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Special education costs join debate over need for school nurse
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—A presentation
Monday night on the special education
program in Lancaster County Public
Schools left citizens and some board
members wondering how its growth
will affect next year’s school budget.
Program coordinator Alicia Carter
said 186 of Lancaster’s 1,300 school
children are in the special education
program, and that the number continues to rise.
Superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich
said the cost is much higher for special education and that the current program is underfunded.
“We realigned the program after the
teacher retired,” said Lukich. But he
cautioned that “nearly 20% of Lancaster students are in special education
programs,” which is much higher than
the state average of 8%.
Board member Patrick McCranie
said the ﬁgure is closer to 14.5%,
according to state records.
“Whether it’s 20 or 14.5, it’s way
over what it should be,” said member
Don McCann. “What can we afford?”
School ﬁnance director Sue Salg

said in addition to the higher cost of
special education and a 20% increase
in the number of children in the program, the district pays $600,000 to the
Northern Neck regional program.
Lisa Smith, parent of a severely
disabled child, challenged Lukich’s
numbers saying she couldn’t ﬁnd that
percentage anywhere on the Department of Education website. She said
the state ﬁgure for Lancaster is 14.3%.
A call to the three schools Tuesday
morning showed a total of 1,274 students enrolled, including 411 at the
primary school, 468 at the middle
school and 395 at the high school.
The number of special education students,186, computes to 14.6%.
Smith noted that as the medical ﬁeld
continues to improve in early detection of children with disabilities such
as autism, the numbers will continue
to increase.
However, during public comments
Smith said the school is in violation
of the law because they are denying
her child an education. If the school
won’t provide a full-time nurse, state
law requires them to fund her disabled
child’s education in an appropriate

Lisa Smith said, “If there is no
full-time nurse, my daughter
cannot attend school due to her
medically fragile situation.”

Superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich
spent 19 minutes discussing
citizen criticism of his handling
of the nursing issue.

facility, she said.
“My daughter had 102 seizures in
September. She went only six days
without a seizure. But teachers are not
trained in handling seizures,” which

jeopardizes her daughter’s life, Smith
told the board.
Last summer, she downloaded an
application for alternative education from the Virginia Department of

School board vice chair Ella Davis
listens to Lukich’s comments.

Education website after discovering
the Lancaster schools website had a
broken link to the proper local forms.
However, her application was repeatSPECIAL Ed, continued on page A2

Stumbling onto history: ‘Tourists’ see grist mill in operation
by Audrey Thomasson

I

t’s not often that I have the chance to explore historic sites as a tourist rather
than a reporter assigned to a story.
However, a couple of weeks ago, when my sister visited from Wala Wala,
Wash., it was the perfect opportunity to follow Virginia’s history trail and do
touristy things.
One of the most fascinating things we found was a water-powered gristmill
still grinding corn into meal just as it did some 280 years ago at Stratford Hall
Plantation.
On a stop at Gen. Robert E. Lee’s birthplace, we were lucky enough to ﬁnd the
road to the gristmill open. It’s a very steep, very narrow, single lane dirt road that
is closed with the slightest adverse weather conditions. But on this sunny autumn
afternoon, it was open for exploration in my rugged SUV.
At the bottom of the hill, we arrived at what was—in 1759—Stratford Landing, a public wharf and tobacco inspection station. The Lee family expanded the
commercial aspects of the plantation by building a wharf and mill to take in produce from neighboring farms, reﬁne it and send products out.
Today, nothing is left of the wharf, but we found the gristmill in full operation. Of
course, it is not the original plantation mill of the 18th century. While the mill was
reconstructed several times over the years, the current mill was built in 1939 on the
original foundation and patterned after the Lees’ mill. The pond also had to be rebuilt
after the dam collapsed in 1905 and the land became overgrown with trees.
On the day of our visit, the gates of the upper pond were open allowing water
to rush through a wooden canal system and ﬂow onto the horizontal slats of a
huge waterwheel spinning it around. The trunk of a large oak tree serves as a
shaft extending from the wheel to an intricate assortment of wooden gears on the
building’s lower ﬂoor.
A man called out from inside the structure inviting us to come in and view the
operation.
Steven Bashore operates
the grist mill at Stratford Hall
on second Saturdays April
through October. But on this
Stratford Hall Plantation’s water powered gristmill
weekday, the old wooden
wheels were turning.
“You’re in luck. We’re just
ﬁnishing up operations,” said Bashore. “The gift shop needs to ﬁll
some orders, so we’re running the mill today to catch up.”
Produce grown on the plantation is ground into pancake ﬂour,
white corn grits and white corn meal, yellow corn meal, and on
occasion, whole wheat ﬂour. It is packaged for sale in the gift
shop.
Bashore also serves as Mount Vernon’s manager of the gristmill,
distillery, farm and blacksmith shop.
On this day he was at Stratford, slowly feeding kernels of corn
into the hopper, which drops the corn into a hole in the center of
the top stone. The kernels are ground into meal between layers of
stones.
“The stones have groves that rip it down to meal or ﬂour before
it drops down a spout to the ﬂoor below and into a sifter which
separates the hull from the ﬂour,” he explained.
The waterwheel turns the main shaft (the oak tree) which drives
the wooden gears to rotate the mill stone and drive the sifter—all
part of the wonder of water power.
According to Bashore, the Lees’ gristmill allowed them to grind
meal from area farms which they then made into bread for sale
and shipped out to islands in the Bahamas.
Not to feel left out, we hit the plantation’s gift shop as any good
tourist should. The ﬂour is package in two-pound paper sacks and
shares the spotlight with other plantation and Virginia products.
If you decide to tour Stratford Hall this holiday season, try a
Steven Bashore feeds kernels of corn
taste
straight from history and buy some for your friends as well.
into the center hole of the grinding
It’s a great holiday gift idea.
stones.
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edly denied by the schools’
central ofﬁce because of such
things as a missing signature
line for the superintendent on
the state form, she said.
When Smith contacted the
state about the situation, they
accused her of being in violation of state law regarding compulsory attendance.
“Seriously, I have done what
I know to do to be compliant.
There is no communication
from the school system; I am
the one in the wrong?”
Smith noted her child’s neurologist is Lt. Governor-elect
Dr. Ralph Northam and that
he continues to monitor her
daughter and the Lancaster
school district’s handling of
her case.
“If you cannot answer my
question about who is keeping checks and balances on our
school division, maybe the legislature can,” said Smith.
Lindsay Bishoff, parent of
a primary school child who
requires doses of medication
during the school day, chastised
the superintendent for not ﬁnding a resolution to the school
nursing issue and asserting his
power over everyone. Referring
to the board’s decision not to
renew Lukich’s contract and the
shift in power on the board after
last week’s election, she said
she now has hope.
“I don’t want something
bad to happen to my child or
another student while some
of you are playing political games or just ﬂat out
not paying attention to what
you are signing off on in the
budget,” Bishoff said.
In response to Smith and
Bishoff, Lukich called their
comments “false allegations.”
He said, “The proper way
to address verbal attacks and
disparaging remarks is not
to address that.” Referring to
the political campaign of the
two candidates for governor,
he noted they “tore each other
apart. To engage in the political scene over a school nurse...
is meaningless. I accept any
criticism. But when it is political criticism over an election or
my contract, that allows me to
speak more frankly.”
Lukich went on for 19 minutes blaming the board of
supervisors and school board
for eliminating the school nurse
position.
“This is not my budget. I
don’t vote on it,” said Lukich.
“The school board voted for it...
they took it out of the budget...I
have no say.”
He also claimed the Lancaster Board of Supervisors
“arbitrarily and capriciously”
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cut the budget. He said only two
supervisors had the courage to
support additional funding.
“From the standpoint of
who’s interested in kids—let
me say we’re interested in kids,
this board’s interested in kids,”
he said. “This is one of the few
places I’ve seen where children
are a political ping pong ball.
It’s unfortunate. Thank you for
the opportunity to settle this
right.”
Board member Bob Smart
said he and member Patrick
McCranie asked for two special
meetings to resolve the school
nurse situation. Demonstrating
the importance of the position,
Smart said, “The population of
this county is such that a school
nurse is probably the only time
some of these kids will ever see
a nurse. We do care about the
children.”
Smart noted that supervisors
said the schools have the money
in their budget and the county
would be willing to move
money between categories
should the school board make
a request.
“He’s putting the blame on
the board of supervisors. Don’t
buy it,” said Smart.
In other business, the board
approved a resolution to join
with other school districts in
calling on the General Assembly to re-examine Standards of
Learning tests as the best way
to assess and measure accountability in learning.
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KILMARNOCK—A state
historical marker issued by the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources honoring Dr.
Morgan E. Norris, the Northern Neck’s ﬁrst African-American physician, will be dedicated Saturday, November 16.
The unveiling ceremony will
begin at 2 p.m., at the sign’s
location at 16078 Mary Ball

Correction
In the November 7 edition,
we erroneously reported that
Gerald Howard was an incumbent Northumberland school
board member in District 3.
In fact, he replaced Myrtle
Phillips, who did not seek reelection.
We also reported Mecklenburg County surrounds Charlottesville. In fact it is in south
central Virginia on the North
Carolina border, west of South
Boston. It contains the beautiful Occoneechee State Park.
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Sneak peak
WHRO development director Virginia Thumm gave
members of the Woman’s Club of White Stone a preview
of the season opener of the popular Downton Abbey.
Maggie Smith is seen on the screen behind Thumm as
she brings the sneak peak to a close. WHRO in Norfolk
MWE4&7EJ½PMEXI±;,63[EWWXEVXIHF]WGLSSPW]WXIQW
of Hampton as a way of teaching children through
television. HRO stands for Home Room One,” said
Thumm. Middlesex is the newest school system to buy
into the station at $2 a student—about $2,000. Photo by
Audrey Thomasson.

