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More than 50 boats were dredging at the Drumming Ground in the Rappahannock River off Carters 
Creek on the opening day of the public oyster season October 1. A number of oystermen caught their 
limit of 8 bushels per person (with a vessel limit of 24 bushels) within two hours, reported John Bull, 
public relations director for the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. Photo by Tom Chillemi

August for its beauty and to attract wildlife. The one-acre plot is about halfway between Kilmarnock and White Stone. Photo by Fred Gaskins

WEEMS—At 9 a.m. Tuesday morn-
ing, boats began lining up at W. E. 
Kellum Seafood Inc., an oyster pro-
cessing plant on Carters Creek. 

It was opening day of public oyster 
season in Virginia, and area water-
men were not wasting any time get-

ting a jump on the day and hauling up 
their limit of oysters from the public 
grounds in the Rappahannock River 
near the mouth of Carters Creek. 

“It’s going to be a decent season,” 
said Tommy Kellum, vice president 
at Kellum Seafood, one of the largest 
buyers of oysters on the bay. “We’re 
seeing no death rate in the oysters.”

Oyster death is indicated by an 
empty shell with a white center.

Kellum said he expected about 25 
oyster boats would pull up to the plant 
dock after working the historic Drum-
ming Ground in Area 4 of the Rappah-
annock River Rotation. Area 4 encom-
passes river bottom from the center of 
the Rappahannock to the Lancaster 

side of the river and from the Robert 
O. Norris Bridge to Towles Point, 
according to Kellum.

Hovering around the plant was a 
Virginia Marine Resources Commis-
sion (VMRC) boat. Kellum explained 
the marine police were making sure 

Seafood in Weems empties a 
bushel bucket of oysters from 
the boat of oysterman John 
Deihl. Opening day of public 
oyster season looked promising 
as oysters make a comeback in 
Virginia waters. Photo by Audrey 
Thomasson

‘Decent’ oyster season is predicted
by Audrey Thomasson

School superintendent Dr. Daniel 
Lukich is trying to sell the citizens 
of Lancaster a false bill of goods by 
blaming supervisors for the elimi-
nation of a school nursing position, 
some supervisors claimed at last 
week’s meeting. They said Lukich 
did the same thing last year when he 
eliminated the primary school music 
teacher position and again when he 
threatened layoffs in the maintenance 
department, always pointing at super-
visors as the culprits. 

The comments came during a dis-
cussion on whether the county should 
provide $65,000 in supplemental 
funding to hire a replacement nurse. 
A decision was postponed pending 
action by the school board.

It was clear from the opening com-
ments that some supervisors were 
livid over Lukich’s comments to 
school employees that the supervi-

sors’ budget cuts and allocation of 
the budget by category had tied his 
hands on replacing a nurse who quit 
last term, leaving the district with two 
nurses to cover three schools. 

“We need to write the strongest...
letter possible—short of being 
vulgar—from this body to the super-
intendent,” said District 5 supervisor 
Wally Beauchamp.

“The letter needs to go to the chair-
man and school board—not the hired 
gun,” said District 1 supervisor and 
chairman Butch Jenkins. 

During the lengthy discussion, 
District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows 
explained that decisions on how the 
school budget is spent are made by 
the school board and not supervisors.

Bellows, who is a Lancaster High 
School science teacher, came under 
fire by school nurse Jane Vogel, who 
made a plea during the public com-
ments section for the county to pro-
vide funding for a third school nurse.

“We’re not doing as we should do,” 
Vogel said. “We’ve been told that 
you’ve set a limit and Dr. Lukich said 
you were responsible...Did you know 
you were cutting out a nurse?” Vogel 
asked.

“That was the decision of the 
(school) administration to take it out 
of the medical staff because it was 
easy,” responded Jenkins.

“Do you have any way to change 
(Lukich’s) mind? I cannot sway him,” 
said a tearful Vogel. “I am overworked 
and underpaid. Something has to give. 
I hate to see it happen. Mr. Bellows, I 
will not be voting for you even if you 
said he’s a blowhard. This is not good, 
sound care for the children.”

“The school board makes the deci-
sion,” replied Beauchamp.

Currently, there are two full-time 
registered nurses (RNs). In addition, 
a teacher’s aid who also happens to 

Supervisors deny responsibility for
elimination of school nurse funding

HEATHSVILLE—A man with 
a history of mental illness was vol-
untarily escorted away from Nor-
thumberland Elementary School 
Wednesday, September 25, accord-
ing to Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins.

Sheriff Wilkins said the man had 
been attempting to apply for jobs 
with Lancaster and Northumber-
land schools online and decided 
to come to Northumberland Ele-
mentary in person. NES principal 
Arnette Butler met the man in the 
parking lot and brought him into 
the school office area to talk to 
him. The man never passed through 
the doors from the office into the 
school hallways.

“He was seeking a job, and he 
was there to tell her [Butler] he 

wanted to volunteer and help in 
the library,” said assistant school 
superintendent Dale Wittler.

“In speaking with him outside, 
she determined that there was 
something wrong with him, and 
she wanted to get him off campus 
as soon as possible,” Wittler said.

At 8:38 a.m., the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office received 
a call about the man, according to 
Wilkins. A deputy happened to be 
driving by the school and arrived 
within minutes. The man was taken 
voluntarily to the sheriff ’s office, 
where evaluators from the Middle 
Peninsula-Northern Neck Commu-
nity Services Board were contacted 
to determine whether he needed to 
be hospitalized. After evaluation 
and several hours of attempting to 

Mentally ill man 
escorted from NES

by Renss Greene

NES, continued on page A2

Lancaster schools returned to the 
county over $235,000 in excess budget 
funds from the fiscal year that ended 
June 30, 2013. However, the Rap-
pahannock Record obtained a copy 
of a recent report to the chairman of 
the board of supervisors from county 
financial consultant Jack Larson that 
supports his previous claims that the 
budget excess was actually closer to 
$900,000.

Last June, Larson estimated the 
school district could have as much 
as $940,000 remaining in its coffers 
at the close of the year. At the same 
time, school finance director Sue Salg 
said the schools would return to the 
county only $150,000 in surplus funds 
because some funds would overlap 
into the next fiscal year.

Larson’s September 17 report states 
that during the month of June, Lan-
caster schools expended $900,000, 
over three times the average month’s 
spending on non labor/benefit 
expenses. 

“The conclusion that most of the 
goods and services purchased would 
be used in FY 2014 and therefore 
offset FY 2014 funds appropriated is 
inescapable.” 

Larson reports 
on year-end 
school spending

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

LARSON, continued on page A2

NURSE, continued on page A2

OYSTERS, continued on page A2
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WHITE STONE—Riders 
from across the country arrived 
at Windmill Point for the 2013 
Northern Neck River Ride Sat-
urday, September 28.

Cindi Huey, executive direc-
tor of the Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber, which organized the 
event, estimated 220 people 
showed up to ride. Huey said 
things went smoothly.

“The only thing anyone 
really said was ‘Wow, it’s 
windy,’” Huey said.

The day was overcast, cool, 

220 participate in 2013 River Ride
River Ride from Windmill Point Marina on their three-seat tandem bicycle.

Deputy town manager Susan Cockrell (right) explains 
the available routes to riders at check-in.

Lancaster school board 
member Donald McCann 
sets off from Windmill 

by Renss Greene and windy, but there was no 
rain and no major incidents 
with riders.

“One of the things they said 
was they were really apprecia-
tive of the public’s courtesy, 
that no one tried to run them 
off the road,” Huey said.

The ride had several avail-

able routes, ranging from a 
15-mile family route to White 
Stone and back, to the ‘English 
Century’ route which wound 
over 100 miles of roads and 
as far north as Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern in Heaths-
ville.

Larson referred to the Vir-
ginia Department of Education 
Superintendent’s 2012 Annual 
Report,  which shows there are 
144 public school systems in 
the state, however “...only 16 
provided more total funding per 
pupil than Lancaster County.” 
He predicted the statistic would 
not change much for FY 2013 
and FY 2014.

He debunked school admin-
istration claims that they have 
greater costs due to a higher 
than average poverty level. 
Using statistics obtained from 
the 2010 U.S. Census report, 
Larson showed Lancaster and 
Northumberland as having 
about the same population with 
10.8% living below the poverty 
level while the state average was 
only slightly better at 10.7%. 

“The Superintendent’s 
Annual Report also shows that 
only 55 of the 144 schools 
received less in federal funding 
on a per pupil basis than Lan-
caster County, leading to the 
question as to ‘why’ if we are 
at least as needy as other school 

systems,” he wrote.
Considering Lancaster 

schools are in the state’s top 
10-12% in funding and in the 
bottom 5-10% in performance, 
based on Standards of Learning 
(SOL) tests which resulted in 
an “Accredited with Warning,” 
Larson maintained the county 
“has one of the most inefficient 
and ineffective school systems 
in the Commonwealth.”

Larson noted that the issue of 
a third nurse is a problem of the 
school board’s making. “They 
had several alternatives in cut-
ting administrative positions 
that would not have generated 
the concern...that failing to fund 
the nurse position has.”

