
RICHMOND—Bills addressing the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) 
recommendations for regulating the menhaden 
industry are moving through the General Assem-
bly with no objections.

As introduced by Del. Edward T. Scott of Cul-
peper, House Bill 2254 establishes total allow-
able landings of 144,272.84 metric tons per 
year for Atlantic menhaden landed in Virginia 
by the purse seine menhaden reduction fishery, 
the purse seine menhaden bait fishery, and other 
menhaden bait fisheries. 

The annual harvest cap for the reduction fishery 
in Reedville will be 87,216 metric tons, subject 
to annual adjustments for under-harvests or over-
harvests. The total allowable landings represents a 
20% reduction from the average 2009, 2010 and 
2011 landings, as mandated by the ASMFC. 

Last Thursday, HB 2254 was recommended 
by the Chesapeake subcommittee of the House 
Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake and 
Natural Resources by a 5-0 vote.

A similar bill introduced by Sen. Richard H. 
Stuart of Montross, SB 1291, was reported last 

Thursday from the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Conservation and Natural Resources 
by a 15-0 vote. During the Senate constitutional 
reading on Monday, it received a vote of con-
fidence, 39-0, and was read a second time on 
Tuesday.

Stuart’s bill also establishes an annual total 
allowable catch for menhaden landed in Vir-
ginia at 144,272.84 metric tons with 80% to 
come from the reduction fishery. It also contains 
a sunset date of January 1, 2015, and notes an 
emergency exists so the new regulations would 
be effective beginning with passage of the bill.

However, instead of basing the total allowable 
landings on the average catch of 2009, 2010 and 
2011, the Senate amended the bill to use an aver-
age of the 2002 to 2011 catches.

The bills follow a decision by the ASMFC call-
ing for the 20% reduction. If the Commonwealth 
doesn’t comply, the federal Secretary of Com-
merce could shut down the commercial fishery.
Omega responds

Reedville and surrounding communities will 
be hardest hit by the new caps. Reedville is home 
to Omega Protein Inc.’s menhaden fleet and the 
only menhaden reduction plant in Virginia.

Omega Protein general manager Monty Deihl 
said he is disappointed in the amount of reduc-
tion being recommended. 

“We do not feel cuts to this level were justi-
fied, particularly based on the lack of scientific 
data and the fact that the ASMFC decided to use 
an ‘ad-hoc’ method to make the cut. Essentially 
they decided just to pick something with no cor-
relation to data,” said Deihl, noting that he would 
have supported a 10% reduction.

Deihl said Omega’s three-year average catch 
was 550 million fish. Thus a 20% reduction 
would limit them to 440 million fish to process in 
2013 and 2014 until the next assessment is com-
pleted and perhaps a new quota is determined. 

“While this may, or may not, have positive 
impacts on the menhaden biomass, it definitely 
has economic negative impacts on the Northern 
Neck, especially Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties,” said Deihl. 

He said Omega fished with eight vessels in 
2012 and employed about 250 people. He said 
the company is still assessing the impacts on 
its operation and what changes it might need to 
make in shaping its operation to meet the new 
harvest quota.

Omega spokesman Ben Landry said the com-
pany will have to reduce its workforce by 35 to 40 
employees and one vessel to ensure compliance 

with federal legislation if the bills are passed.
“Although Omega is unhappy with the way 

things have been handed down, we are a resil-
ient company that has been around for 100 years. 
We’ve faced a number of challenges and hurdles 
before. We’ll be back,” said Landry.
CBF responds
“The Chesapeake Bay Foundation commends 

the advancement of critical legislation needed to 
bring Virginia into compliance with menhaden 
conservation measures adopted by the ASFMC,” 
said Virginia executive director Ann Jennings. 

“We appreciate that legislators recognize the 
importance of taking immediate action to protect 
menhaden and the Virginia fisheries dependent 
upon them,” continued Jennings. “We particu-
larly note the leadership of Delegates Lee Ware, 
Barry Knight and Edward Scott, Senator Rich-
ard Stuart, and the McDonnell Administration in 
initiating and shepherding the legislation thus far 
through the legislative process. We are hopeful 
the legislation will gain final approval by the full 
House and Senate.”
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KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board took 
a step toward more open government last week when it 
removed most fees for handling public requests for infor-
mation.  

As adopted, when an individual requests information 
available to the public through the Freedom of Information 
Act, the district will stop charging for requests that result 
in under $100 per month of staff time and that do not result 
in overtime. 

District 1 board member Bob Smart, who spearheaded 
the change, said charging fees for reasonable requests 
limits public access and does not present an accessible 
organization. 

“The fees prevent many people who could not afford 
to pay from being able to exercise their right to access 
the information,” Smart said when he first initiated the 
changes.

Smart maintained the administrative staff is already 
being paid by taxpayers so additional charges amounts to 

double-billing. However, if requests go over the $100 per 
month limit, staff time will be charged in order to prevent 
abuse of the priviledge. 

The new measure allows the schools to continue charg-
ing for out-of-pocket expenses such as making copies.

During the public comments section, George Bott asked 
the board to follow the county’s lead in providing easy, 
public access to information.

“Your affirmative vote tonight to remove the cost barrier 
to Lancaster Public Schools information will help raise your 
letter grade in this area by allowing freedom of information. 
Please note that freedom begins with ‘free,’” said Bott. 

The measure did not have smooth sailing through the 
school board. District 3 member Don McCann requested 
more time to review the issue, stretching the process to four 
months. 

In the end, McCann cast the only vote against the mea-
sure. It passed with the support of District 2 member Ella 
Davis, District 4 member Patrick McCranie and Smart. 
Board chairman and District 5 member Alexander Fleet 
abstained.

LANCASTER—Planning com-
mission members last week said they 
are ready to hold public hearings 
on proposed revisions to two more 
chapters in the county’s comprehen-
sive plan.

Hearings will be held February 
15 on Chapter 3, dealing with the 
county’s potable water supply, and 
Chapter 5, covering public access to 
the water. Following the hearings, 
the commission may recommend the 
amended chapters to the board of 
supervisors.

Planners reviewed a number of 
potential changes in the two chapters’ 
54 pages as part of a routine update 
of the plan. Most of the changes are 
minor and are based on available 
data from new studies, according to 
county planning and land use direc-
tor Don Gill. 

Three chapters of the plan have 

achieved final approval by the super-
visors. Those chapters covered 
county history, suitability of land for 
development and shoreline protec-
tion. 

Planners have two more chapters 
to review. They include Chapter 6, 
covering public infrastructure and 
services such as school buildings, 
roads, fire departments and rescue 
squads, and Chapter 7, dealing with 
land use and the economy.

State code requires that  the com-
prehensive plan be reviewed every 
five years. 

“We didn’t think it needed a big 
update so we didn’t hire outside 
help,” said Gill. “The plan is used as 
a general guide for future develop-
ment of the county.” 

The planning commission will 
meet at 7 p.m. in the board meeting 
room at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road in 
Lancaster.

Inaugural Parade participants
Heathsville resident Bryna Brennan Levinson and Nash III, a service 
dog in training with Canine Companions for Independence, took part 
in the 57th Inaugural Parade January 21 in Washington, D.C. CCI 
breeds, trains and provides service dogs to disabled children, adults and 
wounded veterans without charge. President Barack Obama took the 
official oath of office for his second term Sunday at the White House 
and the public inauguration ceremony and celebrations followed on 
Monday.

School board reaching for transparency

Bob Smart Don McCann

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
Community Library on January 19 
held its annual raffle drawing. Eleven 
prizes were announced.

The $10,000 grand prize will be 
shared among seven individuals hold-
ing the winning ticket, #598. They 
are Darlene Jackson, Carol Major, 
Bill Packett, Marian Walker, Peggy 
Dunaway, Beth Ritchie and Vickie 
Walker.

