
KILMARNOCK—Voter registrars 
in Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties will be prepared for the 
Tuesday, November 5 election. Poll-
ing places will be open from 6 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

They report no unusual changes in 
voter registration or absentee ballots.

“It’s pretty much business as usual,” 
said Lancaster registrar Susan Jett.

“Everything’s running about the 
way it normally does for this type 
of election,” said Northumberland 
registrar Cathy Goddard. “I haven’t 
seen any indication of any up or down 
change in turnout.”

Jett says she expects good turnout 
for this year’s local elections, and that 
registration has been “very steady.”

Both offices reported being very 
busy with absentee ballots.

Both counties have only one con-
tested race.
Lancaster polling

In Lancaster, Alexander M. Fleet 
Sr., William C. “Bill” Smith, and 

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission on October 22 voted unani-
mously to continue the closure of the winter crab 
dredge fishery for a fifth year.

A related public hearing drew a crowd of speak-
ers in addition to the hundreds of mailed and emailed 
comments the commission had already received.

“I’m just glad that the day for public comment 
ended at 12 noon Monday, and I’m gonna leave it at 
that,” said VMRC fisheries manager Rob O’Reilly. 
“I’ve never seen so much email in my life.”

“If you look at the headers as you go through some 
of these letters, it’s really, ‘now is not the time,’” 
O’Reilly said, summarizing the sentiment of the let-
ters. “That doesn’t say never, that says now is not the 
time.”

VMRC staff recommended a limited opening of 
the winter crab dredge fishery with tightly controlled 

limits on harvests. Following a lengthy public hear-
ing, the VMRC decided to keep the fishery closed, but 
to begin adopting a framework for managing harvests. 
It will also develop a trigger for reopening the fishery. 
When that trigger has been finalized, it will prompt 
the VMRC to reopen the fishery once the blue crab 
population shows certain signs of growth and stabil-
ity.

The staff presentation included a talk by Dr. 
Rochelle Seitz, research associate professor of marine 
science at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science. Dr. 
Seitz discussed the impact of dredging on the floor of 
the bay. Although there have been no direct studies 
of crab dredging, she says, the evidence from other 
types of dredging shows that it does damage to the 
bay ecosystem.

Kilmarnock resident and commercial crabber Ida 
Hall stepped up to the podium to support closing the 
fishery for another year, but developing triggers for 
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KILMARNOCK—Julian Allen 
Ball Sr., prominent educator, commu-
nity leader and principal participant in 
desegregation in Lancaster County, died 
Friday surrounded by family at his home 
in Kilmarnock. He was 89.

Ball leaves behind his wife of 59 
years, Ruth Caster, and son, Julian Jr.

Ball was known as “Scully” to most 
folks, said long-time friend Joseph 
Curry. During integration in the 1970s, a 
Lancaster County supervisor referred to 
him as “the great soother” for his ability 
to keep things calm and orderly during a 
difficult time, said Curry.

“After desegregation, there were very 
few black teachers. Allen went around 
to black colleges and recruited teach-
ers,” said Curry. “His son was one of the 
first children integrated into the school 
system. It was difficult because the white 
teachers were the mirror of the commu-
nity.”

But black or white, education was 
Ball’s primary concern for the future of 
all children.

“He constantly told young people, 
‘You’ve got to learn because the future 
belongs to those that get an education,’” 
said Curry. 

Ball also mentored young African-
Americans who wanted to get involved 
in the community. “He started us off in 
getting involved in political, social and 
civic organizations. He started us off 
because he cared about the direction of 
the black community,” said Curry. 

Ball had no fear and stood up for 
what was right, Curry said. “He was that 
person we all looked up to. I’m really 
going to miss him. This community will 
miss him.” 

Local organizations were not the 
only benefactors of Ball’s civic duty. 
He served in a leadership capacity on 
numerous boards and committees, 
including statewide minority coordina-
tor of the (Henry) Howell for Governor 
Committee in the 1973 election; chair-
man of the First Congressional District 
Black Caucus from 1970-89; vice presi-
dent of the First Congressional District 
State Democratic Committee from 
1972-82; president of Lancaster County 
Crusaders. He served as chairman of the 
Lancaster County Democratic Commit-
tee for several years.

He received gubernatorial appoint-
ments to the Advisory Board of the Vir-
ginia Department of Children, the Edu-
cational Foundation of Rappahannock 
Community College, Rappahannock 
River Basin Committee, and Chesapeake 
Regional Council of Virginia Foundation 
for the Humanities and Public Policy.

Ball’s awards included Most Dedi-
cated Teacher, Tidewater Council Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA) award; Robert 
E. Lee Council BSA Order of Merit, 
and Unsung hero award from the Black 
Business and Professional Coalition.

One of his greatest honors was an 
invitation from President Jimmy Carter 
to participate in a national gathering of 
leaders at the White House to come up 
with solutions for problems facing the 
African-American community, accord-
ing to Curry.

After receiving a history degree from 
Virginia Union University, he returned to 
his birthplace and home to begin a teach-
ing career in Lancaster’s black schools, 
serving as chairman of the social studies 
department at A.T.Wright and Brookvale 
schools and principal of Merry Point and 
New Mollusk elementary schools. With 
integration he was a Lancaster High 
School social studies teacher, and a vice 
principal at the primary school before 
joining the central office as administra-

Educator, community
leader J. Allen Ball Sr.
passes following illness

Julian Allen Ball Sr.

by Audrey Thomasson

tor and home school coordinator. Then 
superintendent Alex Fleet tapped him to 
be administrative assistant at the central 
office before Ball retired in 1989 after 37 
years as an educator. 

“He was a fine individual, someone 
I could depend on,” said Fleet. “He and 
Elton Smith were two people who helped 
me when I came here. His first love was 
history and government. He had a great 
laugh and made you feel right at home. 
He was a great individual.”

Lancaster County Clerk of Circuit 
Court Diane Mumford was just 10 
years old and a new student at Lancaster 
schools when she first met Ball.

“Mr. Ball was always around and 
involved in everything at the schools,” 
said Mumford. “I’d see him three or four 
times a week at the elementary school.” 

Mumford described him as “...the 
epitome of what a school administrator 
should be to students. He was a wonder-
ful person, kind, well-spoken, friendly.”  

Supervisor Bill Lee also has childhood 
memories of Ball who was his neighbor, 
Boy Scout leader and church deacon at 
Calvary Baptist Church.

“I’ve known Mr. Ball my whole life...
we all lived in the same neighborhood 
within hollering distance,” Lee recalled. 
As a troop leader in the Boy Scouts, “...
he would always challenge you to do 
better than you did—all students and all 
the time,” said Lee. 

At Calvary Baptist, “He was superin-
tendent of Sunday School and I was his 
assistant,” Lee said. “We miss him. He’s 
already been missed because of his long 
illness.”

Supervisor Butch Jenkins remem-
bered Ball as “a gentle, kind and caring 
man” who was considerate to a young-
ster waiting outside Indian Creek Coun-
try Club while his father conducted busi-
ness in the club bar with potential clients.

“He was moonlighting as the bar-
tender, but he was kind enough to bring 
me a ginger ale with ice and a cherry that 
looked like a cocktail so I wouldn’t feel 
left out,” said Jenkins.

Years later, the two became friends 
when they worked together on the board 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum. 
“He was a pleasure to work with...knew 
his history and delivered it in an instruc-
tional way. I’ll miss him,” Jenkins said.

Funeral services were held Tuesday 
afternoon at Calvary Baptist Church. 

Homecoming highlight
The Red Devils’ Tyrell Henderson (#5) carried the ball just twice last 
Friday night but gained 68 yards on the two rushes, and scored a 
touchdown. A.J. Stewart (#16) looks for a block on this play in the 
Homecoming 2013 game at LHS.  Essex High School beat Lancaster, 
51-18. For more Homecoming festivities, see the school page. For 
more game coverage, see the sports page. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

“How can reopening a lim-
ited crab dredge fishery, 
even with the conservation 
equivalencies that offset har-
vest, be biologically and eco-
nomically sustainable when 
crab potters this year could 
not harvest enough crabs to 
make a living? Where will 
future generations of crabs 
come from?”

