Rappahannock Record

The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

75¢

Thursday, October 24, 2013

Volume 97 No. 4

www.rrecord.com

Rezoning for storage facility approved;
new town hall expense under $810,000
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
KILMARNOCK—No one opposed the rezoning of a
parcel on James B. Jones Memorial Highway Monday
night and the town council voted unanimously, 5-0, to
allow the change from residential to commercial.
The request to rezone the parcel from R1 to C2 was
made by Robert Booth in order to locate a storage facility
for his family’s business, W.F. Booth and Son Inc. on the
property. The lot is between Irvington Road and Black
Stump Road with 217 feet of road frontage.
No one spoke during council’s public hearing on the
rezoning request. Town planner Marshall Sebra said one
neighbor voiced her concerns about the rezoning at the
town’s planning commission last month but her concerns
had been addressed. The planning commission voted to
recommend the rezoning.
Councilman Shawn Donahue made the motion to
approve the rezoning request with Rebecca Nunn
making the second. Donahue, Nunn, Howard Straughan,
Mae Umphlett and Emerson Gravatt voted to approve.
Councilman William Smith was absent.
In other business, council also voted 5-0 to appoint
Umphlett as the council’s liaison to the planning
commission.

During his report for the administration and ﬁnance
committee, Straughan said he was pleased to ﬁnd the
purchase and related expenses of the new town hall were
under $810,000.
“We’re very pleased with that,” he said.
Nunn added she was “also very pleased,” noting that
after the old town hall on North Main Street is sold, the
new building will have cost the town between $350,000
and $400,000. The replacement cost on the new building
is $2 million, she said.
During his streets, sidewalks and playground committee
report, Donahue told council that “after 10 years, we’re
ﬁnally going to do something” with the public property
owned by the town on North Main Street. Part of the
property is used for the town’s dog park but the remainder
is to be used as a town center/people’s park. Requests
for a master plan to determine how the property should
be developed are due to the committee this month, said
Donahue. He said no decision has been made on how to
develop it.
Straughan also asked that a plaque of appreciation be
made for Sebra to recognize his contributions to the town
council meeting room. Sebra built most of the furniture
in the room.

Planners recommend Northumberland
streamline its tourist home regulations
by Renss Greene
H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland
Planning
Commission last week recommended
approval of a zoning ordinance
amendment allowing tourist homes
by right throughout the county.
The board of supervisors asked the
commission to consider the change,
sparking a long and vocal public
hearing in September. At the October
17 meeting, the commission took
up the issue again with information
provided by county staff.
Currently, tourist homes must
be operated under conditional
use permits. Applications for a
conditional use permit have to go
through a public hearing before the
board of supervisors before they are
approved.
The board is receiving so many
applications that it seeks a way to
streamline the process, indicated
board liaison Richard Haynie.
Last month’s hearing saw speakers
predominantly opposed to the

amendment, although some, mostly
tourist home owners and employees,
supported the measure.
Following the hearing, tourist
home operators Maurice Johnson and
Cheryl Karcic drew up a petition in
support of the amendment, garnering
support from 90 businesses and
dozens of residents. The petition,
along with positive reviews of tourist
homes from former guests, were
part of a thick packet submitted to
the commission prior to the October
meeting.
If the board approves the draft
language as recommended, tourist
homes will not have to go through
an application process. However,
they will have to operate under rules
largely identical to conditional use
permit language.
“That’s how we’re proposing the
tourist home fall under this category,
is the permitted by right, but in order
to do so you have to meet this criteria,”
said assistant county administrator
Luttrell Tadlock. “And this is the
same criteria that we currently use on

each application that comes before
the board for a tourist home.”
Homeowner’s associations can
still prohibit tourist homes in their
community, explained Tadlock and
zoning administrator W.H. Shirley.
However, the standard HOA covenant
language prohibiting commercial
use does not preclude tourist homes
according to the 2007 Virginia
Supreme Court case Scott vs. Walker.
The HOA would have to include
language speciﬁcally prohibiting
short-term rentals.
Vice chairman Bill Kling raised
the issue of homes not within HOAs.
“It leaves them no alternative, they
don’t have a homeowner’s association
to go to, to seek redress, to seek a
change in the covenants that don’t
exist,” Kling said. “It seems to me
that they are more vulnerable, that
they could consider themselves more
vulnerable.”
The recommendation passed
unanimously. The board must
approve the amendment before it
becomes law.

Headless Horseman sighting
Traveling from Sleepy Hollow to Irvington, this Headless Horseman
haunted the grounds of Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
during the second annual Run for Your Life 5K and Trick and Trot
Monster Mile October 12. People of all ages came out to enjoy the
event, reported vice president for development Whiz Harris. As
Halloween approaches, more sightings of the strange or unexplained
are possible in the local area. Watch for the Headless Horseman at
the Kilmarnock Kandy for Kids event on Halloween day, October 31.
See story on page B1.

McDowell is found guilty
of voluntary manslaughter
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—A young woman
charged with the second-degree murder
of her boyfriend was convicted October
18 of a lesser charge in Lancaster
Circuit Court.
Jurors found Cheyenne Jessica
McDowell, 22, guilty of voluntary
manslaughter in the October 19, 2012,
stabbing death of Thomas Marcus
Segar Jr., 24, at their Fox Hill apartment
in Kilmarnock.
The panel of ﬁve men and seven
women recommended a sentence of
seven years in prison. After a defense
motion requesting a pre-sentence report,
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III set ﬁnal
sentencing for 9 a.m., December 20.

The Commonweath’s contention
that McDowell stabbed Segar once in
the neck with a butcher knife severing
an artery was never in dispute. From
the moment the incident occurred,
McDowell said she stabbed him. But
the defense said their client acted in
self-defense after a dispute escalated
into Segar choking her into near
unconciousness. McDowell grabbed
for something to ﬁght off the 6-foot-2inch, 285-pound man and came up with
the knife, claimed attorney Charles
“Rusty” McKerns.
Segar’s autopsy reported a blood
alcohol level of 0.16, twice the legal
limit to drive, McKerns told jurors.
McDowell, continued on page A2

Clerk candidates address Bluff Point Community League
by Renss Greene
BLUFF
POINT——Candidates
for Northumberland County Clerk of
Circuit Court exchanged sometimes
heated words at a panel discussion
held by the Bluff Point Community
League on October 21.
The four candidates were invited to
socialize with Bluff Point Community
League members and visitors and ﬁeld
questions submitted ahead of time
and by the audience. The candidates
are Deborah Bingham, Karen “Toni”
Allison, Thomas “Tommy” Tomlin
and Ellen Douglas.
The panel began civilly but became
tense as Tomlin and Allison took shots
at Bingham, the current clerk of court.
“I haven’t heard Deborah mention
at all about the secure remote access,”
Tomlin said, speaking of a web-based
system for accessing court records. “I
want to bring our clerk’s ofﬁce into the
20th, much less the 21st century.”
Tomlin and Allison both challenged
the current ﬂexibility of the clerk’s
ofﬁce staff.
“I think it’s important that everybody
in the ofﬁce knows how to do one
particular thing or the other, because

From left are Bluff Point Community League president David Mower and candidates for Northumberland
County Clerk of Circuit Court Deborah Bingham, Karen “Toni” Allison, Thomas “Tommy” Tomlin and
Ellen Douglas.

if someone was sick or somebody was
not allowed to be in court that day, I
think everyone should be able to do
someone else’s job,” said Allison.
“I did mention in my speech that
cross training is part of what I am
working on,” responded Bingham.
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A few pointed questions came from
the audience, which included relatives
and supporters of the candidates.
One such question asked how being
endorsed by a particular political party
would affect a candidate’s conduct in
ofﬁce.
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“I’ll answer it, ‘cause it’s aimed
at me,” Tomlin said. “I ran as a
Republican, and I’m not going to
change my stripes in the middle of the
stream.”
After ﬁelding a few questions,
each candidate was allowed to make
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a few closing remarks on their
qualiﬁcations. Each distinguished him
or herself differently.
“I am the only candidate with 27
years’ experience in an actual clerk’s
ofﬁce,” said Douglas.
“I guess if we’re going to do the
‘only’s, I’m the only lawyer of the
bunch,” said Tomlin.
“I think with my 17 years of
experience in the law, my diligence
to helping people, making sure things
are right, and my ability to work with
our local attorneys, other counties,
sheriff’s departments, I think that
I can make a big difference in the
clerk’s ofﬁce making sure that at least
everything is done correctly,” said
Allison.
“I am the only candidate that has ever
worked in circuit court clerk’s ofﬁce,”
Bingham said. “I have been there for
six years when the election comes.”
“I’ve also learned more about the
circuit court than I ever knew,” said
Bluff Point Community League
president David Mower at the end of
the discussion.
Voting for the Northumberland
Circuit Court Clerk will be held
November 5.
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“Successful prosecution of this case was made possible by the immediate collection of evidence. In
particular, were statements made by McDowell to Kilmarnock Police Chief Mike Bedell. These were
statements made in real time in the heat of the moment without thought of future consequences
and proved crucial at conviction. The collection of evidence from the crime scene in the moments
following the stabbing by Lancaster investigator Ronald Hudson also proved crucial.”
—Robert Cunningham, Commonwealth’s Attorney

McDowell is found guilty of voluntary manslaughter
continued from page A1

He maintained McDowell had
silently endured years of physical abuse by Segar that resulted
in an expert witness diagnosing
her with battered person syndrome (BPS) and post traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD).
Commonwealth’s Attorney
Robert
Cunningham
and
assistant
Commonwealth’s
Attorney Kenneth Kunkle argued
the defendant’s statements after
the incident were not consistent
with those made a month later
when she started claiming Segar
abused her.
Cunningham said the victim’s
mother, who lived downstairs,
denied any knowledge of abuse
and did not hear any arguing
before the stabbing.