“The lottery is our only fundrais-
ing event, and I am so pleased that we 
sold all 600 tickets this year in record 
time. I’m very grateful to all those 
who supported the library by purchas-
ing a ticket.  I would also like to thank 
all the board members, volunteers, 
and staff who helped to sell tickets 
and raise awareness for the library,” 
said library director Lindsy Gardner. 

Edward Andrews won the $2,000 
first prize.

Jan Mumma won the $500 early 
bird drawing prize.

Lancaster planners
set two comprehensive
plan chapters for hearings

by Audrey Thomasson

Library lottery
top prize to be
split seven ways

20% cut in menhaden harvest 
rolling through the legislature

by Shannon Rice

One vessel, 35-40 jobs may be lost

WINNERS, continued on page A2
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

This inspiring presentation of the VWS 
Annual Juried Show is an RAL tradition. 
Included in the 105 painting accepted 
into this prestigious exhibition are those 
of eight RAL members: Marge Alderson, 
Bob Haynes, Linda LaVigne-Long, Rose 
Nygaard, Elise Ritter, Susan Rosen, Gary-
Lou Upton, Tammy Wiedenhaefer. This is 
a guided presentation with comments by 
RAL artists and VWS members.

Organized by the VMFA Office of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309

Virginia Watercolor Society 
Exhibit 2012
Forum Monday, Jan 28, 1:00 pm

Guided Slide Presentation / The Public Is Invited

RICHMOND—House Bill 
1390 amending and updating 
the Kilmarnock Town Char-
ter of 1952 was reported with 
amendments from the House 
committee on Counties, Cities 
and Towns  on January 18 by a 
22-0 vote.

It was read for the first time 
on January 21 and a second ime 
on january 22.  A bill must be set 
for reading three times before it 
can be passed by the House and 
forwarded to the Senate.

As introduced by District 99 
Del. Margaret B. Ransone, the 
bill clarifies the duties of the 
town manager, mayor and coun-
cil members. It also clarifies the 
town’s boundaries, the service 
of council members appointed 
to fill vacant seats, the authori-
ties of the town manager and the 
director of public utilities, the 
use of electronic meeting min-
utes, and other matters.

The amendments also clarify 
the duties and terms of service 
of the town clerk and town trea-
surer, and reduces the propor-
tion of council members who 
must vote to set the salaries of 
council members from two-
thirds of the full membership to 
the majority of those present. 

The bill strikes antiquated 
provisions from the charter, 
including those dealing with the 

operation of a workhouse, the 
appointment of special police-
men and the storage of gun 
powder. It also makes technical 
amendments.

Among other legislation of 
local interest:

commending the Special Olym-
pics Virginia Area 28 soccer 
team has been agreed to by the 
House and the Senate.

state residents ages 65 and older 
to purchase a lifetime saltwa-
ter recreational fishing license 
passed the House, 87-0. Com-
panion legislation, Senate Bill 
1213, has moved to the third 
reading in the Senate.

-
ing and clarifying the oyster 
replenishment tax and penal-
ties passed the House, 87-0, and 
has been referred to the Seante 
Committe on Finance.

-
ing the number of members of 
the Rappahannock River Basin 
Commission passed the House, 
87-0, and has been referred 
to the Senate Committee on 
Rules.

the penalties for hoax explosive 
devices and imitation weapons 
of terrorism was referred to the 
House Committee for Courts of 

Justice. Companion legislation, 
Senate Bill 712, was reported 
from the Senate Committee for 
Courts of Justice and re-referred 
to the Senate Committee on 
Finance.

every school district to coordi-
nate with local law enforcement 
agencies to provide at least one 
school resource officer for every 
public elementary, middle and 
high school within the district, 
with funding from the state, was 
reported from the Senate Com-
mittee on Education and Health 
(15-0) and re-referred to the 
Senate Committee on Finance.

commercial fishermen from 
obtaining a registration certifi-
cate, license plates and decals or 
paying registration fees for cer-
tain vehicles passed the Senate, 
38-1.

commending Lilian Lumber 
Company Inc.’s 100 years of 
service to the community has 
been agreed to by the Senate.

276 calling for a Constitutional 
amendment to permit the gover-
nor elected in 2017 and thereaf-
ter to succeed himself in office 
has been reported from the 
Senate Committee on Privileges 
and Elections, 11-3.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Friends of Lancaster Commu-
nity Library recently donated 
$4,250 from a November book 
sale to  support  the library’s  
programs and collections. 

The group previously con-
tributed $4,500 from the May 
book sale, bringing the total 
donations for 2012 to $8,750.  
Friends of LCL co-presidents 
Elaine Harrigan and Dee 
Wichard say the sales achieve 
dual goals of raising money to 
help the library and circulating 
books within the community to 
encourage reading and literacy. 

The group determines how to 
disburse the proceeds from each 
book sale after receiving sug-
gestions from the LCL direc-
tor and staff.  For 2012, $1,600 
was allocated for downloadable 
ebooks and audiobooks, $2,150 

for digital audiobooks on “play-
away” devices, $1,000 for sup-
plies for the children’s section 
and storytelling programs and 
$1,500 for the summer reading 
program.

The Friends added $2,500 
to a dedicated savings fund 
for a replacement Storymobile 
vehicle. 

“The Friends make a signifi-
cant contribution to the success 
of the library and the growth 
of services for our patrons,” 
said director Lindsy Gardner.  
“They have especially helped 
us meet popular demands for 
new technology this year by 
funding the purchase of more 
than 200 ebooks and digital 
audiobooks.  They have also 
strongly invested in the future 
of our youth programs.”

Much of the work of the 

VIRGINIA BEACH—Driv-
ing in a winter mix of rain and 
snow can turn the roads into a 
deadly mixture for motorists. 
AAA reminds motorists of 
basic safety tips for driving in 
wintry conditions.

“When driving on snow 
covered or icy roads, motor-
ists often make the mistake 
of being overconfident due 
to the fact that some road-
ways are clear. This leads to 
travel at higher than recom-
mended speed when the same 
driver hits a patch of ice and 
the results can be devastat-
ing,” said AAA Tidewater Vir-
ginia vice president for public 
affairs Georjeane Blumling.

Drivers are urged to heed 
the following tips:

weather, be sure everyone’s in 
seat belts or child restraints.

should include a blanket, ice 
scraper, flares/reflective tri-
angles, flash light (with extra 
batteries), jumper cables, bag 
of abrasive material such as 
cat litter, shovel, cloth or paper 
towels, and cell phone with a 
full charge.

off the brakes and accelerator 
and don’t shift gears. Simply 
look and steer in the direc-
tion the car should go. When 

Kilmarnock Town Charter
revision bill is sailing
through House of Delegates

Friends group donates
$8,750 to library in 2012

Friends centers around the semi-
annual book sales.  Accord-
ing to Harrigan and Wichard, 
dozens of volunteers set up 
tables, move boxes, unpack 
books, act as cashiers, assist 
shoppers, coordinate publicity, 
and help with other tasks. Vol-
unteers also work year-round to 
coordinate publicity, to sort and 
store incoming book donations 
by category and author, and to 
fill orders through the online 
cooperative sales site Shared 
Knowledge.

For each sale, the library 
meeting room is filled to capac-
ity with more than 25 tables 
of books, they said. The tables 
are loaned by Grace Episcopal, 
Campbell Memorial Presbyte-
rian and LCL.

The public sale continues 
three days and thousands of 
books are sold.  However, there 
are always leftovers to share 
with community groups who 
can use them, including other 
libraries, churches, hospitals 
and charity thrift shops.

In November the Friends 
donated books to the start-up 
library on Tangier Island and 
the fire-stricken library at the 
Deltaville Maritime Museum.

Anyone who can help iden-
tify additional recipients to take 
extra books, is urged to contact 
the Friends.

The next book sale will 
be April 25 through 27. The 
Friends welcomes new vol-
unteers. Donations of clean, 
gently-used books are also 
accepted during regular hours at 
the library at 235 School Street 
in Kilmarnock, or contact the 
library at 435-1729 or lancast-
erlibrary.org. 

