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Carrington Fussell, 3, of Ottoman 
enjoys a ride on the carousel with 
her mother, Morgan Fussell. They ae 
two of thousands who patronize the  
the event. Photos by Robert Mason Jr.

Come carnival time, Dean Loudy 
(above) of Kilmarnock can be 
found in the Bingo stand. He’s been 
voluntering at the annual firemen’s 
festival since 1976, including some 
30 years at Bingo. He’s one of many 
volunteers who help the firemen 
operate the games, rides and 
concessions every summer.

The 77th annual Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department Fire-

men’s Festival brought smiles to lots 
of folks the past couple of weeks.

However, grand prize winner 
Harriet Jennings was sporting the 
biggest grin Sunday as she accepted 
the keys to a 2012 Ford Mustang 
from carnival president and KVFD 
member Johnny Smith.  Harriet and 
her husband, Ed, of  White Stone 
and Glen Allen said they’ve been 

purchasing raffle tickets annually 
for years from Mal Ransone, who 
has a reputation for moving lots of 
tickets.

When Mal went calling on them 
this year he didn’t find them at 
home, but he tracked them to Lee’s 
Restaurant.

“When Mal found us—that could 
be the best dinner we’ve had at 
Lee’s,” said Ed.

“I would have found them any-

where,” said Mal. 
Harriet said she plans to frame 

the winning ticket, #2269. Mean-
while, she’s toying with how to get 
“I Won A Pony” on a license plate.

Robbie Crowther of Kilmarnock, 
a sales manager at Medlin Ford 
in West Point, helped the KVFD 
acquire the Mustang through the 
dealership.

Smith reported another successful 
carnival run.

Harriet Jennings accepts the keys to her new Pony from carnival president Johnny Smith.

Something to smile about

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
school board faced worried employ-
ees and parents Monday when it met 
to consider ways to trim $242,000 
from the school budget. Some stated 
they had heard rumors of furloughs 
and pay and program cuts.

However, criticism of school super-
intendent Dr. Daniel Lukich by a 
board member angered a supervisor 
who came to the superintendent’s 
defense.

The budget situation developed 
when the board of supervisors made a 
last-minute reduction of school fund-
ing June 28, before taking a final vote 
on the county budget. Monday’s ses-
sion was billed as a board ‘retreat’ to 
discuss what budget categories would 
be affected in meeting over a quarter 
of a million dollars in reductions.

Public comments
“I hope we hang our heads a little 

low...,” said Stephanie McClain, a 
parent of two public school children. 
“Because we couldn’t come up with 
a budget we’ve been spanked...I hope 
we can tighten our belts and make 
choices that don’t (hurt) our children’s 
instruction.”

McClain spoke against cost cut-
ting measures that would significantly 
increase class size or  eliminate ame-
nities like air conditioning. She sug-
gested extending the instructional day 
and commensurate pay for teachers, 
a shared bus program for the three 
schools, and reaching out to the com-
munity to influence county supervi-
sors. 

McClain expressed concerns about 
the impact on discipline, as well, 
saying one of her children is attend-
ing Chesapeake Academy because of 
bullying at the middle school. 

“We need to face facts and deal 
with our community the way it is now 
or we’ll be putting our money into 
more prisons,” she said.

Teacher Cabell Westbrook asked if 
Lukich or board members discussed 
the issue with supervisors.

“Did anyone go back to...supervi-
sors and ask ‘What gives?’ or ‘Why 
did this happen?’” he asked.

“No. That was a last minute deci-
sion,” said board co-chairman Alex 
Fleet.

“I feel a certain responsibility 
because of where I was at the time,” 
said superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich. 
“We weren’t invited to the meeting, 
nor were we notified that any previous 
agreement was going to be modified. 

School board stretches 
budget paring to Monday;
furloughs remain an option

by Audrey Thomasson Had I known I would have cut my 
vacation short a day...The board told 
us to get our house in order. If that’s 
the message then that’s the message 
received and complied...”

“I do have a problem with the uneth-
ical way it was done,” said Fleet. “I’ve 
never seen it done after we’ve sent out 
contracts.” 

With employee contracts remaining 
unsigned, Fleet was referring to out-
side contracts, such as a $55,000 con-
tract for a feasibility study of district 
facilities.

Charlie Costello, a resident, sug-
gested they put off the study for a 
year. However, Lukich said the con-
tract was signed after the first vote on 
the school budget, because he didn’t 
think the vote would change.

Proposed furloughs
Referencing Lukich’s proposal to 

furlough employees to make up the 
difference, Westbrook noted Lan-
caster’s teacher payscale is one of the 
lowest in the state. Also, he said teach-
ers took a pay cut because they will 
still have to pay into their retirement 
plan while a furlough would take an 
additional cut.

“Who gets furloughed? Is it across 
the board?” he asked.

“Everyone,” Fleet replied. “All 
the employees, all the way would be 
involved.” Furloughs are a sign of the 
economy with a number of school 
boards taking that course of action, he 
said. “I didn’t get the first call about 
it.”

Finance director Sue Salg noted 
each furlough day would result in 
$40,000 of savings. She said bus driv-
ers would not be furloughed because 
they are only paid for the time they 
transport children. 

Lukich volunteered to be the first 
furloughed employee.

“If this board elects furloughs...I 
will be the first person that they will 
furlough...(even) if that is more than 
one day,” he said. “As superintendent, 
I’m recommending a furlough policy 
for all employees.”

Board member Bob Smart defended 
the supervisors, saying historically 
they have been more than generous 
with the school division. He said the 
$15 million lump sum appropria-
tion “received on June 28 represents 
$12,427 for each of the 1,207 pupils...
That makes us one of the best funded 
school divisions in Virginia.”

Had Lukich taken action to reduce 
spending at that time rather than wait-

LIVELY—Lancaster County 
supervisors are considering pull-
ing the plug on some street lights 
after Dominion Power reported the 
Lively Association’s power bills 
are in arrears at least $7,300. If left 
unpaid, county taxpayers would 
have to foot the bill.

County administrator Frank 
Pleva recently brought the problem 
to the attention of supervisors after 
he was notified of the outstanding 
bill. “There are some 39 lights; 
over half are in arrears,” he said. 

Through Pleva’s efforts, the com-
pany agreed this week to forgive 
12 months of late fees, leaving an 
outstanding balance of $6,666.49.

Pleva said the situation stems 
from a 30-year-old arrange-

ment among Dominion Power, 
community associations and the 
county in which a municipal rate 
is arranged for street lights. The 
county became involved because 
the company wanted to deal with 
local governments rather than with 
individuals. However, it means the 
county is ultimately responsible 
for the bill if a community fails to 
meet its obligation.

Pleva speculated Dominion’s 
collection problems are not limited 
to Lively, but could be systemic 
throughout the Commonwealth.

“Bowling Green had almost 30 
lights removed because of costs,” 
he said.

As the make-up of a commu-
nity changes over the years, new 
residents don’t agree to the pay-
ment or the homeowner may have 

passed away and their children see 
no reason to pay for lighting since 
they live somewhere else, Pleva 
explained.

