
Thursday,  September 6, 2012  

 The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

www.rrecord.com75¢   Volume 95 No. 48

6 56525 10491 6

Business ............... C5-6
Calendar ...................B2

Churches ..............B4-6
Classified .............D1-5

Directory ................D5
Notices ................D3-4

Obituaries ................B5
Opinion ................A4-5

Football Contest ...C3
Schools .................... A6

Sports ...........C1-4, D6
Upcoming ....................B1-3

LANCASTER—The board of super-
visors last week accused school superin-
tendent Dr. Daniel Lukich of violating 
state code and failing to comply with 
procedure after he appeared before them 
to lobby a budget request without the 
approval of the school board.

Lukich appeared before the board to 
request additional funding for a music 
teacher position which was eliminated 
two-and-a-half weeks ago by the school 
board in an effort to trim the budget. 
After 40 minutes of speaking about a 
host of items including branding a new 
image for the schools, teacher resigna-
tions and iPad programs, Lukich asked 
supervisors for $59,357 to fund the posi-
tion. He suggested the money come from 
$145,527 in unexpended school funding 
from last year’s budget. 

“Given the importance of the music 
teacher, why was that position on the list 
for cuts?” asked supervisor Jason Bel-
lows. “The school board voted 5-0 for 
those cuts...Why are you not backing the 
school board’s vote?”

Lukich said the position was cut basi-
cally because it was vacant.

“What authority do you have to ask 
for this from us?” Bellows asked.

“Because I’m the board’s primary 
educator,” said Lukich. “I’m here tonight 
under my authority to ask for money 
from the standpoint of children and kids. 
That’s what I’m here for.”

“Has the school board taken action 
on this request?” asked chairman Wally 
Beauchamp.

“No, sir. But I have consensus. I called 
members,” said Lukich.

“The request comes from the school 
board, not from you, sir,” said Beau-
champ. “We have no request from the 
school board and that is the state code.”

Beauchamp also claimed Lukich 
violated the code of Virginia when he 

Superintendent asks for funding for music teacher
by Audrey Thomasson

The Lancaster board of supervisors last week presented plaques to Jack D. Larson and Dorothy B. Mathers. Larson 
was recognized for 12 years of service to Lancaster County. From left are Larson and board chairman Wally 
Beauchamp. Larson served for seven years as planning and land use director before moving into the position 
of assistant county administrator. Mathers was honored for her service as clerk of the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court. From left (right photo) are Mathers and Beauchamp. Photos by Audrey Thomasson

authorized the purchase of three school 
buses and some $50,000 in video equip-
ment in the final days of the school year. 
He said the budget only designated the 
purchase of one bus. 

“I imagine you got to the end of the 
school year and you thought, ‘Oh, my, 
we have all that money.’ Did the school 
board authorize it?” Beauchamp asked.

“They did not,” Lukich replied.
“You do not have the authority on 

your own to authorize those purchases,” 
Beauchamp replied.

School finance director Sue Salg 
defended Lukich, saying in her six years 
at the school board office it was a stan-
dard practice to make purchases with-
out board approval. Supervisors never 
raised the issue when it was done by 
former superintendent Susan Sciabbar-
rasi, she added.

However, a check of school disburse-
ments by the former superintendent 
in the final weeks of 2010 and 2011 
reveals no major end-of-year purchases 
anywhere close to the $300,000 spent 

on the buses and equipment. In fact, the 
school division returned to the county 
$346,798 in 2010 and $207,139 in 2011 
in unspent funding.  

Supervisor Butch Jenkins explained 
to Salg that following procedure is an 
assurance for taxpayers there are con-
trols in place for their money.

Salg argued that former county 
administrator Bill Pennell was always in 
the loop.

“Just because it was done that way 
over the years doesn’t make it right. It 

needs to be corrected,” said supervisor 
William Lee.

Beauchamp and county administrator 
Frank Pleva stated the county attorney is 
in agreement with their interpretation of 
the code. 

Salg insisted the expenditure was 
in the budget. “We weren’t out buying 
Cadillacs, we were buying buses,” she 
said. 

“We’re not claiming bad faith,” Jen-
kins said. “But you can see how some-
one from the sidelines would say if you 
had enough money in the budget last 
year to buy buses, maybe there’s money 
in the budget to pay for this teacher this 
year.” 

Salg claimed there are many compo-
nents that result in leftover funding, and 
that the request is the result of a backlash 
from disgruntled teachers and parents. 

Lukich agreed, saying he wouldn’t be 
standing before them if it weren’t for the 
backlash.

Bellows reminded them that the issue 
is the superintendent did not follow state 
code and procedures.

Lukich said he would check the 
codes.

At supervisor Ernest Palin’s sugges-
tion, Lukich will return with his request 
after he gets approval from the school 
board.

After the meeting, some school board 
members denied three buses were in 
the approved budget, saying it is stan-
dard practice to replace one bus. Since 
members are provided with a monthly 
list of disbursements and not progressive 
budget reports, they said they are not 
aware when funds are shifted between 
categories. 

School board chairman Patrick 
McCranie said the limit for expenditures 
without board approval is $10,000. The 
issue points out the need for an expense 
approval policy, he added. 

(See related story below.)

Students return to classes...and recess
These Lancaster Middle School fifth-graders probably wanted to remain on summer break a little longer. 
Unfortunately for them, classes started in Northern Neck area public schools on Tuesday. Recess got them out of 
the classroom for some fun on the playground. Temperatures were in the upper 80s and the sun was shining bright. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Evaluation today may resolve questions regarding superintendent’s actions
by Audrey Thomasson

EVALUATION, continued on page A2

KILMARNOCK—A division on 
the Lancaster County School Board 
over the way superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Lukich is running things may 
be coming to a head tonight when 
members meet in a closed session to 
discuss his evaluation.

The session is expected to begin at 
6:30 p.m. at the school board office 
on Irvington Road. 

Members Ella Davis, Alex Fleet and 
Don McCann have expressed their 
support of Lukich’s performance. 
Board chairman Patrick McCranie 
and member Bob Smart agree with 
a majority of county supervisors that 
Lukich is driving up the cost of edu-
cating children and not running an 
efficient system. 

Supervisors Butch Jenkins, Jason 
Bellows and chairman Wally Beau-
champ  have asked that cuts be taken 
in top administrative positions rather 
than a continual erosion in the instruc-
tion area.

Smart has argued that Lukich’s 
original budget proposal for this year 
of $15.7 million would drive the per 
pupil cost of education to $12,584, 
ranking Lancaster near the top (16 
out of 95 Virginia counties) for cost 
of education. Supervisors eventu-
ally approved a $15 million budget, 
$28,291 less than they approved last 
year.

Lukich responded with a letter 
to school employees expressing his 
shock over last minute cuts, saying 
the additional cuts reduced the budget 
by nearly $1 million. “I was not previ-
ously notified of their intentions nor...
invited to the meeting,” he wrote.

The supervisors initially approved a 
$15.242 million school budget after a 
public hearing on June 6. During the 
debate and vote on the overall county 

budget on June 28, the school por-
tion was reduced to $15 million in an 
unexpected move.

The latter meeting was open to 
the public but no school officials 
attended.
Administrative expenses

As county supervisors began 
calling for the school district to 
become more efficient, the Rappa-

hannock Record began an investi-
gation into administration spending 
policies and practices. The Record 
obtained copies of the superinten-
dent’s contract, employee salaries, 
and three months of the superinten-
dent’s and director of grants Alicia 
Carter’s spending records under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 
At the time, they were the district’s 

top two administrators.
Lukich, 65, stepped into Lancaster 

schools’ top spot on July 1, 2011. 
His three-year contract expires 
June 30, 2014. The terms include a 
$115,000 base salary, a 5% bonus 
tied to annual performance evalua-
tions, $7,200 yearly car allowance, 
20 days paid vacation, 12 sick days, 
$15,000 for health insurance, addi-

tional professional insurance, pen-
sion benefits, and an annual pay 
increase at the average rate awarded 
teachers. 

