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter of the Sons 
of the American Revolution met 
November 18 at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

The principal speaker was Dr. 
Phil Williams III, immediate 
past president of the Virginia 
State Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution, reported 
Bob Denton.  Dr. Williams, an 
active lecturer on a variety of 
topics including American His-

SAR chapter ‘crosses the Dan’
tory, spoke on the Crossing of 
the Dan River in February of 
1781, a critical step in the even-
tual defeat of British General 
Cornwallis and the surrender of 
the British army at Yorktown. 

The Army of the South, com-
manded by American Gen-
eral Nathaniel Greene, led 
the British Army on a chase 
across North Carolina which 
exhausted the supplies and 
energies of both armies. 

Greene succeeded in reaching 
the Dan River first, near South 
Boston in Halifax County, Va., 
and utilized a flotilla of ferry-
boats and small boats to trans-
port men, wagons, supplies and 
cannon across. Since Greene 
had deprived the British of any 
means of river transport, the 
British army, already depleted 
from the chase, turned south 
back into North Carolina. 

Greene’s army spent a month 
replenishing, with needed assis-
tance from the citizens of Hali-
fax County, then re-crossed the 
Dan and engaged Cornwallis at 
the Battle of Guilford Court-
house inflicting severe casual-
ties on the British.  The Ameri-
can Army would go on to recon-
quer much of the South, while 
the British would march on to 
ultimate defeat at Yorktown. 
The crossing of the Dan was a 
brilliant success in that it broke 
the back of the British army.  
The presentation was accom-
panied by a brief documentary 
film.

Dr. Williams conducted the 
induction of new members Ben 
Estes, Charles Belfield, and 
Brennen Belfield.

KILMARNOCK—The Woman’s Club of Northumberland 
County celebrated their 78th anniversary with a luncheon at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club.

This annual luncheon is a celebration of the members, past 
and present, who are strong, civic minded, creative, and generous 
women who have supported the local needs of Northumberland 
County for nearly eight decades, said publicity chairman Donna 
Cummings.

Guest speaker Dr. Sissy Crowther, president of Rappahannock 
Community College, spoke on the growth in enrollment, 
scholarship, financial aid, job opportunity and guaranteed 
admission to a four-year college or university of Virginia that an 
education at Rappahannock provides. 

Dr. Crowther acknowledged the support of the scholarship 
endowment the Woman’s Club has provided to the college. The 
funds provide a scholarship for a woman over 30 who has had to 
interrupt her education due to family or financial reasons.

Mary Watkins, a current endowment recipient, was present 
at the luncheon, said  Cummings.  She was appreciative of the 
scholarship and hopes to earn her degree in the field of social work. 

Jackie Britton spoke on the Christmas Project, an Angel Tree, 
and urged members to take an angel to sponsor a family in need.

The Northumberalnd County Woman’s Club welcomes all 
women of the county to visit and join in on the fun and service in 
which the club participates, said Cummings.

riversideonline.com

Hugh M. Bryan, III, MD
York River Orthopedic and  
Sports Medicine
Gloucester
(804) 693-4645

David J. Muron, MD
Riverside Gloucester Center for 
Orthopedic Surgery
Gloucester 
(804) 693-0529

Barbaro J. Perez, MD
Riverside Gloucester Center for 
Orthopedic Surgery
Gloucester 
(804) 693-0529 

Tyler C. Wind, MD
Northern Neck Bone &  
Joint Center
Tappahannock
(804) 443-8670

Four Surgeons. 
Three Locations. 

One Commitment.
To provide you with leading-edge  

orthopedic care close to home.
It’s good to know the personalized care you expect from a 

community hospital can also come with advanced orthopedic 
procedures, including joint replacement. Our comprehensive 
orthopedic program, along with our skilled and experienced 

orthopedic surgeons, is backed by a highly individualized 
approach to rehab and recovery as well as the Riverside Care 
Difference. Our Riverside Care Difference is the way in which 
we deliver care and services, as a team, by putting our patients 

at the heart of all we do. Call us for more information. 

R I V E R S I D E  O R T H O P E D I C S

Woman’s Club celebrates 78th
anniversary at annual luncheon

It’s hard to find a simpler and 
more personal way to decorate 

a home for the holidays than with 
evergreen trimmings from the 
yard or garden.

“You can use all types of 
evergreens to make your own 
swag,” said horticulturist Mark 
Viette, who hosts the “In the 
Garden” segment of Real 
Virginia, Virginia Farm Bureau’s 
weekly television program. 

He recommends cypress, 
juniper and fir cuttings.

First, check out the evergreens, 
and cut a long growth from one.

