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 Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.
and

Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive 
with two NAPA AutoCare 
Service Center Locations

Burgess - 804-453-4444
Kilmarnock - 804-435-0911

Call now to schedule your service work
Come by our Kilmarnock Location and check

out our full range of pre-owned vehicles.

Start Saving NOW for Your Next Car
from Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.

Ken Houtz Chevrolet Buick
Your authorized GM Service Center - Open Saturdays for your convenience

Make your service appointments online 24/7

www.kenhoutzchevrolet.com
Sales: 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. Mon. – Fri. & 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Sat.
Service: 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Mon. – Fri.
Parts & Service: 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. Sat.

(804) 693-2300
6404 George Washington Memorial Highway, Gloucester, Va.

1982 - 2012

30
YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

✁
Bring in this Coupon for

15% OFF TIRES 
with the purchace of 4 tires

Free Multi-Point Inspection
Free Battery Check
Expires 12/31/2012

Bring in this Coupon for

COOLANT 
SYSTEM FLUSH!

$115
Free Multi-Point Inspection

Free Battery Check
Expires 12/31/2012

Bring in this Coupon for

Oil Change & Tire 
Rotation Special

$29.95 after mail-in rebate

Free Multi-Point Inspection
Free Battery Check
Expires 12/31/2012

$250 OFF the purchace of a new vehicle!  Expires 12/31/2012

Your destination for Pre-Owned Quality Vehicles.We buy cars!

Bob Murphy’s restored 1964 
Morgan is a throwback to 
when the driver became part 
of the machine. For the rest 
of the story see page 8. 
(photo by Tom Chillemi)

SILCO TRUCK SERVICE, INC.
Truck and Auto Repair

Truck Towing and Recovery
Serving Small Fleets Since 1958

Callao, VA                     804-529-7699

Deltaville Auto Sales, Inc.
Bring in this coupon to receive 

$5 off an oil change
Expires 12/31/12

Look for the Big Blue Building.
17899 General Puller Highway

804-776-0550

✁
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Keep on Rollin’
The next time the conversation lulls at dinner, ask some-

one about their vehicle. There have been times when I simply 
asked, “Do you still have that . . .”  Those were the last words I 
said, because just about everyone has a favorite car.

We asked readers to tell us about their high-mileage vehicles. 
Donna Rutkowski of Urbanna wrote, “My car has served as a 
confessional, a music hall, a coffee shop and a family room for 
all of us.”

Let’s face it, our cars, trucks and vans are often much more 
than a machine.

I
n the 2002 model year, the body 
style of a Camry had changed, 

once again. It became sportier and 
somewhat less boxy looking. It really 
looked nothing like the 2001 model. 

After visiting the dealer, I came 
home one night in the fall of 2001 
with a beautiful new 2002 Camry to 
test drive. My oldest daughter Kati 
and I loved it! It was flashy enough to 
boost my suddenly aging self-image 
and sporty enough that she could 
imagine herself in the driver’s seat 
cruising around the county. 

Hard reality set in the next day, though, 
when I discovered that along with the higher 
profile of a 2002, there was a correspond-
ing higher price. I couldn’t justify spending 
more than I’d planned for what was basically 
the same reliable Camry. After all, looks are 
highly over-rated, right? No. Apparently 
looks are everything to a teenager, and Kati 
was crushed. It was Kati who christened the 
ultra-practical and reasonably priced 2001 
Camry a “Granny Car.” This is a name my 
car now carries with pride.

My children, Michael, Kati and now 
Grace have honed their driving skills on this 
vehicle over the years.

Over the years we’ve traveled every-
where we desired in my car; my right arm 
is well worn with “punch bug” hits by exu-
berant children exclaiming they’ve spotted 
another Camry among the elusive vehicles 

on the road. My car has served as a confes-
sional, a music hall, a coffee shop and a 
family room for all of us. So many stories 
the interior could tell, if it could! Tears and 
laughter, calm quiet times, and extreme top-
of-the-lungs singing and arguing.