Cling coating
Following several days of rain, a winter storm last Thursday 
dropped a heavy wet mixture of rain, ice and snow in 
Kilmarnock before tapering off around midnight.  The crunchy 
coating clinging to trees and bushes melted in most areas by 
noon Friday.  The forecast at RRecord.com is calling for daytime 
highs in the 30s and nighttime lows in the 20s through the 
weekend, with wind chills slightly lower. There’s a 70% chance 
of precipitation on Friday, with light snow predicted during the 
day and night. For current and extended weather reports, go 
to RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Tips offered for driving in
winter mix of snow and ice

Gini Nowakoski, Chris 
Longan, Kathryn Wainscott 
and Susan Wayland will share 
a $500 second prize. Laura 
Lawler won a $500 second 
prize and Frank Mann won a 
$500 second prize.

Margaret Redlin and Matt 
Popchak will share a $200 
third prize. Tommy Juskiewicz 
won a $200 third prize. Keith 
Hudgins won a $200 third 
prize. Mac Davis won a $200 
third prize. Christopher Taylor 
won a $200 third prize.

the skid is over move the car 
to a safe spot and calm down 
before resuming the trip. Never 
accelerate during a spin. It will 
only make matters worse.

windows and outside mirrors 
completely, turn headlights to 
low beam (even in daylight), 
and search for hazards farther 
down the road.

down, leave plenty of follow-
ing distance behind the next 
vehicle —at least six-to-eight 
seconds on slippery roads, 
and leave an “out” to one side. 
Accelerate, brake and steer 
slowly and smoothly. Jerky 
motions increase the risk of 
skids.

In vehicles without antilock 
brakes, do not pump the brakes. 
Keep steady pressure on unless 
the wheels lock, then ease up 
on the pedal just enough to 
regain traction. Remember, 
rolling wheels have more trac-
tion than locked wheels. 

In vehicles with antilock 
brake systems, keep pressing 
the pedal firmly and steadily. 
The antilock system should 
handle the rest- do not pump 
the brakes. Pumping antilock 
brakes will remove any ben-
efits they provide.

Changing lanes unnecessarily 
puts motorists at greater risk of 
hitting a patch of ice between 
lanes that may cause a loss of 
control of the vehicle.

overpasses. Bridges, areas 
under them and overpasses 
freeze faster than other road 
surfaces.

cruise control in precipitation 
and freezing temperatures.

As part of North America’s 
largest motoring and leisure 
travel organization, AAA Tide-
water Virginia provides its 
more than 325,000 members 
with travel, insurance, finan-
cial and automotive-related 
services.

Winners
continued from page A1

Read it in
the Record!



A3RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

2013 COMING ADVENTURES
APR. 27-MAY 4 HAWAII - CRUISE ON NORWEGIAN’S PRIDE OF AMERICA

7 Nights - Enjoy the tropical paradise of Hawaii. Beautiful 
beaches & spectacular volcanoes.

CHARLESTON & SAVANNAH – MOTORCOACH TOUR
Tours of Historic Charleston & Savannah, lunch at Paula 
Dean’s Lady and Sons Restaurant.

WASHINGTON ZOO EXCURSION - MOTORCOACH
Spend a day of fun with the whole family. Home to 400 
different species of animals.

CASINO MAGIC - CONNECTICUT - MOTORCOACH
Foxwood’s Casino Magic~ largest casino in the world. 
Visit to Submarine Museum.

BERMUDA CRUISE - ROYAL CARIBBEAN’S 
GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
Enjoy pink sand beaches and turquoise surf. Roundtrip 
motorcoach from Kilmarnock to Baltimore.

ALASKA - “THE GREAT LAND” HOLLAND AMERICA’S 
MS STATENDAM CRUISE TOUR
Observe wildlife, pan for gold, & marvel at the glaciers.

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE - “COUNTRY MUSIC 
CAPITAL OF THE WORLD”
6 Day-5 Nights Motorcoach Tour. Performances at the 
“Grand Ole Opry”, with additional tours.

MAY 7-10

MAY 18

JUNE 25-27

JUL. 26-AUG. 2

AUG. 27-SEP. 8

OCT. 13-18

CHRISTMAS AT THE BILTMORE ESTATE-MOTORCOACH
Tours of the Spectacular Holiday Decorated Biltmore 
Estate.

MYRTLE BEACH-MOTORCOACH TOUR
Southern Holiday Festival of Shows

NOV. 12-15

DEC. 10-12

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

CALL FOR DETAILS

Hi, I’m Bentley!
572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578

www.bentleysgrille.com

Join us for
Lunch & Dinner - Monday - Saturday

Reservations accepted

Premier Wine Dinner 
Monday, February 11, 2013

www.Bentleys Grille

           March 1st and receive a
25% discount

25% OFF

LIVELY—Cougar sightings, once very rare in the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, are becoming 
more commonplace. 

Jo Crighton of Lancaster spotted a cougar on 
Christmas night crossing White Chapel Road a few 
miles southwest of Lively near the intersection with 
River Road. 

“He was about 150 pounds and I’d call him wheat-
colored,” said Crighton. “When I got home I looked 
it up and found out he goes by cougar or mountain 
lion or several other names.”

Crighton said there is no doubt in her mind the 
animal she saw bolting across the highway and 
across a field was a cougar. She got a good look. 

She wanted to call and report the sighting to offi-
cials in Lancaster County but couldn’t find a phone 
number for the proper authorities. A neighbor sug-
gested calling any number at the courthouse and 
reporting it. 

“I called the county and the lady I talked to said 
she had a bear in her backyard,” laughed Crighton. 

A cougar was sighted recently in the area west 
of Urbanna by three different people. Another has 
been reported in Gloucester County.

Crighton said she’d heard rumors that a cougar had 
recently been killed by a farmer in Essex County. 

“I think it’s kind of surprising to know they are 
in the area,” she said. “It’s a public service to let 
people know they are around here and where they 
are.”

According to the Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries website, the typical length of a 
cougar is 5 to 9 feet. The cat, also known as a moun-
tain lion, puma or panther, usually weighs between 
100 and 200 pounds. 

They are known to inhabit mountains and hard-
wood forests but may also be found in swamps.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against six individuals.

A Kilmarnock area woman, 
27, was charged January 14 
with probation violation in 
Northumberland County.

A New South Road man, 31, 
was charged January 15 with 
violation of probation.

A Lively area man, 31, was 
charged January 16 with viola-
tion of the community correc-
tions act in a King & Queen 
County case. 

A Mollusk area man, 20, 
was charged January 18 with 
failure to appear in court in a 
Richmond County case.

A Kamps Lane man, 48, 
was charged January 18 with 
making threatening telephone 
calls. 

A Mollusk area man, 31, was 
charged January 19 with fail-
ure to appear in court in a Nor-
thumberland County case. 
Activity report

January 14:  Staff checked 
on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed). 
Staff responded with Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to a 
single-vehicle traffic crash on 
Campbell Road, to a trespass 
complaint on Ocran Road, 
and to a disturbance call in 
the 1400 block of Windmill 
Point Road. Staff notified 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) of a 
downed tree blocking Tomlin 
Trace and received a property 
owner’s report of an adrift 
canoe that has been secured 
to her dock pending claim by 
its owner.  

January 15:  Members of the 
narcotics task force executed a 
search warrant for a metham-
phetamine lab at a home in the 
1200 block of Weems Road.  
Due to the extremely hazard-
ous nature of any meth lab 
operation, personnel from the 
Virginia Department of Emer-
gency Management assisted in 
the case.  The residence was 
declared unsafe for occupation 
by the county building official 
until such time as the property 

is treated to remove all traces 
of chemicals involved in the 
manufacture of crystal meth-
amphetamine.  The cost of the 
cleanup is at the expense of 
the property owner.  No arrests 
were made immediately; the 
case will be presented to the 
multijurisdictional drug grand 
jury on January 23. 