(IPE7IKEVXIWXM½IW
She could hear everything that
went on in their apartment, from
walking around to conversations,
“...especially Cheyenne’s voice
because it was high pitched,”
testiﬁed Della Segar. But that
night she claimed she didn’t hear
anything. “No conversation, no
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Shannon Rice

walking across the apartment...
just a very loud thump, thump.”
Segar said that was followed by
McDowell running downstairs
and yelling through her window
to call 911. “I thought she was
hurt because there was blood
on her face...and arms,” she
testiﬁed. “She was covered in
blood.”
She said her younger son,
Jordan, ran upstairs to check
on Marcus while she and
McDowell went outside to meet
the ambulance. Jordan came
running downstairs yelling
“What did you do?” and began
choking McDowell. Segar said
she tried to break his grip on
McDowell and couldn’t. He
stopped when the rescue squad
arrived and he ran toward them
for help.
Under cross examination,
McKerns asked if it was true her
ﬁrst thought was that Segar had
hurt McDowell.
“No...she called out the
window ‘Call 911, call 911.’ I
asked her why and she said ‘I
stabbed Marcus.’”
McKerns
pressed,
but
Segar continued to deny any
knowledge of abuse.
McKerns
presented
a
transcript of testimony in a
previous
hearing,
reading
her statement that her “...ﬁrst
thought was that Marcus had
done something. Isn’t that
because you knew of the abuse?”
he asked.
“I’ve never seen with my eyes
my son put his hands on her,” she
answered.
“When you thought Marcus
may have done something, why
did that thought come to you?”
Cunningham asked on re-direct.
“There was two people up
those stairs and only one person
came to my window saying call
911,” Segar replied. “She never
said a word about being beaten.
I talked to her Sunday at the jail.
She never said anything. I never
asked her because I was still in
shock.” Segar stated McDowell
never mentioned abuse until a
month after her arrest.

'LMIJ&IHIPPXIWXM½IW
Kilmarnock police chief
Mike Bedell testiﬁed McDowell
waived her rights to an attorney
before giving a verbal statement,
which he wrote out.
Reading from his report,
Bedell said the two were arguing
when Segar grabbed her in the
shoulder/neck area. “She said, ‘I

“I am satisﬁed with the verdict because responsibility has been taken for the death of my son and
there has been justice for my son. I want to thank
the police and the prosecution for successfully
taking this case forward.”
—Della Segar, the victim’s mother
reached and grabbed whatever
I could. I grabbed the big-assed
butcher knife and stabbed him
in the neck.’ She said she didn’t
mean to hurt him that bad.” She
also stated that Segar’s brother
started choking her after ﬁnding
his brother lying in a pool of
blood, said Bedell.
“She asked how Marcus was
doing. I told her he died. She
grabbed me by my wrist and
said ‘You’re joking, you’re lying,
you’re trying to trick me.’”
After
another
ofﬁcer
conﬁrmed the death, “She let out
a...scream and fell to the ﬂoor...
she was extremely upset,” Bedell
said. “The interview stopped
because she wasn’t in a state to
answer any questions.”
Under defense questioning,
Bedell said he didn’t ask about
physical assault prior to the
incident or any history of
abuse because he didn’t want
to interrupt her statement. “I
wanted to get her story without
me leading her in her statement.”
McKerns also asked why
Bedell didn’t record or video
tape the interview so jurors
could see for themselves the
defendant’s state of mind and
reactions. Bedell answered he
didn’t have his recorder with him
and his ofﬁce was not equipped
with video cameras.

1G(S[IPPXIWXM½IW
Defense led off its case with
McDowell as their ﬁrst witness.
She testiﬁed to knowing Segar
since she was 15 when she lived
in Callao. She moved to New
Jersey where she ﬁnished high
school before moving back at 17
and moving in with Segar.
“When I moved back, the
ﬁghts started.” She said he was
verbally abusive and punched,
kicked and choked her. But she
never called police, “because I
didn’t want to get him in trouble
or hurt him. I loved him.”
McDowell said she only
sought hospital care once when
the pain wouldn’t subside
after three days. Even though
her friends and co-workers
sometimes asked about the

Planning commission
seeks public input on
data information poles
by Audrey Thomasson
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LANCASTER—The planning commission decided last
week to hold a public hearing in November on a proposed
ordinance amendment to allow residents to erect data
information poles under 100 feet in height without county
fees or public hearings.
Planners split on whether to include waterfront property
in the amendment and decided to wait for public comment at
next month’s meeting, 7 p.m., November 14.
Commission member David Chupp expressed concern the
amendment would eliminate the public’s right to object to
their neighbor erecting an internet pole. However, members
bowed to supervisors’ desire to allow more access to high
speed internet for rural parts of the county.
County land use director Don Gill reported that some
surrounding counties have limited by-right placement for
poles while others require set backs. In Lancaster, poles are
allowed by right in areas zoned commercial and industrial.
However, the zoning ordinance requires a special exception
permit for poles of any height in the waterfront residential
overlay district (W1).
Gill suggested an amendment under permitted uses in
agricultural, residential and rural village districts that reads:
“Service provider installation of single-pole high-speed
data communication antennas less than 100 feet in total
height with main structure setbacks. Poles not meeting these
criteria with a special exception.”
“We all know these poles are very visual in sight,” said
commission member Ty Brent. “I feel it’s very elitist not to
include W-1. There’s no reason it can’t be in W-1. What’s the
reason?”
“It’s being done because rich people can raise a whole lot
of noise,” said Chupp.
Members split 3-3-1 on whether to include waterfront.
Member Tara Booth was undecided.

bruises or a black eye, McDowell
gave the excuse they were caused
by her 3-year-old child.
Defense called ﬁve witnesses
who worked with McDowell
over the years. All testiﬁed to
seeing occasional bruising or
facial abrasions.
In her testimony about
stabbing Segar, the defendant
said they had both been drinking
outside with friends that
evening. After McDowell had
an altercation with a neighbor,
they returned to their apartment.
She said they started arguing
and Segar came up behind her
and hit her to the ground then
grabbed her by the hair.
During a struggle, McDowell
said she bit Segar. “I tried to run
again and he was choking me. I
couldn’t breathe...I was passing
out...I was afraid I wouldn’t
come to,” she said.
“You were afraid you
wouldn’t come to because you
thought you were going to die,”
McKerns said.
Licensed abuse counselor
Carol Olson testiﬁed to running
a number of psychological tests
on McDowell. Her evaluation
showed McDowell has chronic
PTSD and BPS which creates a
heightened sensitivity to events,
a separation from understanding
reality or ﬁnding a way through
it, and causes her to base her
reactions on previous violence
against her.
Instructing the jury on their
choices of guilty or not guilty,
Judge Taliaferro explained a
conviction on murder could
be made if they believed there
was malice. Without malice
they could return a verdict of
manslaughter. If they believed
she acted in self-defense because
she felt her life was threatened,
he said they could ﬁnd her not
guilty.
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Northumberland County Commissioner of the Revenue
Todd Thomas congratulates his deputy, Elaine Bryant
Mullin, on her Deputy of the Year Award.

Northumberland deputy
commissioner wins state award
HAMPTON— Elaine Bryant
Mullin, Deputy Commissioner of
the Revenu for Northumberland
County Master recently received
the 2013 Margaret Ann Anderson
Outstanding Deputy of the
Year Award. This prestigious
award was presented by the
Commissioners of Revenue
Association of Virginia at their
annual conference last week in
Hampton.
The annual award is given to
the top Deputy Commissioner
of the Revenue in Virginia and
recognizes excellent service to
the association and the citizens
of the recipient’s locality. On
September 1, Mrs. Mullin
celebrated 30 years of service
to the county in key positions in
the commissioner’s ofﬁce. She
is the secretary for the Tidewater
District Commissioners of the
Revenue Association, a position
she has held for the last six years.
Mullin
was
nominated
for the award by her boss,
Northumberland
County
Commissioner Todd E. Thomas.
“Elaine meets all deadlines
consistently, maintains good
working relationships with
other county employees and her
punctuality for attendance is

exceptional. She has an excellent
rapport with the public and never
fails to go the extra mile to help a
taxpayer,” said Thomas.
Mullin earned her Master
Deputy Certiﬁcation in 2005 after
completing numerous classes
through the Commissioners of
Revenue Continuing Education
Program. She is a 1980 graduate
of
Rappahannock
High
School and a 1982 graduate
of Rappahannock Community
College, Warsaw.
Mullin is the daughter of the
late James “Jimmy” M. Jr. and
Marjorie M. Brann of Emmerton.
She has one son, Matthew
Bryant, and is married to Francis
“Frank” W. Mullin. They make
their home at Plain View Farm in
Emmerton.
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River Market
Angus N.Y. Strip
Steaks $8.99 lb.
7HITE 3TONE s 435-1725

Hollywood Costumes Storytelling
Forum Oct 28, 1:00 pm

ART L EAGUE

Speaker, Jeffrey Allison, VMFA Programs and Exhibition Manager and Paul Mellon
Collection Educator, will preview the up-coming Hollywood Costumes and Hollywood
Portraits shows at the VMFA. The Hollywood Costume exhibit explores the central
role costume design plays in cinematic
storytelling.
The Made in Hollywood Exhibit showcases original vintage prints by the most
important photographers working in
Hollywood 1920–1960. This exhibition
features prints of some of the greatest
stars during the golden age of the ﬁlm
industry.

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309
Organized by the VMFA Ofﬁce of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund
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SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett this week reported the arrest of two
individuals on misdemeanor charges.
A Nuttsville Road man, 37, was charged
October 17 with two counts of contributing to the
delinquency of a minor and two counts of domestic
assault and battery.
A Mt. Olive Road man, 22,
was charged October 17 with
assault and battery.

