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Graduate projects to benefit
White Stone approved at VCU
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—Town manager Patrick Frere told council last
Thursday that two proposed graduate
projects to beneﬁt White Stone were
recently approved.
Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) graduate students Beau
Hubbard and Andrea-Nicole Pruett
are each seeking a master’s degree in
urban and regional planning and are
focusing their graduate projects on
development in White Stone.
Frere said he went to VCU December 11 to meet with the two students
and their advisory panels.
“Both project proposals were
reviewed and accepted,” said Frere,
who plans to invite Pruett and Hubbard to council’s February meeting.
According to Frere, the projects will
be used in the revision of the town’s
comprehensive plan and both should
be completed by May.
Hubbard’s project will focus on
the property east of Rappahannock
Drive and north of Chesapeake Drive,
according to Frere. He will evaluate
the existing usage and possible future
land use of an undeveloped tract.

Pruett is focusing on the existing
commercial corridors, evaluating the
existing zoning ordinance and making
recommendations on changes to the
commercial district of the zoning ordinance, said Frere. Additionally, she
will look at uses for existing vacant
commercial properties, the pedestrian
and trafﬁc ﬂow in White Stone and
need for off-street parking.
In other business, councilman
Randy Reeves asked if council could
investigate purchasing a generator for
the town ofﬁce. By consensus, council
agreed to have Frere check into any
available grants for such a purchase.
Reeves also gave the police chief’s
report for absent Chief Cliff Dawson.
According to the report, the town has
received $3,768.05 in ﬁnes for the
ﬁscal year, which is already “a little
over 50% of what we have budgeted
for the year,” said Mayor Lloyd B.
Hubbard.
During the town manager’s report,
Frere told council the White Stone
Business Association recently held
elections for 2013. Ofﬁcers are president Carrie Barrack, vice president
Connie Henderson, treasurer Teresa
Gill and secretary Ginger Philbrick.

Lancaster band performs at BCS title game
Members of Lancaster High School’s Marching Red Devils Band gather above with other high school musicians
during practice for the halftime performance at the BCS National Championship game at Miami’s Sun Life
stadium on January 7. The LHS band headed to Florida on a 20-hour bus ride January 3 and were scheduled to
return in the early morning hours yesterday. The band performed alongside the Miami Sound Machine before a
crowd of more than 80,000 during halftime of the Alabama-Notre Dame title game. The Crimson Tide walked
away with a 42-14 win over the Fighting Irish. Photo by Donna McGrath

Northumberland administrator previews 2013 projects
from the public about procedures, equipment needs and access to the buildings.
“I was pleased to learn that the classrooms at the elementary school all
have a phone in the classroom and they
can even dial 911,” said Gates. “We’re
doing everything that we can to look at
our schools’ situation to see if there are
any updates we can do. You’ll probably
hear some things in our budget, some
suggestions about updates and trying
to reassure parents that we are doing
everything to keep our students safe.”

by Shannon Rice
HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland
County administrator Kenny Eades last
week offered citizens a heads-up on
projects they should expect to see in the
coming year.
Included in the list of undertakings
are the emergency services radio system
upgrade, building improvements to the
sheriff’s department, a decision on
the disposition of the old high school,
zoning updates, the comprehensive plan
and the reassessment.
Projects that should see completion
in 2013 include the reassessment, the
Light Street project and the ﬁnal engineering stages of the Reedville sanitary
district upgrade, said Eades.
MetroCast will start running ﬁber
optic lines for improved cable and internet in the near future, he added
“They’re (MetroCast) telling everybody they should be turning on homes
in August,” said Eades.
On the ﬁnancial side of things,
Eades noted that end-of year construction totaled $21 million, a $5.7 million
decrease from the previous year. Eades
said this follows a downward trend of
the past few years.
Alluding to budget planning, Eades
said, “I’ve got a feeling it’s going to be a
rough year in the General Assembly …
As far as the county’s concerned, I think

Hearings

County administrator Kenny Eades

we’re in good ﬁnancial shape and I hope
that continues.”

Schools
Superintendent of schools Rebecca
Gates addressed school safety concerns
in the wake of the Connecticut school
shooting. Gates said she has been at
the elementary school every day since
the tragic event and noted an increased
police presence at the school buildings the week before the holidays. The
schools have been receiving comments

During the public hearing portion
of the January 3 meeting, the board
voted to carry over once again a request
from Patrick Boone, Cheryl Karcic and
Maurice Johnson for a conditional use
permit to establish a tourist home at 150
East Harbour Drive near Sunnybank.
The board tabled the request last
month in hopes that the applicants
might resolve differences of opinion on
tourist homes with the local homeowners association.
Homeowners association member
Richard Anderson said the subdivision has 65 lots and when the issue of
a tourist home came up, the association
members voted that this not what the
community wants.
Boone however, insists that only 31
property owners out of the 65 lots voted
in favor of an amendment to the HOA’s

Keeping their seats
D

uring a reorganizational session, Ronald Jett retained the Northumberland County Board of Supervisors chairman’s seat following
a motion by District 3 supervisor Jim Long, a second from District 2
supervisor Richard Haynie and a 4-0 vote, with Jett abstaining.
Haynie also retained the vice chairman position following a motion
from District 1 supervisor Joe Self, a second from Long and a 4-0 vote,
with Haynie abstaining.

covenants prohibiting tourist homes. He
claimed that a 2/3 majority is required
for approval of an amendment.
When asked if any headway had
been made between the two parties,
Boone said he attempted to make contact but the HOA board couldn’t meet
because of the holidays. With no progress made towards reconciliation, Self
said the board isn’t ready to make a
decision and then made the carry over
motion.
While Jett, Self and Haynie voted
in favor of the motion, Long and district 4 supervisor Tommy Tomlin were
opposed.
“Honestly, I could support granting
this with the suggested conditions …
covenants are something the board does
not recognize,” said Tomlin. “There
obviously are problems between Mr.
Boone’s possible use of this property
but that’s what you buy into a subdivision for, to enforce a set of restrictive
covenants. That’s not our responsibility. Restrictive covenants can impose

conditions that we cannot or would not
want to (enforce) … To personally vote
not to grant this, I feel would be arbitrary and capricious.”
Tomlin was the odd man out in
another vote which ultimately granted
the Corneil B. Nelson Revocable Trust
an easement to allow a well to remain
on county property at 61 Lodge Landing Road near Callao.
Although the board agreed that the
placement of the well was a good-faith
mistake due to a poor property description in the deed, Tomlin, the only supervisor in opposition to the motion made
by Self, said, “We are stewards of this
property for every citizen in the county.
If somebody drills a well on my property, I’ve got a little concern about that.
I don’t necessarily have a problem with
them using an easement or even a consideration of granting them land for
some minor consideration. I think we
have to make sure people respect our
property boundaries since we are holding it as stewards to others.”