Supervisor Butch Jenkins noted 
the street lights have been in place 
since 1954, and it is always diffi-
cult to collect payment because one 
street light covers three or more 
houses. The residents who don’t 
have the light on their property 
don’t think they should pay for it. 
Or in one case where four houses 
in a row are unoccupied, there is 
confusion as to who should pay 
and who benefits from the light, 
he said.

According to Lively Associa-
tion president Jeffrey Haywood, 
residents are billed $60 a year and 
businesses are billed $75 a year to 
keep the lights on. 

“People pay because it’s a secu-
rity thing,” Haywood said. “What 
revenue we’ve got, we’ve been 
paying to Dominion Power. It’s not 
a lot to pay for security.”

While some villages organize 
community fundraisers to pay 
for the lights, Haywood said that 
approach has not been successful 
in Lively.

Supervisors discussed discon-
necting the lights for one week as 
a way for residents to determine 
if they want to go without street 
lights. However, should Dominion 
Power remove the fixtures, citizens 
would then have to pay to have 
them re-installed, said Pleva.

“We’re not at that point yet,” he 
said. “We’re going to hold another 
meeting with residents before any 
lights are turned off.”

County considers pulling the plug on Lively street lights
by Audrey Thomasson

SCHOOL BOARD, continued on page A2

KILMARNOCK—A man is in 
serious condition after being shot in 
his family’s home Tuesday night.

Police said Derek Shippman, 18, 
of the 200 block of Irvington Road 
was shot around 10 p.m. when he 
answered the door. The gunman shot 
four times, hitting Shippman once in 
the stomach. 

“We don’t believe this was a random 
crime,” said Kilmarnock police chief 
Mike Bedell. “Facts lead us to believe 
the suspect was looking specifically 

Kilmarnock
man is shot
in his home

by Audrey Thomasson

SHOOTING, continued on page A2



InsideNews    August 9, 2012
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

 Payment enclosed     New  Renewal

 Bill me   Charge to

 $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

 $27.00 Newspaper only

 $39.00 Newspaper & PDF

For papers mailed to other areas:
 $37.00 Newspaper only  

$49.00 Newspaper & PDF 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

 $26.00  Newspaper only    

$38.00 Newspaper & PDF 

PDF only:

Order your subscription online!
Go to www.RappahannockRecord.net/archives

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@RRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@RRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, athomasson@RRecord.com
Shannon Rice

extension 28, srice@RRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, sara.amiss@RRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, mail@RRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, marilyn@RRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, troy@RRecord.com

Classified Advertising:
classifieds@RRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, wayne@RRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, ssimmons@RRecord.com

Sarah Bowis
extension 17, sarah@RRecord.com

Gloria Bosher, 
extension 17, gloria@RRecord.com

Brenda Burtner, 
extension 24. mail@RRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, fgaskins@RRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business manager

extension 21, koliver@RRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager

extension 14, lbishoff@RRecord.com
Angela Garrett, Accounts manager
extension 12, agarrett@RRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@RRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $37 per year elsewhere. 
Single copy: $.75.

appahannock
 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and 
then the employee’s extension when 
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

LANCASTER—After testi-
fying last week before the board 
of supervisors on behalf of his 
clients, attorney Mat Terry had 
barely sat down when supervi-
sors ruled in his favor. 

Terry, who also represents the 
town councils of Irvington and 
White Stone, noted his shock at 
the speed at which supervisors 
came to their decision.

While it doesn’t always work 
out that way, the board took 
swift action in granting requests 
from three other applicants after 
there were no comments during 
the hearings.

Terry represented the estate 
of Bertha G. Abbott and David 
and Nan A. Alga. Supervisors 
agreed to grant a deed of ease-
ment of right-of-way of a tenth-
of-a-mile across the county’s 
new judicial center parking lot 
to Courthouse Road in order to 
access estate property.

Terry asked supervisors to 
memorialize the agreement, 
which board chairman Wally 
Beachump noted was made at 
the time the county purchased 
the property. 

The motion by supervisor 

Ernest Palin was approved on a 
5-0 vote.

Ronald M. Ball’s request for 
a special exception to place 
a manufactured home on a 
1.012-acre parcel won approval. 
The property is zoned general 
residential and is behind 527 
White Chapel Road.

Palin’s motion carried 5-0.
Supervisors unanimously 

approved an application from 
the Lloyd B. Medlin family to 
have the Virginia Department 
of Transportation abandon an 
unused section of road near 
Morattico and River roads after 
receiving VDOT approval. The 
Medlins own property on both 
sides of the roadway. 

The motion by Ernest Palin 
included VDOT keeping a 
40-foot right-of-way for the 
intersecting roads.

By a 5-0 vote, supervisors 
also released a $33,752.89 road 
bond for Summer Duck Subdi-
vision off Mosquito Point Road. 
While the bond was recorded in 
1990, subsequent amendments 
to the subdivision ordinance 
currently allow private roads in 
subdivisions of this size.

The motion was made by 
supervisor Jason Bellows.

WICOMICO CHURCH—
Members of the Rappahannock 
Home Builders Association 
met last week to discuss plans 
to build a new home on Tangier 
Island for the Crockett family. 

The family was burned out 
of their home by a fire that also 
took the life of family member 
Bertie Ann Parks.

Project coordinator Iris 

Treakle said she is over-
whelmed by the community’s 
response. She’s received 78 
commitments of help or dona-
tions in response to a story 
on efforts to help the family 
that appeared in the August 2 
Rappahannock Record.

To make a donation, con-
tact Margaret Hudnall at 
580-2415.

ing five weeks, spending could 
easily have been adjusted by 
postponing replacement of a 
school bus, not hiring behind 
the retired assistant superinten-
dent, and reducing one admin-
istrative position, said Smart.

“The top 17 administrative 
employees of this school dis-
trict receive total compensa-
tion of $1,621,000. That leaves 
$13,379,000 to pay approxi-
mately 100 teachers, over 100 
other support personnel, buy 
fuel for the busses, pay the 
electric and heating bills, main-
tain buildings, buy comput-
ers, iPads and textbooks, buy 
sports and band equipment, 
buy school buses and other 
vehicles, contract for engineer-
ing studies, conduct retirement 
breakfasts and attend meetings 
outside the county...Perhaps the 
time has come for us to look 
more closely at administrative 
costs.”From left are Todd Sanders of Northern Neck Generator, 

Robbie Thrift of Robbie Thrift Masonry, Chris Hanley of Hanley 
Electrical, Chip Hudnall of Chip Hudnall Custom Building and 
Michael Harvey of Michael Harvey Homes.

Help pours in for
Tangier fire victims

Supervisors unanimously
adopt all four items set
for public hearing July 26

by Audrey Thomasson

Crab festival sells out
There was a whole lotta pickin’ goin’ on at the Irvington Crab Festival sponsored 
by the Steamboat Era Museum Saturday, August 4, at the Irvington Commons. In 
addition to consuming freshly steamed crabs, guests enjoyed music by Jumbo Lump 
Daddy and The Backfin Boys. The event sold out of tickets early, attracting more than 
500 people with many more on a waiting list, said museum executive director Terri 
Thaxton. Given that degree of success, she said it certainly will become an annual 
event. Photo by Shannon Rice

School board
continued from page A1
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for him [Shippman]. We have 
no reason to believe the com-
munity at large is in any jeop-
ardy.” 