—Ida Hall,  Kilmarnock

VMRC rules winter crab 
dredging to remain closed

by Renss Greene

Election 2013 
is ‘business as 
usual’ locally

by Renss Greene

CRAB DREDGING CLOSED, continued on page A2

ELECTION, continued on page A2
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reopening the fishery at a later 
date.

“This is wise and cautious 
management,” said Hall.

Doug Jenkins, president of 
the Twin Rivers Waterman’s 
Association, told the VMRC that 
opening the fishery with the cur-
rent low stock would negatively 
impact crab spawning.

“We crab in the Rappahan-
nock, but I have talked with 
other crabbers in the York and the 
James Rivers, and they are tell-
ing me their catches are low as 
they’ve ever been,” said Jenkins.

“What we should be discuss-
ing now is a plan to build our 
crab stocks up, so once again we 
might have a healthy crab fish-
ery,” he suggested.

Virginia Blue Crab Industry 
Committee chairman Bill Mullis 
said his board was split—the 
majority opposes opening the 
fishery this year, but supports 
opening it eventually.

“We as an industry panel 
agree that our timing is bad,” 
said Mullis. “I have a split panel. 
We’re not unanimous, so I cannot 
stand here and represent the Vir-
ginia Blue Crab Industry Panel 
and tell ya’ll that we recommend 
opening the crab dredge fishery 
for 2013 and 2014.” 

He asked the VMRC to take 

“a very close look” at manage-
ment measures proposed by the 
Crab Management Advisory 
Committee.

Matt Mullin of the Environ-
mental Defense Fund voiced 
support for a management 
framework when dredging is 
reopened. He commended the 
framework developed by indus-
try panels and supported by 
VMRC staff.

“I think it’s an incredibly 
responsible way to manage the 
fishery,” Mullins said. “It’s 
impressive. It’s laudable.”

A handful of crabbers sup-
ported reopening the fishery this 
year. 

“Rob [O’Reilly] has made 
this decision easy,” said crab-
ber Todd Farrington. “He just 
stood up here and said that the 
most amount of crabs that would 
be benefitted to protect are the 
spring harvest sooks. That’s by 
crab pot. Simple.”

In deciding to keep the fishery 
closed, commissioners cited low 
crab stock and a great number 
of juvenile crabs the previous 
year which, for unknown rea-
sons, did not result in a similarly 
large number of spawning age 
females.

“In terms of doing something 
this year, I think the risk is simply 

Robert S. Westbrook are vying 
for the Lancaster County 
School Board District 5 seat. 

Also in Lancaster, District 
5 supervisor B. Wally Beau-
champ, District 1 supervisor 
F.W. “Butch” Jenkins, Jr. and 
District 1 school board member 
Robert V. Smart are unopposed 
for re-election.

Lancaster polling places 
are District 1, Upper Lan-
caster Ruritan Center, 3989 
White Chapel Road, Lancaster; 
District 2, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 8484 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster; District 3/precinct 
301, White Stone firehouse, 
578 Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone; District 3/precinct 302, 
Grace Episcopal Church, 303 
South Main Street, Kilmar-
nock; District 4, Kilmarnock 
rescue squad building, 61 
Harris Road, Kilmarnock; and 
District 5, Irvington Baptist 
Church, 53 King Carter Drive, 
Irvington.
Northumberland

In Northumberland, Karen 
O. “Toni” Allison, Debo-
rah Thomas Bingham, Ellen 
K. Douglas, and Thomas H. 
“Tommy” Tomlin are compet-

Dressing up for Oktoberfest
White Stone’s third Oktoberfest drew a crowd to see 
antique and classic cars, dancing, music, a children’s 
costume contest, and a variety of vendors on a sunny 

cowboy examine the competition in the costume contest. 
View the slideshow at RRecord.com. Photo by Renss Greene

too high,” said Commissioner 
Jack Travelstead.

The VMRC closed the winter 
crab dredging season in 2008 in 
response to a declining popula-
tion of blue crabs. In the 2008 
case Hollowell verses VMRC, 
a Circuit Court ruled that the 
VMRC must decide every year 
whether to reopen the crab 
dredge fishery.

Crab dredging closed
continued from page A2

Election 2013
continued from page A2

ing for the position of  Clerk of 
the Circuit Court.

The election for Clerk of 
Circuit Court comes two years 
early because former Clerk 
Linda Booth resigned for per-
sonal reasons in December 
2012. Current Clerk Bing-
ham was appointed in January 
2013. 

Also in Northumberland, 
District 2 supervisor Richard 
F. Haynie, District 3 supervi-
sor James M. Long, District 2 
school board member Dean W. 
Sumner and District 3 school 
board member Gerald R. 
Howard are unopposed for re-
election.

Northumberland polling 
places are District 1, Callao 
firehouse, 314 Northumber-
land Highway, Callao; Dis-
trict 2, St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church, 6807 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville; 
District 3/precinct A, Nor-
thumberland County Public 
Library, 7204 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville; 
District 3,/precinct B, Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church, 6749 
Jessie duPont Memorial 
Highway, Wicomico Church; 
District 4, Wicomico Parish 
Church, 5191 Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway, Wicom-
ico Church; and District 5: 
Fairfields firehouse, 119 Main 
Street, Reedville.

Other races
Statewide, elections will be 

held for governor, lieutenant 
governor and attorney general.

Candidates for governor are 
Democrat Terry R. McAuliffe, 
Republican Ken T. Cuccinelli 
II, and Libertarian Robert C. 
Sarvis. Candidates for Lieu-
tenant Governor are Democrat 
Ralph S. Northam and Repub-
lican E.W. Jackson. Candi-
dates for Attorney General are 
Democrat Mark R. Herring and 
Republican Mark. D. Obens-
hain. 

District 99 Republican Del. 
Margaret Bevans Ransone is 
unopposed for re-election.
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Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
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144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
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Convalescent Care, Skilled Care 
and Rehabilitative Care. 

You’re in the hands of people you know.
Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center combines 
excellence and ambiance to create a warm, home-like environment 
for your family and friends, right here at home.

Many of our residents enter for Skilled Care, a designation for those 
joining us directly from the hospital who still need a higher level 
of nursing, rehabilitative or medical attention on a 24-hour basis. 
In fact, Medicare or other insurance carriers may provide up to 100 
days of Skilled Care or rehabilitative care per benefit period for 
those who meet the medical requirements.

If rehabilitative therapy is required, our team of physical, 
occupational and speech therapists will do their very best to help 
you achieve your highest possible level of functioning, with the goal 
of your returning home. 

Remember, if at any time you or your loved one may need our 
services, we’re right here. Call our Administrator, Garrett Jones, at 
804-435-1684.

Lancashire Convalescent 
and Rehabilitation Center

287 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

FIRST FRIDAY - THIS FRIDAY
November 1   5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

S pecials
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52 S. Main St - Kilmarnock  436-WINE (9463)
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CHECK OUT OUR BAKERY!

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
reported 12 arrests last week.
Felonies

 Antonio D. Roy, 24, of the 
13000 block of Mary Ball Road 
was charged October 22 on a 
Middlesex County charge of 
unauthorized use of a vehicle. 

James H. Woodson, 52, of the 
8000 block of River Road was 
charged by Virginia State Police 
(VSP) on two counts of failing 
to register/reregister as a sex 
offender.

Cynthia J. Saunders, 52, of 
Fleets Lane surrendered her-
self to arrest on four counts of 
embezzlement.
Misdemeanors

A Morattico Road man, 26, 
was charged October 23 with 
contempt of court.