He said Lukich and the 
school board continually fail to 
make cuts on the basis of pri-
orities, but choose instead to cut 
those areas that will create the 
most public demand for restor-
ing funds. 

“The problems that exist 
in Lancaster County schools 
must be solved with the school 
system itself and do not relate to 

be a licensed practical nurse 
(LPN) is spending most of her 
time fulfilling nursing duties. 
The nurses’ schedule shows 
all three crisscrossing paths 
between the three schools, cre-
ating gaps in coverage which 
are covered by school staffers. 

“I spent a good deal of my 
life scheduling people. I can’t 
understand why they have 
these people running back and 
forth,” said Jenkins.

“The school board is crazy—
this is setting them up for a 
lawsuit...Why come up with 
the very complicated, convo-
luted schedule when they have 
three people?” asked Bellows. 
“Keep one at each school and 
call it a day.”

As a result of the schedule, 
students’ medications have 
been overlooked.

Beauchamp said one mother 
contacted him about her child 
missing his medication on four 
separate days. “That’s some-
thing we cannot tolerate,” he 
said.

District 2 supervisor Ernest 
W. Palin Jr., who is principal 
at Lancaster Primary School, 
said that situation happened 
at his school and that he had 
already resolved the prob-
lem before the parent notified 
supervisors.

The parent maintains the 
problem was not resolved 
because when she called to 
check the situation the fol-
lowing day, she discovered 
her child had again failed to 
receive medication. 

Beauchamp said the super-
intendent had ample time to 
replace the full-time nurse 
after she announced her retire-
ment last term, but instead 
decided to use it against 
supervisors.

He said the school board 

adopted the budget as it was 
presented by the superinten-
dent. “The school board has 
not come to us and asked for 
money. They plan to remedy 
it without extra money...in 
the next couple of weeks,” he 
added. “I want to wait and see 
what the school board does. 
We shouldn’t do anything until 
we know what they’re going to 
do,” he said.

“Mrs. Vogel is looking 
for some help,” said District 
4 supervisor William Lee. 
“She’s asking what can we do 
to put pressure on (Lukich). 
Waiting bothers me. They 
didn’t do what they were sup-
posed to do,” Lee added. 

“For the benefit of the safety 
and welfare of our schools...
let’s put all this behind us,” 
said Palin.

“Yes, but we also have a 
responsibility to the taxpay-
ers,” added Jenkins. 

Palin said he was not acting 
as a school principal but as a 
supervisor in making a motion 
to allocate the funding from 
$235,000 left over from the 
fiscal year 2012-13 school 
budget.

“At the last meeting, we 
were supposed to find out if 
the schools have the funds” in 
this year’s administration cat-
egory of the budget, said Lee.

County administrator Frank 
Pleva said he couldn’t tell if 
the schools would have money 
remaining just two months 
into the budget year.

By consensus, supervisors 
agreed to discuss the issue 
next month after school board 
members reviewed the situa-
tion. Palin agreed to table his 
motion.

School board members were 
scheduled to discuss the issue 
yesterday.

Nurse
continued from page A1

Larson
continued from page A1

the oystermen turned in no 
more than their daily limit of 
8-bushels per licensed man and 
a maximum of 24 bushels per 
boat. 

According to VMRC, Vir-
ginia’s oyster harvest increased 
from 23,000 bushels in 2001 
with a dockside value of 
$575,000 to an estimated 
250,000 bushels in 2012. This 
year, officials are estimating the 

harvest will top 320,000 bush-
els with a value of some $8.26 
million, which would be the 
largest harvest since 1987.

With the increase in 
the population of Virginia 
oysters,VMRC is monitoring 
from land, air and water to make 
sure there is no poaching.

Poaching includes taking 
more than the daily 8-bushel 
limit, taking oysters from con-
demned waters, oyster sanctu-
aries and private grounds that 
oyster farmers lease from the 
state, or harvesting at night, 
which is prohibited for the 
watermen’s safety and to aid 
enforcement.

“Outlaws are the minority,” 
Kellum said. “Most oystermen 
do a very good job. That’s how 
they make their limit. It’s a plea-
sure to work with them. With-
out them, we wouldn’t be here.” 

place the man, he was taken 
into treatment.

“He has a history of mental 
illness,” said Wilkins. “We’ve 
dealt with him on several other 
occasions.”

Wilkins spoke with the NES 
staff who had dealt with the 
man. “They both told me that 
neither one of them were ever 
afraid, but they were concerned 
because they could tell he just 

was not in touch with reality,” 
Wilkins said.

“He evidently had gone out 
fishing that morning and had 
missed his morning meds,” 
said Wilkins.

NES incident quickly resolved
continued from page A2

Oysters
continued from page A1



Museum Shop
 SALE

40% off 
all merchandise in October

(Except books and already reduced items)
We are clearing our shelves for exciting new items.

Steamboat Era Museum
156 King Carter Drive Irvington,Virginia 22480
Thursday-Saturday 10am-4pm | 804.438.6888

MasterCard | Visa | Check | Cash

Bring this ad with you and receive an extra 10% off your purchase

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
&

Take quality consignments

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Reservations accepted
572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578

www.bentleysgrille.com

“The Best Kept Secret 
in the Northern Neck!”

New Fall and Winter Hours
Serving Dinner daily at 4:30 p.m.

Closed Wednesdays

Plan your holiday parties, rehearsal 
dinners, luncheons, and casual events. 

Available for lunch or dinner.

Closed this Friday, Oct. 4 for 
a rehearsal dinner

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County 

Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported the arrest of 
seven individuals.

Felonies
Erica S. Wiggins, 28, of 

Merry Point Road was charged 
September 24 with threat to 
burn  a building (felony) and 
misdemeanor domestic assault 
and battery.

Calvin J. Hines, 39, of Lan-
caster was charged Septem-
ber 29 with counts of forgery/
uttering and one count of grand 
larceny.

Misdemeanors
A 34-year-old Lancaster 

Creek Drive woman was 
charged September 23 with 
issuing a bad check.

A 47-year-old Newport 
News man was charged Sep-
tember 24 with brandishing a 
firearm and domestic assault 
and battery.

A 63-year-old Merry Point 
Road woman and a Buzzards 
Neck Road woman were each 
charged September 25 with 
contempt of court.

A 65-year-old River Road 
man was charged September 
26 with domestic assault and 
battery.

A 19-year-old Essex County 
woman was charged Septem-
ber 28 with trespass in the 
Weems area.

Activity reports
Staff 

checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed); 
responded to a disturbance call 
on Regina Road, and received 
a walk-in complaint of an 
assault.

September 24: Staff 
responded to an E911 discon-
nect call on Hunton Lane (no 
emergency services needed); 
responded to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint on Mosquito 
Point Road (parked vehicle; 
subject was working nearby); 
responded to a suspicious vehi-
cle complaint on Golf Course 
Drive; received a motorist’s 
report of a minor traffic crash 
that occurred approximately 
four hours earlier (drivers 
exchanged information), and 
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance on Wilson Lane.

September 25: Staff 
responded with EMS to a 
medical emergency on Clover 
Lane, and responded to an 
E911 disconnect call on Twin 
Branch Road (child playing on 
the phone).

September 26: Staff 
responded to Gaskins Road 
on a report of several persons 
with guns attempting to enter a 
home/locate a person (subjects 
were intercepted; no weapons 
found; trespass warrant issued 
for an Essex County resident); 
responded to a burglary in the 
2500 block of Merry Point 
Road (no losses reported); 
responded with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department 
(KPD) to a disorderly conduct 
call on Harris Road; received a 
report of the theft of prescrip-
tion medication from a Weems 
area resident; received a walk-
in report of an assault (arrest 
reported above); received a 
burglary report from a Weems 
Road resident (gold chain with 
heart pendant with diamonds, 
gold chain with gold cross, 1 
white gold earring with dia-
monds, second single gold 
earring with diamonds, gold 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers is looking for informa-
tion about stolen property.

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff ‘s Office took a report on 
September 29 about a main-
tenance  shed that was broken 
into at the Tides Inn, 480 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington.  Stolen 
from the shed was a Stihl back 
pack blower, Echo edger, Echo 
weed eater, and a  sandtrap 
edger (red in color).

You are asked to call Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers 
(46-CRIME), 462-7463, if you 
have information about the 
stolen property or are aware of 
someone suspicious that was 
hanging around the mainte-
nance shed.

You will not have to give 
your name or appear in court. 
The calls are not recorded on 
this phone line.

If your information is useful 
to law enforcement, you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000.

CRIME
SOLVERS

Memorial sign installed
On Sunday, September 22, a memorial sign to honor 

of duty June 4, 2009. From left are his sisters, Amanda 
Carr Barrett and Stephanie Carr, and his parents, Bob 
and Cathi Carr of Ditchley.

bracelet with diamonds, plastic 
jug and glass vase containing 
large amount of loose change; 
$5,000 loss); responded with 
KPD and Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a juvenile run-
away incident on Cedar Lane 
(14-year-old located approxi-
mately 45 minutes after first 
report was made; child was not 
injured).