The shooter was standing 
outside and shot through the 
door, according to Bedell. 
Shippman’s mother, sister and 
a friend were in the home at 
the time. Police were unable 
to get much information from 
the victim before he was 
flown to VCU Medical Center 
in Richmond. 

“He was in stable condi-
tion when he left here,” said 
Bedell. The Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad responded to the inci-
dent.

Police have not determined 
a motive for the shooting. 
“We are not ruling out that it 
is drug related,” said Bedell.

Lancaster County Sheriff ’s 
Department chief investiga-
tor Tim Self is assisting in the 
ongoing investigation. 

“The sheriff ’s department 
has been extremely help-
ful. They’ve been very much 
involved since last night,” 
town manager Tom Saunders 
said Wednesday morning.

Updates on the investiga-
tion will be reported on RRe-
cord.com as they become 
available. 

Shooting
continued from page A1

No contracts
Smart questioned whether 

Lukich is in violation of a state 
code requiring written agree-
ments with certified employees 
before they begin their duties. 
Eight administrators, who are 
12-month certified employees, 
have been working without 
contracts since July 1 and being 
paid without board approval. 
Additionally, another eight 
11-month employees could be 
adding to the violation when 
they began work August 1. All 
are currently working without 
contracts.

An attorney who serves as 
counsel for 21 school divisions 
in Virginia has stated...’This 
matter needs immediate legal 
attention,’ said Smart. 

Lancaster school board attor-
ney Patrick Lacy did not return 
phone calls by deadline. 

Smart also raised concerns 
from a county official who 
stated Lukich was confron-
tational in talks over school 
finances. Smart said he and 
board chairman Patrick 
McCranie mentioned to the 
superintendent the importance 
of maintaining good relations 
with supervisors and that his 
predecessor, Susan Sciabar-
rasi, had a good relationship 
with the board.

“His response was: ‘I don’t 
wear lipstick and high heels,’” 
said Smart.

His comments prompted 
supervisor Ernest Palin, a vice 
principal at the middle school, 
to come to Lukich’s defense. 
Palin voted against the budget 
reduction.

“We’re all educated...I’d like 
to believe we’re all honest...

and respectful,” Palin began. 
Stopping to gain his compo-
sure, he stated he felt very 
emotional.

During budget work sessions 
with the county, Palin said the 
assistant county administra-
tor was the one who raised his 
voice at Lukich right from the 
start, but that the superinten-
dent maintained his compo-
sure and “...did not raise his 
voice...but, eventually stood 
his ground.”

Palin called the board’s 
last minute vote to reduce the 
school budget “...legal, but 
not ethical. I don’t like what 
has taken place just to send a 
message. Look at the number 
of people you’re going to hurt 
just to send a message.”

“People in the county are 
constantly criticizing and 
downsizing us,” said Fleet. 
“Yeah, we have some prob-
lems, but we’re working to 
correct them.”

Fleet noted Lukich inherited 
the staffing and budget when 
he took over a year ago. “To 
criticize him for changes that 
were made before” is unfair. 

The board voted 5-0 to 
adopt furloughs as an option 
for consideration. After dis-
cussing a number of other 
options and associated sav-
ings, they went into closed 
session. No action was taken 
after the meeting.

A vote on what measures 
the board will take to address 
the $242,000 adjustment is 
expected at the August 13 
regular meeting of the school 
board. The board will convene 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
middle school media center.

WARSAW—To help ensure their health and comfort, Bay 
Aging recently launched its 20th year of Fan Care, an elec-
tric fan distribution program sponsored by Dominion Virginia 
Power in partnership with the Virginia Department for the 
Aging.

Each year, Bay Aging provides fans to eligible senior adults 
in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula.

With a grant from Dominion Virginia Power, Bay Aging will 
purchase a limited number of electric fans and window air 
conditioners to distribute, said Fan Care coordinator Dawne 
Sawyer.

The fans are free to those who are eligible and become the 
property of the individual, said Sawyer. Arrangements can be 
made for fans to be delivered to those individuals who are 
unable to pick them up at a Bay Aging office.

The program continues through September 30. In the North-
ern Neck, call Yvonne at 1-800-493-0238. In the Middle Pen-
insula, call Pam at 1-800-693-6109.

Fan Care to help keep seniors cool
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Party With A Purpose
Twenty-Second 

95%

kiwsrotary.org

Two Live Bands
Casper-Best Ever Dance Band  •  James Justin & Company

Advanced ticket sales only!

All this for just $55

Belle Isle State Park Sept. 7th

Don’t
miss
the
Fun!

Rappahannock Concert Association, Inc.
Announces the 30th Anniversary Season

2012-2013 Concert Series
 

Saturday, September 29, 7:30 p.m.
Thomas Pandolfi, Piano Virtuoso

Saturday, October 20, 7:30 p.m.
Jeff Little Trio, Conversant with Traditional Jazz,

Old Time, Country, Bluegrass

Saturday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.
Brooks Tegler Big Band Salutes

The Glenn Miller AAF Band of WW2

Monday, March 11, 7:30 p.m.
Trio Con Brio Copenhagen

Classical Piano, Violin & Cello

Sunday, April 14, 2:00 p.m.
Duquesne University’s Tamburitzans

Based on the exciting music, songs and dances of Eastern Europe

Season subscriptions
Adult $75    Student $10

Individual Reserved Seat $100
For additional information

Website:  www.rappahannockconcerts.org
Phone:  Jan Redfern 804-472-3396

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against 11 individuals.
Felonies

Troy D. Bullock, 41, of 
Georgia was charged July 
31 with a felony habitual 
offender violation, giving 
false identity to law enforce-
ment and speeding.

Vaughn O. Coleman, 22, 
of Dunnsville was charged 
July 31 on direct indictments 
with three counts of burglary, 
two counts of grand larceny, 
three counts of conspiracy to 
commit grand larceny, and 
one count of distribution of 
marijuana.

Walter E. Taylor Jr., 27, of 
Weems Road was charged 
August 1 on direct indict-
ments with murder, aggra-
vated malicious wounding 
and felonious assault in con-
nection with the homicide of 
Joseph M. Waller Jr., 54, of 
Kilmarnock. 

Karlide A. Harding Jr., 
21, of Gunther Lane was 
charged August 1 on direct 
indictments with two counts 
of felonious assault in con-
nection with the homicide of 
Joseph M. Waller Jr., 54, of 
Kilmarnock. 

Daniel P. Kelley, 34, of 
Windmill Point Road was 
charged August 1 on an 
indictment with arson.

Steven P. Tilley, 59, of 
Merry Point Road was 
charged August 2 with felony 
failure to appear in court.

Reginald M. Smith, 30, of Shore Drive 
was charged August 5 with contempt of 
court.