A Kents Store man, 36, was 
charged October 24 with con-
tempt of a court order. 

A Topping man, 28,was 
charged October 24 with failure 
to appear in court. 

A Washing Street man, 42, 
was charged October 24 with 
contempt of court.

A Edgewood Lane woman, 
31, was charged October 25 with 
contempt of court.

A Waverly Avenue woman,  
41, was charged October 25 with 
contempt of court.

A Western Branch Road man, 
27, was charged October 26 on a 
Richmond County charge of fail-
ure to appear in court. 

A Joyful Way man, 33, was 
charged October 28 with failure 
to comply with support obliga-
tions.

A Tappahannock man, 26, was 
charged October 28 with con-
tempt of court. 
Activity reports

October 21: Staff noti-
fied the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) of 
a road work sign that needed to 
be picked up from the area of 
Old School Street; responded to 
a suspicious vehicle complaint 
in the Lancaster Shores subdi-
vision; responded to an E911 
disconnect call that was tracked 
back to Hoecake Road (no emer-
gency services needed); and 
responded to a possible prowler 
complaint in the 2200 block of 
Taylors Creek Road. 

October 22: Staff 
responded to the Norris Bridge 
to assist a Middlesex deputy 
involved with a traffic stop; dis-
covered an unsecured business in 
the White Stone area while con-
ducting routine late night build-
ing checks (no criminal inci-
dent); checked on a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed); responded with 
the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a possible mental 
health emergency on Claybrook 
Avenue; responded to a juve-
nile behavioral complaint at 
Lancaster High School (LHS); 
responded to the Norris Bridge 
on a motorist’s report of heavy 
debris being an hazard to vehi-
cles; received a complaint of cell-
phone being stolen from a stu-
dent at Lancaster Middle School 
(LMS); and received a domestic 
complaint from a Beach Road 
resident (parties voluntarily sepa-
rated for the night).

October 23: Staff notified 
VDOT of a large animal car-
cass interfering with traffic near 
Mary Ball Road and Long Lane 
Farm; received a report of a stu-
dent’s assault on staff at LMS 
(incident occurred on October 
18; juvenile petition issued on 
October 29 charging the student 
with assault); responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Emer-
ald Lane; received a motorist’s 
complaint of a reckless driver in 
the area of Mary Ball and Good 
Luck Roads (no officer in posi-
tion to intercept); responded to 
a runaway incident on Sage Hill 
Road (juvenile returned home 
within an hour of the initial 
report); responded to a domestic 
disturbance on Woods Lane; and 
checked on the well-being of a 
Goat Lane resident at the request 
of a concerned citizen (no emer-
gency services needed).

October 24: Staff 
responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to a 
medical emergency on N. Main 
Street; returned a call to a citi-
zen who complained about a 
social media post; responded to 
the local emergency room on a 
report of a possible assault victim 
seeking medical care (no crimi-

nal incident involved); responded 
to Black Stump Road on numer-
ous complaints from motor-
ists about a pedestrian interfer-
ing with traffic; responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Wilson 
Lane; responded to the White 
Stone area in an attempt to locate 
a suspect vehicle involved in 
a hit and run incident in Top-
ping; responded to a disturbance 
call involving neighbors in the 
1800 block of Windmill Point 
Road; and received from a citi-
zen a wallet that was found in a 
White Stone area convenience 
store (the owner was notified and 
recovered the wallet).

October 25: Staff 
responded with VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash, overturned 
vehicle, on Lumberlost Road; 
received a traffic complaint from 
a Beach Creek Road resident; 
recovered suspect narcotics 
found by an employee at LHS; 
received a larceny report from 
the 7400 block of River Road 
(wallet with credit cards, prepaid 
cellphone; $45 loss); received 
an assault complaint from a 
First Street resident; notified 
Northumberland authorities of 
a reported traffic crash in Wic-
omico Church; responded with 
KPD to a disturbance call on N. 
Main Street; and responded to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint on 
Moran Creek Road.

October 26: Staff 
responded to a noise violation 
complaint on Wildflower Lane; 
attempted to locate an overdue 
motorist (subject arrived safely 
1.5 hours after initial report); 
notified VDOT of a motorist’s 
report of electrical boxes, part of 
the bridge repair project, being a 
potential traffic hazard; notified 
Northumberland authorities of a 
motorist’s complaint of a pedes-
trian interfering with traffic in the 
Glebe Point area; and responded 
with KPD to a trespass com-
plaint on Bellevue Road.

October 27: Staff responded 
to a destruction of property com-
plaint on Chesapeake Drive; 
responded to a noise violation 
complaint on Evergreen Drive; 
checked on the well-being of a 
Lancaster area resident at the 
request of a concerned citi-
zen (telephone line problem); 
responded to Levelgreen Road 
and assisted a citizen with a 
faulty alarm system; responded 
to a reported traffic crash near 
Irvington and Old Salem Roads; 
responded to a traffic complaint 
on Sandlin Drive; responded to a 
burglary call in the 1400 block of 
Irvington Road (intoxicated resi-
dent came in through a window 
after being locked out; domestic 
related complaint involved).

October 28: Staff 
responded to a noise violation 
complaint in the 500 block of 
Corrotoman Drive; responded to 
a suspicious vehicle complaint 
on Old Bethel Road; responded 
to a possible illegal dump-
ing/hazmat incident on Rocky 
Neck Road (vehicle was gone 
on arrival; no hazmat incident 
involved); responded with KPD 
to a suspicious person complaint 
on Yorkshire Street (subject lives 
in the area); notified Northum-
berland authorities of a reported 
unlicensed/uninsured motor-
ist traveling from Kilmarnock 
to Wicomico Church; received 
a call from a Middlesex citi-
zen who complained of devices 
being implanted in her body ille-
gally; responded with VSP to a 
traffic crash in the 18300 block of 
Mary Ball Road; notified county 
administration about a missing 
street sign and post on Kelley 
Neck Road; and responded to 
Regina Road on a complaint of 
an unknown person shining light 
into a residence.

October 29: Staff received 
burglary and larceny reports 
from the 3500 block of Irvington 
Road and from a Sandlin Drive 
business.

The sheriff’s staff also made 
31 traffic stops last week, issued 
17 summonses, assisted six 
motorists, received three deer 
strike reports, responded to 11 
building alarms, made four pris-
oner transports and fielded four 
calls for animal control services.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a cat rescue on Burkes Lane, 
a transformer fire on Ditch-
ley Road, a utility line fire on 
Waverly Avenue, and a smoke 
report/structure fire on Logan 
Lodge Road.

The White Stone Volunteer 

Fire Department responded to 
the smoke report/structure fire 
on Logan Lodge Road, a brush 
fire on Burkes Lane and traffic 
crashes on Lumberlost Road and 
in the 18300 block of Mary Ball 
Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
Wilkins reported seven arrests 
last week.
Felonies

Corneilius L. Burrell, 37, of 
Callao was charged October 
23 with felony destruction of 
property and assault and batter. 
The Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office made the arrest.

Crystal Clark, 35, of Lotts-
burg was charged October 26 
on a direct indictment from the 
Northumberland County Circuit 
Court for possession with intent 
to distribute synthetic cannabi-
noids (Spice).

Bruce Darnell Scott, 47, of 
Warsaw was charged October 
27 with grand larceny from the 
Callao Supermarket. Scott was 
arrested by the Westmoreland 
County Sheriff’s Office.
Misdemeanors

A Stafford man, 18, was 
charged October 19 with failing 
to stop at an accident and reck-
less driving in Northumberland 
County. He was arrested by the 
Stafford County Sheriff’s Office.

A Callao man, 28, was charged 
October 22 with animal cruelty, 
failing to pay for dog tags and no 
rabies inoculation. 

A Heathsville woman, 24, was 
charged October 22 with failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
General District Court.

