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Lancaster teachers launch
‘Commitment 2 Community’
by Audrey Thomasson

Regatta sails into the rain
Rappahannock River Yacht Club in Irvington hosted the annual Hospice Turkey Shoot Regatta October
12 and 13. Some 94 boats registered for the two-race series. However, rainy weather and strong waves
deterred some from racing. Bill Morgan and crew (above) man the lines aboard Skylark. They placed
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LANCASTER—School teachers in Lancaster are celebrating the spirit of
giving by dipping into their own pockets and giving to area charitable organizations through a newly formed coalition called Commitment 2 Community.
“On the last Friday of each month, school staff may wear a shirt with the
school logo and jeans or khakis when they participate in our division-wide
commitment to community initiatives,” explained division instructional and
school improvement coach Tara Booth.
Different charities have been selected as recipients of the teachers’ donations, which can range from a gift of a dollar to cans of food or clothing items.
In the ﬁrst month, the group chose Breast Cancer Awareness to kick off their
campaign. October will highlight Habitat for Humanity. Two non-perishable
food items for the Food Pantry will earn a dress down day in November. In
December, the group will be calling for monetary or clothing donations for
their primary and middle school uniform closet, since mandatory uniforms go
into effect in January at the middle school.
The Animal Welfare League will be the recipient in January, Northern Neck
Food Bank in February and The Link in March. The ticket in April is a book
for the Story Mobile, and a monetary donation to the Northern Neck Free
Health Clinic will bring the school year to a close in May.
“Teachers love dress down days, but we felt it should be much more,” said
Booth. Joined by instructional specialists Virginia Booth and Anna Kellum,
the group plans to hit next week’s Homecoming celebration with a week of
activities to raise awareness and participation in community support.
While Lancaster teachers may earn an A in community service, the group
would be inspired by assists from citizens and businesses. You may reach them
at LMS on School Street in Kilmarnock, or call 435-1681.

Northumberland celebrates being among 36 fully accredited school systems
by Renss Greene
LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland County School Board meeting
on Monday, October 14, had a celebratory atmosphere.
Sitting by a cake and backed up
by balloons, school superintendent
Dr. Rebecca Gates reported to the
school board that all of Northumberland’s schools are fully accredited.
The announcement was met with
applause.
“In case some of you haven’t heard,
there’s 132 school systems in the state
of Virginia,” Dr. Gates said. “Only 36
are fully accredited, and Northumberland is one of them.”
Following Dr. Gates’ announcement, the school board presented
Queen Jordan, widow of former
school administrator John Jordan, a
plaque bearing a resolution of appreciation for Mr. Jordan’s years of service. Jordan became well-known in
the Northumberland school system
for his work as a teacher, principal,
and dropout coordinator.
Mrs. Jordan was joined by mem-

bers of her community and church as
she accepted the plaque from board
chair Betty Christopher. Mr. Jordan
died in September.
Martha Hicks, coordinator of Northumberland’s special programs and
the “I’m Determined” project, and
special education teacher Patti Packett presented the I’m Determined
program to the school board. Hicks
described it as a “self-determination” program for special needs students. The program aims to encourage students to express their needs
to educators and empower them to
succeed in the classroom and after
graduation.
Northumberland
Elementary
School parent Meredith Pearson
spoke to the school board during the
public comment period to commend
the staff of NES on their handling
of the mentally ill man escorted
from NES last month. Pearson said
she happened to be near the ofﬁce
during the incident. Although the
man was taken away voluntarily,
Pearson says she saw staff “using
their bodies as barricades” in case

the situation became violent.
“It is very rare that I personally
witness the level of dedication and
care for my children’s safety that I
witnessed that day,” Pearson said.
“These people would have, very
easily could have, taken bullets for
my children.”
Dr. Gates presented members of
the school board and board clerk
Lois Gilbert awards from the Virginia
School Boards Association for their
“commitment to effective school
board governance” in Northumberland. After reading aloud and presenting plaques to each member, Dr.
Gates asked for a help with the last
plaque, which was to Dr. Gates herself.
“Can I get someone to present me
to me?” she asked quietly, prompting laughter. Christopher took the
plaque, read it aloud, and handed it
back to Dr. Gates.
The board also approved expenditures to send NHS dance team seniors
Lauren Self and Katie Crowther to Northumberland school board chair Betty Christopher (right)
participate in the Macy’s Thanksgiv- presents Queen Jordan a plaque honoring her late husband, John
ing Day Parade.
Jordan.

Council endorses Thomas property entrance project on Chesapeake Drive
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
IRVINGTON—There soon will be
a new entrance to the town-owned
Thomas property in Irvington.
Following an executive session
last Thursday, town council members present unanimously decided
to allow the construction of a new

entrance on the property, which is
used by the Village Improvement
Association (VIA) for parking
during its events. The work will be
done by the Virginia Department of
Transportation and paid for by the
VIA.
Council voted, 4-0, with Mike
Merrill, Dr. Robert Westbrook,
Kathleen Pollard and Gene
Edmonds voting in favor of the new
entrance, which will be opposite the
intersection of Chesapeake Drive
and Tavern Road. Council members
Jerry Lattell and R. Wayne Nunnally were not in attendance.

Council consented to the contract
with VIA for the new entrance and
will pay $1,000 for a bond. That
money will be returned to the town
once the plan has been approved
and the work completed by VDOT.
Also following an executive session, council voted unanimously,
4-0, to appoint Katya Spicuzza and
William (Bill) Young to ﬁll two
vacancies on the planning commission. Spicuzza will complete
Suzanne Mattingly’s term, which
ends in 2015. Mattingly recently
moved to Kilmarnock.
Young will replace Merrill, who

now serves on the town council.
Young’s term will end in January
2016.
During the public session,
Edmonds said Young and Spicuzza “are two very, very qualified
people that are interested in serving...yay!”
The public was absent for a public
hearing on the town’s reformatted
nuisance ordinance, which passed,
4-0. Westbrook made the motion to
pass the ordinance.
In other business, town council
agreed to ask Aqua Virginia representatives to attend next month’s

meeting to discuss Aqua’s sale of
town water to swimming pool companies. Although the sale does not
affect residents’ bills, it does create
a low pressure situation when the
trucks are being loaded.
“I know Aqua is the owner and
they have the right to sell it, but a
lot [of water] going out at one time
cuts down on the pressure,” said
Mayor Rannie Ransone.
Perhaps Aqua could arrange to
have the trucks loaded at a time that
was more convenient to Irvington
residents, perhaps in the middle of
the night, said Edmonds.

Supervisors approve county’s first conservation easement
by Audrey Thomasson
HEATHSVILLE—County supervisors last week approved Winstead
Farm as the county’s ﬁrst conservation easement. The farm is on
Northumberland Highway (Route
360) across from Bethany Baptist
Church in Callao.
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are forest. The owners of the property and farmhouse are Sara Anne
Wilbur and Virginia Barton, decedents of Colis M. Winstead, who
obtained the property in 1898.
The designation of conservation easement gives the owners tax
relief, but preserves the property
as conservation in perpetuity and
therefore does not allow future
owners to develop the land.
Thompson said the county, as coholder of the easement with NorthDirectory ................D7
Notices ............ D3-4, 6

ern Neck Land Conservancy, would
be responsible for defending the
easement should an heir or future
owner sue to break the easement.
Supervisors approved the easement on a 5-0 vote.
In other business, Raymond H.
Swanson withdrew his request for
a conditional use permit to utilize
a portion of Hull Creek to operate
a small recreational ﬂoat plane.
Swanson would not comment on
his reasons for withdrawing the
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application, which was opposed by
several residents at a public hearing
last month.
In a 5-0 vote, supervisors
approved deeding the old Northumberland High School property
to Peninsula YMCA. They also
approved a conditional use permit
to James M. Clegg to allow residential use on property zoned business (B-1). The property is at 5400
Jessie duPont Memorial Highway
in Wicomico Church.
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Kilmarnock
announces
‘trick or treat’
hours Oct. 31

by Audrey Thomasson
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‘There’s teaching going on,’ superintendent reports
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board on Monday
attempted to keep superintendent
Dr. Daniel Lukich from taking
control of its meeting by taking
away his microphone.
According to board member
Bob Smart, chairman Alex Fleet
took the action to thwart a motion
to remove Lukich from the dais.
However, the ploy didn’t work.
Lukich left his seat on the sidelines and took control from the
podium. He thanked Fleet for
opening the meeting by laying
out rules of proper behavior to “...
keep it from becoming a free for
all.”
Lukich then took nearly 30
minutes to re-introduce 25 school
staffers, asking them to shake
hands with each board member
and then lining them up behind
the board for a photo opportunity.
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“I’d like to capture a picture
for my own posterity....I’d like the
press to take a photo and I’d like
to see it on the front page of the
newspaper,” Lukich said.
In introducing the new principals, assistant principals, guidance counselors and others,
Lukich said they have done
a fantastic job in the ﬁrst six
weeks. He noted the problems
at Lancaster Middle School last
year, but said that was all in the
past.
“When I walked down the
halls...and in the classrooms...
it didn’t feel like a school last
year...It’s night and day. There’s
teaching going on. I had trouble
ﬁnding that last year. We don’t
need a meeting at Dreamﬁelds
this year,” he said, referring to
last year’s gathering of parents
and teachers over out-of-control
students at LMS.
In another matter, Lukich
denied any culpability in missing
out on $100,000 in state grant
money to improve safety at the
schools after missing the deadline to apply. He said the money

wasn’t available to Lancaster
because the county had already
approved funding for school
safety measures in its Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP).
“We didn’t miss out. No one
did anything wrong, no one was
remiss,” Lukich said.
However, the grant application process started the ﬁrst of
June, nearly a month prior to
the county approving the CIP
budget. As previously reported,
school director of operations
John Mann said he did not hear
about it until he returned from a
trip out of state at the end of July,
and the applications were due the
ﬁrst of August. He said the state
would not extend the deadline.
Lukich also announced the
school district is spending 62%
of its budget in instruction, just
3% below the minimum requirement of 65% established by the
Virginia Department of Education.
However, the 62% ﬁgure was
partially accomplished by Lukich
moving portions of top paying
administration salaries into the

One dies, three injured
in crash near Lancaster
by Audrey Thomasson
BROOKVALE—A Middlesex County resident was killed
Saturday and three others were
seriously injured, including a
3-year-old child, when their
vehicle went off the road and
struck a tree, said state police.
Virginia State Trooper Sgt.
Thomas J. Molnar said the single-car crash occurred around
12:30 p.m. October 12, as the
2004 Cadillac DeVille was traveling northbound on Pinckardsville Road (Route 605) about a
half mile from Mary Ball Road
(Route 3).
Passenger Neshanda J. Lee,
20, of Hartﬁeld was fatally
injured, reported Molnar.
Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Fire Department (ULVFD)

chief Danny Akers said it took
over an hour for volunteer ﬁremen using the “jaws of life”
to cut the top off the car and
extract Lee from the wreckage.
She was transported to Rappahannock General Hospital where
she died of her injuries.
Two 15-year-old boys and
Lee’s 3-year-old child suffered
serious non-life- threatening
injuries and were transported
to a Richmond hospital, said
Akers.
Rescue
squads
from
Kilmarnock and the county
Advanced Life Support provider responded to the accident.
The ULVFD was assisted by
members of the Kilmarnock
and White Stone volunteer ﬁre
departments.
The investigation is ongoing.
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Walking for Water, in the rain
A rain-soaked day did not hamper the efforts of Matt
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buckets at the Chesapeake Boat Basin and carried the
full buckets back, about the same distance people in
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and turned to fresh drinking water. Money raised from
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purchase 10 systems, said organizer Glenn Cockrell.
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instructional category, according
to ﬁnancial documents provided
by Lukich’s ofﬁce. The positions
continue to operate out of the
central ofﬁce.
The school board will hold a
closed session on a personnel
issue at 6:30 p.m. at the school
board ofﬁce on Irvington Road.