Tyrell M. Crockett, 30, of River Road was 
charged August 6 on an indictment for credit 
card theft. 
Misdemeanors

 A Heathsville woman, 18, was charged 
July 31 with domestic assault and battery on 
July 18 in a Northumberland County case.

A River Road man, 29, was charged 
August 1 with failure to appear in a Henrico 
County court.

 A Wicomico Church man, 32, was 
charged August 6 with using profane/threat-
ening language over the telephone.
Activity report

July 30: Staff responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to medical emergen-
cies on Twin Branch Road and on Beanes 
Road, with EMS to a medical alarm call on 
White Chapel Road and to a disturbance/tres-
pass call in the 8700 block of Mary Ball Road. 

July 31:   Staff assisted a Wilson Lane 
resident with a smoke detector problem and 
checked on the well-being of a Summers 
Lane resident at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services needed). 
Staff responded to a juvenile behavioral 
complaint on Lumberlost Road, to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on Windmill Point 
Road and to a suspicious vehicle complaint 
on Kelley Neck Road. 

August 1: Staff responded to an E911 
disconnect call on Oak Point Road (tele-
phone line problem), to a disorderly conduct 
complaint on River Road, to an E911 discon-
nect call on Belmont Drive (no emergency 
services needed) and to a shots fired com-
plaint in the 700 block of Nuttsville Road. 

August 2:  Staff responded with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle traffic 
crash near Mary Ball and Courthouse roads.  

August 3:  Staff responded to a suspi-

cious person/person in 
need of assistance on Black 
Stump Road, to the area of 
Dreamfields on a man with a 
gun call, to a gasoline theft 
complaint at a Lively area 
convenience store, and with 
KPD and VSP to a fight call 
on Waverly Avenue. Staff 
notified the Coast Guard of a 
capsized boat near the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Bridge (private 
boater responded and rescued 
subject). 

August 4:  Staff 
responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Gordon 
Drive (no emergency ser-
vices needed), to a larceny 
complaint on Jones Drive, 
with VSP to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash on the Norris 
Bridge, and to a shots fired 
complaint in the Corroto-
man By The Bay subdivision. 
Staff received a destruction 
of property report from a 
Gaskins Road homeowner 
(storm door, $100 loss), a 
residential destruction of 
property report from a Lan-
caster Shores homeowner 
($65 loss) and checked on 
the well-being of a Windmill 
Point Road resident at the 
request of a concerned citi-
zen (no emergency services 
needed). 

August 5: Staff discov-
ered unlocked doors to two 
Lancaster area businesses 
during routine late night 
building checks (no criminal 
incidents involved). Staff 
responded to a fight call at 

a yard party on Shore Drive, to an assault 
call in the Lancaster Shores subdivision (no 
contact with the complainant), to a mental 
health emergency on Lancaster Drive, with 
EMS to a medical emergency on Riverview 
Court, with EMS to a medical emergency on 
Brown Store Road, and with KPD to a fight 
call on Roseneath Avenue. Staff assisted a 
White Stone area resident regain entry into 
his house after being locked out. 

August 6:  Staff responded with VSP to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash on East Church 
Street, to Earl Drive on a complaint of a sus-
picious package, with VSP to a single-vehi-
cle traffic crash near Mary Ball and Devils 
Bottom roads, with VSP to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash near Jesse duPont Memorial 
Highway and Ditchley Road, and with KPD 
to a two-vehicle traffic crash on South Main 
Street. 

Staff also conducted 22 traffic stops, 
issued six summonses, assisted 13 motor-
ists, reported four deer strikes, handled 
three calls for traffic control, investigated 
four building alarms, processed one mental 
health order, logged four inmate transports 
and fielded two calls for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic crash on North 
Main Street, a brush fire on Balls Neck, 
a traffic crash near Mary Ball and Devils 
Bottom roads, and a traffic crash at Jesse 
duPont and Ditchley roads.

The Upper Lancaster Volunter Fire 
Department responded to a traffic crash at 
Mary Ball and Courthouse roads, estab-
lished a med-evac landing zone in Litwalton, 
established a med-evac landing zone on Riv-
erview Court and assisted EMS on Brown’s 
Store Road.

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic crash on the 
Norris Bridge.

WHITE STONE—Officer 
Cliff Dawson was appointed 
White Stone’s chief of police 
during the August 2 town 
council meeting.

Councilman Randy Reeves 
made the motion which was 
seconded by vice mayor 
David Jones. The motion car-
ried, 4-0. Tina Davis and Jen-
nifer Hodges were absent.

“We are lucky to have some-
one of such high quality,” said 
councilman Joe Silakis.

Dawson’s appointment fol-
lows the departure of William 
Webb, who resigned from his 
post with the town to take a 
position with the Northum-
berland County Sheriff ’s 
Department.

In other business, town 
manager Patrick Frere pro-
vided an update on the status 
of the comprehensive plan. 
Mapping for soils, existing 
land uses and zoning is done 
and the energy conservation 
plan has been accepted, he 
said.

Data on business patterns 
should be released sometime 
this week, added Frere. He 

From left, Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard welcolmes Cliff Dawson, 
who was appointed  White Stone’s chief of police last week. 

by Shannon Rice

Dawson appointed chief of police;
comprehensive plan work progresses

also noted that there is a way 
to make population projec-
tions based on analysis that 
factors in migration in and 
out of the town and natural 
increase. The survival rate of 
people ages one to 113 years 
of age is also factored in. 

Frere said the overall town 

plan should be complete in 
the next five to six months.

“I don’t know where we’ll 
go with the boundary line 
extensions, but having a 
comprehensive plan in place 
is crucial if we’re going to 
make that step,” said Mayor 
Lloyd B. Hubbard.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

The Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information on 
the whereabouts of Charles 
Michael Mitchell.

Mitchell, 48, is wanted for 
failing to pay child support. He 
is described as  a black male 
with brown hair and black 
eyes. He is 6 feet 1 inch tall and 
weighs 160 pounds. His last 
known address is 951 Conley 
Pond Road in Farnham.

Report information on Mitch-
ell to the Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.

Callers do not have to give 
their name or appear in court. 
If  information is useful to law 
enforcement, the caller could 
receive a reward up to $1,000.

Charles Michael Mitchell

CRIME
SOLVERS

The Middle Peninsula North-
ern Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services 
Division will conduct a Nurtur-
ing Parent Program for parents 
and adolescents from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on Thursdays, Sep-
tember 16 through November 
29, at Northumberland High 
School at 6234 Northumber-
land Highway in Claraville.

Dinner is provided. Classes 
are free. However, pre-registra-
tion is required. Pre-register at 
urveymonkey.com/s/northum-
berlandFY13, rvuc.com, or 
1-888-773-8550.

Parenting class 
to begin in 
September RRecord.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Eloquence is a gift that cannot be taken 
for granted. One either is eloquent or is 

not. Combined with compassion it sets one 
apart in any gathering or in any community. 
Bill Morris was both extraordinarily eloquent 
and profoundly compassionate. He came to 
the Northern Neck to become the pastor of 
Campbell Presbyterian Church in Weems 
almost 20 years ago, and he immediately 
became well-known far beyond the confines 
of his own church.

