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Three generations of the Norris family gathered with friends Saturday for 
Kilmarnock Museum’s unveiling of a state historical marker recognizing the 

Northern Neck’s first black physician, Dr. Morgan E. Norris.
Some 85 people turned out to honor the late Dr. Norris for 47 years of serving 

the area’s medical needs from his office on the south end of Kilmarnock and for 
opening specialty surgical clinics for advanced surgical care. He was the first 
black coroner in the state and was noted for strong leadership in building the 
area’s first school for black children in 1928 and spearheading the 1939 boycott 
for free school bus transportation for black students.

“He was a fearless leader who accepted challenges head on...and had the ability 
to see the opportunity in them,” said his grandson, Dr. Morgan E. Norris III.

Brenda Campbell read the words of Mary Jones Day acknowledging Norris 
as a deacon at Calvary, organizer of the fairgrounds north of town and a man 
respected by all who worked to make this community a better place for all.

“We all stand on the shoulders of people like Dr. Norris,” wrote representative 
Bobby Scott in a congratulatory letter. 

Hampton University president William R. Harvey issued a proclamation to 
the Hampton graduate who also served on the university’s board of trustees. He 
called Dr. Norris an “exceptional humanitarian” for fighting against injustice and 
for the education of black children.

Other speakers included Mayor Raymond Booth, Carroll Lee Ashburn of 
Kilmarnock Museum and Pam Schenian from the preservation office of Virginia 
Department of Historical Resources. Kilmarnock Museum sponsored and raised 
funding for the marker from community members and churches.

From left, young Morgan E. Norris IV helped his father, Dr. Morgan E. Norris III, great-uncle Dr. 
James E.C. Norris, and uncle Dr. Morgan Jackson unveil this historical marker honoring the life and 
accomplishments of his great-grandfather, Dr. Morgan E. Norris. The marker is  at 16078 Mary Ball Road 
south of Kilmarnock. Photo by Audrey Thomasson.

Dr. Norris historical 
marker is dedicated

HEATHSVILLE—The board of 
supervisors public hearing for a proposal 
to allow tourist homes by right in certain 
areas of Northumberland packed the 
seats of the county courthouse November 
14. When the dust settled following the 
hearing, the issue was still undecided.

The board voted 4-1 to table the 
proposal until its February meeting. 
Supervisor Tommy Tomlin voted against 
the motion.

Meanwhile, the planning commission 
had recommended approval.

At some points during the hearing, 
a handful of attendees were forced to 
stand in the back, as seating had filled 
up completely. Some 31 people stood up 
to speak to the board, adding to a stack 

KILMARNOCK—Town manager Tom Saunders and 
donor Anita Cook unveiled a sculpture for the council 
chambers at the Kilmarnock Town Council meeting Monday, 
November 18.

Saunders gave a brief speech before unveiling the 
sculpture, which was created by John Latell and donated by 
Cook in memory of her father, H. R. “Peck” Humphries Jr., 
mayor of Kilmarnock from 1966 to 1970.

“Thanks to John’s extraordinary talent and Mrs. Cook’s 
exemplary generosity, this room and this building are 
immeasurably enhanced,” said Saunders.

He also acknowledged the work of Pam Diehl in creating 
a “dramatic visual statement” for the room.

“Those of you who know her will not be surprised to learn 
that it wasn’t long before she let me know that she had not 
only found an artist to fulfill this vision but a benefactor to 
make it possible,” said Saunders.

Other business
Upon the suggestion of the streets, sidewalks and 

playgrounds committee, the council moved to begin 
engineering and planning to connect the existing walks on 
South Main Street to the sidewalks recently installed further 
along on Mary Ball Road.

Councilman Howard Straughan reported the administration 
and finance committee has a request for proposals under way 

to find a realtor to sell the old town hall.
Upon recommendation of the same committee, council 

decided to opt out of the Virginia Retirement System. 
Saunders has previously said the town will continue to use 
its Virginia Municipal League insurance plan, which he says 
costs Kilmarnock about 20% less than the VRS plan.

Mayor Raymond Booth and council member Rebecca 
Nunn commended the Kilmarnock Museum for the Dr. 
Morgan E. Norris State Historical Marker dedication on 
Saturday.

“I thought it was an exceptional event in all respects,” said 
Booth. “I was glad to be a part of it.”

“It was really well done,” said Nunn. “Three generations 
of Norrises were there, and Morgan E. Norris IV helped 
unveil the historical marker, and it was very nicely done. The 
Kilmarnock Museum deserves a whole lot of credit.”

Sparks flew briefly in the meeting after Nunn commented 
on the past year’s tax burden for Kilmarnock residents.

“The mayor always refers to the majority of this council as 
the tax-and-spend group, however the majority decided not 
to raise your taxes to keep the mill rate the same, and this is 
a 16.5% reduction to all town citizens in their town taxes this 
year,” said Nunn.

“The reason that everybody is paying less taxes on their 
tax bill this year is because the property that they own is 
genuinely worth less in a bad economy,” responded Booth, 
calling Nunn’s remarks “disingenuous and dishonest.”

From left, Anita Cook and town manager Tom Saunders unveil a sculpture by artist and blacksmith John 
Latell. It will soon be joined by a brass plaque dedicated to the memory of Cook’s father, H. R. “Peck” 
Humphries Jr., mayor of Kilmarnock from 1966 to 1970, said Saunders.

Town unveils sculpture for council chambers

by Audrey Thomasson

by Renss Greene

Thanksgiving is a time to count one’s 
blessings, and a good time to give 

thanks for friends, neighbors or special 
groups who have made a difference in 
one’s life.

In this spirit, the Rappahannock 
Record will print, at no charge, “thank-

you” letters from Lancaster and 
Northumberland residents and visitors 
in its Thanksgiving issue November 27.

The letters should be brief (150 words 
or less) and to the point, and include 
the letter writer’s name, community 
of residence and phone number. The 

phone number will not be published. 
If the Record receives more letters 

than it can publish, a sampling of the 
letters will be printed and others will be 
available online at RRecord.com.

Email letters to editor@RRecord.
com, fax them to 435-2632, or drop 

them off at the Record office at 27 North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock.

The deadline for submitting letters is 
10 a.m. Monday, November 25.

Because Thanksgiving falls on a 
Thursday, the Record will appear 
on Wednesday, November 27, and 

deadlines will be on Monday, November 
25. The deadline for display ads is 10 
a.m. and the deadline for classified ads 
and news is noon.

The Record office will be closed 
Thursday and Friday, November 28 and 
29, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Record to publish ‘thanks giving’ letters November 27; office to close November 28-29 for Thanksgiving holiday

Catherine Bennett of Kilmarnock displays a painting of the historic 
structure she maintains as a tourist home

Supervisors delay action
on tourist home zoning

by Renss Greene of letters, emails, and petitions members 
had received.

County administrator Kenny Eades 
prefaced the hearing with a reminder 
of the rules, limiting speakers to one 
opportunity of four minutes, or six 
minutes for attorneys representing a 
group. He also reminded speakers that 
all comments must be addressed to the 
board.

Speakers sparred over property 
values, property rights, whether one 
law can cover all situations, whether a 
tourist home is a business, the effect on a 
neighborhood of short-term visitors, and 
the economic impact of tourist homes.

Speakers debated whether a tourist 
home is a business, an issue raised 
by the 2007 Virginia Supreme Court 

SUPERVISORS, continued on page A2
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96 Seafood Lane in Irvington 
(804) 438-5563 

A Full Service Boatyard

Scott versus Walker ruling that 
a homeowners association’s ban 
on commercial activities did 
not preclude short-term rentals. 
Many opposed to the proposal 
worried aloud that allowing a 
business into the neighborhood 
would lower property values.

“Where do those expenses 
go? Where does the rent go 
that we collect?” asked Reed 
Carter of Richmond, a part-time 
Northumberland resident and 
tourist home owner. “It’s spent 
here in Northumberland County.”

“I was going to retire on the 
water,” said Harrison Daniel of 
Lottsburg. “We specifically chose 
Northumberland County because 
it did not have a high volume of 
vacation rentals.”

The board heard both sides of 
an argument over property rights.

“There’s a lot of people in 
this county that aren’t associated 
with an HOA, and this process is 
cutting them out of the process,” 
said Kaz Kazenske, speaking for 
the board of directors of Tides on 
the Chesapeake, a homeowner’s 
association in Reedville.

“We don’t have a homeowner’s 
association,” agreed Jim Michelle 
of Callao. “We don’t have that 
down on Lodge Road... We have 
you.”

“If you want to control 
somebody’s property, my 
suggestion is to own it,” said 
Catherine Bennett of Kilmarnock, 
a tourist home owner.

Maurice Johnson of Reedville, 
another tourist home operator, 
raised Northumberland’s 
comprehensive plan.

“The reality is that this county 
has a plan, a comprehensive 
plan,” Johnson said. “It is 
identified in that plan that tourism 
must be part of the equation.”

