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5 Steps to a Great Garden
2
Use native and new plants like
Endless Summer Hydrangeas and
Knock Out roses that were born
or bred to thrive in our climate.

3
Feed your plants with organic
fertilizers like Dr. Earth that won’t
run oﬀ into the Bay and will build
your soil up over time.

1
Amend your soil with organic
material like composted manure.

4
5

Read and follow the plant care
instructions on the label.

Or just ask us. Whether you want
one spectacular ﬂower for a pretty
pot or help designing and planting
a formal garden, we have the plants,
the tools, and the answers you need.

FREE Dr. Earth Garden Guide
or CD. Stop in and pick one up.
No purchase required.

544 North Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia 800-448-4505 theEarthstore.net
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emperatures are starting to rise and the days are getting longer. Naturally, thoughts
are turning to spring cleaning and gardening. For ideas on turning your home and
garden into a showplace, go on a tour of some of the best decorated homes. We’ve
included a list of Garden Week tours in Lancaster, Middlesex, and Gloucester counties.
We’ve also sought the experts’ advice on flower arranging and organic gardening. Our
reporters have taken a peek inside two very different but beautiful homes, one new
and one centuries old. Go treasure hunting with reporter Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi, who
explores the world of estate sales, and drive along the roadways of Middlesex and
Gloucester counties with reporter Larry Chowning in search of historical outbuildings.
Find out how reporter Tom Chillemi tackles the weekly chore of grass-cutting with his
slightly dangerous double-mower. We hope that you find our publication not only
entertaining but helpful and you continue to support the advertisers that make it
possible. Welcome spring!
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Confessions
of an estate sale groupie
Story and photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

$156

T

he fact that
I love a good
estate sale is
ironic because I’ve
never been much of a yardsaler. Oh, I’ve been known to
host a few but I believe that one
man’s junk is another man’s
junk. It’s just new junk.
Estate sales, however, are
a breed apart from yard sales
or auctions. They offer whole
houses of treasures. Shoppers
can ﬁnd almost anything, from
new Christmas ornaments and
toys to priceless antiques and
original works of art.
“A lot of people, especially
heirs who are selling their

I’m an estate sale groupie.
It happened by accident when a friend
invited me to go with her to an estate
sale about a year ago. And like a drug,
after one hit I was hooked.

mom’s and
dad’s stuff,
don’t like auctions,” said
Louise Jessie, owner of Epping
Forest Antiques in Lively.
“Estate sales are a little more
digniﬁed. At an auction, you’re
at the whim of the buyers. An
auction is a crap shoot.”
An estate sale, for the
novice, is the sale of belongings of a homeowner who has
recently died or moved. Lots
of times, those who inherit the
home claim the items they wish
to keep and sell the rest of the
home’s belongings. The sale is
held at the home.
“As people are moving to

retirement homes or dying, the
families need to reduce their
inventory,” said Henry Lane
Hull, owner of Commonwealth
Antiques in Wicomico Church.
“And in the past year or so as
the housing market has suffered, we’ve held sales as a
vehicle to get out information
on a home that’s for sale. We’ve
had some for owners, whose
house was on the market, and
had brochures prepared to distribute. If 300 to 500 people go
through a house in a weekend
and each one of those people
tells four people about it” that’s
quite a marketing tool.
Hull has held over 250 sales

An estate sale, for the novice, is the sale of
belongings of a homeowner who has recently died
or moved. Lots of times, those who inherit the
home claim the items they wish to keep and sell
the rest of the home’s belongings. The sale is held
at the home.
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in 40 years and last year hosted
16.
“This year, we already have
so many scheduled, we might
even have more,” said Hull.

The buyers

Anne Kirkup of Richmond shops at an estate sale in White
Stone.

Some people attend estate
sales with absolutely no idea
what price to pay for a particular item, while some have investigated and researched prior to
going. Although, advance previews aren’t allowed, most of
the items for sale are listed by
Hull and Jessie through email
notiﬁcations and newspaper
ads. Jessie, who has been hosting sales for 38 years, has some
800 customers on her mailing
list. Hull, along with email
notiﬁcations, advertises his
upcoming sales in about seven
papers.
Estate sale shoppers usually
fall into one of three categories:
collectors, frugal shoppers or
re-sellers.
Collectors don’t mind paying
more for an item if it is in good
shape or adds to their collections, while the frugal shoppers From left, Janice Post and Eileen Sklar try to decide on the
purchase of a lamp at a Weems estate sale.
are looking for a bargain and
love getting good merchandise

for a low price. Re-sellers are
looking for an investment,
something they can resell at a
higher price on the internet or
in a store.
“You can furnish a house
at an estate sale,” said Jessie.
“You can ﬁnd good things for
about a third of what you’d pay
for it somewhere else and some
things are new.”
I fall into the frugal shopper
category. I love to browse and
usually don’t have my sights set
on any particular item. If I ﬁnd
a piece I like, be it a rug or dish
or even a barbecue grill, if it’s a
good deal, I’ll snatch it up.
Gerald
Sellers
of
Kilmarnock, however, falls
into the collector category.
Sellers likes antiques and
unusual ﬁnds.
“I don’t re-sell. I’m kind of a
hoarder. My wife usually tells
me we don’t need it, we have
enough,” said Sellers, who
doesn’t miss a local sale unless
he’s working.
Sellers enjoys going to the
sales of people he knows or
knew and ﬁnding a keepsake.

He loves antiques and “old stuff
that I don’t think the younger
people want anymore,” he said.
“I’m not that sharp on my
antiques,” he said. “If I ﬁnd
something unique I go with the
advice of [the seller].”
One of his favorite ﬁnds
was a cherub-faced Gone With
the Wind lamp he purchased
for $200 at a Richmond estate
sale. The lamp usually sells for
about $500, he said. It was his
favorite estate sale piece until
his dog knocked it off the table
and broke it.
“I loved that lamp,” he said.
According to Hull, of the

500 or so people attending a
sale only about 50 at each sale
are new faces.
“Every sale is different but
every sale is the same in that
there is a commonality across
all sales,” said Hull. “The same
people come and there are certain clients that buy the same
types of items at each sale.
“We have a standard crowd
we can count on,” he added.

The sale

Most estate sales are twoday sales held on Saturdays
and Sundays and customers
are often waiting in line for the

doors to open on the ﬁrst day.
Typically, prices are nonnegotiable on Saturday, while
most items are reduced or
negotiable on Sunday. Often
the discount percentage is preset by the homeowner.
“It’s not always 50% off on
Sunday,” said Jessie. “People
think so but that’s not always
the case. Things are reduced
but it’s usually up to the heir by
how much.”
Prep time for each sale also
varies greatly, according to
both Hull and Jessie.
“I’ve had estates that took
me two months to prepare and

then some I can get ready in a
week,” said Jessie.
Hull likes to space at least
two weeks between his sales
because he says “a sale never
ends on Sunday. There’s always
someone who will come by
on a bicycle and buy the big
Chippendale sofa and that’s
the person I have to meet there
again on Monday or sometime
during the week.”
Hull says he has held as
many as four sales in a month.

“It takes a minimum of a
week to prepare usually but
I prefer at least two weeks
because if we’re shutting down
a major sale, it’s hard to prepare
for the next,” said Hull, whose
business is a family affair. His
wife, Lisa, daughter Moira
and son Henry all help with
the preparation, sale and shut
down.
I’ve become very familiar
with the entire Hull clan. I’m
one of their repeat clients.

“You can furnish a house at an estate sale,
you can find good things for about a third of
what you’d pay for it somewhere else and some
things are new.”
–Louise Jessie

Customers scan a coin collection and pottery.

At right, Henry Lane Hull, owner of Commonwealth Antiques, greets customers at an estate sale in
Weems.

Gayle Marston of Burgess looks at china at an estate sale near
White Stone.
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Available at both of our locations!
10859 General Puller Hwy.
Hartfield

Rt. 14
Port Haywood

804-776-7777

804-725-7156

www.mmhartfield.com
www.doitbest.com
www.mandmbuildingsupply.com
Hartfield Hours:
Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sun. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Port Haywood Hours:
Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Closed Sun.

Surveying & Engineering Consultants
Commercial site plans
Bay act compliance plans
Retaining wall design
FEMA compliant elevated foundation design
Land surveying & riparian surveys
FEMA ﬂood elevation certiﬁcates
Construction stake-out services
Wetland delineations
Environmental permitting
Serving the
Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula
since 1974

804-693-2993
www.baydesigngroup.com
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GRACE HILL SUBDIVISION

Residential Lots for Sale
Town of Kilmarnock, VA
1/4 to 1/2+ acre – From $50,000
Convenient to Shopping/Restaurants
10 Min. from bay fishing
Near Hospital, YMCA, and
within 10 mins. of 3 golf courses
Sewer, water available
Call: Bob Sowder, Owner/ Broker/Realtor
800-348-7726/540-270-0189 Cell

Dianne B. McNamee - Associate Broker
 ECNDOBNFF!HNBJMDPN

Urbanna - 3 bedroom, 2 bath
beautifully maintained, ready
to move-in ranch on large
corner lot. Walk to town of
Urbanna. $229,000

Gloucester - 3 Bedroom Cape.
Large corner lot. Community
amenities: boat ramp and pier.
Priced to Sell at $249,900 Seller to
pay up to $8,000 in closing costs

Whitings Creek Waterfront - 3 bedroom
ﬁxer-upper - Just Reduced to $115,000

Call us for all of your real estate
needs – We’re here to help!

Topping - This home has it
all! Indoor swimming pool, 2
acre pond with boat lift, 4 car
garage on over 31 acres. Great
for horses. $1,600,000.

Hartﬁeld - Log Cabin. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
well maintained on over 14 acres of secluded
property. Just Reduced to $234,000

Marguerithe Haasnoot - #SPLFSt1(FOFSBM1VMMFS)XZ )BSUmFMEt  

(ANLEY %LECTRICAL 3ERVICES ,,#
“Strong enough for the big jobs, and made for the small ones.”