Bill and his wife, Pat, built one of the first 
homes in Clifton Landing, and Pat worked in 
the law office of the late Ray Johnston in Kil-
marnock. Bill was a truly humble gentleman, 
who never took credit for his abilities or his 
accomplishments. He had no need to do so, 
for they were apparent to all who knew him.

Shortly after his arrival in the Northern 
Neck, he joined with the late Rev. Joseph 
Johnston in a new venture to bring people of 
all faiths together to recognize the common 
bonds between them. With support from the 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund, they established a 
program they called Terrific Tuesdays.  

They engaged the late Rev. Clarence Carter 
of Mount Vernon Baptist Church to partner 

with them in making the meetings of inter-
est to everyone.  They viewed the program as 
both an extension of the traditional Commu-
nity Lenten Services, and as a new on-going 
activity in which people of all churches and 
all races could share a meal over dinner, and 
then listen to speakers on topics drawn from 
a wide spectrum.  

The group met once a month in White 
Stone United Methodist Church hall. The 
session consisted of a time for prayer, a deli-
cious meal, and a lecture or seminar that 
covered the waterfront. To use a cliché, there 
was something for everybody. They kept the 
cost of the meal to a minimum to try to make 
the program possible for anyone interested to 

attend.  
My good wife and I delivered one of the 

sessions on contemporary Russia, and we 
both came from the meeting inspired and 
enlightened by the turnout and the good 
exchanges that followed. The enthusiasm was 
typical of anything that either of these two 
men of the cloth undertook. Bill usually gave 
the introductions in his thoughtful and gra-
cious manner.

Unfortunately, due to budgetary con-
straints, the programs could not  continue but 
their legacy has, in that those who attended 
remember each other, and all these years later 
occasionally I will see someone who begins 
the conversation by saying, “I met you at Ter-
rific Tuesdays.”

Those evenings were but a few of the contri-
butions Bill Morris made to our community. 
He delivered magnificent funeral orations for 
those of his church members who died during 
his pastorate, and was a regular each spring 
at the Community Lenten Services. Hearing 
him preach was a treat. He could put words 
together with such depth of perception and 
understanding that it was impossible to leave 
one of his sermons without thinking about it 

time and again.
When he retired from Campbell Presbyte-

rian Church, he began helping at a church in 
Tappahannock, and on occasion he preached 
locally. He always saw the big picture, and 
accepted the world in which he found him-
self with understanding and contentment, 
qualities he passed on to those who heard him 
preach.  

Bill also had a keen interest in furniture. 
He liked many periods and styles, and found 
using his natural talent as a woodworker 
rewarding in making some of his own pieces. 
In that arena he was as precise and focused as 
he was in selecting his words for a sermon.

Bill’s fine attributes are far more numer-
ous than a mere column can collect into a few 
paragraphs, but most of all he was a happy 
person, a man who found his calling in life 
and never deviated from answering it with 
all of the energy and enthusiasm he could 
muster. He both lived to the fullest and gave 
to the fullest as well. Last week he died at 
the young age of 72, but his deeds and legacy 
continue to live.

The Reverend Dr. William Samuel Morris, 
May 18, 1940 – August 3, 2012.  R.I.P.

He could put words together 
with such depth of perception 
and understanding that it 
was impossible to leave one of 
his sermons without thinking 
about it time and again.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Pontificating on the 
economy last week, I sug-

gested a simple solution for 
putting more people to work: 
outlaw those obnoxious auto-
mated telephone systems.

It may take more than put-
ting somebody on the other 
end of the phone line, but 
if we could put everybody 
displaced by technology, or 
progress, back to work and 
bring home the jobs that we 
let get away from us, it could 
only help matters.

Have you ever given any 
serious thought to the jobs 
that have disappeared over the 
years?

Granted, there’s not much 
call for a buffalo hunter these 
days, but we could use a few 
coyote hunters.

Jobs that are lost and not 
forgotten include:

-
dia salesman.

Jobs that are fading fast 
include:

-
man.

Focal Point

This yellow-crowned night heron recently was spotted on Little Creek, off the Great 
Wicomico River. Much smaller than the frequently seen blue heron, it is not a typical 
visitor to the Northern Neck.

Photo submitted by Brian, Ann and Karen Wood

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Watching talented individuals competing for 
gold in London, notice the intensity that each of 
these athletes brings to the Olympics.

I’m proud to witness the discipline American 
representatives are showing, their steadfast atten-
tion to a goal and their determination to finish the 
competition with gold medals. It is unfortunate 
that elected officials in Washington can’t seem to 
live by the same qualities of discipline and deter-
mination to reach the finish line.

 Last week, Congress left Washington without 
addressing looming cuts to our national defense, 
funding reductions that would be disastrous for 
national security capabilities. I continue to be 
frustrated with the seeming lack of concern in 
Congress about this issue, and I took to the House 
floor last Thursday to share my frustration.

Congress should return to Washington and 
stay there until it has completed business. I also 
discussed the Obama Administration’s plan to 
address these cuts during a House Armed Ser-
vices Committee hearing with Jeffrey Zients, 
acting director of the Office of Management and 
Budget in the White House.

The hearing further stressed the fact these cuts, 
known as “sequestration,” must be prevented 
with a rational solution. As Deputy Secretary 
of Defense Ashton Carter told the committee 

Tuesday, sequestration would result in a “hollow 
military force.” This is unacceptable.

 My goal is to ensure that our nation has the 
capabilities to provide for the common defense, 
as the Constitution instructs me to do. We must 
ensure that our nation can continue to defend 
itself and that our brave servicemen and women 
are expertly equipped and trained. 

The American athletes in London are deter-
mined, strategic, and disciplined. Congress 
should follow their example and act to prevent 
sequestration. I will continue to pursue a solution 
on this issue, and I urge Congress and the White 
House to join me.

Tax hikes on all Americans also are fast 
approaching and I was proud to vote for a bill 
(H.R. 8) to prevent these hikes. I also supported 
a bill (H.R. 6169) to spell out the House’s princi-
ples on responsible, balanced tax reform to bring 
fairness, simplicity and competitiveness to our 
tax code. Comprehensive tax reform is critical to 
stimulate our economy, promote job growth and 
get Americans back to work.

 It is vital that Congress act on these impor-
tant issues facing our nation. It also is vital that 
citizens let elected officials know how they feel. 
Keep in touch at wittman.house.gov, or 202-225-
4261.

(Reprints from the August 9, 1912, issue of the Vir-
ginia Citizen)
Lively

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Dudley, of Baltimore, spent 
the past week with friends and relatives near here.

Shower of rain on Sunday did the crops much good, 
but kept many of our people from attending Wharton 
Grove Camp.

Mrs. T. J. Clarke and daughter, Miss Hattie, visited 
relatives at Molusk last week.

Mrs. Emaline Snell has returned to her home in Bal-
timore, after a three weeks’ stay with friends at White 
Chapel, Nuttsville and Lively. She was accompanied 
home by Mrs. Cleveland Doggett and Miss Bessie Taft. 
Mrs. Doggett will have her eyes treated while there.