Activity Report

to a suspicious/intoxicated persons complaint on
North Main Street.
October 20: Staff responded to an abandoned
vehicle complaint on White Marsh Lane, to the
local emergency room on a report of an assault
victim seeking medical care (subject reported he
fell down the stairs), to the local
emergency room to assist with a
violent patient who was assaulting
the medical staff, to the White
Stone area to meet with a citizen
who had a civil complaint, and
to a suspicious person/possible
larceny in progress on Steamboat
Lancaster County Crime
Road (subject was picking up
Solvers seeks information on
tables and related equipment
a break and enter and stolen
used for an oyster roast; no
properly.
criminal incident).
On October 10, the
October 21: Staff received
Lancaster County Sheriff’s
a walk-in complaint of an
Ofﬁce took a report of
assault (duty magistrate issued
property that was stolen
protective orders against two
from 1696 Irvington Road.
persons); notiﬁed Richmond
Stolen from the property
County authorities of a reported
were two chain saws with the
trafﬁc crash on Mason Road;
name brands of Poulin and
responded to an E911 disconnect
Homelite. A shed also was
call that originated from the
broken into and searched on
area of Shalem Place (no
the property.
emergency services needed),
On October 11, Lancaster
and to a destruction of property
County deputies took a
complaint on Shady Lane (report
report of a stolen Play Station
not available for inclusion in the
111 and the controller from
media release).
the resident at 486B Wilson
Staff also conducted 10
Lane. Entry was made
trafﬁc stops, issued seven trafﬁc
sometime between the hours
summonses, assisted three
of 7:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
motorists, reported ﬁve deer
Wanted
strikes, responded to two calls
Robert Omar Britton,
for trafﬁc control, investigated
28, is wanted for failure to
six building alarms, transported
appear in Lancaster General
three prisoners and ﬁelded three
District Court on October 9
calls for animal control service.
for driving suspended. He

CRIME
SOLVERS

October15: Staff received
an attempted telephone fraud
complaint from a White
Stone area resident (the call
originated from 617-284-1955;
the caller wanted bank account
information “so he could deposit
the Social Security check”
for the local resident; no such
information was released), and
a shots ﬁred complaint from a
Sullavans Road resident (unable
to determine if this was target
practice or hunting).
October 16:
Staff
responded to a juvenile
behavioral
complaint
on
Regina Road, to a reckless
driving/curse
and
abuse
complaint on North Main
Street; to an E911 disconnect
call on Ice House Drive
(telephone line problem), with
Virginia State Police (VSP)
to a trafﬁc crash in the 3100
block of White Chapel Road,
and to a domestic disturbance
in the 800 block of Nuttsville
Road; and notiﬁed the Virginia
Department of Transportation
(VDOT) of a citizen’s
Fire calls
complaint of excessive trash
is described as a black male
The White Stone Volunteer
on Courthouse Road.
with brown hair and eyes.
Fire
Department
assisted
October 17: Staff notiﬁed
He is 6 feet tall and weighs
Emergency
Medical
Services
VDOT of a large animal carcass
220 pounds. His last known
(EMS) with a call on The Lane,
interfering with trafﬁc on Jesse
address was 126 Gatsby
and responded to a possible
duPont Memorial Highway,
Road, Topping.
hazardous materials spill at
and a downed tree interfering
Jeffrey Wayne Ferguson,
Weems and Gaskins roads.
with trafﬁc on Old Salem Road;
39, is wanted for failure to
The
Upper
Lancaster
responded to a civil complaint/
appear in Lancaster Juvenile
Volunteer Fire Department
boundary line dispute on Pintail
and Domestic Court on
responded to a utility line ﬁre on
Lane, and with Kilmarnock
October 8. He is described
Monaskon Road, and to a trafﬁc
Police Department (KPD) to a
as a white male with brown
crash at River Road and Doggett
domestic
disturbance/assault
eyes and black hair. He is
Lane.
complaint on Southport Lane.
5 feet, 10 inches tall and
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
October
18:
Staff
weighs 174 pounds. His last
Fire Department responded to
responded to a prowler
known address was 1111
trafﬁc crash at Mary Ball and
complaint reportedly in the
22nd St., Newport News.
Good Luck roads, and a trafﬁc
3300 block of Mary Ball
Report information
crash on North Main Street; and
Road (the address provided
regarding the stolen property,
assisted EMS with a call in the
does not exist; a call back to
the break-ins, or wanted
9900 block of Mary Ball Road.
the complainant determined
persons to Lancaster County
the address was on Merry
Crime Solvers, 462-7463.
Northumberland
Point Road), to a domestic
You do not have to give your
County Sheriff Chuck
disturbance on Edgewood
name or appear in court.
Wilkins this week announced
Lane, with VSP and KPD to
You could receive a
the arrest of ﬁve individuals.
a two-vehicle trafﬁc crash at
reward up to $1,000 for
Felonies
Mary Ball and Good Luck
information that is useful to
Andrew Myles Cockrell, 32,
roads, to the 4300 block of
law enforcement.
of
Heathsville was charged
Irvington Road on a call
October 15 with two counts of
involving a tire that came off
a boat trailer and struck a parked vehicle, to a felony child abuse/neglect.
Kristen Dyke Cockrell, 35, of Heathsville
suspicious person complaint in the 6700 block
of Mary Ball Road (subject was setting up a tree was charged October 15 with two felony counts
stand), to Middlesex with the narcotics canine of child abuse/neglect.
John E. Stemmerman, 36, of Mechanicsville
to assist with a search; and received a walk-in
was charged October 17 with a capias to show
complaint of child custody/visitation.
October 19: Staff intercepted a reported cause for a probation violation. Stemmerman
reckless driver entering White Stone from Greys was arrested by the City of Richmond Police
Point; responded to the local emergency room to Department.
help identify a person who was confused but not Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 18, was charged October
in need of medical care, with VSP to a two-vehicle
trafﬁc crash at River Road and Doggett Lane, to a 19 with possession of synethetic cannabinoids
destruction of property complaint on James Lane (Spice).
A Sterling man, 30, was charged October 20
(vehicle shot by BB gun; $150 loss), to a mental
health emergency on Ocran Road, and with KPD with DUI, refusal and reckless driving.
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VDOT ‘road
diet’ coming
to Hartfield
FREDERICKSBURG—To
promote safety in the Hartﬁeld
area of Middlesex County,
the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) will
reduce the number of through
lanes on Route 3 and create a new
center turn lane over a 0.4-mile
segment of roadway.
Route 3 will be reduced
from four through lanes to two
lanes between Regent Road and
Twiggs Ferry Road. VDOT is
adding a center turn lane that
can be shared by eastbound and
westbound trafﬁc.
Referred to as a “road diet,”
the slimmed-down number of
through lanes is designed to
encourage motorists to travel at
uniform speeds. The reduction
also provides space to add a fourfoot shoulder to the roadway for
bicyclists and make right turns
into driveways easier.
VDOT has installed “road
diets” elsewhere in Virginia to
reduce crashes, and they have
been implemented in numerous
other states.
“Currently, drivers abruptly
shift lanes in the Hartﬁeld area to
avoid vehicles turning right and
left into commercial entrances,”
said VDOT area trafﬁc engineer
Peter Hedrich, P.E. “VDOT
wanted to lower the risk of rearend and sideswipe crashes in
this corridor by adding a center
turn lane, which provides more
protection for turning vehicles.
Reducing the number of travel
lanes provides space for the turn
lane, and results in more uniform
travel speeds.”
Beginning this week, VDOT
will start to resurface the
pavement and re-stripe lane
markings. The work is expected
to take two weeks to complete,
weather permitting.
Motorists will encounter
single-lane closures from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. each Wednesday and
Thursday, with a ﬂagging crew
directing trafﬁc.
A diagram of the new lane
conﬁguration has been posted at
www.virginiadot.org/projects/
fredericksburg/route_3_traffic_
pattern_change.asp.

The Agenda
Local Government News
LOTTSBURG—The
regular meeting of the
Northumberland County
School Board will be held at
6 p.m. November 4 at the school
board ofﬁce in Lottsburg. This
is a change from the regular
meeting date of November 13.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

ADVENTURES
NOV. 12-15, 2013 CHRISTMAS AT THE BILTMORE ESTATEWAIT LIST ONLY Tours of the Spectacular Holiday Decorated
Biltmore Estate, Biltmore Winery, Biltmore Village.
DEC. 7, 2013

BETHLEHEM WALK - An interactive outdoor drama
where guests will experience the birth of Jesus. Let the
sights and sounds take you back to a period that changed
the world.

DEC. 10-12, 2013 MYRTLE BEACH - Southern Holiday Festival of Shows.
Entertainment and Shopping. Palace Theatre featuring
Christmas on Ice.
DEC. 16, 2013

VIENNA BOYS CHOIR - Celebrate Christmas with
timeless music. Performances of classical masterpieces,
beloved pop songs and holiday favorites.

FEB. 8-18, 2014 CARIBBEAN CRUISE - Sail from Baltimore to the warm
blue waters of the Western Caribbean. Leave the cold
weather behind for a great mid winter get-a-way.
SEPT. 4-12, 2014 NEW ENGLAND CRUISE - Leaving from Baltimore, Ports
of Call include Bar Harbor where you will enjoy whale
watching, Bay of Fundy and historic Nova Scotia.

CALL FOR DETAILS

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us - we’re going places”

with

presents

Saturday, October 26, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.
Lancaster Middle School Theater, Kilmarnock
Adults $20, Students always FREE
Tickets available at the door.
For information call Floyd Hollister at : 804-435-8729
or visit www.NorthernNeckOrchestra.org
The Northern Neck Orchestra is funded in part by grants from
the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts,
the Virginia Commission for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts,
Dominion Resources, Inc., and The Tidewater Foundation and
its annual fund raising event the Holly Ball.