FYI

River Market
Wine Tasting
Friday Night
Join The Fun!
7HITE 3TONE s  

KILMARNOCK—The
Town of Kilmarnock will
conduct “trick or treating” on
Thursday, October 31, only,
according to deputy town manager Susan T. Cockrell.
Per the town’s ordinances,
only children 12 years of
age and under are permitted
to engage in trick or treating activities. However, this
does not prohibit any parent
or guardian from accompanying their children. All trick or
treating activities are to be concluded by 9 p.m.
For more tips for a fun and
safe Halloween experience,
visit www.halloween-safety.
com. Happy Halloween from
the Town of Kilmarnock.

The Commonwealth Assisted
Living Exhibit
Expressions:
A Collection of Memories
Through Art

R

RAPPAHANNOCK

October 15 - 26
Reception October 17, 5 -7pm
RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309, ralgallery.com

ART L E AGUE

RAL is a proud afﬁliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF
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Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
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Sheriff Ronnie Crockett last week reported felony
charges against four individuals.
Sharron K. Pelky, 51, of
Rose Drive was charged October 7 with breaking and entering and grand larceny (both
felonies). She was charged
October 8 with eight counts
of breaking and entering and
one count of grand larceny (all
felonies).
Tyrone B. Conway, 44, of
Wilson Lane was charged
October 8 with felonious
assault.
Shakeen D. Walker, 18, of
Gaskins Road was charged
October 9 with breaking and
entering and grand larceny
(both felonies).
Quinton N. Rudd, 33, of
Merry Point Road was charged
October 10 as a fugitive from
West Virginia in connection
with distribution of child pornography.
Activity Report
October
7:
Staff
responded to a motorist’s report
of an injured game animal at the
Norris Bridge, to a residential
burglary in progress on Rose
Drive (arrest reported above),
to an assault call on Gunther
Lane, with Kilmarnock Police
Department (KPD) to a disturbance call in the 16500 block
of Mary Ball Road, and with
KPD to a ﬁght call in the waiting area of the local emergency
room; received an assault report
from staff at Lancaster Middle
S chool (incident occurred on
October 4); and notiﬁed the
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) of heavy
debris interfering with trafﬁc
near Mary Ball Road and Avis
Trail.
October 8: Staff received
an annoying telephone calls
complaint from a Dymer
Beach Drive resident (the
call originated from 305-3688872, and was an attempt to o
Abtain personal identifying
information from the resident;
staff determined via an internet search that there have been
numerous complaints related
to this telephone number);
checked on the well-being
of a Bayview Drive resident
at the request of a concerned
citizen (no emergency services needed); and responded
to a suspicious vehicle complaint near Mary Ball Road
and Whisk Drive (subject
pulled off roadway to make to
a phone call).
October
9:
Staff
responded to Wild Flower
Lane on a missing child incident (juvenile reportedly was
not on the bus to go to school;
the child was located safely
within 25 minutes of the initial report when the child
arrived to school after riding
with a cousin), to a trespass
complaint in the 200 block of
Nuttsville Road, to an annoying/threatening telephone calls
complaint on Old Salem Road,
and to the local emergency
room on a report of an assault
victim seeking medical care
(subject refused to provide any
information to the ofﬁcer);
notiﬁed the school board of a
report of a suspicious person
who contacted Northumberland authorities for information on applying for a position
with the Lancaster primary
school (as a precaution the
school system kept students

in the building at the primary
school), and VDOT regarding
high water on Towles Point
and Windmill Point roads,
and a downed tree blocking
Good Luck Road; received a
report of a ﬁght that occurred
at Lancaster High School (four
juvenile petitions for assault
and battery were issued), and
a child visitation complaint
from a Merry Point Road resident.
October 10: Staff notiﬁed
VDOT of a downed tree blocking trafﬁc on Iberis Road;
responded to an annoying
texting complaint reported by
an employee of a Kilmarnock
area business, to a trespass
complaint on Joyful Way, with
Virginia State Police (VSP) to
a trafﬁc crash near River and
Whitehall roads, to an assault
call at LMS (juvenile petition for assault on school staff
was issued), and to a reported
domestic disturbance on Edgewood Lane (no domestic disturbance involved); traveled to
Richmond to pick up a mental
health order for service on a
Lancaster County resident at a
Richmond area hospital
October 11:
Staff
received a report of a burglary and metal theft from the
3500 block of Irvington Road
(assorted telephone line wire;
$175 loss), a report of the theft
of ﬁrearms from a Callis Road
residence (Remington 1100 12
gauge shotgun. J.C. Higgins 12
gauge shotgun with scope and
bipod, 34” shotgun trap barrel;
$1,500 loss), a complaint of the
theft of a purse from a school
bus (cellphone recovered by
student who found it on the
bus), a burglary report from a
Wilson Lane resident (Playstation III $250 loss), a motorist’s
report of a reckless driving on/
near the Norris Bridge (no ofﬁcer in position to intercept), a
walk-in complaint of an assault,
received a motorist’s report of
a drunk/reckless driver in the
Lancaster area (no unit in position to intercept), received an
E911 disconnect call that originated in a ﬁeld off of Ocran
Road (unable to locate any
person in need of assistance),
and a larceny report from an
Old Orchard Drive resident
(prescription medication; $289
loss); responded with KPD
to a domestic disturbance on
Chase Street, responded to a
reckless driving complaint on
School Street, with Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) to the
8600 block of Mary Ball Road
for an assault call with injuries (victim advised no assault
involved), and to an E911 disconnect call on Chesapeake
Drive (telephone line problem).
October
12:
Staff
responded to a noise violation
complaint on School Street,
to a trespassing vehicle complaint on Chiltons Point Road
(no vehicle found to have
been on the property), with
VSP to a single-vehicle trafﬁc
crash on Pinckardsville Road
(one fatality involved; crash
investigated by VSP), with
KPD to the local emergency
room for crowd control due
to trafﬁc crash that occurred
on Pinckardsville Road, with
EMS to a medical emergency
on Hodges Lane, to a noise
violation complaint in the
1600 block of Windmill Point
Road, and to reports of illegal ﬁreworks/gunshots in the
area of Marina Road; notiﬁed

VDOT of a downed tree blocking Taylors Creek Road and
Rose Drive (tree removed by
KVFD); received a burglary
report from the 1600 block of
Irvington Road (Poulan chain
saw, Homelite chain saw; $100
loss), and several E911 disconnect calls that could only
be traced back to the cell tower
on Good Luck Road; checked
on the well-being of a Mohans
Run resident at the request of
a concerned citizen (no emergency services needed); and
removed a large animal carcass from the roadway near
River and White Chapel roads.
October 13: Staff interrupted a destruction of property incident when a vehicle
was observed cutting doughnuts in a ﬁeld in the 6700
block of Mary Ball Road (1/2
acre farmland; $500 damages); received a larceny
report from the 8300 block of
Mary Ball Road (teacup Chihuahua/Yorkie mixed breed
dog; $1,000 loss); responded
to a reckless driving complaint
on River Road, to a suspicious
activity complaint at a Lively
area convenience store (newspaper delivery person was
bagging papers for delivery),
to Mohans Run to assist a
citizen who had a black snake
in the house, to an abandoned
vehicle complaint on Spring
Hill Road, to an E911 disconnect call from Morattico Road
(telephone line problem), to
the Norris Bridge to assist
Middlesex EMS and a deputy
transporting a head trauma
patient who was combative
due to the injuries, to an E911
disconnect call from Windjammer Lane (telephone line
problem), and with KPD and
VSP to a trafﬁc crash on North
Main Street; and notiﬁed
VDOT of a citizen’s complaint
of a dangerously overhanging
tree on Holly Haven Road.
October
14:
Staff
responded to a shots ﬁred
complaint in the area of
Lovers Lane (property owner
was shooting pest animals),
with EMS to the 3100 block
of White Chapel Road for an
intoxicated person seeking
assistance, to a larceny complaint on Long Lane Court
(yellow gold ring with one
brilliant cut diamond, prescription medication; $1,600 loss),
to a missing/runaway juvenile
incident on Carlee Road (juvenile was located safely at the
LHS ball game within 1:45
minutes of the initial report,
was taken into custody and
transported home), and to a
domestic disturbance on Capricorn Lane; notiﬁed VDOT of
a large animal carcass interfering with trafﬁc near White
Stone; received a motorist’s
complaint of a reckless driver
near LHS (no ofﬁcer in position to intercept); and was
involved in a deer strike accident after clearing from a false
alarm call.
October 15:
Staff
responded to a shots ﬁred call
on Old Salem Road; notiﬁed
VDOT of a large animal carcass that needed to be removed
from North Main Street; and
responded to an assault by
threat complaint at a White
Stone convenience store.
Staff also conducted 19
trafﬁc stops, issued ﬁve trafﬁc summonses, assisted four
motorists, reported four deer
strikes, responded to two

SEA RESCUE REPORT
Smith
Point
Sea
Rescue board member
Capt. Andrew Kauders reported crews responded
to six calls for assistance in
recent weeks.
September 10: At 3:15
p.m., Rescue I responded to a
40-foot sailboat north of the
mouth of the Great Wicomico
River which lost power and
whose mast had broken free
at the base. With a choppy
sea the owner was concerned
that the mast which was leaning aft at a severe angle would
come all the way down. The
boat was towed to Jennings
Boatyard. Time on call, 1 ¾
hours.
September 21: At 10:45
a.m., Rescue III responded to
a jet ski stuck in the mud at the
head of the Coan River. The

owner could not get himself
off as he sank up to his waist in
the mud. Rescue III could not
get close enough to get a line
to him so they stayed on scene
until the jet ski was freed by
the rising tide. Time on call,
1 ½ hours.
September 15: Rescue I
responded to a 23-foot center
console with two aboard six
miles north of Smith Point
Light. The engine had overheated and the boat was towed
to the Smith Point Marina.
Time on call, 3 ½ hours.
September 26: At 10:45
a.m. Rescue I responded to
a 33-foot Tira with engine
and transmission problems
with two aboard in Warehouse Creek. Sea Rescue was
called because Tow Boat US
declined to assist as it was too

rough. The boat was towed to
Jennings Boatyard. Time on
call, 1 3/4 hours.
September 28: At 10:20
a.m., Rescue I responded to
a 30-foot sailboat with four
aboard that lost power and
was almost aground outside of
Towles Creek. The boat was
towed to the owner’s dock.
Time on call,1 hour.
October 6: At 1 p.m.,
Rescue III towed a 21-foot
Aquasport with one aboard to
Olverson’s ramp as the engine
quit due to bad gas. Time on
call, 1 ¾ hours.
Smith Point Sea Rescue
can be reached on channel
16 or by calling 911. Rescue
I and Rescue II are based on
the Great Wicomico River and
Rescue III is on Lodge Creek
off of the Yeocomico River.

calls for trafﬁc control, investigated seven building alarms,
processed two mental health
orders, transported eight prisoners and ﬁelded two calls for
animal control service.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles
%;MPOMRW this week reported
charges against nine individuals.