REEDVILLE—The body of
missing Omega Protein ﬁsherman, Bernard Redmond, was
recovered in the Chesapeake
Bay last Thursday, according
to the company’s director of
public affairs Ben Landry.
Redmond had been missing
since October 28 when he presumably fell overboard at night
while Omega’s 170-foot F/V
Fleeton was travelling south in
the bay toward ﬁshing grounds.
The captain and crew could not
locate Redmond onboard the
vessel and notiﬁed the U.S.
Coast Guard, said Landry.
Redmond, 32, of Lancaster
was serving as a crewman. His
body was recovered by the Virginia Marine Police, in coordination with the U.S. Coast
Guard, about ﬁve miles east of
Gwynn’s Island, according to
Landry.
The Coast Guard had suspended its search and rescue
efforts on October 30, at which
time Omega continued its own
search efforts.
“The Omega Protein family
sends our thoughts and prayers
to the family and friends of our
lost colleague,” said Landry.
An obituary appears on page
B5.

Marker honoring Dr. Norris to be dedicated Saturday

Subscribe to the Record!
For papers mailed to addresses
in Lancaster, Northumberland,
Richmond, Westmoreland
and Middlesex counties:

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Name:_________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________

Road, just south of Kilmarnock, which marks the site
of Norris’s former home and
medical ofﬁce.
Speakers
will
include
Kilmarnock Mayor Raymond
Booth, Dr. Morgan E. Norris
III, and Pam Schenian of the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources. An invocation
will be given by Demetrius
Means and a tribute by Norris
family friend and author Mary
Jones Day will be read.
Born in 1883, Dr. Norris
practiced medicine from 1917
to 1964 and opened “specialty
surgical clinics” that served
“all races,” the marker notes.
In 1928, he led efforts that
resulted in the ﬁrst brick elementary school for black children in the Northern Neck. He
also helped “to secure free bus
transportation for black school
children” in 1939 and led the
Northern Neck Progressive
Association’s annual fair from
1927 until 1957.
Norris, who died in 1966,
was “the second black trustee
of Hampton University, and the
ﬁrst black coroner in the state,”
according to the marker.
The sign is sponsored by the

Kilmarnock Museum, which
covered the costs of its manufacture and installation. The
text was approved by the Board
of Historic Resources in June.

FYI

River Market
Prime Rib Dinner
$16.99
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Treat yourself and your family or friends
on an eat out at

The THAI POT restaurant
36 N Main Street in Kilmarnock
We genuinely have a gem of a restaurant in our town.
The food is very well prepared using fresh ingredients
while you can order it as (little) spicy as you want.
We have been in many places on our travels and can
confirm that with THAI POT, our town has a top class
restaurant. Check it out for yourselves.
Just happy customers Hans and Marian Weenink, Wicomico Church.
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This winter…
Let us be your pride and joy’s home
away from home

■ Tractors, trucks
and toys
The Warsaw Richmond
County Main Street Program
will hold the third annual
“Tractors, Trucks and Toys
Christmas Parade” and “Santa
Land” in Warsaw on December
1.
Activities will include visits
with Santa from 1 to 3 p.m. on
the courthouse steps, toy donations for “Christmas Wishes,”
a parade at 3 p.m. from Times
Square Shopping Center to
Rappahannock
Community
College, and a “Duck Dynasty”
look-alike contest. Parade
entry forms can be obtained
from wrcmsp.com, or contact
wrcmsp@gmail.com.

Conveniently located on the Eastern
Branch of Carters Creek
Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage
50-ton travel lift and
9 feet at mean low water

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington
(804) 438-5563
A Full Service Boatyard

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Reverse Mortgage Discussion
Email: ____________________________ Phone: ____________________________
Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________
Signature: ____________________________________________________________

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.
0 / "OX  s +ILMARNOCK 6!  
0HONE    EXT  OR EMAIL CIRCULATION RRECORDCOM

Reverse Mortgage
Banker
NMLS #499853
Email: davidfarley@atlanticbay.com
NMLS # 72043 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)

Please join us for a discussion about the new
Reverse Mortgage programs which became
effective October 1st. We will also discuss
upcoming changes coming in January 2014.
Seniors, relatives and advisors are urged to
attend. I look forward to seeing you!
Date: November 16, 2013
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Place: Lancaster Community Library,

435 School St. Kilmarnock, VA. 804-435-1729

/MPQEVRSGO  :MVKMRME













RAPPAHANNOCK
RECORD



Kilmarnock-Lancaster Rescue Squad finances
are under investigation by Virginia State Police
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—A local volunteer
rescue squad is the focus of a police
investigation into alleged misappropriation of funds.
Kilmarnock Police Chief Mike Bedell
and state police spokesman Sgt. Thomas
Molner conﬁrmed earlier this week that
Virginia State Police Bureau of Criminal Investigation in Richmond is assisting Kilmarnock police in investigating a
possible misappropriation of funds at the
Kilmarnock-Lancaster Volunteer Rescue
Squad (KLVRS).
According to Chief Bedell, police
were called in about three weeks ago
by Tina Sanford, the squad’s new president, to investigate a possible theft after
a locked ﬁling cabinet was forced open

and a laptop computer was missing.
“It was obviously done by someone
internally,” said Chief Bedell, because
there was no forced entry into the facility. “During the course of the investigation, other questions came up that led the
squad to ask us to look at their paperwork. At that point, we asked state police
for help in examining ﬁnancial records.”
Bedell would not conﬁrm if the investigation was focused on any member. He
emphasized that should the investigation
uncover any ﬁnancial improprieties, the
rescue squad is the victim.
When contacted about the police
investigation, KLVRS ofﬁcers refused to
comment.
“We’re handling that internally,” said
squad captain Debbie Packy Wilson.
“We’re not commenting on that right now.”

On advice of their attorney, James
Breeden, the squad leaders cancelled
an interview with the Rappahannock
Record.
“I’m happy Kilmarnock police are
working with state police in their investigation,” said Breeden.
According to the most recent tax
records ﬁled in March 2012, the squad
had $3.029 million in assets with no liabilities. Some $645,749 of that amount
was in equipment and the squad building. The bulk of the assets was in security
investments at $2,028,434, while another
$354,765 was in savings and cash.
According to county ofﬁcials, the
squad has continually refused to allow
an audit even at the county’s expense.
Lancaster County contributes $50,000 in
taxpayer funds to KLVRS each year.

Sheriff requests help
in solving robbery at
Dollar General Store

KPD gets new cruiser
3J½GIV 8SRM 'S\ SJ XLI /MPQEVRSGO 4SPMGI (ITEVXQIRX
displays a new police cruiser. The cruiser arrived here
Thursday, November 7. The department can now
consider retiring one of its older cruisers, said Chief Mike
Bedell. Photo by Renss Greene

LIVELY—Lancaster County
deputies responded about 9:30
p.m. November 11 to a robbery
at the Dollar General Store in
Lively, Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
reported on Tuesday morning.
According to the sheriff, two
masked men armed with pistols
forced their way into the store
as an employee was locking the
door at the close of business.
The robbers forced both
employees to the ofﬁce and
demanded money from the safe.
One employee was struck in the
head with a pistol and required
emergency medical treatment.
The robbers ﬂed with an undisclosed amount of money.

Robber 1 is described as a
light-skin black male, thinner
than Robber 2, and wearing
glasses, brandishing a silver/
chrome-colored revolver.
Robber 2 is described as a
darker-skinned black male, who
brandished a dark blue/black
revolver.
Both men escaped on foot and
were last seen heading towards
the intersection of Mary Ball and
Alfonso/Morattico roads.
Anyone with any information
about this robbery is asked to
call Crime Solvers at 462-7463.
A reward of up to $1,000 will be
paid for information of value in
solving this violent crime.
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

How Much Are You Worth?

Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?
Find out by having yours appraised.
Certified Gemologist
By Appointment
Thursday, November 21, 2013
10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS

Man charged with firing gun in public
by Renss Greene
KILMARNOCK—A
21-year-old Lancaster man
ﬁred a gun four times in the
Kilmarnock Walmart parking
lot about 9 p.m. November
8, according to Kilmarnock
Chief of Police Mike Bedell.
Corey Devon Moody Jr.

had a verbal confrontation
with four other shoppers
in Walmart. They followed
Moody into the parking lot,
where Moody retrieved a
handgun from his vehicle and
ﬁred it four times into the air,
said Chief Bedell.
Moody has been charged
with discharging a ﬁrearm in

CRIME SOLVERS
The Lancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information on
cases involving break and enter
and stolen property.
On October 10, the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce
took a report of property that
was stolen from 1696 Irvington
Road. Missing items include a
Poulin chain saw and a Homelite chain saw.
On October 11, Lancaster
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce took
a report of a stolen Play Station 111 and the controller
from 486B Wilson Lane. Entry
was made sometime between
7:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
The Lancaster County
Crime Solvers also seeks information on the whereabouts of
two wanted persons.
John Robert George, 24, is
wanted for probation violation,
original charge of possession
of a controlled substance. He is
described as a white male with
blond hair, blue eyes, facial
hair and a tattoo on right arm.
He is 5 feet 9 inches tall and is
of small build. It is possible he
has left the area.
Jeffrey Wayne Ferguson, 39,
is wanted for failure to appear
in Lancaster Juvenile and
Domestic Court on October
8. He is described as a white
male with black hair and brown
eyes. He is 5 feet 10 inches tall.
His last known address was
1111 22nd Street, Newport
News.
Report related information on any of these crimes or

Rappahannock Record
Deadlines
Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.
Classiﬁed Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON
News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

wanted persons to Lancaster
County Crime Solvers, 4627463.
You do not have to give your
name or appear in court. You
could receive a reward up to
$1,000 for information that is
useful to law enforcement.

a public place, a class 1 misdemeanor. Chief Bedell said
he will discuss bringing additional charges against Moody
with the Commonwealth’s
Attorney, including reckless
endangerment.
“I feel like it’s too easy of a
charge,” said Chief Bedell. “To
be able to take a handgun out
in the middle of a parking lot
and shoot it up in the air three
or four times. The bullets have
got to come back down.
“People have got to be held
responsible for their actions.”
Kilmarnock Police did not
identify the other four people
involved in the incident.
Moody sought warrants
against the four other people, but
was denied, added Chief Bedell.

Adventure Travel presents...

Memorials of War:
Normandy & Paris

With optional 3-Night London Post Tour Extension

June 26 - July 5, 2014

YOU’RE INVITED TO A SPECIAL
TRAVEL PRESENTATION
NOVEMBER
21 AT 2:00 P.M.
BOOK NOW
CALL FOR DETAILS
& SAVE

$250

RSVP to 804-436-9200

Per Person

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200
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White Stone Town Council sets hearing on comprehensive plan
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—Town council got a quick ﬁrst look at an
updated comprehensive plan last Thursday and decided to set a
public hearing on the revision at its December meeting.
There isn’t anything controversial in the revised plan, no
proposed taxes or boundary line adjustments, said councilman
David Jones, who recommended council schedule a public hearing immediately following the planning commission’s public
hearing on the plan.
“All they did was update the current information,” including
maps, charts and census information, added Jones.
According to town manager Patrick Frere, the planning commission of Ginger Philbrick, Paul Elbourn and chairman John
Taliaferro has been reviewing and updating the town’s comprehensive plan since July. The commission’s strategy included ﬁrst
focusing on updating the existing plan and then incorporating
proposals by Virginia Commonwealth University graduate students Beau Hubbard and Andrea Pruett. The commission will

consider the graduate students’ plans in 2014.
The planning commission will hold its public hearing on the
revised plan at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, December 5, in the town
ofﬁce. Town council meets that same night at 7 p.m., to hold its
hearing on the plan.
White Stone’s comprehensive plan was last adopted in November 2000, according to Frere.
“There’s a lot of information to digest,” said Major Lloyd B.
Hubbard. “And I want to thank [the planning commission] for
your hard work.”
Jones made the motion to schedule the hearing and councilman Irving Brittingham seconded it. The motion passed unanimously, 4-0, with Jones, Brittingham, Randy Reeves and Blair
Kenyon voting in favor. Council members William Hubbard, Joe
Sliakis and Jennifer Hodges were absent.
Frere also alerted council of an upcoming public hearing
before the planning commission on a rezoning request for .465
acre on Rappahannock Drive adjacent to White Stone Family
Practice. According to Frere, the planning commission will hold

a public hearing on the request at 7 p.m. Thursday, November
21, at the town ofﬁce. Hurst Harvey has a contract to purchase
the property in order to locate an automated car wash at the site.
Council also voted unanimously to invite investment advisor
Keith Hudgins of Davenport and Company to its next meeting to
discuss ﬁnancial investment opportunities.
In other business, council voted unanimously, 4-0, to hire
Bruce Coor as a deputy. Reeves made the motion to hire Coor
as a part-time deputy to Chief Cliff Dawson following a brief
executive session.

Brighton Trunk Show!
Nov. 15th 4-6pm

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett reports
the following nine arrests during
the past week:

Felonies

John C. Robbins, 27, of the
4400 block of Windmill Point
Road was charged November 5
with two counts of burglary and
two counts of grand larceny.
Terrell M. Noel, 37, of Lancaster Creek Drive was charged
November 6 with a felony probation violation and contempt of a
Northumberland County Court.
Kevone T. Williams, 22, of
James Wharf Road was charged
November 8 with grand larceny
of an auto.
Mario R. Wells, 40, of Highland Springs was charged
November 9 with felony manufacturing narcotics and misdemeanor charges of entering property with the intent to damage
in an Henrico County case and
domestic assault and battery in
an Albermarle County case.
Jacob C. Lewis, 23, of Yankee
Point Road was charged November 9 with felony distribution of
marijuana.

Misdemeanors

A Campbell Road man, 33,
was charged November 7 with
domestic assault and battery.
A Topping area man, 23, was
charged November 7 with failure
to appear in court.
A North woman, 23, was
charged November 11 with contempt of court.
A Paynes Creek Road man,
51, was charged November 12
with failure to appear in court.

Activity reports

November
4:
Staff
responded to a disturbance call
on James Wharf Road; checked
on the well-being of a Keep Safe
program participant after prearranged telephone contact could
not be made (telephone line
problem); responded to the 7500
block of River Road on a complaint of someone repeatedly
ringing a door bell and leaving
before the resident answers the
door, and to a domestic disturbance/trespass complaint in the
1200 block of River Road.
November
5:
Staff
responded to a possible attempt
to fraudulently gather personal
identifying information (complaint made by an out-of-state
resident who owns property on
Churchill Circle); received a
motorist’s complaint of a reckless driver on Courthouse Road
(no ofﬁcers in position to intercept the vehicle), to Black Stump
Road on a motorist’s complaint
of a pedestrian interfering with
trafﬁc, to an E911 disconnect
that originated in the Millenbeck
area (children playing on the
phone), and with the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD)
to a disturbance call in the 100

block of Irvington Road; and
received a larceny report from
a Summers Lane resident (cash,
assorted ﬁne jewelry, $79,720
loss).
November
6:
Staff
received a complaint from a
school bus driver of vehicles
failing to stop while the bus was
loading/unloading children in the
area of Whites Lane (Lively) to
Devils Bottom Road; responded
with Virginia State Police (VSP)
to an overturned vehicle crash
near Mary Ball and Kamps
Mill roads, to a disturbance call
between neighbors on Campbell Road, and with KPD to East
Church Street on a drunk and
disorderly conduct complaint.
November
7:
Staff
responded to a domestic disturbance/assault call on Campbell
Road, to Lancaster Creek Drive
for disturbance over personal
property ownership, to West
Point Road on a report of a juvenile shooting out windows of a
house ($250 damages, no shooting involved, damages were
caused by other means; juvenile
taken into custody, juvenile probation ofﬁcer ordered the child
be released to the grandfather,
juvenile petition to follow), and
to a noise violation complaint
on Wild Flower Lane; notiﬁed the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT) of
a large animal carcass being a
trafﬁc hazard near Mary Ball
and Methodist Church roads;
and received a motorist’s report
of a drunk/reckless driver in the
Morattico Road-Lively area;
November
8:
Staff
responded to Carlson Lane to
assist the Department of Social
Services (DSS)with a possible
abuse/neglect complaint, with
the DSS to Churchﬁeld Lane
for the emergency removal of
children from a home, to the
800 block of Nuttsville Road to
check on the well-being of three
juveniles without adult supervision (no one at the address provided), and with KPD to a shots
ﬁred call on Old Fairground Way
(KPD case; subject was surrendered by a family member and
released on bond); received an
assault complaint from a Nuttsville Road resident (responding
deputy could not make contact
with the complainant), a walk-in
complaint of an employer refusing to release ﬁnal wages (civil
incident only), and a residential
burglary report from the 400
block of Newtown Road (Onkyo
AV receiver, Franshi 12 gauge
shotgun, Remington 12 gauge
shotgun, Wii game system controller, assorted liquor, Crown
Royal bag with assorted change;
$1,625 loss); and investigated a
suspicious activities complaint
at an abandoned house on Norwood Church Road.

November
9:
Staff
responded to an E911 disconnect call on Pinckardsville
Road (children playing on the
phone), to Wild Flower Lane on
a property line dispute between
neighbors; received a motorist’s
complaint of a reckless driver
entering the county from Greys
Point (vehicle was intercepted by
the White Stone Police Department (WSPD); notiﬁed VDOT
of a trafﬁc control sign needing to be replaced on Goodluck
Road; executed a search warrant
for narcotics at an Oak Hill Road
residence (two subjects taken
into custody); received a destruction of property report from the
4200 block of Lara Road (door
jamb; $60 loss); and staff was
involved in a deer strike accident
in the area of Oak Hill Road.
November
10: Staff
responded with KPD to a
reported domestic disturbance
on East Church Street (subjects
were gone on arrival), to a trespass complaint on Benson Lane
(domestic related incident), to
a suspicious vehicle complaint
in the 6000 block of Windmill
Point Road (only vehicle located
was the newspaper delivery
person), to a suspicious vehicle
complaint on Millenbeck Road
(subject stopped to use the cellphone), and to an E911 disconnect call on Fleets Bay Road (no
emergency services needed).
November
11: Staff
received a larceny report from a
Cherry Point Drive resident, and
a destruction of property report
from a Yopps Cove residence
(door pane; $50 loss); responded
with KPD to a disorderly conduct complaint on North Main
Street, to a domestic disturbance
(adult siblings) on Wilson Lane,
to a possible credit/debit card
fraud complaint on lberis Road,
and shortly after 9:30 p.m. staff
responded to a robbery call at the
Dollar General Store in Lively
(see related story on page A3).
November 12: Staff conducted a well-being check on
residents in the 9800 block of
Jesse duPont Highway at the
request of a concerned citizen
(no emergency services needed).
The sheriff’s staff also conducted 18 trafﬁc stops last week,
issued two summonses, assisted
three motorists, recorded seven
deer strike reports, provided trafﬁc control once, responded to
nine building alarms, served one
mental health order, logged four
prisoner transports and received
three calls for animal control services.