“You want a nice, long, flat 
spray for your swag,” said Viette. 
“Take time and look for the nice 
pieces.”

Then it’s time to start 
assembling the swag. Take the 
greens, and bind them together 
using heavy wire. “You may need 

Holiday trimmings are as close as the backyard
to use pliers to tighten the wire,” 
he said.

Once the greens are together, 
add pine cones, holiday 
ornaments, bows or ribbon, 
using the same wire to attach 
them. Viette recommends adding 
pine cones or other elements in 
groups of three.

“You can hang your swag on 

your front door or on windows,” 
he said. Applying commercial 
products sold to preserve 
evergreens will help them stay 
fresh-looking for as long as six 
weeks.

Visit Viette.com, or view 
Viette’s “In the Garden” 
segments from Real Virginia at 
VaFarmBureau.org. 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For over a half century here in the North-
ern Neck and in the Middle Peninsula the 

name most associated with having a passion for 
antique automobiles was that of Jerry Hill. He 
was the ultimate source for anyone with a ques-
tion about a vintage vehicle, as well as the man 
to see for those wanting to enter that rarified 
atmosphere of car collectors. 

A few years ago Marilynn Hess decided to 
surprise her husband, John, for his birthday, 
with an antique car similar to one he had driven 
as a youngster, perhaps a few years earlier. 
Jerry worked with her, and through his exten-
sive network found the very vehicle, a 1935 
Ford Coupe’, with its original green paint and 
upholstery, all in mint condition, and most par-
ticularly, with low mileage. 

Jerry found the car in North Carolina, and he 
knew its complete history, as he did with almost 
all of the vehicles he bought and sold. He 
delighted in every aspect of the study of history, 
be it automotive or otherwise. Jerry thrived on 
a project such as Marilynn’s, but it was only 

one of several hundred antique car transactions 
over the long course of his career. John for his 
part drove the car around Kilmarnock looking 
the part of a star in a period movie.

Although a native of Middlesex County, for 
most of his adult life Jerry lived on this side 
of the river, in Irvington, with his good wife, 
Joyce, who in her own career was to banking 
what Jerry was to the world of automobiles. 
Joyce’s knowledge of the banking business 

was as encyclopedic as Jerry’s was in the field 
of automobiles. Coincidentally, her retirement 
from the profession came in concert with the 
banking, housing, and market collapse of sev-
eral years ago, thereby showing, I like to tell 
her, how one person truly can make a differ-
ence!

After marrying Jerry, Joyce also became 
an antique car aficianado, and together they 
enjoyed travelling to shows in one of Jerry’s 
gems, often personally attired in clothes com-
patible with the vehicle they were driving. In 
the local town parades and festivals their car 
always made a lasting impression on the crowds 
of bystanders as they drove past happily waving 
to all. Put quite simply, “retro” was their thing. 
Jerry loved America, and participating in the 
patriotic parades was one way he expressed his 
devotion to country, and the values for which it 
traditionally has stood.

Throughout his life Jerry made his career his 
hobby, and his hobby his career. For him the two 
were indistinguishable. He spent untold week-

ends visiting antiques shops, going to estate 
sales, and stopping at yard sales, always looking 
for a piece that either he could use or could pass 
on to one of his acquaintances who was looking 
for it. He was generous to everyone, especially 
giving of his time and his knowledge whenever 
asked.

Early in October Jerry learned that he was 
seriously ill, and last week he died at the age 
of 77. He was an independent thinker, given to 
showing intense interest in every individual he 
met. He was both profoundly intelligent and 
extraordinarily humorous. In the latter area his 
wit was especially dry, and often directed at 
himself. 

One could not have a conversation with Jerry 
without finding out about some new facet of 
life, or hearing some interesting story, or merely 
getting a good laugh. He found his greatest 
pleasure in life in helping other people to enjoy 
living as much as he did.

Jerry Nelson Hill, December 27, 1935 – 
November 17, 2013. R.I.P.

He was the ultimate source 
for anyone with a question 
about a vintage vehicle, as 
well as the man to see for 
those wanting to enter that 
rarified atmosphere of car 
collectors.

Focal Point

A recent sunset on Lancaster Creek at Morattico illuminated the sky and creek 
in fall colors.

Photo by Frances Bush

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Some 224 years ago, President George 
Washington issued the first Thanksgiving 

proclamation in the United States of America. 
There were Thanksgiving observances 

in America before and after this; however, 
Washington’s proclamation represents the first 
designation by the new nation.

“By the President of the United States of 
America, a Proclamation.

“Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to 
acknowledge the providence of Almighty 
God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his 
benefits, and humbly to implore his protection 
and favor—and whereas both Houses of Con-
gress have by their joint Committee requested 
me to recommend to the People of the United 
States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer 
to be observed by acknowledging with grate-
ful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty 
God especially by affording them an opportu-
nity peaceably to establish a form of govern-
ment for their safety and happiness.

“Now therefore I do recommend and assign 
Thursday the 26th day of November next to 
be devoted by the People of these States to 
the service of that great and glorious Being, 
who is the beneficent Author of all the good 
that was, that is, or that will be—That we 
may then all unite in rendering unto him our 
sincere and humble thanks—for his kind care 
and protection of the People of this Country 
previous to their becoming a Nation—for the 
signal and manifold mercies, and the favor-
able interpositions of his Providence which 
we experienced in the course and conclu-
sion of the late war—for the great degree of 
tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have 
since enjoyed—for the peaceable and ratio-
nal manner, in which we have been enabled 
to establish constitutions of government for 
our safety and happiness, and particularly the 
national One now lately instituted—for the 
civil and religious liberty with which we are 
blessed; and the means we have of acquiring 
and diffusing useful knowledge; and in gen-
eral for all the great and various favors which 
he hath been pleased to confer upon us.

“And also that we may then unite in most 
humbly offering our prayers and supplications 
to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and 
beseech him to pardon our national and other 
transgressions—to enable us all, whether 
in public or private stations, to perform our 
several and relative duties properly and punc-
tually—to render our national government a 

blessing to all the people, by constantly being 
a Government of wise, just, and constitutional 
laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and 
obeyed-—to protect and guide all Sovereigns 
and Nations (especially such as have shewn 
kindness unto us) and to bless them with good 
government, peace, and concord—To promote 
the knowledge and practice of true religion 
and virtue, and the encrease of science among 
them and us—and generally to grant unto all 
Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity 
as he alone knows to be best.

“Given under my hand at the City of New 
York the third day of October in the year of 
our Lord 1789. (signed) Go: Washington.” 
Source: Library of Congress, Manuscript 
Division (lcweb2.loc.gov)

The significance of the proclamation 
extends well beyond the communal 1789 
observance of Thanksgiving in the new 
nation. After reading the proclamation by the 
first president of the U.S. there can be little 
doubt that the new nation was formed, and is 
expected to exist and prosper through God, 
prayer, and the people.

The separation of church and state was 
never meant to create a Godless nation—for 
this we can be thankful.

Update! Thanks to the ladies of the Chesa-
peake Bay Garden Club, who were the first 
to bring me a turkey sandwich at the office. 
They also brought pickles, blueberries and a 
dark chocolate and cherry-flavored granola 
bar.

I am still accepting sandwiches. Side-items 
are optional. I prefer oven-roasted white 
(breast) meat, sliced thick, between two slices 
of white bread with a dab of butter, salt and 
pepper.

Place the sandwich in a ziplock plastic bag 
and drop it through the mail slot in the front 
door at the Rappahannock Record office, 27 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Although the office will be closed on 
Thanksgiving Day, I will be checking the mail 
drop periodically; or you can call me at 580-
0685. For those who call in advance, a ziplock 
plastic bag will be available.

Correction: So captivated by the music of 
the Woodshed Conspiracy, I lost track of some 
of the facts. “Music nights” are observed at 
7 p.m. on third Fridays, except December, at 
White Stone United Methodist Church.

Also, Bill Richardson, a recent stand-in for 
Bucky Beauchamp, played an upright bass.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

We were shocked and sad-
dened to see the picture of the 
dead bobcat displayed by two 
proud hunters.

One hunter stated that in 
60 years he had never seen a 
bobcat in the wild. In our com-
bination of 140+ years on this 
earth, we have never seen this 
rare and elusive animal either.

However, if we were fortu-
nate enough  to see one, we 
would never greet him with the 
wrong end of a gun.

Tanya and Glen Bohlke,
White Stone

Shocked by
bobcat shooting

For years, Lancaster and 
Northumberland high schools 
have held graduation ceremo-
nies on the same day and time.

Last year, the ceremonies 
were held an hour apart. Even 
that does not realistically allow 
time to attend both ceremonies.

Why not have one on Friday 
night and the other on Saturday 
morning? If both ceremonies 
need to be on the same day, one 
could start at 9 a.m. and the 
other at 1 p.m. on Saturday.

This leaves enough time for 
families in both counties to 
attend each graduation. Par-
ents who want to have gradua-
tion parties can still have them 
the same day without conflict. 
Some parents have children in 
both counties, which creates a 
huge conflict for all families 
involved.