There was only one major accident in it 
and it was a major one. Coming home from 
work in King and Queen County, a large 
buck deer bounded out of an open field into 
the passenger side of my car. I was the only 
car for absolutely miles around! He had to 
have aimed, and he aimed well. He hit the 
front right fender, broke the side mirror, tore 
off the wheel cover, destroyed the front pas-
senger door and most of the back one too. 
I knew very little of this as it was dusk, but 
once I got home and surveyed the actual 
damage in the porch light, I was shocked 
that one deer could do so much damage! 

Needless to say, everything on that 
side of the car was replaced and/
or repainted. All of the little nicks 
and dings were gone! I splurged on 
repainting the hood (it was 11 years 
old) and buffed up the entire body. In 
my eyes, the car looked brand new! 
My “Granny Car” got a well-deserved 
facelift, and every penny ever spent on 
car insurance suddenly became well 
worth it.

She’s getting older now and has 
343,628 miles, but I would never get 
rid of her. She has aged well, and 
gracefully. I fully expect to see her 
last well into her old age, which my 
mechanics assure me is 500,000 miles. 
I will never have another car like her.

Like my own granny, this car has 
never let us down. Not once. 

I live in White Stone and drive 
to Richmond every day. My 

2000 Toyota 4Runner has 406,000 
miles on it. I recently replaced the 
water pump (original one on car). 
I also just replaced the timing belt 
for the first time.

Other than a tire replacement 
and a few hoses, that is all the 
maintenance other than every 
3,000 miles I get an oil change. I 
love my Toyota!!!

“Granny Car”

Donna Rutkowski, Urbanna
Melinda Webb, White Stone

4Runner keeps  

running

High miles 

give these 

faithful 

owners pride 

and bragging 

rights.
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EXPRESS AUTO & FLEET SERVICE
-Ase Certified
-Oil Change
-Brakes
-Tires
-Maintenance
-And Much More...

www.xprsauto.com
pjwhite@xprsauto.com

-Va State Inspections
-Tune Up
-Heat & A/C
-Electrical Repair
-Factory Service

-Competitive Pricing
-Convenient Service Hours
-Local Shuttle Service Available
 To Area Businesses Upon Request

          804-453-6104
18221 Northumberland Hwy
           Reedville, Va. Phil White

ASE Certified
NOW IN OUR NEW LOCATION

Medlin Ford
$60 mail-in rebate on select tire purchases.

Receive an additional $60 rebate when using 

the Ford Service Credit card.

Free diesel check-engine light diagnosis with any repair.

Transmission Flush Special: $195.95

Diesel Fuel Filters Replacement includes labor: $159.99

Coolant Flush Special :$129.95

Call for details CRALLE INSURANCE AGENCY
“FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS”

Callao, VA 22435 (804) 529-6226

GENERAL INSURANCE

I purchased my Dodge Ram 
1500 truck new in 1995 when 

my son Zack was 3 months old.  I 
am a private soil scientist here 
in the area and it was my work 
truck.  From 1997-1998 I traveled 
the entire state certifying septic 
contractors that were interested 
in installing the Purflo septic 
system.  That truck has literally 
been in every county in the state of 
Virginia.  

The odometer reads  269,900 
miles. 

From the time Zack could talk 
he said it was going to be his truck 
when he was old enough to drive. 
About 16 years later, Zack got the 
truck. I honestly never thought it 
would make it that long.  Zack is 
a senior at Middlesex High and 
the Chesapeake Bay Governor’s 
School, and drives the truck daily 
to and from school.  

The truck is pretty much all 
original.  When I gave it to Zack I 
had  Tommy Major at Middlesex 
Body Shop do a little body work 
on it and put a fresh coat of paint 
on it.  It still has the original 

engine (5.9L 360 cubic inches) 
and transmission.