September 27: Staff 
responded to a motorist’s com-
plaint of heavy debris interfer-
ing with traffic on the Norris 
bridge; responded to a larceny 
complaint on Regina Road (no 
criminal incident; no prop-
erty missing); responded to an 
abandoned vehicle complaint 
on Devils Bottom Road (vehi-
cle stored at Davis Auto); noti-
fied the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) of a 
large animal carcass interfering 
with traffic on White Chapel 
Road; received an assault com-
plaint (warrant issued on Sep-
tember 28); responded to a lar-
ceny complaint on Pembroke 
Lane (complainant reported 
persons in the water at his boat 
and that subjects left by boat); 
responded to a fight call in 
the 13000 block of Mary Ball 
Road (assault warrant issued), 
and responded with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance on Fox 
Hill Drive.

September 28: Staff 
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance on Wilson Lane; 
responded with VSP to a sin-
gle-car traffic crash in the 1900 
block of White Chapel Road; 
responded with VSP and KPD 
to a fight call at School and N. 
Main streets; responded to a 
fight call on Twin Branch Road; 
received a citizen’s report of 
seeing a black bear in the 3300 
block of Lara Road; received a 
motorist’s report of a vehicle 
traveling on the wrong side of 
the four lane highway in the 
area of Mary Ball and Harris 
roads (driver was intercepted 
by KPD), and responded with 
KPD to a drunk and disorderly 
conduct call on N. Main Street. 

September 29: Staff 
destroyed an injured game 
animal in the 6000 block of 
Windmill Point Road; dis-
covered an unsecured com-
mercial building on Irvington 
Road while conducting routine 
late night business checks (no 
criminal incident); responded 
to a noise violation complaint 
on Nugent Lane; responded 
to a parked/suspicious vehi-
cle complaint on Lumberlost 
Road; responded to a personal 
alarm notification on Boles 
Avenue (WSVFD dispatched 
to assist resident with a water 
leak); received a larceny report 
from King Carter Drive (Stihl 
backpack leaf blower model 
BR-600, Echo edger model 
BRD-280, Echo weed trimmer 
model SRM-265T, Sandtrap 
edger red in color; $2,030 
loss); received notification of 
a social media post wherein 
the subject made a comment 
about harming members of 
the Lancaster school board; 
responded to a shots fired 
complaint in the area of Gran-
ville Bay Road; responded to 
a noise violation complaint in 
the 18600 block of Mary Ball 
Road; responded to an aban-
doned vehicle complaint on 
Rappahannock Drive (owner 
was located and removed the 
vehicle); responded to a pos-
sible attempted burglary on 
Buzzards Neck Road, and 
responded to a fight call on 
Merry Point Road.

 Staff dis-
covered an unsecured business 
in the Kilmarnock area while 
conducting routine late night 
building checks (no criminal 
incident), and received a walk-
in report of a larceny (gold and 
diamond ring; $5,000 loss)

The sheriff ’s staff also con-
ducted 13 traffic stops during 
the week, issued four sum-
monses, assisted six motor-
ists, received four deer strike 
reports, provided traffic control 
five times, responded to three 
building alarms, processed 
one mental health order, trans-
ported three prisoners, and 
fielded three calls for animal 
control services.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volun-

teer Fire Department responded 
to traffic crashes in the 7600 
block of Courthouse Road 
and the 1900 block of White 
Chapel Road. Upper Lancaster 

and the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a camper fire in the 3100 block 
of White Chapel Road.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
the reflare of a controlled burn 
on Snug Harbor Drive and a 
brush fire on Pine Circle.

County Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins reported six arrests 
last week.

Felonies
Richard G. Harrold, 65, 

of Heathsville was charged 
September 23 with malicious 
wounding.

Robert Gene King, 44, of 
Callao was charged with felony 
assault and battery.

Roland F. Murphy, 48, and 
Kathryn Louise Sherwood, 
54, both of Heathsville, each 
were charged September 26 on 
direct indictments from Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court with distribution of syn-
thetic cannabinoids (Spice), 
possession with intent to dis-
tribute synthetic cannabinoids 
(Spice) and conspiracy to dis-
tribute synthetic cannabinoids 
(Spice).

Misdemeanors
A South Riding woman, 

39, was charged September 
18 with failing to sterilize an 
animal. The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office served the 
summons.

A Reedville man, 34, was 
charged September 29 with 
failing to appear in the King 
and Queen General District 
Court. He was arrested by the 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff ’s Office.

WINDMILL POINT—Area 
first responders will hold a 
mass casualty drill at 10 a.m. 
Sunday, October 6, at West-
land Beach. 

Volunteer rescue squads 
and fire departments from 
Kilmarnock, upper Lancaster 
and Northumberland, marine 
police and other rescue agen-
cies will put their skills to the 
test by participating in rescue 
techniques and treating vic-
tims of a mock boating acci-
dent.

The drill is part of an ongo-
ing educational program for 
first responders involving 
potential real life events in our 
area.

Mass casualty 
drill due Sunday 
for first responders

GOT THE  I TC H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com
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presents
“Becky’s New Car” 

By Steven Dietz
Directed by Randal Tyler

Performance Added
October 10-12 & 17 & 26 – Evenings
7:00 p.m. Social Hour – 8:00 p.m. Curtain 

$20 for Adults
Complimentary Snacks – Cash Bar

Call 435-3776
Pay online - lancasterplayers.org

beautiful crafts and produce on the Irvington Commons. Enjoy live music from the gazebo and great 
food, 9am -1pm. See live alpacas and shop local.  Dogs and their well-trained humans are always welcome.

Visit The Irvington Farmers Market 
Featuring local authors and book signings, October 5th.

Brought to you by the Village Improvement Association

Copyright @Cook Advertising 2013

Haynesville program prepares dorm full
of veterans for successful return to society

Anton Daniel J. Terrell George Trenton D. Kerns Donald Allen Young

by Renss Greene

HAYNESVILLE—As I’m 
walking through security at 
Haynesville Correctional 
Center, I ask assistant warden 
Dr. Patrick Gurney about the 
appropriate language. I’m not 
sure how to refer to the people 
held at Haynesville: Inmates? 
Prisoners?

He tells me that the word 
officially encouraged by the 
Virginia Department of Cor-
rections is “offender,” but 
that he generally calls people 
by their first and last names. 
He says it encourages mutual 
respect.

And in Haynesville’s Veter-
ans Expecting To Transition 
Successfully (VETS) program, 
respect is the most important 
part.

The VETS program is a two-
year reentry program for veter-
ans who received an honorable 
discharge, a general discharge, 
or who were categorized “other 
than honorable discharge” 
from the U.S. military. That 
basically means veterans who 
did not receive a dishonorable 
discharge. 

All offenders must go 
through a six-month reen-
try program prior to leaving 
Haynesville, but veterans may 
volunteer for this two-year pro-
gram instead.

The program had its offi-
cial opening in November 
of 2012, but in fact has been 
going on since June 1 of that 
year. It consists of four phases, 
all designed to help veterans 
prepare for rejoining life in 
the outside world in what the 
Department of Corrections 
calls a “cognitive community.” 
Offenders relearn how to live 
in normal society, how to cope 
with its difficulties, how to 
succeed and be self-dependent, 
and what kinds of benefits are 
available to them.

Veterans in the program live 
and sleep in a particular area, 
one side of one of six dorms at 
Haynesville. Anton Daniel, the 
unit manager for three dorms 
including this one, says the vet 
dorm stands out.

“It’s the quietest dorm,” 
Daniel tells me. “I mean, every 
place has issues, but they have 
come to work it out between 
themselves sometimes, and 
when they can’t, they bring in 
the staff. They have the least 
institutional infractions.” 

He says the population in 
this dorm is also older than the 
other dorms; every person in 
this dorm is, of course, at least 
old enough to have completed 
one term of service in the mili-
tary.

Upon entering the vet dorm, 
I’m introduced to three people 

who are participating in the 
VETS program, and who are 
apparently eager to tell me 
about VETS. They don’t want 
to tell me exactly what offense 
brought them to prison, but 
they all tell me it’s their first 
time in prison and they all have 
plans for when they get out. Dr. 
Gurney tells me that Haynes-
ville has a 0% recidivism rate 
so far.

One is Donald Allen Young, 
a Navy veteran who served as 
a signalman aboard the com-
mand ship USS Mt. Whitney 
during Desert storm. He fre-
quently interjects in our group 
conversation with wry obser-
vational humor, and crosses 
optimism with cynical wit. 
Upon leaving the military, he 
said he “Got out, milled around 
for a while, got in a motorcycle 
wreck, wound up picking some 
old habits back up.”

“If I got out right now, my 
plans would be I’m probably 
going to drive a truck for about 
a year. Long haul,” Young tells 
me. “And that should allow me 
the finances to get back on my 
feet, and a chance to figure out 
what I want to do, what I want 
to get my bachelor’s in.” 

In fact, while in prison, he 
has recently earned his gen-
eral studies associate’s degree 
at Rappahannock Community 
College.

Another is Trenton D. Kerns, 
a 10-year Air Force veteran 
who worked in the Air Force’s 
intelligence department. He is 
in turns tranquil and effusive 
as he leads me on a tour of the 
vet dorm, and puts me in mind 
of a pastor or teacher. He’s not 
a very large man, but he has a 
very large presence. The struc-
ture of VETS involves offend-
ers organizing themselves, and 
Kerns is in fact senior coordi-
nator of the program.