7HITE 3TONE 6IRGINIA  
HANLEYELECTRICAL YAHOOCOM

#USTOM (OMES

s

Restoration

s

Renovation

Joseph P. Oliva
Available 24/7
s !LL PHASES OF ELECTRICAL WORK s 2EMODELING s 4RENCHING
s $OCKS  GENERATORS s 2ESIDENTIAL s .EW CONSTRUCTION
s -EMBER OF """ s ,ANCASTER #HAMBER OF #OMMERCE

/FlCE    s #ELL   
P.O. Box 208, Irvington, VA 22480
jpoliva208@gmail.com
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Profile

John Lattell:

A piece of the artist left in every creation
by Shannon Rice

John Latell’s passion for creating metal ing mostly in steel, he was able to convert
aesthetics began as a teenager. Work- this passion into a career when he opened

Wicomico Forge in White Stone.
There he creates custom garden sculptures, furniture, arbors, gates and more.
“People like to have the feeling they get
from owning specially made items,” says
Latell.
Most of his projects start with a location
in mind, discussion of ideas and budget and
a site visit.
“Things are relevant to their surroundings,” says Latell.
The artisan began his formal training at
Virginia Commonwealth University’s School
of Art in 1992 and ﬁnished at Carlo University in Pittsburgh. While in Pittsburgh, Latell
worked under the wings of many skilled
blacksmiths and artists to develop his talent.
He credits his time there with the formation
of his conceptual organization.
Although he works primarily on commissioned-based projects, Latell’s creativity has
not been hindered.
“People are very generous in allowing
me to work. All of my commission and collaborations have a piece of me in them,” says
Latell.
Currently, he is working on two horses for
the Deltaville Maritime Museum. He says
they are among his favorite pieces.
Latell’s work has been displayed at the
Irvington and Urbanna farmers’ markets, the

Holly Point Art and Seafood Festival and the
Urbanna Oyster Festival, as well as a gallery
show at the Urbanna Harbor Gallery.
In the future, Latell sees himself working
on bigger projects. He has notions of creating
ﬁne jewelry in a larger market.
“I see my skills continuing to develop and
evolve,” says Latell.
Name: John Latell
Age: 40
Village: Reedville
Hobby: This is it (iron works) … and sailing.
Describe yourself in 3 words: enthusiastic, committed, optimist
Idea of perfect happiness: health, happiness, and prosperity
Most admired living person: My father
and mother. They did so much for me and
demonstrated such good guidance. I’m very
thankful.
Greatest Achievement: Coming to realize
what’s important and what’s not.
Greatest Regret: Having not realized that
(achievement) sooner.
Most prized possession: My cell phone. I
can do so much on it.
Motivation: To realize health, happiness and
prosperity.
Motto: Accept yourself. Visualize the future
and realize your potential.

30% OFF with this ad
(not valid with any other sales offer)

Call now for a Free Estimate
757-723-3435
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10 New Waterfront Condominiums
(All With Fabulous Harbor and River Views)
Imagine relaxing on your screened porch or lounging by the pool, deck and outdoor grill, all overlooking this historic harbor.
All the while, your boat is safely moored in your own private deepwater slip. Amenities abound within easy walking distance
or take your golf cart (town approved) dining, shopping or sightseeing. All of the condominium residences have large waterfront
screen porches and feature custom cabinetry, granite and ceramic tile in kitchens, baths and laundry rooms.

Tour Our Professionally Designed and Fully Furnished 2 Bedroom 2 Bath Model
NOW OPEN!!!
**Take advantage of our outstanding mortgage ﬁnancing packages**
Please visit this one of a kind property at your convenience or go to our website for ﬂoor plans, pricing,
directions and more photos www.OysterHarborUrbanna.com
Professionally Represented By IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate, Ltd.
David E. Dew, Managing Broker
Sales Center Open 7 Days A Week
(804) 436-3106
The Residences at Oyster Harbor, A Condominium

Profile

Bill Bridgeforth: From brass beds to garden decor
by Shannon Rice

Bill Bridgeforth has always been a
hands-on kind of guy. He has a passion
for renovating old houses and buildings

and changing things. Prior to owning
Garden Club Interiors in Urbanna, he
purchased and renovated old homes and

apartments in Richmond’s Fan District.
When his real estate partner passed
away, he created Brass Beds of Virginia.
The company originally sold antique
brass beds. After quickly realizing that
most people desired queen and king
size beds rather than the double-bed
antiques, Bridgeforth began to make
his own brass and iron beds without any
formal training.
“I just looked at the old ones and
copied them,” says Bridgeforth.
In that same fashion, Bridgeforth
developed an inkling to craft a copper
trellis he had seen in Rhode Island.
After taking the copper trellis to the
Maymont Garden and Flower Show, it
was too expensive for most people. But
garden items including fountains and
benches, sold quickly.
Building off the success of the show,
Bridgeforth began to sell the garden
items out of an old police precinct
building he had renovated on Morris
Street in Richmond. Thus, The Garden
Club was born.
“The only problem was, gardens are
seasonal,” says Bridgeforth.
To remedy the problem, Bridgeforth
began to expand his market into furniture. He then relocated to Urbanna,

taking the items that didn’t sell in Richmond to his current shop, Garden Club
Interiors.
Bridgeforth’s renovation projects continue. He continues to work on his farmhouse in addition to projects including
renovation of the Urbanna Inn with John
Milby. The renovated inn will feature a
restaurant, which is anticipated to open
near Memorial Day.

Name: Bill Bridgeforth
Age: 65
Village: Urbanna
Hobby: Fishing
Describe yourself in 3 words: Love
to work.
Idea of perfect happiness: No
stress
Most admired living person: I don’t
know. How do you choose?
Greatest achievement: Saving old
houses.
Greatest regret: Selling Brass Beds
of Virginia (a store he owned.)
Most prized possession: My house.
Motivation: I like to change things.
Motto: Treat everybody equal. Everybody, in my eyes, should be the same.

(FOFSBM1VMMFS)JHIXBZt4BMVEB 7"

 

10 • windows on the Bay • .BSDI 

LAW OFICES

HUBBARD, TERRY,
& BRITT
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

293 Steamboat Road
P.O. Box 340
Irvington, VA 22480
Telephone: (804) 438-5522
Facsimile: (804) 438-5003
B.H.B. Hubbard, III
Matson C. Terry, II
Raymond L. Britt, Jr.
William B. Hubbard
since 1974

ELLINGTON’S PAINTING
Free Estimates

.EW  /LD s 2ESIDENTIAL  #OMMERCIAL
)NTERIOR  %XTERIOR s 0AINTING  3TAINING
#LEANING  3EALING OF $ECKS  $OCKS

Direct: (804) 438-5063
Direct: (804) 438-5064
Direct: (804) 438-5077
Direct: (804) 438-5784

Wagner Builder LLC
George W. Wagner

Many local written references upon request
*We return phone calls promptly.*
&ULLY LICENSED AND INSURED
0ROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE IN PAINTING TO ENHANCE
THE BEAUTY OF YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS
Master Painter and a ﬁne crew
with 38 years’ experience

Cliff Ellington Sr.
Cell: (804) 366-7270
Ofﬁce: (804) 758-9541
Formerly of Richmond – West End custom homes for 23 years
now proudly serving Northern Neck’s ﬁne homes for 15 years.
Give us a call. I guarantee you will be glad you did. (Remember
it’s that time of year again so get on board. We would love to do
yours too!)

Fine Custom Homes for over 25 years
We specialize in new custom homes, renovations,
additions and repairs.
Construction Management Services Available

804 240-2689/804 240-2774
wagnerbuilder@aol.com
VA Class A licensed contractor
Fully insured / EPA Certiﬁed, lead safe renovator
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Welcome to the warmth of Jngleside
story and photos by
Audrey Thomasson

D of Wicomico Church is a charmown a narrow lane in the village

ing Federalist-styled c.1840 home. It’s name,
Ingleside, was bestowed by the original owner,
Hiram Ingram, and is Scottish for hearthside—
appropriate for the warm and welcoming home
which has wood burning ﬁreplaces in nearly
every room and retains a strong sense of its history throughout.
Current owners, Emma and Jim Voelzke of
Washington, D.C., also bring a warm and welcoming charm to the home they’ve owned for
about two years. The rooms are ﬁlled with
youthful vibrancy from their three children and
an abundance of friends. Emma explained they
have as many as 16 people there on some visits.
Jim is an architect who was attracted to the
dwelling’s original features which were maintained even though the house has been through
several renovations over 170 years. He believes
it’s his responsibility to preserve Ingleside for
future families to enjoy.

Situated on 10 acres, the property includes ﬁve
original outbuildings—a brick smoke house, an
old abandoned laundry house, a carriage house,
guesthouse with ofﬁce and a workshop.
Ingleside is listed in Historic Sites in Virginia’s Northern Neck and Essex County. Author
Thomas Wolf states the bricks and ﬂagstones
used in the structure are believed to have come
from the ruins of Wicomico Parish Church
across the road.
Previous owners, Rob and Paula Ransone, purchased Ingleside in 1992 and enlisted the help of
researchers to conduct an historical study. Their
study revealed the wings were added to the home
in 1851. Col. Lewis Tignor acquired it in 1867
and made extensive renovations in 1923 when
it is believed electricity and steamed heat were
added.
“Evidently, Ingleside was one of the ﬁrst
houses in the area to have electricity, which was
evidently ‘all on’ or ‘all off,’” according to Paula
Ransone. “Visitors have told us of driving down
Route 200 in the 1930s and seeing the house
completely lighted.”
The structure still has the knob and tube
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wiring and screw-in baseboard plugs for historical purposes, she noted. Also original— all
the moldings, the staircase, paneling, many of
the doors and ﬁreplace mantels, and H and L
hinges—some with leather washers.
Ingleside and its outbuildings were in disrepair when the Ransones purchased it. Many ﬂoor
joists had been eaten away and one chimney blew
down in a storm while another, built directly on
the ground, soon followed.
The Ransones hired an historical architect
from Richmond to design a kitchen, laundry and
utility addition that would harmonize with the
original character of the dwelling, placing it at
the back to keep from altering the front elevation. Cabinets were built to ﬁt the home’s style,
and were mismatched intentionally to give the
appearance they were added over time. The
old kitchen is now the “keeping room” or “TV
room” to the Voelzke kids, Grace, 14, Maggie,
18, and Jim, 21.
Some features of the past renovations were
removed, like the narrow oak veneer ﬂooring
in the dining room, and the original wide plank
heart pine ﬂoors restored. Other features were

retained such as a charming sink in the butler’s
pantry. All the old claw-foot tubs were saved,
as well, but gutters were removed and replaced
with a Williamsburg-style brick drain system
around the home’s foundation in keeping with
the earlier era. The home was also ﬁtted with
ductwork to accommodate central air conditioning, not an easy feat for such an old structure.
Energy efﬁcient windows were added, also for
comfort, while hexagonal tiles were installed to
give bathroom ﬂoors a “dated” look.
After the Ransone’s sold the house, it fell back
on 10 years of hard times, was foreclosed by the
bank and again began to deteriorate. The Voelzkes added central heating, repaired and replaced
plaster and plumbing and are currently working
to restore the landscaping.
Jim noted the home’s wonderful original
design of a long row of single-ﬁle rooms that
allows light to stream in from all sides.
“It’s my favorite feature of the house,” he
said.
And who better than an architect to save this
little piece of the past and ﬁll it with life, laughter, love and a dog named Boom?

Grace, Emma, and Jim
Voelzke with Boom love
spending time in their
“new” home.

The Voelzke’s want to restore the gardens back to their prime.
(Photo by Rob Ransone)

Beams outline the domed ceiling over the breakfast nook.