Drug Take Back Day set for Oct. 26
H E AT H S V I L L E — O n
Saturday, October 26, the
Northumberland
County
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce will participate
in the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s
seventh
National Drug Take Back Day.
Prescription drug abuse
in the U.S. is alarmingly
high. According to the 2012
National Drug Use and Health
survey, almost twice as many
Americans
(6.8
million)
currently abuse prescription
drugs than the number of

those
abusing
cocaine,
hallucinogens, heroin, and
inhalants combined, reported
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins.
Studies show that a majority
of abused prescription drugs
are obtained from family
and friends, including from
home medicine cabinets, said
Wilkins.
Collected during the ﬁrst six
DEA Drug Take Back Days, 2.8
million pounds of prescription
and over-the-counter drugs
were properly destroyed, he

said. This program also keeps
these drugs from contaminating
our ground water after they are
improperly ﬂushed or disposed
of in sewage systems.
Any outdated or unused
prescription
or
over-thecounter drugs can be dropped
at the Sheriff’s Ofﬁce between
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Saturday.
No sharps or needles can be
accepted.
The public can locate other
collection sites at www.dea.
gov, or call 800-882-9539.
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Community Christmas Project begins fourth year

T

he Lancaster County Community Christmas
Project has begun its fourth year of helping
Lancaster County children have a joyful
Christmas.
Last year the project, coordinated with the
Kiwanis Club and the Boys and Girls Club in the
Northern Neck, provided gifts for 97 families
with 219 children. Over 50 sponsors, which
included churches, businesses and individuals,
donated money, shopped for speciﬁc children
or donated toys and books, reported coordinator
Sue Donaldson.
In order to qualify for Christmas assistance, a

family must be qualiﬁed for Medicaid or FAMIS
health services for their children. The family ﬁlls
out a “wish list” for each of their children.
This year the guideline for the list includes a
toy of no more than $25 cost, clothes at $35 and
school supplies at $10. For about $70 a child can
have presents to open, play with, wear and use
at school.
To contribute to this community need, call Sue
Donaldson at 435-6894 or Wardell Carter at 5144930, or mail a donation or request for a family
assignment to Christmas Project, 218 Close
Quarters Drive, White Stone, VA 22578.
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RGH receives major gifts from two donors
K I L M A R N O C K — Tw o
signiﬁcant
gifts
totaling
$400,000 were received recently
by the RGH Foundation in
honor of “the compassionate
and professional care” provided
by Rappahannock General
Hospital.
Adeline Jones Voorhees
and Stephen Coerte Voorhees
recently gifted the RGH
Foundation with a $300,000
donation from their estate, and
the Nettie Lokey Wiley and
Charles L. Wiley Foundation
contributed
$100,000
to
support the nonproﬁt hospital in
Kilmarnock.
In a 2011 testimonial in the
hospital’s annual report, Stephen
Coerte Voorhees, who retired to
Merry Point from Charleston,
W.Va., in the late 1980s, wrote:
“As far as I’m concerned,
Rappahannock General is the
most important asset to anyone
living in this area. My late wife
Adeline and I have been patients
of the hospital and have used
its auxiliary services many
times. We supported the Cancer
Center when it was built, helped
with funding for the emergency
room area, and we give each
year to the annual fund drive. I
know how difﬁcult economic
times and health reforms
affect the ﬁnancial stability of
hospitals today, especially rural
community hospitals like RGH.
I am happy to give what I can to
help.”
Earlier this month, their
children, Sarah Voorhees, Nancy
Hennessy and Peter Voorhees,

Stephen Coerte Voorhees and Adeline Jones Voorhees

toured the hospital and thanked
the staff. “Our parents … always
praised the kind and professional
care they received from the
employees at Rappahannock
General,” Nancy said. “We came
to know some of the staff, too,
during their hospitalizations
and home health care. This visit
helps to give us closure.”
Craig Kelly, president of the
RGH Foundation, thanked the
Voorhees family for visiting the
hospital and discovering why
their parents wanted to help
people in the community who
receive care and provide care.
“Our entire staff is so honored
to have been remembered by
Coerte and Adeline. It’s almost
impossible to say enough about
what they have meant to our
community and what their gift
means, not only to RGH, but also
to the well-being of our whole
community. … It is a signiﬁcant

and thoughtful gift, and we are
most grateful for it.”
Gratitude was also at the core
of a $100,000 grant from The
Wiley Foundation, based in
Irvington. Nettie Lokey Wiley,
a Lancaster County native who
taught school for 43 years, and her
husband, Charles “Bud” Wiley,
an engineer and naval ofﬁcer,
spent most of their careers in
Long Island, N.Y., retiring to
the Northern Neck in 1963 and
lending their considerable talents
to many social and charitable
organizations. After Bud died
suddenly in 1981, his widow
established the foundation,
which primarily beneﬁts young
children in Lancaster County.
“We are well aware of the
importance of Rappahannock
General Hospital to our children
and to our community,” said Tom
Gosse, president of The Wiley
Foundation. “RGH not only

Stroke: Not just for old folks
O

ctober 29 is World Stroke
Day and Rappahannock
General
Hospital
(RGH)
in Kilmarnock urges the
community to join in raising
awareness and education about
the potentially deadly effects of
stroke and heart disease.
The campaign slogan for the
event, “Because I care…”, can
easily be adapted to all cultures
and in any setting, reported
marketing coordinator Joanna
Marchetti.
There remain myths and
misconceptions about stroke,
said Marchetti. The slogan
attempts to address prevailing
misinformation that stroke only
happens later in life. Moreover,
caregivers and the role of family
and close friends—those in
the frontlines providing the
supportive care—will play an
essential role in the campaign.
It will celebrate their important
contributions. Caregivers can
correct much misinformation
since they know ﬁrst-hand what
the reality is around stroke.
The campaign asks people to
commit to six stroke challenges:
s +NOW YOUR PERSONAL RISK
factors: high blood pressure,
diabetes, and high blood
cholesterol.
s "E PHYSICALLY ACTIVE AND
exercise regularly.
s -AINTAIN A HEALTHY DIET HIGH
in fruit and vegetable and low in
salt to stay in a healthy state and

keep blood pressure low.
s ,IMIT ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION
s !VOID CIGARETTE SMOKE )F YOU
smoke, seek help to stop now.
s ,EARN TO RECOGNIZE THE
warning signs of a stroke and
how to take action.
Because I care…
s ) WANT YOU TO KNOW THE FACTS
about stroke;
s ) WILL WORK TO BREAK DOWN
the myths surrounding stroke;
s ) WANT YOU TO LEARN HOW TO
minimize your risk of stroke;
s ) WANT YOU TO HAVE ACCESS TO
the best possible treatment;
s ) WILL ENSURE THAT YOU RECEIVE
quality treatment, care and
support;
s ) WILL BE WITH YOU EVERY STEP
of the way towards your full
recovery.
Stroke—a non-communicable
disease that attacks 15 million
people worldwide every year and
claims a life every six seconds—
can be beaten.
The World Stroke Campaign
aims to disseminate essential
life-saving information and
share knowledge about actions
and lifestyle behaviors that
could avert the assault of stroke.
The campaign will also identify
opportunities to improve and
educate the public on the
fundamental need for appropriate
and quality long-term care and
support for stroke survivors,
including the empowerment of
stroke care-providers.

Here are the facts:
s 3TROKE CAN BE PREVENTED
s 3TROKE CAN BE TREATED
s 3TROKE CAN BE MANAGED IN THE
long-term.
s  IN  PEOPLE WILL HAVE A
stroke in their lifetime.
s %VERY  SECONDS STROKE KILLS
someone.
s %VERY OTHER SECOND STROKE
attacks a person, regardless of
age or gender.
s  MILLION PEOPLE EXPERIENCE
a stroke each year; 6 million of
them do not survive.
s !BOUT  MILLION PEOPLE
have had a stroke - most have
residual disabilities.
“If you suspect a stroke,
remember the word FAST –
F-A-S-T,” said Vicki Hogge,
RGH emergency department
nurse and stroke program
coordinator. “F is for face—is
your face dropping? A is for
arms—can you lift both arms?
S is for speech—are you slurring
your words? T is for time, call
9-1-1 immediately because with
stroke, time is brain.”
“Time is crucial in the
treatment of stroke, as on
average, every 40 seconds
someone in the United States
has a stroke and roughly every
four minutes someone dies from
a stroke,” said Hogge. “The
earlier a stroke is recognized
and the patient receives medical
attention, the greater chance of
recovery.”

Norris marker will be dedicated Nov. 16
T

he State Historical Marker for Dr. Morgan
E. Norris, recently approved by the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources, will be
dedicated at 2 p.m. November 16, near the Norris
home place at 16078 Mary Ball Road in south
Kilmarnock.
Speakers for the ceremony include Pam
Schenian, CLG, program coordinator for the

Tidewater Regional Preservation Ofﬁce, and Dr.
Morgan E. Norris III, representing the family,
said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee
Ashburn.
Mayor Raymond Booth will welcome the
gathering and Demetrius Means will offer the
invocation, said Ashburn.
The event is sponsored by the museum.

Are you a
frustrated crafter?
If so, join us at
White Stone United Methodist Church
in the fellowship hall
every 1st and 3rd Wednesday,
from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.
Your frustrations will disappear
and frendships will build.
Any hand craft is welcome
includin sewing machines.
including
See you at
Friendship and Fun
starting on
November 6, 2013.

provides us with health care, but
offers employment to many of
our residents.”
The generous gifts from both
foundations are greatly appreciated by RGH, said B.H. Hubbard, chairman of the RGH
board of directors. “We hope
the example set by the Voorhees
family and the Wiley Foundation will inspire others to support the hospital so we can
continue providing the vital services our community needs and
deserves.”
Jimmie Carter, executive
director of the RGH Foundation, said continued support
is essential to the community
hospital. “RGH has signiﬁcant
ﬁnancial challenges because of
unexpected federal cuts totaling
$1.2 million, coupled with continuing cutbacks in Medicare/
Medicaid payments and the
inability of many patients to pay
their bills due to the continuing
recession,” Carter said.
To support Rappahannock
General Hospital, contact
Carter at 435-8638.
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Attitude Boutique
76 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.shopattitudeboutique.com

804-435-8811
shopattitudeboutique@gmail.com
Open: Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm

True Value Paint Sale
October 30 through November 5
$7 Instant Savings on EASYCARE PLATINUM, EASYCARE INTERIOR,
WEATHERALL EXTREME or WEATHERALL EXTERIOR ULTRA
PREMIUM PAINT
All offer long-lasting durability and come with a lifetime warranty. Stock up today!

LIMIT FIVE GALLONS.

See Store for details. Offer ends November 5th.

Lilian Lumber True Value Home Center
 .ORTHUMBERLAND (WY "URGESS 6A s   
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Is having Its annual
Halloween Party
& costume contest

Friday, october 25

1st prize $100 gift certiﬁcate
2nd prize $75 gift certiﬁcate
3rd prize $50 gift certiﬁcate
Nightly specials available

Last day of 2013 Season is November 24
Reopening March 2014
Open Friday & Saturday 5pm - 10pm
3UNDAY PM PM s   
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Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive
BURGESS LOCATION
Will be closing November 4th for RENOVATIONS
(Renovations will take approximately 3 to 6 months)

All Repair Work will continue in Kilmarnock
and all Burgess phone lines will be forwarded to Kilmarnock
We will work with any customer that may need transportation
to and from Kilmarnock.
We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.
Our goal is to provide a more up-to-date facility for our customers.