“I had a great military 
career,” Kerns tells me. “Desert 
Shield, Desert Storm. Was over 
there when the war first started, 
was on the flight lines when 
we first dropped the bombs on 
them. After the war, I got out. I 
promised myself that if I make 
it out alive, after SCUD mis-
siles going over your head, and 
going through the things that 
went on over there, if I make 
it back alive I promised myself 
I’d get out of the military. And 
that’s what I did.”

His wife was still in the mili-
tary, and their military careers 
had kept them apart, so he gave 
up the career so that she could 
stay in. He has three daughters, 
who he says have been straight-
A students throughout school. 
And he doesn’t really plan to 
steer clear of prison once he’s 
released from Haynesville.

“My goal is to one day come 
back into the prison system, 
not as a prisoner, but as a 
counselor, as an advisor, as 
someone who can help these 
gentlemen,” Kerns said. In the 
meantime, he has plans to open 
a limousine company upon 
his release, and says that with 
his wife’s help he has found a 
backer for this while in prison.

Also in the group is J. Terrell 
George, a hulking man who 
tells me he was a search-and-
rescue swimmer with the Navy, 
in addition to directing aircraft 
when on land. He comes across 
as self-possessed and self-con-
fident, in spite of or perhaps 
because of his circumstances. 
You’d never guess it to look 
at him or talk to him, but he’s 
a disabled veteran. An injury 
resulted in reconstructive sur-
gery on his feet. He tells me 
he has 60 more days and he’s 
out. He plans to be very busy 
once he leaves: He will rejoin 
his wife and two boys, pick 

up the real estate business in 
which he worked before going 
to prison, and hopes to open his 
own business as well.

“In here I went to school 
and got my barber’s license, 
so I feel like I have more of 
an edge,” George tells me. 
“I don’t have to resort to the 
streets no more. I have more 
of an edge where I can control 
my income, I can control my 
time and my destiny and what 
I really want to do now.”

“I didn’t know, until this pro-
gram, how many veterans out 
there really struggle because 
they don’t have the informa-
tion that we have, and by me 
obtaining that information, I 
can go out there and maybe be 
a volunteer for the DAV, and 
get positive information out. 
Because it’s a lot of vets that’s 
on the street homeless, don’t 
even realize the benefits that 
they do have.”

Then George tells me a sur-
prising thing: he wishes there 
was a program like VETS out-
side of prison.

“If we had this type of pro-
gram coming out of the mili-
tary, a lot of people wouldn’t 
be in here, because we’ve got 
a lot of good information in 
here,” George says. “It’s too 
bad we had to come to prison 
to get this program to show us 
the positive way that we can 
use our benefits as veterans.”

Sitting around a table in the 
dorm as other members of the 
program go about their daily 
lives around us, I ask the men 
how they wound up in the 
VETS program. Kerns speaks 
up first and tells me that he saw 
a flyer while at Green Rock 

Correctional Center in Cha-
tham.

“I didn’t even give the guys 
a chance to look at the thing, 
I think I took it off the board,” 
Kerns says. “I said hey, I’ve 

gotta have this. You know, mili-
tary, what’s inside of me, it’s a 
brotherhood that we carry all 
the time.”

That sense of brotherhood 
and mutual respect is a central 
theme of our conversation.

“In the military, there’s a 
certain code, that you take care 
of the guy next to you, even if 
you don’t like him,” Young tells 
me. “You could hate his guts, 
and he’ll still take care of you.” 
And that is reflected in the 
environment of the vet dorm.

“The atmosphere itself is 
totally different than the rest 
of the prison, because we can 
relate to each other by being 

All offenders must go through a six-month 
reentry program prior to leaving Haynes-
ville, but veterans may volunteer for this 
two-year program instead.

VETS, continued on page A5
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Oakwood Homes of Tappahannock
Hwy #17 South
Tappahannock, VA 22560

Ask about a 
Housewarming Gift* 

From Miss Kay!  
At participating retailers

while supplies last

K I T C H E N
Miss Kay’s
C O L L E C T I O N

*Only available at participating Clayton Homes retailers, and only applies to the purchase of a new home with a purchase agreement completed October 5, 2013 through October 7, 2013. Recipients will receive from the retailer  a Miss Kay’s Kitchen Collection set, retail 

value $400, while supplies last. Only available at the retailer where the new home was purchased.  Allow 4-6 weeks after purchase is completed and all conditions of the sale satisfied to receive the Kitchen Collection set.  This offer not available with USDA/FHA/VA financing. 

www.oakwoodhomestappahannock.com
N

Stop by today to learn more about the 1st Home in the New 

October 4TH, 5TH  & 7TH

LIMITED EDITION

Call Ahead to Schedule 804-443-5392

*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions.  Special financing offers and trade-in allowance from $100 up 
to $1,000 valid on qualifying systems only.  All sales must be to homeowners in the United States.  Void where prohibited.

IT’S HARD TO STOP A TRANE. REALLY HARD.804-435-5726

Don’t get left behind in the cold.

Offer only lasts through November 15th.

Unlike a Trane, the savings won’t last long.

Up to a

$1,000 Trade-in Allowance*

EVERY TRANE ENDURES TOUGH TESTS
FOR RELIABILITY… AND AFFORDABILITY.

It’s tough to find a fall value more unstoppable. 

Trade-up to Trane, the number one name in reliability. 

September 16 through November 15, 2013, get 

renowned Trane efficiency at the best value ever. 

Plus, a trade-in cash allowance up to $1,000 on 

qualifying Trane heating and cooling systems*.

Call today and enjoy the colors of  fall.

And save green.

veterans,” George says. “And 
it’s kind of in-house. We look 
out for each other. We might 
have a conflict with each other 
every now and then, but that’s 
just for us, it’s like we’re all 
brothers brought up in the 
same household.” 

“A general population dorm 
is going to be a bit chaotic,” 
Young tells me. “You would 
lack the ability to be able to 
focus on personal develop-
ment. You can, and I’ve done it 
before, but it just doesn’t pro-
vide a proper environment for 
it.”

The men admit to me that 
they seldom lock their lockers, 
which is something they would 
never have dared to do in other 
dorms.

“I don’t even know my com-
bination to my locks in here,” 
George continues. “I mean, it’s 
not going to happen. We look 
out for each other. If somebody 
needs something, we’re there. 
Nobody goes without in here if 
we can help it.”

Although the concept 
evolved elsewhere, the VETS 
program is unit manager Dan-
iel’s brainchild, and the first 
such program in the state. 
Other prisons are now moving 
to imitate Daniel’s program.

“He has a lot on his shoul-
ders. He will take our weight 
and put it on his shoulders, 
and make things go through,” 
George tells me.

The men credit a sense of 
structure from the military 
with helping them form a rel-
atively peaceful and orderly 
community within the prison. 

The day begins with a 7:15 
a.m. briefing, during which 
vets talk about the day ahead, 
compliment one another with 
what they call “push-ups,” and 
express concerns with “pull-
ups.” They go about their daily 
routines, exercising, eating, 
and working jobs around the 
prison. At 3:30 p.m., they have 
an afternoon debriefing similar 
to the morning briefing.

Since everyone in the dorm 
has been in the military, and 
many of them have had jobs 
outside of the military, there is 
also a lot of know-how going 
around in the dorm.

“Knowledge is key,” Kerns 
tells me. “That’s one thing 
about being a veteran. The 
majority of them are willing 
to learn, have learned, and 
will always continue to learn.” 
He tells me that there are a lot 

of offender-led seminars in 
the dorm, as vets share their 
knowledge and experience 
among each other.

“My wife had a problem 
with the computer at home, 
and she was talking to me on 
the phone about it,” George 
recounts. “And instead of 
going to an IT tech, it was a 
dude in here that was an IT 
tech, and he got on the phone 
and told her exactly what it 
was, and got it fixed.”

“My goal is to help every 
person that I can,” Kerns tells 
me, speaking about becom-
ing the senior coordinator for 
VETS. “They say you can’t 
help everyone, but I don’t 
believe that. I believe that 
you can help everybody who 
wants to be helped. And if they 
don’t want to be helped, I still 
encourage them.”

As I prepare to leave this 
microcosm of a society inside 
the Haynesville Correctional 
Center, the men leave me with 
a perspective from the people 
who can’t.

“Just because someone is 
in prison, understand that...at 
any time, that could be you, it 
could be your brother, it could 
be your husband, it could be 
your son,” Kerns tells me. “At 
any time, one mistake, whether 
it’s yours or not, can cause 
you to be in this situation. So, 
when a person comes out of 
prison, don’t look at them as if 
‘Oh, what did he do,’ or ‘What 
did they do.’ Look at them as 
someone who may have been 
lost, but now they’ve found 
their way, and help them.”