In January the school board added 
an amendment allowing Lukich an 
additional $5,600, the difference 
between his $15,000 health care 
allowance and the smaller coverage 
Lukich took. The change increased 
his annual salary to $126,800, 
including the car allowance which 
the IRS considers salary.
Annual review 

The superintendent’s contract calls 
for a three-tier evaluation by the 
board in his first year, beginning with 
a review after the first three months, 
followed by setting measurable goals 
within 30 days and an end-of-year 
review of those goals. 

Lukich has never been evaluated 
nor have any goals been set.

Ella Davis, the former school board 
chairman who signed his contract, 
said she couldn’t remember the terms. 
Davis said a review was not given 
because the board hadn’t set goals. 
After the contract terms were read to 
her, she replied, “I don’t know why 
we didn’t review him or set goals. The 
decision to hold a review is made by 
all five of us. I can’t force them. It was 
not done. I don’t know why.” 

Patrick McCranie, who took over 
as board chairman in January, said 
he made several attempts to set up 
an evaluation but struggled to get a 
quorum together.

Lukich said he believes the review 
was missed because the board was 
very busy at that time.

“I think the board was so pleased 
with my work that they didn’t see a 
need—but they’re going to soon,” he 
said.
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KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Monday, September 
10, in the media center at Lan-
caster Middle School. 

Members are expected to hear 
a request for supplemental fund-
ing for a music teacher position 
at the primary school. Principals 
will report on the opening day of 
school.

The board will have a first read-
ing of school policy changes.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. Thursday, September 13, 
in the county courts building 
at 39 Judicial Place in Heaths-
ville.

Two conditional use permit 
applications are set for public 
hearings beginning at 7 p.m.

Deborah C. Whittaker and 
Reedville Enterprises LLC/
Thomas O. Nutt Jr. seek autho-
rization to operate a commer-
cial oyster business at 861 
Main Street in Reedville.

Roy and Julia Bredder seek 
authorization to raise sheep on 
residential waterfront property 
on Cowart Road.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, Sep-
tember 10, at 2172 Northumber-
land Highway in Lottsburg.

Items on the agenda include an 
Eagle Scout project, announce-
ments regarding the opening of 
the new school year, a collabo-
ration with the Northumberland 
YMCA to use the facility’s bas-
ketball courts, and dual enroll-
ment contracts.

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will welcome new 
member Blair Kenyon for his 
first meeting tonight (September 
6) at 7 p.m. in the town office. 
Kenyon was elected in May.

Council members William 
Hubbard, Jennifer Hodges, 
David Jones and Kenyon will be 
sworn in at the meeting. Hodges 
and Jones were re-elected and 
Hubbard was elected after serv-
ing for several months as an 
appointment.  

Council also will hear reports 
from the town manager and the 
budget and finance, and building 
and external environment com-
mittees.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Evaluation today may resolve questions
continued from page A1

■ Creek cleanup
The Northumberland Asso-

ciation for Progressive Stew-
ardship (NAPS) and the North-
ern Neck Soil and Water Con-
servation District (NNSWCD) 
recently announced upcoming 
cleanup events on local water-
ways. The NAPS 2012 Creek 
Cleanup will be held at 8 a.m. 
September 15 and focus on the 
Great Wicomico River from 
the mouth of Cockrell’s Creek 
west to the Glebe Point bridge 
and back east to Cranes Creek.

The event will be centered at 
the old Mila steamboat landing 
on property owned by Pamela 
Russell at the end of Route 
665. To participate in the Creek 
Cleanup, contact NAPS presi-
dent Bill Estell at 580-6609, or 
Land at 453-6605.

■ Launch cleanup
Northern Neck Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
will coordinate a cleanup event 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Septem-
ber 15 at Windmill Point Kayak 
and Canoe Launch. To regis-
ter, contact Faye Andrashko at 
faye.andrashko@nnswcd.org, 
or 333-3525, ext. 113.

■ River cleanup
Northern Neck Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
will coordinate a cleanup event 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Septem-
ber 8 along the Rappahannock 
River. The cleanup will be held 
in partnership with the Friends 
of the Rappahannock and the 
Rappahannock River National 
Wildlife Refuge. To register, 
contact Kathy Clarke at kathy.
clarke@nnswed.org.

NEWS 
BREAK

Read it in
the Record!

Dr. Daniel Lukich

Alleged violations 
At last month’s board meet-

ing, Smart said Lukich may 
have violated state code when 
he issued pay checks to eight 
administrators in July and 
another eight faculty in the 
first two weeks of August, 
because all were working 
without contracts. 

Lukich denied he violated 
any codes. “Pat Lacey, the 
school board’s attorney, con-
firmed that Bob Smart is incor-
rect. I have no comment about 
Mr. Smart. He’s my boss so I 
don’t comment about bosses.”

Additionally, Smart ques-
tioned contracts for a facility 
study that were signed on June 
18 prior to county supervisors’ 
June 28 passage and appropri-
ation of the FY 2013 budget, 
another alleged violation of 
Virginia law.

“I do not believe it’s a viola-
tion and the county gave us the 
go-ahead verbally. And Mr. 
Lacy ruled we’re well within 
the law,” Lukich responded. 
“Part of that funding came 
from the previous year.” 

A review of the superinten-
dent’s spending over a three-
month period covering May, 
June and July 2012, showed 
Lukich’s spending on meals 
exceeds school board policy 
amounts for professional 

development. 
Lukich dined with a number 

of school officials at restau-
rants in and out of town some-
times at costs in excess of 
school policy, which allows $8 
for breakfast, $12 for lunch, 
and $15 for dinner, as indi-
cated on the expense forms.

However, the Record was 
informed by school officials, 
that Lukich does not fill out 
expense forms. Instead, he 
charges directly to the school 
credit card and hands in a cash 
register receipt with the names 
of participants and purpose 
handwritten across the top. 

His charges include: 
-

tesville, dinner with four board 
members, $47.67 each. 

Williamsburg, dinner with 
four administrators at $30.16 
each.

-
liamsburg, dinner with four 
administrators at $30.95 each.

with one guest at $19.49 each.

with one teacher at $18.54 
each.

with five administrators at 
$16.21 each.

with five administrators at 
$23.59 each.

five administrators at $12.85 
each.

one administrator at $12.42 
each.

There were several other 
food charges during the three-
month period, most having to 
do with in-service sessions.

“I’m not aware of that 
[meals] policy. That’s for 
staff,” said Lukich. He said 
the policy does not apply to 
staff when they are with him 
nor does it apply to the school 
board.

A check of Carter’s expense 
reports show proper forms 
were submitted for a variety 
of expenses related to confer-
ences with all meals falling 
within policy limits. However, 
no expense forms were pro-
vided detailing several hun-
dred dollars in supplies she 

RICHMOND—State funds 
totaling $1.5 million are now 
available as grants to conserve 
land in Virginia.

The Virginia Land Conserva-
tion Foundation, the state’s land 
conservation board, will accept 
applications through October 24. 
A related workshop will be held 
September 14 in Fredericks-
burg, said Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation 
public relations manager Gary 
Waugh. The VLCF is staffed by 
the DCR.

The grants are available to 
public bodies such as state agen-
cies, local governments, regional 
park authorities and soil and 
water conservation districts and 
to tax exempt nonprofit organi-

zations, said Waugh.
The minimum grant applica-

tion is for $5,000. There is no 
maximum, he said. All grants 
must have at least a 50% match.

Proposed projects must meet 
specific requirements in natural 
area protection, open spaces and 
parks, farmlands and forest pres-
ervation, or historic area preser-
vation.

The grant workshop will 
explain the grant process and 
scoring criteria. The workshop 
will be held from 10 a.m. to  noon 
at the Fredericksburg Historic 
District Marriott at 620 Caroline 
Street in Fredericksburg.