People have said the reason 
the ceremonies are held the 
same day is because of the large 
crowds of people. So what. 
This is the first big moment in 
a child’s life. If a graduate has 
20 relatives who want to attend 
their big day then they should 
be able to without conflict.

My mother will have grand-
children graduating from both 
schools in 2015. If the sched-
ule remains the same, she will 
not be able to attend either.

My mother cannot watch one 
grandchild walk into the cere-
mony and other walk out. No 
parent or grandparent should 
have to make such a difficult 
decision. Who can choose one 
child over the other? This will 
tear families part, all for an 
occasion that is so joyous and 
should be celebrated.

It should not be too difficult 
for school administrations and 
school boards to coordinate 
graduation schedules to avoid 
conflicts.

Once times are set that don’t 
conflict, they should stay that 
way. They should be carved 
in stone and not changed from 
year to year.

This is not an unfair or 
unreasonable request.

Graduation is such a joyous 
and blessed occasion, let 
everyone enjoy this event with-
out tearing families apart.

Samantha Boyd,
Lancaster

High school
graduations
should be at 
different times

I totally agree with “Keep 
writing those letters” (Novem-
ber 21) that the writer of 
“Move on” (November 14) 

Rant on!

should refrain from suggesting 
that the writer of “2013 review 
of Communist goals” (Novem-
ber 7) should “discontinue 
(her) rants in the paper.”

As a born-again liberal, I 
thoroughly enjoy those fre-
quent rants, especially the most 
recent which concluded with 
the Communist plot to elect a 
president “who lies ruthlessly, 
relentlessly, pathologically and 
criminally until the greatest 
nation on earth is financially 
devastated, utterly dependent 
and completely destroyed.”

She didn’t name names, 
but clearly she was refer-
ring to George W. Bush and 
Dick Cheney.

Jack Chamberlain,
Lancaster

Hearing so much these days 
about the tragic assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy brings 
back the memories of those sad 
days 50 years ago. At that time I 
was serving as a second lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Army. Announce-
ment of the event brought shock 
and disbelief.

President Kennedy is remem-
bered for his confrontation with 
the Cubans and with their Rus-
sian allies. He is also remem-
bered for his push for social 
equality for millions of disad-
vantaged Americans. But how 
many recall his establishment of 
the Peace Corps?

His mission in creating that 
body was to carry to the people 
in third-world countries the 
word that they have friends in 
the place they know as America. 
I am glad to say I became a part 
of his plan.

Back in the 1960s, I resigned 
my Army commission and vol-
unteered to serve two years in 
far off and impoverished India. 
Those years ultimately proved to 
be among the most satisfying of 
my life.

The spirit engendered by the 
Peace Corps later led me to vol-
unteer for many other nonpay-
ing assignments in this country. 
Truly, that spirit of volunteerism 
led to much positive growth for 
me and for countless others.

Today I encourage anyone 
to consider such service. And 
while the Peace Corps and its 
followers Vista and Americorps 
stand in memory of that young 
president who gave so much to 
us all, many other opportunities 
to serve exist right in our own 
community.

Why not give them a try and, 
while doing that, keep in mind 
the young Jack Kennedy who 
provided so much of the impetus 
that motivated you.

Russ Kowalski,
Wicomico Church

Volunteer
in memory
of Kennedy

I admit to the confirmation bias 
of which a letter writer accuses 
me in a November 14 response 
to my November 7 letter suggest-
ing the wise bet would be to go 
with the odds and accept anthro-
pogenic global warming (AGW). 

I find the peer-reviewed con-
clusions of scientists are far more 
trustworthy than any media com-
mentator, politician, or public 
relations spokesman employed 

Check out
the websites

by special interests.
Organizations that have pub-

licly stated their acceptance of 
AGW include the American 
Association for the Advancement 
of Science, American Chemical 
Society, American Geophysical 
Society, The Geological Society 
of America, U.S. Academy of 
Sciences, and Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. The 
several thousand members of 
these organizations are among 
the 97% of scientists who believe 
AGW to be “very likely” true.

Rather than rebut the points the 
writer presented, I recommend 
the following web sites:

htm, for the history of climate-
change science.

survey the writer critiques. Click 
on “The Consensus Project” to 
verify or deny its validity for 
yourself.

-
entist’s explanation of “How We 
Know Global Warming is Real.”

Our presence on Earth forces 
us to gamble on whether AGW 
is true or not, and the action 
we take is the wager we make. 
Reducing carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gas emissions 
means betting the majority of 
climate scientists are right; taking 
no action means betting they are 
wrong. The way the majority of 
people bet will determine how 
much suffering global warming 
will deliver to your children and 
grandchildren, and how much 
they will have to spend to cope 
with it.