Wanted: ‘Local’ wedding stories
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January dusk
A winter sunset creates a dramatic January sky over the Rappahannock River. Photo by Audrey Thomasson
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id you grow up on a farm and decide to get married in the cow pasture?
Did you spend your summer afternoons at the river and decide to arrive
by boat for your wedding? Or did you just incorporate a little of river country
into your special day by hosting a farm-themed or nautical-themed wedding?
What special touches or elements did you add to your wedding to make it
“local” to the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula?
Send us photographs of your special day along with a 50-word-maximum
description including names of the bride and groom and everyone appearing in the pictures, where the couple was married and what they did to add
a local touch and we may publish it in Bliss, a bridal supplement appearing
soon in the Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel.
The deadline for entry is Monday, January 21. Email photos to the Rappahannock Record at editor@rrecord.com, deliver them to 27 North Main
Street in Kilmarnock, or mail them to the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box
400, Kilmarnock VA 22482.
Photos also may be emailed to the Southside Sentinel at editor@ssentinel.
com, delivered to 276 Virginia Street in Urbanna, or mailed to Southside
Sentinel, P.O. Box 549, Urbanna VA 23175.
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Read it in 2013 General Assembly convenes
the Record!

D

RICHMOND—The 2013
General Assembly convened
yesterday, January 9, at the
State Capitol. The session
continues through February
23 and will reconvene April
3 to consider bills vetoed
by the governor, or bills
returned with recommendations or amendments.
As anticipated, District 99
Del. Margaret B. Ransone of
Kinsale pre-ﬁled a bill to amend and update the
Kilmarnock Town Charter of 1952. Among the
amendments, the bill clariﬁes the duties of the
town manager, mayor and council members.
According to Legislative Information Services, Del. Ransone also pre-ﬁled a bill reorganizing, clarifying and renaming the oyster
replenishment tax system as a system of oyster
resource user fees. Among the changes, the bill
replaces the former price-based replenishment
tax with a volume-based oyster resource user
fee.
She also pre-ﬁled legislation increasing the
penalty for constructing, using, placing, or
sending a hoax explosive device from a Class 6
to a Class 5 felony. District 28 Sen. Richard H.
Stuart pre-ﬁled a similar bill.
The penalty for a Class 5 felony is a term
of imprisonment of not less than one year nor
more than 10 years, or in the discretion of the
jury or the court trying the case without a jury,
conﬁnement in jail for not more than 12 months
and a ﬁne of not more than $2,500, either or
both. For a Class 6 felony, the term of imprisonment can not be more than ﬁve years.
Sen. Stuart also pre-ﬁled a bill regarding
vehicles used by commercial watermen. The
bill provides that a commercial ﬁshermen
who transports boats or other equipment used
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in his work no more than 100
miles between his residence or
business and the seashore and
waters shall not be required to
obtain a registration certiﬁcate,
license plates and decals, or
pay a registration fee for the
boat trailer. The same would
apply for transporting harvested seafood from where it
is ﬁrst brought ashore and his
place of business, or ﬁrst point
of sale. Currently the exemption applies only if
the distance from the shore to a business or ﬁrst
place of sale is no more than 30 miles.
He also pre-ﬁled a measure requiring every
school district in the Commonwealth to coordinate with local law enforcement agencies to
provide at least one school resource ofﬁcer for
every public elementary, middle and high school
within the district. Funding would be provided
through the state general appropriation act and
not by a locality or school board.
Sen. Stuart also pre-ﬁled a resolution commending Lilian Lumber Company Inc. of Northumberland County for 100 years of service.
Other pre-ﬁled legislation of local interest
includes a bill to reduce the membership of the
Rappahannock River Basin Commission from
34 to 32 members, due to redistricting in 2012.
A resolution also has been pre-ﬁled calling for a Constitutional amendment to permit
the governor elected in 2017 and thereafter to
succeed himself in ofﬁce. The proposal would
allow a governor to serve two four-year terms,
either in succession or not, and prohibit a third
term.
Several bills have been pre-ﬁled to eliminate
requirements for local governments to post
public notices regarding meetings and bid proposals in newspapers.

The Agenda
Local Government News
IRVINGTON—The town
council will discuss the
renewal of service contracts
tonight, January 10. The
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
in the town hall on Steamboat
Road.
Other agenda items include
a report by member Gene
Edmonds concerning Irvington town car tags.
LOTTSBURG—The
Northumberland school
board will meet at 6 p.m.
Monday, January 14, at 2172
Northumberland Highway in
Lottsburg.
The board will receive
public input and entertain
preliminary discussions on
the 2013-14 school board
budget.
KILMARNOCK—At
Monday’s meeting, the Lancaster school board is
expected to tackle a policy
revision concerning the public’s access to information
under the Freedom of Information Act. The board will
meet at 6:30 p.m. January 14
in the media center at Lancaster Middle School.
Members will hold a
second reading on the policy
changes. As proposed, when
an individual requests information available to the
public, the division will

stop charging for requests
that result in under $100 per
month of staff time and that
do not result in overtime.
Board member Bob Smart
said charging fees for reasonable requests limits public
access and does not reflect
an accessible organization.
He said staff is already being
paid by taxpayers so additional charges amounts to
double-billing. The schools
could still charge for expenses
such as making copies.
Members also will elect
new officers and adopt the
2013 meeting schedule.
Superintendent Dr. Daniel
Lukich has scheduled six
presentations on topics that
include arts and music, capital improvements and budget
planning for fiscal 2014,
class size, the education plan
for the Technical Center and
minority recruitment.
LANCASTER—County
planners will continue their
discussion of changes to the
comprehensive plan at 7 p.m.
Thursday, January 17.
They plan to ﬁnalize their
review of proposed revisions
to chapter 3, dealing with protection of the county’s potable
water supply, and chapter 5,
public access to navigable
waters in the county.
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Study gives Lancaster high marks for
transparency regarding its annual budget
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WILLIAMSBURG—
According to a recent study by
the non-partisan Virginia Coalition for Open Government
(VCOG), Lancaster County
leads surrounding localities when
it comes to public access to how
tax dollars are being spent.
The test measured how easy
it is for taxpayers to ﬁnd local
budgets online. Lancaster tallied
a score of 45 for a grade of A-.
Fairfax claimed the top spot posting a score of 50 and a grade of
A+.
Across the Commonwealth,
18 localities got As, 43 got Bs, 35
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got Cs, 12 got Ds and 26 failed
the test.
Richmond County scored a
44 for a B+, Northumberland
scored a 37 for a C, Westmoreland scored a 35 for a C, Middlesex scored a 24 for an F.
Researchers visited the websites of the state’s 126 counties
and cities, where they clicked
until they found the annual
budget. They found it took one to
six clicks in all but 15 localities
which did not have any current
budget data online.
Lancaster’s approved budgets
for the past four years are one
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click away from the county’s
home page at www.lancova.com.
“VCOG didn’t just count
clicks,” noted executive director
Megan Rhyne in an introduction
to the survey results. “We also
surveyed the localities for how
easy it was to ﬁnd and follow each
click to the budget. We examined
whether the budget was available
in one comparative document, in
sections or both.
“ We looked at formats and
whether it was searchable by
keyword. We looked at whether
the budget could be found on a
home-page search box or at a site
map.
“We wondered if past budgets
were available and how many. We
searched for content, explanations and summaries.
“And we took note of helpful
information along the way; explanations of the budget process, a
budget calendar, citizen input,
offers of free budget CDs.”
The results were reported in
“How Many Clicks Does It Take
to Get to Your Budget?”
“It’s our hope that localities
and citizens will use this report as
a platform from which to launch
a discussion about how best to
present the budget and other
important public records,” said
Rhyne.
The Knight Foundation and the
National Freedom of Information
Coalition underwrote the study.