Saving part of the past
helps to preserve the
home’s character.
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Northern Neck Master Gardeners Tips
by CarolAnne Taylor
Time to prune
Late winter and early spring are great
times to prune—before trees and shrubs
begin to put out new growth.
Start with a clean set of tools; usually
loppers and bypass pruners are all you need.
Clean your tools between uses, or after
working on a diseased plant, using Listerine, Lysol or rubbing alcohol. Look for and
remove branches that are diseased or dying,
rubbing or crossing, or growing toward the
center of the plant. Then, step back and
evaluate what you’ve done. Understanding
a plant’s natural habit or shape will help
you determine how to prune it.
Trees: “Prune branches of deciduous
trees carefully, to the branch collar,” said
Susan Lindsey. “This is a ring-shaped area
located where the branch meets the trunk.
“Cut at a downward angle to prevent rain
settling on the wound.”
When pruning ﬂowering trees, take care
not to cut off ﬂower buds. Some ornamen-

tal trees, such as cherry, plum, and crabapple form buds on old wood and should be
pruned after ﬂowering.
For crape myrtle, strive for natural,
graceful growth rather than cutting off the
top of the tree. Always remove suckers at
the base of trees.
Evergreens require minimal pruning,
just make sure to remove dead or diseased
limbs.
For pruning cuts and other tips, go to
ext.vt.edu and obtain publications 430456 and 430-457.
Shrubs: Deciduous shrubs require
maintenance pruning to keep them
healthy and in scale. Determining the
natural shape of the shrub is the ﬁrst
step. To maintain height in mounding
shrubs, like azalea and spiraea, prune
the longest branches with the cuts well
inside the shrub mass.
To reduce the height of shrubs with a
cane habit, like forsythia and nandina,
remove the tallest canes by sawing them
at ground level.

Make sure you know your plant before
pruning or you may remove this year’s
ﬂowers. Some hydrangeas ﬂower on old
wood, some on new wood.
Evergreen shrubs grow best with light
and air. Prune deep inside the plant and
cut out small portions to create holes
where light and air can reach. This keeps
green leaves deep inside the plant and not
just on the outer edges.
Obtain Publication 430-459, or call
Northern Neck Master Gardeners at 5805694.
Upcoming events include the 19th
annual Gardening in the Northern Neck
Seminar March 31 at the White Stone
Church of the Nazerene. Save the date.
The topic is “Watershed to Water’s Edge.”
To register, call 580-5694.
Trained and supervised by Virginia
Cooperative Extension, Master Gardener
volunteers provide the community with
research-based gardening and horticultural information. Visit nnmg.org, or call
a county Extension ofﬁce.

Holly Society to meet March 31 in Gloucester
The Colonial Virginia Chapter Holly Society will meet
March 31 at the Hampton Inn
in Gloucester. Registration will
start at 9:30 a.m. Speakers will
be George Machen and George
McLellan.

There will be plant and tact Evelyn Parker at 757-868book auctions and tours to 0496, or parkerew@aol.com by
Mobjack Nursery and Brent March 22.
and Becky’s Chesapeake Bay
Friendly Teaching Garden. The
fee, including lunch, is $18 per
person. For reservations con-

Green fingers are the extension of a verdant heart.
–Russell Page

Lilian Lumber Company
Home Center

Storewide savings, New lawn, garden & patio items arriving daily

Anniversary Celebration

Rain gardens
to be program
topic April 14
Friends of the Rappahannock
volunteers recently dug a
2-foot-deep and 20-foot-square
hole which they ﬁlled in layers
with gravel, pea gravel and
Rappahannock Gold soil at the
Placid Bay Civic Association
community building near Oak
Grove.
The rain garden was built
and donated to the Northern Neck Chapter of Virginia
Master Naturalists for its free
“After the Storm: A Water Shed
Event” program from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. April 14 at the site. Visit
northernneckmasternaturalists.
org, or call 224-0014.

I have never had so many
good ideas day after day
as when I worked in the
garden.
–John Erskine

“FLYAWAY” One of the most
beautiful waterfront properties in Middlesex! 3 bedroom,
3 bath home overlooking the
Rappahannock River, off-shore
breakwaters – Over 1,500 ft of
waterfrontage…. An extra building
lot, waterside pool with bluestone
deck, boathouse, sand beach &
spectacular sunrise & sunsets!
(Home can be purchased without
extra lot) $1,695,000

-M>O> :KF:G
  
':LHG ,>:EMR #G<
www.stevenandjeandarman.com

BAYPORT – Rappahannock River
Views – Sweeping views with
sand beach access! 2 bedroom,
2 bath home with bonus room.
Large eat-in kitchen, big deck
overlooking river. $289,500

':LHG ,>:EMR #G<
www.masonrealty.com

':KOBG ':LHG
  

April 13-14th

15115 Northumberland Hwy., Burgess • 804-453-4911

NewDaily!
s
Item

Antiques, Home Accessories
Furniture, Jewelry
Nice Things

Carter’s Cottage Consignments
17410 General Puller Hwy.
Deltaville, VA 23043
Four doors east of Hurd’s

wind ws
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Windows on the Bay is printed annually in March. If
you would like to be included next year, please call the
Rappahannock Record at (804) 435-1701 or the Southside
Sentinel at (804) 758-2328 and ask to speak to someone
in the advertising department.
2013 Advertising deadline: March 1, 2013

804-776-7878
14 • windows on the Bay • .BSDI 

Please mention this guide to our advertisers.

Foundation or Moisture Problems?
Cracked Bricks?

Uneven Floors?

Nasty Crawl Space?

DELTAVILLE – Outstanding Views of
Rappahannock River & Windmill Point MILL CREEK – Beautiful 2 BR, 1 BA
– Beautifully restored cottage – 2 bed- cottage. 4-6’ MLW with pier. Includes
room, 1 bath cottage offers +1,300 sq. 2nd lot. Great deal! $349,950
ft., Pier. Great getaway! $449,950

':LHG ,>:EMR #G<

-M>O> :KF:G
  

www.stevenandjeandarman.com

GLENNWICOMICO
LESTER
CO., INC.
INC.
GLENN
LESTER
CO.,
CHURCH, VA

Do You Have Any Of These Symptoms?
Foundation Problems?
Cracked Brick?
Uneven Floors?
Cracked Drywall?
Musty Smells?
Rotted Wood?

Sticking Windows
& Doors?
Nasty Crawl Space?
Wet Basements?
Bouncy Floors?
Mold & Fungus?
Termites, Bugs,
& Rodents?

JES HAS THE SOLUTION!
Foundation Repair
Basement Waterprooﬁng
Crawl Space Moisture Control
*

$AVE $500

FREE
Inspection
&
Estimate!

Road Building
Lot Clearing
3TONE s -ULCH
h,OCALLY /WNED "USINESS FOR OVER  YEARSv

FREE ESTIMATES
#ALL    s 4OLL &REE    

A llison’s
A wnings
Add exterior space with colorful Sunbrella fabrics.
Increase energy efficiency through shading.
Protection from the elements on your deck or patio.

A llison’s
Seamless
Gutters

Any Job Over $3000
Financing Available!
Jesse Waltz, P.E.
Stella Waltz, Owners

RIP-RAP & ARMOR STONE
INSTALLATION

*Must show coupon upon inspection appointment.
Not to be combined with any other offer.
Offer good only at time of FREE inspection.

Aluminum & Copper
5” & 6” Gutters
Gutter Cleaning & Maintenance  Leaf Guard Systems

AVOID FURTHER DAMAGE TO YOUR HOME!

888-698-2158
www.jeswork.com

Locally
Owned &
Operated by
Professional
Engineers!

A llison’s

Hardware

3010 Northumberland Highway, Lottsburg, Virginia

allisonsacehardware.com 804-529-7578

.BSDI 
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More than a pretty house
by Tom Chillemi

BCryer’s

efore visitors get to Dave and Linda
home on Cedar Pointe
in Middlesex County, they are greeted by
whimsical animal ﬁgures stationed along
the winding driveway.
A baby elephant, an alligator and nearly
full-sized mountain gorilla are stationed in
the natural areas the Cryers have planted or
nurtured.
Dave, who admits he’s not fascinated
with growing ﬂowers, has created a meandering nature path lined with unusual trees,
each with a plate indicating its popular and
botanical names.
He explained that Middlesex County has
the same micro-climate as coastal Honshu
on Japan’s main island. Among his favorites
are the Yoshino cedar and the Kousa dogwood.

Among the other trees are four Bald
Cypress trees that he planted at the same
time. It’s a mystery why one of them has
grown to about twice the size of the others.
The Honey Locust tree blooms with a
fragrant white blossom in the spring. Due
to its thorny bark, it’s also known as “the
devil’s walking stick” until it’s about 10
years old.
Along the way is a Zelkova, a hybrid
variety of the Dutch Elm tree, which were
wiped out in a blight, decades ago.
A hardy Ginko, the oldest tree on earth, is
resistant to disease.
The Cryers built their French country
home in 2003 at the mouth of LaGrange
Creek near Urbanna on the Rappahannock
River. From there, they can see the Norris
Bridge about 11 miles south, get spectacular full moon rises, and watch ospreys build
a nest.
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The Cryers opted for a low maintenance
exterior of Dryvit synthetic stucco. The trim
is redwood with a baked-on ﬁnish.
One thing that was important to Linda
was that she didn’t want to be “closed off ”
in the kitchen. The open ﬂoor plan was
accomplished using steel beams. Vaulted
ceilings divide the kitchen, dining and
living rooms.
The open ﬂoor plan accommodates large
groups including family, friends and the
many foster children to whom the Cryers
have opened their home.
One of the smartest things they did, said
Linda, was install ceramic tile ﬂoor that
resembles stone. It’s indestructible and low
maintenance.
Linda said she has since learned that
standing barefooted for extended time on
ceramic ﬂoors is hard on her feet, because
the ﬂoors have no give.

The hardwood ﬂoor upstairs takes a beating from the nine dogs that are there when
all the family visits at the same time.
Linda likes the smaller windows above
the ﬁxed windows on the water side of
the house. They have awnings and can be
opened even in the rain.
Both the crawl space and the attic are
heated and air conditioned.
Upstairs is a game room with a pool table,
adjacent to a home theater room decorated
with favorite movie posters of their family.
One of Dave’s favorites is the satyircal
“Blazing Saddles.”
The guests’ favorite of the six bedrooms
is the “lighthouse room.” A raised shelf is
ﬁlled with lighted models of famous lighthouses.
The Cryers home will be open for the
Virginia Garden Week Tour on Friday, April
27, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Rappahannock River
and LaGrange Creek
as viewed from the
living room of the
Cryer house.

A setting sun provides dramatic lighting to the entrance.

A nature path lined with unusual trees and
plants meanders around the property.

A baby elephant trumpets
from the natural area.