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&
Take quality consignments
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

Felonies

Benjamin G. Billinger, 40, of
Reedville was charged October 7 with grand larceny, two
counts of credit card fraud and
two counts of credit card larceny.
Corigan Jai Lee, 22, of Lancaster was charged October 12
with distribution of marijuana,
felony child neglect, DUI and
driving on a revoked license.
Dustin M. Johnson, 26, of
Heathsville was charged October 13 with grand larceny of an
automobile.
Lily Mae Hill, 27, of
Heathsville was charged October 13 with assault and battery
of a police ofﬁcer, obstruction
of justice, possession of controlled paraphernalia and reckless driving.

Misdemeanors

A Warsaw man, 53, was
charged October 12 with two
counts of assault and battery.
A Lancaster man, 18, was
charged October 12 with
obstruction of justice and possession of alcohol under age.
A Montross man, 33, was
charged October 12 with a
capias to show cause. Rappahannock Regional Jail served
the paper on the subject.
A Callao woman, 23, was
charged October 12 with
assault and battery and destroying property.
A Callao man, 27, was
charged October 12 with
assault and battery.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. O Kilmarnock, VA O 435-1783

TM

Experience the Frenzy!

Jewelry

5 SALE

$

and Accessories

Thursday
October 17th
7 am – 6 pm

Friday
October 18th
7 am – 5 pm

Location: Northern Neck YMCA
Beneﬁts

Rappahannock General Hospital
Cash, Checks & Credit Cards Accepted
Sponsored by Rappahannock General
Hospital Volunteer Auxiliary

N

ot just a gun show!! There will also be new vendors
selling and showing a variety of scopes such as night
vision, Aimpoint, Ecotech, Trijicon, and Nightforce;
coins; home-made jerky; metal detectors; synthethic
oil; Ammo Dealers; Extreme Motor Sports will be there with
ATV's and VIV's, and Oakley sunglasses; approx. 100 tables
with antique and modern ﬁrearms, and hand-made knives; and
a variety of collectibles.
We are located at 15683 Historyland Highway, Warsaw
In the former Warsaw Buy Rite Store.

SHOW HOURS: Saturday, 9-5 and Sunday, 9-4
ADMISSION: $5.00 PER PERSON;
CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE
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COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
The following cases were heard in Lancaster Circuit Court by
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

October 4
Cheyenne Jessica McDowell was earlier charged with second
degree murder in the October 2012 death of Thomas Marcus
Segar Jr. in a domestic dispute. Defense attorney Charles J.
McKerns Jr., won a motion hearing for an expert witness to give
limited testimony on battered wife syndrome and Post Traumatic
Stress Syndrome.
Carl Timothy Rich was earlier charged with three ﬁrearm felonies. His case was continued to November 8 and the court autho4VIWIRXIVW ERH LSRSVIIW EX XLI XL ERRMZIVWEV] IZIRX JVSQ PIJX MRGPYHI FSEVH ZMGI TVIWMHIRX (V 8SQ 7TIVV] rized up to $1,000 for defense attorney Thomas Hughes to hire a
&MPP.I[IPPKYIWXWTIEOIV&IXL&SVX^I\IGYXMZIHMVIGXSV.IER2IPWSRFSEVHTVIWMHIRX1EXX:SKIPERHFSEVHTEWX ballistic expert witness.
TVIWMHIRX;MPPMEQ&+VELEQ.V
Jennifer Ivy Teagle pled guilty to charge of felony eluding
police. On a plea arrangement, the court sentenced her to 60
days active sentence with two years and 10 months suspended.
Attorney Joseph Caprio won home monitored incarceration with
monitoring equipment.
David Thomas Pfarr wants to amend sex offender registration to an annual check-in rather than every 90-days. The court
agreed to evaluation of the defendant by a panel of three doctors
selected by defense attorney Michael Donner.

20 years of free health clinic:
Long-time supporters mark the day
T

wenty years to the day,
and even the hour, that the
Northern Neck Free Health
Clinic (NNFHC) opened, founders, long-time supporters and
friends gathered October 7, to
mark the occasion.
The 20th anniversary celebration, held at the Golden Eagle,
was made possible by a group of
volunteers and by the NNFHC’s
ﬁrst donor, Phyllis Smith. Table
arrangements were created by
board member Bonnie Bryant.
Smith and four of the founders were among those honored
during the event, which commemorated the ﬁrst night of
clinic operations on October
7, 1993, in borrowed space at
the Lancaster County Health
Department.
Since then, the NNFHC has
grown from a one-night-perweek clinic into a ﬁve-day- and
two-evening-per-week operation out of a 10,000-square-foot
facility in Kilmarnock, with an
auxiliary building nearby and
two outreach facilities, in Montross and Hartﬁeld. Over the two
decades, volunteers and staff
have provided $65 million worth
of health care services to 11,800
individuals in the Northern Neck
and Middlesex County.
The clinic’s genesis dates
back to the early 1990s, when
the Northern Neck Medical
Association, where Dr. Richard
Baylor was president, began
looking into the lack of access to
health care that so many in the
area were experiencing, and the

October 11
David Wayne Walton pled guilty to three felony larceny bad
checks in the amounts of $1,200, $1,855 and $582. Attorney Jan
Smith requested a sentencing report and sentencing was scheduled for December 20.
Terrell Marvay Noel was earlier charged with four felony and
two misdemeanor probation violations. Attorney Patrick O’Brien
asked for the case to be carried over to January term day.
Louis T. Rice was earlier charged with one felony probation
violation. The court granted defense attorney Will Hubbard’s
motion to continue the case to December 13.
Jerrick D. Saunders pled guilty to two felonies, violating
a protective order and breaking and entering. The Commonwealth agreed to the low end of sentencing guidelines. Saunders
received an active sentence of one year and three-months, with
4L]PPMW 7QMXL XLI GPMRMG´W the rest of a 15-year sentence suspended pending no contact with
*VSQ PIJX EVI (V 6MGLEVH &E]PSV (V 6SGO] 8MRKPI ERH ½VWX HSRSV MW E PSRKXMQI the victim. Attorney Wes Charlton won an amendment for the
(V7XIZI+PIWWRIV
defendant to have visitation with his child by the victim.
supporter and promoter.
Mya T. Sumiel was given a court-appointed attorney (Jan
Smith)
after violating probation on felony bad checks and failure
overuse of hospital emergency
provide dental, pharmaceutical
of Virginia Foundation before
to appear. A show cause court day was set for December 13.
rooms for basic primary care.
and mental health services as
assuming her current post.
Quanika S. Fisher was earlier charged with a probation violaDr. Steve Glessner and Dr.
well as medical care.
In her remarks, she congratution.
Her case was continued to December 13.
Rocky Tingle joined exploring
Remarks during the event
lated the NNFHC on its two
Kevin
Johnson Hall, earlier charged with three felony prosolutions to the crisis, a forum
were made by Dr. Matt Vogel,
decades of growth and success
bation
violations,
could not be found by his attorney, Thomas
that 500 attended was held, and
president of the operating
in helping thousands of people
Hendell. The court will reissue the show cause to a new address.
a Health Action Group led by
board; William B. “Broke”
gain access to care that wasn’t
Timothy Lee Abbott pled guilty to misdemeanor domestic
Bill Jewell was created, which in Graham Jr., past president; Dr.
otherwise available. She also
assault
and battery and was sentenced to six months suspended
turn led to the NNFHC.
Tom Sperry, vice president; and spoke on the current state of
to time served, no contact with the victim for three years, and
Dr. Baylor, Dr. Glessner, Dr.
Nelson, who introduced the
health care, what the state’s
conﬁned to the state during a one-year supervised probation. A
Tingle, Jewell and Smith have
speaker, Beth Bortz, president
health safety net organizations
felony charge of indecent liberties with a child was continued to
been steadfast supporters of the
and chief executive ofﬁcer of
such as the NNFHC have conOctober 17, 2014, pending review by the court. Attorney John
clinic ever since, and they were
the Virginia Center for Health
tributed, and the need for serMartin won an exception for Abbott to travel outside the state on
honored Monday for their foreInnovation. The executive
vices that will remain.
a company paid cruise to the Bahamas in late October.
sight, dedication and continuous director of the 57-member
Even if the Affordable Care
John P. George pled guilty to one count of felony manufacture
volunteer work. Through them,
Virginia Association of Free
Act is fully implemented – and
of
a controlled substance with intent to distribute and one mismany other key supporters,
and Charitable Clinics, Linda
in Virginia, it isn’t – she pointed
demeanor possession of marijuana. Three other felony charges
both donors and volunteers,
Wilkinson, also attended the
out that many will fall into
were nolle prosequi. On the felony, the court sentenced him to
embraced the clinic’s mission to
event.
cracks in the system and be
serve the underserved. They also
Bortz was a deputy director at without a health-care home. The active three months, suspending four years and nine months. On
have been sources of support for the Virginia Health Care Founclinic will continue being a life- the misdemeanor, he received 30-days suspended. Attorney John
the clinic’s only executive direcdation, a founding member of
saver organization and will need Martin requested George pay court cost by working community
service.
tor in the past 20 years, Jean
RxPartnership and the executive continued community support,
Carlesha Shawvel Reed, charged with three felony and seven
Nelson, as the facility grew to
director of the Medical College
she said.
misdemeanor probation violations, could not be found. Show
cause was reissued for October 25.
Calvin J. Hines was charged with felony forgery, uttering and
grand larceny. The case was continued to term day, October 25.
David Dixon, headmaster the states implementing and ing. Working with Maryland
Donald C. Feldman Sr. was earlier convicted in a jury trial of
of the Emmanuel Classical aligning with the Common grassroots education activists, six felonies of sodomy and carnal knowledge of a child 13 to 14
Christian Academy being Core system. Graves has spent she has briefed both elected years old. The court upheld the jury’s sentence of 11 years, and
established in Lancaster the last three years becoming ofﬁcials and candidates for added two years to be served consecutively (suspended) and a
County, will speak to the an expert on the programs ofﬁce on trends in the class- minimum two years of supervised probation upon release. Feldconcept and purposes of the school systems are promot- room.
man was represented by Jan Smith.
private academy he will be
heading. He is a director of
the Hickory Ground Solutions (HGS) Foundation and
was formerly a principal in
the Northumberland County
public schools.
Ann Barrett Graves will
discuss issues facing the
Maryland public school
system. Maryland is among

Tea Party will host discussion on choices, trends in education
LIVELY—School issues
and policies have become a
growing concern locally as
well as statewide and nationally. They will be a topic
October 22 for the 99th District Tea Party meeting at 7
p.m. at the Lancaster County
Ruritan Club building in
Lively.
In this last of a series of
education-focused meetings,
speakers will address some
of the ramiﬁcations of school
choice, different educational
approaches and centralized
control of education.