Garfield

Orange long-hair w/some white
on tail. Lost at Kilmarnock Vet
Office Dec. 10. If found, please
call 435-0243 or 436-3583.

Lancaster by the Bay Chamber
ofﬁce has moved
downtown, just south of
Bank of Lancaster’s Main Ofﬁce.
Come and visit us at our new
location,129 South Main Street,
Kilmarnock.
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RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

RAL is a proud afﬁliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF
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Alleged armed robbers caught within hours
HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland
County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins commended several law enforcement ofﬁcers working together to solve an alleged
armed robbery in Lottsburg.
At 8:05 p.m. December 31, the Northumberland County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce
received a call from a clerk at the Tobacco
Shop at 2217 Northumberland Highway,
reporting he was just robbed at gun point.
The clerk reported that two black males,
each wearing masks, entered the store
and ordered him to lie on the ﬂoor face
down as they displayed a hand gun, said
Sheriff Wilkins. The two perpetrators ﬂed
the store with cigarettes, an undisclosed
amount of cash, and a quantity of suspected synthetic tobacco-like merchandise. The pair also attempted to take several glass smoking devices but dropped

them as they ﬂed the store.
As the responding deputies processed
the crime scene, two suspects were identiﬁed. A BOLO (be on the look-out) was
issued to all surrounding law enforcement
agencies, containing suspect and vehicle
descriptions, continued Wilkins.
The suspects’ vehicle was located by
the Hampton Police Department. Ofﬁcers
conducted surveillance resulting in the
arrest of the two suspects, he said.
Robert Henry Grifﬁn IV, 27, of Heathsville was charged with robbery, grand
larceny, possession of a ﬁrearm by a convicted felon and wearing a mask to conceal identity. All charges are felonies.
Michael Cornelius Grifﬁn, 22, of
Heathsville was charged with robbery,
use of a ﬁrearm to commit a felony, grand
larceny and wearing a mask to conceal

identity. All charges are felonies.
The suspects are brothers. Both individuals were arrested shortly before midnight, approximately four hours after the
crime, said Wilkins.
On January 1, ofﬁcers from Northumberland County and Hampton conducted
several search warrants that resulted in
recovery of the suspected weapon, a portion of the stolen property along with
other evidence connecting the two Grifﬁn
brothers to the crime, he said.
The Grifﬁn brothers were held in the
Northern Neck Regional Jail without bond
pending arraignment Monday, January 7.
“I want to commend the work of Deputies Joey Thompson, Tommy Lyons and
Turmain Turner along with Major James
Bruce and the Hampton Police Department
for a job well done,” said Wilkins.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett this week
reported charges against four
individuals.

Felony
Virginia D. Montgomery, 41,
of Oak Hill Road was charged
January 1 with ﬁve counts of
felony probation violation.

Misdemeanors
A Hale Drive man, 44, was
charged January 1 with contempt
of a Fairfax County court.
A Lovers Lane man was
charged January 3 with contempt
of a Newport News court.
A Lloyd Lane man, 21, was
charged with contempt of a Northumberland County court.

Activity report
January 1: Staff received
a walk-in report of a teenager
missing curfew (while taking
the report the teenager called
the parent, report withdrawn), an
attempted burglary report from
an Old Orchard Road resident
($250 damages), and a written
threat report from a Gill Road
resident. Staff responded with
Virginia State Police (VSP) to a
single-vehicle trafﬁc crash in the
5100 block of Morattico Road, to
Buzzards Neck Road on a complaint of a juvenile threatening
people with a brick, to a trespass
complaint on Johns Neck Road,
to a noise violation complaint on
Hudnall Lane, and notiﬁed U.S.
Coast Guard Milford Haven Station of a reported kayaker in distress off of Windjammer Lane.
January 2: Staff responded
to a possible burglary in progress
on Lumberlost Trail (no criminal
incident), to the 3200 block of
Weems Road on a child custody complaint (DSS involved),
and with the White Stone Police
Department to a complaint of a
suspicious/disoriented person
wandering in the area (subject
located at Grey’s Point). Staff
notiﬁed the Virginia Department
of Transportation of a downed
stop sign at Mary Ball and Merry
Point roads.
January 3:
Staff began
making random walk-throughs
of the schools per the sheriff’s
standing order, received a report
of a stolen road sign from Whitetail Lane, notiﬁed the property
owner of ponies loose from the
pasture on Beach Road, and
notiﬁed VSP of a possible sex
offender registration violation.
At the request of military authorities, staff contacted a recruit due
to report for basic training. Staff
responded to a suspicious vehicle complaint at Lancaster High
School (vehicle intercepted on

NEWS
BREAKS
N First Aid course
The Kilmarnock-Lancaster
County Volunteer Rescue
Squad will offer CPR & AED
from 6 to 9 p.m. January 23.
Register with Capt. Erik
Brown at kilmarnockrescue@
yahoo.com, or 435-1474.
Classes will be held at the
rescue squad building at 61
Harris Road in Kilmarnock.

N Volunteers needed
American Red Cross chapters serving Lancaster and
Northumberland counties seek
volunteers to help in all types
of disasters, ofﬁce work, blood
drives, events and fundraising.
Training will be provided.
In Lancaster, call the River
Counties Chapter at 435-7669.
In Northumberland, call the
Northumberland County Chapter at 580-4933.
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Merry Point Road, vehicle repair
estimator making report at owner’s request), with Emergency
Medical Services to a medical
emergency on Primrose Path, to
a domestic disturbance on Buzzards Neck Road, to a destruction of mailbox complaint on
Western Branch Road (no criminal incident, Upper Lancaster
Volunteer Fire Department
responsible for repairs), to a disturbance call in the 2500 block
of Irvington Road, and to Chesapeake Drive on a computer trespass/virus/fraudulent message
complaint.
January 4: Staff received a
walk-in complaint of annoying
text messages, notiﬁed the game
warden of trespass by hunters on
Ring Farm Road, and checked
on the well-being of a Keep Safe
program participant after prearranged telephone contact could
not be made (no emergency services needed).
January 5: Staff responded
to a domestic disturbance on
Twin Branch Road, notiﬁed the
game warden of trespass by
hunters on Daniel Drive, and
responded with VSP to a singlevehicle trafﬁc crash at Chinns
Mill.
January 6: Staff responded
to Shalem Place on an assault
by threat complaint, to the 2500
block of Irvington Road on a
domestic disturbance, and to the
area of Reynolds Farm Road on
a report of several teenagers vandalizing property.
January 7: Staff received a
larceny report from a Bayview
Lane residence, a report of the
theft of ﬁrearms from a Nugent
Lane residence, and a report of
the fraudulent sale of a motor
vehicle. Staff responded to the
2300 block of Black Stump
Road and received a report of
the theft of copper wire, and
checked on the well-being of
a Christ Church Road resident
at the request of a home health
nurse (no emergency services
needed). The school resource
ofﬁcer reported a student at Lancaster Middle School in possession of a knife.
The sheriff’s staff also conducted 18 trafﬁc stops, issued
eight summonses, assisted four
motorists, reported two deer
strikes, handled four calls for
trafﬁc control, investigated ﬁve
building alarms, processed one
mental health order, logged three
inmate transports, and ﬁelded
ﬁve calls for animal control service.