The 2006 Northumberland 
County Comprehensive Plan, 
currently being updated, mentions 
tourism in several places. In 
chapter 2 of the 2006 plan, one 
goal for addressing “community 
development issues” is “to increase 
tourism and thereby increase jobs 
and income to the county.”

“We’re not the Outer Banks 
and Myrtle Beach,” said Jay 
Lightfoot of Reedville in a 
speech punctuated by applause 
and murmurs of disagreement. 
“Amen! We’re not. It’s different. 
The people who come here are 

different. The spring breakers 
do not come to Northumberland 
County. Why not? There’s 
nothing for them to do. The 
Crazy Crab closes at 10.”

“The issue I think you have in 
front of you is a more fundamental 
question, and that is the future 
of Northumberland County,” 
Lightfoot told the board. “Where 
do you see Northumberland 
County going?”

“There are many areas in 
the county where short-term 
rentals would be no problem, 
but there are also many 
neighborhoods in the county 
where it would be outrageous 
to permit short-term rental,” 
said Norman Hammer, 
speaking as the attorney 
for Bay Harbor Estates. “I 
think the right way to permit 
these uses is with a properly-
administered conditional use 
permit situation.

“If, however, you’re of a 
mind to adopt this ordinance, I 
would request that you delay it 
for six months to a year so that 
these homeowners associations 
that want to protect themselves 
against short-term rentals would 
have the ability to amend their 
covenants,” he said.

At the conclusion of the public 
hearing, board member Jim 
Long moved that the proposal 

School superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates reported 
on the progress of Northumberland’s school safety 
grant. The division has started negotiations with the 
winning bidder and is considering the possibility of 
adding internet protocol connections to the existing 
analog cameras in the high school. 

This is in addition to Northumberland’s existing 
to-do list for the grant, including a new camera system 
in the elementary school and electronic door locks in 
all the schools, she said.

She hopes to have the safety upgrades finished by 
the time students return from winter break, said Gates.

In other business, the board:

within the Riparian Protection Area buffer around 
Indian Creek. They plan to add on to their living room.

“Virginia is for Lovers Day.” The resolution stems from 
the work of the Virginia Tourism Corporation.

-
cies in the offices of constitutional officers. The laws 
for filling those vacancies will be mirrored in filling 
local governmental offices.

be tabled until February to give 
board members more time to 
decide. Tomlin took issue with 
the motion.

“I’m opposed,” Tomlin said. “I 
don’t want any more papers. I’ve 
heard this issue for the past year 
or two years, and more time is just 
going to give me more papers.”

“Tourist homes will survive, 
it’s just a question of what form it 
will be in,” Tomlin said.

Board chairman Ronnie Jett 
asked the board why it might 
want to delay the decision, to 
which Long responded, “I was 
thinking about a work session, 
and I have to read through my 
notes again before I vote.”

“The owner right here that does 
not have anything, no covenants 
other than the county regulations, 
that’s the folks that I need to come 
up with a way to protect them,” 
said board member Joseph Self, 
supporting the motion.

“I’ve got a bunch of emails too 
I haven’t read, and I want to give 
everybody the opportunity to... 
to have read them all, and check 
into both sides again,” concurred 
board member Richard Haynie.

“I want to thank everyone 
here,” said Jett, following the 4-1 
vote. “It was probably one of the 
most peaceful public hearings 
we’ve had that had this large a 
group.”

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors on November 
18 voted to sign a letter of 
intent to begin work with 
general contractor Norman 
Company Incorporated from 
Mechanicsville on a new 
sheriff’s facility.

Norman Company responded 
to Northumberland’s request 
for proposals with the lowest 
bid, $1,850,385. Harry Harris 
of William Henry Harris & 
Associates in Richmond, the 
architectural firm that created the 
design for the planned building, 
will write the letter of intent.

When board member Tommy 
Tomlin asked whether Harris had 
any doubts about the abilities of 
the contractor, Harris responded, 
“None whatsoever. We’ve 
worked with them on three other 
projects.”

Harris fielded questions from 
the board about the design and 
cost of the planned building. 
Board members emphasized 
paying slightly more up front 
against paying repair bills in the 
future based on their experience 
with the existing sheriff’s office.

Tomlin voiced concern over 
the process of acquiring the new 
building.

“I am going to vote nay, not 
because I’m opposed to the 
building, but I did not vote to 
advertise, I did not vote on this 

plan, I have a problem with the 
process,” Tomlin said during 
discussion of the motion to adopt 
the letter of intent. “I feel like I 
was left out of the process.”

“This is the process we used, 
that I feel like we agreed to,” 
replied board chairman Ronnie 
Jett. “We didn’t know what the 
final plans were going to be until 
we got a bid in. We didn’t know 
if we were going to have to go 
back, start cutting, adding on, 
whatever. I feel like the process 
we used is the process the board 
agreed to.”

The motion passed 4-1 with 
Tomlin voting nay.

The facility will be two stories 
tall, with the second floor taken 
up primarily by HVAC and 
server space. It is designed 
to function as an emergency 
operations center in the event 
of disaster, with generators and 
limited bunk space.

Tomlin expressed concern 
that it will rely on town water. 
County administrator Kenny 
Eades responded that in the event 
of an emergency the town water 
supply can also be powered by 
generators.

Harris estimates completion 
within 300 days of 
groundbreaking. No date for 
groundbreaking has yet been 
set. Harris told the board it 
could begin within 30 days, 
although the board informally 
discussed holding off until the 
new year.

Supervisors delay action
continued from page A1

Also last Thursday . . . 

Harry Harris (right) of William Henry Harris & Associates 

the Northumberland board of supervisors. From left are 
board members Joseph Self and Tommy Tomlin.

Supervisors to sign letter of
intent on new sheriff ’s office

by Renss Greene

VDOT announces Norris Bridge work
FREDERICKSBURG—

Through mid-December, 
motorists can expect brief 
weekday delays at the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for 
bridge deck patching.

Traffic will be reduced to a 

single-lane over a small section 
of the bridge, where Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) and contractor crews 
will patch the deck for routine 
maintenance.

This work has been 
scheduled for late fall to 

establish a smooth driving 
surface in advance of winter 
weather. 

The Norris Bridge is on 
Route 3 between Lancaster 
and Middlesex counties, and 
crosses the Rappahannock 
River at White Stone.

Motorists can call 511, 
visit www.511Virginia.org, 
or use VDOT’s 511Virginia 
free mobile app to find real-
time traffic and work zone 
information in any area of the 
state.
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From the Citizen Design Studios.

WHAT’S YOUR PASSION?

Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

86 South Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia

burkesjewelers.com 804-435-1302FINE JEWELERS

Burkes

You’re invited to a 
special presentation 
December 5 at 2 p.m. 
at the Adventure Travel office.
BOOK NOW & SAVE 
$250 Per Person

You’re invited to a 
special presentation
December 5 at 2 p.m.
at the Adventure Travel office.
BOOK NOW & SAVE 
$250 Per Person

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock   

CALL FOR DETAILS
RSVP to 804-436-9200

Reserve between Nov. 14 and Dec. 10 and receive

 an additional discount of $100 per person

Adventure Travel presents...

Rhine River 
Cruise

Sept. 16 - 24

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578

Bentley’s Grille will be open 
Thanksgiving day
12 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Serving traditional fare, full menu 
and specials

Call 804-435-2000 
for reservations

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported misdemeanor charges against three individuals.

A Paynes Creek Road man, 51, was charged November 12 with 
failure to appear in court.

A Blueberry Point Road man, 47, was charged November 13 with 
setting a fire improperly and without precaution in a Northumberland 
County case.

A Mosquito Point Road man, 43, was charged November 14 with 
setting a fire improperly and without precaution in a Northumberland 
County case. 
Activity report

November 12:  The Lancaster Middle School resource officer 
received an assault report where the victim was stabbed in the hand 
with a pencil (juvenile petition to follow). Staff responded with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle traffic crash near Mary 
Ball and Peirces roads, with VSP to an overturned vehicle crash on 
Merry Point Road, and with Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
to an E911 call from the 900 block of Johns Neck Road (medical 
emergency); and received a complaint of an unknown person placing 
a razor blade in a parked car.

November 13: Staff received a residential burglary report from 
a Lumberlost Trail resident (LG 52” LED flat screen tv, sterling silver 
cross beaded necklace, a pair of Reebok preseason basketball shoes; 
$1,500 loss); and checked on the well-being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged telephone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed).