 For a grant manual, go to dcr.
virginia.gov/virginia_land_con-
servation_foundation/.

Land conservation
grant funds available

CHARLOTTESVILLEVir-
ginians can help preserve native 
tree species by collecting acorns 
and seeds from 11 species and 
delivering them to the nearest 
office of the Virginia Department 
of Forestry (VDOF).

 “Generally, the best time to 

collect acorns is the last week in 
September through the first week 
of October,” said nursery forester 
Josh McLaughlin. “Every bag of 
acorns and seed collected by citi-
zens will help us keep Virginia 
beautiful.”

 The species most needed are 

Acorn search is on across Virginia
Alleghany chinkapin, Chinese 
chestnut, hazelnut, black oak, 
chestnut oak, northern red oak, 
pin oak, sawtooth oak, white oak, 
willow oak and  black walnut.

 “Lawns or paved areas are ideal 
collection sites,” said McLaugh-
lin. “A single tree located in 
these areas makes identifying the 
acorns easier.”

Folks should not collect from 
trees in the forest, since it can be 
difficult to identify acorns when 
many different species are nearby, 
he said.

McLaughlin reminds anyone 
who is interested in collecting 
acorns or seed to use non-plastic 
bags to hold the acorns or seed; 
identify the tree species on the 
non-plastic bag, and to use sepa-
rate bags for acorns or seeds from 
different species.

 Acorn collecting will be the 
focus of VDOF’s exhibit at the 
Virginia State Fair. Visitors can 
see samples of acorns and talk to 
representatives about collecting. 
Information on acorn collecting 
is available at dof.virginia.gov.

charged to the school credit 
card.

Among Lukich’s charges 
was a non-refundable $200 
to the Tides Inn for a school 
board retreat dealing with 
budget cuts. The money was 
forfeited when the meet-
ing was postponed due to 
improper notification to the 
public. At the request of the 
school board chairman, the 
meeting was changed to the 
central office and sandwiches 
were shared. 

Lukich selected a local res-
taurant to cater a June break-
fast for retirees at a cost of 
$21.77 per person based on 
160 attendees. To pay for 
the affair, each school was 
billed $1,027.54 from funds 
earmarked for “staff/student 
awards and recognition” with 
the central office chipping in 
$400 for a total of $3,482.61.

“That was a retirement 
function. The school board 
was there and it was held in 
the school building,” said 
Lukich. “It was not a confer-
ence. It was a special program 
to honor and recognize them 
at the end of the year. And it’s 
been done before.”

Among other expenses, 
legal costs for the school 
board attorney have increased. 
The district’s legal bills totaled 
$2,038 for April-June 2011, 
before Lukich was hired. 
For the same period in 2012, 
legal bills totaled $11,030, an 
increase of $8,992. 

According to Lukich, legal 
fees have increased due to a 
“particularly contentious envi-
ronment between the county 
and the school board.” 

When asked about alleged 
violations of state code, school 
finance director Sue Salg said, 
“Everyone in this building 
wants to follow proper codes 
and procedures” and will 
make the necessary changes 
to ensure it is corrected in the 
future.
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

CHRISTMAS IN NEW YORK
Nov. 27-29, 2012

Join us for the sights and sounds of the
Holiday season in New York!

Radio City Rockettes, Rockefeller Center, 
Christmas Tree Lighting & Fifth Avenue Shopping

CALL TODAY!

YARD SALE!
Saturday, September 8th

7am ‘til Noon
Bethel-Emmanuel United Methodist Men’s Building

Rt. 201 South in Lively, VA

Furniture, appliances, electronics, household items, tools, 
sporting goods, linens, pictures, books, bicycles, CDs, 

old records, collector items, food, baked goods
and much more . . .

Proceeds are shared with youth programs, local charities,
volunteer services, churches & the needy. 

Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

Draperies
Cornices
Valances

Shades
Blinds

Shutters

Designed to suit your needs 

Courtesy In-Home Consultations    Free Installation

20% off

(804) 758-8887

Top Dog Pet Grooming
High quality, caring & compassionate 

grooming for over 20 years.

We groom and clip small dogs at your door!
– Available Monday & Friday only –

All other grooming available Tues., Wed. & Thurs.

804-725-4831 or 804-366-6429

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery 

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD!! 
& take quality consignments! 

144 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

On a hot summer day when 
many are trying to find 

shade, HBI Building Trades 
Instructor Wayne C. Jones 
stands in the midmorning sun 
supervising a crew building a 
new home on Pond Park Road 
outside Kilmarnock.

The veteran construction 
supervisor’s students Eric 
Green and Marcus Burnett 
add to the framing of a front 
deck while Datoine Harvey, 
Holly Griffin and Adamein 
Thompson modify the interior 
framing, protected a bit by the 
new roof.

This is no ordinary home, 
and no ordinary group of 
workers. Lancaster/Northum-
berland Habitat for Human-
ity (LNHFH) is building the 
house, the 15th home it has 
erected since 1996. Dedi-
cated to constructing afford-
able housing for low-income 
families, LNHFH relies on 
local volunteers to provide the 
labor needed to build homes 
qualified local individuals can 
purchase at affordable prices, 
according to building commit-
tee chairman Duane Bushey. 

The young adults are part 
of HBI PACT YouthBuild 
Tappahannock, a partnership 
led by HBI, formerly Home 
Builders Institute. Other part-
ners include Bay Consortium 
Workforce Investment Board 
Inc., Employment Resources 
Incorporated and Job Assis-
tance Center Inc.

HBI administers the local 
YouthBuild program as part 
of the Department of Labor’s 
national YouthBuild initiative. 
YouthBuild helps low-income 
youth ages 16 to 24 complete 
high school or earn a GED, 

Habitat for Humanity finds new construction partner

YouthBuild student Eric Green assists HBI instructor Wayne 
Jones at the newest Habitat for Humanity home outside 
Kilmarnock.

by Larry Mazzeno

learn construction trade skills, 
develop leadership and job 
readiness skills and find and 
keep employment. 

The LNHFH board of direc-
tors is  excited to join with 
HBI PACT YouthBuild Tappa-
hannock to complete con-
struction on Habitat’s latest 
home, said Bushey.

 “This operation benefits 
both organizations. We are 
always looking for help to 
build houses. YouthBuild 

students need a place where 
they can hone their carpentry 
skills,” he said.

Jones agrees the partnership 
is good for everyone involved. 
Habitat gets the home built 
faster. HBI PACT YouthBuild 
students get experience.

Since practical experience 
is a key component of the 
HBI PACT YouthBuild pro-
gram, expert supervision is a 
must. Jones  has held a Class 
A Virginia State contractor’s 

license for 16 years.
Last year, he decided to 

take a new direction in his 
career, and was hired by HBI 
in July. He works out of the 
HBI PACT YouthBuild Tappa-
hannock office providing 
classroom and on-site training 
for students selected for the 
program. A staff of counselors 
and educators supplement the 
students’ practical experience 
with academic and leadership 
instruction. 

Those who apply to the 
program are first assessed 
for what Jones calls “mental 
toughness,” to see that they are 
up to the task of working in 
construction. Students undergo 
grade-level testing when they 
join the program and receive 
incentives to spur academic 
achievement in subjects such 
as mathematics. Students also 
must complete 90 hours of 
community service.

In addition to technical 
instruction in carpentry, the 
HBI PACT (Pre-Apprentice-
ship Certificate Training) cur-
riculum used in the program 
includes first aid and 10 hours 
of basic Occupational Health 
and Safety (OSHA) instruc-
tion. Jones stresses safety 
throughout the program, and 
students 18 and older know 
they have to pass monthly 
drug screenings to use power 
or air-operated tools.