A Farnham man, 24, was 
charged October 27 with failure 
to appear in the Northumber-
land County Circuit Court. He 
was arrested by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

R E E DV I L L E — O m e g a 
Protein reported Tuesday that 
a fisherman serving on the 
F/V Fleeton out of its Reed-
ville facility was missing in 
the waters of the Chesapeake 
Bay.

Ben Landry, Omega’s 
director of public affairs, 
reported an active search and 
rescue mission, led by the 

LOCUST HILL—A Top-
ping man died in a single-
vehicle crash at about 8:12 
p.m. on October 16, at 
Locust Hill, reported First 
Sgt. Caren M. Sterling of the 
Virginia State Police. 

William Howard Hill, 56, 
of Topping, was traveling 
east on Route 33 when he ran 
off the right side of the road 
and struck trees. Hill was not 
wearing his seat belt at the 
time of the crash, according 
to First Sgt. Sterling.

Hill was operating a 1984 
Ford F-150 pick-up truck. He 
was the only occupant.

The accident occurred 
approximately .2 of a mile 
east of Queen’s Point Road 
near Debbie’s Restaurant.

Hill was pronounced dead 
at the scene. 

The cause of the accident 
is still under investigation, 
said First Sgt. Sterling.

FYI
River Market
Spiced Jumbo

Shrimp $12.99 lb.
 435-1725

SHERIFFS’ REPORT Fisherman missing from Omega vessel

Topping man
is killed in 
vehicle crash

U.S. Coast Guard, had been 
under way since the morning 
of Monday, October 28. 

He said Omega Protein is 
providing resources in the 
form of vessels and spot-
ter aircraft to aid the Coast 
Guard’s effort to locate the 
missing fisherman.

By Tuesday evening, the 
Coast Guard had called off 
its search.

However, Landry reported 
that Omega would continue 

its own search and recovery 
efforts on Wednesday and 
Thursday, weather permit-
ting.

Reports indicate the inci-
dent did not occur while the 
vessel was engaged in active 
fishing operations, said 
Landry.

“The thoughts and prayers 
of the Omega Protein family 
go out to the family and 
friends of our missing col-
league,” he said.
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STEAK & BURGER DINNER
A special event where our friends, corporate sponsors and community leaders dine on burgers while Club youth 
dine on steaks. The Steak & Burger fundraiser is designed to bring together supporters of the Boys & Girls Club 

November 14, 2013
 

5:30 p.m.                                                                       
Doors Open 

6:00 p.m. 
Program begins:  dinner, youth performances,  

keynote speaker, awards ceremony

7:45 p.m. 
Youth depart for ice cream social

Dessert and wine reception for guests

                          8:45 p.m. 
Guest reception ends

   
FEATURING:
Julien G. Patterson

Irvington resident, business owner, and past Chairman of OMNIPLEX World Services Corp. who will share his 

Michael Kennedy
Irvington resident and actor, our Master of Ceremonies.

Our youth members
The reason for our existence and for this annual event in their honor.

For Reservations:  435-9696  or  info@bgcnn.com

The Northern Neck Orchestra dedicated its performance 
October 26 at the Lancaster Middle School Theater in 

Kilmarnock to one of its own.
James M. Alga has been a member of the Northern Neck 

Orchestra for 20 years, in which time he has served on the 
board and as treasurer, as well as playing clarinet. Alga is cur-

rently battling cancer, but came out to watch the concert sur-
rounded by family.

“It would be fair to say that without Jamie Alga’s assistance, 
there would be no Northern Neck Orchestra as we know it 
today,” the concert program stated.

Alga, an Irvington native, is a lifelong musician and multi-
instrumentalist, having sung and played piano, clarinet, tuba, 
bass and organ. He helped the Northern Neck Orchestra secure 

its 501(c)(3) non-profit status. He is a certified professional 
accountant and was involved in creating the Lancaster by the 
Bay Chamber of Commerce and is a founding director of the 
Northern Neck Children’s Home, among other civic and reli-
gious organizations.

The Northern Neck Orchestra performed a program it called 
“The Russians Are Coming,” a survey of  several well-known 
Russian composers and Hungarian composer Franz Liszt. 

RICHMOND —Gov. Bob 
McDonnell urges Virginia 
residents to attend upcom-
ing public meetings state-
wide so they can learn more 
about transportation projects 
funded in the current Six-Year 
Improvement Program (SYIP) 
and to provide comments for 
transportation improvements 
for fiscal years 2015-2020.

The Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board (CTB) 
approves a SYIP for road, rail, 
and transit projects each June.

“For the first time in 27 
years, transportation in Vir-
ginia received a major boost, 
thanks to bipartisan coopera-
tion in the General Assembly 
that allowed passage of legisla-
tion to provide much-needed, 
long-term sustainable funding 
for roads, bridges, and transit,” 
said Gov. McDonnell. “Now 
I am looking to Virginians to 
provide their input on poten-
tial projects that will improve 
transportation.”

The Fredericksburg District 
meeting will be held November 
13,  at the University of Mary 
Washington Stafford Campus – 
University Hall (North Build-
ing) at 125 University Boule-
vard, Fredericksburg. An open 
house with displays and gen-
eral discussion will begin at 6 
p.m. followed by a moderated 
public meeting at 7 p.m.

“The new transportation 
investment will support better 
roads and stimulate job and 
economic growth as well,” said 
CTB chairman and Secretary 
of Transportation Sean T. Con-
naughton.

“The state’s transportation 
program is $17.6 billion for the 
next six years, including $15.7 
billion for highway, rail and 
public transportation projects 
in the current SYIP and $1.9 
billion in new funding sources 
for Northern Virginia,” said 
Connaughton. “Much of the 
funding is going toward reha-
bilitating aging highways and 
bridges, improving safety and 
operations as well as increasing 
capacity to reduce congestion.  
Already, VDOT has advertised 
more than $2 billion in projects 
during this year alone.” 

“The new transportation 
funding will help each motorist 
in Virginia reach their destina-
tion quicker and more safely,” 

Two Area 14 NAACP mem-
bers serve on the Virginia State 
Conference NAACP execu-
tive committee. They were 
elected recently during the 
78th Virginia State Conference 
NAACP Convention at the 
Hilton Richmond/Short Pump.

The chairperson/executive 
committee member is Mark 
Lomax of the Middlesex 
County Branch and member-
at-large is Dr. John Johnston 
of the Westmoreland County 
Branch. 

KILMARNOCK—E. W. 
Jackson, the Republican nomi-
nee for Lieutenant Governor, 
will appear at a rally in his 
honor on Sunday, November 
3, at the Kilmarnock Inn, 34 E. 
Church Street, Kilmarnock.

Jackson, from Chesapeake, 
will greet voters in the court-
yard from 2:30 until 4 p.m. 

Guy Hayden conducts the Northern Neck Orchestra in a performance of Vasily Kalinnikov’s Symphony No. 1 in G Minor.

Northern Neck Orchestra dedicates performance to Alga
by Renss Greene

Public input sought on
transportation projects

NEWS 
BREAK

said Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) Com-
missioner Greg Whirley. “I am 
asking for your ideas, sugges-
tions and input on how we can 
improve roads and bridges. 
You can do this by meeting 
with your regional transpor-
tation representatives during 
these fall planning meetings.”

Representatives from the 
CTB, VDOT, Virginia Depart-
ment of Rail and Public Trans-
portation (DRPT), metropoli-
tan planning organizations 
(MPOs), and planning district 
commissions (PDCs) will be 
at the meetings to discuss their 
respective projects and pro-
grams.

For those who can’t 
attend, information is avail-
able  at www.virginiadot.
org/2013fallmeetings. Send 
comments on highway proj-
ects to Programming Direc-
tor, VDOT, 1401 East Broad 
Street, Richmond, VA 23219, 
or SixYearProgram@VDOT.
Virginia.gov.  Comments will 
be accepted until December 6.