The Agenda
Local Government News
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning commission will resume its public hearing today, October 17, on allowing tourist homes by right in certain zoning districts. The commission meets at 7 p.m. in the Northumberland courts building.
The board of supervisors asked the commission to consider
an amendment to a zoning law allowing tourist homes by right
in residential and some commercial zones. Currently, tourist
homes operate under conditional use permits and public hearings before the board of supervisors are required.
Last month’s planning commission hearing drew a large
crowd and saw more than 20 speakers. This week’s hearing has
already drawn a stack of letters both for and against the issue.
LANCASTER—County planners will discuss ways to eliminate permit fees and public hearings on telecommunications
poles designed to provide higher speed internet service to neighborhoods at tonight’s meeting, October 17, beginning at 7 p.m. in
the board meeting room of the County Administration Building
in Lancaster Courthouse.
Members also are expected to discuss the subdivision ordinance as it relates to unobstructed widths and heights on roads
in established communities to ensure emergency vehicle access.
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council will hold a
public hearing Monday, October 21, on an application to rezone
property off James B. Jones Memorial Highway between Irvington Road and Black Stump Road. The zoning change would
allow W.F. Booth & Son Inc. of Kilmarnock to build a warehouse, according to Robert Booth.
Although there is no agenda published yet, town manager Tom
Saunders said the meeting will include the public hearing and
committee reports.
Council meets at 7 p.m. in the Kilmarnock Town Hall.

Friday, October 18th
from 12:00—4:00pm

For our 2nd Annual

Customer Appreciation Day!!!
Food, Fun,
Fellowship
&
DOOR
PRIZES!!!!

Enter to WIN a
new

Kindle Fire
HD Tablet
(8GB)*

*(No Purchase Necessary)

Redlaw Mechanical is located in the Old Lively Firehouse
2798 White Chapel Road, Lancaster VA
Call for Details—804-462-0640

CommunityForum
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Focal Point

YOUR LETTERS
Jackson is
a statesman

The Deale family on Lowery Creek Road near Ottoman put up this celebration of Halloween.

Photo by Howard Hanchey
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal
Point.

YOUR LETTERS
Retired clerk
favors Bingham

Veterans
under attack

I am writing to urge the
voters of Northumberland
County to elect Deborah
Thomas Bingham for Clerk
of the Circuit Court.
I have known Deborah for
a long time and having her
as my Deputy Clerk for five
years, she is the most experienced and qualified person
for this important job.
Deborah was appointed
clerk when I retired and is
doing a fantastic job. She has
the drive, the integrity and
the level of professionalism
and commitment needed for
this office and will serve the
citizens of the county to the
best of her ability.
I cannot stress enough
how complex the duties and
responsibilities of this office
are and Deborah has proven
that she can do the job with
great efficiency.
Please join me in keeping Deborah Thomas Bingham as Clerk by electing her
November 5.

There would be no budget
crisis if the Senate had performed its constitutional
duty. Every year the House
of Representatives dutifully
performed its constitutional
duty, passed a budget (all
spending bills must originate in the House), and sent
it to the Senate. However, the
Senate Leader, Harry Reid,
blocked any and all Republican House budgets (deadon-arrival) not allowing the
Democratic Senate to debate
the budget.
Perhaps Sen. Reid was
fearful that some Democratic
senators might live up to their
oath of ofﬁce. Sen. Reid is
obviously violating his oath
and, by doing so, crippling the
U.S. By not rising up in protest, the other senators have
shown that they too don’t care
about the Constitution. Question, why are we paying senators to neither enforce the
Constitution or do their job?
The administration and
senate, along with the seemly
tacit approval of Virginia’s
senators, have taken aim at
patriotic veterans, who did
defend the Constitution,
by shutting down veterans’
memorials and most of the
Veterans Administration. This
has not been done in the past
so why now? It can only be
to display their meanness and
pettiness and to exercise their
dictatorial powers.
To prove this point, it’s
costing the administration
more to keep the memorials closed than to keep them
open, yet the Mall was open
to immigration reform advocates, and union bosses are
exempted from the shutdown.
This begs another question,

Linda L. Booth,
Retired Circuit Court Clerk,
Wicomico Church

Stop taking
Fleet signs
It’s bad enough that someone is placing Westbrook
signs in positions that try
to obscure Fleet signs from
view, but now some Fleet
signs have even gone missing. This is not the way we
run a political campaign in
the Northern Neck of Virginia.
Whoever is taking these
signs, please be honorable
and stop.
Ric Conkle,
Irvington

why would these leaders want
to inﬂict pain and suffering on
veterans? We know that, at
one point, President Obama
wanted military personnel
to pay for, including combat
wounds, their medical care.
Do they loath veterans? Is
this because they themselves
didn’t serve and now resent
those who did? Or is it simply
because the vast majority of
veterans are conservative?
No matter their reasoning,
it is dead wrong.
Jesse H. Dize,
Combat veteran, Kilmarnock

Re-elect Fleet
I support Alex Fleet for
the Lancaster County School
Board.
He is a person with strong
Christian values. He is a
teacher, deacon and Sunday
school superintendent at
Irvington Baptist Church.
In the field of education he
has been a teacher, principal,

director of instruction and
Lancaster County superintendent (18 years).
He served as mayor of
Irvington for 14 years, past
president of Mary Ball
Washington Museum and
a founding member of The
Steamboat Era Museum.
Mr. Fleet had the idea and
made the motion for a uniform dress code in the primary school. Studies have
shown this helps improve
discipline. Unless discipline
improves, instruction is hampered, children are distracted
and learning is not successful.
Alex Fleet is very qualified to serve on the Lancaster County School Board.
He has the time and has made
it a priority to visit the three
schools.
I hope you will join me in
voting for Alex Fleet for the
school board November 5.
Bob Fleet,
Irvington

About four years ago I was
privileged to hear E. W. Jackson
speak at a meeting in Lancaster
County. Afterwards, I knew
this man was very different than
others running for ofﬁce. I had
ﬁnally met someone who is a true
man of God, and someone who is
honest and strong in his political
beliefs.
In the years following that
ﬁrst encounter, I have seen that
he continues his efforts to uphold
those beliefs. He is a true statesman, not just a political opportunist who wants to make it a career.
Jackson believes that for Virginia to stay free, its leaders must
govern with respect for the U.S.
Constitution and the Constitution
of Virginia. He strongly believes
in the Second Amendment and in
the importance of property rights.
Every day we see examples of
local governments working to
trample on those rights. Jackson
wants to work to defend our liberties.
Jackson is a black man whose
great-grandfather was a slave in
Orange County. While my grandparents were from Germany and
Ireland, as Americans, we both
have great respect for one another.
Jackson served in the Marine
Corps during the Viet Nam era,
went to Harvard Law School and
practiced law in Boston for 18
years. He currently is pastor of a
church in Chesapeake.
A true conservative, a true
American and a tireless worker
for freedom, E. W. Jackson is a
man who will always do as he
says. It’s all about liberty. Please
join me in supporting Jackson for
lieutenant governor on November
5.
Rev. Ace Oestreich,
White Stone

Westbrook said
RSXUYEPM½IH
Letters to the Record by Westbrook supporters containing
totally unsubstantiated “facts”
and using Fleet supporter quotes
taken deliberately and totally out
of context were (unbelievably!!)
topped last week by Westbrook
himself.
In his political ad (which will
probably run in every edition of
the Record until the election),
Westbrook blames Alexander

Fleet’s “leadership” alone for
what Westbrook refers to as a
marked decline in our school
system. Blaming one individual
for problems in our schools is like
blaming one individual for continually raising our taxes or causing global warming. Ridiculous!
The overall decline in American
schools is, as everyone knows,
the result of complex problems
facing our entire society today.
Westbrook’s ad then states
speciﬁc “action points” he will
pursue if elected. Every single
one of his points is already being
addressed by the school board in
detail and/or is already part of Mr.
Fleet’s agenda. Westbrook, still
never having stepped foot in any
of our schools, offers nothing of
substance to the voters.
Westbrook again has demonstrated that he is woefully ignorant
of how schools work and is clueless regarding the on-going hard
work and time our educational
professionals and board members
devote daily to the care of our
children and to the improvement
of their education. He is not qualiﬁed. He is not knowledgeable. He
does not deserve your vote.
Gale Sanford,
Irvington

Fresh start needed
I will vote for Dr. Robert Westbrook for new leadership on the
Lancaster County School Board.
He has a clear and concise
understanding of the current
problems that exist with our
schools. Neglect, poor management and lack of oversight have
attributed to an “accredited with
warning” status for the 2013-14
school year.
Let’s be fair, it is not just one
person’s fault for the disarray of
problems which did not occur
overnight. All of us share the
responsibility to ensure that our
children receive a quality education.
Dr. Westbrook has outlined a
plan on how to move forward to
improve the relationship between
the school board and the teachers,
students, parents and citizens of
this county.
Needless to say, a well managed school system improves the
quality of life for everyone. On
November 5, vote for Dr. Westbrook for a fresh start.
John Pollard,
Irvington

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the August 1, 1913, issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Splendid Crops In Northern Neck

Mr. and Mrs. Robt. Moon, of Baltimore, are guests of Mr. and Mrs.
W. G. Dunton.
A. E. Haydon and family have moved to the apartment over T. J.
Haydon & Son’s store.
Letters from Jno. C. Brewington indicates improvement from his
stay at Hot Springs, Arkansas.
W. T. Broaddus, of Gloucester, was a visitor here yesterday, coming
up from Wharton Grove.