.BSDI 
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Daffodil Festival to include
parade, activities and food

Virginia Daffodil Show
to be held in Gloucester
The Garden Club of
Gloucester will host the Garden
Club of Virginia (GVC) Daffodil Show at Ware Academy
from 2 to 6 p.m. on Thursday,
March 29, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Friday, March 30.
The show is sanctioned by the
The American Daffodil Society
and is open to the public.
There will be numerous
types of daffodils on display

The Gloucester Parks and
Recreation Department is
sponsoring a Daffodil Festival from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Saturday, March 24, on Main
Street in Gloucester Court
House.
There will be a Daffodil
Festival Parade starting at 10
a.m. The festival will include a
food court serving seafood, hot
dogs, funnel cakes, cold drinks
and more.
There will be pony rides and
children’s games.
The event will feature
exhibits by The Gloucester
Museum of History and The
Virginia HistoryMobile (see

and competing in a number of
classes
More information on this
show and its schedule can be
found at the GCV website at
www.gcvirginia.org.
Ware Academy is at 7936
John Clayton Memorial HighHistory will be on the move
way in Gloucester.
For more information on the in Virginia in an 18-wheeler
show, contact Ann Heller at “museum on wheels” when the
Civil War 150 HistoryMobile
804-643-4137.
rolls into Gloucester for a twoday visit Saturday, March 24
and Sunday, March 25.
The exhibit, an initiative
foodstuffs, mixing equipment
and hand appliances stored in a of the Virginia Sesquicentenbaking center; paper, foil, tape and nial of the American Civil War
marking pen for freezing placed Commission, will be located at
the 2012 Daffodil Festival and
together.
Stored items should be easy open Saturday from 10 a.m. to
to locate at a glance. Example: 5 p.m. and Sunday from noon
canned goods stored one deep to 5 p.m. Admission to the Hison a narrow shelving are easy to toryMobile is free.
The expandable 78-foot tracidentify and eliminate searching.
Like articles should be stored tor-trailer contains a high-tech
or grouped together. Example: immersive experience detailing
canned goods, organized in stor- Virginia’s incomparable place
age units according to likeness of in history. The HistoryMobile
contents are easy to locate. This
principle will also provide a visual
inventory when the shopping list
is made.
Northern Neck Master GarFrequently used items should
be stored within easy reach. Easy deners will hold their annual
reach is normally deﬁned as Gardening in the Northern
between eye-level and hip-level, Neck seminar from 8:45 a.m. to
at the front of the cabinet shelf. A 3 p.m. March 31 at the White
roll out shelf allows complete use Stone Church of the Nazarene.
of the cabinet and is considered The theme is Watershed to
one of the most desirable aids in Water’s Edge and will showcase the Integrated-Shoreline
cabinetry.

‘HistoryMobile’ to be
at Daffodil Festival

Tips for kitchen storage utilization
There are several basic storage
principles that will help during
planning.
Store items at the ﬁrst or last
place of use. For example, most
homemakers store all pans in the
cooking area. Yet during many
types of preparation, water is
placed in the container ﬁrst. Thus,
it is a step saving storage principle
to place several pans near the sink.
Another example is everyday dish
storage. Storage at the ﬁrst place
of use would be near the table.
Storage at the last place of use
would be near the sink.
Store items in multiple locations if used for different tasks.
Example: measuring cups and
spoons might be needed at the
sink and in the food preparation
area. Thus, two sets of tools would
be more efﬁcient.
Items used together should be
stored together. Example: recipe
books, paper and pencil grouped
together near a planning center;

related story). Tours of Brent
& Becky’s Bulbs daffodil farm
will be held from 11 a.m. to
3:45 p.m. and buses are available to take passengers to the
farm.
The Chesapeake Bank Main
Street Stage will feature storytelling by Alice Call, the Bayside Youth Ballet, Magniﬁcent
Mutt Show, and Gloucester
High School Jazz Band.
There also will be face painting, magic show, and strolling “characters” along Main
Street.
For more information, contact Gloucester Parks and Recreation at (804) 693-2355.

draws together stories from all
over Virginia and uses state-ofthe-art technology and immersive exhibit spaces to present
individual stories of the Civil
War and Emancipation from
the viewpoints of those who
experienced it—young and old,
enslaved and free, soldiers and
civilians.
The Civil War 150 HistoryMobile visits museums,
schools, state and federal parks,
fairs, and other sites.
More information the Civil
War 150 HistoryMobile and
the initiatives of the Virginia
Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission can
be found at www.VirginiaCivilWar.org.

Gardening seminar set
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Evaluation Assistance ( I-SEA)
program.
The seminar also will offer
four lecture sessions, exhibitors and vendors. The fee is
$25 with advance registration,
or $30 at the door. Registration
forms are available at nnmg.
org, or call 580-5694.

Miller’s
Septic Service, Inc.
Locally & family owned since 1973

All areas of septic and sewer service &
installs for residential & commercial work
Serving the Peninsula, Middle
Peninsula & Northern Neck
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ELECTRICAL, INC.
Electrical Construction, Commercial and Industrial

757-345-0033 (phone)
120 Tewning Road
757-345-2694 (cell)
Williamsburg, VA 23188
Email: luxterraelectrical@msn.com

J
C
Jim’s
CABINET
CREATIONS
Custom Cabinets, Manufactured Cabinets,
C

URBANNA – 3-4 BR, 5 full BA,
garage, shop, generator. Pier.
Great views – Water on 3 sides!
$695,000 Eric Johnson 804-8158374 eric@masonrealty.com

URBANNA CREEK – 3 BR, 3 ½ BA
2-Story with walk-out basement. 3
covered porches. Pier, boathouse.
$349,000 Eric Johnson 804-8158374 eric@masonrealty.com

URBANNA CREEK – 4 BR, 3 ½
BA brick ranch, 2 car att’d garage.
Pier, boathouse & lift. Nice views! 4’
MLW. $669,000 Eric Johnson 804815-8374 eric@masonrealty.com

DELTAVILLE – Broad Creek – 3
BR, 2 BA Ranch style on 2 lots.
Excellent water depth. Deck, large
boathouse. $549,500 R.D. Johnson
804-815-8320 rd@masonrealty.com

and Closet Storage Units
Granite, Corian, Quartz, and Laminate Tops

Come visit our new show room!
jimscabinets@kaballero.com
(804) 435-2061 Fax: (804) 435-8700
44 Whisk Drive White Stone, VA

HUNTON CREEK – Deltaville – 3
BR, 3 ½ BA Brick Colonial, New
roof! Master suite up & down.
2 car garage. Pier, 3’ MLW.
$429,500 R.D. Johnson 804815-8320 rd@masonrealty.com

MEACHIM CREEK – 3 BR, 2 BA
ranch home. Large decks, floating dock. Community boat ramp
& dock/slips. $279,000 Steve
Darman 804-815-2036 sdarman1@aol.com

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER –
Beautiful 3 BR, 2 BA riverfront
home /18 acres. 510’ river frontage. Sand beach! $499,999
Steve Darman 804-815-2036
sdarman1@aol.com

SALUDA VILLAGE – Renovated 4 BR, 2 BA Victorian, circa
1895. Pine floors, tile baths,
1st floor Master suite. 1 ½ ac.
$249,500 Irvin Shackelford 8158400 irvin@masonrealty.com

E

SQUIRE
s e r v i c e s

Professional Cleaning Services

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER – Sweeping views! 3 BR, 2 BA, in-ground pool,
detached garage/guest quarters.
Dock, boatlift, sand beach. 1.4 ac.
$815,000 Irvin Shackelford 804-8158400 irvin@masonrealty.com

URBANNA HARBOUR – 4 BR,
2 ½ BA - Water views! Generator,
wood floors, lrg kitchen. Area of upscale homes. Boat slip for lease or
purchase. $269,500 Craig Hall 8158494 craig@masonrealty.com

URBANNA – 3 BR, 2 BA Contemporary Ranch, garage, generator, paved drive. Great condition
– Area of upscale homes. 1 ac.
$295,000 Craig Hall 815-8494
craig@masonrealty.com

URBANNA – Immaculate 3 BR,
2 BA, 2 car garage. Oak floors,
granite counters, tile baths.
River views! $399,500 Craig
Hall 804-815-8494 craig@masonrealty.com

Carpet
Upholstery
Oriental Rugs
Odor Elimination
Urine Treatment
Tile & Grout Cleaning
Water Damage
Restoration

For more information on any of our listings, please call Mason Realty ﬁrst
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WANTED – We need property to SELL! All types. Please call! No obligation.
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w w w. m a s o n r e a l t y. c o m
Eric Johnson . . . . . . . 815-8374
Craig Hall. . . . . . . . . . .815-8494
Tillie Hudgins . . . . . . . .776-6350
Marvin Mason . . . . . . .815-8391
Steve Darman . . . . . . .815-2036
R. D. Johnson II . . . . . .815-8320

Realtors
and
Appraisers

Walter Lawson, Jr. . . . .758-2836
Irvin R. Shackelford . .815-8400
Jean Darman . . . . . . . .577-7083
Zani Autry . . . . . . . . . .758-3181
Bill Kallam . . . . . . . . . .832-1024
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Commercial
& Residential
P.O. Box 1413
Tappahannock, Va
www.esquireservices.net

Ph: 804.443.4751
800.321.4751
Fax: 804.443.2394

Quality You Insist On, Service You Can Depend On!
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HOMETOWN LIGHTING
SHOWROOM

12 th Anniversary Sale
Going on Now

• Discounts up to 70% off
• Fans and Fixtures
• Better than the Internet
• Lowest Price Guarantee
• Certified Lighting Staff
• AREA WIDE Delivery
• Lighting Design Service

435-0003

35 S. Main St., Kilmarnock
Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-4 PM
www.hometownlighting.com

Responsible Lender + Sensible Mortgage =
A Home Loan That You Can Live With
When you get a home mortgage loan from Chesapeake
Bank, your best interests are our only interest. We make
KRPHORDQVEDVHGRQWKHVDPHVRXQGÀQDQFLDOSULQFLSOHV
WKDWKDYHVHUYHGRXUFRPPXQLW\ZHOOIRUPRUHWKDQ
\HDUV%HFDXVH\RXUKRXVHLVPRUHWKDQ\RXUPRVW
VLJQLÀFDQWLQYHVWPHQW³LW·V
your home. And it should be
sheltering you and your family
IRU\HDUVWRFRPH6RFDOOXVIRU
DORDQWKDW\RXFDQOLYHZLWK

&KHVDSHDNH%DQN(TXDO+RXVLQJ/HQGHU0HPEHU)',&
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Bricks & Mortar
Commercial construction continues in the area.
Pictured below and on the following pages are some of
the projects under way or completed in recent months.

RCC Kilmarnock Center

Deltaville Community Center

Rappahannock Community College opened the doors to its 8,160-square-foot Kilmarnock
center in late January. Cole and Denny developed the floor plan while NBJ architectural firm
used the design from other RCC sites. Mike Christopher was responsible for the building of
the $480,000 project which features high-tech computer classrooms and a nursing lab.

Eleven months after the April 16, 2011 tornado cut through the heart of Deltaville, the
new Deltaville Community Association (DCA) building is nearly complete. The tornado also
damaged the Ricky Taylor Memorial Pool, which was renovated in 2011 just in time for summer.
Both projects were true community efforts accelerated by donations and volunteer labor, as
well as contractors and suppliers who donated or discounted their services and materials.

King Carter Golf Clubhouse
Lancaster Judicial Center
The $4 million Judicial Center in Lancaster Courthouse is
a 24,000-square-foot building housing the Circuit, General
District and Juvenile and Family courts and offices of the
court clerks and Commonwealth’s Attorney. Construction was
completed in December, 2010 by David A. Nice Builders using
local workers and subcontractors.

The 2100-square-foot clubhouse at King Carter Golf Club
near Kilmarnock is expected to open in April. The building,
which cost between $400,000 and $500,000, will serve as a
clubhouse, pro shop and the King Carter Cafe restaurant with
indoor seating for 40 and outdoor seating for 30. The building
was designed by architect Andy Walls of Eagle Construction
of Virginia and built by Southland Homes of Richmond.