The exhaust was even original 
until I gave it to Zack.  Being the 
typical teenage boy he removed the 
stock exhaust and had Fowmaster 
dual exhausts put on.

As far as mechanical work done 
to it, really nothing has been done 
other than water pump, radia-
tor, and several batteries and sets 
of tires.  As far as working on it 
myself, I know just enough about 
auto mechanics to get myself in 
trouble.  It does help that my older 
brother has an auto repair shop—
Leggett and Jones, opened by my 
father in 1949—in Newport News.  

I had oil/filter changes every 
3,000 miles and all fluids changed 
at appropriate intervals.

The truck is definitely a gas 
guzzler at 13 mpg.  We figured 
at close to 300,000 miles that 
equates to roughly 23,000 gallons 
of gas!   Thank goodness most of 
those miles were when gas was 
under 2 bucks a gallon.

Still in the 

family

Phil Jones, Hartfield

From left, Mary, Zack and Phillip Jones get a new 
Dodge Ram 1500 in 1995.

Zack Jones getting the same truck 16 years later as his first vehicle (first day getting to drive to 
school!).
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Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 am. to 5:30 p.m.

A & M 
AUTO AND TRUCK REPAIR

S
ometimes the end comes with a bang. On July 24, 2012, Wally 
Bowler had his prize 1997 Monte Carlo parked at his business, 

Buoy 8 Boats, at Cooks Corner.
On that afternoon he heard police sirens coming up Route 33 and 

went out front to see what was happening. He saw a speeding gray 
truck coming toward Cooks Corner chased by police cars. When 
the truck slowed to turn onto Urbanna Road a deputy used his car 
to spin-out the truck. It veered off the road and hit Bowler’s 1997 
Monte Carlo in the back wheel. “All I heard was bam, bam,” said 
Bowler. 

The impact pushed his heavy car several feet and bent the frame. 
Bowler wanted to fix it but Johnson’s Auto Body Shop said it would 
never be the same, and he had to let her go.

He now has a 2006 Monte Carlo SS—his “Sunday car.” With a 
5.7-litre engine and 400 horsepower, it still gets 34 mpg when it runs 
on 4 cylinders. But it’s not the same as his 1997 Monte Carlo with 
315,000 miles on it. “I wish I was still driving it today.”

He had replaced the transmission in the 1997 with a used one at 
298,000 miles, but the car had the original starter. “She never let me 
down,” he said. 

“She had brand new tires; that’s how much faith I had in her,” he 
said with a heavy sigh. “What a way to go.” 

Our Dodge Grand Caravan, 
purchased new in 1996 and loaded 
with the 3.8 liter V6 plus tow pack-
age, sticker price was higher than 
what we paid for our first house. So 
we agreed to keep it until it died. 
Sixteen years and 341,626 miles 
later, it still runs great.

Now that it is relegated to dump 
runs and short trips, we aren’t roll-
ing up the miles like we used to. 

The engine is original and has 
never had any major work or prob-
lems. It’s amazing what 97 regular 
oil changes do for longevity. MPG 
has slipped from 25 to 22.

It’s still really comfortable, like 
wearing your favorite old jeans.

D & A AUTO PARTS

DALE DAVIS
10518 JESSE DUPONT MEMORIAL HWY

KILMARNOCK

804-435-6111
MON.-FRI. 8AM-5:30PM

SAT. 9AM-1PM

“What a way to go”

Wally Bowler, Cooks Corner

Like favorite, 

old jeans

Rick & Jeanne Morde, Lancaster
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HARVEY’S AUTO PARTS
We have in stock a complete winterizing

line, batteries, antifreeze & more

8513 Northumberland Highway
Heathsville, VA

Serving the Northern Neck for over 25 years

 (804) 580-5900

A world of service 
for your car & you.