S

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a trafﬁc crash on Morattico
Road, a vehicle ﬁre in Morattico, a chimney ﬁre on Western
Branch Road, a trafﬁc crash at
Chinns Mill, and a request to
establish a med-evac landing
zone at Granville Bay and Third
Street.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to assist a wheelchair bound
person on Wiggins Avenue and
to a structure ﬁre on Lighthouse
View Drive.
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded to a
brush ﬁre in Foxwells.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins
this week reported charges
against seven individuals.

Felonies
Darrel W. Flynn Jr., 21, of
Reedville was charged Decem-
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ber 21 with breaking and entering, grand larceny, petit larceny
and damaging property belonging to the Crazy Crab Restaurant.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 29, was
charged December 29 with a
capias to show cause.
A Farnham woman, 28, was
charged December 31 with failing to obey a court order.
A Callao woman, 28, was
charged December 31 with
criminal trespass on the property belonging to Callao Supermarket.
A Montross man, 18, was
charged January 4 with possession of marijuana and paraphernalia.
A Reedville man, 57, was
charged January 5 with refusing
to submit to drug screens and
continuing to use alcohol.
A Callao man, 28, was
charged January 5 with damaging property.

The
Perfect
Touch
STOREWIDE CLEARANCE
% Oﬀ
Tues.-Sat.

-

Join us for a presentation by region sales manager, Anthony
Meloro as he discusses the features of the Royal Caribbean’s
Grandeur of the Seas Bermuda Cruise from Baltimore, with
motorcoach service direct from Kilmarnock.
Light refreshments & prizes

Adventure
Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200

1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

How Much Are You Worth?

Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?
Find out by having yours appraised.
Certified Gemologist
By Appointment
Thursday, January 17, 2013
10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS
 3OUTH -AIN 3TREET s +ILMARNOCK 6!
   s    "52+%3

“Making Memories since 1969”
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pecials

WWW.SPECIALSLTD.COM

68 South Main St – Kilmarnock
-ON 3AT   s 3UN  
804-435-8758

After Inventory
Sale & Clearance
Going on Now!

*ENTIRE STORE ON SALE
*ALL FURNITURE 33%-50% OFF
*LARGE SELECTION OF JEWELRY 20%-75% OFF
*ENTIRE STOCK OF HANDBAGS 25%-75% OFF
*ALL VIETRI SAVE 25%
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30

At wine store - buy any four different labels and get 10% off
buy six bottles of one kind and get 10% off!
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Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

Focal Point

by Robert Mason Jr.

W

Ghost Town of Christmas Past: Not a soul or car was on Kilmarnock’s Main Street at 9:45 p.m. January 6, 2013.

Photo by John B. Tullner

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal
Point.

YOUR LETTERS
Is this a
great country?
Like it or not, we should
acknowledge the liberal progressives have succeeded in changing
our government in a short span of
time.
Goodbye to our democratic
republic, or republican democracy. Hello to ineptocracy—a
system of government where the
least capable to lead are elected
by the least capable of producing,
and where the members of society least likely to sustain themselves or succeed, are rewarded
with goods and services paid for
by the conﬁscated wealth of a
diminishing number of producers.
Perusing the federal government website, and after some
initial downward adjustment, I
learned that I, a Caucasian male,
am potentially entitled to 206
separate “free” beneﬁts. The site
also informed others are entitled
to more. for instance, a female
Haitian is potentially entitled
to 326 beneﬁts. The site did not
explain why a Haitian, female or
male, is entitled to the “free” beneﬁts. What a great country!
Having answered numerous
questions as accurately as possible, the list of my “free” beneﬁts was whittled to 117, but
it was obvious the ﬁgure still
was inﬂated. Although I clearly
reported both my spouse and
I are U.S. citizens, the website
nevertheless invited me to apply
for legal and illegal immigrant
services. I may emigrate, but I
cannot immigrate.
There remain a number of
“free” beneﬁts for which I may
well qualify although, having
worked and paid taxes for a halfcentury, I am poor by no reasonable deﬁnition. For example, as I
live in a rural area, I might qualify
to have my home renovated and
my plumbing and electrical systems converted to “green,” all
paid for by others.
If you pay taxes, that means
you. Thank you.

I hereby express my gratitude
to Senators Warner and Kaine
and Congressman Wittman, and
their prdecessors, for the gigantic
cornucopia of “free” goodies they
have provided with money borrowed from the communist Chinese. Now, let’s raise the national
debt limit.
Is this a great country or what?

ington to sit around, do nothing
and only represent some narrow
political agenda.
The last election showed us that
Americans want to save Social
Security and Medicare. They like
“Obama Care.” We need to lift
the smoke screen on all this debt
talk and focus on creating more
jobs.

Barry Anderson,
Kilmarnock

Mary L. Lay,
Irvington

Keeping up
with Congress

A good deed
gone bad

Did you notice Rep. Rob Wittman voted against the “ﬁscal
cliff ” bill?
He is sticking with the congressional members who are outright
obstructionist. The idea is to do
nothing if you can’t get just what
you want. In this case, what they
wanted was no new tax revenue
at all. Actually, what they most
want to do is starve as many government programs as possible.
The amount of revenue lost
from the Bush tax cuts is about
twice as much as the cost of the
recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. One truly wonders how
people could think that we can
wage wars and have big tax
breaks and not end up in a hole.
Republicans have maintained
the Bush Tax cuts had nothing to
do with debt piling up. Now you
may hear them say the permanent
tax cuts just passed by a majority
of the Democrats will not produce enough revenue. I suppose
the tax breaks were not given to
right people
The “ﬁscal cliff ” bill is only a
drop in the bucket to help the debt
but it will slow it down some.
Obama knows this and is ready
to work to bring more efﬁciency
to government programs, cutting
waste and also overhauling the
tax code.
In the coming months we will
see if the Congress wants to work
towards solving our debt problem
or simply to dismantle government programs. We can keep our
eye on Mr. Wittman. We do not
send representatives to Wash-