/MPQEVRSGO  :MVKMRME













RAPPAHANNOCK
RECORD



3GXSFIVA5

Juvenile striped bass rebound in bay waters
GLOUCESTER POINT—
Preliminary results from a
long-term monitoring program
conducted by researchers at
the Virginia Institute of Marine
Science (VIMS) suggest an
average number of young-ofyear striped bass was produced
in Virginia tributaries of
Chesapeake Bay in 2013.
The 2013 year class
represents the group of ﬁsh
hatched this spring that could
grow to ﬁshable sizes in three
to four years. The program
recorded more than 10 ﬁsh per
seine haul, which is roughly
equivalent to the historic
average nine ﬁsh per seine haul.
This is a considerable increase
in annual recruitment from
last year throughout the bay
when juvenile bass recruitment
was among the lowest ever
observed.
The improvement for 2013
is consistent with historically
observed patterns in which
striped bass populations, and
the ﬁsheries they support,
are stabilized by strong year
classes that can mitigate
the effect of less productive
years. For example, increased
recruitment in 2013, 2003, and
2000 followed years of belowaverage recruitment in 2012,
2002, and 1999. The return of
the juvenile abundance index to
average levels in 2013 suggests
that striped bass abundance
may appear less variable once
this cohort joins the adult
population.
Striped
bass
spawning
biomass—a measure of the
adult ﬁsh that return to spawn
each spring—is traditionally
dominated by a few strong year
classes. For instance, striped
bass recovery in the early 1990s
was partially attributed to a few
strong year classes produced
in the late 1980s. Therefore, a
single poor year of recruitment
such as that observed in
2012 can be partially offset
by production in previous or
subsequent years. Although the
2013 year class of striped bass

following ﬁshing bans enacted
in Delaware, Maryland and
Virginia in the mid- to late1980s. Since then, the bay’s
striped bass population has
increased to the point that
striped bass are now considered
recovered.
Monitoring
of
juvenile striped bass recruitment
will continue next year.

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

&
Buy Silver and Gold
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

In the Nation, what matters to us is
what matters to you.

Christopher Davis deploys a seine net on the
Rappahannock River during the 2013 Juvenile Striped
Bass Seine Survey.

is considered average in terms
of abundance, it represents a
signiﬁcant increase following
the low recruitment observed
in 2012.
Striped bass play an important
role as a top predator in the bay
ecosystem and provide value
to numerous commercial and
recreational anglers. Professor
Mary Fabrizio, who directs the
Juvenile Striped Bass Seine
Survey at VIMS, notes that the
economic and ecological value
of striped bass lends signiﬁcant
interest to the year-to-year
status of their population. By
estimating the relative number
of young-of-year striped bass,
the Juvenile Striped Bass Seine
Survey provides an important
measure of annual and longterm trends in the bay’s striped
bass population.
The
VIMS
Juvenile

Striped Bass Seine Survey
samples 18 stations in the
Rappahannock, York and James
River watersheds. Each year,
biologists sample each site ﬁve
times from early July through
mid-September, deploying a
100-foot-long seine net from
the shore. They count each
netted ﬁsh, measure its length,
and return it to the water. These
young striped bass generally
measure between 40 and 100
mm (1.5-4 inches). Survey
scientists in Virginia measured
1,615 juvenile striped bass at
these stations in 2013. VIMS
has been conducting the survey
annually since 1967 for the
Virginia Marine Resources
Commission.
The bay’s striped bass
population has rebounded
from historic lows in the
late 1970s and early 1980s,

When it comes to protecting what you love, it’s not what
you know, but who you know. Someone who cares about
what you care about. At Nationwide Insurance, we call
them agents. You’ll call them friends. We put members
ﬁrst, because we don’t have shareholders.
Join the Nation where protection is personal.

Join me in Kilmarnock.
Steve Eudy
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Rd.

(804) 435-3164
Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, Ohio. Not all Nationwide affiliated companies are mutual companies and not all Nationwide
members are insured by a mutual company. Nationwide, Nationwide Insurance, the Nationwide framemark, Nationwide is On Your Side and Join the Nation are service marks of Nationwide
Mutual Insurance Company. ©2012 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved. NPR-0501M1 (07/12)

It’s Our Grandest
Sale of the Year!
30% OFF
STOREWIDE
October 25th & 26th
Don’t miss out... it only happens once a year!

Burkes
FINE JEWELERS

It’s a Northern Neck Tradition

Virginia Living
Best of Virginia
2013 Winner

86 South Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia
BURKESJEWELERSCOM s   
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Focal Point

Vote for
Cuccinelli

Don’t let this idyllic scene of turtles climbing onto a log to sun in a pond at
Mosquito Point fool you. For a Halloween scare, rotate the picture 90-degrees
clockwise and see what awaits the unwary prey that may venture too close.

Photo by John Roberts

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.

YOUR LETTERS
Vote for Ransone
Del. Margaret Ransone
has proven to be an effective
leader in Virginia’s General
Assembly, championing the
protection of our region’s
natural resources, local jobs
and fiscal health.
I’ve had the opportunity
to meet with Margaret many
times on regional economic
issues, and have consistently
been impressed by her hard
work and responsiveness to
constituents.
I urge all citizens of the
99th District to join me
in voting for Margaret on
November 5 so we can continue to benefit from her
dedicated representation.
James N. Carter Jr.,
Irvington

Vote to keep Fleet
For the lives of many of us
in the Northern Neck over the
last decades, the name synonymous with quality in education has been that of Alex
Fleet. As a teacher himself,
as superintendent of education for Lancaster County, as
a school board member, he
always has stood for excellence in our schools.
He built the present high
school and laid the plans for
the middle school. He has
earned the respect of educators across the Commonwealth. When one speaks of
teaching, he is the source to
whom others look for guidance.
All of us, but especially the
school children, are fortunate that he is on our school
board. Please vote to keep him
there, not because he needs
your vote, but because he has
earned your vote.
Daniel Headley,
Irvington

October 24, 2013
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Westbrook is
better prepared
I ﬁnd the people writing letters for Alex Fleet are his relatives, or are clueless as to his
role in the failures of this school
board.
Why has candidate Bill Smith
been absent for most of the campaign? Does he think he will
slip into the seat when the other
candidates cancel each other
out? Both of these candidates
have held leadership roles on a
school board that maintained
no control over their superintendent. Under their leadership,
they rubber stamped documents,
including ﬁnancial, without
proper questioning and examination as is their ﬁduciary duty.
Smith must accept some
responsibility for the debacle of
former superintendent Randolph
Latimore’s reign and $208,000
exit package of taxpayer money.
Fleet cannot deny the last four
years of chaos, which appears
to be superintendent Lukich’s
method of operation in previous districts. The board’s gross
incompetence in refusing—yes,
refusing—to set measurable
goals as required by his contract has allowed Lukich to set
our schools in a tail spin for 28
months.
Fleet, 85, may recall his
tenure as superintendent when
citizens ran him out of ofﬁce
some 35 years ago for questionable use of school resources and
disregarding an allegation of a
teacher’s inappropriate behavior
with a student, as reported in the
Record’s archives.
Dr. Robert Westbrook is a
respected family man and councilman. He is a former military
ofﬁcer whose character is strong
enough not to buckle to bullying
and intimidation. His wisdom
and judgment is thorough in
pursuit of the appropriate course
of action. Westbrook does not

enter this arena naive and uninformed—he’s studied state laws,
Virginia Department of Education policies, Lancaster school’s
history, and attends school board
meetings.
No one has stronger character
or is better prepared to ﬁll the
District 5 seat for school board
than Westbrook. Vote for Westbrook on November 5.
Elizabeth Clarke,
White Stone

More on reservoirs
A recent letter writer is not
enamored with reservoirs as
part of the solution to our current unsustainable reliance on
artesian aquifers for potable
water. But when artesian wells
begin to fail, and they will,
what are our best options?
We get 42 inches of rain
annually at no cost and it
doesn’t take a rocket scientist
to conclude that we ought to
use it.
Most of the objections to
reservoirs the writer referenced apply to rivers, not
to ephemeral streams running through uninhabited and
undevelopable canyons.
The
Northumberland
County Comprehensive Plan
urges that the watersheds of
prospective reservoir sites be
protected.
Cost/beneﬁt analysis will
determine if they are ever
used. The engineering report
for the entire Northern Neck,
now four decades old, estimated that the Lodge Creek
reservoir near Callao could
safely supply one million gallons of water per day, about
the volume used by all of Northumberland County.
At that time the estimated
total cost for land acquisition
and construction was on the
order of $200,000.
Dr. Lynton S. Land,
Ophelia

Virginia is a special place. We
are a microcosm of America. We
have the ocean, rivers, mountains and plains. The only terrain
we lack is desert.
We have lots of natural
resources, if we are allowed to
use them and farms and ﬁshing waters for food. Many of
the founders were from Virginia
and we have a rich heritage of
learned and thoughtful leaders.
George Mason would not support the Constitution, because
he objected to the provisions
of centralization of power and
advocated for a Bill of Rights.
He wanted to make sure that
we would not be swallowed by
an over-reaching federal government, after all they had just
fought a revolution over an overreaching monarchy.
We are at a crossroads today, a
place that may be our last chance
to have individual and personal
freedoms that are not overseen
by an ever invasive group of federal regulations. How much of
your personal information will
be available to the IRS and law
enforcement under this government healthcare?
Ken Cuccinelli, our Republican nominee for governor has
been ﬁghting against the excessive regulations that are killing
our ability to produce jobs and
to be freed of the requirement
to buy a government health care
policy that does not ﬁt individual needs. Expect rationing for
seniors in the future.
Mr. McAuliffe has no special
interest in Virginia, and considered running from New York
or Florida. As a former chairman of the Democratic National
Committee, his agenda would be
driven by the White House or the
Clintons.
Vote for Virginia, vote for
Cuccinelli, Jackson and Obenshain. They will follow the Constitution of the U.S. and the Constitution of Virginia.
Joan F. Blackstone,
White Stone

Superior service
attracts two votes
On November 5 in Northumberland, we will vote for Deborah
Bingham for Clerk of the Circuit
Court.
After reviewing her qualiﬁcations and direct experience in the
job, we believe that she will continue the excellent work of her
predecessor.
This is a job that requires
detailed knowledge of the Code
of Virginia and current accounting procedures along with intelligence and integrity. As the court
selected appointee in December
of 2012, she has done the clerk
job in a superior manner.
In fact, after a recent court
audit, the Ofﬁce of Judicial Services lauded her for her work.
Deborah continues a family
heritage of exceptional public
service, putting county citizens
ﬁrst with efﬁciency and professionalism.
Join us in helping to continue
superior service of the clerk’s
ofﬁce without disruption.
Lee & Wonda Allain,
Lottsburg

Reminder:
Partisan letters regarding the upcoming election will not be printed
in the October 31 issue.
Candidates who wish to
address issues mentioned
in letters this week will be
allowed up to 300 words
on their own behalf. No
claims against opponents
will be printed.