The Northern Neck of Virginia has one of the ﬁnest corn crops in
this section in a decade. The weather has been seasonable and the crop
has not suffered for rain during the spring and summer.
The early tomato crop which has been so proﬁtable to the truckers is
about exhausted and the late tomato crop is coming on. This crop will
be utilized by the local canneries which have already begun operation.
Many of the truckers have in ﬁne crops of cantaloupes and and are Weems
making shipments every day. The price is good. The hay, wheat and
Lawson George is improving his residence by painting.
other crops were large and the Northern Neck farmers all rejoicing
S. B. Haydon, L. E. Ashburn and R. L. Bryant are delegates to the
over the bumper crops.
Rappahannock Baptist Association this week.
Mrs. C. L. Marsh and daughters visited relatives at Ocran last week.
Irvington
Capt. and Mrs. B. G. Doggett spent a recent Sunday at the home of
Stonewall Dix, of Norfolk, is visiting his parental home here.
Capt. Doggett’s uncle, George Beane, near Wicomico Church.
Desultory week in Irvington. Our people are ﬂocking to Wharton
There will be no more services at Claybrook church until after
Grove.
camp (Wharton Grove).
Miss Annie F. David, of Point Francis, spent Sunday and Monday
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball Washwith the Misses Lee.
ington Museum and Library)

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his past Saturday the overall energy level
of the Northern Neck decreased appreciably. The cause of the decline was the passing of Ruth Herrink, the publisher of “The
Journal,” the weekly newspaper that covers
King George, Colonial Beach and Westmoreland County. Ruth was a person of boundless energy, insatiable curiosity, and constant
activity. Whenever a problem arose, she
plunged into the fray to ﬁnd its solution.
A half-century ago Ruth served on the
Richmond City Council, where she worked
to achieve racial harmony as the city moved
toward integration. Her husband, Louis, was
an attorney who served in the House of Delegates. Together they were the power couple
of their time, and their time never ceased.
Thirty years ago Ruth left Richmond to
come to the Northern Neck where she purchased the local newspaper in King George.
She remained its publisher for the rest of her
life, and worked on this past week’s edition
through the day before the stroke she suffered,
ﬁve days previous to her death. She thrived
on the excitement of putting out a weekly
newspaper, which she saw as the vehicle for

She thrived on the excitement of putting out a
weekly newspaper, which
she saw as the vehicle for
building a strong and
vibrant community.
building a strong and vibrant community.
With her daughter, Jessica, an attorney like
her father, as president of the paper, Ruth
moved forward to produce many other publications to serve the community. When she saw
a need, she asked only what she could do to
ﬁll it. She was not a behind-the-scenes player.
In all that she did, she was in the forefront, a
born leader. Nothing got her down, and her
vision knew no limits. In her late 70s she
underwent a bout with cancer that she took in
its stride, conﬁdent that she could overcome
it, which she did. She was at the paper during
her course of chemotherapy wearing a bandana until her sparkling white hair returned.

Ruth came to the Northern Neck to share
her manifold talents with the community. She
became involved in practically every charitable activity, and where none existed, she
founded a program to ﬁll the gap. After the
Potomac Welcome Center closed on Route
301, she spearheaded the move to make the
facility the home of the Dahlgren Heritage
Foundation and Museum. Typically she stayed
on the telephone, as she did with every cause
she undertook, getting all of her friends and
acquaintances to give support to her goals.
When the telephone rang, and the voice
on the other end said, “Hi. This is Ruth,”
one knew that she was up to a new project.
She truly never wasted a minute, and spent
her time dedicated to doing good deeds. She
was a direct person, the umpire of the passing scene, who always called the plays as she
honestly saw them.
To ﬁnd a single word to describe Ruth
would be a difﬁcult task, but the one that continually comes to mind is “humanitarian.” She
dedicated her life to making the world a better
place for everyone she met. Whether she was
trying to preserve history or feed hungry

people, she put her all into the effort. In Richmond after her time on the City Council, she
had served as director of the Department of
Professional and Occupational Regulation. In
each position that she assumed over the past
65 years, she was a model of integrity and
honesty.
As the years passed, Ruth remained the
same. Retirement was one word not in her
vocabulary. She could not think of not working with so much to be done to make the world
a better place. The key to understanding Ruth
was to realize that she grasped the essential
element of success, namely, that improvement
begins with each of us recognizing the ever
prevalent needs that appear before us every
day, and dedicating ourselves to their fulﬁllment. Ruth was a genuinely happy person
who found great delight in the operations of
daily living. In her 80s, she had the energy
level of four 20-year-olds, combined with the
vision of a wise sage. She never gave up on
anyone or on anything, and that was her abiding presence, wherever she was.
Ruth Jones Herrink, September 8, 1926 –
October 12, 2013. R.I.P.
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YOUR LETTERS
Elect Bingham

Do You Remember?
This is the 1921 Wicomico High School baseball team, coached by Laurance Brent. The
team included Lewis Tignor, Robert Stephens, Eldon Christopher, Hardie Pittman,
Freddie Pittman, David Beane, Clarence Snow, Logan Harding and George Clark.
The manager was Floyd Christopher. “Do You Remember?” is a public service of the
Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS
Supporting Jackson
I support E.W. Jackson for
lieutenant governor. Why?
Toward the top is, I like him.
Having had the opportunity to
just talk with him, I concluded
that what you see is what you
get. What we see has been
called “too extreme for Virginia.” What that means, however, is that the people making
the charge have no answers to
his positions.
E.W. Jackson believes in the
rule of law (Horrors! He does
not believe executives have the
right to ignore, alter, amend or
selectively enforce our laws).
He believes in the sanctity of life
(Horrors! He agrees with most
women, 57% of whom adopt a
pro-life view). He believes in a
culture of self-reliance and personal responsibility as well as
one of compassion and generosity. But he also believes that
policies with compassionate
intent but effects of degrading self-reliance and personal
responsibility are worse than
no policy (Oh, no! He opposes
a culture of dependence and
entitlement). In fact, what E.W.
Jackson supports are the very
values that are taught in Sunday
schools and preached from pulpits across the state.
But as a believer in the rule
of law and of a constitutional
republic that constrains both
citizen misrule (tyranny of the
majority) and government misrule (political tyranny), E.W.
Jackson is least likely to “cram”
unpopular laws or regulations
down people’s throats (What?
No you-have-to-vote-for-it-toknow-what’s-in-it laws?).
As lieutenant governor,
E.W.’s most critical role will
likely be casting tie-breaking
votes in a divided Senate.
When you are breaking tie
votes, it is much safer to break
them on the side of less government intrusion than more. This
I would trust E.W. to do.
Edgar Doleman,
Heathsville

All wet
A very savvy French writer,
Joseph Joubert, once observed
that it is better to debate a question without settling it than to
settle a question without debating it. In this spirit, I would
like to point out the ﬂaws
of a scheme to conserve our
troubled groundwater supply,
offered up by a representative
of NAPS in a recent feature
article in the Rappahannock
Record.
No thinking person can
argue with the call by the
writer for greater emphasis on
water conservation. Nor can
one deny the necessity to shift
from an unsustainable water
supply reliant almost entirely
on groundwater to a supply
of diversiﬁed and sustainable
sources, including desalination, waste water recycling and
artiﬁcial aquifer recharge.
The writer’s assertion that
“our best long-term option is to
impound water in reservoirs,”
however, is perhaps the worst
idea since chocolate-covered
caterpillars.
The writer leaves little doubt
that he is a fervent believer of
the notion that dams and reservoirs are the magical cure for
the water supply problems of
the region, but certitude is not
certainty. After all, our subject

is hydrology and ecology not
theology.
Decades
of
scientiﬁc
research have demonstrated
that reservoirs are responsible
for many harmful hydrologic
and ecologic impacts. What’s
more, numerous economic
analyses have questioned the
ﬁnancial beneﬁts of reservoirs.
You don’t have to take my
word. Check out what the folks
at American Rivers have to
say about the topic in a report
entitled “The Money Pit: The
High Cost and High Risk of
Water Supply Reservoirs in
the Southeast” on the organization’s website.
Solving the groundwater
crisis by scattering more reservoirs across the land is an idea
that holds just enough water to
be all wet.
Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

Elect Fleet
I support Alex Fleet in his
bid for re-election to the Lancaster County School Board.
He is a good friend who cares
immensely for the well-being
of our schools. I admire his
desire to devote the time and
effort that it takes to be a
school board member.
Being a former superintendent, Alex has a proven track
record in dedication and leadership. His knowledge and
experience would be a valuable
asset to any school system.
Nancy N. Foster,
Irvington

Time
for Westbrook
Lancaster County Public
Schools (LCPS) are at a crossroads this election. The choice
is whether to continue with
the same manner of operation which is not efﬁcient and
not effective, or to implement
proven management policies
that will turn things around.
We must stop perpetuating the same procedures that
have caused the decline in our
schools.
LCPS is one of the most
expensive public school districts in Virginia for what we
spend per pupil. We stand in
the top 15%. Yet our schools
perform near the bottom of
all school districts in Virginia.
This year all three of our
schools are accredited with
warning.
Northumberland
County
Public Schools scored higher
on average than LCPS students
on 11 of the 14 standardized
tests given, yet Northumberland spent considerably less
per pupil than Lancaster.
Our students are just as
smart and our teachers are just
as good as their counterparts
throughout the state.
What is going on? Why are
we as a community who love
our children and want them
to receive a good education
paying top dollar for poor
results?
The answer is clearly administration.
Our schools need a change
in management. Dr. Robert
Westbrook has given considerable thought to needed change.
He has some very good ideas.
Please read the advertisement
on page A7 of the October 10
Rappahannock Record.
Dr. Westbrook loves this

community. He understands
the problem and he is energetic
and unencumbered to push forward positive change such as
bringing back the alternative
school, listening to teachers
and supporting them, working amicably with the board of
supervisors and putting more
of our resources into instruction.
Please vote on November 5
and give Dr. Westbrook serious
consideration.
Beverly Hart,
White Stone

What kind
of person
is Cuccinelli?
In the 2013 gubernatorial
race, Terry McAuliffe’s expensive and unrelenting television
ads have falsely painted Ken
Cuccinelli in a very negative
light.
Voters may be confused,
then, about what kind of person
our Attorney General Cuccinelli actually is.
There are some details about
Ken Cuccinelli that everyone
needs to know.
Once he became Attorney
General, he reviewed evidence
concerning the alleged crimes
of one Thomas Haynesworth,
an African-American man who
was wrongly identiﬁed and
sentenced to 84 years in prison
for three sexual assaults that
he did not commit. Cuccinelli
himself argued in the Court of
Appeals that Haynesworth had
been wrongly convicted, and
the Court subsequently exonerated Haynesworth.
After
spending 27 years in prison,
Haynesworth would have
found it hard to ﬁnd a job, but
Ken Cuccinelli offered him a
job in his own ofﬁce.
Cuccinelli’s concern for
others was also evident in his
days at the University of Virginia. One night while studying
he became aware of screams
from a co-ed’s room, and
rushed in to rescue the woman
from an assailant. Afterward,
he led an effort to remedy the
lack of personal safety for
women on campus. Joined by
others, they won new safeguards for women on campus
that are still in effect there.
Cuccinelli has also been in
the forefront of serving and
advocating for the mentally ill
in our society. He has a record
of public service to the less
fortunate that began before
his entry into elective politics. He is a serious and intelligent leader who is ﬁrm in his
belief in small government and
adherence to the Constitution.
Anyone with plenty of
money can buy vicious TV
attack ads, as McAuliffe has.
Not everyone has the moral
character to work behind the
scenes for a better society, even
when no one is watching, as
Cuccinelli has.
Please support Ken Cuccinelli for Governor.