What would you do?
You are driving down the road
on a blistering cold day after a
long holiday weekend. You are 20
minutes into your 3-1/2 hour trip,
when you witness a small, collarless dog running near the road.
Would you turn the other cheek
and keep driving? Or would you
stop to help the dog?
My son and his girlfriend
decided to stop. Rather than
leave the dog on the side of the
road, where it could be injured or
killed, they comforted the dog,
gave it food and water, and took
immediate steps to ﬁnd the owner.
They stopped at the local church,
but a funeral service was in session. They called animal rescue,
but no answer. With no luck, they
continued on their journey home.
Once home, their search for the
owner continued.
On January 2 at 8:20 a.m., we
contacted the Northumberland
County Animal Shelter expecting to hear a sense of kindness
and gratitude.
Instead, we were confronted
with rudeness. They abruptly
told me and my son that criminal
charges could be placed against
him for taking the stray dog
across the state line and forcefully
demanded the dog be returned
“today.” My son explained his
intentions were good and the dog
was in a safe environment.
The shelter did not care. They
showed no interest about the
well-being of the animal.
On January 3, my son made
the journey to return the dog to

its owner. Luckily, he was not
charged criminally for doing the
right thing.
This entire misfortune could
have been avoided if we, as a
community, become responsible
pet owners. Please register, ID,
and spay and neuter your pets.
Northumberland
County
Animal Shelter, please step back
and reﬂect about how your attitude can negatively affect the
overall goal of your organization.
Alice Pope,
Wicomico Church

here are the patriots now? The rebels? The revolutionaries?
The radicals? The republicans? The country is falling apart
and who is going to save it?
Who will be the next Patrick Henry? Thomas Jefferson?
Alexander Hamilton? Thomas Paine? George Washington?
Ben Franklin? George Mason? Richard Henry Lee? Alexander
McDougall? Daniel Shays? Joseph Plumb Martin?
The patriots—The Founding Fathers—they were just like us.
They came from a range of social, economic, educational, ethnic
and racial backgrounds. They were lawyers, planters, merchants,
farmers, laborers, printers and editors.
Google “What has America become?” and you’ll ﬁnd an interesting letter written by Ken Huber of Tawas City, Mich., that
appeared on the editorial pages of a small Michigan newspaper—
if you are so inclined to believe what you ﬁnd on the internet.
Nonetheless it makes several disturbing observations of the
double standard in action. For example, “If we lie to Congress,
it’s a felony, and if the Congress lies to us it’s just politics... The
government spends millions to rehabilitate criminals and they
do almost nothing for the victims... We got rid of the communist
and socialist threat by renaming them progressive... If you protest
against President Obama’s policies you’re a terrorist, but if you
burned an American ﬂag or George Bush in efﬁgy it was your 1st
Amendment right... We take money from those who work hard
for it and give it to those who don’t want to work... We still have
freedom of speech, but only if we are being politically correct...
The land of opportunity is now the land of hand outs...”
The list goes on. I’d like to add: “Take God out of schools and
bring in the student resource ofﬁcers.”
It’s like everybody sees the problems, but they are waiting for
someone else to ﬁx them. If we ignore the problems, they won’t
go away. And those who can’t see the problems may be the biggest problem.
Where are the patriots among us?
The Northern Neck has bred lots of leaders.
Just up the river, the Leedstown Resolutions were drafted in
opposition of The Stamp Act. The document was signed in February 1766 and is considered a forerunner of the Declaration of
Independence of 1776. It represents the ﬁrst organized resistance
to English aggression on American liberties. Drafted by Richard
Henry Lee, it was signed by 115 patriots.
Where are the men and women like them today? Where are the
men and women willing to risk everything?
The difference I suppose may be found in the words of Forrest
Bondurant in Lawless: “It is not the violence that sets men apart,
alright, it is the distance that he is prepared to go.”
Maybe they’re waiting on the next election.
Like there’s going to be another election in four years—We can
only hope.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the January 10, 1913, issue of but drifted off before it could be accomplished.
There was nothing left to be done but remain on
the Virginia Citizen)
Boat Notes
the open boat, being beaten by the wind and seas
The U. S. Lighthouse Department will establish and rapidly driven to the shore on the Irvington
a beacon light on the lower end of Parrott’s Island side. As he passed John’s Neck Point, however,
to mark the entrance to Mill Creek on the Rappa- Mr. Dameron was taken off by Robt. Sadler and
Sandy B. Haydon and the ship left to take up on
hannock.
Fishing steamer George H. Bradley, owned by the shore rear Capt. John W. Hundley’s landing. As
a company of men headed by Capt. Ocran Hum- the shells had to be unloaded there, Mr. Dameron
phreys, but one of the Bellows & Squires ﬂeet, is gave them to Capt. Hundley who hauled them to
being rebuilt by E. James Tull, at Pocomoke City, the public road in front of his gate.
Millenbeck
Md.
C. W. Doggett has returned to Baltimore after
It is reported that a movement is on foot in Fredericksburg looking to the organization of a River two weeks’ vacation.
G. S. Blakemore left on last Saturday night for
Boat Company to put a steamer on the Rappahannock River. It is said that the company will be Richmond, where he will enter a business college.
Mrs. N. T. Hayner has returned to her home in
organized in a short time and a charter asked for.
Preserve Homes Of Lee Family
Suffolk, after spending a few weeks with relatives
For the purpose of purchasing or otherwise near Senora.
acquiring and maintaining the homes and burial
R. Lloyd Ficklin, while unloading his boat of
places of the Lee family, the Lee Birthplace Memo- oyster barrels on Tuesday of this week, had one
rial Association, of the Virginia State Camp, Patri- fall from the wharf on his leg, which broke it. Dr.
otic Order Sons of America, was chartered recently Steuart was called in and set the bones for him,
by the State Corporation Commission. This order and we hope he will soon be out again.
proposes to secure possession of Stratford, the
Mrs. H. B. Sanford is visiting relatives in Westbirthplace of the Lees, and any other homes of the moreland County this week.
family; also to acquire the graves of them.
V. E. Towles has returned to his home at BerCrisp News
trand after being in Baltimore for several weeks.
Steamer Middlesex ran ashore on Island bar
J. Pierpont Morgan, the head of the money trust,
is in control of more wealth than any other individ- while making Moran wharf Monday morning of
ual in the world, or who ever has been. The compa- this week owing to the very low tide. She was
nies controlled by Morgan have resources amount- ﬂoated about 8 o’clock that morning.
A large number of telephone poles were blown
ing to the fabulous sum of $25,325,000,000.
At Mercy Of Wind
down in this section in last Friday’s gale, trees were
W. A. Dameron, of Weems, had a lighter par- uprooted, and paper was blown from roofs.
P. H. Carter has moved his family from Rescue,
tially loaded with shells lying at his wharf Friday
of last week when the heavy wind struck. Just as he Va., near Ottoman.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of
arrived on the scene the lighter parted her line so he
jumped aboard expecting to get another fastened, the Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library)