VA benefits and met privately with a number of veterans and assisted them in
filing claims with the Veterans Administration, said
Osteen. This was an opportunity for veterans to have
direct assistance and expertise in the preparation and
filing of their claims.
The American Legion is
the largest veterans organization in the nation with
nearly 3 million members.
The Legion has its origins in
the close of World War I and
is the only veterans organization chartered by Congress. It crafted the legislation and was the foremost

Nov. 16th 10am-5pm

Door Priz
es!

Specials!

Register to win Brighton
TVOHMBTTFT OFDLMBDFTFBSSJOHT
&OKPZXJOFSFGSFTINFOUT

Felonies

David W. Haines, 29, of Callao
was charged November 5 with
grand larceny on a direct indictment from the Northumberland
County Circuit Court.
Kathryn Elizabeth Hensley, 30,
of Farnham was charged November 7 with failing to appear in the
Northumberland County General District Court on charges
of credit card larceny and credit
card fraud. Hensley was arrested
by the King and Queen County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
William S. Diller Jr., 22, of
Lottsburg was charged November 10 with felony breaking and
entering, misdemeanor charges
of assault and battery, destroying property and being drunk in
public.
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Our Fall Sale
Begins November 14th!
Select

Dresses, Sportswear,
Fall Shoes & Accessories

Misdemeanors

30% OFF

A Heathsville woman, 56, was
charged November 5 with violating a parking meter regulation.
This was a Winchester summons.
A Heathsville man, 28, was
charged November 6 with assault
and battery of a family member.
A Heathsville man, 37, was
charged November 6 with failing to pay child support. He was
arrested by the Lancaster County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
A Heathsville woman, 19, was
charged November 6 with assault
and battery.
A Hague man, 33, was charged
November 9 with shoplifting
from the Callao ABC Store.
A Heathsville man, 27, was
charged November 9 with assault
and battery.

Fall TOMS - 25% OFF
Buy 1 pair of Earrings &
Get a 2nd pair 1/2 price!
PLUS: All Home Accessories are
30% OFF through November 30th.
T H E DA N DELION
Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts
Irvington, Virginia
Hours: Monday - Saturday 10:00 - 5:00
 tXXXUIFEBOEFMJPODPN

In the Nation, what matters to us is
what matters to you.

Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded to a
ﬁre alarm and a smoke report on
Heatherﬁeld Court, to a trafﬁc
crash at Mary Ball and Kamps
Mill roads, to a controlled burn

Adams Post 86 hosts coffee
KILMARNOCK—Adams
Post 86 of the American
Legion hosted a Coffee for
Veterans November 9 at the
Post Home, 882 Waverly
Avenue, Kilmarnock.
Veterans from Kilmarnock
and other parts of Lancaster
County attended, some with
their spouses, and enjoyed
coffee, doughnuts and other
refreshments, reported post
adjutant Michael Osteen.
The event provided those
veterans, spouses and members of Post 86 an opportunity to meet and socialize.
A fully certified American Legion service officer
answered questions about

Christmas Open House!

on Mount Olive Road, and with
the White Stone Volunteer Fire
Department and the Department
of Forestry to a brush/grass ﬁre at
the Tartan golf course.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a carbon dioxide alarm on
Gosline Walk.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Chuck
Wilkins reported the following
nine arrests during the past week:

proponent of the World War
II GI Bill.
Adams Post 86 was established in 1919 and was one
of the earliest Posts organized in Virginia. It was
named in honor of Rob
Adams, an Army medic and
the only service member
from Kilmarnock to give
his life in World War I, said
Osteen. Adams was killed
while assisting another soldier who cried out for help
in no man’s land at the front
lines of that conflict.
The American Legion
continues to work with Congress to keep veterans’ care
in the forefront, he said.

When it comes to protecting what you love, it’s not what
you know, but who you know. Someone who cares about
what you care about. At Nationwide Insurance, we call
them agents. You’ll call them friends. We put members
ﬁrst, because we don’t have shareholders.
Join the Nation where protection is personal.

Join me in Kilmarnock.
Steve Eudy
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Rd.

(804) 435-3164
Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Not all Nationwide affiliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide
members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide, Nationwide Insurance, the Nationwide framemark, Nationwide is On Your Side and Join the Nation are service marks of Nationwide
Mutual Insurance Company. ©2012 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved. NPR-0501M1 (07/12)
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The Agenda

Red Cross announces
Touching Lives Tour in
memory of Jamie Alga

Local Government News
HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland supervisors will
hold a public hearing Thursday, November 14, on a proposal to
allow tourist homes by right in certain areas of the county.
The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. at the courts building, Heathsville. Hearings begin at 7 p.m.
The planning commission recommends approval of the ordinance amendment regarding tourist homes.
The board also will hear a request by Richard and Dianne Saunders for an exception to the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area
Ordinance to allow construction of an addition to their house.
The proposed addition would fall partly within the the Resource
Protection Area buffer along Indian Creek.
LANCASTER—The planning commission for Lancaster County will hold a public hearing Thursday, November
14, on a proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance regarding
the installation of single-pole high-speed data communication
antennas. The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. at the county administration building in Lancaster.
As proposed, antennas of less than 100 feet in height erected in
any zoning district except the waterfront overlay district, would
not require a hearing or be subject to permit fees.
IRVINGTON—Town council will review applicants for
the planning commission at tonight’s (November 14) meeting,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in town hall on Steamboat Road.
Luther Ghorley of Aqua Virginia will address the council
regarding the town water system. Also on the agenda, members
will hear updates on proposed improvements to the Chesapeake
Drive entrance to town property near the Commons.
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council will
adopt a resolution opting out of the Virginia Retirement System
at its meeting Monday, November 18, according to Town Manager Tom Saunders.
Council will meet at 7 p.m. at the town hall at 1 North Main
Street, Kilmarnock.
The town will continue to use its Virginia Municipal League
insurance plan, said Saunders.
“We’re saving about 20% on premiums versus the VRS rate,”
he said.
The town also will announce it has been given custody of
the Kilmarnock High School World War II Roll of Honor. The
plaque will be on display in the town hall.
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Crystal winner

KILMARNOCK—The
River Counties Chapter of the
American Red Cross recently
announced the Touching Lives
Tour will be held from 1 to 2
p.m. December 11 in memory
of Jamie Alga.
Jamie Alga has been a huge
part of the lives of so many
through his work in volunteering and as a well-known
ﬁgure and businessman, said
executive director Juie Dudley.
For the past seven years, he
served as an ambassador of the
American Red Cross, River
Counties Chapter, as a board
member supporting the Red
Cross mission, giving blood
at every blood drive and for
many years as treasurer.
“His compassion and dedication for the communities
we serve is seen every day in
some way on the Northern
Neck and Middle Peninsula,”
said Dudley.

Examples of the work board
members contribute include
assistance to families who are
burned out of their homes,
CPR or blood for accident
victims, emergency communication to those in military
service, disaster shelters and
joint funding with the YMCA
to provide swimming lessons
to second-graders.
“Our condolences go out
to the family in their time of
sorrow,” said Dudley. “The
Red Cross has lost a dedicated
family member who has grown
our community today and for
generations to come.”
The River Counties Chapter extends an invitation to
the community to attend the
Touching Lives Tour at the
Northern Neck Family YMCA,
39 William B. Graham Court,
Kilmarnock.
An obituary appears on
page B5.

Lancaster County Chapter No. 1406 of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy recently conducted a
VEJ¾IXSFIRI½XMXW'SRJIHIVEXI1SRYQIRXVIWXSVEXMSR
project. From left are restoration committee chairman ■ Clinical trials
The Alzheimer’s Association will present “The Path to Tomor7YWER,YHWSRERH;EXIVJSVHGV]WXEPVEJ¾I[MRRIV6SFMR
row’s
Treatments: Clinical Trials” at 1:30 p.m., December 5 at
McGuire. The UDC plans to restore the Confederate
Port Town Apartment Community Room, 111 Port Town Lane,
Monuments in Lancaster and Heathsville.