Staff also responded to a 
shots fired complaint in the 
area of Levelfields Lane, to a 
trespass complaint on Kamps 
Lane (no criminal incident 
involved), with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to a 
medical emergency in the 1400 
block of Windmill Point Road, 
and with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a possi-
ble runaway juvenile on North 
Main Street (local juvenile 
was returned home; juvenile 
intake officer notified). Staff 
checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), 
received a walk-in report of 
the theft of a motor vehicle, a 
walk-in complaint of an assault 
by threat (magistrate declined 
to issue warrant) and attempted 
to locate the source of an E911 
disconnect call in the area of 
Rappahannock Drive (address 
listed does not exist). 

January 16:  Staff responded 
to a domestic destruction of 
property complaint on Lum-
berlost Road ($20 loss), with 
EMS to a medical emergency 
on Shelton Drive, to an E911 
disconnect call on Morattico 
Road (telephone line prob-
lem), with White Stone Police 
Department to the area of the 
1500 block of Windmill Point 
Road on a complaint of a sus-
picious person going door to 
door, and to an assault by threat 
complaint in the 10000 block 
of River Road; and received 
a domestic complaint from a 
Wilson Lane resident (no crim-
inal incident involved). 

January 17:  Staff responded 
to an E911 disconnect call 
on Rappahannock Drive (no 
emergency services needed), 
to a vandalism complaint on 
Second Street  ($105 loss), 
to a suspicious vehicle com-

plaint in the Lancaster Shores 
subdivision, with KPD to a 
disturbance call in the parking 
lot on Old Fairgrounds Way, 
to an E911 disconnect call on 
Millpond Road (telephone line 
problem), with VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash near River 
and Western Branch roads, and 
with EMS to medical emer-
gencies in the 5400 block of 
Irvington Road, the 1400 block 
of Windmill Point Road, and an 
alarm on Coppedge Farm Road 
(subject had fallen outside of 
the home and activated the per-
sonal alarm).

Staff received a walk-in com-
plaint involving parking on pri-
vate property, received a tele-
phone fraud complaint from a 
Courtney Lane resident (caller 
said the complainant had won 
$700,000  for paying the elec-
tric bill on time, but needed to 
pay a processing fee to claim 
the winnings; the complainant 
recognized the call was bogus); 
and notified Northumberland 
authorities of a reported bur-
glary in the 1500 block of Craw-
fords Corner Road. The school 
resource officer responded to a 
juvenile behavioral problem at 
LHS.     

January 18:  Staff received 
a fraud report from a Mollusk 
area resident ($2,700 loss; 
caller advised complainant’s 
grandchild was in jail in a for-
eign country, funds needed for 
legal counsel), received a van-
dalism report from a member 
of the White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department (WSVFD) 
(ground damaged by four-
wheeling on event playing 
field, $1,000; damage to private 
residential property near Beach 
Road and Shady Lane, $250), 
and responded to a noise viola-
tion complaint on Cherry Point 
Drive.  

January 19:  Staff responded 
to a noise violation complaint 
in the 1900 block of Wind-
mill Point Road, investigated a 
suspicious person in the 1800 
block of Windmill Point Road, 
checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made 
(EMS dispatched, possible 
stroke involved), responded 

Cougar spotted recently in the Lively area
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

SHERIFF’S REPORT
to an E911 disconnect call in 
the 2500 block of Irvington 
Road (child playing with a cell 
phone), met with a complainant 
about an ATM machine retain-
ing a bank card, and received a 
burglary report from the 1500 
block of Harris Road (Playsta-
tion III, Sony DVD player, LG 
blue ray disc player, G.E. micro-
wave oven, love seat, window 
and door; $1,350 loss). 

January 20:  Staff investi-
gated the occupants of a sus-
picious vehicle parked in the 
800 block of Irvington Road, 
responded to the area of Mary 
Ball and Long Lane Farm on a 
bicyclist’s complaint of being 
struck by an object thrown 
from a vehicle, responded to a 
sudden/unattended death in the 
3100 block of Lara Road, and 
responded to an E911 discon-
nect call on Magnolia Circle 
(children recently learned how 
to call 911). 

January 21:  Staff responded 
to a suspicious person/vehicle 
complaint in the area of Old 
Orchard.

Staff also conducted 12 traf-
fic stops during the week, issued 
three summonses, assisted six 
motorists, reported one deer 
strike, handled two requests 
for traffic control, investigated 
eight alarms, logged two inmate 
transports and fielded two calls 
for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
traffic crash on Campbell Road, 
to a possible gas leak on North 
Main Street and with the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment to a fire alarm on Harris 
Drive.

The White Stone firemen 
also assisted EMS with a call 
on Shelton Drive.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a traffic crash on River and 
Western Branch roads, and with 
the Fairfields Volunteer Fire 
Department to a kitchen appli-
ance fire on Beanes Road.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Again this year on January 19th Stratford 
Hall Plantation celebrated the birthday of 

Robert E. Lee with an open house that fea-
tured the newly restored Federal Period draw-
ing room. Last year the room was in progress, 
and the visitors had the opportunity to see 
how it was coming along, and this year the 
resplendent result was a great joy to behold.

The mansion already was a venerable struc-
ture of some 60 years when General Light-
horse Harry Lee, the father of Robert E. Lee, 
undertook to make some “improvements.” In 
a corner of a small room next to the parlor he 
installed a winding staircase, which regretta-
bly the architectural historian Fiske Kimball 
removed after the Robert E. Lee Memorial 
Association acquired the property and com-
missioned him to return the house to what he 
envisioned to have been its eighteenth-century 
appearance.

Fortunately, the parts of the staircase 
wound up in storage and the Directors have 
re-installed it following Lighthorse Harry’s 
design. Moving next to the parlor, they metic-
ulously had the paint of the room scrutinized 
and analyzed to determine its original color. 
They have put back the cast plaster swag-and-

jabot crown molding, and removed the nine-
teenth-century window seats. 

The effect is captivating, in part because 
the room reflects the current theory of historic 
home visitation whereby the guests have the 
opportunity to enter the room and enjoy the 
sense of actually being there, rather than look-
ing across a barrier, an experience akin to look-
ing at pictures in a coffee table book. With the 
parlor restored, and with several other of the 
mansion’s rooms, the new approach to partici-
patory historic preservation is both refreshing 
and educational. 

One of the parlor’s most interesting archi-
tectural features is the chair rail, the banding 
around the room that served the purpose of 
keeping the crest rails of wooden chairs from 
bumping into the plaster and thereby caus-
ing dents and scratches. At Stratford Hall the 

Lighthorse Harry Lee chair rail is in what the 
curators call a “birthday candle” motif. The 
banding that surrounds the room and crosses 
through the mantel is punctuated with a perfo-
ration that resembles a birthday cake candle, 
or an upside-down exclamation mark. I have 
not seen it anywhere else.

The paint analysis that I referenced above, 
led to new colors for the room that replicate 
those of 200 years ago. The lower woodwork, 
including the chair rail, is in a shade of oyster 
white, whereas the upper plaster walls are in a 
yellow green. The docent told us that the cor-
rect term for that color is “vivid green”, and 
vivid it is. The brushing manifests the mixture 
of the yellow and the green, and gives the visi-
tor not only the coloring of the period, but the 
method of application as well.

This year for the festivities the Plantation 
also featured a one-day visit from the Virginia 
Civil War History Mobile. It is a large tractor 
trailer equipped with a visual passage through 
some of the more important events of the War. 
The visitor begins in a small space that sets 
the scene of the Battle of the Wilderness. That 
room ends with a letter from a dying son to his 
widowed father, quite moving and authentic.