The Habitat project also 
gives students real-world les-
sons about the need for quality 
assurance. Lancaster County 
inspectors regularly check the 
structure to make sure every-
thing is up to code. Jones con-
stantly checks on his students 
to see that they execute their 
tasks correctly. It’s especially 
gratifying for his students to 

see their accomplishments, 
he said

“On this house, most of 
the construction done above 
the foundation and below the 
roofline is the work of HBI 
PACT YouthBuild,” said Jones.

Why do these young people 
participate?

Burnett said he decided 
it was time to turn his life 
around and learn a useful 
trade. He already finished 
high school but could see 
that HBI PACT YouthBuild 
would give him valuable skills 
that would make him more 
employable.

“Jobs are hard to get at the 
moment, so you need to do 
what you can to show that 
you’re qualified and serious,” 
he said. 

Burnett and his fellow 
workers know that if they 
complete the requirements 
for pre-apprenticeship certi-
fication through HBI PACT 
YouthBuild, they will be 
more attractive to prospective 

employers. Besides complet-
ing the demanding academics, 
Jones said students must score 
average or superior on 80 per-
cent of their extensive on-site 
evaluations. His experience 
and keen eye for detail assure 
that no one gets by without 
achieving those standards. 

LNHFH board chair John 
O’Keefe has another reason 
to be pleased. “This partner-
ship has allowed us to meet 
another one of the goals estab-
lished by Habitat for Human-
ity: Improve the economic cli-
mate of the area. These young 
men and women are learning 
valuable skills that will make 
them more productive mem-
bers of our community.”

HBI PACT YouthBuild 
plans to partner with the Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck to improve their gym-
nasium.

A freelance writer, Larry 
Mazzeno submitted this story 
for Lancaster/Northumber-
land Habitat for Humanity.

WARSAW—The Haven Shelter & Ser-
vices Inc. now has a portrait on GiveRich-
mond.org which qualifies the organization 
for various grants and also The Amazing 
Raise.

“From 6 a.m. September 19 to 6 p.m. 
on September 20 there will be a 36-hour 
online giving challenge,” said Sandra D. 
Longest.  “We hope you will help us com-
pete for additional funds. “

Participate in The Amazing Raise to 
help The Haven. During this 36-hour 
online giving event, the more “unique” 
donors who give a gift of $50 or more to 
The Haven, the greater the chance of the 
organization winning bonus grants of up 

to $20,000, said Longest.
 The Community Foundation Serving 

Richmond and Central Virginia has com-
mitted $100,000 to be distributed among 
winning nonprofits. Help The haven be a 
winning nonprofit!, she said.

An eligible or “unique” gift is defined 
as one gift of $50 or more given to one 
organization from one donor. Donors 
are urged to make gifts of $50 or more 
to multiple organizations of their choice, 
said Longest.

However, only one gift per organization 
will be counted towards this grant prize, 
she continued. The top three organizations 
with the most unique donors with gifts of 

$50 or more will receive grant prizes of 
$20,000 for first, $15,000 for second, and 
$10,000 for third.

The first 15 organizations to receive 
donations of $50 or more from 50 
“unique” donors will receive a grant prize 
of $2,500, said Longest.  Nonprofits that 
receive the grand prizes for the most 
unique donors will not be eligible for this 
category. 

 Organizations also will be eligible for 
an assortment of $1,000 bonus prizes. 
The Midnight Madness prize will go to 
the organization that receives the dona-
tion made closest to midnight Septem-
ber 20.

Give to The Haven at GiveRichmond.org

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland County Red 
Cross Chapter is celebrating 
its 95th Anniversary.

The chapter began service 
to the community on August 
3, 1917, during World War I, 
according to publicity chair-
man Joan Kroll. The chapter 
is different in that it has been 
an all-volunteer chapter since 
its origin.

“Several volunteers have 
served our community for 
many years,” said Kroll. “One 
volunteer, Eleanor Morris, 
has been with the chapter for 
40 years and is largely respon-
sible for its continuity.”

Another long-time volun-

teer, Joan Clements, served as 
chapter manager from 1997 to 
June 2008, using her home as 
the chapter “office” until 2007 
when an office was opened 
at 59 Monument Avenue in 
Heathsville.  Clements still 
serves in blood services.

After her resignation, the 
chapter was managed by 
Betsy Willis as executive 
director until July 2009 when 
Shirley Grant took over as 
acting executive director and 
eventually became the execu-
tive director, in which capac-
ity she still serves.
Recent grants

Through a partnership 
with the Northumberland 

Northumberland Red Cross celebrates longevity
Family YMCA, and for the 
f irst time in Northumber-
land County, a Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund grant has 
allowed the chapter to join 
the YMCA in providing 
swim lessons to the coun-
ty’s second-grade students, 
a program named “School 
to Pool,” said Kroll.

A second duPont grant 
enabled the chapter to pur-
chase start-up equipment 
for its current office in the 
YMCA facility on Northum-
berland Highway. The grand 
opening of the office was 
celebrated March 31, 2012.  
Hours are Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The office phone 
number is  580-4933.
Restructuring

In 2011, a nationwide Red 
Cross restructuring effort 
united a network of eight 
chapters in the area to form 
the Coastal Virginia Region, 
she said,

The Coastal Virgina 
Region serves 1.8 million 
people in 31 Southeastern 
Virginia communities from 
the North Carolina border to 
the Northern Neck, including 
the Northumberland chapter, 
said Kroll. Cindy Jackson of 
Norfolk was appointed chief 
executive officer. 
Blood drives

Community blood drives 
are now held six times a 
year, with three at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, 
one each at First Baptist and 
Shiloh Baptist Churches and 
another at the Callao Rescue 
Squad. 

For many years, Charlie 
Franck served as blood ser-
vices chairman and handled 
all the preparation for, and 
operation of, drives, she 

said. In 2005, Kitty Creeth 
took over this duty.

“The chapter appreciates 
all the donors who come 
regularly and welcomes 
everyone to take part in this 
lifesaving effort,” said Kroll. 
“Kitty reported that 467 
units of blood were donated 
in 2011, with 276 units 
having been donated so far 
for 2012.”

The next blood drive will 
be held October 2 at First 
Baptist Church.
Disaster response

Many in the community 
may recall spending a week-
end at the Northumberland 
Red Cross shelter at the high 
school-middle school com-
plex about a year ago during 
Hurricane Irene.  

Since that time, the chap-
ter has acquired a new shed 
for disaster supplies through 
a duPont grant, said Kroll. 

Also, a Red Cross van was 
deployed from the Norfolk 
area for use by the chapter, 
she said. Hurricane season 
continues through Novem-
ber 30.
Future success

The chapter is always in 
need of volunteers, espe-
cially for training in disaster 
assessment and shelter man-
agement in order to be fully 
prepared to help disaster 
victims with their immedi-
ate needs for up to 30d days 
after a disaster.

“The chapter works with 
law enforcement, f ire depart-
ments, rescue units and social 
services to respond wherever 
assistance is needed,”Kroll 
said. “Please consider donat-
ing your time as a volunteer 
and your financial support to 
the work of your community 
Red Cross Chapter.”

KILMARNOCK—One of 
Kilmarnock’s water towers is 
scheduled for a facelift begin-
ning this week.

“Each of our towers has 
periodic painting as part of 
the ongoing maintenance of 
our utility system,” said town 
manager and public utilities 
director Tom Saunders. “We 
completed the tower on East 
Church Street in May of 2010 
and now it’s time for the tower 
on the north end of town.”

The Radio Well tower, vis-
ible from Main Street and 
named because of its proxim-
ity to Radio Drive, was built in 
1996 and holds 250,000 gal-
lons of water provided from 
an adjacent well. The painting 
involves the exterior surfaces 
only and no service disruptions 
are expected as a result of the 
work.

“Barring any weather issues, 
the project should take approx-
imately two weeks to com-
plete,” said Saunders.