“Had I gone home right after 
I left the military, I would have 
been a third generation correc-
tions officer, no doubt,” Young 
said “That’s what my family 
did. I used to think that I knew 
what a prison was. Most folks 
don’t have perspective. They 
watch Law & Order, they 
watch a lot of these shows, 
and they watch, you know, 
even Lock Up, and they get 
to see the worst of the worst, 
and they don’t understand 
that most people in prison are 
really decent people.”

“In the military, 
there’s a certain code, 
that you take care of 
the guy next to you, 
even if you don’t like 
him,” Young tells me. 
“You could hate his 
guts, and he’ll still 
take care of you.” And 
that is reflected in the 
environment of the 
vet dorm.

VETS program at Haynesville
continued from page A4

Before joining the VETS 
program, Donald Young was 
involved in Project Joy, a pro-
gram of the Veterans Outreach 
Group of Haynesville Correc-
tional Center.

Project Joy, which started in 
1993, has two missions. The 
first is to assist a local family, 
which is honored at a dinner 
and program held within 
Haynesville. The family is pre-
sented household items, toys, 
gift certificates, and an Ameri-
can flag.

The second part of Project 
Joy is a Child Literacy Pro-
gram. Books and treats are 

given to children who come to 
Haynesville to visit offenders. 

In a press release, the Vet-
erans Outreach Group states 
it “is convinced that literacy 
is a key factor in the develop-
ment of self-esteem. It leads 
to healthy, happy, and produc-
tive citizens and what better 
place than to start than with 
our youth.” Project Joy collects 
K-12 children’s books to hand 
out.

Anyone can contribute 
funds, gifts, or books to Proj-
ect Joy by contacting the proj-
ect coordinator, Edie Hudgins, 
P.O. Box 129, Haynesville, VA 
22472 or via email at Edith.
Hudgins@vadoc.virginia.gov.

Veterans also support Project Joy
by Renss Greene

Deputy Commissioner honored
Marlon Sanders Savoy (left) was honored last week 
by Lancaster supervisors for earning a Master Deputy 
Commissioner of the Revenue title through the 
University of Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Center for 
Public Service and School of Continuing and Professional 
Studies. Presenting the honor were Commissioner of the 
Revenue Sonny Thomas (center) and chairman of the 
board of supervisors Butch Jenkins. Thomas said Savoy, 

county employee who was able to complete the three-
year course while working full time and taking care of 
her family. Photo by Audrey Thomasson 

Books presented to library
At the Books Alive! review by poet Dorothy Holmes, 
Friends of the Library presented two of her books to 

Holmes, her great-granddaughter, and library director 
Alice Cooper.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

At the end of A Christmas Carol, Charles 
Dickens closes his wonderful story by 

referring to Ebenezer Scrooge as knowing 
how best to celebrate Christmas. The same 
reference could be said of Joe and Misty 
Elbourn, who over the course of their mar-
riage impressed all who knew them as the 
quintessential Christmas collectors. Joe and 
Misty never saw a Christmas ornament that 
they did not like.

Their Christmas hobby took them to shops, 
yard sales, estate sales, and any venue where 
they could find unique pieces to add to their 
collection. That odyssey came to an end last 
week as Joe died after a protracted decline of 
his health due to heart problems. He remained 
interested until the end, despite the slowdown 
of his usual energy.

Professionally, Joe was a true authority on 
firearms. He had been a licensed gun dealer 
for many years, and had an encyclopedic 
knowledge of both American and foreign 
weaponry. He understood all aspects of the 
law relating to guns, and enjoyed spending his 

time learning all that he could of the history of 
gun makers and the evolution of the process.

When I first met Joe many years ago, he 
introduced himself as Joe Elbourn, but I later 
learned that his family and most of his friends 
called him “Benji,” a derivative of his middle 
name, Benjamin. I continued to call him Joe, 
which he liked, as he said when he heard “Joe” 
he knew I was the speaker. 

Joe had an incredible humorous side to 
his character. He liked making repartee with 
his friends. His trademark in that area was 
his slow response to what someone said to 
him, often repeating the words with his own 
inflection and take on the subject. As his 
health declined, his sense of humor remained, 
although one could tell that laughing would 
cause him discomfort. 

Misty was a gifted teacher in the Lancaster 
County public school system for decades until 
she retired over a year ago. Fortunately, she 
and Joe had that last year together without the 
interruption of her work, but sadly much of 
their time went to periods of hospitalization 
for Joe. A month ago he told me that he had 
reached a stage when an artificial heart would 
be necessary to keep him alive, but as always 
he talked optimistically and hopefully. He 
moved slowly with his life-sustaining appa-
ratus attached, and he spoke resolutely and 
without signs of fear.

Joe’s entire life had revolved around the 
town of White Stone. He raised his family 

there, and enjoyed welcoming newcomers to 
their midst. He had served with the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department for all of 
his adult life, and had become the resident 
authority on the town’s history and the family 
backgrounds of many of its residents. He was 
the type person who thrived on all aspects 
of community life, and would not have been 
happy in a congested urban environment. He 
never forgot that the Northern Neck was his 
home.

With his distinctive beard and mustache 
he resembled a figure from the 19th century. 
His demeanor contributed to that impression, 
and he seemed to be aware of the presence he 
projected, albeit with great modesty and self-
effacement. In all that he did, Joe was a pro-
ductive person, one who liked contributing. 
In far more respects than I can describe, he 
was a Northern Neck gentleman through and 
through, and if anyone among us knew how to 
celebrate Christmas, he and Misty did.

Joseph Benjamin “ Benji” Elbourn, May 
24, 1949 – September 26, 2013. R. I. P.

He had served with the 
White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department for all of his 
adult life, and had become 
the resident authority on 
the town’s history and the 
family backgrounds of 
many of its residents.

Focal Point

See if you can count the number of pelicans in this photo at Windmill Point.

Photo by Les Cashwell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal 
Point. 

(Reprints from the September 26, 1913, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

To deepen spots in the dredged channel 
in Nomini creek the Army dredge Dele-
larlia has been moved from Aquia creek, 
where she has been working for the past 
six weeks, to Nomini to start on operations 
there.

After more than fifty years of service 
as master of vessels on the Chesapeake 
Bay, Captain William T. Geoghan, master 
of the steamer Three Rivers plying the 
Potomac, and dean of the navigation of 
Chesapeake, has tendered his resignation 
to Willard Thomson, general manager 
of the Maryland, Delaware and Virginia 
Railway. Captain Geoghan states that he 
resigned because of his advancing years 
and a desire for rest.

White Stone
G. W. Saunders, D. R. James, Jr., M. W. 

Bruce, H. D. McNamara and Walton Hub-
bard are in Baltimore this week.

Miss Alice Merle James has returned to 
her home after a most enjoyable visit to 

relatives in Mathews county.
The inclement weather of last Friday 

night did not deter the pupils of the high 
school from executing plans formed ear-
lier in the day. Meeting by mutual con-
sent, they supplied themselves with bells 
and all other available tintinnabula, and 
with these and lusty voices sallied forth 
and serenaded their new principal and his 
bride in the good old-fashion manner.

Mrs. Walter S. Culpeper, who with her 
little niece, Lois Jobson, has been visiting 
her cousin, Mrs. J. H. Davis, returned to 
her home in Portsmouth last Saturday.

Mrs. Virginia Downing, of near Kilmar-
nock, has formed her music class for 
1913-14, and will be at Mrs. Davis’ home 
on Wednesday of each week, where any 
persons desirous of entering her class may 
consult with her.

Jos. L. James, of lower Lancaster, 
returned Monday from a week’s stay in 
Baltimore. Mrs. James and little daugh-
ter, who accompanied him up, will visit a 
while in New York before returning.

W. M. Johnson, of the firm of Johnson 

& Johnson, Baltimore, who has been visit-
ing his old home here for several weeks, 
returned to his business last Friday.

L. M. Flippo and L. R. Gaskins, who 
attended the Reunion at Roanoke last 
week, returned to their homes here Sunday.

Misses Estelle Cutler and Susie 
Coppedge have entered upon their duties 
as teachers in the Kilmarnock High 
School.

Mrs. H. A. Crittenden, who spent the 
past two weeks visiting her parental home 
in Stafford, returned to her home here last 
Friday.

Some farmers have finished picking 
their tomatoes and report a very fair yield.

We feel profoundly grateful to a kind 
Providence for the copious showers which 
have visited the earth in recent days, thus 
breaking up the long and severe drought 
and making glad the heart, broad the smile 
and bright the prospect of the tiller of the 
soul.

Our Father does not forget nor forsake 
his children.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

Margaret Ransone does not 
deserve to be re-elected to the 
House of Delegates. She has 
been missing in action and 
incommunicative with her con-
stituents. A case in point has 
been my research on school 
shootings here in Virginia. The 
safety of our schools should 
be nonpartisan—an issue that 
brings Republicans, Demo-
crats and Tea Party members 
together. But unlike Senators 
Warner, then Senator Webb and 
Congressman Rob Wittman, 
Margaret Ransone refuses to 
respond to the simplest inqui-
ries on that topic. She cannot 
deny she didn’t receive the 
inquiries, I sent them certified 
mail and have the receipts.