Wednesday calling on friends.
We are sorry to report six cases of typhoid fever 

around our section at present. Our other sick ones are 
rapidly improving.

Mrs. M. A. Barrack and grandson visited the lady’s 
sister, Mrs. T. J. Clarke, one day last week.

Mrs. R. O. Norris has as her guests, Mrs. Mary 
Carney and daughter, of Norfolk.

A dinner was given by C. H. Dudley Thursday in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Dudley.   Mrs. B. B. 
Haynie and Mrs. H. Haynie entertained them in like 
manner.
Marvin Grove Camp In Session

Marvin Grove Camp began its 35th encampment on 
Friday, August 2, 1912. The weather is all that could be 
desired. Blankets are very comfortable at night.

The cottages repaired and new ones built present a 
lovely scene in the sacred old grove, where the presence 
of the Spirit of God is apparent. Some of the tents were 
occupied as early as Thursday, and by Saturday after-
noon there were more tenters than for many years.

Friday evening Dr. Beauchamp preached the open-
ing sermon on “Redeeming The Time” for the ten days 
to be spent together. Saturday evening Dr. McAllis-
ter preached on prayer, which was necessary to draw 
Christians nearer to God.
Purse Lost

Lost between White Stone and Wharton Fisher-

ies Co.’s factory on Tuesday a small purse containing 
between four and five dollars. Finder will please return 
same to G. W. Sanders & Son’s store and get reward.
Weems

Miss Kent visited her sister, Mrs. M. M. Haydon, 
during camp.

Misses Lillian and Lottie Pines spent Monday at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Robertson, at Ocran.

Tom Ashburn, of steamer Lancaster, was home a 
few days during camp.

Milton Ashburn has returned to his duties on 
steamer Calvert after having been home here for a 
short while.
Millenbeck

Mrs. E. B. Schools and son, Vincent, and Mrs. Ada 
Owens and daughter, of Portsmouth, Va., were the 
guests of Mrs. G. E. Lewis last week

Miss Octavia Ball, of Nuttsville, was the guest of 
her friend, Miss Corrine Rogers, last week.

Sanford and Snead have begun canning tomatoes.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the 

Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YOUR LETTERS

Many times we are overly 
quick to criticize government 
employees, but are overly slow 
to recognize them when they per-
form well. 

The bridge on Devil’s Bottom 
Road, spanning Brown’s Creek, 
had a timber deck badly in need of 
repair.  It was properly included in 
the  six-year secondary road proj-
ects and approved continually by 
the board of supervisors.

The project was coordinated 
with the school district  to take 
place at the least disruptive 
time.  Proper notice was given to 
the public and signage placed to 
timely inform all of the closure of 
the road to perform the necessary 
work.

It was to take place from July 
7 to August 8.  The work was 
to be performed by the Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s 
bridge crew, supported by per-
sonnel at the Brookvale Station.

The work took place in some of 
the hottest weather this area has 
experienced.  The result has been 
a concrete  bridge of the same rel-
ative size, which should serve our 
community for many years with 
relatively low maintenance.

 It fits into the area very well 
and with little, if any, environ-
mental impact to the creek or 
area.  All of the signage and other 
activities were quickly removed 
or restored.  Also the work was 
completed early and the road 
reopened about a week prior to its 
scheduled opening time.

Bob Harper and his VDOT 
Brookvale crew, the bridge crew 
and all parties supporting them 
did a fine job.

Charlie Costello,
Merry Point

Bridge proud

Who can forget Massachusetts 
Sen. John Kerry’s famous remark 
about proudly proclaiming to 
fund the Iraqi war before voting 
against funding it?

Well, Lancaster County has its 
very own version of John Kerry, 
supervisor Jason Bellows.

Recently, Mr. Bellows voted 
for the Lancaster school board 
budget before he voted against it.

Life lesson #1: With all politi-
cians, pay little attention to what 
they say but watch carefully what 
they do. Because, after all is said 

Watch closely

and done, actions speak louder 
than words.

Kevin Jordan,
Lancaster

Why is it the Republican 
Party—the party that worships 
capitalism—doesn’t understand 
that business owners do not 
create jobs? Jobs are created by 
demand. 

Demand, from ordinary indi-
vidual consumers to huge corpo-
rations and governments willing 
to pay for the goods and services 
to satisfy needs and wants, is the 
motivation for businesses to pro-
duce. Increased production then 
requires businesses themselves 
to become  customers for  mate-
rials, services and workers to sat-
isfy their production needs.

Even great business figures, 
such as Steve Jobs and Shigeru 
Miramoto, inventor of Super 
Mario Brothers and Wii, do not 
create jobs; they create things 
that people want to buy.  Regu-
lations don’t prevent a busi-
ness from gearing up to satisfy 
demand, nor would tax incen-
tives convince a business owner 
to  increase production of goods 
and services for which there is 
no current demand.

I am not surprised the Repub-
lican case for tax cuts is based on 
the false premise that the wealthy 
are the job creators, but why do 
so many Americans fall for it?

If the private sector is not creat-
ing sufficient demand to increase 
production of goods and services 
(economic growth), government 
can and should become the con-
sumer, or rather investor of last 
resort. Most economists agree 
that every dollar of government 
investment in infrastructure 
returns $1.50 to $1.60 to the 
GDP. That spells growth that can 
increase revenue to help reduce 
the amount of the deficit, also its 
percentage of GDP.

It might have been better 
designed, and it was certainly 
too small, but President Obama’s 
2009 stimulus package pre-
vented deeper recession, accord-
ing to Wall Street Journal’s 
economists. Now, it’s time for 
the federal government to again 
go shopping.

Bob Lindsey,
Callao

Demand
creates jobs

YESTERYEAR
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery 

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD!! 
& take quality consignments! 

144 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

“Making Memories since 1969”“Making Memories since 1969”

How Much Are You Worth?
Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?

Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist

By Appointment
Thursday, August 16, 2012

10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS

There are times when failure to speak up is tantamount to heresy.
Last week’s letter in which a gentleman stated, “homosexuality is set in the womb before 
birth” is such a case. The obviously biased writer cited three study conclusions as “proof 
that homosexuality is not discretionary”, and seeks to shut-off the very response he 
invites by labeling opposing views “prejudices”.

Seeking to help the homosexual cause in this manner is at best counterproductive. In-
stead, help them personally by saying what God does in His Word concerning this issue. 
Over fifteen times God refers to homosexuality as an “abomination”, and as recorded 
in scripture (See Genesis 19:1-28; Deuteronomy 29:23; Isaiah 13:19; Jeremiah 49:18; 
50:40; Lamentations 4:6; Amos 4:11; 2 Peter 2:6; Jude 7), destroyed entire cities because 
of homosexual sin.

To those who argue it is Old Testament, please read Romans 1 in the New Testament, 
“Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness~ through the lusts of their own 
hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God 
into a lie and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed 
for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their 
women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also 
the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; 
men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recom-
pence of their error which was meet.” Romans 1:24-27, but please read all of chapter. Is 
this clear enough? Could a Holy God form us, in such a way in our mother’s wombs and 
then condemn us to Hell for it?