Water tower painting begins

The Radio Well tower (above) 
will get a facelift.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

One of the most recognizable vehicles in 
the Northern Neck is a large silver sedan, 

which indeed seems to be ubiquitous on the 
roads of Lancaster County. The car stands out 
most of all because of the personalized license 
plate that reads BARRACK. The car belongs 
to Lawrence Barrack, who himself is one of 
the most recognizable figures in our commu-
nity.

Lawrence, as is the case with every other 
Barrack I have known, comes from the great 
metropolis of Alfonso in the upper part of the 
county. His father and mother operated the 
village store there, and his mother, Goldie, 
served for many years as Postmaster. Alfonso 
is virtually unchanged from its appearance a 
century ago, and the store, now long closed, 
still stands as a reminder of the once bustling 
past.

Lawrence followed the Barrack tradition 
into agriculture, but in the early 1970s he 
branched into a new venture, making his life-
long hobby a business. He entered the realm 
of antiques, opening an intriguing shop in the 
heart of Kilmarnock, tucked away behind the 
old Safeway store, now Tri-Star Supermarket.

 He specialized in his favorite ware, Ameri-
can Brilliant Period cut glass.  He and his 

future wife, Betty, who later served three terms 
on the Lancaster Board of Supervisors, made 
each corner of the shop a setting worthy of a 
featured spread in a high-quality magazine.

In all that he does, Lawrence is a perfection-
ist, one who never accepts anything beneath 
the ideals that he sets for himself. His display 
of cut glass was the best that most people ever 
saw. His knowledge of the subject is astound-
ing, and the shop became a regular stop for 

many visitors passing through the area. He 
said that he went into business in order to be 
able to have the pleasure of being able to buy 
more pieces that he liked.

About the time he opened the shop, his 
mother retired as Postmaster at  Alfonso, and 
began a new career shop-sitting for Lawrence. 
She made the pieces even more interesting 
by her comments, but initially she had to 
get acquainted with the difference between a 
postal customer who wanted a stamp or get a 
letter off as quickly as possible and an antiques 
shopper who wanted to pick an item up, hold 
it, put it back, think about it, and after lengthy 
deliberation either buy it or not. Goldie pre-
ferred more decisive customers.

After a few years Lawrence decided to tran-
sition his career from agriculture and antiques 
into real estate, and to the regret of many, he 
closed the shop. In his new venture of realty, 
he established himself very quickly, and has 
been pursuing that area for over 30 years 
now.  

Lawrence is one of the most generous indi-
viduals anyone ever will meet.  His person-
ality exudes kindness towards everyone he 
encounters, and his flair for understanding 
others is profound. Like Will Rogers, people 

he does not know are friends he has not yet 
met. In that respect he is similar to his sister, 
Bettie Ann George, who is one of the region’s 
premier health care providers, a vocation 
she found after raising her daughter, when 
she began looking to re-enter the workforce. 
As my good wife once noted, Bettie Ann is 
Mother Teresa among us as far as her devotion 
to the sick in her care is concerned.

For many years Lawrence had a miniature 
Collie named Prince, truly the apple of his 
eye, and after his death he found another one 
whom he named Princeton. Lawrence is a dog 
lover of the first order. His dogs have lived 
eating their food off of the proverbial silver 
spoon, and each of them has reflected his 
master’s gentlemanliness. In the times of their 
childhood when passing Lawrence and his pet 
on the road, the B.E.s often would inquire as 
to which of them was driving.  

The big silver sedan should be decorated 
today for it is Lawrence’s birthday, a day he 
probably will spend at his work, greeting those 
he meets, and by so-doing uplifting their own 
day, for Lawrence treats everyone as if it is his 
or her birthday.  

Happy Birthday, Lawrence!  Ad multos 
annos!

His dogs have lived eating 
their food off of the prover-
bial silver spoon, and each of 
them has reflected his mas-
ter’s gentlemanliness. In the 
times of their childhood when 
passing Lawrence and his pet 
on the road, the B.E.s often 
would inquire as to which of 
them was driving. 

Focal Point

Colorful Corrotoman River

Photo by Cary Fishburne 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

(Reprints from the August 30, 1912, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)
Accidents By Automobiles

While driving in Middlesex Miss Tyler Harper, of Lancaster 
was thrown by the horse’s becoming frightened at an Automo-
bile, and seriously injured, among other things her knee-cap 
being dislocated.

While driving his machine from his home at Reedville to 
Irvington Friday Mr. Wm. Blundon accidentally frightened the 
horses of J. T. Southworth, near Irvington, causing them to run 
away and throwing out his load of goods, resulting in consider-
able damage and loss of the goods and personal injury to Mr. 
Southworth.
Boat Notes

The white beacon at the mouth of Carters Creek on Sunday 
caught fire from its lamp, but was extinguished before much 
damage was done.

Captain Mason Lumpkin came up from Weems, Va., to take 
command of the schooner Kate, relieving Captain Scott, who has 
taken the Flora and Agnes.
Notice These New Ads Today

C. B. Riggin advertises home, etc., in Irvington.
H. C. Glenn, Morattico, wants young man.
Montague Rubber Co., Norfolk, advertises Boston Warrior 

Duck boats.
Sale Of Marine Railway

The Rappahannock Marine Railway (Brusstar’s), near Weems, 
was sold last week by W. McD. Lee, trustee, under deed of trust 
to the highest bidder. Geo. L. Squires bought it for Bellows & 
Squires.
Oyster Season

Begin Eating Now- Begin Catching from Public Docks Sep-
tember 15

September- a month with a “r”- is here, and lovers of the oyster 
can proceed to “get on the outside” of the “lucious bivalve” with-
out fear of having to call the doctor. The people of Tidewater 
who eat oysters the year ‘round have never had any fear of the 
“polluted oyster.”   There is no such thing in our waters, and the 
small percentage of typhoid cases (the smallest of any section 
according to the records) bears testimony to this.

Oysters from private plant beds will be coming into market 
now regularly, but the tonging season for the public rocks does 
not begin until September 15 in the waters of Virginia or the 
Potomac River.

Dredging begins in all waters open to dredging (including the 
Potomac River), on November 1.

Reports from the various sections show that there is an abun-
dance of oysters on the bottoms in Virginia. Owing to the exces-
sive frosts of last spring, the supply of new seed will be short, 
but in the seed beds of the upper Potomac and James there is an 
abundance of last year’s growth. In consequence the cry is going 
to be that the oysters of the seed beds are too large.
Large Tomatoes

Geo. W. Mercer, of near White Stone, dropped in our office 
a few days ago, bringing with him two tomatoes from his field. 
The smallest one was what we would call a good size tomato, but 
its attraction was its perfect formation and uniform color, and it 
was what Mr.  Mercer terms the run of his field. It weighed three-
quarters of a pound. The other weighed one pound and three-
quarters heavier than the first. The seed used was what used to 
be known as the New Queen, but as the grade is not generally 
known in this section he calls them Woodrow Wilson.

(Reprints from the September 6, 1912, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Our Unknown World

Despite the marvelous advance of exploration in various 
parts of the globe an estimate as submitted by a member of 
the Royal Geographical Society in London shows that no less 
than 20,000,000 square miles of the earth’s surface yet remain 
unexplored. The largest unexplored area is said to be that in 
Africa-6,500,000 square miles; but even North America contains 
1,000,000 square miles of virgin territory.
For Burns

A bottle of lime-water and one of olive oil should always be 
found in every cupboard. Mixed in equal proportions, it is an 
excellent remedy for burns and scalds, and gives almost instant 
relief.
Fish And Oyster Notes

Capt. O. W. Hudson, of the oyster police steamer “James 
River,” accompanied by his wife, is off for a week at Atlantic 
City. His subordinates are cruising the Potomac beat while the 
captain is taking a well-earned rest.

The Douglas Co., of Reedville, Va., added to their fleet of 
launches to be used in the large menhaden industry on the Chesa-
peake Bay next season a new boat named the Philip K. Bauman. 
It is 158 feet long, 24 feet beam, and 11Ω feet deep in the hold.