Vineyard Restaurant
The Vineyard Restaurant at Jacey Vineyards near Remo
opened in January 2012. The 2500-square-foot building
serves as a tasting room and restaurant, where lunch and
dinner is served on Fridays and Saturdays and brunch is
served on Sundays. The winery and restaurant are owned by
Robert Jacey, MD.
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Joseph C. Jones Inc.

Good Luck Cellars
Good Luck Cellars near Kilmarnock has an expansive room
and wrap around porch that will accommodate wedding
receptions and other events. There’s also an intimate tower
at the top that overlooks the vineyards. Owners Katie and
Paul Krop have a cellar full of wine barrels open for public
viewing.

Brent House
The 3,000-square-foot Sears kit Victorian on South Main
Street in Kilmarnock is owned by ICN Enterprises, LLC.
According to ICN principal Julian Patterson, the company
wants to save and restore the Victorian which had fallen into
disrepair. Foot Contractors of Williamsburg is using some
local sub-contractors and expects to complete restoration
by this summer. The second building is approximately 1,500
square feet.

Mercer Place
Located on East Church Street in Kilmarnock, Mercer Place
opened July, 2011. The non-profit Partners Foundation offers
16 affordable rental units for educators and other service
industry providers, such as nurses and law enforcement. It
was designed by Wayne Jones of JA, PLLC in Raleigh, NC
and built by Community Housing Partners Corporation of
Christiansburg, Virginia. Total cost was $2.05 million.

Shear Pleasure
Shear Pleasure Salon opened in February 2011 on Route 200
outside of Kilmarnock. The 1350-square-foot building was
designed by salon owner Charlotte Self and Lloyd Dilday of
Chesapeake Homes in Weems and Lively. Dilday was also the
builder.
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Now
l`Ylk
cool
[Yk`
.OT ONLY CAN #ARRIER AIR CONDITIONERS SAVE YOU UP TO †
ON YOUR COOLING COSTS FOR A LIMITED TIME SAVE UP TO  
WITH &ACTORY 2EBATES  &OR YEAR ROUND COMFORT AND ENERGY
SAVINGS NOTHING COULD BE COOLER
s &AMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 
s 5NMATCHED #ARRIER EXPERTISE EFlCIENCY AND RELIABILITY
s  4OP $UCT &REE 3ALES
s 7E /FFER -AINTENANCE !GREEMENTS

YOUR LOCAL CARRIER EXPERT

RYMAN’S INC.
AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING
Urbanna, VA

804-758-2978

Hartfield Fire Department Pavilion
The Hartfield Volunteer Fire Department’s pavilion features
a 3,600 square foot reception hall, a complete commercial
kitchen and meeting room. The pavilion can accommodate 299
people for private events. For more, visit Hartfieldfire.com.

Deli in Saluda
This 26-by-34 foot building on Route 33 near Saluda Court
House is going to be a deli/country store.
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† As compared to a Carrier 10 SEER air conditioner.
* Rebate savings range from $50 to $1,350 depending on equipment
purchased. Expires 6/30/2012. See participating dealer for details.

(804) 529-6226

CRALLE INSURANCE AGENCY
GENERAL INSURANCE

Callao, VA 22435

HILDA DRIGGS
Agent

Yankee Point Racing Clubhouse

Gary’s Well Drilling
& Pump Service
2" & 4" Wells Drilled
Pump Installation
Pump Service & Repair
Trenching - Irrigation Wells
Licensed & Insured.
Over 30 Years’ Experience.
Owner: Gary R. Blake, Topping, Virginia

804-758-2621

The Yankee Point Racing and Cruising Club finished
construction on its 16,000-square-foot clubhouse in December.
Club member George Bott was responsible for most of the
architectural design. The $173,000 building can hold up to 155
people for the club’s meetings and events.

Spring shows what God can do
with a drab and dirty world.
~Virgil A. Kraft

Great Fortune
Fiona and Charlie Li opened their restaurant Great Fortune on
Main Street in Kilmarnock in July 2011. The restaurant now
occupies some 5,800 square feet, including 1,800 square feet
of deck for outside dining. Charlie Li designed and acted as
general contractor and did much of the work himself.

If the power goes out
will you be ready?
No more worries of blackouts, brownouts or weather related outages. Just peace of mind that 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, your home and family are protected
against electrical failure.
s &ULLY AUTOMATIC s 0ERMANENTLY INSTALLED
s -ORE PRACTICAL THAT A PORTABLE

Urbanna Firehouse

Spring Specials
0OPULAR -ODELS
%ACH INCLUDES TRANSFER SWITCH
K7  s K7 
K7 
(while supplies last)

The Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department in Urbanna has a new three-bay addition. The addition
was built by Hammon Brothers of Tappahannock and the structure is 65-by-74 feet.

HURD’s, INC.
START RIGHT. START HERE.
$ELTAVILLE 6A s  

Models Available:
7kw - 150 kw

Wesley Hatchell, Sr.

GENERATOR
Installation & Service

804-758-0357
Cell: 804-347-9843

Tiffany Yachts
Tiffany Yachts in Burgess opened its new building (center) in February 2011, one year exactly
after a fire destroyed its old facility. The 12,000-square-foot building is used for indoor
boat repair work, offices and a ship’s store. Designed by Engineering Design Associates of
Richmond and Wicomico Church, it was built by Courthouse Construction of Gloucester.
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Oyster Harbor
The Residences at Oyster Harbor in Urbanna features 10
condominiums and two free-standing units. Each residence
comes with a 40-foot floating boat slip on Urbanna Creek,
a pool, screened porch, granite and ceramic bathrooms and
kitchen, plus enclosed storage. Beckstoffer & Associates of
Weems is the owner, architect, and interior designer.

West Marine
West Marine’s 15,000-square-foot store will replace both of its
Deltaville stores that totaled 16,700 square feet. Construction
is scheduled to be completed by May 12. The energy-efficient
store should be open by the end of May. The Deltaville store is
one of seven large-format stores set to open by West Marine,
which is consolidating into a larger store.

Keep Warm - Be Cool

N BLETT, INC.
(804) 435-1111
(800) 535-0084
17 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
E-mail: info@noblett.com
www.noblett.com

Trinity Episcopal Church
Trinity Episcopal Church in Lancaster recently added a 3,840square-foot enclosed pavillion to host church and community
events. The approximately $70,000 project was designed by
J.R. Roacher and built by C.B. structures.
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Heathsville United Methodist Church
A 3200-square-foot addition should be completed by May at Heathsville United Methodist
Church. The addition will include a fellowship hall, offices, bathroom and kitchen. Bayshore
Design of Kinsale is the architect and Courthouse Construction of Gloucester is building the
estimated $750,000 addition.

Pruning
clinic due
March 31

White Stone Wine & Cheese
A landmark on main street in White Stone, the restaurant
changed hands last year and reopened in October under the
ownership of Mike Robertson. There are 1,800 square feet
of renovations, designed by Robertson, who also acted as
his own general contractor doing much of the work himself.
White Stone Wine and Cheese is open for lunch and dinner
offering continental fare.

Look for the

ìivah Visitor’s Guide
on newsstands April 26
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Unhappy with the look of
your trees? Has your Crepe
Myrtle lost its natural form?
Join the Middlesex Master
Gardeners for a free hands-on
pruning clinic on Saturday,
March 31 at 11 a.m. (rain date
April 7). The clinic will be held
at Bridalwise Riding Academy,
12612 General Puller Highway,
Hartﬁeld.
Virginia Clark, a Middlesex
Master Gardener, will demonstrate proper pruning techniques, share how to correct
pruning errors and how to
properly sharpen pruning tools.
Virginia has extensive experience in natural and corrective
pruning. Tools will be provided
or bring your own.
Master Gardener/Virginia
Cooperative Extension programs are open to all. Call 7584120 for more information.
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Spring Specials on select styles – free
upgrades! Save now!
Professional Installation
Custom Countertops
'RANITE s 1UARTZ s 3OLID 3URFACE s 7OOD s ,AMINATE
 'ENERAL 0ULLER (WY s 3ALUDA s   s HHC VERIZONNET
Serving Middlesex & Surrounding Counties for Over 30 Years

HOME CENTER

We service what we sell
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Custom Architectural
Glass Art
established 1989
serving the Northern Neck
since 1999

www.zekiahglass.com
804-394-3142

Cut mowing time by 1/3
The following is for entertainment only.
Attempting to build a mowing “side car” could be hazardous.

I

’m not among those who think
mowing the lawn is important.
Mowing grass is a tremendous
waste of time. It’s noisy, dirty and
dangerous (see above warning).
There is so much else I’d rather
do, especially in spring and summer.
That’s why I came up with a way to
get the task done quicker by attaching a push mower “side car” to my
riding mower.
I took one pipe clamp—the kind
used to clamp furniture together—
and attach it to the riding mower
frame. Small squares of rubber inner
tube help the clamp grip the frame.
Next, I positioned the push
mower “backwards” so the arms
contact the pipe clamp (see photo).
Notice the discharge chutes are in
opposite directions.
I used duct tape to attach only
one of the push mower arms to the
pipe clamp (you’ll see why later).
A couple of vise grips were added
support, but turned out not to be
necessary. A coat hanger placed
from the pipe clamp to the mower
body prevented the side car from
sliding up.
That was it.
I spent more time trying to get
the old push mower running than I
did hooking up the side car.
I now had a 59 inch cut, and
have reduced mowing time by a
third. For reference, a mower with a

“The side car also cuts
under bushes with
overhanging branches.”

by Tom Chillemi

“I mow in the same
gear as I did without
the ‘side car.’ ”
ﬁne, even in tall grass.
Third surprise: Have you ever
seen a riding mower get stuck
trying to mow a ditch? Well, with
the side car, I can keep the riding
mower up and out of the ditch and
let the side car cut the incline. The
side car also cuts hills, leaving the
riding mower on the ﬂat section.
This is possible because it is connected loosely with duct tape and
in only one place to the pipe clamp.
This “articulating action” also allows
for mowing around bushes, which
leads to another surprise.
The side car also cuts under
bushes with overhanging branches.
The operator does not have to lean
away or hold back the branches.
Later I removed the top half of the
push mower handle to get it out of
the way.
Now I feel like I’m on a real piece
of farm equipment such as a combine, spewing grass in all directions.
After I ﬁrst made the side car I was
telling the story to someone. Before I
got to the good part, they remarked
they had seen a riding mower with
two push mowers attached to it.
Hmm? I wonder what would
happen if …

“the mowers overlap and there is no
gap—not even in turns.”
60-inch cut would cost thousands
of dollars.
So, how does it work? Better than I
ever expected and there were some
unintended good consequences.
First surprise: I thought there
would be a gap of uncut grass
between mowers, but the mowers
overlap and there is no gap—not
even in turns.

Second surprise: I thought I
would have to mow slower. Not
true. I mow in the same gear as I did
without the “side car.” Here’s why.
The riding mower had 10 horsepower when it was new 15 years
ago. I estimate it has 6-7 horsepower
now and must haul me around and
spin two blades. The push mower
is rated at 3.5 horsepower and cuts

“I can keep the riding
mower up and out of the
ditch and let the side car
cut the incline.”