Take action. Reduce your own 
carbon footprint and urge your 
representatives in Congress to 
pass a tax on carbon ASAP.

Bob Lindsey,
Callao

It disturbs me to my core 
that Christmas has become so 
commercialized that Thanks-
giving basically no longer 
exists. Stores are now open for 
business on Thanksgiving Day.

What is so important 
that it can’t wait one day! 
“Black Friday:” I mean come 
on... is everyone out there a 
moron? You know all the stores 
do is jack the prices up so when 
you shop on Black Friday you 
think you really are getting a 
good deal when in fact you’re 
getting the deal you should 
have gotten had the store not 
jacked the price up. 

What bothers me more 
than anything is that they are 
destroying a holiday I used to 
love as a kid—all for the sake 
of shopping. I’ll never forget 
the family get-togethers. Mom 
freaking out because everyone 
was coming over and all the 
dusting hadn’t been done yet. 

What has happened to that 
sense of family? Do we now 
have to wait for Christmas to 
have that stuff-yourself-can’t-
eat-another-bite meal? Do we 
now have to wait for Christmas 
to have that family gathering?

Has everyone completely 
forgotten about Thanksgiv-
ing? Has it really just become 
just another shopping day? 
Or worse... the kickoff for 
“Black Friday?”

Krista Smith,
Ashburn

Kickoff to
Black Friday?
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Fall Cleaning Special!

 SAVE 20%
on carpet & furniture cleaning

SAVE 20% 
on area rugs when you bring them in

KingsCleaningServices.com
800-828-4398

We would like to thank our customers
and wish them a very Happy Thanksgiving! 

4375 George Washington Memorial Hwy.

Stay Home Save Alot Sale
Black Friday and Small Business Saturday

Black Friday Pandora Bead Available 
                                                 ...while they last

Northern Neck Beads
Buy 1 at regular price and get second one 50% off

Kameleon
Buy 3 pieces and get a FREE POP

Select Watches, Rings, Pendants, Bracelets and 
Earrings 75% off

86 South Main Street 
Kilmarnock, Virginia
804-435-1302 
burkesjewelers.com

Can anyone not see that as a 
nation, the U.S. is destabilized 
beyond anything that has hap-
pened in our lifetime?

Harming 
the country

Whoa! Is there anybody else 
out there who is distressed by the 
legal wholesale killing of coy-
otes and bobcats in the area. Just 
because we don’t like what they 
were created by nature to do? 

One of the best parts of having 
the luck to live in the country is 
because we get to live amongst 
the “wild things.” You know, 
clunky clown-like possums, 
clever bandito raccoons, gor-
geous fluffy foxes, regal deer, 
gobble-gobble flocks of turkeys, 
to name a few.

In the Carolinas they have 
alligators come up into the back 
yards of golf course homes and 
snatch small dogs and the like, 
due to the lack of due diligence of 
pet owners. But they don’t shoot 
the alligators. They lure them 
into traps with marshmallows, 
then relocate them to un-peopled 
areas. 

We have a friend whose free 
roaming chickens are targeted by 
hawks. He’s not allowed to shoot 
hawks. Why should hawks be any 
more protected than coyotes and 
bobcats? 

Why should we revel in the 
“lucky” killing of a bobcat who 
was just going around minding 
his own business, just trying to 
survive—just like we humans 
are trying to do in these, for most 
folks, ghastly economic times. 

The only difference is, the 
critters were here first. How ego-
maniacal we humans are, to so 
willingly and joyfully just dis-

inconvenience us. There are alter-
natives.

“If you can’t eat it, you 
shouldn’t shoot it.”

Cas Olverson,
Lottsburg

Don’t shoot
the wild things

YOUR LETTERS

The Lancaster County Democratic Committee (LCDC) will 
hold a caucus at 7 p.m. December 12  at LCDC Headquarters, 94 
Irvington Road, Kilmarnock, to elect members of the committee. 

There is no charge for those wishing to attend and vote at the 
caucus, according to chairman Jan Smith of White Stone.

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for check-in.  To participate, any 
person attending the caucus must sign a standardized Caucus 
Participation Form stating that he or she is a Democrat, does not 
intend to support any candidate who is opposed to a Democratic 
nominee in the ensuing general election, believes in the prin-
ciples of the Democratic Party, and is a registered voter in Lan-
caster County.

At 7 p.m., the doors to the caucus will close and no person may 
complete a form and participate in the caucus after that time with 
the exception of those persons in line at 7 p.m.