AREA EVENT

Fairfields festival squeezes
lemonade from rainy weather

LANCASTER—Supervisors will consider a special exception for a manufactured home at their Thursday, November 21,
BURGESS—The 18th annual
meeting. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the county adminisFairﬁelds Fall Festival survived
tration building in Lancaster.
Thomas Linwood Baugh seeks authorization to replace a man- wet weather.
Someone once said, “that when
ufactured home on a 0.17-acre parcel with a larger manufactured
you are served lemons, make lemhome. The property is at 43 Carlee Road.
onade” and that’s exactly what the
WHITE STONE—The planning commission for Fairﬁelds Fall Festival committee
White Stone will hold a public hearing at 7 p.m. Thursday, did, reported Bob Matthews.
For days leading up to the
November 21, on a rezoning request.
Hurst Harvey has a contract to purchase a .465 acre parcel on festival it rained, said Matthews.
Rappahannock Drive to establish an automated car wash. The The festival grounds were like a
property, owned by Virginia M. Jodon, trustee, is adjacent to swamp. On festival day October
12, there was a light drizzle most
White Stone Family Practice and zoned limited residential.
The intended use would require a general commercial designa- of the day.
However, the vendors who
tion.

Urbanna.
Donald and Christy Talbott will share their experience of clinical trials for Alzheimer’s and explain how to get involved. This
program is free and open to the public. For directions, call 6959382, or email egalloway@alz.org

showed up set up their booths on For Breaking News in the Northern NeckÊUÊRRecord.com
the asphalt parking lot, he said.
The children’s activities were
moved into the Fairﬁelds UMC
social hall. Attendance was good.
The food was good and plentiful.
“A good and wet time was had
Book them while they last, only a few
by all,” said Matthews.
of these special sessions left for November
Proceeds from the event will
be returned to the community in
the form of donations to not-forproﬁt activities, he said.
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Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

Focal Point

by Robert Mason Jr.

A November sunset on the Coan River in Lottsburg presents a beautiful impression
of the Northern Neck. What a difference a day makes—the day before there were
whitecaps on the river, but on November 2 the surface was smooth as glass...
beautiful!

Photo by Mary M. Belyea

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

Gobble, gobble.
In the last column prior to the Thanksgiving
holiday for some time now, I’ve reminded readers
(just shy of begging) to drop a turkey sandwich by
the ofﬁce.
And every year, I check the mail slot at the
front door of 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock to ﬁnd a colleague must have scarfed my
sandwich. Surely in all this time, someone has
responded to my plea.
This is not the last column prior to the holiday.
I’ve got at least two more opportunities to get the
word out.
However, it occurred to me that maybe I wasn’t
included in the head count as you prepared the
shopping list for your Thanksgiving dinner. I’m
not talking about a large volume of turkey here.
I’m just asking for a heaping helping of roasted
and sliced white meat between two slices of buttered bread with a dash or two of salt and black
pepper. I prefer white bread with my turkey, but
wheat, rye or pumpernickel would sufﬁce.
I also prefer a Virginia-grown bird. The stores
are full of them this time of year.
Virginia ranks ﬁfth nationally in turkey production, growing and processing 17 million birds in
2012. There are 300 turkey farm families in the
Commonwealth.
The Virginia Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services may be able to help you ﬁnd a
live grower/pick your own operation. The Virginia
Poultry Federation is another resource for processors and brands.
The Virginia Farm Bureau Federation (VFB)
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
also offer pointers when it comes to planning and
preparing your turkey.
Kendra Bailey Morris, cookbook author and
host of “Heart of the Home,” a cooking segment
on Real Virginia, VFB’s weekly television program, recommends 4 to 6 ounces of useable meat
per person. Count on feeding three people to a
pound of turkey.
“Many of the turkeys in retail stores in Virginia are actually locally grown, but with a few
exceptions, they are sold under a national label,”
said VFB commodity marketing specialist Tony
Banks. “Consumers who want to buy a local
turkey should check its origin with their stores or
look for opportunities to buy direct.”

While most people buy turkeys at supermarkets, they also can be ordered from butchers, and
some farms raise turkeys to sell directly to consumers. Check LocalHarvest.org/store/turkey.jsp
to ﬁnd a local turkey source near you.
According to a recent VFB press release, most
supermarkets carry fresh and frozen turkeys. A
frozen turkey must be thawed in the refrigerator
for several days.
“If you don’t let it thaw in the fridge, you can
end up with serious bacteria problems,” said
Morris. “If you don’t have the space in your fridge
to thaw the turkey, then buy fresh.” A rule of
thumb is one day of thaw time for every 4 pounds
of turkey.
The USDA recommends purchasing a fresh
turkey only when you will be cooking it within
two days. Always check the sell-by date on any
fresh or frozen turkey.
When roasting a turkey, the breast has a tendency to dry out before other parts are fully
cooked, cautioned Morris.
“I use an old family recipe to roast my turkey,
and the method is to roast the turkey upside down
for a period of time so the drippings from the dark
meat keep the drier breast meat juicy,” she said.
Morris likes to roast the bird breast-side-up at
400 degrees for 30 minutes, then lower the oven
temperature to 325 degrees for the reminder of the
cooking time. She also puts chicken broth in the
bottom of the roasting pan and places a piece of
aluminum foil loosely around the turkey in a tent
fashion to keep the wings from burning. Remember to baste the bird every hour.
During the last 45 minutes of roasting, remove
the foil tent, and ﬂip the turkey upside down.
When the turkey is done, ﬂip it breast-side-up,
and let it rest for at least 30 minutes before carving.
An unstuffed 20-pound bird will take around
ﬁve hours to fully cook, Morris said. The ﬁnished
internal temperature should read 175 degrees at
the thickest part of the leg and 165 degrees in the
breast.
As an incentive for that sandwich drop, I can
supply you with a ziplock plastic bag.
Although the ofﬁce will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, I will be checking the mail drop periodically; or you can contact me at 435-1701, ext.
25; 580-0685, or bmason@rrecord.com.

YOUR LETTERS
Blasphemy
A recent letter writer claims
that the 95% consensus
(regarding belief in anthropogenic global warming) is “not
based on opinion.” Indeed. It’s
a perfect example of conﬁrmation bias.
Actually there were two different “studies” (that I know of)
both indicating a 95+% consensus. The earlier one, a few
years ago, surveyed 10,000+
scientists. A few thousand
responded (as I recall). However, all but 97 (95 made up the
“consensus”) were discarded.
Discarding most responses
after receipt is a dubious process at best, and can only be
done if all information is available to .... skeptics. The questions put to the respondents
were sufﬁciently general that
even skeptics may have viewed
the queries as plausible. (i.e.,
do you think industrial activity may be impacting global
climate?) This survey was performed by a couple of academics. It was not a Gallup poll.
The Cook “study” involved
a review of numerous climate study documents for key
words. From this the “surveyors” determined how many of
the authors believed humans

were responsible for most of
the global warming. It turns
out that many of the papers
categorized as part of the “consensus” had been authored by
skeptics. In fact, a well-documented review of this “Cook
study” revised their 97% consensus down to less than 1%.
There are numerous climate
scientists who are skeptics, but
in science the truth is usually
not determined by votes.
To include the term “scientiﬁc method” in the same
breath as either of these two
surveys is blasphemy.
Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Be heard
against tourist
home change

On Thursday, November 14,
at 7 p.m. the Northumberland
County Board of Supervisors
will meet.
On the agenda is a hearing
to change the zoning ordinance
to include “Tourist Home” as a
permitted use.
Presently, to legally run a
“Tourist Home” (a commercial enterprise) in a residential neighborhood, the owner
has to apply for a Conditional
Use Permit. The procedure to
get a Conditional Use Permit

includes a sign prominently
displayed at the property and
a notice published in the local
newspapers before a hearing in
front of the board of supervisors. This procedure at least
gives the neighbors a chance to
object to this aberration in their
neighborhood.
The change, if approved,
will deny the neighborhood
the opportunity to object. Basically, it will be the same procedure that one must follow to
get a building permit.
It appears that our county
ofﬁcers have found that the
numerous requests for permits to have a tourist home
are an undue burden on their
resources. It seems like folks
who want to make money at
the expense of residents in a
neighborhood are being given
preference over the legitimate expectations of the great
majority of homeowners.
Ask yourself, “Do you want
a tourist home next door—
when you want to sell, will
buyers view your property
favorable with a tourist home
next door?”
If not, you best let the supervisors know you aren’t pleased
with what’s going on.
Richard E. Andersen,
Reedville

Quit playing
political games
I attended Tuesday’s school
board meeting to ask members
to fund the third nursing position.
We are halfway into the third
month of school and still nothing has been done except ﬁnger
pointing. This is another result
of a bad decision by Dr. Dan
Lukich.
I hope that in the near future
we can pick up the pieces he is
leaving behind so our children
don’t have to bear the burden
of his many poor decisions. It is
obvious he feels the need to bully,
insult, and/or attempt to assert his
power over everyone he comes
into contact with who does not
view him in the same light that he
seems to see himself, and this is
not helping our schools.
County supervisors say they
will not approve additional funding because the school system
already has the money in the
budget. Where is it?
I can’t understand why this
is an issue. How scary is it that
the people we elected to handle
these decisions cannot give us
any answers or account for this
money?
I appreciated hearing from two
of the ﬁve school board members
but was disappointed not to hear

from everyone.
Hopefully we have just taken
a big step in uncovering these
and other problems in the recent
election and by not renewing Dr.
Lukich’s contract. However, we
cannot wait until next year to hire
another nurse. I don’t want something bad to happen to my child
or another student while people
play political games or just don’t
pay attention when it comes to
budgeting, or hiring.
If the ﬁnance department keeps
denying any knowledge of the
issues regarding the ﬁnances, perhaps they need to open their eyes
and ears. We need more voices to
stand up for our children. Please
let your district representative
know how you feel.
Lindsay Bishoff,
Weems