Vote for the future
To the residents of Lancaster
County and District 5, I would
like to commend Mr. Alex
Fleet on his many years of service, both to community and to
our schools. Much gratitude is
owed to those who offer their
tireless efforts to service.
However, the time has come
for new leadership, time to
create a new vision for the
future of Lancaster County
Public Schools. I encourage
you to vote for Robert Westbrook and take the ﬁrst step
now to a brighter educational
future in Lancaster County.
Honor the legacy but vote
for the future.
Jason Bellows,
White Stone

Give Westbrook
a chance
I am a fairly recent resident of
Irvington and Virginia, moving
here from New Jersey three
years ago. Since “coming-here”
I have devoted many volunteer
hours with Irvington’s Village
Improvement Association, speciﬁcally managing the Irvington
Farmers’ Market.
As a member of the VIA I
have gotten to know Dr. Bob
Westbrook as a committed and
energetic part of our organization. Yes, Dr. Westbrook does
have the distinction of “working” for a living, but he still
manages to ﬁnd the time to contribute in important ways to our
community, not only as a volunteer for the VIA, but also as a
town council member.
All of us who move here want
and more importantly choose
to live here in this very special,
beautiful piece of God’s country.
We love it here and feel strongly
that we should use our Godgiven talents to serve and enrich
our communities.
Dr. Westbrook recognized
the need for better emergency
preparedness for the citizens of
Irvington and led the effort to
implement an active Community Emergency Response Team
program for the town. Now he
sees the urgent need to improve
Lancaster County schools which
have been failing over time to
adequately educate our students
endangering their future.
Dr. Westbrook is seeking the
opportunity to lead with fresh
ideas to address the problems
and promote change to help
create a school system that is
better for everyone.
Let’s give him the chance to
prove what fresh ideas will do
by voting for Dr. Bob Westbrook
for school board in District 5 on
November 5.
Joyce Bombay,
Irvington

Other: Write in
Albert Pollard
Now it is Sparks, Nevada—
another
school
shooting.
A math teacher, who was a
retired Marine and had served
in Afghanistan, is dead, as is
the young shooter. Two other
students were wounded.
This is the 16th school shooting in the U.S. this year. Once
the facts are known about the
young shooter in Sparks, there
is a good chance that evidence
of emotional instability or
mental illness will surface.
A key to ﬁghting the epidemic of school shootings is
detecting and getting help for
those who are unstable and
are a threat to themselves and
others. That means greater
spending and emphasis on
mental health. Yet here in Virginia, the home of the Virginia
Tech massacre (worse mass
killing in this nation’s history),
we now spend less on mental
health than we did before the
Tech tragedy.
The policies of Gov. McDonnell and Attorney General
Cuccinelli have weakened our
mental health care system.
Their policy of privatization of
mental health care will result
in a decline in the quality and
amount of care, but it will
enrich their supporters.
Del. Margaret Ransone
doesn’t want to discuss or
listen to ideas on improving mental health care. She
is running unopposed for
re-election. When you vote,
send Ransone a message that
issue-avoidance—especially
when it comes to the lives of
children and their teachers—is
not acceptable. Please check
“other” and write in the name
Albert Pollard.
David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Vote for Westbrook
I suppose many don’t know
about or don’t remember when
the majority of the LHS graduating class in 1986 refused to
shake Alex Fleet’s hand after
receiving their diplomas.
Perhaps they’re not aware
of over 100 people standing in the school board ofﬁce
demanding Fleet’s resignation
as superintendent of schools
that same year.
Questions were raised about
drivers education charges,
about ticket receipt money at
athletic events, and about work
allegedly done at Fleet’s private home by high school shop
students.
The questions were not
answered, but Fleet did resign.
He’s on the current school
board that hired Lukich and
the same one that has allowed
your school system to become
seriously endangered. It’s time
for him to go.
Vote for Bob Westbrook for
school board.
Oh, and one other thing,
Alex Fleet did not “integrate
the schools” in Lancaster
County as he claims—that was
done by the federal government.
F. A. King, a former resident,
Falls Church

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

oday is the birthday of one of the Northern Neck’s most creative individuals.
For many years she has worked at the Rappahannock Record, managing the circulation
and doing her part each week to put out the
newspaper. Prior to coming to the Record, she
worked at another local newspaper, thus publishing long has been a part of her life. Her
name is Anna Ticer, and in this time of hearing
promotional advertisements about shopping
local, Anna has used her many talents to “live
local.”
After raising her family, Anna had the good
fortune to meet and marry Paul Ticer, a widower who was one of the Northern Neck’s
classic gentlemen. She moved to his home,
and immediately made her presence visible
with her botanical garden of numerous blooms
in the front yard. Paul underwent a lengthy illness before he died, and throughout it he could
peer from his living room window and see
Anna’s ﬂowers more beautiful than any that
could be sent to him.
Anna has an extraordinarily profound gift of

Anna has an extraordinarily
profound gift of being able
to relate to children, their
wants, their ideas, and their
interests.
being able to relate to children, their wants,
their ideas, and their interests. She was able to
develop that talent in rearing her own ﬁve children, and now over the last two decades she
has had the new opportunity to reﬁne it further
with her grandchildren. Our two B.E.s also
have been the beneﬁciaries of her thoughtfulness, leading them to refer to her as “Grandma
Anna.” She speaks to children of any age at a
level at which they are comfortable, and they
in turn develop their own communication with
her.
With regard to Anna’s being able to interact so completely with children, my own most
vivid memory harkens back to the night the

Younger B.E. was born. Anna and Paul kindly
had offered to have the Elder B.E. as their
houseguest while the new arrival was making
her entrance. On the way to the hospital we
took him to their home, and 12 hours later I
came to collect him, now a big brother. Not
surprisingly, he does not remember the occasion, but his mother and I do, and we note it as
the beginning of the children’s friendship with
the Ticers.
For the last couple of years, Anna has had
the company of her eldest daughter, Karen,
who moved here from Tucson, the two of them
giving the appearance more of being sisters
than mother and daughter, a compliment to
both ladies, although Karen likes to emphasize that despite appearances, an age difference does exist. Last week Karen returned to
Arizona, thus at present if someone looks like
Anna, she probably is Anna.
Professionally, Anna is at the guru level
when one speaks of computers. She is as fast
as lightning on a keyboard, and knows at the
master’s level all of the intricacies of the inner

workings found in the realm of cyberspace,
knowledge far beyond the comprehension of
a modern Luddite such as I. She is capable
of the most enlightening conversations with
those non-verbal machines, grasping their
responses and tweaking their intentions and
demands.
In the realm of cuisine, Anna is as proﬁcient as she is in cyberspace. She enjoys pulling different ingredients together to produce
culinary treats of memorable delicacy. One
of the highest seals of approval a baked good
can receive is to say it came from the oven of
Anna Ticer. Her children must have grown up
being taught great personal restraint to have
kept their svelte ﬁgures in the milieu of such
homemade treats.
Anna is a Northern Neck original, embodying all the best qualities of our past, and living
each day of the present to the fullest possible
good. In any company of eminent Northern
Neck folks, she is a natural luminous presence.
Happy Birthday, Anna! You are at the Peak
of Youth!
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YOUR LETTERS
Elect Cuccinelli
Abraham Lincoln once
offered: One cannot make a
weak man strong by making a
strong man weak. One major
candidate for Governor of Virginia demonstrably agrees with
Mr. Lincoln, while his major
opponent does not.
One robustly supports legislative regular order (i.e., a
budget process) coupled with
Constitutional executive governance, while his opponent just
as robustly supports governing by legislative, last-minute
crises and non-Constitutional
executive edicts.
One appropriately advocates,
even insists on, having legislators abide by the laws they pass
equally with the people on
whom those laws are imposed.
His opponent advocates, even
insists on, enforcing some
sections of some laws, all the
while ignoring other sections,
even changing still others, all
on his own.
One supports and facilitates
free-market policies. His opponent supports and facilitates
statist, socialistic policies to
the determent of free market
growth and truly sufﬁcient job
creation, disregarding deﬁcits
and debt.
One also wants Virginia
to continue to be “Virginia,”
resembling along the way such
prospering states as Wisconsin,
Indiana, Texas, and Ohio; his
opponent wants to “fundamentally transform” Virginia for it
to be like California, Illinois,
Detroit, Italy, and yes, the federal government—all anything,
but prosperous.
One is a public servant and
a not-the-best politician. His
opponent is a superb politician
with no evidence of caring for
the public’s interests unless that
caring provides him a mingled
method to enrich his interests
along with his friends’.
The major candidate who
agrees with Lincoln is Ken
Cuccinelli. His major opponent
is Pelosireidmecauliffeobamawarnerkainemediaplannedparenthood.
Another wise fellow once
offered: One gets what one
pays for. Well, one also gets
what one votes for. Our major
candidates rarely have been
more different or provided a
starker choice. Respectfully, a
vote for the third-party candidate would be likely hopeless
or at best a misguided protest.
Vote for Ken Cuccinelli.
Glenn Cockrell,
Kilmarnock

Support Ransone
Regardless whom you plan
to vote for on November 5, or
whether you can’t stomach any
of them, show up and vote for
Margaret Ransone as our delegate in the General Assembly.
Quietly and competently
doing her job as our representative, Margaret has had no
part in the foolishness taking
place in Washington or Richmond.
While Margaret is unopposed for re-election our vote
of conﬁdence and encouragement for her in this sometimes
thankless role will be of great
value to her in showing your
appreciation for the ﬁne job
she has done on our behalf.
Margaret has in a short time
gained the conﬁdence and
respect of the House leadership
as a serious legislator and representative of the interests of
the Northern Neck. She serves
on the key committees of particular concern to our area, the
Chesapeake, Agriculture and
Natural Resources and Health,
Welfare and Institutions committees and has taken a keen
interest in matters affecting the
education of our children.
She has made a particular
effort to learn of the economic
and national defense importance and to support the Northern Neck’s largest employer,
the Dahlgren naval laboratories.
She has patroned legislation to improve the health of
women and cancer patients and
supported funding for tourism
aimed at bringing jobs to our
community.
At home, she is a careful and
attentive listener to the needs
and advice of her constituents
and has made herself available
whenever and wherever she
can be of help.