Deborah Thomas Bingham
is serving Northumberland
County with distinction and
great character as our Circuit
Court Clerk.
Deborah is a women of intelligence and one who is able to
communicate with people of
all walks of life. She is caring,
honest, a hard worker and has
the trustworthiness and fairness about her that we need as
our Circuit Court Clerk.
She has the training, experience and is doing a great job
now as clerk.
When you go to the polls on
November 5, vote to elect and
keep Deborah Thomas Bingham as our Circuit Court Clerk.
William A. Hudnall,
Retired Board of Supervisors
member, Heathsville

Bingham offers
proven leadership
We are writing to urge the citizens of Northumberland County
to elect Deborah Thomas Bingham as Clerk of the Circuit Court.
We have known Mrs. Bingham for several years and she is
the most experienced and qualiﬁed person for the job, having
been the only candidate that has
worked in the ofﬁce of the clerk
for the past ﬁve years and now
serving as the clerk. Mrs. Bingham has proven leadership ability, and in these difﬁcult ﬁnancial
times, leadership and experience
is exactly what is needed.
Mrs. Bingham is a true independent, putting the citizens
ﬁrst and not the politics. She has
devoted many years of her life
serving her church, the Northumberland Historical Society, American Red Cross and the Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum.
So, please join us in electing
Deborah Thomas Bingham as
our Clerk of the Circuit Court on
Tuesday, November 5.
Mary and Porter Kier,
Lottsburg

Smoke screens
If you are truly interested in
paying off the debt, why would
you try to throw a country into
economic chaos?
That is what is being done
in Congress by a small group
of people who want to see our
system of government go down
the drain. All this talk about the
debt being our biggest problem
is simply a smoke screen to get
to the point where they can make
our government stop working.
Their behavior is insanely reckless.
I am not sure what they think
they can create out of the chaos.
One congressman said he was
not sure what they wanted but it
had to be some kind of victory.
Another said he understood economics because he had raised a

family. These are shocking comments.
Likewise, all the negative talk
about “Obama Care” is simply
part of the effort to discredit
Obama. After all, it is a Republican idea. Why would Americans
not want insurance if they have
a pre-existing condition? Why
would they want to be dropped
from insurance if they get sick?
Two prominent ideas have
been planted in the public mind.
One, the government is your
enemy. Two, poor people are robbing you by cheating on government programs. The ﬁrst should
be easier to dispel because once
people understand that Social
Security and Medicare are government programs, they have to
face the contradiction.
The second is more troubling.
We have turned against those in
need in our country by worrying
about cheaters, the number being
greatly exaggerated. A minister
said the Bible tells us not to feed
people who do not work. Well,
if the government should not
help feed people, why should
churches disobey the Bible and
feed people?
The contradictions of these
advocates of destruction are endless. Wake up citizens.

A Christian worldview means
that a Christian thinks God’s
thoughts after Him in every discipline of study, whether in art, science, history, law, psychology, or
economics; this learning is then
everywhere that we engage the
world. Students nurtured in these
schools are marked by higher
than average scores on standardized tests, but that is a secondary
beneﬁt set against the sacred mission of assisting the family and
church in forming the spiritual
and intellectual character of each
child as an image bearer of God.
Students will learn fundamentals
of the Christian faith to understand what they believe, why they
believe it and can conﬁdently
explain their belief to anyone at
any time.
Time spent solidifying their
Christian faith is very important,
as the average American child
from kindergarten to 12th grade
spends 25% of his or her time
engaged in social media and only
1% of their time in dedicated
Christian education. As parents,
teachers, pastors and citizens, is
this the best we can do?

The Northern
Neck needs a
Christian school

It disturbs me greatly that one
of the nominees aspiring to the
seat as governor of Virginia was
quoted by Fred Kunkel of the
Washington Post, on September
16, as saying, “’I am not going
to read every bill when I’m governor. I’m going to hire people
to read them for me.’ It was an
astonishing statement, a board
member said, quoting McAuliffe
from memory.”
At the very least, a bit presumptuous for him to assume
he would win the seat, and even
more astonishing that he plans
on hiring people to read bills to
him, rather than read them himself.
If he’s abrogating the responsibilities of the governor even
before the election, can we trust
him to “read the bills” if he’s
elected to the governorship?
Does he plan on the taxpayer
picking up the tab for his “bill
readers”?

Mary L. Lay,
Irvington

Few would disagree that public
education in America has run
into hard times. What do we do
about guns? Can we pray in the
classroom? Should creationism
be taught?
When confronted with these
issues, committed Christians usually respond by trying to reform
public schools in some fashion—
letters to the editor, speaking
at school board meetings, running for the PTA. Each of these
responses misses the point that
public schools are grounded in
institutional agnosticism, if not
outright hostility to the Christian faith. The goal of Christian
education is to bring all areas of
thought and life under the captivity of the Lordship of Christ.
To accomplish this, we need to
develop a distinctly Christian
worldview.
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MEET THE CANDIDATES

MEET THE CANDIDATES

Lancaster County School Board, District 5

Northumberland County Clerk of Circuit Court

Karen O. “Toni”
Allison

Alexander M. Fleet, Sr.

William C. “Bill” Smith

Robert S. Westbrook

Holding a master’s degree
in education from The College
of William and Mary, Alexander McDonald Fleet
(retired) was an educator for 37
years. Mr. Fleet served as bus
driver, teacher, principal, director of instruction and Lancaster
County superintendent for 18
years.
He was mayor of Irvington
for 14 years. He’s vice chairman of the Economic Development Authority of Lancaster
County and is a teacher and
deacon at Irvington Baptist
Church.
A recipient of both the Lancaster County Citizen of the
Year Award and the Northern
Neck Bar Association’s Citizen
of the Year Award, Mr. Fleet is
married and has three children
and eight grandchildren.

Born and raised in Lancaster
County, William C. “Bill”
Smith graduated from Lancaster High School in 1986. He
played Little League baseball
at Dreamﬁelds, football on the
same ﬁeld used now, high school
baseball and wrestled at LHS.
After graduating from Christopher Newport College, he
opened the Sports Centre, which
has been part of his life for
almost 24 years. He and his wife
have three children: a sophomore
at Lancaster High School and
5th- and 7th-graders at Lancaster
Middle School.
Smith previously served two
consecutive terms on the school
board, including three years as
chairman. He said he stepped off
the school board after two terms
because of his belief in term
limits.

Robert S. Westbrook
received his undergraduate
degree from the University
of Richmond and taught
8th-grade biology and earth
science for one year. He
obtained his DDS degree
from MCV Dental School
and has an active dental
practice in Irvington.
Westbrook is a veteran
of the Vietnam War, where
he flew helicopters. He is
retired from the Virginia
National Guard with the
rank of Lt. Col.
He is a member of the
Irvington Town Council,
head of the Irvington Emergency Preparedness Committee & CERT, and an
active volunteer in the Village Improvement Association of Irvington.

Q&A

The Record posed the following questions to each
candidate and limited the answers to 300 words.

1. What are your thoughts on how the search for a new school superintendent should proceed?
What is your view on community input in the decision process?
FLEET: In accordance with
advice from our school board
attorney, the board will begin
our search in mid-November.
The Virginia School Boards
Association will help by advertising the superintendent opening throughout our state. Local
qualiﬁed candidates will be
encouraged to apply as well.
In addition, next month I
will be attending the Virginia
School Board Association
annual conference in Williamsburg as a delegate for
the Lancaster County Schools.

At the conference I will have
the opportunity to discuss our
needs with other school division personnel. Because I know
many prominent superintendents and current school board
members from throughout the
state, their input regarding
prospective candidates will be
candid and helpful as we move
forward in this most important
search.
Be assured that when hiring,
we are certainly going to take a
look at someone who is familiar with Virginia’s require-

ments, rules and regulations.
It is also imperative to ﬁnd an
individual who demonstrates
exceptional
communication
skills across the board. Most
importantly, however, is securing an experienced candidate
with a proven track record
demonstrating his or her ability to improve academic performance, Pre K-12th grades.
In addition, I will recommend to the board that we
establish a committee of citizenry to help in the selection
of our new superintendent.

SMITH: Hiring the superintendent is the most important
task the school board will perform. The Lancaster County
School Board is a member
of the Virginia School Board
Association and this allows us
to use them as a vehicle in a
superintendent search. They try
to make this demanding task of
ﬁnding the perfect candidate as
smooth as possible. The VSBA
does not charge a fee for this
process. Their assistance is a
beneﬁt to school boards for
being a member of their organization.
I was on the school board
during a superintendent search
and learned much about the
process; we are competing with

many other school divisions in
the state for candidates. Smaller
school divisions are not able to
offer the salaries and beneﬁts
of the larger divisions and we
are left with a smaller pool to
choose from. In the last superintendent hire, our school board
had a very small pool to choose
from and instead of extending
the search, it chose a superintendent that was not familiar
with a small rural community.
We hired a superintendent
with a history of working for
mega schools and dealing with
unions.
If elected, I will not settle
for what the VSBA proposes.
If the school board is not satisﬁed with what is offered (this

includes administrators from
within our division) I am not
against looking to another
search ﬁrm.
I strongly believe that all
facets of our community should
be part of the hiring process.
This includes input from our
appropriating board (board of
supervisors), Lancaster County
School staff, community members and parents. As a former
school board member, the more
input I received beyond my
board the easier my decisions
were. The role of the superintendent has become a very
political role. This individual
not only becomes the face of
our school division but a strong
leader in our county.

WESTBROOK: The new
school board will not take ofﬁce
until January but the search for
a new superintendent should
begin immediately. As we work
through the state-imposed process of each of our schools
adopting and implementing
a 3-year school improvement
plan to seek full accreditation,
it is vitally important that we
select the right person: a superintendent with excellent managerial and leadership skills, one
who is goal-oriented, is a team
player, and has a proven track
record of accomplishment.
It will be a unique individual
willing to accept this formidable challenge, but we owe it
to our children to persevere and

ﬁnd just that right person.
By now we have learned the
value of thoroughly vetting
each candidate. It is not enough
to require an acceptable interview on the part of a candidate and receive an acceptable
letter of recommendation from
a candidate’s previous school
board. We now know that we
must go beyond that norm and
actively interview the teachers
and school staff in each candidate’s previous school system
to solicit their candid evaluations; as part of our selection
process we must learn as much
as possible about each candidate’s character as well as ability.
I welcome the community’s

input into every aspect of our
school system, but especially
with the selection process
for superintendent. When the
school board has narrowed
the ﬁeld of candidates to four
contenders, a structured public
forum should be held at the
Middle School wherein the
public can meet and ask questions of each candidate. The
public should then be encouraged to complete a questionnaire to communicate their
concerns and/or preferences
to the school board concerning
each candidate. The community’s input should be an important factor in the board’s ﬁnal
decision of who to select as our
new superintendent.