A meeting to elect officers will be held immediately following 
adjournment of the reorganization caucus, said Smith.

In desperately trying to 
force Americans as a whole 
to accept health insurance 
policies which are overpriced, 
completely unacceptable, and 
to a large extent, unobtain-
able, our government has been 
exposed for the farce that it 
really is. 

Now, the president is 
demanding that private com-
panies violate the very law 
that he worked to establish, to 
provide health care for people 
who have been dropped by 
their health care providers, 
because, according to the new 
law, the health care they had 
did not meet minimal require-
ments.

If, in the private sector, the 
job that was done to create the 
pathetic “healthcare” website 
was done the same way, heads 
would be rolling. If such a 
cobbled together mess were 
presented on the market by a 
private insurance company, the 
federal regulators would have 
them up on charges. Also, hun-
dreds of millions of our dollars 
were paid to a Canadian firm 
to do this incompetent work, 
while fully capable companies 
in the U.S. were overlooked 
and no bids were ever sought.

Where is any evidence that 
at any time in the history of 
the U.S., the government has 
implemented any policy which 
has been successful in bring-
ing down costs, reducing pay-
outs, lowering the tax burdens, 
and making life better in our 
country?  

Small businesses in particu-
lar are hurting because people 
are nervous and unsettled due 
to all the “change” which is 
happening. Those in govern-
ment think that we should be 
grateful that they care so much 
about our well-being.

Platitudes and grandiose 
speeches will never undo the 
harm that has been done to our 
country.

Jim Merrill Jr.,
White Stone

Lancaster Democrats
to caucus on Dec. 12

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude
to a person or organization that has been helpful this year. Here are their letters: 

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, we invited readers to express gratitude

A time to say Thanks

Thanksgiving is a special 
time to share our gratitude 
with our families and friends. 
It is a time to give thanks to 
individuals for their support, 
encouragement, patience and 
love. It is a time to give thanks 
for those who have enriched 
our lives and touched so many 
others with their spirit.

When I pause and reflect on 
these special people, as many 
of you are, one special lady 
comes to mind. 

Kay Shirley, I wish to thank 
you for your 31 years of 
dedicated service to the Nor-
thumberland Lancaster Farm 
Bureau family and Virginia 
Farm Bureau. 

Kay, a true friend, always 
shares a smile, never met a 
stranger, however used the 
term frequently for those she 
had not seen in a while. 

Always helpful, she wore 
many hats for our Farm Bureau 
family and completed her work 
with pride. 

Thank you, Kay, for all of 
your help and insight with our 
many projects. A pleasure to 
work with you. Job well done.

Kay was always in touch 
with our families as they grew, 
attending ball games, ceremo-
nies and sending cards and let-
ters. Much appreciated mom 
Shirley.

Kay retired November 1 
from our Northumberland 
office. Miss you.

Thank you, Kay, for the 
blessing of friendship, shar-
ing with us your Farm Bureau 
spirit and teaching us the value 
of a smile with those we serve. 

Wishing you both the best 
of health, happiness in your 
retirement.

Happy Thanksgiving, Kay 
and W.H. Shirley.

Billy Barrack & Family,
Alfonso

With Thanksgiving around 
the corner, it gives us time to 
reflect on all the things that 
make us thankful. I normally 
give thanks that hurricane 
season is over, residents are 
safe and we can start preparing 
for the next. 

I am thankful for the volun-
teers who are working to help 
provide comfort, shelter and 
food to all those in need at this 
time.

I am thankful for our gen-
erous donors who empower 
us to carry out the services to 
meet the needs locally, across 
the country and around the 
world and to our dedicated 
volunteers, who will be on-call 
should a house fire occur. 

I am thankful many residents 
signed a card for our troops 
and donated items they have 
requested. 

We are thankful for the fund-
ing which has allowed us to 
provide swimming lessons to 
all second-graders in the Lan-
caster Middle School and the 
Boys & Girls Club. 

Many thanks to the Rappa-
hannock Record and Bay FM 
101.7 for their everyday sup-
port in helping to get the word 
out of the vital services of the 
Red Cross.

Julie Dudley, executive direc-
tor, River Counties Chapter/

American Red Cross

On behalf of our family, 
my sister and I would like to 
thank everyone for their emo-
tional support leading up to 
our mother’s passing and for 
the outpouring of love fol-
lowing her death. 

Mom resided in the North-
ern Neck for only 15 months, 
but during that time, she came 
to know and admire the gen-
erous spirit of this wonderful 
community in which we live.