She is a busy and successful small-businesswoman with
signiﬁcant responsibilities in
her family-owned waterman’s
business. Above all, she is a
caring mother well acquainted
with the concerns and needs
of the families of the Northern
Neck.
Please turn out on election
day and give Margret Ransone
your vote of conﬁdence and
appreciation.
Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

Straightforward
choice in
Westbrook
The upcoming school board
election between Alex Fleet
and Robert Westbrook has
been examined every which
way in previous letters, but
it seems to me to be an easy,
straightforward choice.
One candidate, Alex Fleet,
has been involved in the school
board as member and later as
chairman. His proponents say
he has experience, but at what?
Well, he played a role in creating the current embarrassing state of affairs that sees
Lancaster County with substandard schools, despite high
levels of expenditure per pupil.
He played a role in the disastrous hiring of a school superintendent whose contract, it
was announced recently, is not
being renewed. And he headed
a school board that did very
little while that superintendent
ran rings around the board in a
display of gamesmanship that
would do a Washington, D.C.,
politician proud. Is this the
experience we need?
The other candidate, Robert
Westbrook, has no such experience. He has been busy
building and running a successful dental practice. In
addition, he has been an active
and respected member of the
Irvington Town Council.
Most important of all, he
has now put forward a clear
and speciﬁc action plan to turn
around the dire situation our
schools face, which he spelled
out in detail in the October 10
Rappahannock Record
This is a far cry from the,
“Don’t worry, things are ﬁne,”
message that Fleet has delivered when he speaks in public.
And as people who know him
have found, Bob Westbrook
delivers, whether as a respected
dentist, an elected local ofﬁcial, an Army ofﬁcer, or in any
other task he takes on.
This choice is not about
experience, nor about who
has kept the chairs warm for
the most years at school board
ofﬁces. It’s about judgment and
resolve, and a bias for action.
Vote for Robert Westbrook
on November 5.
Dermot McNulty,
Irvington

Stark differences
The upcoming governor’s
election is a “no-brainer” for
all small government, liberty
and freedom loving Virginians.
The difference between the
candidates is stark.
Terry McAuliff:
s ! $# PARTISAN AND BIG
government guy, who will
import Washington-style policies to Richmond.
s 3AID HE WOULD SHUT DOWN
state government if we do not
expand Obamacare by spending an additional $3 billion per
year on Medicaid expansion.
s (IS RATING WITH THE .2! IS
a resounding “F” (limitations
on how many guns/gun magazines you may purchase).
s (E IS ANTI 6IRGINIAS COAL
industry (he was against it
before he was for it….sound
familiar?). This will cost Virginia thousands of lost jobs and
higher energy costs.
s (IS BUSINESS SCANDALS
include the so-called “selling” of U.S. residency visas
to wealthy foreigners who
invested in his Green Tech
company. (Fact check VA Economic Development Partnership.)
We also have an independent
opponent…. the Libertarian
candidate… who admits he
has almost no chance of winning. He’s a spoiler in this race.
Former Sen. Ron Paul, a Libertarian, endorsed Cuccinelli.
Ken Cuccinelli:
s 4HE lRST ATTORNEY GENERAL IN
the nation to ﬁle a federal law-

suit against Obamacare.
s &OUGHT AND BEAT THE JOB
killing EPA in Virginia courts.
s ,EADER IN SECURING A 6IRginia Constitutional Amendment strengthening property
rights.
s (E WILL VETO ANY ATTEMPT TO
weaken gun rights (his NRA
rating is “A”) or our standing
as a “right to work” state.
s (E WILL LIMIT THE GROWTH
of government spending to the
rate of population growth. The
federal government is three
times the rate of population.
I agree with those who are
disgusted with both parties,
but now is not the time to cast
a negative vote. Cuccinelli is
not a member of “the good ol’
boys’ club.” He’s a true patriot
who believes the Constitution
is the law of the land.
Vote Ken Cuccinelli on
November 5.

accreditation and that the leadership responsible for this debacle
not only did not resign but have
asked to be re-elected. We would
think those in charge would be
embarrassed. The election of Dr.
Robert Westbrook could change
the balance on the board and may
well start the rebuilding of the
reputation of our schools.
We have heard impassioned
and reasoned anecdotal evidence
on both sides of this contest.
They include blatant inadequate
funding vs. budgetary mismanagement; interference by wrongheaded board members vs. an
emotionally unhealthy work
environment. The validity of any
of these hearsay tales is no longer
relevant. Our “report card” is in.
Our schools are in the process of
failing.
It is time for the parents and
residents of District 5 to let it be
known that poor performance is
Dee Meredith, not to be rewarded in either the
Callao classroom or on the school board.
business owners, employVote for Bingham ingAstoday’s
graduates, we should
As a registered voter in not be burdened with teaching
Northumberland County, I their staff simple grammar and
support Deborah Thomas arithmetic. Our schools must
Bingham as Clerk of the Circuit Court.
Deborah has served ﬁve
years as deputy clerk before
being appointed to the position of clerk which she now
holds. Obviously, her experience in the clerk’s ofﬁce
played a major role in her
being appointed.
I encourage others to vote
with me for Deborah Thomas
Bingham on November 5, to
remain as clerk of the Northumberland County Circuit
Court.

return to teaching the basics:
reading, writing, arithmetic, history, logic, critical thinking, etc.
We must educate our children to
be responsible adults.
Dr. Westbrook believes that he
can do a better job. He should be
given the opportunity. Clearly,
the existing team is failing. It is
time for a change.
Jeremy and Mary Carol Taylor,
Irvington

Support education
We had the admiration of
the world at one time and
now due to poor teacher pay
and non-participation from
the parents, we have fallen
to near the lower thirty in
the industrialized world. We
spend more per student than
any other country.
If we analyze the school
budget and deduct the administration fees, buses, lunch,
nurses, security, school board
and other expenses, what
is left for direct teaching in
class?
In order for public education to survive, we must invest
more in the best teachers and

more parent involvement.
The big danger to public
schools will be private charter schools; students are
money and the average charter school nets $2,800 per student proﬁt without performing any better than public
schools and in some cases
less.
We need a future and we
will not have one without
solid science, i.e. math, physics, medicine and engineering.
If we can give $84 billion
of free money to the banks
every month to lend out and
buy treasury bonds to get 2 or
3% interest on the 0% money,
we go into debt at over $250 a
month for every man, woman
and child or $3,000 per year
or $12,000 per year for a
family of four.
Let’s do as other developed
countries and offer our qualiﬁed students free education
for college. Let us stop supporting Wall Street and support our children.
Leon M. Whittaker,
Wicomico Church

Robert Westbrook
For

Lancaster County School Board

Dr. Eleanor R. Morris,
Retired deputy clerk
Northumberland Circuit
Court, Burgess

Dr. Westbrook
is best choice
Problems that have plagued
the Lancaster school system have
been perpetrated due to the lack
of leadership of superintendent
Dr. Dan Lukich and the majority of the school board, including
chairman Alex Fleet.
Our schools have fewer students and lower school ratings,
yet expenses for administrating
our schools have increased and
every school has lost its fully
accredited rating.
Citizens attending school
board meetings have observed
this majority of three, out of
the ﬁve school board members,
“patronizing” the superintendent
and his requests. Some of these
observations included the loss of
a music teacher, delay in having
a nurse for each school, problems
in discipline, and the indecisive
adoption of new school dress
codes.
Poor leadership style was
shown when Fleet allowed Dr.
Lukich to lash out for 20 minutes
at county ﬁnancial consultant
Jack Larson...and more recently
at a school board member, calling
them both “a liar.” Larson asked
to respond, but Fleet refused.
The attorney present called this
behavior “exceeding the standards of decorum and civil discourse expected.”
Dr. Bob Westbrook, candidate
to replace Fleet, has attended
many school board meetings and
observed leadership mismanagement and inefﬁciency. Dr.
Westbrook has done his homework. He has studied a 700-page
school board policy manual and
noticed areas of policy that this
board has not followed. He has
pointed out the requirement of a
comprehensive school plan that
is nonexistent and calls for early
development of a budget that puts
instruction and safety ﬁrst.
The election of Dr. Westbrook
will bring responsible leadership
with the other two board members who have attempted to bring
ﬁscal responsibility to the budget
process.This new majority will
follow school board regulations
to bring our schools back to full
accreditation. Voters’ best choice
is Westbrook in District 5.
Lyn Neira,
Lancaster

Existing team
said failing

The time for compassionate
understanding and “good ole
boy politics” may well be over in
regards to the Lancaster County
School Board seat for District
5. We are appalled that some
of our schools may lose their

Your vote for Robert
Westbrook is a vote
for a change in our
school system.
More importantly, it
is a vote for our
children.