Her silence speaks volumes 
about her indifference on this 
critical issue to all Virgin-
ians—the state is the site of 
two of the worst school shoot-
ings in this nation’s history. Her 
silence stands in marked con-
trast to her predecessor, Albert 
Pollard. I therefore am asking 
all voters who are concerned 
and interested in making our 
schools and colleges safer 
to write in Albert Pollard on 
November 5.

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Ransone said
missing in action
on school shootings

When I first heard that 
Alexander Fleet wanted to be 
a member of the Lancaster 
school board, I was shocked. 
“Hasn’t he given enough of 
himself to this school system?” 
Today, however, I have a differ-
ent perspective. I have listened 
to area citizens and teachers 
talk about how receptive he has 
been as a board member and 
how he truly cares for the chil-
dren of this county.  

As Mr. Fleet’s assistant for 
years, I should not be surprised 
by these comments for I knew 
firsthand that regardless of the 
issues, as superintendent, his 
door was open to all and his 
solutions to problems facing 
students, teachers, and parents 
were relevant and effective. 
Test scores? Take a look at 
the assessments administered 
during his tenure. We were a 
system that was a leader in our 
area for focusing on student 
achievement and for being suc-
cessful.

Mr. Fleet continues with that 
same level of dedication to 
our schools today. Mr. Fleet’s 
passion and motivation for all 
students in Lancaster County 
to receive a quality educa-
tion make him an ideal board 
member. He, possibly more 
than anyone else I know, can 
help make student success a 
reality for our schools again.

Harriet K. Dawson,
Weems

Supporting Fleet

The feature “Our Artesian 
Aquifers” properly shines 
a bright light on the shrink-
ing groundwater supply and 

Groundwater 

a problem

correctly defines the threat 
to the public in terms of the 
enormous imbalance between 
groundwater withdrawals and 
aquifer recharge, a condi-
tion called “overdraft,” but 
the reader is left to scratch 
his head over the scope of the 
problem.

Although the article identi-
fies a trio of potentially harm-
ful consequences of ground-
water overdraft—falling water 
levels, saltwater intrusion, and 
land subsidence, it offers little 
insight into the magnitude or 
imminence of the problem, 
other than a truly breathtaking 
comment, based solely on the 
decline of the artesian water 
level in one well in Westmo-
reland County, that “the water 
will be gone in a century.”

In reality, the exhaustion of 
the groundwater supply of the 
Virginia coastal plain is not 
the central issue. The socio-
economic and political con-
sequences of overdraft will 
inflict painful damage on the 
region long before the supply 
has shrunk to the last drop. 
In fact, the harm has already 
begun.

Several documents of the 
Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality underscore 
the point that the problem is 
here today and not 100 years 
from now. The VDEQ reports 
that “many existing permit-
ted [water] users are unable 
to renew their withdrawal 
permits at permitted amounts 
when they exceed current 
use.” This troubling situation 
already handicaps develop-
ment in New Kent, Hanover, 
and King William counties.

Growing groundwater-
supply deficits and spreading 
jurisdictional water conflicts, 
not extravagant threats of salt-
water intrusion or land subsid-
ence, express the problem. A 
report by the U.S. Geological 
Survey refutes the claim that 
saltwater intrusion poses an 
imminent threat to regional 
aquifers. Furthermore, a study 
by the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science reveals that 
the rate of land subsidence, 
while hardly negligible, poses 
far less threat than a crisis of 
water supply.

Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

Before the four gospels 
were written, Saint Paul 
wrote a letter from Ephasus 
to Corinth. He defined love 
in over 200 words. He began 
by saying that “If I have the 
faith to remove mountains 
but do not have love, I am 
nothing.”

He says love is patient, 
love is kind and love hardly 
notices when others do it 
wrong, etc.

Jesus said “If you love one 
another you are my disciple.” 
I think Jesus has seven bil-
lion disciples. Some love 
more than others.

We sing a hymn which 
says “Faith is the Victory 
That Overcomes the World.” 
Maybe we should change the 
word faith to love.

Straughan Richardson,
Ophelia

Love

Presented by the Northum-
berland Association for Pro-
gressive Stewardship (NAPS)

(Second in a series)

Our artesian aquifers are 
finite resources. Once we have 
used the water it is gone. We 
must plan ahead for a time 
when artesian water is no 
longer available, which could 
be as soon as a century from 
now at some places. We can 
probably do nothing about the 
fact that declining water levels 
in the artesian aquifers are 
due more to usage outside the 

Water conservation, reservoirs would help preserve aquifers

by Lynton Land, PhD

Northern Neck, especially in 
southern Maryland and by the 
West Point paper mill, than to 
our local actions. Population 
growth will continue to place 
increasing demands on all 
potable water sources in both 
Virginia and Maryland.

Conservation is obviously 
needed, with emphasis on the 
largest consumers. Omega 
Protein is acting responsibly, 
treating water recovered from 
fish processing and using it for 
vacuum pump seal water, plant 
wash-down water and cool-
ing tower make-up water. This 
practice has reduced the plant’s 
withdrawal from the artesian 

aquifer by over 200,000 gal-
lons per day.

We would all be wise to 
extend the lifetime of the arte-
sian aquifers as much as pos-
sible by eliminating waste. 
Everybody can conserve water 
by turning off the tap unless the 
water is actually being used. 
Installing low-flow devices, 
including toilets, is not expen-
sive. Less water passing though 
our septic systems or munici-
pal plants also results in less 
pollution of groundwater and 
our waterways.

Our best long-term option is 
to impound water in reservoirs, 
as was advocated in a 1973 

study and described in the 
Northumberland County Com-
prehensive Plan. Reservoirs at 
Callao (Lodge Creek), Heaths-
ville (Crabbe Mill Stream) 
and Sydnor’s Mill Pond would 
be interconnected along U.S. 
360 and the pipes extended to 
Reedville. Existing local distri-
bution systems could be used, 
but water treatment, either 
locally or regionally as dictated 
by economics, would be neces-
sary. Economics would also 
dictate whether large develop-
ments would be connected to 
the system, depending on their 

WATER, continued on page A7
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JFine
Jewelry

Custom
Designs

Jack of Diamonds
“Affording Beauty to the Wise”

804-436-9130  800-684-8873
By Appointment

Specializing in Certified Diamonds
Pearls and Precious Gems
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GOP Oyster Roast
Saturday, Oct. 5 

2 - 5 p.m.
Cowart Seafood

All-You-Can-Eat Oysters (raw or steamed)
Seafood Chowder

Hot Dogs
Drinks

Adult Beverages (for an additional fee)

$30 for adults
$5 for children 7-12 yrs.

Children under 7 free
Call (804) 580-8313 for ticket info

Live Music by the Southern Gentlemen
Other activities: silent auction and quilt raffle.

Invited to attend: candidates Govenor Ken Cuccinelli, 
Lt. Gov. E. W. Jackson, and Attorney General Mark 

Obenshain. Senators Ryan McDougal, Richard H. Stuart, 
and 99th District Delegate Margaret Ransone 

will be attending.
For more information, call George Beckett at (804) 580-5179
Paid for and authorized by Northumberland County Republican committee

 in the mother county of Virginia’s beautiful Northern Neck

riversideonline.com

Hugh M. Bryan, III, MD
York River Orthopedic and  
Sports Medicine
Gloucester
(804) 693-4645

David J. Muron, MD
Riverside Gloucester Center for 
Orthopedic Surgery
Gloucester 
(804) 693-0529

Barbaro J. Perez, MD
Riverside Gloucester Center for 
Orthopedic Surgery
Gloucester 
(804) 693-0529 

Tyler C. Wind, MD
Northern Neck Bone &  
Joint Center
Tappahannock
(804) 443-8670

Four Surgeons. 
Three Locations. 

One Commitment.
To provide you with leading-edge  

orthopedic care close to home.
It’s good to know the personalized care you expect from a 

community hospital can also come with advanced orthopedic 
procedures, including joint replacement. Our comprehensive 
orthopedic program, along with our skilled and experienced 

orthopedic surgeons, is backed by a highly individualized 
approach to rehab and recovery as well as the Riverside Care 
Difference. Our Riverside Care Difference is the way in which 
we deliver care and services, as a team, by putting our patients 

at the heart of all we do. Call us for more information. 

R I V E R S I D E  O R T H O P E D I C S

water demand and distance 
from Rt. 360.

Another reservoir would be 
needed at Wicomico Church 
(Mill Creek) to serve citi-
zens south of the Great Wic-
omico and to become part of 
Lancaster County’s reservoir 
system. Given 42 inches of 
average annual rainfall, reser-
voirs can easily serve half the 
county’s population sustainably 
far into the future, along with 
creating waterfront property 
and jobs, not to mention fish-
ing. It is unlikely that scattered 
homes or small developments 
far from the main distribution 
lines could ever by served by 
reservoirs.

Harvesting our abundant 
rainwater is best accomplished 
using reservoirs or by tapping 
the shallow groundwater, rather 
than by being collected directly 
by individual homes. Storage 
tanks above ground are sub-
ject to freezing in winter and 
they rapidly become havens 
for algal growth in summer. 
Harvesting rainwater for irri-
gation is a good practice, and 
an excellent way to conserve 
water from aquifers. The shal-
low (water table) aquifer can 
provide potable water in suffi-
cient quantity for single-family 
use if the well is constructed 
properly so as to exclude the 
possibility of bacterial con-
tamination. Shallow (“dug”) 
wells have fallen out of favor, 
but remain a sustainable option 
for low-density development.