2. What do you see as the three primary focus areas for Lancaster County Public Schools in the
upcoming year? Why, and what recommendations do you have for each focus area?
FLEET: Test scores, behavior and technology are my
focus.
We have already begun to
address test scores by reorganizing and beginning this year with
new leadership at all schools.
The board hired additional math
and reading teachers to focus
on the needs of low-perform-

ing students. We are working
with the state to further clarify
speciﬁc curriculum goals and
to help implement additional
teaching strategies to help students achieve these skills and
standards. Student progress is
being monitored consistently to
ensure academic improvement
is occurring.

Discipline is my second
focus, however, discipline is not
“second in line,” but goes handin-hand with improved test
scores. Recently, I have spent
a great deal of time visiting the
schools unannounced and have
personally witnessed
Q&A, continued on page A8

Deborah Thomas
Bingham

Karen O. “Toni” Allison is a native of Northumberland County, born and raised
in Callao. She graduated from
Northumberland High School
in 1987, Rappahannock Community College in 1989, and
received a paralegal degree
from Old Dominion University.
Allison has been employed
with the Northumberland
County Commonwealth Attorney’s Ofﬁce since January of
1996.
She began her work in the
legal profession in November 1990, at the ﬁrm of
Smith, Murphy & Taliaferro
in Warsaw. She also serves
as clerk for the Multi-Jurisdictional Grand Jury for the
Northern Neck.
Allison currently resides in
Lottsburg with her husband,
Joey Allison, and their two
children, Hannah, 13, and Will,
10.
Deborah Thomas
Bingham has lived in the
county all her life and graduated here in Northumberland
in 1987. She worked for Lawrence Traylor, attorney, for
over eight years and received

Q&A

Ellen K.
Douglas

her associate in applied science degree in business while
employed. Later she went to
work at the Northern Neck
Regional Jail for over 12 years
as administrative supervisor.
She has been married for 20
years to her husband, Chris,
and they have two children,
Thomas, 14, and Phillip, 12.
In November of 2007,
Bingham came to work for
the Circuit Court as Deputy
Clerk under Linda Booth. After
Booth retired in December
2012, she was appointed Clerk
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro
III.
She is an active member of
Coan Baptist Church, Northumberland Historical Society,
American Red Cross, the Virginia Clerk’s Association and a
docent at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum.
Ellen Kilduff Douglas
grew up in Northumberland
County and has lived here all
her life. She graduated from
Northumberland High School
and continued her education
at Smithdeal Massey Business
College in Richmond. She
graduated with a Professional

Thomas H.
“Tommy” Tomlin

Secretarial Degree.
She married her high school
sweetheart, Ronnie, and they
have two children and three
grandchildren.
They attend Henderson
United Methodist Church in
Callao and are active in the
community.
Thomas H. “Tommy”
Tomlin graduated from
Randolph-Macon College with
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science. He was conferred
a Juris Doctor from George
Mason University School of
Law.
Tomlin has been employed
as a probation ofﬁcer with the
Department of Juvenile Justice
for the past 21 years. Prior to
this employment, he was an
attorney for eight years in the
general practice of law.
He and his wife, Elsie, are
parents of a daughter, Rachel,
who is currently a sophomore
at Christopher Newport University. They live in the Wicomico Church area.
Both Tomlin and his wife
are EMT/drivers with the Northumberland County Volunteer
Rescue Squad.

The Record posed the following questions to each
candidate and limited the answers to 300 words.

1. The Clerk of Court is responsible for a great deal of bookkeeping, recordation, and ﬁnance.
What experience and background do you have in bookkeeping and ﬁnance? In what ways have you
demonstrated the exhaustive attention to detail required?
ALLISON: Since my ﬁrst
paying job as a secretary at
Callao Super Market when I
was a freshman in high school,
I have been working with
bookkeeping and ﬁnance. As
a secretary at Callao Super
Market, I had to total out the
cash registers every day, count
the money and make sure that
the money agreed with what
the cash register recorded.
Once the cash registers were
totaled out we had a large “settling sheet” where we recorded
sales for the day. Once the “settling sheet” checked out, I was
required to make deposits at
the bank and receive cash and

coin to replenish the cash registers for the next day.
Since November of 1990,
when I worked at the law ﬁrm
of Smith, Murphy & Taliaferro, we handled a number
of estates where we had to
ﬁle periodic accounts with the
Commissioner of Accounts
and handled many retirement
accounts where stocks were
often bought and sold and
dividends were received from
the stock companies. Deposits were made daily to manage
the accounts. We also had the
bookkeeping of the law ﬁrm
which required recording time
for each client, sending out

bills to clients and receiving
money for the lawyers’ services. As part of my work in
the law ﬁrm, we did numerous real estate closings which
required the processing of a
lot of papers including deeds
and deeds of trust which were
then taken to the Circuit Court
Clerk’s Ofﬁce of the appropriate county for recording. Our
ﬁrm also did numerous collections for different companies
which required the ﬁling of
warrants in debt, and once a
judgment was issued, recording the abstract of judgment
in the Circuit Court Clerk’s
Ofﬁce.

BINGHAM:
While
employed for Lawrence Traylor, I prepared documents
such as deeds, deeds of trust,
power of attorney, wills and
other such documents that are
recorded in the circuit court.
My job at the Northern Neck
Regional Jail entailed bookkeeping and ﬁnance. I did

accounts payable and payroll,
entered and kept track of the
budget. I also maintained the
employees’ personnel ﬁles and
many other duties.
While Deputy Clerk, I
performed recordations and
learned the bookkeeping and
ﬁnance duties of the ofﬁce.
As Clerk, naturally I have

performed all of the duties of
Clerk and have received a very
rewarding audit report from the
auditor of public accounts and
additionally a letter of accomplishment from the ofﬁce of
the executive secretary of the
Supreme Court commending
me and my staff for rising to
the challenge and demands of

DOUGLAS: As Clerk
in the District Courts for 27
years, I have been responsible
for bookkeeping, recording

and reporting criminal dispo- accurate and timely manner. I
sitions, and budget prepara- am the kind of person whose
tion. My criminal dispositions
were always reported in an
CLERK, continued on page A8
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The Record posed the following questions to each candidate
in local contested races and limited the answers to 300 words.