To: The wonderful staff at 
Visiting Angels. The EMTs 
and rescue squad. The nurses 
aides at The Lancashire and 
Commonwealth Assisted 
Living. The nurses from 
Hospice. The Parkinson’s 
Wellness Program at RW-C. 
The physical therapists at 
RGH Rehab. Her friends and 
neighbors. Thank you for 
looking out for her and taking 
care of her.

To: The funeral reception 
committee, clergy, altar guild 
and choir at Grace Church. 
The River Market. Rappahan-
nock Florists. Currie Funeral 
Home. The Hope and Glory 
Inn. Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club. Our friends 
and neighbors. Thank you for 
taking care of us during our 
time of mourning.

This will be a tough 
Thanksgiving. For one thing, 
Mommy always made the 
gravy (and what a fine gravy 
it was!). For another, we will 
all of course miss her physi-
cal presence at our dinner 
table. But she and Daddy will 
have their own table this year, 
and that gives us much com-
fort. 

We are grateful for all the 
blessings of this life; bless-
ings that have been further 
enhanced by the folks who 
help us call this place home. 
It truly is God’s country. We 
wish you and yours a Happy 
and Healthy Thanksgiving!

Leigh McSweeney’s girls, 
Kinnet Ehring and Deidre 

McSweeney-Tyson, Irvington

Since there is no traffic con-
trol at Lancaster High School 
or at Lancaster Primary School 
when the buses depart at the 
end of the day, I wish to extend 
a big thank you to the vehicle 
drivers who stop on the high-
way to allow the buses to exit 
the schools.

This small act of civility on 
your part is greatly appreciated 
by those of us who drive school 
buses.

Jack Hammell, Lancaster,
Substitute bus driver

At this time of Thanksgiv-
ing, we often pause to reflect 
about what we are grateful 
for. The Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic gives its deep-
est thanks for: 

about its neighbors and 
upholds health as a priority.

-
ciative patients.

-
sionate professional and 
administrative volunteers 
who log in over 20,000 hours 
each year to make it all pos-
sible.

labs, referrals, mental health 
counseling, and outreach 
services for our patients.

and local high school stu-
dents who help the clinic 
while expanding their educa-
tion.

-
tions of individuals, founda-
tions, churches, civic organi-
zations and businesses.

recognize the importance of 
the health care safety net

-
working clinic staff. 

To all of our supporters, 
we cannot thank you enough 
for helping us move into a 
new era of health care. Thank 
you for the last 20 years. We 
look forward to 20 more.

Jean Nelson, Kilmarnock, 
executive director

I personally thank all of 
the volunteers, supporters, 
donors and voters that made 
this past campaign a success 
and I am honored to have 
been re-elected to represent 
and serve everyone in the 
99th District.

This election cycle has 
shown that Virginians, espe-
cially here in the 99th Dis-
trict, are concerned about 
government spending and 
mandates. As I prepare for 
the upcoming legislative ses-

sion I will keep those issues 
in mind in the legislation I 
propose and votes I take.

I also thank you for all of 
the encouragement and con-
fidence that you all had in 
me over the past two years. 
As I have always said, this 
is your seat and I intend to 
work with the new adminis-
tration and my Democratic 
and Republican colleagues to 
make responsible decisions 
for the citizens of Virginia. 
Let me know how I can help. 
I am your voice in Richmond 
and stand ready to serve you 
with any concerns that you 
may have.

I wish everyone in the Dis-
trict and their families a safe 
and blessed Thanksgiving 
Holiday.

Margaret Ransone, Kinsale, 
99th District, Virginia House 

of Delegates

The Historyland Commu-
nity Workshop Annual Ben-
efit sale is history and it is 
time to thank many in the 
community.

First, of course, are our 
customers—many repeat and 
some new–you are the key to 
our success or failure.

Then there are those who 
help me “get the word out.” 
Robert Mason Jr., Sara 
Amiss, Wayne Smith and 
Lisa Valdrighi are my print 
support team.

Tawny Hayes of Bay 101.5 
FM and Ron Jeffries of 104.9 
WINDY have graciously 
allowed me to tell their audi-
ences about our sale each 
year. Many local merchants 
help us “get the word out” by 
displaying our familiar post-
ers in their street-side win-
dows, year after year.

Stuart Dunaway at Tri-
Star Supermarket and Wil-
liam Pittman at Farm and 
Home Supply have for many 
years contributed to our food 
basket raffle.

Not to be overlooked are 
the members of the History-
land Community Workshop, 
many of whom have been 
active for years. It is their 
long-term dedication to the 
mission of the workshop—
to raise funds by means of 
an annual sale to benefit 
high school scholarships and 
other local educational pro-
grams—that makes each sale 
a success.