59-inch cut
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Just Gardens
tour plans to
return in 2013
As the Coca Cola slogan
from the 1930s suggests, Just
Gardens will pause to “reorganize, revitalize and refresh,”
according to committee chairman Anne Olsen.
“We’ve enjoyed eleven wonderful years with our Just Gardens family,” said Olsen. “That
family is made up of gracious
garden owners, Master Gardeners, committee members and
of course the devoted general
public, who have come back
year after year to see new and
revisited gardens. It’s time for
us to take a one year break and
prepare for future tours. We’re
not going away, we’re just
taking a much needed pause to
refresh.”
Plans are in the works for the
2013 tour May 17 and 18, she
said. The tour has raised just
over $125,000 during its 11
year run to beneﬁt The Haven
Shelter and Services.

Call us!
We always have
Truckload Pricing
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The

RIVAH SHOPS
BURGESS HOUSE, INC.

Old, New & In-Between
Home decor, Furniture, Lamps, Mirrors, Pictures,
Jewelry, Nautical items, and Collectibles!
Always a Sale!
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
Burgess, VA (804) 453-5900

Crying Shame
Picture Framing & Art Gallery
/iÀÛÃÊ/ÕLiÀÃÊUÊ>À«Ã>ÊUÊ«Ê«ÃÊUÊ>}Ã
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(804) 443-0070
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Essex Antiques & Collectibles
1657 Tappahannock Blvd. • Tappahannock, VA
804-443-0335 • A Multi-Dealer Mall
located in Essex Square Shopping Center
Come browse our store for furniture, glassware,
jewelry, coins, trains and lots more!
Open 6 days a week • Closed Wednesdays

Carrot Cottage
Jim Shore, Willow Tree,
Crocs, Flags, Garden & Nautical Accessories
Tervis Tumblers and Flags Galore
Scarves, Handbags & Jewelry

“We Celebrate Everything”

-ONTROSS 6! s 804-493-1320

NORTHERN NECK
BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

Every arrangement is unique
by Barbara Gillespie
Flower arranging is
a personal form of art,
using your own taste and
style. Give 10 people the
same flowers and containers and there will be
10 different designs. This
is how it should be. However, a few guidelines can
help achieve a balanced
appearance in your floral
design.
There are three main
types of flowers in each
arrangement:
• Line—Tall branches
or flowers that add
height and width to
arrangements.
• Mass—Flowers that
give the arrangement
its mass or the main
focal point.
• Filler—Greenery/foliage, baby’s breath
and/or berries used
to fill in the spaces
between the focal
and mass.
If you are collecting
flowers from your yard,
it is always best to gather
them early in the morning and place in warm
water for several hours to
condition before arranging. When ready to use,
cut stalks on the diagonal
to allow more water to
be absorbed. The same
would be true for flowers bought from a store or
florist.
After you have selected
the flowers that you
would like to use, a vase/

Barbara Gillespie displays one of her flower arrangements
that includes Creeping Jenny, Bishop’s Weed, Bridal Wreath,
Peach Blossoms, Scotch Broom, Daffodils and Forsythia.

container is needed that
will determine the shape
of your arrangement.
Consider where your
arrangement is to be used.
If, for example, it is to be
used on a dining room

table, a low arrangement
is better for easy conversation. This is usually only
as tall as the elbow to the
tip of your fingers. However, I have seen very tall,
clear vases with either

branches or tall flowers
that also work and can
be more dramatic. Usually an arrangement is
1½ times higher than the
vase. Designing arrangements will be easier, but
not always necessary, if
you have “mechanics”
needed to keep the flowers in place. This could be
marbles, oasis, frogs or
chicken wire.
Establish the height of
the arrangement by placing one piece of the tallest material in the center.
Then place foliage at four
points above the container’s rim. The remaining materials are usually
cut shorter than the first
five pieces. Cut away all
plant material that will
be below the water line
to prevent bacteria that
can shorten the life of the
flowers.
Fill the container with
warm water and plant
food—either bought or
a homemade mix of one
crushed aspirin, one teaspoon of sugar and 1/4
teaspoon of bleach to
a quart of water. Check
water every day and cut
off faded blossoms.
Most of all have fun
with your flowers. Enjoy
the beauty that fresh flowers bring to your home.
And remember, every
arrangement is unique.
Barbara Gillespie is copresident of the John
Mitchell Garden Club in
Urbanna.

17144 Kings Highway
Montross, Virginia 22520
Office: (804) 493-9588 Fax: (804) 493-9533
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Historic Garden Week in Virginia
During the 80th Historic Garden Week in Virginia, April 21-28, visitors will step through the gates of more
than 250 of Virginia’s most beautiful gardens, homes and historic landmarks. Three dozen Garden Week tours
will present a rich mosaic of some of the country’s finest properties at the peak of Virginia’s springtime color.
Sponsored by The Garden Club of Virginia, local events are scheduled from the Atlantic Ocean to the Allegheny Mountains and will span the centuries from the early 17th through the early 21st. In the Middle Peninsula, tours are planned in Middlesex (April 27) and Gloucester (April 28). On the Northern Neck, a tour is
planned in Lancaster (April 25). The tours present an opportunity for visitors to enjoy some of the most elegant historic sites and breathtaking gardens the area has to offer.

Tour visitors to experience ‘Civil
War History along our Waterways’
The Garden Club of the
Middle Peninsula will hold
its tour of Middlesex County,
titled “Civil War History
along our Waterways,” on
Friday, April 27, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Visit Middlesex County
during its 2012 Sesquicentennial Commemoration of
the Civil War. Step back in
time and enjoy the views
and history from the silent
sentinels, and its river-front
homes. Walking shoes are
advised.
Ticket price includes
admission to the following
six properties:
The Cryer House is
at 31 Shell Court Road at
Cedar Pointe near Urbanna.
Whimsical animal statuary
decorate the winding garden
trails and manicured paved
drive to this contemporary
French country home facing
LaGrange Creek and looking into the Rappahannock
River.
The gardens feature native
Virginia and Coastal Honshu
Japanese plants suited to the
micro-climate of Middlesex
County. Many of the specimens are labeled with their
botanical names. A sandy
beach and pier extend the

waterfront lawn and invite
recreational activities or just
a relaxing afternoon in a
chair.
Constructed in 2003 by
local craftsmen, the home
was designed by the owners
for comfort and low maintenance. An open ﬂoor plan
accommodates large groups
including family, friends and
the many foster children to
whom they have opened their
home. The formal blends with
the informal to feature new
Shenandoah Valley furniture along with Philadelphia
antiques including an early
1800 dining room suite.
Collections of Art Deco
prints by Icart, oyster plates
and nautical sailboats and
lighthouses decorate this sixbedroom home. Movie fans
will enjoy the theater room
posters, while sports enthusiasts will appreciate the collection of signed baseballs,
footballs and an autographed
home plate.
Mr. and Mrs. David Cryer
are the owners.
Urbanna Light is at 105
Mariner’s Way next to the
bridge leading to Urbanna.
Standing majestically over
the harbor of Urbanna, this
lighthouse home appears

to be a landmark from the
past. Completed in 2005,
the house is modeled after
a lighthouse on a St. Lawrence Seaway island. The
650-pound Fresnel lens in
the lighthouse once lit Australia’s Perth Harbor.
The main house and
garage/guest house are made
of bricks rescued from an old
warehouse and have colorful
slate roofs. Anchored on one
side of the octagonal pool is
a stone sculpture of a ﬁsherman’s daughter searching
the harbor. Hollies, natural
grasses and evergreens lend
privacy to the property.
Mr. and Mrs. David Cottrell are the owners.
Christ Church Parish
is at 56 Christ Church Lane
off Route 33 East, four miles
east of Saluda. The church
was founded in 1666. The
original structure was probably wood and was replaced
by the present brick building “to be ﬁnished in 1714,”
according to the Vestry Book
of Christ Church Parish,
1663-1767.
The churchyard includes a
number of colonial tombs and
is surrounded on three sides
by a brick wall donated by
the Garden Club of Virginia
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Urbanna Light

in 1942 with proceeds from
Historic Garden Week tours.
Christ Church is listed on
both the Virginia Historic
Landmarks Register and the
National Register of Historic Places.
For centuries, parish
churches in England have
coupled the beauty of their
churches with the beauty
of ﬂowers. Christ Church
Parish follows this tradition. Especially for Historic
Garden Week, enjoy beautiful ﬂoral arrangements celebrating the theme “Beauty
and Holiness” and vestments reﬂecting the colors
of the church liturgical year.

The Rev. Paul J. Anderson,
rector of Christ Church
Parish, presides.
Millmont is at 987 Mill
Wharf Road in Wake. The
ﬁrst of two historic homes on
the tour, Millmont, built in
1810, derives its name from
its location on a hill (mont)
overlooking Mill Creek.
The original four-story, oneover-one half frame house
was built to take advantage
of the spectacular views of
the Rappahannock River,
Chesapeake Bay and a private pond. Today, the shade
trees and gardens still dot
the long expanse of lawn
where a hand-pegged barn

is located near the house. A
few remaining shrubs of forsythia and lilac mark the site
of a former nursery.
Mr. and Mrs. W. David
South are the owners.
The LeBoeuf House is
at 1411 Wilton Creek Road,
Hartﬁeld. This private, contemporary farm house has a
circular drive screened with
mature trees, hollies, dogwood and wax myrtles. The
11-acre property is situated
on a bluff overlooking the
Piankatank River facing the
Chesapeake Bay. The gardens have been designed to
display color all year. The
summer garden is resplendent

with hydrangeas and roses
and features a pool. The river
garden includes a sunken
overlook, as well as plants
selected to attract birds and
butterﬂies.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert LeBoeuf are the owners.
Providence is at 2 Bland
Point Road in Deltaville.
Fronting the Piankatank
River, this original one-andone-half story home is one
of the oldest brick homes in
Middlesex County. A brick
located above the riverfront
porch as well as county
records dating back to the
1760s indicate this property
once belonged to the William Morgan family.
The approach to Providence is impressive. The
tree-lined drive leads to

ever blooming, formal,
sun and shade gardens that
boast over 40,000 bulbs, an
array of perennials and 100
hydrangeas. This beautifully
restored home features two
new wings with massive
brick walls and chimneys, as
well as a new guest cottage,
pool and dock.
Mr. and Mrs. William R.
Cawthorn are owners.
The day of the tour, visitors
can meet with Master Gardeners and a docent on a restored
boat from the Deltaville Maritime Museum and Holly Point
Park. There is no charge to
tour the boat, which is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Refreshments and beverages will be served from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Church
of the Visitation on Route 33

near Hartﬁeld.
Tour tickets are $30 per
person. Children 13 and
older, full price; ages 6-12,
half-price; ages 5 and under,
free of charge. Tickets may
be purchased on tour day at
any of the houses. For internet tickets, please access
www.VAGardenweek.org.
Children younger than age
17 must be accompanied by
an adult.
Advance tickets are $25
per person by mail to Anne
Bland, P.O. Box 31, West
Point, VA 23181. For questions call (804) 843-2731.
Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope
with check payable to The
Garden Club of the Middle
Peninsula by April 18. No
refunds on advance tickets.