November 14:   Staff discovered an unsecured door to a White 
Stone area business during routine late night building checks (no 
criminal incident); responded to a traffic crash at North Main Street 
and Christopher Drive, to a two-vehicle traffic crash near Mary Ball 
Road and Avis Trail, to a domestic disturbance (adult siblings) on 
Wilson Lane, to a shots fired complaint in the area of Kathy Drive, 
and to the 1000 block of Pinckardsville Road on a complaint of a 
loose horse going through a yard; and received a fraud report from 
a Pond Road resident (subject was the victim of the “Grandparent 
Scam” wherein the scam artist calls, identifies himself as a grandson 
in need of money for bail/attorney fees/vehicle repairs and convinces 
the victim to wire funds out of state; $4,209 total loss). The LMS 
resource officer received information about a student threatening 
harm to him/herself (the juvenile was taken by a parent for mental 
health counseling). 

November 15:  Staff received a trespass complaint from 
a Beanes Road resident (incident occurred in Northumberland 
County; complainant cancelled the call before staff could notify 
Northumberland authorities); received a civil complaint from a 

resident in the 8000 block of River Road; received a trespass complaint 
from a Slabtown Road resident; received a larceny report from an 
Old Orchard Drive resident ( spare tire from vehicle; $100 loss); 
discovered an unsecured door to a White Stone area business during 
routine late night building checks (no criminal incident);  responded 
to a suspicious person complaint on Iberis Road; and checked on the 
well-being of a Morattico Road resident at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services needed). The LMS resource officer 
received an assault report (incident being handled internally by the 
school).  

November 16:  Staff checked on the well-being of a Fairfax 
County resident who was supposed to be at a residence in the 5400 
block of Irvington Road (no contact made with the subject); received 
a destruction of property report from the 100 block of James Lane 
(spray paint on vehicle); responded to an arson complaint on Old 
Orchard Drive (wood pile set afire), to a suspicious vehicle complaint 
on McCullough Drive (subjects visiting in the area), to a suspicious 
persons complaint in the 5600 block of Morattico Road, to a 
suspicious persons complaint in the 1200 block of Good Luck Road 
(possibly hunters retrieving dogs); and responded to a fight call (two 
females) in the 2900 block of Merry Point Road.

November 17:  Staff responded to Black Stump Road on a 
motorist’s complaint of a pedestrian interfering with traffic, and to 
a larceny complaint on Campbell Road (civil dispute between the 
parties); and discovered an unsecured business in the White Stone 
area when investigating an unusual noise complaint (no criminal 
incident).

November 18: Staff referred an illegal dumping complaint to 
the county land use compliance officer; received a walk-in report of 
theft of two fishing rods (report not available for inclusion); received 
a walk-in report of a larceny (credit card fraud; $48.04 loss); and 
received a walk-in report of a larceny (credit card fraud; $932 loss).
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded to traffic 
crashes at Mary Ball and Peirces roads, Merry Point Road, and Mary 
Ball Road and Avis Trail. Upper Lancaster VFD also responded with 
Kilmarnock VFD and the Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) 
to a brush fired in the 8000 block of River Road.

Kilmarnock VFD and VDOF responded to a brush fire on Mt. 
Olive Road. Kilmarnock VFD also assisted Fairfields VFD with a 
structure fire on Edgehill Lane and responded to a traffic crash at 
North Main Street and Christopher Drive, as well as a propane gas 
alarm on Black Stump Road.

White Stone VFD responded to a heat alarm on Townley Farm 
Road and a fire alarm in the 2200 block of Weems Road.

Smith Point Sea 
Rescue Board Member 
Capt. Andrew Kauders 
reported crews responded to 
seven calls for assistance in 
recent weeks. 

October 11: At 1:05 
p.m., a call was received from 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s office indicating a 
38-foot sailboat was caught 
inside a pound net near 
Taskmaster Creek. Rescue 
I responded and found the 
Canadian boat with no one 
aboard. Coast Guard Millford 
Haven indicated that a 
commercial salvage company 
was on the way to remove 
the boat. Rescue I returned to 
base. Time on call, 1 ¼ hour.

October 14:  At 1:15 p.m., 
the owner of a 23-foot sailboat 
requested a tow from Buzzard 
Point Marina to open water on 
the Chesapeake Bay. His engine 
would not start and he wanted 
to sail to Deltaville. Time on 
call, 1 ¾ hour.

October 19:  At 2:15 p.m., 
a call was received for a 24-foot 
cabin cruiser with five aboard 
out of gas near the reef. The 
boat was towed to Smith Point 
Marina where they purchased 
$100 worth of gas and headed 
up the Potomac. Time on call, 
3 ¼ hours. 

At 5 p.m., Rescue III was 

dispatched to assist the same 
vessel Rescue I had towed 
to Smith Point Marina for 
gas. This time they were again 
out of gas on the Potomac 
River near marker #5. They 
were towed to the Lewisetta 
Marina. Two of the passengers 
were given a ride to Coles 
Point where they picked up 
their vehicle. Time on call, 3 ¾ 
hours. 

At 5:40 p.m.,  a call was 
received from a 37-foot 
wooden schooner with one 
aboard aground on a marked 
oyster reef near B-10 in the 
Great Wicomico River. The 
sailboat drew six feet which 
made it a difficult mission as 
bow of boat was hard on the 
reef and Rescue I could not 
pull the boat forward. With 
a large wood rudder it could 
not be pulled backward. The 
anchor could not be raised as it 
was in shallow water. A nearby 
friend assisted by pulling the 
mast over as Rescue I turned 
the sailboat and towed to 
deep water.  The anchor was 
then raised. The mission was 
completed in the dark. At the 
request of the owner, the boat 
was towed to 9.5 feet of water 
behind Sandy Point where 
he anchored.  Time on call, 3 
hours.

October 20: At 4:30 

LANCASTER—Supervisors will consider two resolutions 
beginning at 7 p.m. tonight, November 21, in the board room of the 
county administration building in Lancaster.

The resolutions address the War of 1812 Bicentennial and Virginia 
is for Lovers Day. 

Also on the agenda, the county abstract of votes from the November 
5 general election will be read into the minutes and approved for 
submission to the State Board of Elections.

Supervisors also will be presented an update on the schools’ voice 
over IP phone project. 

WHITE STONE—The planning commission for White 
Stone will conduct a public hearing on a rezoning request at 7 p.m. 
tonight, November 21, in the town hall. 

Hurst Harvey Oil Company has a contract pending on a .465-acre 
tract adjacent to White Stone Family Practice on Rappahannock 
Drive. The company seeks a change in zoning district classification 
from residential to commercial to establish an automated car wash. 

The lot is owned by Virginia M. Jodon, who has sent a letter to the 
town in support of the request, according to town manager Patrick 
Frere.  

Representatives from the oil company and the car wash company 
are expected to attend the hearing, said Frere. 

KILMARNOCK—The board of zoning appeals will hear an 
appeal from Northern Neck Generator at 7 p.m. Tuesday, November 
26, in the town hall at 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Town planner and zoning administrator Marshall Sebra previously 
decided Northern Neck Generator’s new prefabricated office building 
violates the 20-foot front setback required by town code. 

Northern Neck Generator is on Christopher Drive, and Todd 
Sanders of Northern Neck Generator has argued that because it is a 
private drive and not a public right-of-way, the code does not apply.

Sebra maintains that Christopher Drive is a right-of-way and the 
setback still applies.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT
p.m., Rescue I responded to a 
40-foot sailboat that lost power 
at the mouth of Cockrell’s 
Creek. They were towed to 
Jennings Boatyard. Time on 
call, 45 minutes.

October 25: At 10:25 a.m., 
Rescue I responded to a 41-foot 
sailboat aground in Cockrell’s 
Creek. With the boat hard 
aground and the tide falling it 
was decided to leave the boat 
as is and return at 4 p.m. when 
the tide had risen. The boat was 
then towed to deep water and 
was assisted in anchoring near 
Tommy’s Restaurant. Total time 
on call, 2 ¼ hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue I and 
Rescue II are based on the 
Great Wicomico River and 
Rescue III is on Lodge Creek off 
of the Yeocomico River.

The Agenda
Local Government News

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?

editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)
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AMERICAN
BANKER®

MAGAZINE
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CHESAPEAKE

BANK
THE EIGHTH
BEST BANK

TO WORK FOR
IN THE US.

We’re equally proud and happy 
 to be working for them, too.

advertising I branding I strategic marketing communications

kilmarnock, virginia

*American Banker’s inaugural ranking of the Best Banks to Work For highlights 
institutions with strong cultures and smart approaches to making employees feel valued and engaged. 

Companies have been measured against peers of similar size, based on assets.

*

L A N C A S T E R — A f t e r 
months of rejecting amendment 
changes to an ordinance that 
would allow internet data 
poles by right, the planning 
commission last week passed 
the amendment but left off a 
recommendation on whether or 
not supervisors should approve 
the changes. 

Planners made the changes 
on a directive from the board 
of supervisors, but some were 
resolute in their disapproval.

As approved by the 
commission, public hearings 
and permit fees will not be 
required when erecting data 
poles of up to 100 feet in all 
districts except the waterfront 
overlay district. The push 
behind the amendment is to 
make high-speed internet 
accessible everywhere in the 
county without obstructions 
such as fees while providing 
more access to the those living 
close to the pole.