Auto/Marine machine 
shop on premises

Follow Rt. 3 to Rt. 200 in White Stone
Call 804-435-6660

Open Monday thru Friday 7:30-5:30 & Drop off Saturday 7:30-10:00

2005 MINI COOPER “S”
by BMW 

64,000 miles, yellow/black. 25-32MPG. 
Regular fuel, 6 speed manuel, AC, sunroof, 
CD stereo, dealer serviced since new, adult 

owned/driven. All records, non-smoker, 
always garaged. First $13,000 takes it.

804-438-8033

I
n 1966, I purchased my first 
car, a 1931 Model-A Ford, from 

Arthur C. Monk of Lebanon, Va. I 
drove it to Middlesex High School 

M
y wife and I were very happy when we drove our new 1998 Toyota Camry home in the fall of 
1997. This car has touched every member of our family over its 238,000 miles in the past 15 years.
It was immediately my wife’s car and the main family car for several years, and when we bought 

another new Camry in 2002, the 1998 became my oldest daughter’s car. She drove it in high school 
and during all four years of college.

When she graduated from college in 2006, she no longer needed a car, so the 1997 was passed 
down to my youngest daughter. She also drove it through high school and four years of college.

When we bought a new 2009 Camry in the fall of 2008, we gave my youngest daughter the 2002. 
And for the first time, the 1997 officially became my main car. 

The interior suffered several stains from unknown sources during its 8 years on those crazy college 
campuses. There also were several dings on the exterior and a few rust spots—but none of this both-
ers me. I know she will give me a smooth ride and get me where I’m 
going.

I have no intentions of replacing this car. She still purrs like a 
kitten and has had no major repairs, just the normal maintenance. 

She’s not the prettiest girl at the dance, but she’s probably the 
most dependable.

I 
have a 1995 Dodge Dakota Sport pick up , purchased new in June 
1995.
The mileage, at the time of submitting this picture, is 317,044.

almost every day of my junior 
and senior years, sharing many 
an adventure and a few misadven-
tures with my friends. Whenever 
we get together now, some old 
story always resurfaces.

But, many years after purchas-
ing the car, I chanced to meet Mr. 
Monk’s nephew. Apparently, they 
were together on May 22, 1931, 
when Mr. Monk purchased the 
Ford. Prior to that day, Mr. Monk’s 
driving experience was limited to 
his horse and buggy and he was 
excited to be driving his extraordi-
nary new vehicle home to his farm. 
The younger Mr. Monk related the 
following  to me.

“The lane to the farm was down-
hill with a gate at the bottom and 
Uncle Arthur was getting anxious 
about stopping the Ford before 
crashing into the gate. Almost to 
the gate, he started yelling ‘Whoa, 
Sal! Whoa, Sal!’ His horse, Sal, 
could be counted on to obey that 
command. Just in the nick of time, 
he remembered the brakes and all 
ended well.”

It’s been 81 years since then, 
and 46 years since I made it mine, 
and I still have my prized Model-
A! I look forward to restoring it 
soon, to sharing some of my own 
old stories, and to making some 
new ones!

A Camry family
Tom Hardin, Saluda

46 years of memories
Cloyde W. Wiley III, Urbanna

Picking up the miles
R.F. Bodde, Kilmarnock

The back windshield of the Hardin family’s 1998 Toyota Camry shows it has served all four family 
members at many places.
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Know what happens if you don’t have your Belts & Hoses checked?
Do it now or you’ll fi nd out!

Let us help you take the side of the road break downs 
off your worry list. Come get your ride checked over & winterized.

Eddie’s Auto Sales & Service Inc.
“NAPA Car Care Center”

& Saluda Auto Parts
“NAPA”

Saluda:
804-758-4824

Urbanna:
804-758-4570

Parts:
804-758-4881

It’s Time!
Winterize your ride…

BAYSIDE
GARAGE
S

Located next to D&A Auto Parts

      INC.