LeBoeuf House on Wilton Creek (see more Middlesex tour photos on page 33)

Four homes featured in Gloucester Garden Tour

The garden at Glen Roy

The Garden Club of
Gloucester will hold its
annual Garden Tour from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 28.
Shuttles buses will run
from Brent and Becky’s
Bulbs at 7900 Daffodil
Lane. There will be no
parking at the homes.
For ticket information,
visit www.vagardenweek.
org, or email pattygould2@
gmail.com.
Glen Roy
Today’s Glen Roy Plantation is the third structure
on the property dating from

a 1630 land grant of 600
acres from Charles I. This
house, built in 1853, is set
on 59 acres of Ware River
waterfront with farmland, woods and extensive
lawns.
Recently restored by
preservationist architect
Jay Smith, the house maintains its original Greek
Revival woodwork, plaster
moldings, wood ﬂoors, and
windows.
Jay and Miranda McClintic are the homeowners.
The stately main house
is a classic four-over-four

Georgian plan with a threepart center hall and a main
staircase that winds three
ﬂoors to a skylight and
widow’s walk. Its innovative renovation created
four bedrooms with en
suite bathrooms and a new
gourmet kitchen without
compromising the original
fabric of the house. The
ﬁrst and second ﬂoors of
the main house, the guesthouse and the schoolhouse
will be open during the
tour.
Burgh Westra
The impressive Burgh
Westra was built in 1850
by Warner Throckmorton
Taliaferro for his son, Phillip Alexander Taliaferro,
M.D.
Located on the North
River
and
designed
by noted American architect
Andrew
Jackson
Downing, the Boyds’ home,
Burgh Westra, may be the
oldest house in Gloucester
County remaining in its
original family.
In 1983, the house burned
in an accidental ﬁre, leaving behind only the brick
walls and chimneys. It has

Burgh Westra

since been painstakingly
restored and is now virtually identical to the original. The guesthouse and
the ﬁrst and second ﬂoors
of the main house will be
open.
Teaching Gardens
Located at the head of
Ware Neck, this 18-acre
site, which used to be a
cornﬁeld, is now the home
of an eight-acre public
garden. Featuring many
themed gardens, the plantings show how to use

bulbs, perennials, annuals,
biennials, ﬂowering trees
and shrubs. Designed to
show how to use many different colors and textures
in landscaping in a bayfriendly way.
The importance of
compost, drainage and
light requirements for the
plants are stressed and
are topics that docents
will share. Garden Clubs,
birding and photography
groups as well as other
organizations and school
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field trips utilize the
gardens and meet in the
“Chesapeake
Lounge”
event room.
Garden Club members
will serve refreshments
from 3 to 5.
Abingdon Episcopal
Church
The church will hold
its spring festival, ﬂower
show and art show during
the tour, and sell lunches.
The church is at 4645 on
Route 17 North at White
Marsh.
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Bay Security Systems LLC
Burglar and Fire Alarms
804-435-2275
24 Hr Monitoring
Residential
Light Commercial
Licensed and Insured
25 Years Experience
DCJS #11-6738

Irvington Road, Kilmarnock

Curry & Curry Pottery
'ARDEN 3TATUES s &OUNTAINS
0ATIO  3TEPPING 3TONES
$ECORATIVE4ERRACOTTA 0OTS
0ALLET 3TONE  TON   TON
"ELGIUM "LOCKS
'REAT 3ELECTION
4OP OF THE ,INE  -ID 'RADE 0OTTERY

h7E $ELIVERv
18399 Mary Ball Rd. L Kilmarnock L 804-435-2936

Farm & Home Supply, LLC
Hardware & Marine Hardware, Pet Food & Supplies,
Large Greenhouse, Echo Power Equipment,
Garden Tillers, Valspar Paints & Sundries,
Bird Food, Feeders and much more!
469 N. Main St., PO Box 249
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
Phone: (804) 435-3177
SOUTHERN
SOUTHERN
STATES
STATES
Hours: 7:30 - 5:30 M-F, 7:30 - 5:00 Sat.

Northern Neck garden tour will
showcase five Lancaster homes
Historic Garden Week
in the Northern Neck will
feature a tour of ﬁve homes
open for the ﬁrst time. The
Garden Club of Virginia
and the Garden Club of the
Northern Neck will host
the annual tour April 25 in
Lancaster County.
“Lancaster
Legacies,”
the tour will take place in
upper Lancaster County.
Properties on the tour will
include Mitchell’s Manor,
the Monaskon Post Ofﬁce
and General Store, Summerﬁeld, Deep Creek Farm,
and The Oaks.
The house and garden tour
takes the visitor through
lush, rolling farmland
along the Rappahannock
River, and into the creeks
of the Rappahannock and
Corrotoman Rivers.
In
1608, Captain John Smith
referred to this land as “a
place heaven and earth
never agreed better to
frame man’s habitation.”
The southernmost of the
counties that make up the
Northern Neck, Lancaster
County has especially
maintained the serene and
quiet beauty that attracted
early settlers, said publicity
chairman Kathryn Kahler
Vose.
Mitchell’s Manor is an
elegant Georgian home

Mitchell’s Manor

overlooking the Western
Branch of the Corrotoman
River, said Vose. It is owned
by Mr. and Mrs. Norman E.
Tadlock.
The Monaskan Post
Ofﬁce and General Store
is where the steamboat once
stopped to take on canned
tomatoes and oysters, continued Vose. It is owned
by Raymond E. Dobyns Jr.

and Anita Conner Tadlock,
granddaughter of Postmistress Jennie Mae Towles
Dobyns.
Summerﬁeld is a property that has been in the
family for seven generations, she said. It is owned
by Kendall Stoneham.
Deep Creek Farm is on
scenic Deep Creek, said
Vose. It is owned by Lyle
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Deep Creek Farm

Beckwith and Maureen
Flanagan.
The Oaks includes a
post-Civil War farmhouse,
she said. It is owned by R.
Page Henley Jr. and family.
Tickets can be purchased
in advance for $25 until
April 11. Send a check for
$25, payable to the Garden
Club of the Northern Neck,
to Carol Hughes, P.O. Box

775, Irvington, VA 22480.
Include a stamped, selfaddressed,
letter-sized
envelope.
Tickets may be purchased on the day of the
event for $30, or $15 for
single-site admission at any
of the houses open for the

tour and at the information
center. For internet tickets,
visit VAGardenweek.org.
Children younger than age
17 must be accompanied
by an adult.
Tickets may be purchased at The Dandelion in
Irvington, The Pedestal in

Kilmarnock and the Mary
Ball Washington Museum
and Library in Lancaster.
The information center
will be at St. Mary’s
Whitechapel at 5940 White
Chapel Road in Lancaster.
Box lunches will be
available there, but must

be reserved in advance.
Make checks ($15) payable
to St. Mary’s Whitechapel.
Send payment by April 16
to: St. Mary’s Whitechapel,
5940 White Chapel Road,
Lancaster, VA 22503, call
Janie Smith at 462-5908, or
smwclora@aol.com.

Bring this coupon in for

$500 off Plants, Mulch
& Stepping Stones

Boxcroft Inc.
Nursery & Landscaping

More sites on Middlesex tour

Shell Point

804-453-4462
867 Fleeton Road, Reedville, VA

Neal & Nickel

Pen & Ink Drawings
by

Kathryn J. Humphreys
Website: http://web.me.com/kthry240
804-761-6337

Providence

Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887
Serving:
Lancaster
Northumberland
Middlesex
Mathews
Gloucester

20% off

Draperies
Cornices
Valances
Shades
Blinds
Shutters

Courtesy In-Home Consultations
Free Installation
Millmont
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Hassle-Free Organic Gardening
by Theresa Martz

I

f you’re like me and only
have a limited amount
of time to spend gardening
you’ll want to make the most
effective use of that time.
When you garden organically
nature can do most of the
work for you. By cooperating
with her you’ll be amazed at
the time you can save in the
garden.
Organic gardening is
growing things without using
synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. It’s a way of gardening
that replaces what it uses.
It’s a simple concept based
on building healthy, living
soil through the addition of
organic material. Good soil
is the basis of any successful
food production and without
it— crops struggle and so
does the gardener. To have a
hassle-free garden, you have
to build healthy soil.
Good news
You don’t have to wade
through volumes of gardening books. No need to subject yourself and your food
to harmful poisons to prevent
insects and disease. And you
don’t need 10-10-10 and
lime.
No need to put in long grueling hours in the hot sun in
the middle of the summer. We
have an acre with borders all
around and lots of perennials.
Plus our vegetable garden is
about 40 x 60 . Even with
all that, the only thing I do in
the heat of summer is harvest
for about 45 minutes to an
hour—very early and very
late. Most of my yearly maintenance like pruning shrubs,
cutting ornamental grasses,
and adding straw to the borders and garden is done in the
fall and winter months.
Better news
You don’t have to water
either, unless you really
want to. Even in drought—a
garden that works with nature
will be able to sustain itself
much longer than a conven-

tional garden.
Weeds—when there are
some—are easy to get out.
Five minutes or less each
time out takes care of pulling
the few weeds that spring up
in my garden.
No prepping the garden
each year. All your preparation is done once when you
start gardening. After that
you just pull back the mulch
and plant.
My way of gardening is
probably as close as you’ll
come to gardening without
work, but to be successful in
any endeavor without effort

(or action) is like trying to
harvest where you haven’t
planted.
Basics to success
Whether you have clay soil
or sandy soil, there are only
three basic things you have to
do to be successful:
s 0REPARE YOUR SOIL PROPerly. (You only do this once.)
s #ONTINUALLY ADD ORGANIC
material (leaves, straw, grass
clippings,
etc.) to your soil which
turns to organic matter.
s -ULCH YOUR SOIL
Getting started
If you’re new to gardening,
plan your bed or border small
enough that you’ll be able
to manage it without going
into overwhelm. If you take
on more than you can chew
the tendency will be to give
up and you’ll have nothing to
show. If you take it little by
little – or as much as your
time will allow (even if it’s
only 10 to 30 minutes at a
time) you’ll be encouraged
to continue and consistency
will reward you.
Your greatest effort in gardening should be in the preparation of your soil: getting

Now Accepting
Contracts for:

Opening/Closing/Maintenance

Spring Sale: April 16-21

the sod up, taking the roots
and weeds out, loosening the
soil to a depth of 1 to 2 feet,
and adding organic material. By not short-cutting this
step you’ll have something to
show for your efforts. Time
spent in soil preparation is
one of the main ways to cut
work to a minimum in the
future.
Protect your investment by
mulching.
Mulching will keep your
ground from crusting, compacting and eroding.It’ll also
help add a continual supply
of organic matter, not to
mention almost doing away
with weeds.
It’ll also keep the roots of
your plants cooler in the boiling heat of summer which
will allow them to produce
more.
If you’ve wanted to start an
organic garden but have hesi-

Call to schedule installation

Lazy Days Pools & Spas
2OUTE . s +ILMARNOCK
(804) 435-2136
-ON &RI   s 3AT  
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gardening hassle free.
Theresa and her husband, Bill Martz, have
been organic gardening in
the Northern Neck for 34
years. Read more of her “no
hassle/great rewards-way”
at http://tendingmygarden.
com.