“I do not like my neighbor 
being able to put up a (data) 
pole without me having 
anything to say about it,” said 
Charlie Costello during a 
public hearing. Costello was 
one of only two citizens who 
attended the meeting. “The 
zoning is discriminatory. It’s 
not the right thing to do.”

Commission member 
David Chupp agreed. “I don’t 
understand the reason to get 
rid of the special exception 
since there are only about three 
applications a year amounting 
to $600,” he said. 

Chupp emphasized the need 
to give notification to neighbors 
that a data pole will be erected 
and allow them to object.

“We’re past that,” said 
chairman David Jones. “Our 
directive was to give a by right. 
We can pass on to supervisors 
that we would like to see a 
notification added.”

“Look at it like a dock” 
where neighbors are notified, 
said Costello. 

“You can’t compare it to a 
dock. A neighbor can’t object 
to a dock,” said Jones. “You 
don’t need to notify neighbors 
if you build a house. They’re 
stuck with whatever you put 
up.”

Commission member Ty 
Brent said he wanted waterfront 
property included in the 
amendment and that it is elitist 
and discriminatory to leave out 
that property segment.

Land use director Don Gill 
said the special exception 
was in place in the waterfront 
overlay district because parcels 
are located within 800 feet of 
tidal waters. He said there are 
many things not allowed in the 
waterfront overlay district that 
are allowed in other districts 

The following cases were heard November 8 in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III:

Delaina Deanne Cooper, charged with four 
felony counts of grand larceny, embezzlement and 
forgery and two misdemeanor embezzlement and 
obtaining money by false pretense, was released on 
$10,000 unsecured bond. A trial date was set for 9 
a.m. March 28.

Avery Dean LeFevre pled guilty to one 
felony count of forging coin/bank notes. Two 
misdemeanor charges of possessing forged coin/
bank notes and petty larceny were nolle prosequi. 
The judge sentenced LeFevre to 10 years with nine 
years suspended, supervised probation for a year 
and that restitution be paid to Walmart. Attorney 
John Martin’s request for work release was granted.

Carl Timothy Rich, charged with three felonies 
including nonviolent possession of a gun by a felon, 
shooting a firearm from a vehicle, and malicious 
shooting, agreed to a bench trial at 9 a.m. February 
24. Attorney Thomas Hughes was granted access 
to police investigation reports.

James Moody, charged with giving false 
statements on criminal history, asked that his case 
be postponed until he has knee surgery. The judge 
took it under advisement. His case is scheduled for 
December 13 with a motion hearing November 22. 
Attorney Jan Smith’s request for home electronic 
incarceration will be up to the sheriff’s department.

James Michael MaGuire, charged with felony 
strangling resulting in injury, was issued a trial date 
of 9 a.m. February 24. Attorney Will Hubbard said 

no decision had been reached on whether to waive 
a jury for a bench trial.

Virginia Dawson Montgomery, charged with 
felony forgery, uttering and grand larceny, was 
granted a continuance. Her case will be heard 
at 9 a.m. March 28. She is represented by James 
Monroe.

Corey T. Thompson, convicted nine years ago 
of felony obstruction of justice and escaping 
custody, was in court with attorney Brent Jackson 
to ask the judge to vacate the conviction based on 
false testimony by investigators. The judge asked 
Jackson to return with a motion separate and 
independent of the existing case.

Scott Sheppard Johnson, charged with eight 
felony counts of obtaining money under false 
pretense, in a plea agreement was found guilty 
of one felony while seven others were nolle 
prossessed. He was sentenced to 20 years, all 
suspended,with a year of supervised probation and 
ordered to pay his victim the remaining $33,000 
still owed on the original amount of $54,000.

Keaton Deon Sutton, charged with felony eluding 
police, distribution of marijuana, possession of a 
gun, and manufacture of a controlled substance 
and misdemeanor reckless driving and improper 
display of plates, had his case postponed to 9 a.m. 
February 7 due to the illness of a witness. He is 
represented by Brent Jackson.

Crystal Rucker, charged with four forgeries 
and three grand larcenies, was found not guilty in 
a bench trial. Judge Taliaferro said he found the 
testimony of the Commonwealth’s key witness, 
who received a plea deal, not credible resulting in 
reasonable doubt.

IRVINGTON—Residents in 
Irvington are worried about an 
increase in coyotes living near 
their homes and recent attacks 
on household pets.

During the public comments 
section at a town council 
meeting last week, a citizen 
reported a coyote fatally 
attacked a dog and wounded 
another within town limits. 
In addition, the coyotes have 
scared young children. 

Representatives of a local 
homeowners association said 
they would like to hire someone 
to hunt the coyotes living near 
their neighborhood. They asked 
council for a special exception 
or amendment to an old town 
ordinance that prevents hunting 
within 1,000 yards of homes 
and businesses.

According to town attorney 
Wes Charlton, because coyotes 
are considered a nuisance 
animal, state law allows open 
and continuous hunting. 
However, he said the town’s 
ordinance would have to be 
amended or a special exception 
granted in order to allow 
hunting. 

“Everyone is in favor of 
it,” said Charlton. “We’re 
looking into how can we do 
this properly. But it will take 
several months to amend the 
ordinance.”

Coyotes exist throughout 
Lancaster County, but in 
recent years their numbers are 
increasing, according to game 
warden Ken Williams. 

“There are two species of 
coyotes that have come into 
our area over the past several 
years. One is from the north 

and another from the south and 
they seem to be meeting up in 
the mid-Atlantic area,” said 
Williams.

He noted that with the 
exception of Irvington, there 
are no local laws against 
hunting them near homes day 
or night, except on Sundays.

“We are never going to get 
rid of them,” he said. “They are 
looking for something to eat. If 
you have animals, don’t feed 
them outside. Also, keep small 
pets indoors. Coyotes hunt at 
the edge of daylight and edge 
of dark. That’s when you’ll see 
them.”

Williams suggested hiring a 
licensed nuisance trapper who 
will come in and trap coyotes 
and then euthanize them. 

Trapper Tim Pate of 
Northumberland County does 
contract work with the Virginia 
Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries and helps area 
residents as well. 

He has been called to remove 
anything from squirrels in 
an attic to snakes, raccoons 
and coyotes. “I charge extra 
for skunks because there are 
additional risks involved,” he 
said.

Coyotes roam in pairs but can 
be found in packs of up to three 
or four, he said. “They roam 
over long distances and can be 
in White Stone one day and in 
Warsaw by the next morning.”

Pate sets traps for up to 10 
days, but cautions homeowners 
to warn their neighbors so 
that domesticated animals are 
contained while the traps are 
set in the neighborhood.  

Since the traps must be 
checked daily, his rates depend 
on the distance he must travel. 

Seasonal playground
River O’Brien Rose enjoys playing in a pile of leaves 
in Kinsale. He is the son of Devin and Kati Rose of 
Washington. Photo by Phyllis O’Brien

Commission sends
internet data pole
amendment to board,
sans recommendation

by Audrey Thomasson and the amendment is not 
discriminatory because each 
district is subject to different 
ordinances. 

Chupp insisted their 
objections needed to be in the 
motion so that supervisors 
were aware of them.

Supervisors’ liaison to the 
commission, Butch Jenkins, 
said supervisors are aware of 
the objections because they 
read the minutes of the planning 
commission meetings.

Jones made the motion to 
forward the amendment to 
supervisors for consideration 
without a recommendation. 
The measure passed 5-2. 
Members Chupp and Brent 
voted against.

On the hunt: Days and nights may
be numbered for Irvington coyotes

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

SUBSCRIBE 
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“Bring your Thanksgiving Guest”
To

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA

“Open every day but Thanksgiving Day”
10 to 5

www.virginia-antiques.com

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

BETHEL-EMMANUEL
UNITED METHODIST MEN

Present the 19th Annual

ROCKFISH DERBY
Friday and Saturday

November 29 & 30, 2012

ENTRY FEE $28.00 per person
FISHING TIME 

Friday & Saturday 6:30 am till 4:00 pm

AWARDS CEREMONY

Greenvale Creek Marina
Refreshments served

Greenvale Creek Marina
greenvalecreekmarina.com

www.captbillyscharters.com

For more information call:
804-462-3446 or 804-462-6069

Robin & Linda Williams and Their Fine 
Group presented an On Stage encore concert 

November 16 at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock. On Stage is an annual 
concert series of the Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts.

“The audience at last Saturday’s On Stage 
concert enjoyed an exceptional performance by 
Robin & Linda Williams and Their Fine Group 
(Chris Brashear and Jim Watson),” said vice 
president for external communications Julie 
Geier. 

“Sponsored by Tri-Star Supermarket, the 
concert showcased the group’s impeccable 
musicianship and entertaining stage presence 
as they performed many old favorites as well as 
several songs from their most recent CD, ‘Back 
40,’” said Geier.