I do not deny that we are born with a sin nature, a fleshly desire that wars against the 
Spirit of God, or that He has given us the great gift of free will, but wisdom demands the 
moral compass remain pointed to its true North, for He is knocking at the door of your 
heart even now.

Please, everyone, “Choose this day whom you will serve, God or man.” And do beware 
of “wolves in sheep’s clothing”, as Jesus warned us “the spirit of antichrist” would be “in 
the churches”. If your pastor is not holding you accountable to God’s moral standard, be 
very concerned! Two local postors said to me that Jesus didn’t say the pastor could not 
be homosexual. Please.

I close with this. The ground is level at the foot of the Cross, where we must ALL go to 
receive forgiveness for the sin we have ALL committed in our bodies. “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” 1 John 1:9. Jesus forgives, cleanses, restores - makes all things NEW. He paid 
for our sins with His very life. Please hear Him, you are worth the price He paid! (For 
personal & confidential dialog, log onto bbnchat.org or call 1-800-888-7077.)
 
Hilda Page,
White Stone

A response to “Calling for acceptance”, 
 a letter to the editor, August 2

Paid Advertisement

Do you remember?
In June 1959, N&P Style Shoppe personnel presented owner Herbert Pilch a plaque 
commemorating 25 years in business. From left are Thelma Hoffman, Peggy Davis, Virginia 
Burgess, Vernie Self, Ruth Dameron, Pilch, Hilda Courtney, Mildred Duckett and Hazel Loving. 
The Main Street Kilmarnock building is now occupied by Hang-Ups and GGC Web, said 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service 
of the Kilmarnock Museum. 

by Kathy Reshetiloff
Bay Journal News Service
In the shallows of the Chesapeake, bay 

grasses sway in the aquatic breeze of the 
tides and currents. Also known as submerged 
aquatic vegetation or SAV, bay grasses are 
an indicator of the health of the Chesapeake 
and its rivers.

Like all green plants, bay grasses pro-
duce oxygen, a precious and often decreas-
ing commodity in the Chesapeake. These 
plants also absorb nutrients like nitrogen 
and phosphorus. In the water, excess nutri-
ents promote rapid growth of algae known 
as blooms. When these blooms die off and 
decompose, valuable oxygen is consumed. 
Algal blooms also reduce the amount of 
light reaching bay grasses, which need it to 
survive.

Just like shoreline vegetation, bay grasses 
trap excess sediment, which can cloud the 
water and bury bottom-dwelling animals. 
By reducing wave action, these grasses also 
help to protect the shoreline from erosion.

In addition, the SAV provides food and 
habitat for invertebrates, fish and waterfowl. 
Microscopic zooplankton feed on decaying 
grasses and, in turn, become food for larger 
animals, such as fish and clams.

Barnacles and scallop larvae attach to the 
leaves and stems of eelgrass, a grass species 
found in saltier waters of the lower bay. Fish, 
like bluegill and largemouth bass, live in 
the freshwater grasses of the upper bay and 
rivers. Immature blue crabs, minnows and 
juvenile fish, like striped bass, hide from 
larger, hungrier mouths in the grass beds.

Bay grasses are a haven for vulnerable 
molting blue crabs, shielding them until 
their shells harden.

In the fall and winter, migrating waterfowl 
search the sediment for nutritious seeds, 
roots and tubers. Redhead grass and wid-
geon grass are favored foods of ducks of the 
same name, as well as many other waterfowl.

Bay grasses once formed immense under-
water meadows, covering up to 200,000 
acres in the Chesapeake Bay and its tribu-
taries. With increasing development and 
nutrient pollution in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, and Tropical Storm Agnes in 1972, 
the huge grass beds began to decline. Bay 
grasses continued to disappear, hitting a low 
of about 38,000 acres in 1984.

Factors that affect water clarity also affect 
the growth and survival of the bay’s grasses. 
Suspended sediment clouds the water, reduc-
ing the amount of sunlight reaching the 
plants. Often, sediment covers the plants 
completely.

Sources of sediment include runoff from 
farms; residential and commercial develop-
ments; and road construction. Shoreline ero-
sion also adds sediment to the water.

Excess nutrients promote algae blooms 
that cloud the water, reducing sunlight, 
which the plants need to grow. Certain types 
of algae grow directly on the plants. Major 
sources of nutrients included sewage treat-
ment plants, septic systems, and agricultural 
fields and fertilized lawns.

Although bay grasses have increased since 
the lows of the 1980s, efforts to improve 
water quality must continue. Preliminary 
results in the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science’s “2011 Distribution of Submerged 
Aquatic Vegetation in the Chesapeake Bay 
and Tributaries and the Coastal Bays” show 
declines in all mapped areas. Some portions 
of the Chesapeake Bay were not mapped 
because SAV signatures were masked by 
excess turbidity present months after the 
passage of Hurricane Irene and Tropical 
Storm Lee. All direct comparisons to pre-
vious years in this report are restricted to 
only those regions that were mapped in both 
years.

In the Upper Bay, from the Susquehanna 
River to the Chester and Magothy rivers, bay 
grasses decreased from 21,353 acres in 2010 
to 13,287 in 2011.

In the Middle Bay, extending south from 
the Bay Bridge to the Rappahannock River 
and Pocomoke Sound, bay grasses decreased 
from 30,053 acres in 2010 to 28,749 in 
2011.

In the Lower Bay, south from the Rappa-
hannock River and Pocomoke Sound to 
the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay, grasses 
decreased from 22,865 acres in 2010 to 
15,645 in 2011.

And, in the Delmarva Peninsula and 
Coastal Bays, including Assawoman, Isle 
of Wight, Sinepuxent, Chincoteague, and 
southern Virginia coastal bays, grasses 
decreased from 18,095 acres in 2010 to 
13,449 in 2011.

To help underwater grasses, the public 
can:

to lawns.

vegetation.
-

fields.

or streams to reduce erosion.

vegetated areas.

grass beds.

For bay grass surveys, go to http://web.
vims.edu/bio/sav/

Kathryn Reshetiloff is with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s Chesapeake Bay Field 
Office in Annapolis. Distributed by Bay 
Journal News Service. 

Chesapeake Bay health depends 
on the splendor of its grasses

Del. L. Scott Lingamfelter 
of Woodbridge will speak at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, August 14, at 
the Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department build-
ing at 5170 Mary Ball Road 
in Lively. 

Hosted by the 99th Dis-
trict Tea Party, his presen-
tation is open to the public. 
Lingamfelter’s topic will be 
“The sovereign-servant rela-
tionship, how trust in gov-
ernment has eroded over the 
years, and what we can do 
about it.” 

 He was elected to the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates in 
2001, representing Prince 
William and Fauquier coun-
ties. He chairs the militia, 
police and public safety com-
mittee, serves on the appro-
priations committee, the 
Chesapeake Bay Commission 
and co-chairs the Legislative 
Sportsmen’s Caucus.

Last month Lingamfelter 
announced his candidacy for 
the 2013 Republican nomi-
nation for lieutenant gover-
nor, but his current task is 
working on behalf of others 
in the GOP, said Tea Party 
communications chairman 
Lyn Neira. 