MURPHY SEED SERVICE, INC.
Independent Southern States Dealer

COMPLETE LAWN & GARDEN CENTER
Including Vegetable Seeds,
Potatoes, Onions & Peas.
Grass Seed, Landscaping Pavers,
Potting Soil, Flower Pots
and much more
Rt. 202, Mt. Holly, VA • 804-472-2755
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Authorized Dealer for

tated because you thought it
would take too much time:
start small, prepare your soil
properly, continually add
organic material, and mulch.
You’ll ﬁnd that you’ll have
more to show for your efforts
with each passing year. And
— it’ll make your organic
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Church View Septic Service Inc.

JEWELL’S BUILDINGS

Full Service Septic Business

Celebrating 14 Years
of Quality Buildings & Service

www.churchviewseptic.com

Standard & Custom Built
Old Fashioned Quality

804-758-5836 or 804-435-1066
Licensed Alternative Onsite
Sewage System Operator
& Installer

New England Cape Cod

Located between Haynesville & Village

 2ICHMOND 2OAD 7ARSAW 6IRGINIA s   

Locally Owned and Operated by
Charles “Tom” Langford
Serving Middle Peninsula, Northern
Neck and surrounding areas
Residential & Commercial Installation & Repairs • Septic Inspections • Soil Studies & Design Guidance
Septic Tank Pumpouts • AOSS Operator Agreements • High Pressure Jet Washing
TV Sewer Camera •Rental Toilets • Land Clearing • Site Work • Rip Rap

Visit my website for free and
easy access to all area MLS listings.

www.NeenasRealEstate.com

Luxury Restroom Trailer
Planning your wedding or other special event?
This trailer brings the comforts of home
to your outdoor event.
%LECTRIC &LUSH 4OILET5RINAL s 3TEREO
0EDESTAL TO 'LAMOUR 3INKS s &IREPLACE!#

Custom Homes
Additions
Renovations
Garages Decks
Fences

First offering!

804.517.2758
tolandbuilders.com

Randolph-Macon College Tennis Court Gazebo & Information Kiosk

Licensed and Insured.
Toland Builders is a
family-run business
dedicated to making
our customer’s vision
a reality. We not only
provide the highest
quality end result, but
we strive to make the
process from estimate
to completion smooth
and worry free.

Stove Point Coastal Charmer

Beautiful, spacious home, wonderfully suited
for entertaining and family fun! 5 bedrooms,
enormous sunset views and superb location.
Six other brand new listings from $299,000 to
$5,700,000 ready for spring viewing.

Neena Rodgers
Accredited Buyer’s Representative
Consistent, Consecutive Platinum Award Recipient
Call Neena Anytime for All Your Real Estate Needs

804.436.2326 neenasrealestate@gmail.com
Isabell K. Horsley Real Estate
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Dairy barns

Outbuildings:
T
Reminders of the past

Although all of the dairies have shut
down in Middlesex County, this large
milking barn at Moore’s Dairy Farm near
Cooks Corner is a reminder that there
were several large dairies in the county
from the 1930s through the 70s.

story and photos by Larry S. Chowning

Along the highways of the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula there are
relics of the past that provide a living history of years gone by.
Outbuildings were a practical part of our daily life before the modern age
of electricity and indoor plumbing. Today, many property owners preserve
the past by maintaining old buildings that have outlived their original use.
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here are hardly any dairy
farms left in operation, yet
old barns and dairies provide
a scenic and often pastoral setting
along the highways. Barns are large
and small in size, and range in age
from the colonial period to the 20th
century.
Prior to modern-day grocery stores
with refrigerated stock, most every
small farm had a barn where cows
and horses were stalled. These small
farm barns, even though many today
are used for storage, are reminders
of a time when almost every family
had a couple of cows to milk. There
were usually two cows to a family, so
if one went dry there was at least one
more to milk.
Colonial plantations and antebellum and post-Civil War farms had
small dairies, not for milking so
much but to separate cream and
make butter. The early dairies were
built in English-style basements in
the house—underground where it
is cooler than ground level. Later,
various styles of dairies were built
in separate outbuildings with sunken
ﬂoors and cool bricks. A typical dairy
is located at “Walboro” in Saluda
where the building is a brick, onestory structure.
Large dairy barns came along in
the late 1930s, 40s and 50s, when
families started purchasing milk and
milk products from grocery stores.
These barns were used for milking
large numbers of cows, and a small
dairy close by was used for pasteurizing and bottling the milk.
The era of World War II sparked
a need for scheduled availability of
milk at military bases and schools,
where milk was being served for
lunch. This brought about the
construction of large milking barns.
Most dairy farms have closed on the
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula,
but the old barns are still part of our
landscape.

Ice houses
Before ice boxes and refrigerators,
there were ice houses, and a few still
stand today. Most large farms had two
ice houses. One was usually located
far beyond the family orchard, and
packed full of ice every winter. Many
were just large holes in the ground
with ice and sawdust packed deep
below the surface. Others were well-

constructed circular houses built over
the hole, and made of brick and under
lock and key.
The second ice house was a
smaller “kitchen” model located
close to home, where ice was brought
from the larger one and stored for
immediate use.
The source of ice was nearby
ponds. When the pond would freeze
in the winter, ice was cut by saw,
removed and put in the large ice
house, which was built near the pond
to avoid as much travel as possible.
Many ice houses had wood frame
structures built over them to keep
animals and people from falling in.

Electricity
Around 1918, some homes in
Urbanna got electricity. Early electric
home plants were housed right on the
property. Large carbine batteries were
used to produce the electricity.
The early home-powered plants
required a building to house and keep
the batteries dry. Richard and Ann
Donoff have one of the buildings
in their yard in Urbanna, and use it
today to store yard tools.
“I was told our home was the ﬁrst
in town to have electricity,” said Ann.
“Today, we use the little building
for storage because it’s a sturdy, dry
block building and very functional.”

Many types
Another unique outbuilding is at
Betty Cook’s home at Water View.
Mrs. Cook’s relative, A.C. Powell,
was deputy treasurer of Middlesex
County in the horse-and-buggy days.
Middlesex residents living in the
Jamaica District could go to Powell’s
ofﬁce and pay their taxes.
The little “treasurer’s ofﬁce” just
up from Millstone Landing could
be accessed by water or land. As
many folks arrived in sail-powered
log canoes as they did by horse and
buggy to pay their annual taxes.
Prior to the Civil War much of the
population on the Northern Neck and
Middle Peninsula lived in slavery.
There are still a few slave homes
standing. The one at Walboro near
Saluda just received a new roof.
Log buildings were used as
schools, barns and corn cribs. There
is a log corn crib standing at Plain
View Farm near Saluda.
Although not logged, an antebellum
continued on page 38

Small farm barns like this one had
enough stalls for a couple of cows
and a couple of horses.

Before the days of good roads and
transportation, there were deputy
treasurers in each county district
hired to collect taxes. This small
building was built near Millstone
Landing in Water View where it was
used by taxpayers in the Jamaica
District to come and pay their county
taxes. A.C. Powell was the deputy
clerk for the Jamacia District and
had the structure built. Although all
taxes are collected today at Saluda,
the little house is still maintain on
the property there in Water View.

This slave house has survived
the test of time near Saluda and
recently got a new roof.

This battery house was built in 1918 to
store carbine batteries used to generate
electricity for lighting in the Bristow
House in Urbanna.

The corner of a corn crib in the Saluda
area shows the overlapping technique
of log construction.
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continued from page 36
schoolhouse stands at Harmony
Village.
A meat house and a smoke
house are two different
outbuildings. A meat house
was used primarily for storing
and curing meats without the
use of smoke. The appearance
between a smokehouse and
meat house are often similar,
but the smell of a smokehouse stays with the building, whether used a century
before or last week. Smoked
hams and middling cured in a
smokehouse with hickory or
applewood left a wonderful
odor for many generations to
enjoy.
Meat houses usually have
built-in tables along the
inside walls of the house for
hams to be cured and stored.
There also were crocks ﬁlled

with salt ﬁsh with lids covered in cheese cloth to keep
the ﬂies away. Canned meats
also were stored in meat
houses.
Throughout the region,
there are buildings that
housed doctor ofﬁces in the
days when ofﬁces were next
to a doctor’s home.
A tide mill in Mathews
County is still standing as a
reminder of the days when
corn and wheat were ground
at the local mill. Essex County
still has one gristmill standing
and the foundation of several
others.
Car windows are often an
avenue for seeing the landscape
and providing an understanding
that even though everyday life
has changed, many people continue to maintain old, outdated
buildings—primarily out of a
respect for the past.

This one-room antebellum
school house still stands
at Harmony Village and is
maintained by its owner.

This brick dairy building at
Walboro in Saluda was used
to keep milk cool, separate
cream and to make butter.
Into the 1960s, grocery stores
in Urbanna and elsewhere
sold “real” butter made from
dairies similar to this one.

This iron barn door hinge is a
signature of days gone-by when
a local smithy hand-crafted most
anything made of metal at the local
blacksmith shop or right on the farm.

Barns with large hay lofts
were standard.
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This circular icehouse in Gloucester County
was used to store ice for a large household.
Usually there was a large icehouse like the
one above on a property and a smaller kitchen
icehouse near the home for convenience.

Meat and smoke houses
were built for the curing
and storage of meat and
every farmer had one.

804-435-1358
550 N. Main St., Kilmarnock
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AND ALL WOODS

Since 1986

“Quality is our Business”
1281 Good Luck Rd.
Kilmarnock

435-2709
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KREIDLER DESIGN
ASSOCIATES, INC.
INTERIOR DESIGN

VA license 2701 020221, Class A

Defining Design Inside and Out
THURSDAY - SATURDAY 11AM - 5PM
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a place to call home

Virginia’s

Northern Neck
Breathtaking Sunsets
on Piankatank River

&

Middle Peninsula

Corrotoman By The Bay
6’ MLW
3 BR, 2 BA
Unique River
Home on the
Corrotoman River
Community amenities
$360,000

Beautiful Waterfront
on Urbanna Creek

Reedville
Exceptional 1.5 story, 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath brick home.
Park-like setting on 3.72 acres.
Wide water views. Gourmet
kitchen. Great room. Spacious 1st ﬂoor master suite. Plantation shutters. Sun room. Patio. Screened porch. Attached 2-bay
and detached 4-bay garage. Boathouse, lift.
$1,295,000

Located on
Chesapeake Bay
5 BR, 3 BA
Amazing beach house
w/many upgrades
$859,000
MI D

WATERFRONT AND ESTATE BROKERS

Chesapeake Bay Ofﬁce
Elizabeth Johnson 804-240-5909
www.WaterfrontandEstate.com

Cathy B. Jackson
804-436-4878
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FRANK HARDY, INC. REALTORS
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Kenny Kuykendall
804-761-3015

Southern living style home.
Spacious 5,285 sq. ft. Custom
ﬁnishes. Lovely 8.5 acres includes extra lot.VA Garden Tour
2008. Guest quarters above 2-bay garage. Screened porches.
Wide water views. Boathouse, lift. 6’MLW. Williamsburg and
Richmond International Airport within 50 minutes. $939,000

FRANK HARDY, INC. REALTORS
WATERFRONT AND ESTATE BROKERS
Chesapeake Bay Ofﬁce
Frank Johnson 804-815-8722
www.WaterfrontandEstate.com