The show opened with “On and On,” a 
catchy tune describing a late night drive life for 
a traveling band. Robin Williams noted 2013 
marks the 40th year he and Linda have been 
married and performing together, traveling 
from their home in “Stone Wall Country,” the 
Shenandoah Valley, to perform.

The “new, old-time country music” continued 

to enthrall the audience with toe-tapping tunes 
like “For Better or Worse” and “Maybelle’s 
Guitar and Monroe’s Mandolin.”

A solemn hush filled the theater as Robin 
Williams dedicated “Crossing the Bar” to the 
late Maria Laqueur, a former RFA vice president 
for presenters, who first brought Robin & Linda 
Williams and Their Fine Group to the Northern 
Neck. The lyrics are the words of Alfred Lord 
Tennyson from the poem by the same name, set 
to music by Rani Arbo.

The 2012-13 On Stage series continues 
December 9 with “Christmas in Cape Breton” 
featuring world-renowned, award-winning 
Canadian fiddler Natalie MacMaster. The 
performance will begin at 7 p.m. at the Lancaster 
Middle School Theater. School children from 
Chesapeake Academy will participate in the 
program. 

Admission is by season subscription, or 
individual ticket ($35). Tickets are available at 
435-0292, or rappahannockfoundation.org.

On Stage is funded by Chesapeake Bank 
and Chesapeake Investment Group and by 
the Virginia Commission for the Arts and the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

LANCASTER—It was a 
“perfect fall day” November 
16 for Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library’s first 
oyster roast, according to event 
organizers. 

“This was our first effort at 
an oyster roast as a fundraiser,” 
said president Jane Henley. 
“We chose to be small in scale, 
long in quality and affordable 
for folks from a cross section 
of the county. I was especially 
pleased to see friends from 
Tappahannock to Irvington...
Can’t wait to go again next year.” 

Assisting the museum in 

their effort were members of 
Lancaster Moose Lodge 2527, 
which will hold their own oyster 
roast December 7.

“In their spirit of giving back to 
the community, (lodge members) 
furnished all the equipment and 
manpower to cook and serve 
the oysters,” said museum board 
member Butch Jenkins. 

The museum sold 150 tickets 
and 500 raffle tickets. Tim Ray, a 
Moose volunteer, won the raffle 
grand prize of $1,000.

Board member Anita Tadlock 
said proceeds from the fund-
raiser will be applied to the cost 
of roof replacement on Lancaster 
House.

K I L M A R N O C K —
Rappahannock General Hospital 
urges smokers to join The 
American Cancer Society’s Great 
American Smokeout and set a 
“Quit Date.” November 21 marks 
the American Cancer Society’s 
38th Great American Smokeout. 

According to the American 
Cancer Society, tobacco use 
remains the single largest 
preventable cause of disease 
and premature death in 
the U.S., yet more than 45 
million Americans still smoke 
cigarettes. More than half of 
these smokers have made an 
attempt to quit at least once in 
the past year. 

Quitting is difficult; 
however, it is one of the most 
important things you will ever 
do. Quitting will allow you to 
live a longer and better life, 
improve the health of those 
around you, lower your chance 
of having a heart attack, stroke, 
or cancer, and allow you to 
have extra money to spend on 
things other than cigarettes. 

Studies by The American 
Cancer Society show these 
steps, used together, offer the 
best chance of quitting.

ashtrays in the home, car, and 
workplace.

the home.

to quit.  Think about what 
worked and what did not.

puff.

encouragement from family, 
friends, and co-workers.  Ask 
them not to smoke.

quitting.

telephone counseling.  Visit 
lungusa.org/stop-smoking for 
resources.

behaviors.

strikes, get busy doing 
something else. Talk to 
someone, go for a walk, or 
pursue a task.

different route to work. Drink 
tea instead of coffee. Eat lunch 
in a different place.

bath, exercise, or read a book.

to do every day.

other fluids.

it correctly. The U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration has 
approved, by prescription, 
Bupropion SR (Zyban), 
Varenicline (Chantix), nicotine 
inhaler and nicotine nasal 
spray.  Over-the-counter 
products include nicotine gum, 
nicotine patch and nicotine 
lozenges.

difficult situations.

active. 

regarding mood and 
depression. If you have 
problems with any of these 
situations, talk to your doctor 
or other healthcare provider.

 According to The American 
Cancer Society, smokers who 
quit can add up to eight years 
to their lives. 

Call 1-800-227-2345 for tips 
and available tools.

■ Grand master
The Grand Lodge of Virginia 

on November 9, during its 
235th Annual Communication, 
elected Wayne Sawyer Flora 
of Virginia Beach to serve as 
its 169th grand master during 
2013-2014.

His Masonic history began 
March 8, 1967. He is an active 
member in Princess Anne 
Lodge No. 25. During his 
tenure, his emphasis will be 
“Freemasonry—A Beacon of 
Light.”

From left are Chris Brashear, Linda Williams, Robin Williams and Jim Watson. Photo by 
Robert Mason Jr.

Robin & Linda Williams and
Their Fine Group perform On Stage

Friends of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library 

oyster stew and hot dogs. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Organizers pleased
with first oyster roast

by Audrey Thomasson

Great 
American 
Smokeout 
returns

NEWS BREAK

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

New 
Addition?
We’d love to hear 

from you!

804.435.1701
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Over the course of a lifetime, some dates 
are frozen in time. For people of my gen-

eration, November 22, 1963, is one such. That 
morning the news still centered on the coup that 
overthrew and killed President Diem of South 
Vietnam three weeks to the day earlier.

In other news of lesser weight, it was the 
birthday of French President Charles de Gaulle 
and of former Vice President John Nance 
“Cactus Jack” Garner. De Gaulle was 73, and 
Cactus Jack was 95. That morning before leav-
ing on his ill-fated trip to Dallas, President Ken-
nedy called to wish the latter a happy birthday 
at his home in Uvalde, Texas. Cactus Jack had 
been a congressman, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and Vice President for a 
total of 38 years. When he had left Washing-
ton to return home in 1941, he announced that 
he never would cross the Potomac again, and 
indeed he did not.

That birthday of the old curmudgeon in 1963, 
a Friday, should not have been memorable; 
nothing pivotal was happening, until midday, 
that is. I went to classes, and about 1:30 in the 
afternoon several fellow students and I heard a 
rumor from another student that the president 

had been shot. As one of my classes was begin-
ning, someone confirmed the news, leading the 
professor to adjourn the class, thus beginning 
the last 50 years.

Televisions were difficult to find on campus, 
and I finally decided to try one of the lesser-
used student lounges. There, on an old black-
and-white set, I watched the afternoon’s events 
unfold with Professor J. Joseph Huthmacher, 
an historian of 20-century America, who had 

written extensively on Massachusetts politics, 
and knew John F. Kennedy quite well. I recall 
that he did not speak much, trying to absorb the 
impact of what had happened.

Inasmuch as 62 years had passed since Presi-
dent McKinley had been assassinated, the con-
cept of a president being killed seemed alien 
and unthinkable. Although 12 years earlier, sev-
eral Puerto Rican nationalists had tried to kill 
President Truman, leaving a D. C. policeman 
dead on the sidewalk on Pennsylvania Avenue 
in front of Blair House, where the Trumans 
were living while The White House was under-
going renovations.

Now back to the weekend that ensued after the 
news reached Washington. By late afternoon I left 
the lounge, and rushed home to more television 
through the night. On Saturday I drove around 
Washington to see how the city was responding 
to the news. At the time the government did 
not provide a home for the Vice President, and 
Lyndon Johnson was living at “The Elms,” the 
former home of the society hostess, Perle Mesta, 
who called the place “Les Ormes.” 

 When Johnson bought the property from her, 
he decided that the United States Vice President 

should not be residing in a house with a French 
name, and translated the words into English. 
Armed D. C. policemen were standing every 
50 feet along the perimeter of the property, 
guarding what was now the home of the new 
President.

On Sunday, I went to the Jurors’ Lounge of 
the Federal Courthouse to watch Kennedy’s 
caisson pass up Constitution Avenue to Penn-
sylvania Avenue and on to Saint Matthew’s 
Cathedral for the funeral. It was the same spot 
from which I had watched his Inaugural Parade 
little more than a thousand days previously. I 
then rushed home again to see the remainder 
of the day, including the murder of Lee Harvey 
Oswald, on television. 

The only word I can use today, half a century 
later, to describe that weekend is to say that it 
was, and remains in my memory, unreal. For 
an American President to be gunned down in 
the manner of a Banana Republic strongman 
or a Chicago gangster still seems foreign to 
our culture. May that always be the case as we 
continue to progress from that yet unthawed 
moment as a nation governed by laws and 
blessed by God.

There, on an old black-and-
white set, I watched the 
afternoon’s events unfold 
with Professor J. Joseph 
Huthmacher, an historian of 
20-century America, who had 
written extensively on Mas-
sachusetts politics, and knew 
John F. Kennedy quite well. 