GOP candidate 
for Lt. Governor 
to  campaign
in Kilmarnock
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S  
C I R C U I T   C O U R T   C L E R K

Paid for and authorized by Ellen K. Douglas

ELECT
THOMAS H. “TOMMY” TOMLIN

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR NORTHUMBERLAND 

COUNTY
Paid for and authorized by Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin, Candidate/Tomlin for Clerk

Northumberland Preservation, Inc. recog-
nized two alums of Shiloh School at a 

program Sunday, October 27.
Margaret Ingram Pitman and Melvin Pitman 

were presented honorary diplomas after a talk 
by Virginia National Heritage Program field 
zoologist Chris Hobson, assisted by his daugh-
ter Ellie. NPI president June Turnage presented 
the diplomas.

Shiloh School operated from 1906 to 1929. 
It closed when the county built a graded school 
in Wicomico Church. The building was used 
as a farm granary until it was given to NPI 
in 1987. According to Turnage, the school 
looks much the same today as it did when the 
Pitmans attended. The blackboard is a board 
painted black, rather than slate, which in 1906 

would have been shipped in by steamboat and 
too expensive.

“We want people to now see it like it was,” 
Turnage said.

After attending school in Shiloh, Mrs. 
Pitman went to school in Wicomico Church. 
She went on to become a teacher.

Mr. Pitman worked on a farm before join-
ing the army. While in the army he went to 
Officer Candidate School and earned his 
commission.

After the building was donated, NPI began 
repairs and restoration to bring the school back 
to its original look. NPI celebrates its 30th year 
this fall.

Hobson’s presentation, “Bats and Bones,” 
focused on species of bat found in Virginia 
before segueing into what can be learned about 
an animal by examining a skull.

Rotary support
From left, Northern Neck Rotary Club president John 
Muller presents Northern Neck Food Bank director 
Lance Parton a check from CAPINNE funds. Barton 
recently spoke to the club regarding the origins of the 
food bank, current activities, its vision for the future and 
cost-effective service to the population it serves.

LANCASTER—During a meeting of the Lancaster 
board of supervisors tonight, Honeywell will make a 
presentation on promised energy savings from a contract 
overseeing the heating and air conditioning systems at 
Lancaster County Public Schools. The meeting begins at 7 
p.m. in the board meeting room of the county administra-
tion building in Lancaster.

Public hearings on the agenda include a request for a 
special exception permit by James William Ashburn and 
Megan Lynn Chance to place an individual manufactured 
home on a three-acre residential parcel. The property is off 
Black Stump Road near the intersection of Nugent Lane.

Supervisors also will consider comments on Chapter 
Seven of the Comprehensive Plan update.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school 
board will hear presentations on English as a second 
language, the Alternative Education Program, the Winter 
Craft Fair, and the summer reading program at its Novem-
ber meeting. 

The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. Wednesday, November 
6, at the school board office in Lottsburg. This is a change 
to the usual second Monday of each month schedule.

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River Fish-
will meet at 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, November 6, at the PRFC office, 
Colonial Beach.

The agenda will include a review of striped bass perfor-
mance metric, discussion of suture striped bass quotas and 
tag allocations and consideration of increasing the mini-
mum size limit.

Also recommendations for 2014 seasons, sizes and 
creel limits for recreational and commercial fisheries; and 
updates on menhaden quotas, invasive blue catfish and 
artificial reef activity in the Potomac. 

Consideration is due on sport fishing license fees and 
nominations for committee membership vacancies.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board 
will hold a closed session at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Octo-
ber 31, in the conference room at the school board office 
on Irvington Road. The session is on personnel issues 
regarding the superintendent. It follows a closed session 
on student discipline matters which was held Wednesday 
afternoon.

Preservation Inc. program October 27 at the school. From left are Shiloh school alums 
Melvin Pitman and Margaret Pitman and NPI president June Turnage.

Shiloh School alumni recognized
by Renss Greene

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

One of the most classic new homes built in 
the Northern Neck during the last decade 

overlooks the tranquil waters of Crane’s Creek 
and out into Ingram Bay, and beyond to the 
Chesapeake. It is the home of Alice and Rich-
ard Pope, and it is replete with quality at every 
turn. The freestanding garage is one of the 
most attractive modern dependencies I have 
seen, and its cupola is worthy of Jeffersonian 
or even Palladian attribution. 

Alice is an extraordinarily creative person. 
She likes to collect things, and has a refined 
talent for putting items together. She finds a 
special niche in refinishing fine furniture. Her 
work is of a professional caliber, with each 
piece showing the personal attention she had 
given it. She has saved many a good piece 
from a gloomy fate by applying her technique 
to bring forth its renaissance. I do not know 
her method, nor am I familiar with the mate-
rials she uses, but I can say that each of the 
results that I have seen is quite impressive.

Gardening is another signature product of 

Alice’s insightful curiosity. The Popes’ grass is 
truly carpet-like, bordered with meticulously 
cared-for plantings, and always kept clipped 
to uniform standards. They must mow at least 
twice a week during growing season. The 
height of the blades of grass never changes.

Alice is a come-here who has gone native. 
She is a neighborhood enthusiast, and enjoys 
walking both for exercise and sociability. In 
the latter respect, she is utterly generous in 
giving of her time and ability to pitching in 
to help with local projects. If a neighbor or 

friend can use a helping hand, Alice’s is a first 
responder, and that is the reputation she has 
established over the decade that she has been 
here.

I am unqualified to comment on one of 
Alice’s other pursuits, namely, pickleball. 
Quite frankly, I do not know what it is, and 
have never seen it played. Perhaps I should go 
on the internet to learn the rules, indeed, even 
to see what the ball looks like, but not having 
taken those steps as yet, I am left only with the 
knowledge I have gleaned form Alice and her 
next door neighbor, Pat Egan, who enthuse at 
the very mention of the topic. If they are the 
ambassadors of pickleball, the sport surely 
must be a great way to keep in shape.

In that regard, from Alice’s younger son, 
Jimmy, I have learned about another sport, 
break-dancing. When not working at his job 
in the government, in his spare time he gives 
performances at schools and social events. 
From his description of the various maneu-
vers and his brief demonstration, which was 

quite amazing, I am certain I should do better 
to pursue pickleball.

On another front, Alice is a committed 
attendee when one speaks of estate sales. She 
can be counted on to be present, and when 
not, those who are present know that she is 
out-of-town, whether she has informed them 
accordingly or not. She has a trained eye to 
sort through the amalgamation of another 
family’s history to find a piece that has the 
potential to become integral to her own col-
lection. She thrives on the process, and gives 
pleasure to others watching her at work.

This coming Monday is Alice’s birthday. 
If an estate sale is taking place, she will be 
celebrating there. If a rose has ceased bloom-
ing, she will be deadheading it. If a pickleball 
game is in the works, she will be on the court. 
Is that the correct idiom to use?

Whatever the activity, Happy Birthday, 
Alice! Thanks for making the Northern Neck 
your home, and for sharing your gifts among 
us. “Ad multos annos!”

From his description of the 
various maneuvers and his 
brief demonstration, which 
was quite amazing, I am 
certain I should do better to 
pursue pickleball.

Ring-a-ling-a-ding-dong!
I’m back in charge.
About six weeks ago I gave 

that captain’s bell just outside 
the radiation lab a swift rap. You 
probably heard the clang all the 
way to your neck. Sound travels 
loud across the river.

An inscription near the bell 
reads:

“Ring this bell three times well
To celebrate this day.
This course is run.
My treatments done,
And I am on my way.”
The victory bell was placed 

there in honor of Anna P. Rogers 
and donated by Harbor Belles in 
May 2004.

I was expecting to return to 
my desk much sooner, but 35 
radiation treatments, two che-
motherapy sessions, four feed-
ing tubes and two hospital stays 
totaling some 16 days takes your 
energy and affects your ability to 
swallow.