YESTERYEAR, continued on page A5

YOUR LETTERS

YESTERYEAR

I have worked for Omega Pro-
tein and the affiliated companies 
for almost 30 years. I have raised 
all of my children, purchased a 
home and other personal items 
for my family due to the com-
pany.  

I am not a spokesman for the 
company, but an employee who 
would love to see Omega Pro-
tein continue to be productive 
in the Northern Neck. I would 
like to rally all personnel to save 
Omega Protein.  

I know the company can do it 
themselves, as they always have 
done in the past, but it’s time for 
all personnel to show together-
ness because we need Omega 
Protein. The Northern Neck has 
benefited from Omega Protein 
which spends over $50 million a 
year in Northumberland and sur-
rounding counties.  

All county officials, state 
and federal officials, local busi-
nesses, churches, schools, car 
dealers and farmers have bene-
fited from Omega Protein. We all 
need to stop and think a minute 
where our county and surround-
ing counties would be if Omega 
Protein is no longer producing 
at the level it has been or if the 
company is no longer in busi-
ness. Although we may not lose 
the company, we might have to 
take a cut in the catching of the 
fish which means a reduction of 
boats and employees. 

Petitions will be posted. If you 
feel as I feel in saving Omega 
Protein, please sign your name, 
address and phone number. I 
intend to gather all petitions and 
send them to the appropriate 
officials and officers.  

I would gladly appreciate your 
signature on the petitions to help 

Help save
Omega Protein

save the company and our county 
and the entire Northern Neck.  

Kermit M. Green, 
Wicomico Church

All boaters should be alert 
and cautious when seeing a Dive 
Flag.  This red rectangular flag 
has a white diagonal stripe and 
may be used anywhere in the 
area where divers are working. 

A boater’s response to a Dive 
Flag should be the same as when 
responding to a highway sign 
that reads “Caution Men Work-
ing.”  Drivers are to slow down, 
stay alert, give as wide a berth as 
possible, and do not drive over 
the top of the workers.

A red Dive Flag is not a call 
for distress or an invitation to 
participate. This is not the time 
to be a curious or friendly visitor 
to the dive area.  It is a time for 
extreme caution and good neigh-
bor conduct.  It certainly is not 
appropriate to bring your boat 
into the dive work area, across 
the top of divers, or to shout 
obscenities or physical threats.

Certainly marina owners and 
marine industry workers are 
responsible to ensure that safety 
is pro-actively followed.  How-
ever, whether it is an electric 
boat, a kayak, a power boat, a 
sailing dinghy, or a deadrise, the 
rules for safety are all the same.

Let us also remember that 
swimmers do not use dive flags, 
thus, should be treated with even 
more caution and care.  Aggres-
sive and angry boaters threat-
ened divers and children swim-
ming at their docks this past hol-
iday weekend.  In the cold light 
of sobriety, no boater would be 
proud.

It is possible for “from heres” 
and “come heres” to live together 

Practice common
sense at the helm

in harmony and mutual prosper-
ity.  An Indian princess and a 
British explorer taught us that 
long ago...and what a lovely out-
come that relationship has had 
for America.

Perhaps the best rule for safety 
and conduct in everything is The 
Golden Rule.

Grace Leach,
White Stone

The “Do You Remember?” 
picture of Main Street, Kilmar-
nock in 1976, which appeared 
in last week’s Record, has 
prompted me to write the letter 
which I’ve intended to write 
for months.

Our town has never looked 
nicer. Blooming vinca in the 
medians and potted plants 
and shrubs all along Main 
Street have been beautiful this 
summer—so well planned and 
maintained.

This past Saturday afternoon 
saw dozens of folks strolling 
up and down the street—some 
with dogs on leashes, some 
with packages in tow, and some 
just resting on the benches 
placed just for that purpose. It 
was even enjoyable to wait for 
the lights to change a couple of 
times before I could proceed.  

The beautification commit-
tee of the town and all who are 
involved are doing a wonderful 
job. What a difference a few 
years and a lot of effort have 
made!

Although fall and winter are 
not my favorite seasons, I am 
looking forward to the pansies, 
like last year, or whatever flow-
ers are planned for this upcom-
ing season.

Gayle L. Hudnall,
Kilmarnock

Kilmarnock
looks nice

The primaries are history, the 
conventions are over and the 
election is about two months up 
the road.

Now comes the candidate 
bashing. Before you send that 
Letter to the Editor ripping “the 
opponent” apart, ask yourself 
if that’s the image you want to 
portray in the community.

Long after the votes are 
counted, long after the loser is 
forgotten, your neighbors will 
remember how vile you can be.

When it comes to candidate 
endorsements, be passionate, be 
supportive, be considerate.

Stick to the issues and tell us 
why your candidate deserves 
our vote. Leave the bashing on 
the streets.

Because no one seems to pay 
any attention to our announce-
ment that letters regarding the 
November 6 election would 
be published as space allows 
beginning October 4, the gate is 
now open.

Please follow these guide-
lines:

Letters to the Editor com-
menting on candidate positions 
for the November 6 election will 
be published in the Rappahan-
nock Record as space allows 
through October 25. No elec-
tion letters will be published 
November 1.

Letters should contain the 
name of the writer, place of resi-
dence and phone number. Phone 
numbers will not be published, 
but are required in case the 
writer needs to be contacted.

Letters should be concise and 
to the point. There is a 300-word 
limit on all letters. All letters are 
subject to editing.

No more than two letters 
from the same writer will be 
published. Letters from the 
same writer are not published in 
consecutive issues.

In the event multiple letters 
contain the same or similar mes-
sage, they may not all run in the 
printed edition; however, they 
may run at RRecord.com. 

Letters obviously part of a 
letter-writing campaign will not 
be published.

No attacks on a candidate’s 
personal life will be published. 
Focus on the issues. Statements 
that are obviously false, rumors 
and hearsay will not be pub-
lished. Writers are reminded it 
is a misdemeanor in Virginia 
to knowingly submit false 
information for publication in a 
newspaper.

Letters from candidates 
will not be published prior to 
November 1 and then only if 
there is a demonstrated need 
to respond to a specific issue 
raised in a prior letter. Thank 
you letters will not be published.

Election letters are due by 11 
a.m. on Tuesdays.

If you have a problem with 
the guidelines, consider an 
advertisement as an option. 
However, ads are also subject to 
state and federal regulations.
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CORN MAZE AND PUMPKIN PATCH 
OPEN SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS SEPT. 22 – OCT. 28 

Noon-4 pm-Saturday & 1-4 pm-Sunday 
$5.00 PER PERSON ADMISSION

Farm to Fork Dinner:  
Gourmet Dinner prepared with local ingredients

beginning with appetizers in the museum.
OCTOBER 13 • 4:30 TIL DUSK • TICKETS $50

For reservations
call 450-8182 or 761-5952

Fall Events At The 
Northern Neck Farm Museum

The “Vineyard Restaurant”
at  Jacey Winery

Enjoy unique dining experiences in the center of our vineyard

Located at 619 Train Lane, Wicomico Church, Va.
From Route 200 in Wicomico Church take Remo Road-Rt 609 East for 2 miles. 

Right on Mill Point Road and Left on Train Lane.
www.jaceyvineyards.com

Lunch Thursday through Saturday 11:00 - 3:00

Wine Tastings Thursday through Sunday 10:00 - 5:00 

(804) 580-4053

In celebration of the release of our 2011 wines, 
Chris Howard, guitarist, 

will be playing at the vineyard

 Learn modern
Western Square 

Dancing!

Clip this coupon for:

Two Free Beginners 
Lessons on 

September 20th and 
September 27th at 7 PM 
Fairfields United Methodist Church

in Burgess 

Class forming now! 
Call 804-453-3172 or

 804-580-4487

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts
18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Ocran
Revs. J. D. McAlister, W. A. Cooper, and Capt. S. E. Todd were 

guests at the home of Capt. J. F. Bellows last week.
Mrs. M. J. Squires and granddaughter, Myrtle,  returned 

Monday after a month’s visit to relatives in Good Ground, N. Y.
Miss Ola Humphreys is visiting friends in Richmond.