Elect Robert Westbrook on November 5th.
For more information contact Friends of Robert S. Westbrook.
Email: Elect.Dr.Bob@gmail.com
This paid advertisment was authorized and paid for by
Friends of Robert S. Westbrook

ELECT
THOMAS H. “TOMMY” TOMLIN

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTY
Paid for and authorized by Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin, Candidate/Tomlin for Clerk
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Civil War Sesquicentennial
150 Years Ago This
erate about 1,380. Although
Month
the Union won the battle,
October 1863: Battle of they retreated further back
Bristoe Station
to Centreville in Northern
Virginia and the ConfederIn October, Lee’s Confederate army was stationed near ates destroyed much of the
Orange and Alexandria Railthe Orange County Court
road.
House. Most of the Union
Private Marion Tucker,
army, now headed by General
Powhatan Artillery, Ewell’s
Meade, was north between
the Rappahannock and Rapi- Second Corps, recalls the
battle in a letter to his mother
dan rivers near Culpeper.
written from Culpeper
Lee sought to maneuver
Court House on October 19,
Meade out of his strong
1863. The letter also provides
defensive position. He sent
insight on how Virginians felt
Ewell’s Second Corps and
about the welfare of slaves
A. P. Hill’s Third Corps on a
entrusted to their care and
wide ﬂanking movement to
the west to put them between how Confederate soldiers felt
about the war and aspects of
Meade and his supplies.
their daily life. Tucker was
Ewell marched toward
Madison Court House, north the son of a wealthy land
owner and, although a pripast Warrenton, then east
vate, he had with him Joe,
toward Bristoe Station on
a paid cook, and Charles, a
the Orange and Alexandria
family slave.
Railroad in Prince William
“My Dear Mother,
County. Hill, following a parYours of the 5th came
allel route, arrived at Bristoe
safely to hand today and I
Station ahead of Ewell on
was very glad to hear from
October 14. Hill launched
you. I would have gotten
a premature attack that cost
your letter much sooner, but
him a disastrous defeat at
the hands of Meade’s Second I have been on a hard and
long march. We have been
Corps. The battle was
to Manassas since I wrote
over before Ewell’s troops
you but are now back at Cularrived. Union casualties
peper C.H. We have run the
were about 540 and Confed-

Yankees out of Virginia. We
drove them from Orange to
Prince William, they would
not make a stand, we captured about 3,000 prisoners
and killed a good many. My
regiment did not get into it
this time but were ready to
go in, there was no general
engagement. We would ﬁght
in the day and they would run
in the night, so we have to
run and ﬁght them.
You spoke of sending my
clothes by Mr. Stratton. I
wish you would send them
by him, as it costs so much to
send my cook home, though
if Mr. Stratton does not come
I will send Joe. You may send
all the things I wrote for
except the blanket, blankets
are so scarce at home that I
want you to keep it. I have
bought one. I can get them
much cheaper than you can.
You spoke of Charles
having to go to work on
the fortifycations and said,
‘Old Lincoln could not do
worse’ but you ought not to
say that, dear mother. I am
sorry that he will have to
go, still I think it is right, if
you only knew how the poor
soldiers have to work and
live on half rations. I have

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman
Three months ago, I stood
on the ﬂoor of the U.S. House
of Representatives urging
members of Congress to stay
in Washington, D.C.
While I believe it is
important to connect with
folks back home, I believed
the business before Congress was too important
to wait. Bills funding the
government remained for
completion. Defense cuts
due to sequestration had not
been addressed. Obamacare
remained the law. I argued
that it should not take a government shutdown threat
each year to force Congress
to do its job. Later that day,
I voted against Congress
adjourning for ﬁve weeks.
Instead, the government
shut down on October 1,
costing taxpayers an estimated $24 billion dollars. On
October 17, the government
reopened, federal employees
returned to work, veterans no
longer wondered if they will

receive the beneﬁts they have
earned, and Americans were
able to again utilize basic
government services and
visit our national monuments
and historic landmarks.
But there is no cause for
celebration after the passage
of this legislation to re-open
the government. This entire
process has highlighted
the fact that Washington is
broken. There has been an
abdication of leadership, and
an allowance of crisis management to get things done.
This is not what our founding
fathers intended.
I do not and will not advocate for last-minute deals,
but the choice on the bill
before us was yes or no, and
the right thing to do was to
re-open our government and
stand by our obligations. The
ﬁght is not over.
I
supported
previous
efforts to fund government and repeal Obamacare
because I believe the health

law is fundamentally ﬂawed.
Many of you have contacted
me with your concerns about
higher premiums that you
cannot afford. I believe there
is much work to be done to
ensure high quality, affordable health care is available
for those who need it.
The ﬁght for real health
reform will continue, and the
ﬁght for responsible governing will continue. I believe
that America has great days
ahead, and it is my hope that
Congress will listen to the
people.
Washington has an opportunity to improve from this
crisis, but has a long way
back to even ground. Our
founding fathers intended
healthy debate on critical
issues affecting our republic,
but not at the expense of its
citizens.
I intend to ﬁght every day
for what is right for our country and for our future because
it is too important to ignore.

YOUR LETTERS
Stand up
to tyranny
It was a distinct honor to have
participated in the recent liberation of our War Memorials in
D.C. Keep in mind the pretext
of closing these sites was due to
“budget constraints.”
They couldn’t afford to leave
open that which has always
been left open, but they could
afford a massive police presence working overtime to keep
them closed. They could afford
thousands of rented barricades
and printing of thousands of
signs.
Last Sunday, I arrived with
my sisters at the WWII Memorial where the veterans had
already dismantled the hated
barricades. Yet, barricades
deﬁantly stood at the Lincoln
Memorial with an armed police
presence.
I found it odd that Obama
had amassed his resistance
there until someone pointed out
that Lincoln’s legacy is the one
on which Obama hangs his hat.
I also noted the Lincoln Memorial stands at the “Gates” of the
city. The Bible states that whosoever controls the gates of the
city controls the city. That spiritual signiﬁcance was not lost on
me, or Obama, apparently.
Veterans and peaceful protesters mustered there, dismantling the barricades and taking
the high ground, clearing the
way for thousands to enjoy what
is rightfully theirs. The Park
Police did not “stand down”
until an overwhelming presence
of Men of Valor caused them to
scatter. These same police disgracefully withstood women,
children and ancient WWII vets
the day before in sufﬁcient numbers to threaten and intimidate.
It is incumbent upon all of us

to object vociferously the attack
on our military by this administration. There is no justiﬁcation
for the disgraceful treatment
of our men and women in uniform. If this display of repugnant tyranny is allowed to stand
unchallenged then woe unto us
for unleashing totalitarianism
unheard of and unprecedented
in American history.
Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Because you asked
A recent letter-writer took
me to task for not mentioning
President George W. Bush. The
reason was that I was pointing
out presidents who had done
both good and bad things.
I couldn’t write such a pro and
con comments about George W.
Bush, but if you insist:
Fact: President George W.
Bush ignored UN inspectors
who found no evidence of Al
Qaeda cells in Iraq.
Fact: He ignored UN inspectors who found no links
between 9/11 and Iraq.
Fact: He ignored UN inspectors who found no evidence of
Weapons of Mass Destruction
in Iraq.
Fact: He ignored fact that
there was no evidence of a
threat to the U.S. from Iraq.
Fact: He unilaterally invaded
a sovereign, foreign country
with no agreement from the
UN.
Fact: More American servicemen have died in Iraq than
Al Qaeda killed on 9/11.
Fact: More American servicemen have committed
suicide from Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder incurred in Iraq
than were killed in combat in
Iraq.
Opinion: OK, this is not a
fact—I think Bush’s Middle

Eastern war has contributed signiﬁcantly to our government’s
ﬁscal problems. I also think the
main reason he invaded Iraq
was because his daddy was a
one-term president and Saddam
Hussein was still there.
The Qu’ran’s speciﬁc rules
for a Holy War decree that it
should only be conducted as
resistance to aggressions, and
prohibits harming civilians,
women and children. I don’t
know what makes the writer
think she’s safer now that our
meddling in Middle Eastern
affairs has stirred up such a hornet’s nest, but I don’t share her
conﬁdence.
Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

worked for a week, night and
day on them, living on only
half rations, but I bear it all
cheerfully, it is all for the
good of my beloved country. So I think it is all right
that the negroes should, don’t
we soldiers have to do it and
live on half rations and why
not they who are used to it.
My dear mother we ought
to do everything to keep
from being subjugated, if we
should be whipped we would
be servants for the Yankees
the balance of our lives. I
had rather die than live under
Yankee Government, I would
willingly lay down my life
as a sacriﬁce for my country,
rather than be whipped, but
thank God there is no danger
of that, if we unite.”
This article is provided by
the Mary Ball Washington
Museum & Library and Lancaster County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee with
assistance from Ed Trexler,

Do you remember?
From left, the Kilmarnock High School faculty for 1945
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Chase, Helen Carter and Margaret Chase; (next row)
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Eleanor Haynie and principal Henri Chase. Anyone who
can identify the unnamed teachers is urged to contact
Carroll Lee Ashburn at 296-0930. “Do You Remember?”
is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

IS “FRACKING”
CONSERVATION ?
Today and tomorrow, Virginia Outdoors Foundation will be reviewing conservation easements at its quarterly Board of Trustees meeting. One of the biggest proposed easements in the state
of Virginia is the 3,500-acre Blandﬁeld Plantation, next to the
Rappahannock River in Essex County.
According to the June 26 Meeting Minutes, Virginia Outdoors
Foundation approved:
s 3TORAGE TANKS THAT STORE FRACKING mUIDS ARE ALLOWED
s )N 5TILITIES PARAGRAPH ADD ABILITY FOR GAS LINES TO BE CONSTRUCTED
s )NSERT A SENTENCE TO ALLOW OTHER HYDROCARBONS TO BE
EXTRACTED IN SIMILAR MANNER TO OIL AND GAS
s !DD IN OIL AND GAS REVIEW THAT GRANTEES REVIEW AND APPROVAL
OF PLANS hSHALL NOT BE UNREASONABLY WITHHELD OR CONDITIONED
OR DELAYEDv
s -OTION MADE BY -R "ANCE TO APPROVE EASEMENT AS AMENDED
“Fracking” is the nickname for Hydraulic Fracturing, the process for extracting oil and gas in the Taylorsville Basin, which
lies beneath Essex County. “Fracking” involves drilling a hole
through the drinking water aquifer, installing a pipe, and pumping millions of gallons of chemically treated water at extremely
high pressure to fracture the shale bed to release the oil and
gas. The fracking ﬂuid is then sucked back out and stored on
site.
“Fracking” might be OK in the middle of North Dakota, but is
“Fracking” OK when it goes through the drinking water aquifer
in the Coastal Plain of Virginia next to the Rappahannock River
- inside a conservation easement? Should landowners get tax
credits for “conserving” their land if “Fracking” is allowed?
Call or email
Virginia Outdoors Foundation
Mrs. Brett Glymph, Director
540-347-7727
bglymph@vofonline.org

Call or email
Essex County Countryside Alliance
Peter Bance, President
804-754-4303
info@essexcca.com

DOES LAND CONSERVATION INCLUDE
FRACKING FOR OIL AND GAS ?