The next room offers hands-on opportuni-
ties to learn about how individuals from all 
walks of life experienced the conflict. It is a 
personal tour through their lives replete with 
photographs and drawings, and written texts 
of their experiences. The final room gives the 
balance sheet of those who came ahead as a 
result of the War and those whose fortunes 
fell. 

The Civil War Mobile is touring across the 
Commonwealth, stopping often to afford the 
public this unique possibility to deepening 
knowledge of the conflict. It is always free, 
and well worth the visit. The stop at Robert 
E. Lee’s birthplace seemed especially appro-
priate. 

Stratford Hall stands today as one of Vir-
ginia’s greatest cultural icons, and one of the 
resplendent jewels in the Northern Neck’s 
historic crown. I long have said that every 
child in school should visit it, as the experi-
ence always teaches the essence of our his-
toric past. My parents first took me there as 
a schoolboy, and I have returned scores of 
times, always departing with new knowledge 
and a more refined understanding of that part 
of Virginia’s and our Nation’s history.

At Stratford Hall the Light-
horse Harry Lee chair rail is 
in what the curators call a 
“birthday candle” motif.

Focal Point

Bold and beautiful

Photo by Cary N. D. Fishburne

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
RRecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

(Reprints from the January 17, 1913, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Caught On The Fly
Mrs. Ellie Richardson returned to her home 

in Kilmarnock on Tuesday after a two week’s 
stay with Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Hudgins, at Port 
Haywood. Rev. J. C. Walker recently returned 
from a trip to the Northern Neck.—Mathews 
Journal

First officer James W. Gresham, of steamer 
Lancaster, is in charge of that boat while Capt. 
Burrus is off duty and is being complimented 
on all sides for his efficiency. Capt. Gresham’s 
many friends along the Rappahannock would 
delight in seeing him made permanent com-
mander of one of the steamers.

Mr. J. B. Brillhart, of Fleeton, is at Catawba 
for treatment. His many friends trust he will 
soon be fully restored to health. Miss Edith 
Buck, the popular teacher of Emmerton school, 
returned from her home at Weems on Saturday 
last, where she had been to spend the Christ-
mas holidays.—N. N. News

White Stone
Miss Mary Gurley Dix, who has been visit-

ing her cousin, Miss Gertrude Hall, for some 
time, left for her home in Washington Sunday 
night.

The White Stone Auxillary to the W. F. M. S. 
will hold its regular monthly meeting Friday, 
January 17th, at the home of Mrs. R. R. Dun-
away. The officers who were elected  at the last 
meeting will be installed at this meeting, and a 
full attendance is earnestly desired.

Charles Brooks and daughter, Miss Norma, 
of Mathews, are visiting relatives here. 

Mrs. Chas. A. Hall has been sick for quite a 
while, but is up again.

Dr. W. M. Kirk is slightly indisposed.
Mrs. Grace Gresham and children spent 

Wednesday with Mrs. G. E. Dunton, at Dun-

tons.
Thomas Yerby, of Baltimore, arrived Monday 

to visit friends and relatives here. Mr. Yerby 
expects to move here before long to reside.

Ocran
Capt. J. F. Bellows is out, after several day’s 

indisposition.
Miss Cora Knighton, of Washington, is on 

an extended visit to Mrs. H. R. Humphreys.

Iberis
The little son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hutton 

fell off the arm of  a rocking chair some time 
ago and broke his arm. The broken bones were 
set by Dr. Oldham.

Rev. J. C. Harry preached a very good 
sermon last Sunday afternoon at White Marsh. 
Mr. Harry has been in this section this week 
looking after his work and visiting members.

Mr. and Mrs. S. O. Lowery spent a part of 
last week in Richmond county.

Miss Maggie Webb visited friends here last 
week.

Miss Lizzie Davis, of Southwest Virginia, 
arrived last week to spend a while with her 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. John R. Davis, near 
Merry Point.

Weems
Mrs. B. G. Doggett, whose health has not 

been the best, is slightly improved.
Mrs. S. R. Haydon and S. J. Hughes were 

at Coan from Friday until Sunday of the past 
week, called there by the death of their father, 
Mr. Joseph Hughes.

Frank Atkins, who for quite a number of 
years has been on one of the Government ships, 
was a guest of his brother, Lou Atkins, at this 
place recently.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

A few weeks ago Lancaster 
Schools hosted a wrestling 
tournament.

One of the local rescue 
squads had volunteers in atten-
dance. These tournaments 
usually last the whole day 
and they sacrificed their time 
during such a busy season of 
the year. As a parent it is some-
times hard to have the time to 
attend an all-day tournament, 
but these wonderful, dedicated 
volunteers gave of their time 
freely and happily.

My son was injured during 
the tournament and the EMTs 
did a wonderful job taking care 
of him.

Casey Newsome,
Burgess

Volunteers 
acknowledged

Do you know where your 
children are? Well, here’s a 
heads-up for you to consider 
where you may not want them 
to be.

Over the river in Middlesex 
Clounty are two very discon-
certing shops. One is a place 
to smoke all manner of ‘legal’ 
tobacco/herbal products while 
being entertained with video 
games and movies.

The other fills its shelves 
with all manner of tobacco 
products and all manner of 
pipes, bongs and hookahs to 
smoke them in, including por-
nographically designed pipes, 
too vile to describe in a family 
paper. 

When I confronted the clerk 
about my alarm over all of the 
drug paraphernalia, he insisted 
I not refer to it as such. “Sure 
it’s not…wink, wink,” said I. 

As I continued to peruse what 
I would call a “Den of Iniq-
uity” I continued to express my 
dismay. I was asked to leave. 

Upon leaving, I spotted 
a Middlesex County Sher-
iff ’s Department vehicle and 
availed myself the opportunity 
to register my complaint. The 
deputy affirmed my concerns 
and stated that he attended a 
call where a gentleman had to 
be assisted after having passed 
out in his truck from smoking 
something-or-other in their 
legal lounge. He also affirmed 
that most of the customer traffic 
comes from Lancaster County. 

There is no “indecency” ordi-
nance in Middlesex County. 
Consequently, there is noth-
ing they can do about shutting 
down this business. The sign 
on one door states you have to 
be 18 or older to enter, but I 
did see on their Facebook page 
they hold gaming tournaments 
in the smoking lounge for kids 
as young as 16.

Anybody else care? Where is 
the church? What will you do?

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Parent alert

With all that is going on in 
this country, it is sad to think 
that people are worrying about 
Steve Bonner having a sign on 
his truck.

Worry about 
the ‘big things’

I didn’t hear anything about 
the truck that was parked in 
Food Lion parking lot with a 
sign on it and Walmart with 
a sign also. For days at a time 
there had been 4x8-foot signs 
stating “Vote for Common-
wealth Attorney,” “Seafood 
Festival,” and “Grace Church 
Yard Sale.”

If those who dislike the sign 
need something to worry about, 
look across from Bonner’s 
Antique Mall at the school.

Every time we hear of mass 
shooting, or violence at and in 
the schools, we say someone 
should have seen a sign or a 
red flag.

There are signs and red flags 
up and waving at this school 
and no one can see them. “Best 
worry about this problem” and 
not Steve Bonner’s truck sign.

Wilson Evans,
Weems

Another mass killing has 
occurred in our country. Pundits 
will try to put themselves into 
the heads of our founding fathers 
and insist they know the original 
intent of the Constitution.

The second amendment to 
the Constitution was ratified on 
December 15, 1791, over two 
centuries ago. Did the framers, 
with their single shot and reload 
technology, envision the modern 
assault weapon with its capabili-
ties?

Most people will agree that the 
thrust of the second amendment 
was for militias to act as security 
to defend communities. What 
part of a well-regulated militia 
do we not understand?

Two problems are the easy 
access to weapons and a broken 
mental health system. We can’t 
deny that the individuals who 
commit these mass murders are 
sick and they need help. Our 
society must provide for them. 
We must also acknowledge that 
there are too many military-style 
weapons in our communities.