Thank you all for your sup-
port.

Luci York, HCW publicity 
chair, Kilmarnock
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18679 Eltham Road, West Point

New 2013 Fusion ONLY 5 LEFT         IN STOCK!

Up to 

$3,000 PLUS

For Lease
Commercial Building

approximately 1500 square feet
Near The Shoe Store in Kilmarnock

Call Sam
(804) 436-2071

JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130  800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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Do you remember?
The photo above shows the Lancaster County High School Class of 1913. Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn is at a loss for information regarding the photo. 
He’s asking for help identifying the students and faculty in the photo and seeking 
more information about the school. To help the museum, call Ashburn, 296-0930. “Do 
You Remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

(Reprints from the November 
27, 1903, Virginia Citizen)

Caught On The Fly
Meeting of the second dis-

trict of Rappahannock Baptist 
Association will be held in 
Urbanna today.

Turkeys are selling at retail 
in Baltimore at 20 to 25 cents, 
and in New York 30 to 40 cents. 
This time last year they were 9 
to 10 cents.

A 14-year-old son of Jas. 
Balderson was accidentally 
and perhaps fatally wounded 
Monday near Heathsville. He 
was riding in a wagon, when 
his gun discharged, the load 
going into his hip. The bone 
was so badly splintered that it 
will be necessary to amputate 
his leg.

Irvington
Mrs. L. M. Irving is on the 

sick list.   
B. F. Purcell has been doing 

some flue work at the Acad-
emy.

Willie Hundley is out from 

YESTERYEAR
a two weeks’ spell of sickness.

Robert George is before the 
legislature this week on oyster 
matters.

Fresh pork and beef will 
be found at Messick, Long & 
Co.’s every Saturday.

Lot of pigs for sale, $2 and 
$2.50 a piece. Inquire at the 
Citizen’s office.

Capt. And Mrs. A. J. Ham-
ilton left Tuesday to visit rela-
tives in Philadelphia.

W. McDonald Lee left this 
week to attend Grand Lodge of 
Masons, to be in session next 
week in Rickmond.

Ocran
Bellows & Squires killed 

the prize hog of the Neck this 
week. He weighed 545 pounds. 
11 others were also killed 
by them, the largest of these 
reaching 450 pounds.

Captain Bellows is rushing 
the work on his house to get it 
shut in from the weather.

Regina
J. S. Thomas visited friends 

in Fairfields Sunday last.
Allen Pitman, who has been 

quite sick, is out again.
Misses Maggie and Bertie 

Webb were pleasant callers 
here on Saturday last.

Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Talley 
were presented with a bounc-
ing baby boy on Thursday last.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum & 
Library)

I had a conversation recently 
with a mother facing an all too 
common challenge: how to pro-
vide adequate health care for her 
two young, vibrant sons as her 
employer cancelled her health 
care plan. 

I have heard many similar sto-
ries and struggles of Virginians 
who have been informed that 
their health care plans are being 
cancelled, and simply cannot 
afford an alternative.

“If you like your health care 
plan, you can keep it.” We heard 
this phrase repeatedly, but four 
years after Obamacare legisla-
tion originated in Washington, 
too many folks in the First Dis-
trict are losing their health insur-
ance. 

I opposed Obamacare from 
the start—not because I oppose 
health reform, rather, the oppo-
site—because Obamacare did 
not bring needed reforms: afford-
ability, accessibility, portability. 

The best ideas to fix Washing-
ton come not from inside, but 
from folks such as my friends 
and neighbors in Montross and 
around the district. As I visit 
folks, I hear about the challenges 
facing individuals, their fami-
lies or their small businesses. I 
believe our nation  must address 
these challenges, especially 
issues that affect folks on a daily 
basis—jobs, the economy and 
health care.

 That’s why I supported legis-
lation offered on the House floor 
recently, the Keep Your Health 
Plan Act, permitting Americans 
to keep their health care plans 
into 2014 despite the problems 
with Obamacare. 

I am committed to working 
toward real health care reform 
solutions that:

-
viduals with pre-existing condi-
tions.

26 to stay on their parents’ insur-
ance plans.

across state lines.

reform.

relationship.
-

tions in individual health care 
decisions.

delivering health care.
I have given my support to 

health care reform legislation 
that will achieve such goals, 
including H.R. 3121, the Ameri-
can Health Care Reform Act 
of 2013 and H.R. 2300, the 
Empowering Patients First Act 
of 2013. These pieces of legisla-
tion include key reforms and also 
fully repeal Obamacare.

I will continue to support 
efforts to give flexibility to indi-
viduals and families searching 
for solutions for their health care 
coverage.
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