I appreciate the hundreds of 
prayers, letters, visits, cards, 
phone calls, emails, balloons, 
stuffed animals, baked goods, 
knitted shawls, flowers, native 
plants and other expressions of 
concern sent my way during 
treatment and ongoing recupera-
tion.

Cancer sucks.
I’ve still got a ways to go 

before I’m back up to speed. 
Although I’ve completed treat-
ments, follow-up testing is still in 
my future. Keep praying. Never 
stop praying.

I pray that you won’t contract 
cancer and if you do, that your 
battle is smooth and you win the 
fight.

With your support and the 
actions of my medical team of 
doctors, nurses and therapists, I 
am certain that future tests will 
declare me cancer free and I can 
join the ranks of  “Survivors.” I 
thank God that I have come this 
far.

I thank my mother and pri-
mary caregiver, Jo Anne K. 
Mason, who visited me almost 
daily in the hospital and stayed 
with me throughout the treat-
ment process and recuperation—
even when I was jerk; Rappahan-
nock Record managing editor 
Fred Gaskins, who added my 
duties to his workload during 
my entire absence, and to former 
news editor John Wilson, who 
picked up some of the slack.

I extend this note of thanks to 
other family members, friends, 
“drivers,” my Record family, 
medical team, as well as the 
many churches, church members 
and readers—including those 
I’ve never even met. God bless 
you all.

I’ve learned a lot from my 
challenges. At the top of the list 
would be patience. Although 
I don’t always practice it, I’ve 
learned its value.

I learned that I should be more 
attentive when others face simi-
lar challenges. A card, an email 
or other expression means a lot.

I also learned to let go of the 
worries. With Jesus on my side, 
I’ve got no reason to worry and 
I can let the medical team do the 
worrying—insurance covers it.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Guinea fowl pay a visit dockside.

Photo by Ron Smith

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

(Reprints from the October 30, 1903, issue of the 
Virginia Citizen)

Mollusk
One of the workman of the mill here narrowly 

escaped injuries last Friday, by a small piece of wood 
being thrown from the saw.

Some of the farmers are hard at it getting ready for 
cold weather. However, they look forward to a pleas-
ant time.

“Sunrise and Rain,” I think you will have to take 
your rain off and put on your snowy white robe.

L. D. Stoneham left for Baltimore on Monday last. 
When he returns he will bring with him a number of 
shuckers for the large oyster house he will open near 
here.

He also has a new sawmill in operation near here, 
estimated to saw 9,000 feet of lumber in a day.

C. F. Chowning, who has been sick, is slightly 
improved.

Palmer
The weather being cool, shucking houses are being 

opened. In Anti-Rapp, T. A. Treakle, T. M. Fitchett 
and J. A. Roberts have begun shucking oysters.

D. Benjamin Robertson has returned from Bal-
timore, where he has been under the care of an eye 
specialist.

Sewing Circle third Wedesday night in November 
at Mrs. G. W. Harper’s.

Miss Viola Carter and sister and Miss Mary Moore 
will return to Baltimore Friday next.

Preaching at Wesley church the first Sunday night 
in November.

Irvington
Prof. and Mrs. Oden spent yesterday and last night 

at Whealton (Morratico) on business.
Capt. W. D. Newbill is called to Baltimore on a 

short business trip.
Randolph Haynie, of Fairfields, is another scholar 

added to the Chesapeake roll.
Loyola Leland now claims the palm for big corn 

and a big crop from a small field.
Miss Lucy Lee, of Kilmarnock, has been visiting 

her father, W. K. Lee, of this place.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the 

Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

What is known as “Obama 
care” is a strange piece of 
legislation that should never 
have been passed.

It wasn’t written for the 
political gain of the politi-

For the people?

It’s a shame.
We supply the Fed with a work-

ing, furnished house— yet, to stay 
warm, they cavalierly burn the 
furniture, using our money for 
kindling, that you and I, by fiat, 
must toil to continuously replace?

If this ancient dysfunctional 
political scenario is what our pres-
ent, big-government elite want to 
recreate, then, instead of reading 
Karl Marx, they might study The 
Road to Serfdom and the Feder-
alist Papers— and let that sink in 
instead. At this point, their overall 
political orientation leads to eco-
nomic suicide that not only breeds 
ethical lack and incompetence, it 
gravitates toward dictatorial.

One example: the Fed wastes 
and spends our money and bor-
rows more from foreign countries 
to meet their bloated obligations. 
Instead of less, they create more 
and more debt. This monetary cor-
rosion negatively impacts values 
and the economy as a whole and 
endangers America’s important 
and longstanding status as the 
world’s reserve currency. 

Their financial irresponsibility 
not only devalues our currency 
by inflation, these geniuses with a 
printing press outrageously reduce 
the purchasing power of every-
one’s dollar— which creates more 
poverty and lack, not less. 

Is this the “hope and promise” 
voters had in mind?

Matt W. Johnston, 
Lancaster

Government
irresponsibility
is compounded

I have been a bus driver for 
Lancaster County for almost 12 
years and have seen people not 
stop for the bus when the red 
stop sign is on.

This year has been the worst 
yet so far. I have had three 
people not stop in two weeks.

It is hard to get a license 
plate number and make sure a 
child is not getting off the bus 
as that vehicle is not stopping.

This past week a state trooper 
saw the vehicle not stop and 
they were able to pursue it. I 
don’t know if they got a ticket 
or a warning.

That same week I had 
stopped to let a student off the 
bus across from Regina Road 
when a vehicle was coming 
towards me. The student was 
getting off the bus and some-
thing told me that vehicle was 
not going to stop. I called for 
the student to stop and wait 

Do You Remember?
This post card scene shows “Church Avenue” in Kilmarnock, looking west with the 
“new” Methodist Church in the foreground to the right. The post card was mailed in 
1911, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do You Remember?” 
is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

cians or the monetary gain of 
rich CEOs, it was just done 
for the general population, 
the people.

How in the world could leg-
islation benefiting the people, 
and with known political risk 

and no benefit for Congress 
or the ultra rich, actually be 
done in Washington, D.C.?

Something is terribly 
wrong.

Kent Williamson,
Heathsville

YOUR LETTERS

Stop for 
school buses

because this vehicle wasn’t 
stopping. If the student had 
continued off the bus, he would 
have been hit.

Is it so important to get where 
you are going that you cannot 
stop for a school bus? Will you 
be able to live with yourself if 
you injure or kill a child? 

Do you even care? Think 
about it, and stop!

Angel Hudson,
Bus 19

Did you ever wonder why the 
founding fathers would have 
devised a system of government 
that allows one person to hold 
the entire U.S. government hos-
tage? 

Well, it turns out that our 
founding fathers didn’t do that 
but instead the Republican 
members of the House Rules 
Committee on September 30, 
2013, pushed through a reso-
lution that gives the right to 
bring legislation to the floor to 
open our government to one 
person. That person is House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor, or 
his designee.

One of the most important 
responsibilities that Congress 
has is to bring legislation to 
the floor to be discussed and 
voted. The GOP changed that 
rule the day before the shut 
down with House Resolution 
368, Section 2.  This rule takes 
away the ability of the majority 
to bring legislation to the floor 
to open the government and 
places it squarely in one per-
son’s hand.

Mr. Boehner says he will not 
bring up the vote because he 
doesn’t have enough votes to 
pass it. That never stopped him 
the 42 times he brought up the 
vote to defund Obama Care. 
Even when he knew he didn’t 
have the votes to pass it or that 
the Senate would never go along 
with it or that he didn’t have the 
67 votes to override the veto 
that the president would most 
assuredly affix to it.  Is there 
anyone who doubts his real 
reason?  He has simply placed 
his ambition to remain speaker 
above all other considerations.