No help
Last week I had a situation here
on our farm with a wild animal,
one of many over the last two
months.
We have lost several chickens, eggs being one of our main
sources of income. We try to take
care of things on our own but
occasionally, once or twice over
the last 16 years as a farm, we
have needed assistance.
I made several phone calls
asking for help. Responses were

politely “NO,” rude, codes recited
and ﬁnally told to me by one
county ofﬁcial to “get a gun” and
protect myself!
What does that say to the citizens of this community?
Whatever happened to plain
‘ole’ people being nice to each
other?
Sharon Courson,
Locusville Plantation, Ottoman

Veterans
continue to serve
The American Red Cross is
dedicating November 6 through
25 to our U.S. troops, veterans
and their families with signing
of holiday cards and items our
troops have requested.
We appreciate their services
and dedication to our country. While putting together our
events, it has given me time to
reﬂect on our local heroes, the
many veterans and their families
who commit their time volunteering in various organizations.
Many who are volunteers, personal friends and acquaintances
and I am honored to acknowledge all that you do to make our
communities a better place for
our children and many generations to follow.
Julie Dudley,
executive director, American
Red Cross, River Counties

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

V

olunteering has been a major reason for
the wonderful humanitarian and cultural
advancements we have experienced in the
Northern Neck over the past half-century. In
any recounting of those dedicated individuals who generously have volunteered their
time, talent and treasure the name of Jamie
Alga would be in the forefront. Jamie’s
causes were far too numerous to recount in a
single column, and the Almighty alone could
know the number of hours he spent making
life better and more enjoyable for people all
across the Northern Neck.
Jamie died last week after experiencing terrible suffering from cancer, but despite his illness he continued to serve in any manner he
could to help in the projects dear to him. He
offered his professional expertise as a CPA on
many boards, making a contribution that few
others could. In every activity he undertook,
those who worked with him were inspired by
both his talent and his humility. He never saw
himself as anyone but a volunteer happy to
use his abilities for the beneﬁt of all. That attitude was both his trademark and his legacy.
Jamie grew up in Irvington, and came to

He thought that choral
singing was the logical companion of instrumental
music, and he hoped to see
it become an integral part of
the curricula of our schools.
his accounting profession naturally, learning
ﬁrst from his father, Mitch, and then academically through his matriculation at Virginia
Tech. His scholastic career centered on more
than accounting, as he continued to pursue the
interest in music that ﬁrst manifested itself in
his early childhood. He thrived on a variety of
instruments from the organ and piano to the
clarinet, the latter of which he played in the
Lancaster High School Band.
Voice was another of his interests. He had a
wonderful tone, and loved singing in groups.
That passion remained throughout his life. A
few years ago he gave profusely of his time
to try to develop choral musical programs in

the local schools. He thought that choral singing was the logical companion of instrumental
music, and he hoped to see it become an integral part of the curricula of our schools.
On the broader stage, Jamie was the tireless supporter of the Northern Neck Orchestra, which he served as treasurer for over 20
years. He always could be seen passing out
the programs, enthusiastically welcoming the
concertgoers, and listening astutely to every
note that the orchestra played. That role continued to less than two weeks before his death.
At the October 26th concert, entitled “The
Russians are Coming,” the orchestra dedicated the performance in Jamie’s honor. True
to his usual demeanor he modestly accepted
the recognition. Jamie was one who never
advanced himself, heeding the biblical admonition to take the lowest seat, rather then the
highest, thereby experiencing the honor of
being moved forward. At that last concert,
Jamie was in the place physically that his
admirers always held him, to use the trite academic expression, at the head of the class. It
was a touching and moving experience for all
present.

As the years passed, Jamie seemed to be
more involved than ever in his wide scope
of projects. Professionally, his reputation
in accounting led to his service on the state
board that oversees the examinations that all
CPA aspirants must take. He was the source
for the practical application of the academic
standards taught in the universities. He
assumed that role as a means for furthering
the spread of his personal standards of excellence to those coming along in the ﬁeld.
Jamie’s farewell concert 11 days before he
died was a ﬁtting send-off to this gentleman,
whose life was one of boundless generosity and cheerful giving to his fellow human
beings. For our time he was a true Virginia
Gentleman.
James Michel Alga, February 13, 1951November 6, 2013. R.I.P.
******
In last week’s column the closing words of
my ﬁnal sentence did not appear. For those
who have asked, the complete sentence read:
Thanks to Robbie, Kenny, all the volunteers,
and most of all the students for giving us a
great afternoon.
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YOUR LETTERS
To clarify tourist
home assumptions
Recently the debate about
tourist homes in Northumberland County has intensiﬁed. Speciﬁcally, ads placed
by “concerned citizens” have
appeared.
While everybody is welcome
to their opinion—this group
is missing several important
points. Examples:
A core part of their argument
is that allowing tourist homes
would allow a “commercial
use” in a residential neighborhood. In 2007 the Virginia
Supreme Court ruled on the
case of Scott versus Walker
which addresses this speciﬁc
topic. In this ruling the court
clearly states the time element
in a rental is not a factor in
determining commercial use.
Thus, a tourist home is not a
commercial use and does not
violate any restrictive covenants.
Their ads assert that making
a tourist home “a by right use”
will remove the requirement
for a permit. The county will
still require a permit (with the
current restrictions) but without a public hearing—which
recently have turned into sparring matches with people from
completely different parts of
the county arguing against speciﬁc permits, and associations
hiring lawyers to make false
and baseless claims.
There is also an assertion
that tourist homes will kill individual property values. There
is no evidence to support this.
There is evidence that over
the last several years, while
the county has been permitting
tourist homes, a number of the
tourist-home residents were
here to evaluate Northumberland County as a long-term
place of residence or retirement.
Many of the neighborhoods
which appear to be fanning
the opposition ﬂame have
been established since 1990.
Maybe those neighbors need
to remember the reason they
are here is because many of
the long-term Northumberland residents welcomed them
with open arms—a courtesy
they now need to return to our
guests as we all try to work
together to help our economy.
Jay Lightfoot,
Reedville

Republican
establishment
is to blame for
election outcome
Who do we fault for Ken
Cuccinelli’s loss in the governor’s race?
Some will say Robert Sarvis,
the Libertarian candidate (supported by a major Democratic
money bundler) taking 6.6% of
the vote which otherwise would
likely have gone to Cuccinelli.
Clever of the Democrats to
help a fool split the vote.
Or that it was McAuliffe’s
$15 million advantage and
ﬂood of negative ads.
Or that it was Cuccinelli’s
“Tea Party extremism.” Being
pro-life when a majority of
women are pro-life is hardly
extreme. Neither is applying
a law against sodomy with
minors (upheld by the Supreme
Court) extreme since it was his
duty as attorney general. As
Cuccinelli’s values align with
a majority of Virginians, this
fabricated “extremism” was
not the signiﬁcant factor.
But, from various news outlets: the RNC gave $9 million
to McDonnell’s 2009 campaign
but a mere $3 million for Cuccinelli’s. Many establishment
Republicans refused to endorse
or campaign for Cuccinelli.
House Majority Leader Eric
Cantor’s longtime chief of
staff, Boyd Marcus, took a job
with McAuliffe’s campaign for
this race.
Former Republican National
Committee ﬁnance chairman Dwight Schar publicly
supported McAuliffe as did
former state GOP Senators
John Chichester, and Russ
Potts, and former GOP delegates Vince Callahan, Katherine Waddell and Jim Dillard.
Bill Bolling not only did not
support Cuccinelli, he tried to
persuade a business PAC to
support McAuliffe.
No, the decisive factor was
the state and national GOP

leadership. Cuccinelli was the
candidate selected by thousands of rank and ﬁle delegates
representing the grass roots of
the party in Virginia. The establishment betrayed both Cuccinelli and their own base. Willfully ceding the governorship
to Chicago politics rather than
let an honorable and competent
man win because they didn’t
pick him is both unforgivably
inexcusable and suicidal.
Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

Refocus attention
I would like to see the attention given to the NFL player
who was bullied given to all
our schools across the country.
This was a grown man that
this was done to; we have children every day that experience
being bullied. There is no special investigator assigned to
each case.
The child that is the bully
isn’t kicked out of school. The
news for days has been about
this football player; the school
cases are sometimes addressed
by the administration but they
certainly never make the news.
To be bullied is a horrible
experience. It deﬁnitely is no
less harmful when done to a
child than a football player. No
one should ever have to experience being bullied.
Shelia McGuill,
Lancaster

Party of
the people?