Ottoman
Mrs. Geo. H. Steuart and children returned Saturday after a 

week’s visit to relatives at Ocran.
Mrs. Lyell Ficklin and son spent last week at the Ross House, 

Urbanna, returning Saturday morning.
Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Gresham and daughter, of Spencer, N.C., 

will leave by Saturday’s steamer for Norfolk, after a two-week 
visit to relatives here.

R. H. Chilton, who has been confined to the house and bed 
for some little time, is improving, and we wish him a speedy 
recovery.

Sunday a week ago at 4 p.m. thirteen candidates were baptized 
at Ottoman’s wharf. The revival services the week before were 
largely attended.

Canning factories are operating, but on short time, and the 
fruit is not up to the standard in quality.

Most of our farmers are busy saving fodder. Owing to the pro-
longed dry weather the corn crop will be very short again this 
year.

Rev. L. R. Combs was the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Cot-
tingham Monday last.

Mrs. J. E. Hazzard, of Bertrand, is in Baltimore for hospital 
treatment.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and Library)

Yesteryear
continued from page A4

Do you remember?
Members of the White Stone High School Class of 1949, from left, are (front row) David 
Crandall, Frances Gunther, Doris Barnett and Raynor Dunton Jr.; (next row) Betty Lou Chilton 
Barlow, Steve “Dinky” Shelton, Bernice Culver Shelley and Sarah Ann Robbins Douglas. “Do 
you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum. Photo courtesy of David 
Crandall

It will take approximately 
55 election officials to operate 
our polling precincts on elec-
tion day. Lancaster County has 
seven precincts that will need 
roughly 8 to 10 officers each.

The Lancaster County Elec-
toral Board is seeking indi-
viduals to work at these polling 
precincts on November 6.

Election officers work at the 
polls to ensure elections are run 
in an honest and well-organized 
manner. They are a vital part of 
the election process and play a 
key role in our elections.  

All election officers are 
required to attend a training 
class. Classes are held prior 
to each election and you are 
paid for your time. You will 
work with experienced elec-

tion officials including a chief 
and assistant chief at each pre-
cinct.

You can serve if you are a 
registered voter in Virginia, 
you do not hold any govern-
ment elective office, and you 
are not the deputy or employee 
of an elected official. 

If you enjoy serving the 

public, and have an interest in 
the election process, call the 
Lancaster County Voter offices 
at 462-5277.

Absentee voting begins Sep-
tember 21.  Log onto lancova.
com and click the voter regis-
tration link for absentee forms, 
registration forms and answers 
to many voting questions.

Voter News
by Susan Jett, Lancaster County Voter Registrar

YOUR LETTERS

The First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution as ratified effec-
tive December 15, 1791, reads as 
follows:

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people peace-
ably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of 
grievances.”

Why then are people screaming 
“Separation of church and state”? 
There is no one who can point 
out those five words to me in this 
document. They’re not there! The 
first amendment states that Con-
gress cannot pass a law to estab-
lish an “official state religion” to 
which all people must belong and 
cannot pass a law that prohibits 
anyone from worshipping or not 
worshipping.

That phrase was contained in 
a letter written by Thomas Jef-
ferson to the Danbury Baptists 
Association in 1802. The Dan-
bury Baptists were a minority 
religious group that feared having 
a right granted to them by the 
State of Connecticut to worship 
as they chose. They felt they 
were allowed to worship only as 
a “favor” granted by the state. 
So, they wrote to Thomas Jeffer-
son seeking his guidance so they 
could continue to worship as they 
chose.

Jefferson responded quoting 
the Constitution to take away 
any fears. In his letter, Jefferson 
mentioned the “establishment 
clause” created a “wall of separa-
tion between church and state.” 
Defining the Constitution, Jeffer-
son’s letter read that “religions are 
protected from the state,” not the 
other way around.

Why, then are there reports 
from the media that our govern-
ment is intolerant of all that is 
symbolic of Christianity? Is this 
Marxism? Atheism?

Traditions we embrace in 
America such as the nativity, the 
Ten Commandments, the Cross, 
the Bible, the Christmas tree are 
being challenged by a few who 
are offended.

America’s constitution offers 
no protection from “being 
offended.”

Betty McKinley,
Wicomico Church

Constitutional proof

At the last minute, and with-
out explanation, Rep. Rob 
Wittman cancelled his only 
scheduled debate set for Thurs-
day in Stafford County with 
his opponent for the First Con-
gressional District seat, Adam 
Cook.

Don’t the voters in our dis-
trict deserve the opportunity 
to assess the character and 
convictions of the people who 
seek the privilege of represent-
ing them? 

A Wittman spokesperson had 
promised that he would partici-
pate in not just one, but at least 
two debates. But now, Wittman 
does not appear to be interested 
in keeping his promise and 
commitment to debates.  

By contrast, Cook has 
accepted invitations from non-
partisan organizations through-
out our district because of his 
belief that debates are funda-
mental to our democracy.

Wittman’s tactic of running 
away from this debate is not 
surprising given his behav-
ior throughout this campaign. 
Examples: When the Sierra 
Club sought his views on envi-
ronmental issues, so relevant 
to our district and our beauti-
ful Northern Neck, Wittman 
refused to even answer the 
questions; when the Daily 
Press asked what Wittman is 
doing to reach out to African-
Americans in our district, he 
was the only candidate who did 
not provide a response.

It is clear that his strategy 
in his elusive, run-away-and-
hide from the issues campaign, 
is to refuse to answer tough 
questions and issues, and hope 
that nobody notices that he is 
hiding from an open and honest 
debate. What is Wittman afraid 
of?

Donna Thompson,
White Stone

What is
Wittman afraid of?

It is refreshing to hear a 
man speak about “Service 
before Politics.”  I realize “die-
hard Republicans” will vote a 
straight Republican ticket no 
matter who is running, just as 
“die-hard Democrats” will do.

Take a look
at Adam Cook

If you haven’t made up your 
mind, take a look at Adam 
Cook. Besides volunteering to 
spend a year in Afghanistan in 
the Air Force and now serv-
ing in the Air National Guard, 
Cook has chosen to run for 
Congress.  

Look at Wittman’s record, 
especially his record of voting 
“no” for veterans. He voted 
“no” on the new GI Bill, and 
voted to cut education and job 
assistance programs for sol-
diers returning home.

Cook requested to hold 
debates with Wittman any 
time and any place. Wittman 
is always nice and pleasant at 
parades and celebrations, but 
doesn’t want to face constitu-
ents, because he consistently 
has voted against their inter-
ests. He is ranked 432 out of 
435 Congressmen in his ability 
to pass legislation that benefits 
constituents.  

Less than 1% of the bills 
he has cosponsored have been 
passed into law.  This places 
him in the bottom 10% of Con-
gress.  

Read about Cook, and try to 
hear him speak. I have heard 
him six times, and each time 
I am more impressed. He has 
knowledge of current affairs 
and the ability to answer any 
question posed to him. He is 
willing to work across party 
lines, he feels that “failure is 
not an option” and he has a 
desire to serve.  

To have Ann Holton Kaine 
take the time from a busy cam-
paign schedule with her hus-
band, former Gov. Tim Kaine, 
a candidate for Virginia Senate,  
to attend a meeting and sing 
Cook’s praises says a lot.

As Ann Holton so elegantly 
stated, we need “good people 
willing to go into politics and 
be of service to Virginia.”

Adam Cook is one of these 
people. This man gives me 
hope for the future of the 
Northern Neck. 

Kitty Creeth,
Reedville 

Wittman refuses to debate.
He doesn’t want you to know 

how little he has accomplished 
in his time in congress.