Is there any doubt in your 
mind that if the Republicans are 
successful with stopping health-
care to millions, that Social 
Security, Medicare, Medicaid 
and food stamps or some other 
social program will be next?  

The hurt our country feels is 
self-inflicted. 

Lloyd N. Hill, 
Weems

Republicans
change rules



A7RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

TO THE VOTERS OF NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
ELECT DEBORAH THOMAS BINGHAM FOR

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
On November 5, 2013, there will be a special election to fill the unexpired term of the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court Clerk, Linda Booth, who retired December 31, 2012.

I worked as deputy clerk under Mrs. Booth for five years and was appointed by Judge Taliaferro, III in 
January 2013 to fill the position until the special election takes place.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court is the custodian of our county records, which date back to the 1650’s.  
This covers such records as deeds, deeds of trust, recordation/probate of wills, qualifications of estates, 
processing civil actions, docketing judgments, issuing marriage licenses, concealed weapon permits 
and numerous other duties including enforcing Virginia code sections that apply to the office.

After graduating from Northumberland High School in 1987, I received an Associate in Applied Sci-
ence degree in business.  I worked for Attorney, Lawrence M. Traylor, for over 8 years.  I then went to 
work at the Northern Neck Regional Jail for over 12 years and was the Administrative Assistant before 
going to work for the Circuit Court.

I have received over 20 certificates of training for the clerk’s job through the Supreme Court over the 
last five years and have also received a very rewarding audit report from the Auditor of Public Accounts 
and additionally I received a letter of accomplishment from the Office of the Executive Secretary, which 
reads as follows:  “The Code of Virginia places many duties and responsibilities on the circuit court 
clerk’s office.  At a time when accounting procedures have become increasingly complex, with new fees 
and assessments being added, rising caseloads, and budgetary constraints, you and your staff have risen 
to the challenge and demands and were able to receive a report detailing no material deficiencies in 
your court’s operation.  We congratulate you and your staff on this accomplishment”. .

My office provides personal service to each person and we strive in doing our best in serving the com-
munity.  We are currently undergoing several changes to help the office run even more efficiently.  Some 
of the many include changing the land records system, working with the Library of Virginia in applying 
for a conservation grant to keep our records preserved and cross training among staff.  The Court is 
regulated by the Supreme Court and any changes must be by their approval.    

I am the only candidate with experience in this job and have the hands on training needed.

Remember when you vote for me, you will be voting for a 
candidate with the experience needed for such an important job.  
I am dedicated to doing the best I can for each of the citizens 
of Northumberland County.
 
Thanking you in advance for your vote and support on Tuesday, 
November 5, 2013.

Sincerely,

Deborah Thomas Bingham
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Paid and Authorized by Deborah Thomas Bingham
     

Come meet E. W. Jackson, Sunday, November 3rd at 2:30 p.m. until 4 p.m. 
at the Kilmarnock Inn, 34 E. Church St., Kilmarnock.

Paid for by Citizens for Jackson

SAMPLE BALLOT

Authorized by Electoral Board of the
County of Lancaster

P.O. Box 159
Lancaster, VA 22503-0159

The authority statement printed above 
must be removed and replaced with the 
appropriate authority statement for the 
candidate, committee, individual or group 
using this ballot for their own purposes. 
The authority statement used for this bal-
lot must comply with the requirements of 
either federal or state law, as appropriate. 
For state requirements, see §24.2-943 of 
the  Code of Virginia.  For federal 
requirements, call the Federal Election 
Commission, 1-800-424-9530.

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
OFFICIAL BALLOT
County of Northumberland 

GENERAL AND SPECIAL ELECTIONS
Tuesday, November 5, 2013

TO VOTE:

1.  USE ANY NO. 2 PENCIL (OR THE MARKING PEN IF PROVIDED).

2.  COMPLETELY FILL IN THE OVAL TO THE LEFT OF YOUR CHOICE LIKE THIS: .

To vote for a person not on the ballot for an office, write the name on the line provided and COMPLETELY fill in the oval to the left of that 
name. 

Terry R. McAuliffe - D
Ken T. Cuccinelli II - R
Robert C. Sarvis - L

Governor
(Vote for not more than one)

Ralph S. Northam - D
E. W. Jackson - R

Lieutenant Governor
(Vote for not more than one)

Mark R. Herring - D
Mark D. Obenshain - R

Attorney General
(Vote for not more than one)

Thomas H. "Tommy" Tomlin
Karen O. "Toni" Allison
Deborah Thomas Bingham
Ellen K. Douglas

Clerk of Court
For unexpired term to end

December 31, 2015
(Vote for not more than one)

Margaret Bevans Ransone - R

Member
House of Delegates

99th District
(Vote for not more than one)

Richard F. Haynie

Member
Board of Supervisors

District 2
(Vote for not more than one)

Dean W. Sumner

Member
School Board

District 2
(Vote for not more than one)

END OF BALLOT

SAMPLE BALLOT
Authorized by Electoral Board of the

County of Northumberland
P.O. Box 84

Heathsville, VA 22473-0084

The authority statement printed above 
must be removed and replaced with the 
appropriate authority  statement for the 
candidate, committee, individual or group 
using this ballot for their own purposes. 
The authority statement used for this 
ballot must comply with the requirements 
of either federal or state law, as 
appropriate. For state requirements, see 
§24.2-956.1 of the Code of Virginia. For 
federal  requirements, call the Federal 
Election Commission, 1-800-424-9530. 

Sample Ballots 
At right is a sample of the 

November 5 ballot for District 
2 in Northumberland County. 

The ballots are similar in 
other districts except that 
in District 3 James Long is 

listed as the only candidate 
for board of supervisors and 
Gerald R. Howard is listed as 
the only candidate for school 

board, and in Districts 1, 2 
and 4 there are no candidates 
listed for supervisor or school 
board since the terms in those 

districts have not expired.

At left is a sample of the 
November 5 ballot for District 
5 in Lancaster County, where 
there is a three-way race 
for the school board seat. 
The ballots are similar in 
other districts except that 
in District 1 F.W. “Butch” 
Jenkins Jr. is listed as the only 
candidate for supervisor and 
Robert V. Smart is listed as 
the only candidate for school 
board, and in Districts 2, 3 
and 4 there are no candidates 
listed for supervisor or school 
board since the terms in those 
districts have not expired.

YOUR LETTERS

I thank the citizens of Dis-
trict 5 for their unwavering 
support while serving this 
term on the Lancaster school 
board. I would also like to 
clarify my position on several 
critical upcoming issues.

As has been made public, 
our school board attorney 
advised the board to interview 
candidates for superintendent 
in November, which we will 
do. In addition, I will appoint 
a committee of citizens to 
aid the board in this process. 
Down the road, should our 
school board attorney have 
further recommendations, 
we will follow his advice in 
order to protect our commu-
nity from the possibility of 

Candidate 

I want to thank the citizens 
of Northumberland County 
for letting me come to their 
homes to introduce myself as 
a candidate for Circuit Court 
Clerk. I have met many new 
people and reconnected with 
quite a few I hadn’t been in 
touch with for a while. That 
itself is a blessing.

Some of you have expressed 
concern over problems you 
have heard that need to be 
addressed in that office. I am 
aware of those problems and, 
if elected, I will work to cor-
rect them. Unfortunately most 
of the general public has no 
idea what the responsibilities 
of that job are.

I would like to present 
myself once again as the 
most qualified candidate. I 
have served the public for 27 
years as Clerk in the District 
Court system in two differ-
ent counties. I worked closely 
with the Office of the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Supreme 
Court of Virginia on the case 
management and financial 
management systems. I have 
also worked with other crimi-
nal justice agencies, Com-
monwealth’s attorneys, and 
clerks in other jurisdictions. 
I have experience in manage-
ment and supervising staff, 
bookkeeping, budget prepara-
tion, and I know the need for 
accurate, timely and efficient 
recording and reporting which 
is vital in this most important 
position. I am the only candi-
date that is not party affiliated.