BAYSIDE
GARAGE

%off
any 

service
with this
coupon

Dennis W. McNeal • James M. (Jimmy) Robertson, III

Kilmarnock Auto Clinic
18746 Mary Ball Road

White Stone, Virginia 22578
Air Conditioning Service & Repairs

Alignments • Brakes & Mufflers
Computer diagnostics

Custom Exhaust
 Maintenance

Engine & Transmission 
Replacement

office:                               fax:

804 493 9881    804 493 9918

M
y husband purchased a new Camaro in 1995.  We have been blessed with a car that has over 
413,000 miles on it with the original motor. 

I
n 1997 we bought a brand 
new Mitsubishi Mirage 

2-door, with a 1.8-liter engine 
and manual transmission. 
Before we had children, we 
delivered pizzas at nighttime 
years ago. I’ve been driving the 
car 600 miles a week commut-
ing to Richmond to work for 
the last 5 years. The car has the 
original clutch and exhaust, and 
the air conditioning will freeze 
you out! The odometer has more 
than 286,000 miles. Not a bad 
investment considering we paid 
$10,000 for it 15 years ago.

The car has been a workhorse. 
I religiously change the oil every 
3,000 miles. Years ago before 
kids, we drove “Mitsu” down to 
Greensboro, N.C., and adopted 
two retired racing greyhounds. 
They would not f it in the back 
seat. So we folded the seat backs 
down and the dogs butts were in 

the trunk. I think at one point 
one of the dogs was completely 
in the trunk!

We recently sold the car for 
$350 and my 7-year-old was 
crying his eyes out. We told our 
son when he gets his license, if 
Troy (a local kid who bought 

Mitsu) still has it, we will buy it 
back from him.

 Editor’s note: That could be a 
long shot, Troy is planning to fix 
the car up and run it in a one-lap 
drag race competition for street 
cars called “Wacky Wednesdays” 
at Langley Speedway.

From work horse 

to race horse
Russell Mills, 

Woods Cross Roads

Donna & Herman Harcum, Lancaster
Blessed
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here was a time 
when car bodies 
were a combina-
tion of a wooden 
frame covered 

with metal. On many cars, 
building this “coach work” was 
an art that persisted until the 
mid-1930s. 

However, it was still used on 
the 1964 Morgan Plus 4. By 
the time this classic sports car 
came to Bob Murphy of Locust 
Hill, 90% of the wooden coach 
frame had rotted. The car had 
sat neglected after the rear 
differential broke when the 

“leather” seals dried out and it 
pumped out all of the lube. 

Murphy set about the task of 
steaming pieces of white ash 
wood and bending them into 
the correct shape. “I learned as 
I went,” said the 70-year-old 
former sports car racer.

He made patterns from the 
old wooden frame and rigged 
up a PVC pipe in which he 
placed a single piece of wood. 
Then he injected steam into 
the pipe. The hot water mist 
worked into the wood’s pores, 
making it flexible so he could 
mould it into graceful curves. 

With the frame in place, the 
metal panels were repaired 
and painstakingly fitted. Metal 
plates were fabricated and 
welded into place, replacing 
rusted metal. He painted the 
car himself. 

Would he sell it? “For the 
right price,” he quipped. 
Before you reach for your 
checkbook, consider that a set 
of chrome wire wheels go for 
about $2,000. They have the 
real “knock off ” spinners that 
are threaded into place with a 
mallet. 

Murphy lost track of the 

time he spent in his garage. 
Starting in May of 2008, he 
toiled for at least 4 hours a 
day, 7 days a week for 3 to 4 
years—and he’s still working 
on it. “I enjoyed it most of the 
time,” said this car guy who 
got his start running in the 
Soap Box Derby in Washing-
ton, D.C., at the ages of 10-15.

There’s a saying among 
those who know the quirks 
of the electronics on English 
motor vehicles. “God created 
light, but Lucas created dark-
ness,” referring to the Lucas 
Electronics used on British 

      from the
by Tom Chillemi

vehicles.
Murphy was well equipped 

to diagnose and fix electrics 
(he even installed an extra amp 
meter on the Morgan). He had 
worked on electronics of B-52 
“Flying Fortresses” during 
his stint in the Air Force. He 
graduated from Virginia Tech 
as an electronics engineer.