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

V

olunteers have contributed to the modern
Northern Neck image in innumerable
ways over the last half-century. Retired comeheres have joined with been-heres in every
venue where help was needed and human
supply was short. A scant perusal of the
annual reports of any of our public or private
charities indicating the number of volunteer
hours contributed impresses the reader with
the magnitude of dedication on the part of
community members who seek to make life
better for all of us.
One name that has appeared on many such
lists was that of Madeline Hooper, who died
last week at the age of 91. For anyone who
knew her, she was the quintessential volunteer. She and her late husband retired here
from Connecticut at an early age, at which
time she began the marathon of service that
characterized the last four decades of her life.
In the middle of her life she lost her elder
son at the age of 20, an experience that she
survived in part by giving of her boundless
energy to improve the lives of others, to make
charities work more efﬁciently, and to ease the

If a charity or public institution needed a willing hand
to assist in any chore from
the most basic task through
to the top leadership direction, Madeline was there.
burden of hardship of those in need.
If a charity or public institution needed a
willing hand to assist in any chore from the
most basic task through to the top leadership
direction, Madeline was there. She simply
liked helping people, and she did so with no
thought of honor or reward, although the entities to which she contributed her time, talent
and treasure uniformly attempted to make
public their appreciation by bestowing upon
her their highest compliments. In each case
she accepted the recognition, and then asked
what more she could do. She never stopped.
Five years ago she sold her home and moved

to a cottage at Rappahannock WestminsterCanterbury. She saw the move as a perfect ﬁt
for that time in her life because it freed her
from personal responsibilities that might have
impeded her efforts on behalf of others. She
remained active, ignoring the passage of years
as she focused on making life in the Northern Neck better for her time and for years to
come.
I often wondered how she kept straight all
of her name tags, how she could remember
each morning what tag to wear as she headed
out to do her rounds in the arena of public
service, but keep them straight she did. Her
patience was endless, always smiling, ever
showing the genuine care she held for those
she sought to help. Whether directing a Red
Cross blood drive or docenting at Christ
Church, she thrived in knowing that she was
part of the scene, doing her part, happy to be
of use in a worthy cause.
Madeline was a hands-on worker, who
wanted to know those she helped, to make
the interaction between donor and recipient
real and concrete. Having that exchange was

important to her, seeing visitors happy to know
more about Christ Church, or blood donors
resting after their donation, or explaining procedures to others learning from her years of
experience, all meant so much to her.
After turning 90 two years ago, she opted
not to assume directional positions in her
work, but rather to enjoy doing the routine,
day-to-day chores and errands that her charities required. She remained part of many
charitable scenes across the Northern Neck,
right up until the end of her life. She asked
only one question, “What more can I do?” and
answered it every day of her life.
I am sure when the Hoopers left Connecticut, her charities up there were tasked with
ﬁnding many individuals to ﬁll her roles, and
now all these decades later, so too are the
many beneﬁcial entities here in the Northern
Neck to which she dedicated herself so generously. Madeline was one who clearly saw
her duty, indeed her opportunity, to do good
deeds, and she did them abundantly.
Madeline Davis Hooper, January 18, 1921
– December 31, 2012. R.I.P.
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YOUR LETTERS
Working together
we can overcome
unfunded mandates

whether it is discipline or bul- attend school board meetings to
lying, ineffective gifted pro- better understand the problems
grams or heating problems in the and the good things that are
schools, it is important that we, taking place.
Donald McCann,
In a recent newspaper article, as a community, come together
District 3 member,
Virginia School Boards Asso- to solve the problems.
Lancaster school board
It is essential that more citizens
ciation president Roy Boyles
addresses the importance the
General Assembly session will
have on the future of education.
He argues, “With decreased
funding, increased expenses, and
increasingly stringent requireAPPAHANNOCK NSTITUTE
ments, many of our school divisions are being pushed to the
FOR IFELONG EARNING
breaking point.”
He says the school funding
formula, determined by an index
that rates each locality’s measure
of wealth and assumes an ability
to pay for its own education services, requires closer scrutiny.
The Rappahannock Institute for Lifelong Learning (RILL), now
With an index of .79, Lancaster is expected to pay 79% of
in its ninth year, offers stimulating topics taught by qualified
the Standards of Quality costs
experts to engage the minds of thoughtful adults throughout the
and receives 21% from the state.
college service region. Courses are held at convenient locations
The designation is in the same
on both the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula. Proceeds
bracket as Fairfax County.
from RILL support the work of the Rappahannock Community
When the governor proposes a
College Educational Foundation (RCC/EFI), including a newly
2% increase in salary for teachestablished RILL scholarship awarded each year to deserving
ers, Lancaster will be expected
to assume 79% of the cost. To
RCC students. Thank you for your continued support of RILL,
complicate matters, 67% of Lanand enjoy the journey!
caster students qualify for free or
reduced-price lunch, compared
with 20% in Fairfax.
Some 18% of Lancaster’s stuMiddle Peninsula Courses
dents have been identiﬁed with
learning disabilities, for which
A Taste of China
the state requires individual edu◆ February 5 and 12, and February 20; 1-3 p.m.
cation plans (IEP). While this
◆ Gloucester County Public Library, Gloucester
mandate stipulates a process by
◆ Instructor: Liping Zhu
which the disabilities must be
addressed, it does not equally
Global Warming in Chesapeake Bay
compensate the division.
◆ March 6, 13, and 20; 1-3 p.m.
Since ﬁscal 2008, state general fund support for education
◆ Virginia Institute of Marine Science, Gloucester Pt.
has been cut by hundreds of mil◆ Instructors: Dr. David Malmquist, Dr. John Boon
lions of dollars. The state also
has imposed higher accountabilConversations in Art
ity and achievement standards.
◆ March 8, 15, and 22; 1-3 p.m.
While any initiative for higher
◆ RCC, Glenns Campus
achievement is laudable, failure
◆ Instructor: Margaret Hancock
to provide funding exacerbates
a situation that is already untenCivil War Home Front in Gloucester County:
able.
Landscapes of Struggle and Deprivation
A mandate that must be funded
◆
April
16 and 30, and May 7; 1-3 p.m.
by the localities creates addi◆
Gloucester
Point, Warner Hall, and Glen Roy
tional friction between school
◆ Instructors: David Brown and Thane Harpole
boards and boards of supervisors
which then diminishes a uniﬁed
community spirit. All existing
Northern Neck Courses
unfunded and underfunded state
Transport(s) of Delight!
mandates should be eliminated.
While there will always be hot
◆ February 13, 20, and 27; 1-3 p.m.
topic items to be addressed,
◆ Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury, Irvington
◆ Instructors: Peter Ginocchio, Phil Williams, and
Terri Thaxton