We ﬁnd ourselves in a very
difﬁcult situation with no real
end in sight.
The American people have
clearly, unquestionably been
lied to. Not oblique references
or plausibly deniable statements, just bold-faced, plain as
day, straight up lied to.
Once again, the people who
work the hardest and who
shoulder far more than their
“fair share” of taxes, are being
forced to pay more for less. I
am aware of people who have
worked hard and made many
sacriﬁces to rise above mediocrity, only to have their chosen
health insurance cancelled outright due to “mandated” recent
changes by our government.
The Democratic Party has
long been thought of as “The
Party of The People.” They
have convinced people that the
Democratic Party cares more
for the little guy, is concerned
for the working class of Americans, while this same party is
constantly making life more
difﬁcult for the people it claims
to care about.
It is evident that one thing
the Democratic Party does
genuinely care about is being
empowered.
Yes,
politicians by their very existence
require a certain amount of
power in order to achieve their
goals. When that power itself
becomes paramount and overshadows all else, the end result
is zero accountability.
Rather than representing the
people as a whole, the Democratic Party has chosen to be
divisive, catering to various
factions, posturing to appear
as every man’s friend, all the
while focusing on building up
ever-increasing power.
Having absolute power with
no accountability can only lead
to further instability in our
once great country.
Jim Merrill Jr.,
White Stone

*PMQ¾EQ
Remember the ﬂim-ﬂam
man in the “Music Man,” Professor Harold Hill? “There’s
trouble, right here in River
City, that starts with T and
rhymes with P and stands for
pool.”
Northumberland County’s
own ﬂim-ﬂam artists burst
into song in a full-page ad last
week. “Concerned citizens”
have cast vacation rentals as
the latest vice. Unfortunately
the elixir these ﬂim-ﬂam men
are peddling will be a lot more
damaging than musical instruments for a high school band
without a music director.
Vacation rentals have been
a Northern Neck tradition for
decades. Until 2011, no permit
was required.
In an attempt to prevent a
local resident from renting a
beach house he had purchased
for that purpose, an HOA
behind “concerned citizens”

prodded the county to classify vacation rentals as tourist
homes, which require a permit.
They then tried to get the
county to adopt unnecessary
draconian conditions which
would have made a vacation
home prohibitively expensive
to operate. When that failed,
the HOA protested every
permit application, maliciously
characterizing the families
who rent a vacation house for
a week at the beach as dangerous vagrants or boozy college
students.
It is not clear why these
HOAs are intent on closing all
vacation rentals in the county.
Most vacation rentals are properties that belong to people
with deep roots in the community. Vacation rentals provide
the majority of the lodging
available in the county. The
visitors who stay in vacation
homes are the engine of tourism, which is a key component
of the economy.
I don’t know whose welfare
the “concerned citizens” think
they are defending—but it is
certainly not that of the people
who live and work in Northumberland County.
Phoebe Mix,
Ophelia

The children
need you
The Lancaster school board
ofﬁce presented its report on
special education in Lancaster
County at the school board
meeting on Monday night.
It was disturbing to hear
Lancaster County had a 20%
special education rate compared to the state average of
8%. Clearly this disparity in
numbers is very upsetting. The
speaker presenting data then
went on to state that the number
of children receiving special
education services in Lancaster
was 186 out of 1,300.
But what really is upsetting
is the presentation of information that I believe to be incorrect. Here is a basic math word
problem: If there are 1,300
children enrolled in Lancaster
and 186 receive special education services, what is the percentage? Solution: Divide 186
by 1,300 and the percentage is
14.3%. Wow, that is not 20%.
Yes, it is still disturbing if the
state rate is 8%.
However, on an independent
website, http://www.datacenter.kidscount.org/, the Virginia
State average is reported to be
12.8% for special education.
Ironically this 14.3% can also
be found for Lancaster County.
The data for the Commonwealth of Virginia was gathered by “Voices for Virginia
Children,” an independent
organization in Richmond. The
numbers on their site reﬂect
the percent of children who
receive special education services from ages 0-22+. Their
source of data is cited as the
Virginia Department of Education (VDOE).
I called and spoke to the
Voices for Virginia Children
and they said their data came
from the VDOE. I then spoke
to the VDOE and they dug
and dug through their website
and could not ﬁnd the 20% as
stated by Lancaster County.
I would like to know where
are the checks and balances on
our school system? Please parents and community members,
please come and get involved.
The children of this county
need you.
Lisa Smith,
White Stone

Beware of those
‘concerned’ citizens
I am dismayed by attempts to
make Northumberland County
residents victims of a propaganda
campaign led by a handful of
“concerned” citizens who are
concerned only about their own
personal interests, nothing more.
Heated outbursts in public
meetings and fear mongering
newsprint illustrate how selfish and uninformed these “concerned” citizens actually are.
They sadly show an obvious disregard for the economic health of
the county.
I am also very confused by the
actions of my neighbors of Locksley Hall. Because of unforeseen
ﬁnancial difﬁculties, in 2011,
I conferred with my neighbors
about any reservations they
might have before beginning my
endeavor to keep my home and

pay my bills by renting my home.
I was, and still am, in compliance with my covenants. All
during the three years of renting
my home, I kept in regular contact with my neighbors. Imagine
my shock when my “friendly”
neighbors of over 10 years
“stabbed me in the back” by
spreading false and exaggerated
rumors. Not speaking to one’s
face is a coward’s way out.
I urge Northumberland residents to verify facts before being
led like sheep to slaughter, especially when their basic rights
are in danger. Beware: the next
“right” in the spotlight may be
one that could be taken away
from you.

nist Code of 1963? You must
be kidding. If you want to be
stuck in the ‘60s that’s your free
choice. But please do not bore
us with your hate and fear.

Well, gee-whiz, how did the
citizens and county government
ever survive without the help
of the Concerned Citizens for
the Welfare of Northumberland
County (CCWNC).
Scores of vacation rentals have
been thriving in his county for
at least the last 50 years without regulations, permits, county
government involvement or the
CCWNC.
All this “mass hysteria”
emerged when I starting renting
my house in Tides on the Chesapeake subdivision, now the headquarters of the CCWNC.
Some have made it their goal
in life to stop anyone from renting
their own house out throughout
the county, short-term, including
stopping me by scaring the entire
subdivision into an amendment
to change the covenants I agreed
to when I bought my house; thus
restricting me of my Constitutional right of free use of land.
And now these same people
want to decide what is best for
you too.
Anyone who wasn’t born here
was once a tourist here before
moving here. Think about it.

Move on

Pat Boone,
Reedville

To the writer of “2013 review
of Communist goals,” may I suggest that you now discontinue
your rants in the paper.
You will, no doubt, answer
with ‘no,’ but I suggest it nevertheless. Your position in the
political spectrum is now well
understood. I believe that even
Glenn Beck and Ted Cruz are on
your far left: ﬁne.
My point is that your ranting
and hatred letters are getting so
ridiculous that very few take you
seriously any more. The Commu-

Hans Weenink,
Wicomico Church

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
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Take quality consignments
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

Janice Walton,
Reedville

Mass hysteria

The world has moved on since
the ‘60s. I suggest you do the
same. Just a suggestion.
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To the citizens of
Northumberland County
I am deeply honored by the support received from the
people of our County in my campaign.
For the people who voted for me, you will never know
how much I appreciate the conﬁdence you have placed
in me.
I want to thank each and every person who helped me
during my campaign; the people who displayed my signs
on their property; the people who spent hours helping me
at the precincts; and every person who donated their time
and money. I could not have been successful in my
endeavor without your support.
A special thanks to my family and efﬁcient staff for their
daily support, advice and hard work.
I will continue to serve each of you in a manner
commensurate to the responsibility you have bestowed
upon me and look forward to doing so.
Many thanks,
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Deborah Thomas Bingham
Paid for and authorized by Deborah Thomas Bingham

Robert Westbrook
District 5

Lancaster County School Board
I wish to thank the voters in District 5
of Lancaster County for their vote of
confidence in electing me to the School
Board. I look forward to working to
improve our school system for the
betterment of our children’s education.
I also wish to thank all the people
involved in the election process who
answered my unending questions and
provided me with countless pages of
printed material…all with an abundance
of courtesy and patience.
And, lastly, I extend my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to all friends and
supporters for their countless hours of hard work, generous contributions,
and immeasurable encouragement. Your energy was palpable and I
appreciate your belief in me.

THANK YOU FOR GIVING ME
THIS OPPORTUNITY. IT WILL BE A
PRIVILEGE AND PLEASURE
TO REPRESENT YOU.
This paid advertisement was authorized and paid for by
Friends of Robert S. Westbrook.
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Record to publish ‘thanks giving’ letters on Nov. 27
Thanksgiving is a time to count
one’s blessings, and a good time
to give thanks for friends, neighbors or special groups who have
made a difference in one’s life.
In this spirit, the Rappahannock Record will print, at no
charge, “thank-you” letters from
Lancaster and Northumberland residents and visitors in its
Thanksgiving issue November
27.
The letters should be brief (150
words or less) and to the point,

Do you remember?
From left, Jayson Gill and Sheridan Ford display a plaque
honoring World War II veterans from Kilmarnock
High School. The plaque was displayed at KHS and
subsequently Lancaster Middle School until recently. On
Veterans Day, Monday, November 11, Lancaster school
board member Ella Davis presented the historic plaque
to Agnes Lee of the Kilmarnock Museum. The museum
in turn gave it to the Town of Kilmarnock for permanent
display in the town hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.
The KHS Class of 1945-46 dedicated the “Marnocher”
school yearbook to those on the plaque, said museum
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do You Remember?” is
a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum, 76 North
Main Street, Kilmarnock.4LSXSF]0MWE,MRXSR:EPHVMKLM

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the November 13, 1913, issue of the Virginia
Citizen)

Consumption
Salt pork is a famous old-fashioned remedy for consumption. “Eat plenty of pork,” was the advice to the consumptive
50 to 100 years ago.
Salt pork is good if a man can stomach it. The idea behind
it is that fat is the food the consumptive needs most.
Scott’s Emulsion is the modern method of feeding fat to
the consumptive. Pork is too rough for sensitive stomachs.
Scott’s Emulsion is the most refined of fats, especially prepared for easy digestion.
Feeding him fat in this way, which is often the only way,
is half the battle, but Scott’s Emulsion does more than that.
There is something about the combination of cod liver oil and
hypophosphites in Scott’s Emulsion that puts new life into
the weak parts and has a special action on the diseased lungs.