Rep. Wittman has voted 93% 
of the time with Paul Ryan to 
obstruct the advancements of 
the average citizen.

There have been many occa-
sions when Wittman could have 
voted to advance improvements 
in the First District. He is sup-
posed to represent, or make 
improvements, to the Chesa-
peake Bay region.

However, he has voted 
against bills to improve the 
health of the bay four times. A 
debate with Adam Cook will 
bring these wrongs to the fore-
front for you, the citizens, to 
see for yourself.

We, the citizens of the First 
District, deserve better repre-
sentation than we have had in 
the last four years. We know 
congress is the problem; now is 
the time for the average citizen 
to stand up and remember that 
the current congress has done 
nothing for them.

Bernard Everett,
Hardyville

First District
deserves a debate

Vice presidential nominee 
Paul Ryan told the Republican 
convention:

The administration opposed 
the recommendations of the 
bi-partisan deficit reduction 
committee appointed by the 

Tall tales at Tampa

White House.
His own deficit reduction 

plan will fill the consequent 
breach.  

There are three problems 
with these statements:  

President Obama worked out 
an agreement with John Boeh-
ner, based on his committee’s 
recommendations, only to see 
it thrown out by the GOP’s Tea 
Party caucus.  

Paul Ryan’s plan was rejected 
out of hand by his own party.  

No one at the convention 
seemed troubled by such minor 
discrepancies. 

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Remember . . . 

What goes 

around 

comes around.

RECYCLE
Rapppahannock Record

We recycle.



Jumbo Lump Crab Daddy & the Backfin Boys Band

Antiques & More
We Buy & Sell

Accessories, Collectibles, Coins, 
Jewelry, Gold, Silver,  & More

The Shoppe at Ordinary
in Hayes, Va

804-684-5214 or 804-832-7119
3872 A George Washington Memorial Hwy., Hayes, VA

Adult Art Classes

Colored Pencil Drawing 
Six evening classes starting September 13

Pottery Handbuilding 
Six classes starting September 22

Advanced Flying Geese Basket 
Saturday, September 22

Painting in Oil & Acrylics 
October 1 & 2

Intermediate Knitting Socks 
Four classes starting October 5

Glass Blowing 
Saturday, October 20

Introduction to Oriental Brush Painting 
October 20 & 21

See the entire online catalog for more classes!

279 Main Street, Mathews
804-725-1278

www.bayschool-arts.com

SchoolNotebook September 6, 2012
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TOPS assists students
Troopers on Patrol for Students (TOPS) recently took a bus 
load of children from the Boys and Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck to Walmart to assist them with back-to-school 
purchases. Under the leadership of State Trooper Patrick 
McCranie, assisted by sheriff ’s deputies Jimmy Smith, Kevin 
Dawson and Major Eddie Headly, and Explorer Club member 
Marrell New, 17 children received $120 each to pick out their 
favorite outfits. The kids earned the honor because of good 
character, demonstrated leadership ability and good behavior 
throughout the year. Sponsors of the program include St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church, Grace Episcopal Church, the 
local Kiwanis Club and DARE. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Class of 1947
The 1947 graduating class of Heathsville High School recently held its 65th reunion at Lowery’s 
Restaurant in Tappahannock. From left are (front row) Ruby Boyle, Leona Newsome, Boyle’s 
grandson Mateo Ramey and Betty Kidd; (next row) Curtis Thomas, Lee Cordrey, Carrie Maith, 
Reba Thomas, Thelma Luttrell, Howard Straughan and Charlotte Self.

Chesapeake Academy 
recently welcomed two new 
teachers to its staff for the 
2012-13 academic session.

Paul J. McAllister and 
Kenzie I. Manetz bring with 
them a wealth of talent and 
experience, according to 
school officials.

McAllister’s teaching duties 
include fifth- and sixth-grade 
general science, seventh-
grade life science and eighth-
grade physical science.

He has spent the past two 
years teaching high school 
biology while earning a 
master’s in curriculum and 
instruction from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi. 

“One of my primary goals is 
to help prepare students for a 
world rapidly shifting towards 
an emphasis on the science, 
mathematics, and technol-
ogy fields,” said McAllis-
ter. “Middle schoolers are 
known for their curiosity and 

high energy, and to me, that’s 
exactly what science is all 
about—asking questions and 
discerning the answers while 
being fully engaged.”

“Mr. McAllister comes 
to Chesapeake with a solid 
understanding of the ben-
efits of research-based, active 
learning where teachers act as 
facilitators and students take 
lead roles as collaborators 
and critical thinkers,” said 

Academic Dean Julie Keesee. 
McAllister earned a bach-
elor’s in biology at the State 
University of New York at 
Geneseo and is a member of 
TriBeta National Biological 
Honor Society.  

Manetz, the academy’s kin-
dergarten teacher, is a read-
ing specialist with expertise 
in diverse learning styles. In 
addition to guiding her stu-
dents along a path of greater 
reading and writing success, 
she aims to infect her students 
with a love of learning. 

“Kindling the fire is what 
education in the 21st century 
is all about,” she said.

Manetz is very goal-ori-
ented, has high expectations 
for her young, sponge-like 
charges, and as a kindergar-
ten teacher,  “seeks to help 
children develop important 
foundational academic and 
social skills in meaningful 
play-filled ways,”  she said.

Manetz earned a bach-
elor’s in special education 
from Clemson University 
and a master’s in admin-
istration and supervision 
pre-k-12 from the University 
of Virginia. She has a Special 
Education Certification and 
a State of Virginia Early/Pri-
mary Education Certification 
and has worked in education 
as a second- and third-grade 
teacher, a resource teacher, 
an SOL remediation teacher, 
and a special education 
teacher. 

“With her broad back-
ground in developmental 
reading, a passion for hands-
on math, and boundless 
enthusiasm for global educa-
tion, Kenzie brings a com-
mitment to making learning 
vital, relevant, and most of 
all fun!  She should be a per-
fect match for CA’s mission,” 
said Early Childhood division 
head Beth Clark. 

Two join faculty at Chesapeake Academy

From left are Kenzie I. Manetz 
and Paul J. McAllister.

SCHOOL REPORT
■ Lifelong preservation

Menokin Foundation execu-
tive director Sarah D. Pope 
will teach “History and 
Theory of Historic Preserva-
tion Practices,”  a Rappahan-
nock Institute for Lifelong 
Learning course, from 1 to 3 
p.m. September 12, 19 and 26 
at the King Visitors Center at 
“Menokin” near Warsaw.

Advance registration is 
required with a tuition payment 
of $35. To register, contact 
Sharon Drotleff at the Rappa-
hannock Community College 
Educational Foundation office, 
333-6707, 877-722-3679, or 
sdrotleff@rappahannock.edu.

■ Lifelong writing
Award-winning author Gail 

Kenna will present “Writing 
Artful Sentences,” a Rappah-
annock Institute for Lifelong 
Learning course, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
September 27, October 4 and 11 
at the  Kilmarnock Center.

Advance registration is 
required with a tuition payment 
of $35. To register, contact 
Sharon Drotleff at the Rappa-
hannock Community College 
Educational Foundation office, 
333-6707, 877-722-3679, or 
sdrotleff@rappahannock.edu.

■ Teen night
Teen Fun Fridays will be 

held from 7 to 10 p.m. Septem-
ber 14 at the Friendship Com-
munity House in White Stone. 
All teens, ages 10 to 17, are 
invited. There will be fun, food 
and games.

■ Test prep
St. Margaret’s School in Tappa-

hannock will host a KAPLAN 
SAT preparation course. Registra-
tion for the 10-session, Saturday/
Sunday class is open to the public 
with a start date of September 8.

 Interested students and parents 
can find out more about the course 
content, cost and registration at 
1-800-527-8378, or kaptest.com/
college. The St. Margaret’s ses-
sion code is “sakf12858.” For St. 
Margaret’s-specific questions, 
call 443-3357, extension 3022.  
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