RILL
R

Do you remember?
The Merry Point cable ferry boat Arminta is shown here in the mid-1950s. The barge had
a capacity of two vehicles. The Merry Point ferry is one of two Virginia Department of
Transportation-operated ferries in the lower Northern Neck, said Kilmarnock Museum
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. The free ferry carries motorists traveling Route 604 across
the Western Branch of the Corrotoman River between Merry Point and Ottoman. “Do you
remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS
A housecleaning in 2016 is lent control over the citizens of
our only and last hope, if it is not the Old Dominion. To the conTrying to make sense of the already too late.
trary, the purpose of the proNed Crockett, posed regulations is to ensure
2012 election results, I soon
Irvington a safe and reliable supply of
realized it all makes sense when
discovering quotes from impor- Averting a
groundwater for all.
tant people from our past. The
Indeed, these regulations
position we are now in has been groundwater crisis
fulﬁll a duty spelled out in
predicted.
In response to a substantial Article XI of the Virginia conFor example, Alexis de Toc- body of scientiﬁc evidence stitution to protect the water
queville in the 1800s said, “The that demonstrates a grow- of the Commonwealth from
American Republic will endure ing threat to the groundwater “pollution, impairment, or
until politicians realize they can supply of the Virginia coastal destruction.”
Frank W. Fletcher,
bribe the people with their own plain, the Virginia Department
Reedville
of Environmental Quality has
money.”
Thomas Jefferson said, “I pre- recommended expanding the
dict future happiness for Ameri- Eastern Virginia Groundwater Praise for Excerpts
cans if they can prevent the gov- Management Area to include
I have been getting the
ernment from wasting the labors the Northern Neck and Middle Record for the past 13 years
of the people under the pretense Peninsula.
and my ﬁrst stop each week
Like many policy issues that is the editorial section. No, it
of taking care of them.”
Phil Steffen said: “Never involve the management of deﬁnitely is not for the letters
underestimate the power of very natural resources, managing to the editor but rather for the
the groundwater supply ﬁres Excerpts column written by
stupid people in large groups.”
Samuel Adams said, “When the up a lot of nerve endings.
Henry Lane Hull.
Several hard truths, howpeople ﬁnd they can vote themExcerpts is an excellent way
selves money, that will herald the ever, demonstrate the critical to learn Northern Neck hisneed for groundwater man- tory and the characters in the
end of the Republic.”
There are many more quotes agement. First, residents of area. Mr. Hull always accents
that accurately predict the eco- the coastal plain have been the positive whether talking
nomic and political mess we are pumping vast volumes of about animals or people and
now in and what lies ahead for water from the underground that seems to be a rarity in our
reservoir for more than a cen- times.
America.
Jim Thompson,
My favorite has been attrib- tury and now withdraw more
Burgess
uted to Alexander Tytler, profes- than 120 million gallons of
sor of history at the University of water every day.
Second, the supply of
Edinburgh in the late 1700s. He
reportedly wrote: “A democracy groundwater is ﬁnite and is not
is always temporary in nature; it replenished at a rate that makes
The
Lancaster
County
simply cannot exist as a permanent up the losses due to pump- Republican Committee will
form of government. A democ- ing. The immense imbalance meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Januracy will continue to exist up until between discharge (pumping) ary 15, at the Chesapeake Bank
the time that voters discover that and recharge (replenishment) Training Center at 51 School
they can vote themselves gener- has thrust the groundwater Street in Kilmarnock.
ous gifts from the public treasury. supply into chronic overdraft.
Committee chairman Joan
Third, with absent effective Blackstone said the meeting
From that moment on, the majority always votes for the candidates management rules, the loss of will consider planning for the
who promise the most beneﬁts supply will continue to accel- annual Reagan Day dinner
from the public treasury, with the erate as population grows and March 10 and matters relating
result that every democracy will the economy expands.
to the May Republican State
In short, the supply of Convention.
ﬁnally collapse due to loose ﬁscal
policy, which is always followed groundwater is shrinking
The Republican Party of Virsteadily and alarmingly. Unless ginia will nominate its candiby a dictatorship.”
Is that what lies ahead for this problem is addressed dates for governor, lieutenant
quickly and decisively, every governor and attorney general
America?
Often the outcomes of com- resident of the Virginia coastal at the convention May 17 and
plicated problems become easily plain will suffer the costly 18 in Richmond. Delegates to
predictable when the problems consequences of water short- the convention will be elected
are reduced to simple forms. It is ages and conﬂicts.
at mass meetings in counties
Despite the fanciful allega- and cities throughout the state.
frightening to me what lies ahead
for my children and grandchildren tions of blinkered ideologues,
Candidates for the party’s
because of “the power of very the proposed regulations do nominations or their represenstupid people in large groups” not have their origin in a con- tatives have been invited to
who gave us the sideshow we spiracy by shadowy bureau- attend.
now have in Washington.
crats to extend their malevoBishop E. W. Jackson, one of

What lies ahead?

L

L
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Topics of Interest
to Engage Your Mind

Spring 2013 Schedule

Candidate expected at GOP meeting

seven candidates for lieutenant
governor, plans to speak. Jackson was a candidate for the
Republican U. S. Senate nomination in the Party’s primary in
2012. He and his wife are residents of Chesapeake, where he
founded the Exodus Faith Ministries, a nondenominational
church. He also is founder
of Staying True to America’s
National Destiny, a national
group devoted to restoring
America’s Judeo-Christian heritage and values.
Jackson served in the U.S.
Marine Corps, is a Summa
Cum Laude graduate from
the University of Massachusetts, Boston, and is a graduate of Harvard Law School. He
practiced law for 15 years in
Boston, and later devoted full
time to his ministry.
Members of the public are
welcome to attend the meeting.

Genesis of Civil War
◆ February 15 and 22, and March 1; 1-3 p.m.
◆ RCC, Warsaw Campus
◆ Instructors: Jon and Tami Stallard

Antiques, Appraisals, Auctions
◆ March 4, 11, and 18; 10 a.m.-noon
◆ RCC, Kilmarnock Center
◆ Instructors: Linda and Larry Makowski

The New Triple Constraints: Population
Change, Climate Change, and Energy Resources
◆ March 14, 21, and 28; 1-3 p.m.
◆ RCC, Kilmarnock Center
◆ Instructor: Dr. Gregory Haugan

“Sliding” Through India
◆ March 19 and 26, and April 2; 1-3 p.m.
◆ Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury, Irvington
◆ Instructor: Peter Bennett

Discover Your Family History
◆ April 3, 10, and 17; 1-3 p.m.
◆ Northumberland Historical Society, Heathsville
◆ Instructor: Dr. Hilary Derby

Wallace Stegner: On Aging and Writing
◆ April 4, 11, and 18; 1-3 p.m.
◆ RCC, Kilmarnock Center
◆ Instructor: Gail Wilson Kenna