Northumberland County Clerk of Circuit Court

2. What do you see as the three primary focus areas for Lancaster County Public Schools in the
1. The Clerk of Court is responsible for a great deal of bookkeeping, recordation, and ﬁnance.
upcoming year? Why, and what recommendations do you have for each focus area?
What experience and background do you have in bookkeeping and ﬁnance? In what ways have you
demonstrated the exhaustive attention to detail required?
(from the previous page)
in students (beginning in Kin- technology, but to marry these
FLEET: improved behavior dergarten) that learning is their tools with abstract thinking in (from the previous page)
always were. If there was done to correct it. I have also
this year. This improvement is job and is why they come to order to become able and efﬁDOUGLAS: bank state- a discrepancy, I needed to served as ﬁnance secretary
the result of new personnel at school. I will meet with teacher cient problem solvers. Problem ments have to be balanced to know what it was, how it hap- for Henderson United Meththe helm, higher expectations and guidance department repre- solving is what is required to be the penny and as Clerk, mine pened, and what needed to be odist Church.
from Day 1 and the imple- sentatives to address this issue, successful in life and is exactly
mentation of my new uniform the core of the problem.
what our new state testing
TOMLIN: I took one year employed by the courts. As a for Balanced Approach Data
policy. We still have a long way
Finally, I will continue to requires. Students often view of accounting as part of my member of the Northumber- Gathering Environment. This
to go. We need to ﬁnd better expand current technology technology skills as the solu- courses at Randolph-Macon land County Board of Super- requires the entry of data corways to get disruptive students programs and will couple this tion. Implementing curriculum College. I have been a church visors for 14 years, I have rectly and regularly. The adage
out of class, but not necessarily expansion with a new empha- that addresses the application treasurer. Both my account- dealt the county’s budgets and we have been told numerous
out of school. We also need to sis on encouraging students of technology is of equal impor- ing courses and being church reviewed the annual county times is that “if you didn’t
develop ways to instill the fact not to just master the tools of tance.
treasurer were done manually audits. As a juvenile probation put in, you didn’t do it.” To
prior to computer accounting ofﬁcer with the Department of ensure data has been entered, I
I also feel we need to programs that are currently Juvenile Justice, I have to input use manual checklists and the
SMITH: We have wit- with “SOLs” and “No Child
nessed tensions between our Left Behind,” but I believe we start planning immediately available, such as the Finan- data into our program called computer programs that track
school board and the board of have very bright students in for future facilities. Being a cial Management System BADGE.
BADGE stands data entry.
supervisors. This disconnect our schools who are capable local businessman, I know
has dramatically elevated of more than mediocre per- how our country is struggling
2. The Clerk of Court must work with the public, the court, and supervise staff. It requires a
within the past couple years. formance. I was fortunate to move out of the economic person with people skills. In what ways have you shown your people skills and management abiliWhen our two boards are at to have been part of hiring downturn. I also know that ties?
odds, our school division many of our teachers and I it is a “buyers market” when
suffers. I will work with my know without any doubt they purchasing land. We have a
ALLISON: In my current records. Unfortunately, this diligent effort to try and help
board, the new superinten- are the best in the state. With great opportunity before us to job as Administrative Assistant responsibility has fallen to every person that comes to
dent and the community to the right leader (superinten- build at least two new schools in the Northumberland County me, as Administrative Assis- our ofﬁce. I have also helped
develop a healthy relationship dent) I feel we can mesh our while bringing our schools to Commonwealth
Attorney’s tant in the Commonwealth to establish the good working
with the board of supervisors. students, teachers, support- a central location. The price Ofﬁce, I attend three differ- Attorney’s Ofﬁce, since 2003 relationship the ofﬁce has with
Transparency and responsible ing staff and administration of bonds is at an all-time low. ent courts. I am requested to when problems occurred with all of our local attorneys, court
budget management will be to create a school division I believe we are in an eco- keep track of dispositions in these orders. Although some personnel in every county on
the avenue we take in gaining that ranks at the top in the nomic period to build cost- each case for the appropriate improvement has occurred, I the Northern Neck, and local
the trust of our supervisors state. When our teachers are effective facilities to replace follow-up. In the Circuit Court, still make sure all orders are businesses. In addition, I work
with the many victims and witallowed to do their jobs with- our aging buildings. I have an Order must be prepared for prepared correctly.
and the community.
In my current job, I work nesses in our criminal cases if
Another top concern is out ridiculous demands from seen how upgraded facilities each time a defendant appears
the declining scores in our administration, they are usu- can bring a sense of pride to in the court. Normally, these with the public every day. they have questions regarding
school division. I know we ally happy and productive students, staff and commu- orders are prepared by the Clerk People come to the Common- their cases. Lastly, I help colnity.
have unrealistic expectations employees.
and reviewed by the Common- wealth Attorney’s Ofﬁce for lect restitution for our victims
wealth’s Attorney before entry. not just criminal matters but in criminal cases and prepare
WESTBROOK:
Focus pleted to provide that needed siderations of administrators’ This work requires attention with general questions about drafts of Show Causes if resdesires – will gain acceptance to detail to ensure the proper things that occur in their every- titution is not paid in a timely
Area One: The over-riding focus.
Focus Area Two: The school by the board of supervisors as disposition of criminal court day life. I have always made a fashion.
mission of the school board
must now be to assist each board should work with each money well-spent. To achieve
BINGHAM: I was a supervisor at the jail and have dealt with the public in many ways from
of our schools to attain full school’s staff, students and par- this acceptance, the school
accreditation. All of the ents, and all interested mem- board must take an early and my jobs to church, the Red Cross and other civic activities, and I now enjoy serving the public on
board’s endeavors must be bers of the public to develop a active part in the budget pro- a daily basis as Clerk.
aligned with this goal if our program wherein each school cess. Our priority must be to
DOUGLAS: When dealing supervised two to three people. basically mine. I received good
schools are to achieve suc- will develop a cadre of quali- concentrate on instruction:
cess. Interestingly, if this ﬁed adult mentors willing to let’s determine the optimum with the public and my Deputy I worked under the supervision performance evaluations from
board had not ignored its own volunteer their time to help any number of teachers we need Clerks, I tried to be patient, toler- of two judges; however, those the judges yearly. The same was
policy manual requirements, child who needs help. Success for each school and pay sala- ant and open-minded. I strive to judges served in four other true when I moved to Northumwe might not be in our pres- will depend upon the parents’ ries that encourage them to listen and be courteous to others. counties and were only in each berland County except I manent predicament. Its failure to “ownership” of the plan and, stay. Let’s allocate adequate I managed two separate courts in county one day per week so the aged only one court, one Deputy
develop a comprehensive plan, therefore, their active partici- money for required teachers’ Essex County for 23 years and management of those courts was Clerk and had one judge.
or to set goals for itself or for pation in the planning stage is professional development and
for needed classroom supplies.
TOMLIN: My jobs, paid personnel, social services, visors, we regularly deal with
the superintendent, resulted in crucial.
Focus Area Three: I truly And let’s fund interesting ﬁeld and volunteer, are people- mental health professionals the public on issues that are
a lack of clear direction and
no plan for improvement when believe that a thorough, trips for students but limit related jobs. As a juvenile and many others. As a former very important and personal
our trouble started. Although thoughtful, and serious budget administrative staff confer- probation ofﬁcer, I work with attorney, I practiced in all the to the citizens, from land
it is late in the game, these that puts our students’ educa- ences to those that ﬁt the cri- the public daily and the courts Courts of the Commonwealth issues to taxation. The board
regularly. I generally appear in of Virginia from the Vir- supervises and hires the key
requirements should be com- tional needs ﬁrst – before con- teria set by the board.
the Northumberland County ginia Supreme Court, Court members of the county staff.
3. Just prior to schools opening this year, there were more than 10 teacher openings left to ﬁll from Juvenile and Domestic Rela- of Appeals, Circuit Courts, Lastly, as an EMT with the
a very limited job pool. What processes and procedures would you introduce or oversee to make sure tions District Court weekly. General District Courts and Northumberland County VolThe public can vary from law Juvenile and Domestic Rela- unteer Rescue Squad, I deal
that Lancaster County Public Schools hires the best and the brightest early in the hiring process?
enforcement ofﬁcers, state tions District Courts. As a with people regularly and
and local, parents/guardians, member of the Northumber- many times under difﬁcult
FLEET: Having a number of ber of Commerce members to also recommend reducing the children of all ages, school land County Board of Super- circumstances.
teacher vacancies just prior to accompany our teams in an number of steps necessary to
school opening is not unusual. effort to help teacher candi- reach the top of the scale.
3. In addition to the qualiﬁcations you may have already mentioned, what makes you the person
Currently our county offers Northumberland County voters should elect to this position?
It happens routinely in almost dates become not only familiar
every school division in the with our schools but to also priority housing to educators.
state. There are many things give candidates the opportu- Working with local organizaALLISON: The citizens tution and court costs are held can be shared with other agenwe can do, however, to attract nity to understand the many tions and businesses to ﬁnd of Northumberland County accountable and have collected cies to make sure that the jail,
the best qualiﬁed instructors to beneﬁts of living in our beau- additional “perks” for educa- should elect me as Clerk of the extra money for the county and lawyers and judges know when
tiful and unique community. tors would be beneﬁcial in Circuit Court because of my commonwealth, and have cor- cases are to be heard.
Lancaster County.
If elected as your new Circuit
In early spring we will send Realizing that good school dis- our quest to hire (and retain) 17 years of experience in the rected many criminal records
a cadre of Lancaster adminis- tricts need both new and expe- highly qualiﬁed personnel.
court system and my diligence because dispositions were not Court Clerk, I will make every
In addition, we need to to making sure that things are properly recorded in the com- effort to ensure the Clerk’s
trators to universities and col- rienced teachers, we would
leges throughout Virginia and continue to advertise vacancies create a state of the art, well done right. Since being in the puter system in the Circuit Ofﬁce is a more friendly and
helpful place to the public,
neighboring states to recruit on teachvirginia.org, a state- organized program featuring Commonwealth
Attorney’s Court.
volunteers guided by teachers Ofﬁce, I have helped make
We subpoena witnesses to knowledgeable about the cases
the best candidates available. wide electronic job bank.
I would also do everything to help low-achieving students great improvements to the court, make sure prisoners are that come before it and helpful
As superintendent I included
some of my very best teach- in my power to improve our master and maintain speciﬁc criminal justice system in Nor- transported to court, and make to every person that comes to
ers in this interview process. I teacher salary schedule. When skills. The availability of this thumberland County. I have sure that criminal paperwork is the ofﬁce. Vote for change in
would suggest teacher partici- I was superintendent we had volunteer program would helped make sure defendants done properly. I prepare dock- 2013, vote Karen O. “Toni”
pation be reinstated. Teachers the highest teacher scale in the demonstrate the exceptional who have not paid their resti- ets for criminal cases so they Allison for Circuit Court Clerk.
talking to teachers can’t be Northern Neck. I’ll work with community support Lancaster
the board of supervisors to County citizens have for their
BINGHAM: I am the one and having the profes- Clerk since January. I have
beat.
I would also invite Cham- increase teacher pay and will children and for their schools. person that Northumberland sionalism and integrity that’s the training and experience
County voters should elect needed for such an impor- needed and I am performSMITH: The hiring pro- teachers, it is difﬁcult to look for our schools. When hiring because of my ability to tant job. I have five years ing the duties of the Clerk’s
cess is the most important role at their previous employment veteran teachers, it is crucial work with the public, will- experience in the office and office now and enjoy serving
of a school board member. I when they are just out of col- that we ask former schools ingness to be fair to every- have been actively serving as the public.
have always felt that at least lege. These are the teach- why the teacher left. We need
one board member should be ers that we should position to know as much about the
DOUGLAS: My work criminal justice agencies and ofﬁce a place where informapart of the teacher’s interview. with strong veteran teachers effectiveness of this teacher as experience has always required will continue to do so in the tion can and will be provided
As of now, the school board to mold and mentor. This is possible. We certainly do not accurate, timely and complete future. My desire is to use my to the public and other agenapproves based on the rec- the perfect opportunity for want to hire teachers that were reporting. These are skills that people skills, my work ethic and cies as required by law. I am not
ommendation of the admin- our division to mold effec- not productive in their former are imperative in the Circuit my knowledge of the Virginia party-afﬁliated because I feel
istration. When hiring new tive teachers that are the best schools.
Court Clerk’s ofﬁce. I have Judicial System to provide good this ofﬁce should be for all the
worked closely with many customer service and make the citizens of the county.
WESTBROOK: If we ing school staffing needs, for their dissatisfaction? I do
are going to achieve full advertising the positions not know any of the details
TOMLIN: If elected Clerk be made available would be would be done at the cost to
accreditation, we are going and recruiting personnel. of how we could be in this of the Court, I plan to modern- checked to make sure no social the party, not taxpayer dollars.
to need the right number of The superintendent then position, but you can bet the ize the ofﬁce and offer addi- security numbers are con- This offers a means to save
teachers and the best teach- makes recommendations for superintendent does and the tional services to the public tained in the documents. The money and time to the parties,
ers we can get! What pos- hiring to the school board. school board should!
current records in the ofﬁce if they desire it.
that may use the ofﬁce.
You ask what procedures I
Conﬁdentiality and protecsible reason can there be for The board should insist on
I would establish the abil- available to the public would
unfilled teaching positions being kept informed con- would introduce or oversee. ity of the public to access remain; no records would be tion of private information
this late in the game during cerning the manning status The proper procedures are land records from the com- removed. This would just be will be practiced consistent
of our schools and progress already in place but there has fort of their home or ofﬁce an additional method to view with the Code of Virginia.
this critical time?
The procedures for recruit- in recruitment. The board is been an obvious disconnect by using Secure Remote land records using the avail- Even though most of the
records in the Clerk’s Ofﬁce
ing and hiring are spelled out solely responsible for hiring regarding implementation. Access. By Secure Remote able technology.
Regardless of the reason for Access, a person could view
in the school board policy and firing.
I would establish the ability are open to the public, being
Were the positions adver- this unfortunate situation, I land records using the inter- of parties to ﬁle civil actions discreet will be exercised.
manual and are appropriate
Customer
service
will
and adequate if the super- tised early but we received would insist on the school net. This program would be and pleadings by e-Filing.
intendent and the school no applicants? Did teachers board closely overseeing paid for and maintained by This would allow parties to be a hallmark of the ofﬁce.
board fulfill their responsi- resign at the last minute? the staffing of our schools subscriber fees, not taxpayer ﬁle their papers from their Friendly, courteous service is
bilities. The superintendent If so, were any questions from now on to prevent a re- dollars. Prior to instituting home or ofﬁce without travel- what you, the public, expect
is responsible for determin- asked to learn the reasons occurrence.
this program, the records to ing to Heathsville. This again and deserve.

VOTE

for the candidate of your choice on Tuesday, November 5.