The Morgan tips the scale 
at a feathery 2,000 pounds—
1,600 pounds lighter than a 
Mustang and about half the 
weight of a Camaro. It rides on 
15-inch wheels that are just 5.6 
inches wide. 

Just inches off the ground, the Morgan gives the feeling of speed.

A     
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A comfort accessory for the 
Morgan is an inflatable seat 
cushion. The original one was 
inflated by mouth. He now 
uses a hand pump. 

A stock Morgan feature 
includes a lube system oper-
ated by a foot pedal that shoots 
grease to key pivot points on 
the chassis.

A wide leather belt is 

The “bonnet” gives easy access to 
the engine.

With 110 horses, the engine 
pushes the lightweight car at 

a brisk pace.

Car bodies were once a combination of a wooden frame 
with metal stretched across the frame. Above, the 

Morgan during restoration.

strapped across the hood, or 
“bonnet,” as a precaution. 

Its Triumph 4-cylinder 
overhead valve engine is 2,138 
cubic centimeters (2.1 liters) 
and puts out about 110 horse-
power. Power is fed through 
a 4-speed unsyncronized 
transmission—requiring the 
driver to double clutch and rev 

continued on page 11
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The doors have a wooden frame.

True “knock off” spinners hold the 
wheels to the suspension. 

Wire mesh stone guards protect the 
lights.

A long hood recalls the grand days of the 
automobile.
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5345 Jessie Dupont Mem. Hwy.
Heathsville, VA 22473

(Located in Wicomico Church)
(804) 580-8419

Toll Free 866-580-8419
jmcgrath@kaballero.com

Courtesy Service Station
Automobile Repairs & Towing

Kevin H. Bray, Owner

7043 Northumberland Hwy.
Heathsville, VA                         804-580-8888

NORTHERN
NECK

 TRANSMISSION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
FRONT WHEEL DRIVE

4 WHEEL DRIVE

SINCE 1976

333-4435
P.O. BOX 456
179 MAIN ST.

WARSAW

FREE LOCAL TOW WITH SERVICE

16450 General Puller Hwy. • Deltaville, Virginia

Shop: 776-6097
Parts: 776-9020

 Shop Hours: 
 8-5 M-F Sat. ’til Noon

Conventional Oil Change  $29.95 + tax
Up to 5 quarts. Additional Charge for synthetic oil.

Expires 11/30/12

the motor when down shifting.
Murphy is adept at blipping 

the throttle to match the revs. 
That’s something he practiced 
when he raced on the National 
Sports Car Club of America 
circuit for 15 years. He’s been 
on tracks from Lime Rock in 
Connecticut to Road Atlanta.

His race car was a Bug Eyed 
Sprite that weighed a scant 
1,000 pounds with him wedged 
in it. The stock 948 cc engine 
developed 30 horsepower  
(that’s not a misprint). Murphy 
upped the compression to 14:1 
and wrung 90 horses from the 

mini-motor. It was reliable, but 
only for 25-50 laps, and he’d 
rebuild the motor after every 
race.

Murphy’s racing days came 
to a halt when he lost his 
brakes and hit an embankment 
doing close to 90 miles per 
hour at the end of the Summit 
Point straight. With a crushed 
vertebrae, he hung up his 
helmet for good.

Today you’ll f ind Murphy 
and his Morgan at car shows, 
such as Wings, Wheels & 
Keels, or trailering his car a 
portion of the way to distant 
shows. When he gets close and 

finds twisty curvy roads, he 
then unloads his Morgan, f ires 
it up, grips the wooden steer-
ing wheel, and remembers a 
time when . . .

continued from page 9

804-529-6380                           Donnie Davis

Callao Wheel Service

Specialists in Rebuilding Front Suspension from Worn Parts

DAVIS 
Auto 

Sales, Inc.
24 Hour Rollback & Wrecker Service

We service all makes & Models
State Inspections

Late-Model Pre-Owned Cars & Trucks
Rental Cars & Vans Available

382 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA  (804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915
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Brand New State-of-the-Art…

Free Service Clinic

Free Diagnostic Check of your vehicle

Able to align any vehicle on 

truck tires.
Not only balances tires 

Front-End 

$30

Front-end 

Oil Change,
Tire Rotation and

synthetic extra.