Desalinization by reverse 
osmosis or distillation is also 
an option to supply potable 
water, albeit an expensive 
one. Some people already 
use reverse osmosis to supply 
potable water where artesian 
water quality is objectionable, 
especially toward the south-
east corner of Northumberland 
County. Artesian wells can 
always supply plenty of water, 
but not necessarily potable 
water. Continuing to use the 
slightly salty water for flush-
ing toilets and washing, as 
long as proper detergents are 
used, remains an option until 
corrosion becomes a problem. 
Regional desalinization or 
reverse osmosis is not a viable 
economic option because of the 
high cost of energy, which will 
only increase. We get plenty of 

YOUR LETTERS

Please vote for Alexander 
Fleet for re-election to the 
school board. Mr. Fleet is a 
loving family man who has 
shown principled leadership in 
Lancaster County since 1967. 
School systems and regula-
tions are complex and demand 
not only intelligence but also 
familiarity with the Virginia 
educational system and SOL 
testing.

Aside from Mr. Fleet’s over-
whelming advantage in edu-
cational experience, he has 
time to serve well. At a recent 
event, one candidate who is not 
an educator was asked if he 
had actually spent time in the 
schools with the students. Mr. 
Fleet’s opponent, to his credit, 
was candid but his answer was 
shocking: “No, I work.” How 
can a candidate with little time, 
serve the students and teachers 
well?

Mr. Fleet has more experi-
ence than the other candidates 
combined and has time to 
serve. Let us not forget that Mr. 
Fleet integrated the schools, 
established the first ever school 
board office and had the cour-
age and foresight to build what 
was then (1973) a state-of-
the-art high school. Lest you 
think Mr. Fleet is too mature, 
remember he is just a bit older 
than Paul McCartney and his 
bride is younger than Christie 
Brinkley!

The Rt. Rev. R. Quigg 
Lawrence Jr., Anglican Bishop 

of the Mid Atlantic 

Fleet has time
and experience

Over the past 2½ years I have 
had the privilege of getting to 
know Del. Ransone both per-
sonally and professionally and 
come away more impressed 
with her each time we speak. 
When you get to know her it 
is evident that her commit-
ment to her family, friends and 
moral values is genuine. Her 
dedication to her beliefs shines 
through in the way she lives her 
daily life and goes about her 
work in the General Assembly. 

Del. Ransone is far more 
than a shiny political brochure. 
She is responsive to her constit-
uents, hard working and ener-
getic, honest, above reproach 
and willing to listen to oppos-
ing views. She makes the time 
to educate herself with all of 
the facts available and talk to 
her constituents to determine 
the effects of legislation before 
making a decision.

Her philosophy of deter-
mining the source of fund-
ing within the budget before 
proposing legislation is an 
example of good government 
that others should heed. Her 
common-sense approach and 
attention to detail has quickly 
gained the respect of her fellow 
Delegates on both sides of the 
aisle. As a member of Agricul-
ture Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources Committee she has 
strived to ensure that a clean 
and healthy environment is 
maintained for the benefit of all 
while ensuring that our farm-
ers, watermen and other busi-
nesses are operated without 
undue government restrictions. 

All said, we are fortunate to 
have Delegate Margaret Ran-
sone represent us in the 99th 
District and I hope that she is 
there for us for a long time to 
come. I urge you to cast your 
ballot for Del. Margaret Ran-
sone on Nov. 5.

Vic Mason,
King George

Fortunate to 
have Ransone

Gov. Robert F. McDon-
nell has issued a certificate 
of recognition proclaiming 
this Friday, October 4, as Free 
Clinic Awareness Day in Vir-
ginia. The date was chosen 
because it represents the 20th 
anniversary of the Virginia 
Association of Free and Chari-
table Clinics (VAFCC).

As a member of the state 
board, I am reminded con-
stantly of how the VAFCC 
strengthens the state’s health 
safety net, and the different 
ways its 57 member clinics 
reach those in need. The asso-
ciation is the oldest of its type 
in the nation, and the third larg-
est. Its members serve more 
than 80,000 individuals in 123 
Virginia localities annually, 

Free Clinic

and provide $123.1 million of 
services, including medical, 
mental health, dental and phar-
maceutical care. For these rea-
sons, Gov. McDonnell states, 
“I encourage all Virginians 
to recognize the contribution 
of Free Clinics and the health 
care professionals and other 
volunteers who staff them to 
helping ensure the health and 
well-being of the citizens of 
the Commonwealth.” 

Three days after the state 
association was formed in 1993 
(it became a model for other 
states to follow), the North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic 
(NNFHC) held its first evening 
of operations on October 7 in 
borrowed space at the Lan-
caster County Health Depart-
ment. It has served low-income 
and uninsured residents of the 
Northern Neck and Middlesex 
County ever since. More than 
11,800 individuals have used 
the NNFHC. More than $64 
million worth of health care 
has been provided. More than 
200,000 volunteer hours have 
been logged. 

Locally and across the state, 
free clinics really do make a 
difference. And, given the cur-
rent health-care climate, this 
strong and effective structure 
will be needed more than ever. 

I thank our community for 
being such a strong supporter 
of a truly pioneering concept, 
and look forward to 20 more 
years.

Kilmarnock

Despite dire warnings to 
the contrary, the “government 
shutdown” does not cut off the 
faucet of government spend-
ing; quite the contrary, it cuts 
off the tap for non-essential 
federal government spending. 
Lights will remain on in the 
White House and in the halls 
of Congress.

How will federal government 
services be affected? Exist-
ing benefit payments from the 
Social Services will continue; 
unemployment payments will 
still go out; U.S. Postal Service 
will continue uninterrupted; 
federal courts will continue 
uninterrupted for about 12 
weeks, but if the “shutdown” 
continues, non-essential 
employees may be furloughed; 
all 116 federal prisons would 
remain open, and criminal liti-
gation will continue; federal 
food assistance such as Head 
Start and WIC (nutrition pro-
gram for Women, Infants and 
Children) may be affected if a 
solution is not reached; Ameri-
cans would still have to pay 
taxes (no reduction there); new 
loans under FHA would prob-
ably not be processed, though 
existing loans will be unaf-
fected; military paychecks 
may be slightly delayed; some 
Defense Department civilian 
employees will be furloughed; 
Homeland Security will, to a 
large extent, remain on the job; 
Green Card applications will 
continue to be processed; vet-
erans’ services and health care 
would continue unaffected.

In a nutshell, under this 
“shutdown,” only non-essential 
services will be affected in 
order to bring federal spending 
under control. What happens 
in your family if you can’t pay 
your debts? You cut back on 
unnecessary spending and stop 
using your VISA.

My question is, if federal 
services funded by the tax-
payer are not essential, why not 
cut them permanently?

Kilmarnock

When are we going to get rid 
of the children in Washington 
and their petty squabbling so 
we can solve the real problems 
facing our country, instead of 
those they make up? We tend 
to judge their characters by 
the wrong standards. The cor-
rect metric should be how well 
they are doing their jobs as We 
The People desire, such as a 
balanced budget, full employ-
ment, and a safe and healthy 
citizenry.

John F. Kennedy had great 
charisma, got us to the moon 
and called Nikita Kruschev’s 
bluff during the Cuban mis-
sile crisis, but he also got us 

Actions are best
measure to judge

involved in Vietnam. Richard 
Nixon broke into the Demo-
cratic National Headquarters 
and lied to us, but he got us 
out of Vietnam and opened the 
doors to Red China. Bill Clin-
ton was believed to be a wom-
anizer, but he balanced the fed-
eral budget. Barack Obama got 
us out of Iraq, killed Osama 
bin Laden, set a timetable for 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, 
worked with Russia’s Vladimar 
Putin to solve the Syrian chem-
ical-weapons problem, opened 
the doors for better relations 
with Iran, and is trying to pro-
vide the same medical care 
for taxpayers that is enjoyed 
by Congress, who voted it for 
themselves at our expense.

Right now, a few Repub-
licans in Congress are hold-
ing the government hostage 
in order to kill ObamaCare 
because… they don’t like it! 
They call it “an abomination” 
(I’m surprised they haven’t 
coined the phrase ‘Obama-
nation’) and “a big mess.” 
They threaten that if Obam-
aCare is implemented, it will 
be the end of civilization as we 
know it. But they don’t explain 
why.

The Obama Administra-
tion has failed to explain why 
they are wrong. But no matter. 

Water conservation
continued from page A6

I was “puzzled” when I 
read last week’s letter stating 
that being on the warning list 
“means that students in this 
county are receiving a sub-par 
education.” How insulting to 
our educators, administrators 
and board members.

Read the division scores on 
page 4A of last week’s Record. 
The majority of our students 
are achieving at or above grade 
level. In addition, students from 
last year’s test group whose 
scores precipitated the warn-
ing are currently freshmen at 
The University of Virginia, The 
College of William and Mary, 
Virginia Tech, Hampton Uni-
versity, James Madison, etc.