Basics of Investing
◆ April 5, 12, and 19; 1-3 p.m.
◆ RCC, Kilmarnock Center
◆ Instructor: G. Thomas Haskins, Jr.
Base tuition is $35 per course. For more information or
to receive a brochure and reservation form, call RCC/EFI
at 804-333-6707 or e-mail: sdrotleff@rappahannock.edu
RCC/EFI is grateful to the Golden Advantage Program at the
Bank of Lancaster and to Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
for their generous support of RILL.
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Wetland restorations on
target; stream buffers lag
by Karl Blankenship,
Bay Journal News Service
SEVEN VALLEYS, PA.—
Bay watershed jurisdictions are
on pace to meet their wetland
restoration goal, but the rate of
streamside forest buffer planting has fallen far below target
levels in recent years, according
to recent ﬁgures from the Chesapeake Bay Program.
Data collected from states
show that 3,775 acres of wetlands were restored in 2011.
That’s ahead of the pace
needed to achieve a goal established in 2010 to create or reestablish 30,000 acres of wetlands within the bay watershed
by 2025.
The 3,775 acre ﬁgure—the
equivalent of about 2,855 football
ﬁelds—also represents an acceleration in the pace of wetland
establishment over the period of
1998–2010 when 14,795 acres
were established, or about 1,200
acres a year.
Virginia led the states with
1,653 acres of wetlands created
in 2011; followed by Maryland
with 750 acres; New York with
625 acres; West Virginia with

369 acres; Pennsylvania with
254 acres; and Delaware with
123 acres.
Wetlands are critical for
healthy waterways because they
slow runoff, absorb nutrients,
ﬁlter pollution, reduce erosion
and provide habitat for ﬁsh and
wildlife. It’s estimated that about
half of the region’s wetlands have
been lost since colonial times.
Meanwhile, the pace of streamside forest restoration has slowed
sharply in recent years, according to Bay Program ﬁgures.
While 7,400 miles of streamside
forest have been planted since
they became a Bay Program priority in 1996, just 240 miles were
planted in the Chesapeake watershed in 2011, the lowest ﬁgure in
more than a decade.
Since 2007, bay states have
had an objective of planting 900
miles of forest buffers a year.
But since then, the rate of forest
buffer planting has decreased.
From 2003–06, an average of
756 miles was planted annually in the Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia portion of
the watershed. Last year, less
than a third of that amount was
planted in the entire watershed,

including the portions in West
Virginia, Delaware and New
York.
Ofﬁcials cited increasing
commodity prices for agricultural crops as a major contributor
for the slowdown. Most stream
buffer plantings have taken place
on farmlands, but as prices have
risen for corn, soybeans and
other commodity crops, it has
been more proﬁtable for farmers
to plant crops rather than participate in programs that pay for
planting trees near streams.
Forested stream buffers can
help slow runoff, absorb nutrients
and chemical pollutants, reduce
stream erosion and improve
stream habitats.
States are working to establish wetlands and forest buffers, but their overall status in
the bay watershed is uncertain.
While states are able to track
the amount of wetlands created and forest buffers planted,
there is no mechanism that fully
tracks the amount of wetlands
and buffers lost throughout the
64,000-square-mile watershed to
development, erosion, ﬂooding
or—for coastal wetlands—sealevel rise.

Federal agencies outline
2013 plan to restore the bay
ANNAPOLIS—The Federal
Leadership Committee for the
Chesapeake Bay, comprised of
the senior ofﬁcials of the federal
agencies responsible for Chesapeake Bay restoration efforts,
recently issued their Fiscal Year
2013 Action Plan, outlining
efforts projected for 2013 to continue progress toward protecting
and restoring the Chesapeake
Bay.
According to Nick DiPasquale,
Chesapeake Bay Program Director, the 17-million residents in
the watershed deserve a healthy
watershed and a commitment
from federal agencies to work
together as well as with state and
local partners.
“Our challenge and our duty
is to ﬁnd the ‘sweet spot’ in our
efforts,” said DiPasquale. “We’ll
be more effective by aligning the
priorities and goals of the federal partners, state agencies and

the communities where these
efforts will be implemented, so
they intersect at a point where
they can have the greatest impact
on restoring the watershed while
making the most effective use of
available resources and funds.”
Among tangible efforts to be
undertaken by federal agencies,
the plan addresses:
s #OLLABORATIVE EFFORTS BETWEEN
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to work
with the Eastern Brook Trout
Joint Venture in prioritizing
streams for restoration, monitoring of selected ﬁsh species to see
if they are returning to streams
where passage barriers have been
removed and engage with NGOs
and state partners to apply new
science on black duck population
sustainment.
s #ONTINUED DELIVERY OF TECHNIcal support by U.S. Forest Service
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(USFS) and FWS, in conjunction
with state forestry agencies, to
encourage landowners to adopt
riparian forest buffers.
s %XPANSION OF TRIBUTARY SCALE
oyster restoration efforts led by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and state agencies in Maryland and Virginia.
s %STABLISHMENT OF A CONSERvation threshold and management target for male blue crabs
through collaborative work by the
Chesapeake Bay Program Fisheries Goal Implementation Team
with the Chesapeake Bay Stock
Assessment Committee.
s $EVELOPMENT OF MANAGEment options and providing
best science needed through
federal partnership, led by
USGS and in coordination
with the states, to address the
sediment storage capacity of
the Conowingo Dam.
s #ONTINUED SUPPORT FOR VOLUNtary actions by farmers throughout the watershed to improve
water quality through a variety
of ﬁnancial and technical support
programs provided by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
s #ONTINUED WORK BY THE %NVIronmental Protection Agency
(EPA) with state partners to
help meet commitments in their
Watershed Implementation Plans
in support of the Chesapeake Bay
Total Maximum Daily Load, or
“pollution diet.”
s/NGOINGEFFORTSBYTHE$EPARTment of Defense to complete
stormwater management assessments in the watershed. Assessments will be used to determine
appropriate stormwater management controls to reduce pollutant
loadings, improve stormwater
quality and meet requirements.
s )MPLEMENTATION OF THE -ONItoring Alliance through the Chesapeake Bay Program, including
federal, state and citizen monitoring programs.
s )NCREASE PUBLIC ACCESS
through implementation of the
U.S. National Park Service’s
(NPS) Public Access Plan and
broadening of the NPS sponsored Chesapeake Youth Corps
Network to create jobs and carry
out conservation and restoration
projects in priority watersheds.
While some are continuations
of projects started in prior ﬁscal
years, others are new initiatives.
All are designed to increase the
overall health of the Chesapeake
Bay and achieve goals set forth
in the Strategy for Protecting
and Restoring the Chesapeake
Bay.
Agencies on the Federal
Leadership Committee that are
represented in these reports are
the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Departments of
Agriculture, Commerce, Defense,
Homeland Security, Interior and
Transportation.
The full reports can be accessed
at
http://executiveorder.chesapeakebay.net.
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