I have the experience, 
knowledge and dedication 
to the citizens of the county 
to work hard to bring the 
office of the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court Clerk up 
to date. Your vote for me will 
be, along with other duties 
required by the Code of Vir-
ginia, a vote to preserve our 
land records, which are our 
historical past, while moving 
the office forward into the 
future.

Ellen K. Douglas,
Candidate for 

Circuit Court Clerk

lawsuits.
As for the alternative 

school, some have suggested 
moving our alternative stu-
dents back to Lancaster. 
This school is not ours. It is 
a regional program and the 
expense is shared by other 
school divisions. The ride 
time for alternative students 
is the same as those attend-
ing our regional vocational 
school. Rather than burden 
the taxpayers, leave the 
system as it is. When alter-
native students demonstrate 
they are willing to be respon-
sible, they do come “home” 
and we are glad to have them.

At the November school 
board meeting the architects 
will bring their recommen-
dations for the replacement/
refurbishing of our facilities. 
As is our current practice, 
the public is invited to attend 
these informational sessions 
and will certainly be encour-
aged to provide input to 
achieve a satisfactory defini-
tive plan.

Finally, my top three priori-
ties for our students remain 
improved test scores, better 
discipline and the continued 
emphasis on technology and 
thinking skills.

I solicit your vote. Be 
assured, if elected, I will con-
tinue to do everything in my 
power to make Lancaster an 
outstanding place for learn-
ing, in a fully accredited 
environment, that always puts 
children first.

Alexander Fleet,
Candidate for School Board

After hearing the President 
and the Democrats tell us 
about the evilness of the Tea 
Party, I attended a meeting of 
the Tea Party for the first time 
two weeks ago.

I took my camera with me 
because I wanted to get a pic-
ture of the people with the 
horns coming out of their 
heads. I would have real proof 
they were the devil incarnate. 
I knew they would be wearing 
hats to cover the horns but I 
had devised a surreptitious 
plan to get them to remove 
them. Well, my plans went 
out the window. They were 
not wearing hats and there 
were no horns.

I did find evidence of 
unusual behavior. They 
started the meeting with a 
Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag and a prayer. How das-
tardly! The meeting was dedi-
cated to the issue of educa-
tion for all children.

The meeting started like 
every politician speaking on 
the issue of education. How 
the schools were failing our 
children and I thought more 
hot air. Then the meeting took 
a turn from the usual political 
rhetoric and they discussed 
the actual problems and they 
discussed solutions.

Instead of listening to the 
President and the Demo-
cratic Party’s prevarications, I 
would suggest the public go to 
one of the Tea Party meetings 

and judge for themselves. It is 
okay to have different views 
on how government operates 
and debate them. 

As Henry Ford said, para-
phrased, if you believe the 
government will take care 
of you, look at the American 
Indian. Solutions come from 
getting facts, not sonorous 
language. Instead of listening 
to a politician tell you that this 
or that is code for something 
else, decide for yourself. 

The preaching of hatred 
and bullying by the President 
and the Democratic Party is 
not a solution, it is a problem. 

Al Hall, 
Reedville
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Robert Westbrook
For

Lancaster County School Board

Your vote for Robert 
Westbrook is a vote 
for a change in our 

school system.

More importantly, it 
is a vote for our 

children.

Elect Robert Westbrook on November 5th.
For more information contact Friends of Robert S. Westbrook.

Email: Elect.Dr.Bob@gmail.com

This paid advertisment was authorized and paid for by 
Friends of Robert S. Westbrook

JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130  800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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RICHMOND—Since the 
act of texting while driving 
became a primary offense, 
Virginia State Police troop-
ers have cited several hundred 
motorists statewide. 

From July 1 through Sep-
tember 28, 2013, troopers 
stopped and charged 328 driv-
ers for violating Virginia’s 
“texting while driving” law.

During the 2013 Virginia 
General Assembly Session, 
legislators amended the Code 
of Virginia to make it a pri-
mary offense. A violation of 
this section is a traffic infrac-
tion punishable, for the first 
offense, by a fine of $125 and, 
for a second or subsequent 
offense, by a fine of $250. The 
law applies to the operator of 
a passenger vehicle in motion 
and exempts law-enforcement 
and other first responders.

Since the law went into 
effect, troopers have been 
enforcing it just like any other 
primary offense. The trooper 
must observe the illegal con-
duct of the vehicle’s opera-
tor, thus providing reasonable 
suspicion to initiate a traffic 
stop on that vehicle. Further 
investigation determines what, 
if any, offense the driver will 

It’s that time of the year again! Monsters, zom-
bies and ghouls will fill the streets to celebrate 

Halloween. If that’s not scary enough, AAA 
unearthed some frightening statistics. 

According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety, October 31 is the deadliest night of the 
year for pedestrians, said AAA Tidewater Vir-
ginia vice president for public affairs Georjeane 
Blumling.

“On Halloween, motorists need to be especially 
vigilant between the hours of 4 p.m. and midnight, 
when pedestrians are most vulnerable,” said Blum-
ling. “Slowing down, watching for trick-or-treaters 
and designating a sober driver may save a life.”

To help make the roadways safer this Hallow-
een, AAA offers these tips: 

avoid cutting through residential streets where 
trick-or-treaters are likely to be present. When pro-
viding directions to a party, try not to route guests 
through neighborhoods unnecessarily.

on streets, medians and curbs. Excited trick-or-
treaters, often in dark costumes, may not pay 
attention to traffic and cross mid-block or between 
parked cars.

and vampires in the neighborhood. According to 
the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, a pedes-
trian is more than twice as likely to be killed if 
they’re hit by a car traveling at 35 mph compared 
to 25 mph. 

up about one-third of all motor vehicle deaths 
resulting in an average of one death every 45 min-
utes. Always designate a sober driver if you plan 
to drink.

These tips can help parents keep their trick-or-
treaters safe:

that parents accompany young trick-or-treaters.

precautions and plan the route ahead of time. 
Remind children never to cross the street mid-
block or between parked cars.

obstruct vision and opt for non-toxic face paint 
instead of masks. Check and adjust the length of 
costumes to avoid tripping. Add reflective material 
or tape to keep kids visible.

neighborhoods, always use appropriate car seats 
and seat belts and have children enter and exit on 
the passenger side of the vehicle.

Red Hat Bingo raises scholarship funds
The Woman’s Club of Northumberland County recently sponsored a Red Hat Bingo to 
raise scholarship funds for an upcoming senior to attend RCC. Pictured above are the 
Northern Neck Nellies enjoying the event.

Keep roads safe for trick-or-treaters

Troopers cite hundreds
for texting while driving

be cited for by the trooper. 
Troopers have the discretion 
to warn, summons or arrest a 
violator.

“Keep in mind that this 
data does not provide an 
exact account of the problem 
that exists concerning texting 
while driving on Virginia’s 
highways,” said Virginia State 
Police Superintendent Col. W. 
Steven Flaherty. 

“Depending on the obser-
vation of the investigating 
trooper, drivers can also be 
cited for reckless driving and, 
therefore, not included as a 
texting-while-driving vio-
lation,” said Col. Flaherty. 
“Regardless, texting while 
driving puts at risk the driver, 

passengers and every other 
motorist, motorcyclist, pedes-
trian and bicyclist sharing the 
roadway with that inattentive 
driver.”

In addition, state legisla-
tors this past session also 
established a law prohibit-
ing anyone from texting 
while driving a commercial 
vehicle or a vehicle used to 
transport between nine and 
15 passengers. The law does 
permit “texting when neces-
sary to communicate with law 
enforcement or other emer-
gency services.” 

Another law prohibits the 
use of any wireless telecom-
munications devices by per-
sons driving school buses.

RRecord.com