Focal Point

Sunset on Taylor’s Creek

Photo by Stephen Driesler 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Ever since the first frost of autumn a few weeks 
back, I’ve found it a challenge to stay warm.

It doesn’t seem to matter how many layers or 
which hat I wear, I’m cold. I’m usually the one to 
turn the thermostat back or open a window, causing 
friends and co-workers to complain. The tide has 
turned and I’m turning the heat up. 

However, things changed last Friday evening.
It could have been the venue, the fellowship, or 

the snacks, that contributed to a rise in body tem-
perature. It was definitely the music.

Nothing warms the cockles of your heart like 
local talent and the Woodshed Conspiracy stoked 
the fire inside of me.

They were playing over at the White Stone 
United Methodist Church where folks gather to 
hear a variety of music at 7 p.m. on third Thurs-
days, except December, said pastor Bryan McClain.

While the “music nights” fulfill some of the out-
reach initiatives of the church, they also provide 
the community a safe venue for family entertain-
ment. Donations are welcome and local bands and 
individual musicians are urged to take a turn on the 
stage. 

The Woodshed Conspiracy offered an assortment 
of Americana music, blending a lot of bluegrass 
and elements of folk, country, jazz, blues, gospel, 
rock and vocal standards.

If you haven’t had the opportunity to hear the 
group, let me introduce you. 

Three friends with common musical interests 
and a love of acoustic music in particular form the 
Woodshed Conspiracy, not to be confused with the 
Woodchuck Conspriacy.

Suzy Long Cuthbertson of Wicomico Church  
provides stellar lead vocals and harmonies. She’s 
got a voice that tugs at your heart strings and she’s 
also picking up the mandolin.

Bill Duvall of Lively adds guitar, mandolin and 
vocals to the mix.

Bucky Beauchamp of Callao strums along on the 
acoustic upright bass.

However, Bucky was out sick Friday and Bill 
Richardson of Gloucester filled in on bass guitar. 
He regularly takes the stage with the String Ties, a 
popular bluegrass band.

Suzy opened the show covering “When You Say 
Nothing At All” by Allison Krauss and closed it 
covering  “Crazy” by Patsy Cline.

They played two sets, allowing folks to hit the 
dessert table. What’s more they were having a good 
time and that makes for a good show. The eye con-
tact, the smiles, the camaraderie and the ribbing 
among each other and with the audience set the 
mood for a fun evening.

Reaching for a bottle of water at one point late in 

the concert, Suzy said “This bottled water makes 
me feel professional. The pros always have water, 
the rest of us just croak it out.”

However, Bill Duvall does most of the talking. 
He explained where most of the songs come from 
and dedicated “City Folks” to Mary Helms, who 
had a front row seat. She’s a big Gibson Brothers 
fan, he said.

In all, they played 15 songs. I recognized many 
of the songs and they introduced me to the music 
of Johnny Staats of Sandyville, W.Va. He’s been 
playing bluegrass since he started on the mando-
lin when he was 8 or 9.  He also plays guitar and 
fiddle.

Although a successful musician, he won’t give 
up his day job as a UPS delivery driver, hence the 
name of his band, Johnny Staats and The Delivery 
Boys. 

They played a couple of his hits, including 
“Wires & Wood,” which makes reference to “If I 
had the money, if I had my say, I could sit right 
here, make music all day.”

You get the feeling that if they could, the Wood-
shed Conspiracy trio also would sit and make music 
all day. If I could, I’d be there all day to hear them 
play and chase the chills away.

Look for the Woodshed Conspiracy now on Face-
book, and on a stage near you.

Reprints from the November 20, 1903, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Wicomico Church
Our farmers are busy housing corn. 

The merchants are paying $3 a barrel 
for it here.

Raymond Williams, of Reedville, vis-
ited friends here recently and attended 
Kilmarnock Fair.

W. A. Rowe & Co. have opened up 
their drinking house.

Miss Ella Norris is spending awhile at 
the home of J. T. Davenport.

Mrs. Tignor has improved the looks 
of her place by a new rail fence on the 
road.

It is reported that a shucking house 
will be built at Tipers soon.

Kilmarnock
District Anti-Saloon League meets 

at Brent’s Hall here on Tuesday after-
noon next. All friends of temperance are 
urged to attend.

Dr. J. B. Smith, of Irvington, was here 
on business Wednesday.

Eustice Brent is in Baltimore purchas-
ing big Christmas stock.

Masons are assembling here today. 
Theirs is a flourishing order, and while 
popular, is rather exclusive. They con-
template beginning soon the erection of 
a temple on the lot recently bought here.

Alfonso
A. J. Headley and wife visited friends 

near Durretsville on Sunday last.
Miss Allie Gill spent Saturday and 

Sunday with her aunt, Mrs. J. Morgan 
Haynie, near here.

Mrs. Lucy Campbell visited her sister, 
Mrs. Clara Mitchell, near Emmerton, 
recently.

Miss Lee Norris visited friends near 
here today.

Misses Christie Barrack and Florence 
Rice visited Miss Essie Pitman one eve-
ning last week.

Palmer
H. M. Robbins has accepted a position 

on steamer Lancaster.
Capt. W. E. Humphreys visited our 

neighborhood recently.
Miss Nannie Carter and sister and 

Mary Moore have returned to Baltimore. 
Gypsies passed through here not too 

long ago.
Miss Mary Daniel, of Middlesex, is 

visiting at the home of H. E. Robertson.
Sewing Circle was held last week at 

the home of G. W. Harper.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 

volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library)

YESTERYEAR

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

Have we lost focus of some 
of our region’s heritage and tra-
ditions?

I write this letter as an avid 
outdoorsman who loves the 
Northern Neck for its oppor-
tunities to partake in outdoor 
activities such as waterfowl 
hunting. This tradition allows 
my family and me time to step 
back and reflect on our hobby, 
that has made this area so rich 
in waterfowling heritage.

The Chesapeake Bay and its 
tributaries have been regarded 
among the top regions for 
waterfowl hunting since the 
English arrived. I have water-
fowl hunted all over the North-
ern Neck during my life and 
decided to reside in White 
Stone. What a great place to 
be, a town that embraces my 
hobby so much that we use this 
heritage of waterfowl hunting 
to monetarily help our local 
fire department with the Rap-
pahannock River Waterfowl 
Show.

What have 
we become?

I felt truly blessed to be a 
part of this until the recent 
waterfowl season actually 
began. In early duck season we 
were met with hostility from a 
lady screaming obscenities at 
us, to the opening day of regu-
lar waterfowl season where 
another lady and her husband 
came to my home to verbally 
attack and threaten my wife 
about me hunting while I was 
out hunting. 

Have we become so hypo-
critical of a society that we can 
use the tradition of waterfowl-
ing to help fund our local fire 
department, but not embrace 
the actual sport of waterfowl 
hunting itself?

Have we lost our small-town 
values that we threaten people 
and scream words at them for 
partaking in a sport that has 
enriched this region since it 
was discovered? 

What have we become as a 
society where we discourage 
law-abiding outdoorsmen for 
keeping a tradition alive?

Tim Skelton,
White Stone 

We have just celebrated 
Veterans Day with parades, 
speeches at memorials and 
special remembrance services.

All services had prayers and 
recognition of the veterans 
who have fought the wars and 
did not come back, those who 
came back to homes and fami-
lies and those who now fight 
on foreign lands in the name 
of freedom.

At Irvington Baptist Church 
we had veterans from the 30s 
to well past the 80s in age. The 
youngest was my granddaugh-
ter, Emory Shelton Ryan, who 
served in Kuwait for over a 
year during Iraq Freedom.

 In our church bulletin, there 
was a quoted and copied prayer 
that we should repeat every 
day. It goes like this:

“God, we come to you on 

Pray for the USA

behalf of our United States of 
America. That she would turn 
from her wickedness and return 
to her Creator. That You would 
light a fire and passion among 
this generation for a Holiness 
reformation that would tran-
scend all generations, all sin, 
and all corruption.

‘We cry out for forgiveness 
for America and speak grace, 
mercy, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ over her.

“Restore America to her bib-
lical foundations that will cul-
tivate an atmosphere of Godly 
righteousness among the gov-
ernment, the American people, 
the economy, and each and 
every American family.

“That America may reach 
her full potential as a Godly 
Nation  and become a beacon 
of light to all other Nations. 
Amen”

 Anne L. McClintock,
White Stone

A pillar in the community, 
Mr. Julian Allen Ball Sr., 
passed away on October 25, 
2013. He was the picture of a 
true gentleman, educator and 
citizen.

My first encounter with Mr. 
Ball was at Brookvale High 
School. I was enrolled in his 
history and government classes 
when I matriculated there.

He was a firm and fair 
person, yet caring and compas-
sionate. He always wanted us 
to do our best.