Diesels not included. 

light trucks.

Free State 

Oil Change

Road Force Balancing

Register to win a free flat screen TV!

Cars need seasonal checkups for worry free winter driving
The Automobile Association of America 

(AAA) cautions motorists that cars need 
seasonal checkups to maintain safety and 
maximize operational efficiency. Regular 
maintenance and seasonal checkups can also 
help prevent unexpected repair costs. 

“No one wants to be stranded by a vehicle 
breakdown in the middle of the cold season,” 
said Georjeane Blumling, spokesperson for 
AAA Tidewater Virginia. “Properly preparing 
your vehicle for winter driving is essential for 
the safety of all passengers.”

AAA recommends that motorists use a 
simple checklist to determine their vehicle’s 
fall and winter maintenance needs. 

 Winter Checklist
Battery and charging system—Have the 

battery and charging system tested by a trained 
technician. A fully charged battery in good 
condition is required to start an engine in cold 
weather. 

Battery cables and terminals—Make sure 
the battery terminals and cable ends are free 
from corrosion, and the connections are tight.

Drive belts—Inspect the underside of acces-
sory drive belts for cracks or fraying. Many newer 
multi-rib “serpentine” belts are made of materials 
that do not show obvious signs of wear; replace 
these belts at 60,000-mile intervals.

Engine hoses—Inspect cooling system 
hoses for leaks, cracks or loose clamps. Also, 
squeeze the hoses and replace any that are 
brittle or excessively spongy feeling.

Tire type and tread—In areas with heavy 
winter weather, installing snow tires on all four 
wheels will provide the best winter traction. 
All-season tires work well in light to moderate 
snow conditions provided they have adequate 
tread depth. Replace any tire that has less than 
3/32-inches of tread. Uneven tire wear can 
indicate alignment, wheel balance or suspen-
sion problems that must be addressed to pre-

vent further tire damage.
Tire pressure—Check tire inflation pres-

sure more frequently in fall and winter. As the 
average temperature drops, so will tire pres-
sures, typically by 1 PSI for every 10 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The proper tire pressure levels can 
be in the owner’s manual or on a sticker typi-
cally located on the driver’s side door jamb. 
Also, check the spare.

Air filter—Check the engine air filter by 
holding it up to a 60-watt light bulb. If light 
can be seen through much of the filter, it is still 
clean enough to work effectively. However, if 
light is blocked, replace it.

Coolant levels—Check the coolant level in 
the overflow tank when the engine is cold. If 
the level is low, add a 50/50 solution of coolant 
and water to maintain the necessary antifreeze 
capability. Test the antifreeze protection level 
with an inexpensive tester. 

Lights—Check the operation of all head-

lights, tail lights, brake lights, turn signals, 
emergency flashers, and back-up lights. 
Replace any burnt out bulbs.

Wiper blades—The blades should com-
pletely clear the glass with each swipe. Replace 
any blade that leaves streaks or misses spots. 
In areas with snow, consider installing winter 
wiper blades that wrap the blade frame in a 
rubber boot to reduce ice and snow buildup. 

Washer fluid—Fill the windshield washer 
fluid reservoir with a winter cleaning solution 
that has antifreeze components to prevent it 
from freezing.

Brakes—If there is any indication of a 
brake problem, have the system inspected by 
a certified technician. 

Transmission, brake and power steering 
fluids—Check all fluids to ensure they are at 
or above the minimum safe levels.

Emergency road kit—Carry an emergency 
kit equipped for winter weather.