In addition, no one in our 
school district has been com-
placent as the September 
26 writer stated. The testing 
changed, the teachers received 
and will continue to receive 
in-service training, the current 
superintendent’s contract is not 
being renewed and discipline 

Local students 
are achieving

has been improved tremen-
dously.

As usual, negative letters 
regarding our school region 
are based on misinformation 
and are the result of shooting 
from the hip and not under-
standing the total picture.

You can thank Alexander 
Fleet and our other board 
members for insuring that an 
excellent education is avail-
able to every single Lancaster 
County student.

Peter Salomon,

Everyone’s minds are already 
made up, and, to paraphrase 
Jack Nicholson: “They can’t 
stand the truth!”

 Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

rain and have several options to 
use this sustainable resource.

Do we have the will to 
address this problem now? 
It will not affect most of us 
in our lifetimes, but will cer-
tainly affect future generations. 
Economics will govern which 
solutions are most attractive, 
but we must all recognize that 
the status quo cannot continue. 
The sooner we rationally plan 
for a different future, the less 
“pain” our successors will bear.

Rappahannock 
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18679 Eltham Road, West Point

NEW
2013 F-150 XLT
4x2 SuperCrew

Disclaimer: On in stock vehicle only. Price excludes title, state and local taxes, tags and $299 pro-
-

nancing programs available. Offer includes $1,500 Retail Trade-In Assistance Bonus Customer Cash. 
Trade in vehicle must be 1995 or newer. 2013 F-150 Savings includes Ford Motor Credit Bonus Cash 

See dealer for complete details. Offer good until 10-25-2013.

Show off your Toes!
Fungus nail sufferers can now get relief.

Introducing the Cutera Genesis Plus®

laser that clears fungus nails without
surgery, drugs or downtime.

For an appointment call

Dr. Ronald M. Landess, Podiatrist
804-443-6400

NMLS # 72043   (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)
Email: davidfarley@atlanticbay.com

Reverse Mortgage 
Banker

NMLS #499853

Use Your Home To Stay At Home
Many seniors are considering the HECM as a 
way to do home improvements for easier living, 
pay bills, and many other reasons. If you or a 
loved one are thinking of getting more informa-
tion on a Reverse Mortgage please contact me 
for a free, no obligation information packet. 
Relatives and advisors are welcome to receive 
this information also. I look forward to serving 
you.

Do You Remember?
This is a 1914 ad in the White Stone High School yearbook for the R.A. Chilton & Co. 
auto dealership in Kilmarnock. The location of the business in unknown. “Do You 
Remember?” is a service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

I have a problem! I’m asked 
to choose between two men 
who are running for the Lan-
caster County School Board, 
Alex Fleet and Bob West-
brook.

Fleet is a native of Lancaster 
County and has served the 
public school system for years, 
as a teacher (he also drove 
the bus!), a principal and as a 
superintendent. All three of his 
now adult children thrived in 
the Lancaster County School 
System. He now asks to be 
returned to service guidance 
on the school board.

Westbrook has been in Lan-
caster about 15 years (follow-
ing on the coat tails of his 
entrepreneurial brother), and, 
to my knowledge, has no back-
ground in education, at least 

needs experience
in this area. I understand he 
has not even toured the three 
schools. Also, some say that his 
service on the Irvington Town 
Council has occasionally been 
shortsighted and self-serving, 
traits I doubt would be helpful 
to the system.

Education in general has 
large problems looming before 
it. The Lancaster County 
School System needs guidance 
and experience.

I guess I have solved my 
problem! I’m voting for Alex 
Fleet, and I hope you will too.

Bob Lee Stephens,

If the scandals surround-
ing Gov. Bob McDonnell have 
taught us anything, it’s that we 
cannot rely solely on the per-

Northam supports
ethics commission

sonal integrity of politicians 
to avoid impropriety, or the 
appearance of impropriety, in 
Richmond. But Republican 
lieutenant governor candidate 
E.W. Jackson is calling for 
precisely such a  foolhardy 
reliance on politician’s per-
sonal integrity. When asked 
by a radio talk-show host in 
July whether he believes that 
Virginia’s ethics laws need 
to be strengthened, Jackson 
replied, “I think that we have 
to hold ourselves to a higher 
standard, rather than always 
simply looking for ways to 
change the law to make people 
do what they already know is 
right.”

Jackson should know better. 
While he professes fidelity 
to the values of this nation’s 
Founding Fathers, he forgets 
the warning of one of those 
Founding Fathers, James 
Madison, in Federalist Paper 
No. 51: Because men are not 
angels, “auxiliary precau-
tions” are necessary to ensure 
that the government is able 
“to control itself.”

Fortunately, Jackson’s 
opponent, Ralph Northam, 
understands the need for 
meaningful ethics reform. He 
supports creating an indepen-
dent ethics commission for 
Virginia and banning all gifts 
over $100 to lawmakers and 
their immediate family mem-
bers. It is time for us to clean 
up Richmond, and we can 
start that process by voting for 
Ralph Northam for lieutenant 
governor on November 5.  

 Donna Thompson,
White Stone

Cuccinelli visits in White Stone
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli, Republican candidate for governor, met with 
supporters at the home of Robert and Robin Cunningham in White Stone on September 
27. From left are Delegate Margaret Ransone (R-99th District), Attorney General 
Cuccinelli, State Sen. Ryan McDougle (R-4th) and Robert and Robin Cunningham with 
their son, Robert.

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee (LCDC) on 
September 24 acquired its new 
office in Kilmarnock, at 64 
Irvington Road across the street 
from the Tri-Star Supermarket.

“We are delighted to have the 
same space as last year, which 
served area Democrats so well 
as a base of operations for the 
Presidential and Congressio-
nal races,” said LCDC chair 
Jan Smith. “While Lancaster 
Democrats took the first step 
by securing the office space, 
we hope to engage Democrats 
from Northumberland and 
potentially other Northern Neck 
counties to sustain this location 
permanently.”

Throughout the year, the 
office will be the focal point 
to advance the purposes of the 
Democratic Party, Smith said.

“We will do this through 
political, social and civic 
activities that help people and, 
in turn, strengthen the party 
from the grassroots,” she said. 
“There’s so much more we can 
do down the road, when the 
election is not looming, to bring 
our voters up to speed on issues 
that affect their day-to-day lives 
- the new health care law, for 

space are John Booth, Marilyn McGlamary, Bob Prescott, 

Democrats acquire office in Kilmarnock

example - and ensure that they 
can cast their vote when the 
time comes.”

A formal grand opening is 
planned for October 12 and 
all are welcome, she said. The 
office will provide support for 
the McAuliffe, Northam, and 
Herring campaigns through the 
election; information is avail-
able at www.lancovadems.org.

Office hours initially are 4-6 
p.m., Monday through Friday, 

and noon to 2 p.m. Saturdays, 
with expanded hours possible 
as the election draws closer.

“Just as before, in the final 
days before the election the 
office will be the hub for the 
full range of activities aimed at 
getting our voters to the polls,” 
Smith said. “Come find out 
what we are about and how you 
can help and, while supplies 
last, pick up a yard sign for the 
critical upcoming elections.”

The Lancaster Branch of 
the NAACP will be hosting its 
annual Freedom Fund Banquet 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Octo-
ber 13, at the Beacon Supper 
Room in Topping (meet and 
greet).

This year’s theme is “Equal 
Justice for All” /Exercise Your 
Power, Vote.” Lillie Boyd will 
serve as toast mistress. The 
menu is buffet style.

Cecil  Taylor will do his ren-
dition of Dr. Martin Luther 

Freedom Fund Banquet is Sunday
King’s “I Have A Dream” 
speech, commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the march 
on Washington. A solo will be 
rendered by Cornell Conaway.

Honorees for 2013  include 
Carrie Carter, Maryland Sena-
tor Joan Carter Conway, Bev-
erly Thomas, Annie Belle 
Thomas, Katie Chewning, 
Wayne Carter, Wardell Carter, 
Louis Lee, Earl Lee, Harvey P. 
Boyer Jr.,  Tyrell Nickens and 
Ruth Ball.

The keynote speaker will 
be William Hines from C&W 
Associates in White Stone.

For ticket information, call 
Lloyd Hill at 438-6713.

The Agenda
Local Government News
KILMARNOCK—The 

Kilmarnock planning com-
mission, which had previ-
ously rescheduled its meeting 
for October, will not meet this 
month.

Town planner Marshall 
Sebra said the meeting was 
cancelled because there was 
nothing for the agenda.

The commission usually 
meets on the second Monday 
of each month at 6 p.m.

WHITE STONE—Town 
manager Patrick Frere will 
present a comprehensive plan 
update to the town council 
when it meets tonight, October 
3, at 7 p.m. in the town office 
on Rappahannock Drive.

Frere said the town’s plan-
ning commission is “working 
on [updating] the first part of 
the town’s  comprehensive 
plan” and will meet again 
next week. The goal, he said, 
is to present  the new  plan for 
public hearing in December.

Council also will hear  a 
monthly financial report from 
Frere, along with reports from 
the police chief and committee 
chairpersons.