Mr. Ball encouraged me 
to pursue a career in history 
and he also told me to attend 
“his” great university (Virginia 
Union University).

Along with him and Dr. 
Elton Smith, I took his advice 
and guidance and received a 
full college scholarship.

Mr. Ball was interested in 
politics and literature.

One day he reminded us that 
“we are not here to play, to 
dream or to drift, we have hard 
work to do and loads to lift, 
shun not the struggle, face it, it 
is God’s gift.”

From an athletic perspective, 
he wanted the Brookvale War-
riors to do well athletically and 
academically. He would always 
say, “May the best team emerge 
victorious.”

He asked me to attend his 
retirement party in 1989 at 
Captain B’s Restaurant. I 
attended and reminisced about 
the wonderful educator, civic 
and community person he was.

So, a pillar in our commu-
nity has succumbed, but his 
memories will live on. I am so 
grateful that I had an encour-
aging, supportive and remark-
able teacher like Mr. Ball, who 
guided me to a career that has 
reached 43 years as an educa-
tor.

I received my degree from 
“his” university and went 
beyond by pursuing post grad-
uate work from University of 
Virginia, Virginia Common-
wealth University and the Col-
lege of William and Mary.

Sandra Gaskins Smyre,
Brookvale High School 
Class of 1967, Weems

A fallen hero
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Make it a night to remember... 
It’s Date Night at Burkes!

FINE JEWELERS

Burkes Virginia Living
Best of Virginia 

2013 Winner

It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

86 South Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia

burkesjewelers.com 804-435-1302

THE RIVER MARKET
Champagne and sparkling 

wine tasting 

Friday 
11 great wines from $10.00

 YOU’RE INVITED! 4 p.m. until

To Mr. Carroll Lee Ashburn and the Kilmarnock Museum, the 
Town of Kilmarnock, and the members of our Community: 

We profoundly appreciate your diligent, tireless work to 
establish a historical marker memorializing the work of 
Dr. Morgan E. Norris, Sr.

The Norris Family

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Not all Nationwide affiliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide 
members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide, Nationwide Insurance, the Nationwide framemark, Nationwide is On Your Side and Join the Nation are service marks of Nationwide 
Mutual Insurance Company. ©2012 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved. NPR-0501M1 (07/12)

In the Nation, what matters to us is
what matters to you.

When it comes to protecting what you love, it’s not what 
you know, but who you know. Someone who cares about 
what you care about. At Nationwide Insurance, we call 
them agents. You’ll call them friends. We put members 
first, because we don’t have shareholders.

Join the Nation where protection is personal.

Join me in Kilmarnock.
Steve Eudy
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Rd.
(804) 435-3164

235 N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, Va.
(804) 435-6683

P.O. Box 445 Mathews, VA 23109

SINCE 1973

10541 Buckley Hall Rd.
Mathews, Va.

(804) 725-2555

Crawford
Moving & Storage, Inc.

The joke for years was that 
nine out of ten clouds pre-

ferred Syracuse. It was no dif-
ferent on November 22, 1963.

It was one of those typically 
swirly, windswept, grey fall 
days. There was no appreciable 
snow on the ground yet though 
you knew it was coming. A 
snap was in the air and the 
grass crunchy in the morning 
when stepped on. But it was 
Friday afternoon and the week-
end was in the offing.

We were in Mrs. Manning’s 
second grade class at Van 
Duyn Elementary School in 
that part of Syracuse called 
“The Valley.” Indeed, my father 
and his two brothers graduated 
from Valley High School. The 
Valley had a very “It’s a Won-
derful Life” feel to it, part 
small town, part rural. Lots of 
families, corner five and dime 
stores, coffee shops, churches 
and plenty of open spaces 
including pastures to chase 
cows in and gently rolling 
farmland where young chil-
dren could sled in the winter or 
pillage a farmer’s corn in the 
summer.

Frank Capra was from our 
neck of the woods, so it made 
sense that his roots were 
reflected in his movies.

Our second-grade world was 
made up of “Mike Mulligan 
and his Steam Shovel,” and 
“Dick and Jane,” learning cur-
sive by the Palmer Method and 
practicing in the school choir, 
getting ready for the Christmas 
Concert, where we sang of the 

Sorrow in the second grade: remembering JFK

Craig Shirley in 1966, with 
William F. Buckley Jr. in the 
background.

by Craig Shirley

birth of Jesus Christ, of Wise 
Men and Santa Claus.

Even as a 7-year-old, I was 
aware of President Kennedy. 
In our family, we lived, ate and 
breathed politics and public 
affairs, and dinners at our 
home were not for the faint of 
heart. Our parents pushed and 
provoked us to think but never 
lectured or indoctrinated us.

Like almost all in Upstate 
New York, the Shirleys were 
reliably Republican and yet, 
I have a vague recollection 
of telling my father in 1960 
that I preferred JFK to Rich-
ard Nixon because he was 
better looking. He chuckled 
and said I wasn’t alone in my 
thinking.

Sometime just after 2 
p.m., the principal, Ethel K. 
Wolcott, an attractive and 
slim 40ish woman who always 
wore pearls, opened the door. 

Her carriage and demeanor 
were always impeccable, but 
not this Friday afternoon. The 
mascara was streaming down 
her face and she simply choked 
out, “President Kennedy was 
shot and he is dead.”  That 
memory is as indelible for me 
as the news from Pearl Harbor 
was for my parents on Decem-
ber 7, 1941. I remember look-
ing at the clock in our class-
room as our stricken principal 
departed.

Mrs. Wolcott immedi-
ately closed the school and my 
brother, sister and I walked the 
mile and a half home, down 
Valley Drive. My father arrived 
home later that afternoon. 
He was a city firefighter and 
he always walked in the door 
just after 5 p.m. The sun had 
already set and our house was 
enveloped in darkness.

Our black and white televi-
sion was on, with the news 
of assassination, specula-
tion about motives, discus-
sion of funeral plans and other 
things way over the head of a 
7-year-old boy. I was just sad. 
And, I needed my father.

We had an antique coffee 
table that had once served 
as a cobbler’s bench. My 
father must have seen the look 
on my face because he came 
directly to me and stood me on 
that coffee table as he held me. 
We both cried, me uncontrol-
lably, buried in his arms, feel-
ing so indescribably miserable 
and yet so glad he was there.

There was an overwhelming 
sense of loss, something akin 
to what my father must have 

felt when his older brother was 
shot down and killed in the 
Pacific on January 20, 1945—
my uncle’s 20th birthday.

 In the years that would pass, 
we lost our father, our grandfa-
thers and grandmothers, uncles 
and aunts and a brother. Yet the 
death of John Kennedy was the 
first brush with death a 7-year-
old boy would come to under-
stand. No one in our house that 
day was a Republican. We were 
just terribly sad Americans.

Hemingway said all true sto-
ries end in death.

But no one was prepared for 
this death.

Craig Shirley is the author 
of two critically acclaimed 
bestselling books on Ronald 
Reagan’s campaigns and the 
New York Times bestseller, 
December, 1941: 31 Days That 
Changed America and Saved 
the World. He is the president of 
Shirley & Banister and divides 
his time between Alexandria 
and Lancaster. He is now work-
ing on several more books.

What’s happening around town?
www.RRecord.com

Do you remember?

Norris home place just south of Kilmarnock on Mary 
Ball Road. The structure had three rooms downstairs 
and three upstairs. It was demolished by the family in 

Dr. Norris died in 1966. An historical marker recognizing 
his accomplishments was dedicated November 16. This 

Journal and Guide (Norfolk). Most recently, it appeared 
in Fight on My Soul, by James E.C. Norris, M.D., and is 
used by the author’s permission. “Do You Remember?” 
is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Each November, our 
nation pauses to honor those 
who have honorably served 
our country through military 
service. Veterans Day pro-
vides an important reminder 
to citizens that our freedoms 
simply aren’t free.

This past year, I had the 
pleasure of visiting ser-
vice members deployed in 
Afghanistan, and forward 
deployed in Singapore, Aus-
tralia, Germany, Italy and 
Turkey. I recently spent a 
day in the woods with some 
of our Marines training at 
Quantico. 

On November 2, I met with 
veterans who serve on my 
Veterans’ Advisory Council 
and veterans of the Korean 
War. Our nation has learned 
much from what happened at 
the beginning of the Korean 
War. At that time, our coun-
try was not prepared to go to 
war. We did not ensure that 
our forces were ready for 
combat and we sent under-
trained and under-equipped 
service members into harm’s 
way. From that experience,
harsh lessons were learned 
that should direct our cur-
rent and future decision-
makers about investing in 
our service members.

Visiting with our current 

and former service members 
is an honorable and hum-
bling experience. Nothing 
makes me prouder than to be 
in the presence of men and 
women who are so faith-
ful and committed to this 
country and to defending 
the Constitution and honor-
ing the oath that they swore 
to uphold when they volun-
teered to serve.