If there were a political, eco-
nomical, sociological or psycho-
logical answer to the problem, 
man would have come up with 
it.

No, the answer is easier than 
that. We need more backbone to 
make common-sense gun laws. 
How many more children must 
die before we acknowledge that 
we must place limits on rapid-
fire weapons and large capacity 
ammo clips? Armor piercing 
rounds must be banned. They are 
made for war.

Guns that are kept in the home 
for hunting, target practice and 
protection often become instru-
ments of violence and acciden-
tal shootings. How many more 
deaths must occur before we 
become sick and tired of being 
sick and tired?

The 20 little angels that we 
talk about in Newtown were ter-
rorized, brutalized, butchered and 
riddled with bullets. Some had as 
many as 11 bullet holes. Now is 
the time to support the president’s 
common-sense proposals.

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

Common sense 
gun laws

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
Although poll results released 

recently by the Barna Group 
show “more than half of adults 
say they are very (29%) or 
somewhat (22%) concerned that 
religious freedom in the U.S. will 
become more restricted in the 
next five years,” there is reason 
for hope in Virginia that things 
might turn for the good.

At least two resolutions are 
before the General Assembly 
seeking Constitutional amend-
ments to expand or preserve reli-
gious freedom, and return prayer 
to schools and other public 
places.

The first, introduced by Sen. 
Charles W. Carrico Sr. of Galax, 
calls for an addition to Article 1, 
Section 12, of the Virginia Con-
stitution, regarding freedom of 
speech and of the press.

The amendment would add 
this language: “To secure further 
the people’s freedom of speech 
and right to acknowledge God 
according to the dictates of con-
science, neither the Common-
wealth nor its political subdivi-
sions shall pass any law abridg-
ing the people’s right to pray 
and to recognize their religious 
beliefs, heritage, and traditions 
on public property, including 
public school property; however, 
the Commonwealth and its 
political subdivisions, including 
public school divisions, shall not 
compose prayers, nor require any 
person to join in prayers or other 
religious activity.”

The second, introduced by 
Sen. William M. Stanley Jr. of 
Richmond, calls for an addition 
to Article 16, regarding the free 
exercise of religion.

The amendment would add 
this language: “That The Com-
monwealth shall not coerce 
any person to participate in any 
prayer or other religious activity, 
but shall ensure that any person 
shall have the right to pray 
individually or corporately in a 
private or public setting so long 
as such prayer does not result 
in disturbance of the peace or 
disruption of a public meeting or 
assembly; that citizens as well as 
elected officials and employees 
of the Commonwealth and its 
political subdivisions shall have 
the right to pray on government 
premises and public property so 
long as such prayers abide within 
the same parameters placed upon 
any other free speech under simi-
lar circumstances; that the Gen-
eral Assembly and the governing 
bodies of political subdivisions 
may extend to ministers, clergy 
persons, and other individuals 
the privilege to offer invocations 
or other prayers at meetings or 
sessions of the General Assem-
bly or governing bodies; that stu-
dents may express their beliefs 
about religion in written and oral 
assignments free from discrimi-
nation based on the religious 
content of their work; that no stu-
dent shall be compelled to per-
form or participate in academic 
assignments or educational 

 FICTION, continued on page A5
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12-2 pm: Tours of the Center
2-4:30 pm: Demonstrations
(Health Care, iPad, and Green Technology)

5:30 pm: Remarks

President
Elizabeth Hinton Crowther
Invites you to celebrate the

One-Year Anniversary of the

Thursday, January 31, 2013     12-7 pm
Chesapeake Commons Shopping Center

Meet Millie
For Adoption!

She is between 2-3 yrs. old, current on 
shots and heartworm negative.  Millie is 

recovering from motherhood but she will get 
her figure back.  She is a big girl with a big 
heart looking for her forever home.  Please 

contact Joyce Page  -804-462-0091
rexypooh810@kaballero.com

Mention my name!

150 Years Ago: January 1863
In January 1863, President Lincoln 

relieved Union Gen. Burnside of command 
and replaced him with Gen. Joseph Hooker.  
Hooker had been a subordinate of Burnside’s 
during the Battle of Fredericksburg in Decem-
ber, but had also been critical of Burnside’s 
leadership.

The Union army, which had retreated after 
the battle back north across the Rappahannock 
River, remained in that general area in January 
1863. The bulk of Hooker’s troops remained 
in place along the river while some returned to 
Northern Virginia for replenishment and train-
ing.

The year 1862 had been very difficult for the 
Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. The 
army had been nearly continuously engaged: 
in the Battle of the Peninsula in the spring, the 
Battles of Cedar Mountain and Second Manas-
sas in the summer, the Battles of Ox Hill and 
Sharpsburg/Antietam in September, and the 
Battle of Fredericksburg in December. While 
the Confederates were considered the victors 
of these engagements, they suffered staggering 
losses and replacement troops were difficult 
to find. In January 1863, most units remained 
near Fredericksburg in anticipation of renewed 
hostilities in the early spring. 

The 40th Virginia Infantry, comprised mostly 
of local units from Lancaster, Northumberland 
and Richmond counties, made winter quarters 
at Camp Gregg near Moss Neck. During their 
winter rest, soldiers received punishments 
for numerous misdeeds during the past year. 
Privates Harvey and Hutt of Company K, Nor-
thumberland, were convicted of cowardice; 
their punishment included wearing placards 
announcing their behavior. The most serious 
offense was a soldier who had deserted the 1st 
Virginia Infantry then accepted $1,000 pay-
ment to serve as another soldier’s replacement 
in the 47th Regiment.  His sentence of “shoot-
ing to death by musketry in the presence of his 
brigade” was carried out as members of the 
40th and 47th Regiments were forced to watch. 

The 9th Virginia Cavalry, also made up of 
local units, wintered near Occupacia in Essex 
County, west of Tappahannock.  While winter-
ing, they were briefly engaged to support an 
aborted attempt aimed at recapturing Glouces-

ter Point.
While the Confederate and Union armies 

rested for the winter, the Union Navy contin-
ued to patrol the Northern Neck’s rivers and 
creeks and capture blockade runners.  In par-
ticular, Navy officials recognized “Dividing 
Creek, between the mouths of the Rappahan-
nock and Potomac rivers, as a place into which 
vessels with a clearance for Baltimore, but with 
supplies for the rebels, can run.” 

On January 12, the Union “Currituck” 
destroyed a saltworks along Dividing Creek. 
The ship’s commander, Master Linnekin, 
reported:

“From information obtained from a negro, 
I…found a large manufactuary for salt in a 
steam sawmill, owned by a man named Oscar 
Yerby. He has been extensively engaged in sup-
plying Richmond with salt. I sent a party on 
shore…to destroy the works.  They destroyed 
all the kettles, etc., with the exception of the 
boiler, which they were unable to destroy, 
owing to its being heavily bricked round, and 
unless we burned the mill and a large quantity 
of lumber.  I left word for Yerby to discontinue 
the manufacture of salt, otherwise I would raze 
all his buildings to the ground at some future 
day. I also ascertained that vessels run in here 
with contraband goods, very frequently fur-
nishing the inhabitants with all they need.”

The next morning, January 13, Linnekin 
captured the schooner “Hampton” and a canoe 
engaged in smuggling in Dividing Creek. Com-
modore Harwood reported: “The vessel cleared 
(light), ostensibly for the oyster trade, but took 
in her cargo, I am informed at Baltimore. She 
had on board several passengers, who from let-
ters found on board, appear to be persons who 
have been in the habit of passing to and from 
Virginia.”

Linnekin described the ship as “laden with 
a quantity of miscellaneous freight” including 
“a number of small and valuable articles in the 
hold” and a trunk containing “some valuable 
drugs.” There was also a “large quantity of 
documents and money found on the prisoners.” 

This article is provided by the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum & Library and Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee, 
with assistance from Ed Trexler, author of Civil 
War Northern Neck.