Pearls From The Shells
Edward R. Bounds, of Irvington, has been spending the
week at home.
Mr. W. McDonald Lee, of Irvington, spent Sunday night in
Fredericksburg and left Monday for Richmond.
Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Pierce, of Litwalton, have returned home
after spending several days with friends in Newport News.
Miss Grace Foster, of Millenbeck, is the guest of Mrs. Z.
W. Chowning, on Peliso Ave., in West Orange, and is attending the Orange Graded School.

Moran
Mr. and Mrs. C. I. Conklin and daughter, Mrs. Molitor,
went to Baltimore on a short visit week before last.
Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Meredith have gone to Delaware to spend
some time.
Mrs. Agnes Kellum has returned from Baltimore after
spending two weeks in the hospital there.
Mrs. Kellum and Mrs. Davis spent Sunday with Mr. and
Mrs. O. S. Boswell.
There are lots of little children around this way, but there
is no school yet.

White Stone
By the explanation of a lamp at the home of Adolphus C.
Treakle, a bureau, some other furniture and some bedding
were burned. Damages will be paid for by our home insurance company.
R. R. Dunaway’s store was set on fire Wednesday by the
explosion of a lamp. The lamp was thrown out of the window,
the oil splattering on the side of the house, and the whole side
was ignited by the explosion of the lamp when it struck the
ground. After a little effort the fire was put out by the patent
fire extinguisher which Sargent Brent is selling around here.
Mrs. R. M. Sanders and two children returned Sunday night
from a six weeks’ visit to relatives in sections of this state and
Alabama.
Capt. A. R. McNamara is at home now, having ‘cut out
fishing’ this week.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary
Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Governor declares November
Native Indian Heritage Month
Gov. Bob McDonnell on Saturday ceremonially signed a proclamation designating November as Virginia Indian Heritage
Month in the Commonwealth of Virginia at a ceremony in Richmond. The signing took place at Virginia’s annual Tribal Consultation Meeting, chaired by Secretary of Natural Resources Doug
Domenech.
“Virginia’s First People are not only an important part of Virginia’s history and heritage. They are vibrant participants in our
society today,” said Gov. McDonnell. “It has been a great honor
for me to know and work with these leaders.”
The governor joined the secretary, along with chiefs or their
representatives from 10 of Virginia’s 11 state-recognized tribes,
and leaders of state agencies. Topics of discussion included government to government issues, including updating published
and video tribal histories produced by the Virginia Department
of Education, Historic Resources and Virginia Department of
Transportation; updating the Story of Virginia exhibit at the Virginia Historical Society museum; and the advantages of being
registered as an 8A Small Business.
Virginia’s Tribes include The Chickahominy, the Eastern
Chickahominy, the Cheroenhaka (Nottoway), the Mattaponi,
the Monacan, the Nansemond, the Nottoway, the Pamunkey, the
Patawomeck, the Rappahannock and the Upper Mattaponi.

great story? local news?
letter to the editor?
iÌÊÕÃÊÜÊUÊeditor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)

and include the letter writer’s
name, community of residence
and phone number. The phone
number will not be published.
If the Record receives more
letters than it can publish, a sampling of the letters will be printed
and others will be available online
at RRecord.com.
Email “thanks giving” letters to
editor@RRecord.com, fax them
to 435-2632, or drop them off
at the Record ofﬁce at 27 North
Main Street in Kilmarnock.

I would like to thank everyone who
supported me during my recent campaign
for Northumberland County Circuit Court
Clerk. The votes and words of encouragement
I received meant a lot to me and to my family.
We are truly blessed to have such a great
group of people living in our community.
Karen “Toni” Allison

The deadline for submitting
letters is noon Friday, November
22.
Because Thanksgiving falls
on a Thursday, the Record will
appear on Wednesday, November 27, and deadlines will be

on Monday, November 25. The
deadline for display ads is 10 a.m.
and the deadline for classiﬁed ads
and news is noon.
The Record ofﬁce will be
closed Thursday and Friday,
November 28 and 29.

Free
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blinds through
Dec. 1

Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887

Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

20% off

Courtesy In-Home Consultations
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Shades
Blinds
Shutters

Free Installation

Tourist Homes – Good for our County
and our local Communities
The Working Group on Tourism and Planned Economic Growth would like to
clarify some of the inaccuracies submitted by the CCWNC in last week’s paper. In the
PU[LYLZ[VMILPUNIYPLM^LÄS[LYV\[[OL**>5*HWWLHS[VMLHYHUKMVJ\ZPUZ[LHKVU
rational facts.
To suggest that our County’s governing body is inept and washing their hands
of the responsibility for permitting Tourist Homes is folly and nothing could be further from the truth. When it comes to the economic welfare of the entire county, the
Board of Supervisors is responsible for executing to the Comprehensive Plan available
at http://www.co.northumberland.va.us. One of the primary aspects of the plan is
to grow Northumberland Tourism. The future economic health for the entire county,
including the vocal minority in opposition to Tourist Homes, depends on the Board’s
ability to govern in this direction. Currently, the economy of Northumberland County is
PUHZPNUPÄJHU[Z[H[LVMKLJSPUL)\ZPULZZLZ[OH[KLWLUKVU[V\YPZTPUJS\KPUNYLZ[H\rants, shops, wineries, marinas, lawn care, property services and many other small
businesses, are struggling, some near failing.

=HJH[PVU;V\YPZ[ /VTLZ HYL H ILULÄ[ [V [OL *V\U[`»Z LJVUVTPJ ^LSSILPUN
They provide lodging for visitors; jobs for the local citizens; support local businesses;
bring in new residents and more visitors. These vacationers/guests spend money
in the County and our County depends on tourists. Typically the Tourist Home renter comes here to enjoy the beauty and bounty of the Bay - they value their security
and privacy and they respect that of neighbors, community and environment. Often,
people who rent these homes are relatives and friends of citizens who live here and
need housing for weddings, reunions, funerals and other gatherings. They spread their
families around multiple Tourist Homes. Recently a wedding event brought 135 family
members together in Northumberland County which contributed $40,000 to the local
economy (not including lodging).
The current process of a public hearing for a Tourist home permit deters honest,
law-abiding homeowners from making an application because it pits the individual
against a group of Homeowner’s Associations (HOA) with an agenda to apply their
HOA Covenants and Restrictions beyond their neighborhood boundaries to the entire
*V\U[`0[THRLZZLUZL[VHWWS`MVYHWLYTP[[OYV\NO[OLAVUPUN6MÄJL
CCWNC claims that no permit will be required. Permits are required for Tourist
/VTLZHUK[OLYLHYLZWLJPÄJYLN\SH[PVUZHUKN\PKLSPULZHZ^LSSHZHUHUU\HSPUZWLJtion of the property that must be met in order to obtain and keep a permit.
CCWNC claims that Tourist Homes are a commercial use. Tourist Homes are
not a commercial business as ruled by the Virginia State Supreme Court. This Court
also ruled that the length of a private rental does not change the use from residential
to commercial.
CCWNC talks about rights. The United States of America was built on Property
Rights. Constitutionally, the greatest economic use is always favored. Both the US and
Virginia State Supreme Courts have borne this out repeatedly.
CCWNC claims that Tourist Homes will rent to transients and with no county
oversight. If transients drive $75,000 cars or trucks that pull $100,000 boats, maybe
so. The bottom line is that transients in the context presented by CCWNC couldn’t
afford to rent one of these homes. The people that rent these homes come from like
neighborhoods from all over the world. They have like values and like dreams. If they
wanted to vacation in the Outer Banks, they would.
Vacation or Tourist Homes in Northumberland County are new and old at the
same time. Prior to recent actions, they existed unrestrained and unnoticed. Only by
the light of publicity has the issue risen to the level it has. With the new approach by
the county, intelligent, not emotional decisions can be made.
Property owners who have Tourist Homes have a high standard for their properties. They are an asset to the community as they are well-maintained in order to be
rented, and hold if not increase their value. Tenants are interviewed & required to abide
by the Lease and house rules. No homeowner wants the headache of partyers or destruction of their property or neighborhood.
It’s common knowledge that homes in Northumberland County are not selling.
If we look at Zillow.com, we can see that area real estate agents are using the idea of
“NO HOA” as a selling point. This stark point highlights the contrast between percep[PVUZ HUK YLHSP[` (  5H[PVUHS (ZZVJPH[PVU VM 9LHS[VYZ Z[\K` ÄUKZ [OH[ ¸HKKLK
limitations on the use of properties that short-term rental housing restrictions impose
may cause property values in the district or neighborhood to decrease.” This is in
sharp contrast to the assertions made by CCWNC that Tourist Homes lower values.
Hats off to the leadership of Northumberland County in their efforts to improve
the current economic condition in our beloved County. We encourage anybody who is
in favor of responsible progress within Northumberland County to come to the meeting
on Thursday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m.
Paid for by the Working Group on Tourism and Planned Economic Growth