I have also sworn an oath 
to uphold and defend the 
Constitution, “to provide 
for the Common  Defence.” 
I will not sit quietly and let 
our military deteriorate to 
the point where we might 
have to send our sons and 
daughters to combat unpre-
pared. As the chairman of 
the House Armed Services 
Readiness Subcommittee, 
I am committed to main-
taining the readiness of our 
forces—and those who sup-
port them. I will continue 
to press the Administration 
and the Pentagon on how our 
military will be prepared to 
f ight in the 21st century 
when decisions are being 
made to cut essential equip-
ment and training dollars for 
our troops.

Those who serve in our 
all-volunteer force deserve 
nothing less than a full com-

mitment from government 
to receive the benefits they 
have earned and deserve. 
That’s why, since being 
elected to serve in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
I have made it a priority to 
provide for those who are 
currently serving and to 
support legislation to meet 
current and future needs of 
veterans and service mem-
bers. The House recently 
passed important legislation 
affecting veterans. These 
bills help to uphold our 
nation’s commitment to 
those who have volunteered 
in her defense:

disability claims backlog at 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) by establishing 
a commission or task force 
charged with examining the 
root causes of the backlog 
and proposing solutions for 
eliminating it by 2015.

creation of an Economic 
Opportunity Administration 
within the VA, enabling the 
department to better focus 
on veterans’ transition to 
civilian life.

the VA Secretary to include 
an appeals form along with 
any benefits-denial notif i-
cation, institute key reforms 
to VA’s f iduciary program 
and provide honorary vet-
erans’ status to members 
of the National Guard and 
Reserves.

Earlier this year, the 
House also passed:

Emergency Medical Techni-
cian Support Act of 2013, 
which streamlines state 
requirements to assist vet-
erans who complete EMT 
training while serving in the 
Armed Forces to meet state 
EMT requirements

Heroes Act of 2013, which 
establishes a Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Special Assistant for 
Veterans Affairs.

To those who have so 
honorably served our 
nation: thank you all, from 
the bottom of my heart, for 
your service to this nation 
and for the service and sac-
rif ice of your families. And 
for all of the service mem-
bers—our future veterans—
deployed around the globe 
today, standing the watch 
in harm’s way and commit-
ted to the cause of freedom 
and the defense of America: 
thank you.
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18679 Eltham Road, West Point

Disclaimer: On in stock vehicles only. Prices exclude title, state and local taxes, tags and $299 processing fee. Sav-
ings on 2013 Taurus and 2013 Edge include all Manufacturer Rebates and dealer incentives in lieu of any APR

T9190

New 2013 Edge

Rivers Landing 
Bed & Breakfast 
and Event Center 

Come stay and play with us!
 Book us on airbnb.com or call 804-761-5111

 Like us on Facebook!

For Lease
Commercial Building

approximately 1500 square feet
Near The Shoe Store in Kilmarnock

Call Sam
(804) 436-2071

The Union and Confeder-
ate armies both spent Novem-
ber 1863 realigning them-
selves in the area between the 
Rappahannock and Rapidan 
rivers. Union forces that had 
retreated to Centerville during 
the Battle of Bristoe Station 
began to move back south fol-
lowing Lee’s withdrawal. The 
Union kept most of their sup-
plies safely behind their lines 
near Fairfax Court House.

Confederate forces, includ-
ing units from the Northern 
Neck, were repositioned from 
Orange County closer to the 
Rappahannock. Confederate 
cavalry shadowed Union move-
ments anticipating a possible 
offensive, while Union cavalry 
tracked Confederate positions 
to determine their strength and 
position. The opposing cavalry 
forces skirmished frequently 
throughout the winter, as did 
infantry units. The Confeder-
ates were greatly disadvan-
taged by a lack of adequate 
food for themselves and their 
horses. 

The 40th Virginia Infantry 
had planned to build winter 
quarters near Orange County 

Civil War Sesquicentennial
Courthouse, but on Novem-
ber 7 the men were ordered to 
cook two days’ worth of rations 
and prepare to move against 
the advancing Union enemy. 
That evening they repelled 
an attack by Union cavalry. 
On November 9, the regiment 
marched through falling snow 
to a former camp along the 
Rapidan. They headed toward 
Fredericksburg next, and along 
the Orange Plank Road on 
November 27 they came upon 
Confederate cavalry in a clash 
with Union cavalry.

Lee ordered his whole divi-
sion forward against the enemy, 
but this movement was later 
halted because some units were 
out of position. On November 
28, the infantry fell back across 
Mine Run and began digging 
earthworks.

The 9th Virginia Cavalry 
also experienced activity on 
November 7 when their bri-
gade met Union troops cross-
ing the Rappahannock into 
Culpeper County.  They skir-
mished below Brandy Station 
to provide cover for the with-
drawing Confederate infantry. 
By November 9, the infantry 
was behind the Rapidan and 
the cavalry was sent far to the 
left to protect their flank. The 

cavalry spent days in that posi-
tion with little or no food until 
returning to Orange County by 
November 13.

On November 10, Naomi 
Busch Cockrell of Miski-
mon received two letters 
from her husband, Dandridge 
Cockrell, in the 9th Virginia 
Cavalry. Naomi wrote back 
on November 15. She does 
not mention the frequent 
Union raids on the Northern 
Neck or other difficulties at 
home. Instead, she expresses 
concern that Dandridge has 
gone fighting again. (The 
Northern Neck community 
was still reeling from the loss 
and injury of many men during 
the Battle of Gettysburg in 
July. Dandridge had been 
wounded there in a saber fight). 

Naomi wants to know if 
Dandridge needs another 
saddle. She is disappointed that 
he sent back the new coat she 
had woven and sewn, stating, 
“I worked so hard to keep your 
poor body warm this winter, 
but I suppose you know best.” 
She also reports that the chil-
dren are still in school and that 
Buck has made a cow harbor 
and braced the hog pens. The 
hogs are fatting nicely. She is 
doing well with spinning yarn 

into cloth and making clothes 
for herself and the children. 
Naomi’s affectionate letter 
ends, “The children send their 
love to you. I send my best love 
to you. I hope that the Lord will 
bless you and take care of you.”   

This article is provided by 
the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library and Lan-
caster County Civil War Ses-
quicentennial Committee with 
assistance from Ed Trexler, 
author of Civil War Northern 
Neck. 

YOUR 
LETTERS

I find it interesting that the 
writer of “Move on” appearing 
in the November 14 Rappahan-
nock Record thinks someone 
with whom he disagrees politi-
cally should basically sit down 
and shut up. 

That’s exactly what dictator-
ships do. Those with opposing 
views aren’t allowed to express 
them. I’m not sure about whom 
or what letter he speaks, but it 
must have been spot on, as what’s 
occurring in our country now 
exactly follows the Communist 
plan for ultimate takeover.

And I’m afraid the world in 
general, the U.S. in particular, 
has not moved on from the ‘60s. 
Our country is now being run by 
the radicals of the ’60s.  So either 
this writer is of that persuasion, or 
he is just one more victim of the 
deliberate dumbing down of our 
educational system.

To whomever he is referring—
keep those letters coming, edu-
cating as many people as possible 
for as long as we still have the 
freedom to do so!

Ruth Mills,
Reedville

Keep writing 
those letters

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com

My two young grandchildren live half way across 
the country. I am very concerned that I am not 
doing a good job of building a relationship with 
them. There is a limit as to how often I can travel 
to see them. Do you have any suggestions on ways 
to keep in touch when we are apart?

With today’s society being such a mobile one, many grandparents 
are in the same situation. The first thing you should do is engage 
your child(ren) in the process. Tell them that you want to be more 
involved.They can help you learn about the stages the baby/toddler/
child is experiencing and what his or her interests are.

When the child is old enough to interact, whether on the phone, 
internet, or through mail, begin by engaging the child directly. Special 
efforts to communicate specifically with your grandchild(ren) 
will establish the foundation for a strong, long-term relationship. 
Frequent letters and “phone dates” will build your relationship.

Even before a child can read, he or she will be able to recognize 
his/her name on an envelope, and will love the feeling of importance 
implied by receiving mail or a special phone call.

For the computer-savvy, the internet can add an entirely new 
dimension to long-distance grandparenting. If your grandchild has 
his or her own email address, you can email, instant message, or set 
up a ‘chat date.’

When you are talking to your grandchild(ren), make notes about 
their interests, pet’s name, books they have been reading, doll’s 
name—anything you can repeat in the next conversation so that they 
know you have been listening.

You can also send a care package centered around a holiday, share 
photographs or music on CD. When you send these, write stories 
about the people in the pictures and tell them about the music.

You could send a CD of songs that have been favorites throughout 
your life. All of these things will communicate your interest and 
love. Children will respond positively to the special attention and 
care, allowing you the opportunity to know them better when you 
do visit.

 For answers to your questions on aging, visit seniornavigator.org.

ANSWERS ON AGING