Do you remember?
The winter of 1978 brought extended periods of snow, ice and frigid temperatures. Many local 
waterways froze solid, including Henry’s Creek (above), recalls Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn.  “Do you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

Civil War Sesquicentennial

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. 
Friday, January 25, to install 
officers for the next two years. 
The meeting will be held at the 
Bank of Lancaster northside 
branch in Kilmarnock.

 Pastor Dale Bunns of Sharon 
Baptist Church will serve as 
installation official.

Other agenda items will 
include approval of the budget 
for the year, adoption of goals 
and objectives, approval of 
fundraiser projects, reading 
of adopted resolutions and 
an update on Second Chance 
Ministry.

“We are also conducting a 
membership drive for old and 
new members,” said president 
Lloyd N. Hill. 

Lancaster NAACP
will install officers

I hope that you’ve all had 
a pleasant New Year thus far. 
2013 is just a few weeks old, 
and yet we’ve already seen the 
same sort of brinksmanship, 
partisan politics and backroom 
deals in Washington that have 
unfortunately come to define 
this government in recent 
years.

The fiscal cliff deal that 
passed on January 1 was nego-
tiated late at night by just a few 
individuals—hardly the way to 
govern a nation of more than 
300 million people. While I 
have long supported lower 
taxes on Americans and also 
advocated against the looming 
defense cuts known as seques-
tration, I could not support a 
bill that simply kicks the can 
down the road and sets up yet 
another contentious debate 
over our nation’s future in just 
a couple of months, thereby 
extending the uncertainty that 
is inhibiting our nation’s job 
creators.

This whole scene was Wash-
ington at its worst—a debate 
being conducted over televi-
sion sound bytes and secretive 
deals, rather than with trans-
parent, rational discussions 
and exchanges of ideas.

The atmosphere in Washing-
ton lately has been truly frus-
trating, and it’s no wonder that 
Americans hold Congress in 
such low regard.

However, the New Year can 
be a time of opportunity, and 
it is my hope that our nation’s 
elected officials will take 
advantage of this chance to 
lay out a more realistic and 

responsible long-term path 
toward fiscal sustainability. 
And this sense of rejuvenation 
doesn’t have to apply only to 
issues surrounding the fiscal 
cliff. Congress will address 
many important issues over the 
coming year, and it is critical 
that these matters be consid-
ered in terms of what will help 
our nation going forward into 
the future.

I was sworn in as a new 
member of the 113th Congress 
on January 4, and my grand-
daughter Morgan joined me 
for the occasion. Her presence 
here in the Capitol Building 
reminded me just how critical 
each decision is. The actions of 
today’s Congress will undoubt-
edly affect Morgan and the 
rest of her generation, and I 
am dedicated to ensuring that 
all of our children and grand-
children are able to experience 
even better opportunities than 
my generation had.

As I address the significant 
issues facing our nation during 
2013, I hope that you will all 
continue to keep in touch. 
Whether you’re posting com-
ments on Facebook, tweet-
ing about particular bills that 
interest you, calling my office 
to convey your thoughts, or 
simply reading this post each 
week, your interaction and 
ideas are always valuable to 
me as I serve the First District. 
Thank you for your participa-
tion in 2012, and please con-
tinue to engage as 2013 con-
tinues.

Rep. Rob Wittman repre-
sents the First District of Vir-

ginia. He serves on the House 
Natural Resources Committee 
and the House Armed Services 
Committee where he is the 
Chairman of the Oversight and 
Investigations Subcommittee. 

He can be reached at 202-
225-4261, www.wittman.
house.gov, www.youtube.com/
user/RobWittman, www.face-
book.com/reprobwittman, or 
www.twitter.com/RobWittman.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

presentations that violate his 
religious beliefs; that the Com-
monwealth shall ensure public 
school students their right to free 
exercise of religious expression 
without interference, as long as 
such prayer or other expression 
is private and voluntary, whether 
individually or corporately, and 
in a manner that is not disrup-
tive and as long as such prayers 

or expressions abide within the 
same parameters placed upon 
any other free speech under 
similar circumstances; and, to 
emphasize the right to free exer-
cise of religious expression, that 
all free public schools receiving 
state appropriations shall display, 
in a conspicuous and legible 
manner, the text of the Bill of 
Rights of the Constitution of 
the United States; but this sec-
tion shall not be construed to 
expand the rights of prisoners 
in state or local custody beyond 
those afforded by the laws of 
the United States, excuse acts 

of licentiousness, or justify 
practices inconsistent with the 
good order, peace or safety of 
the Commonwealth or with the 
rights of others.

It was noted that this proposed 
amendment is based on a provi-
sion in the Missouri Constitution 
approved by voters August 7, 
2012.

Both resolutions were referred 
to the Senate Committee on 
Privileges and Elections, where 
they were assigned to the sub-
committee on constitutional 
amendments, reapportionment 
and referenda.

Fiction or Fact
continued from page A4
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SAN DIEGO, CALIF—John 
Walker of San Diego, Calif., 
in association with Rock for 
Research and The American 
Cancer Society, has organized 
a benefit concert and silent 
auction to raise funds in honor 
of his mother, the late Ferne 
Walker-Bernhardt of White 
Stone and Dr. William Shoe-
maker of San Diego.

The event will be held at the 
Marriott Del Mar, Grand Ball-
room at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, 
January 26.

Mrs. Walker-Bernhardt died 
of cancer in January 2012. She 
was a former partner in Chesa-
peake Boat Basin Inc. in Kil-
marnock, a member of Grace 
Episcopal Church, the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolu-
tion, the Lettice Lee Chapter 
of the Colonial Dames of the 
XVII Century and the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. She also was 
active in the Lancaster County 
Little League, the Chesapeake 
Academy Patrons and Parents 
Association and the Landing 
Home Owners Association.

“She was an amazing 
woman, who worked hard 
for her community and was 
involved in many, many orga-
nizations right until the day she 

went to the hospital, thinking 
she was coming right home,” 
said Walker. 

Dr. Shoemaker died of pan-
creatic cancer in April 2012. 
He was a prominent orthope-
dic surgeon, beloved by the 
San Diego community.

“He had also become a close 
personal friend over the last 10 
years as a client and I’ve gotten 
to know his family quite well,” 
said Walker. “He was a music 
junkie, loved to play and col-
lect guitars and I had the privi-
lege of mentoring him some 
through the years on guitar.”

In an effort to re-direct his 
energy regarding their passing, 
Walker started the nonprofit 

Winning ticket
On January 10,  the Lancaster Education Foundation held a 
drawing for four Landmark Theater tickets and $250 spending 
cash. The winner was Eve Jordan. From left, Alicia Carter and 
Margaret Socey draw the winning ticket.

KILMARNOCK—The town 
council will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, January 28, at the town 
hall, 514 North Main Street in 
Kilmarnock. 

Town manager Tom Saunders 
is expected to update council on 
the progress of HB 1390, revi-
sions to the town charter, as it 
makes its way through the Gen-
eral Assembly.

The administration and finance 
committee will recommend that 
council transition away from ver-
batim transcripts of minutes and 
go back to summary minutes, 
since meetings are also recorded 
and videotaped.

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors meets Thursday, 
January 31, in the board meeting 
room at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road in Lancaster. The meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m.

WEEMS—The Lancaster 
school board will hold a 
workshop on Thursday, Janu-
ary 31, to discuss possible cap-
ital improvement projects for 
fiscal year 2014.

The workshop begins at 5 
p.m. at the school board office, 
2330 Irvington Road.

■ EMT course
The Middlesex County Vol-

unteer Rescue Squad will offer 
the Virginia Emergency Medical 
Technician course February 12 
through June 27 at the Deltaville 
Rescue Squad. Classes will be 
held from 7 to 10 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. several Saturdays.

There is no charge for the 
course. Students are respon-
sible for the cost of textbooks, 
National Registry testing and 
class expenses which total some 
$165. To register for the class, 
contact instructors Sal or Lorie 
Messina at 776-6606, or lorie@
va.metrocast.net.  

WHITE STONE—The Rappahannock Garden 
Club (RGC) recently held its first 2013 board 
meeting at the home of president Ann Burgess.

Officers and committee chairmen discussed 
plans for the upcoming year, reported publicity 
chair Margie Redlin.

Program chair Sandra Harris announced an 
exciting list of speakers for the monthly lec-
tures. Yearbook chair Robin Perks requested 
committee chairmen and members update any 
changes for the yearbook by February 1.

Club membership, with eight new members, 

totals 49 active members, 10 associate members 
and 12 emeritus members.

A motion to exhibit food gardens as a sepa-
rate unit was presented, discussed, voted and 
agreed to by the members present, said Redlin.

Horticulture chair Bonnie Schaschek will 
make changes for the yearbook.

The next club meeting will be March 14 at the 
Grace Episcopal Church in Kilmarnock. The 
Piedmont District meeting will be March 18 
at the Holiday Inn Koger South Conference 
Center in Richmond.

From left are (front row) Judy Ripley, Mary Ellen Swarts, Loretta Borostovik, Ann Burgess and 
Sandra Harris; (next row) Mary Ann McKay, Anne Skerrett, Ann Hecht, Marty Wilson and Mary 
Jacobs; (next row) Barbara Pulling, Robin Perks and Bonnie Schaschek.

Garden club holds planning session

West Coast benefit will honor
the late Ferne Walker-Bernhardt

Fern Walker-Bernhardt

Proceeds go to
cancer research

Rock for Research.
“After years of being a musi-

cian, playing in bands and 
being well connected with the 
music scene here in Dan Diego, 
I knew I had the means to put 
something together,” he said. 
“Since I can’t bring her back, I 
wanted to at least help make a 
dent in the research to stop this 
from happening again.”

One of Dr. Shoemaker’s gui-
tars is among the silent auction 
items. His family has donated 
his mint condition American 
Deluxe Fender HSS Strato-
caster, valued at $2,000.

Bands will include VIVA!, 
a tribute to Santana; Hemi-
spheres, a tribute to Rush; 
Shifter; Wag Halen; and Col-
lBandLuke. 

Walker noted 100% of the 
proceeds from the event will 
go directly to the American 
Cancer Society, earmarked for 
research. His goal is to raise 
$50,000.

Those in the Kilmarnock area 
wishing to make a donation in 
memory of Mrs. Walker-Bern-
hardt may go to www.rockfor-
research.eventbrite.com and 
make a “non-attending” ticket 
donation.

Checks also may be writ-
ten to Rock for Research and 
mailed to John Walker at A/V 
Consulting, 10897 Portobelo /
Drive, San Diego, CA 92124.

Make way for Spring and Enjoy!

Great Sale at Interior Innovations in 
White Stone, Va. (next to the pharmacy)

January 24 – February 16
Nancy Myers invites you to enjoy up to 40% 

discounts on selected Company C Floor 
samples including area rugs in all sizes, pil-

lows, throws, and furniture!

 Plus store wide sales on art, lamps, 
accessories, bedding, and case goods!

This sale will be unique as we will help you solve your  “Design Dilemmas” when you arrive!

This is a wonderful opportunity to bring your fabrics, paint colors, wall colors, etc., and Nancy or  
Leisa will personally  help you make a huge difference in your room while offering great savings! 

Do not miss it - You will be thrilled you came to this unique SALE! 

Both Nancy and Leisa look forward to reviewing your projects. 
See you at 410 Chesapeake Drive, White Stone, Va. 804-435-1257 (next to pharmacy) Parking easy!

We love a challenge so bring us your problems and we will energize your
space with all of our colorful  and affordable options! 

With this ad receive an extra 10% off! Can’t wait to make a “Difference  in your Design!”

Raffle
Enter to win 

1 of 2 fabulous 
packages!

Each package includes local restaurant gift 
certificates, theatre tickets and wine tasting!

Ticket for 1 package $25
Tickets for both packages $40

Drawings held at Town Hall, March 6th • 1:00 pm 
* need not be present to win *

Only 250 tickets available • See board 
members or call 462-0881 for tickets
Supporting businesses: Nate’s Trick Dog Cafe, 

Eckhards, CarWash Cafe, Cafe Mojo, Willaby’s, Seven 
Martini Bar & Restaurant, Sandpiper, Ingleside Winery, 

Bentley’s Grill, Lancaster Tavern, River Market,
 KC’s Crabs & Ques, Luna, Arnest Seafood, 

Walgreens, Westmoreland Players

Virginia Secretary of Health 
and Human Resources Dr. Bill 
Hazel and the Virginia Founda-
tion for Healthy Youth (VFHY) 
recently announced youth 
smoking rates in Virginia have 
plummeted to the lowest point 
in a decade.

The percentage of high 
school students in Virginia 
who are regular smokers has 
declined by more than 55% 
from 28.6% in 2001 to 13% in 
2011, according to the results 
of the latest Virginia Youth 
Tobacco Survey. Nationally, an 
estimated 18.1% of high school 
students are regular cigarette 
smokers, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) National 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
(YRBS).

Smoking among Virginia 
middle school students declined 
by more than 70% during the 
same period, from 10.6% in 
2001 to 3% in 2011.

Secretary Hazel made the 

Survey shows decline in youth tobacco use
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announcement during VFHY’s 
fourth annual Virginia Healthy 
Youth Day celebration on the 
grounds of the Virginia State 
Capitol, where more than 450 
area school children gathered 
for a celebration of healthy 
lifestyles. 

Gov. Bob McDonnell 
praised the milestone achieve-
ment, saying, “The Virginia 
Foundation for Healthy Youth 
and Secretary Hazel should be 
commended for their excellent 
work in reducing youth smok-
ing rates and improving public 
health. Instilling the values of 
a healthy lifestyle in the next 
generation is incredibly impor-
tant and I applaud Secretary 
Hazel, the VFHY and all those 
involved in this significant 
effort.”

 “The Virginia Foundation 
for Healthy Youth has made 
remarkable achievements in 
its efforts to keep kids from 
smoking in the past 10 years,” 
said Hazel. “We have made 
great strides in lowering the 
rate of youth smokers and I 
look forward to continuing our 
work with VAFHY and build-
ing on our success.”

 “We are thrilled that tobacco 
use among Virginia’s youth 
continues to be on the decline,” 
said VFHY executive director 
Marty Kilgore. “The Virginia 
Youth Tobacco Survey results 
show that tobacco preven-
tion works, and that Virginia’s 
kids are choosing healthy life-
styles. However, because new 
students are constantly reach-
ing the at-risk age for becom-
ing regular smokers, we must 
remain vigilant.”

 More than 2,600 public 
middle school and high school 
students were surveyed during 
2011 for this biennial state-
wide study. Students were 
asked about topics including 
their tobacco use; accessibility 
of tobacco products; attitudes 
toward tobacco use and adver-
tising; and other factors such 
as secondhand smoke expo-
sure.

 The Virginia Youth Tobacco 
Survey is conducted in cooper-
ation with Virginia Common-
wealth University’s Survey 
and Evaluation Research Lab-
oratory (SERL) and Commu-
nity Health Research Initiative 
(CHRI).

Contact your legislators 
and let them know you 
want to continue to see 
public notices regarding 
government functions 
in your community 
newspaper—Because you 
have a right to know.

General Assembly 
Building, Room 809
Capitol Square
Richmond, VA 23219
698-1099
DelMRansone@house.
virginia.gov

General Assembly 
Building, Room 314
Capitol Square
Richmond, VA 23219
698-7504
district04@senate.virginia.gov

General Assembly 
Building, Room 305
Capitol Square
Richmond, VA 23219
698-7258
district28@senate.virginia.gov