Lingamfelter graduated 
from Virginia Military Insti-
tute with a  bachelor’s in his-
tory and he earned a master’s 
in government and foreign 
affairs from the University of 
Virginia. He also is a gradu-
ate of the U.S. Army Com-

Del. Lingamfelter

Del. Lingamfelter to speak in Lively

mand and General Staff Col-
lege, the U.S. Armed Forces 
Staff College and the U.S. 
Army War College.

His last assignment in the 
Army was as military assis-
tant to the director, Opera-
tional Test and Evaluation of 
the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. He retired after 28 
years of active duty service 
where he rose to the rank of 
colonel. 

Since retiring from the 
military, he has worked for 
the private sector focused 
on strategic planning in sup-
port of the senior leadership 
for the U.S. Missile Defense 
Agency in Washington, D.C. 
Additionally, he has worked 
in the emergency manage-
ment and homeland security 
arena in support of Federal 
agencies, states and locali-
ties. 

Maggie’s
Fabulous Consignments

in White Stone 
804-436-1701 

Tuesday - Saturday 11 a.m to 5 p.m.
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Middle Peninsula Courses

Yoga, Mindfulness, and Meditation
◆ September 4, 11, and 18; 3-5 p.m. 

◆ Christ Church Parish Hall, Middlesex County

◆ Instructor: Wyatt Portz

Civil War Home Front in Gloucester County:

     Landscapes of Struggle and Deprivation
◆ October 16, and 23, and 30; 1-3 p.m.

◆ Gloucester Point, Warner Hall, and Glen Roy

◆ Instructors: David Brown and Thane Harpole

The Role of the Embassy in American Diplomacy
◆ October 18, and 25, and November 1; 1-3 p.m. 

◆ Christ Church Parish Hall, Middlesex County

◆ Instructor: Father Paul Andersen

My Favorite Nobel Prize Laureate 

◆ October 31, and November 7, 14; 1-3 p.m.

◆ Middlesex County Public Library, Deltaville

◆ Multiple Instructors

Northern Neck Courses 

History and Theory of

     Historic Preservation Practices
◆ September 12, 19, and 26; 1 -3 p.m.

◆ Menokin’s King Visitors Center, Warsaw

◆ Instructor: Sarah D. Pope

“Athens of the New World”—

     Founding Fathers of the Northern Neck
◆ September 14, 21, and 28; 1-3 p.m.

◆ L.E. Smoot Memorial Library, King George

◆ Instructor: Phillip Greenwalt

Writing Artful Sentences
◆ September 27, and October 4 and 11; 1-3 p.m.

◆ RCC’s Kilmarnock Center

◆ Instructor: Gail Kenna

Religions in India 

◆ October 2, 9, and 16; 1-3 p.m.

◆ Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury, Irvington

◆ Instructor: Peter Bennett

The Architecture of Colonial Virginia
◆ October 10 and 17 (1- 3 p.m.), and

   October 24 (8 a.m.-5 p.m. field trip)

◆ Historic Christ Church, Irvington 

◆ Instructor: Robert Teagle

Antiques, Appraisals, Auctions
◆ October 22 and 29, and November 5; 10 a.m.-noon 

◆ RCC’s Kilmarnock Center

◆ Instructors: Linda and Larry Makowski

Critical Issues in United States-

     European Economic Relationships
◆ October 26, and November 2 and 9; 1-3 p.m.

◆ Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury, Irvington

◆ Instructor: David G. Davies, Ph.D.

The Rappahannock Institute for Lifelong Learning 

(RILL), now in its ninth year, offers stimulating 

topics taught by qualified experts to engage the 

minds of thoughtful adults throughout the college 

service region. Courses are held at convenient 

locations on both the Northern Neck and Middle 

Peninsula. Proceeds from RILL support the work of 

the Rappahannock Community College Educational 

Foundation (RCC/EFI), including a newly established 

RILL scholarship awarded each year to deserving 

RCC students. Thank you for your continued support 

of RILL, and enjoy the journey!

RILL
RAPPAHANNOCK INSTITUTE
FOR LIFELONG LEARNING

Topics of Interest

to Engage Your Mind

Fall 2012 Schedule

Base tuition is $35 per course. For more information or 

to receive a brochure and reservation form, call RCC/EFI 

at 804-333-6707 or e-mail: sdrotleff@rappahannock.edu

RCC/EFI is grateful to the Golden Advantage Program at the
Bank of Lancaster and to Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury 

for their generous support of RILL.

Tel: 804.438.9300     www.premiersailing.com

SUNFISH
LASER
OPTIMIST
420
And many more boats 
and parts. Sunfi sh in stock 
at your local dealer.

PREMIER BOAT SALES

50 EAST CHURCH
50 EAST CHURCH STREET, KILMARNOCK

ANTIQUES, COINS & COLLECTABLES
We buy scrap gold & coins
We buy silver plated items

We buy and sell sterling silver, 
platinum & diamonds

We buy and sell gold & silver bullion

Buying militaria

Quality jewelry repair 
at inexpensive prices

Free research & appraisals

804-435-8722
Open Monday - Friday 10 am to 5 pm

Saturday 10 am to 3:30 pm

LANCASTER—The North-
ern Neck Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocacy (CASA) Program 
recently closed its 2011-12 fiscal 
year with alarming statistics.

With its 10th year now under 
its belt the number of children 
being served by this program is 
staggering, said director Betty 
Wirth. Some 86 children have 
been assisted by the volunteers 
of Northern Neck CASA.

This is the largest number of 
cases since its inception, said 

Wirth. Volunteers also have also 
donated more than  2,000 hours 
of service which equates to over 
$51,000 in value of services.

The program has 20 active 
volunteers, she said. These indi-
viduals are trained to advocate 
for the best interests of children 
who are victims of neglect and 
abuse. The primary mission of 
CASA volunteers is to work with 
the children, their legal repre-
sentative and the involved social 
workers to recommend to the 

REEDVILLE—A $500 check 
was presented to the Hospice 
Support Services of the North-
ern Neck by American Legion 
Post 117 on Friday, July 13, 
during the post’s weekly lunch in 
Reedville.

The donation, presented by 
Commander Frank P. Navarro, 
was accepted by volunteer coor-
dinator Hal White on behalf of 
the Hospice Support Services of 
the Northern Neck.

“It will do a lot” to benefit 
those in need, White said. “We’ll 
buy a lot of stuff with it.”

 The organization provides, 
free of charge, food supplies, 
wheelchairs and other equipment 
to those receiving hospice care. 
The organization may be con-

LANCASTER—County 
administrator Frank Pleva, 
Northern Neck Land Conser-
vancy president Steve Walker 
and landowner Pirkko Graves on 
July 20 signed a Deed of Ease-
ment for a 15.2-acre waterfront 
parcel.

This is the first easement the 
county holds with the North-
ern Neck Land Conservancy 
(NNLC) under a recently adopted 
ordinance that provides the pro-
cess for the county to hold con-
servation easements, said NNLC 
executive director Jamie Tucker.

The forested property is on a 
tidal pond that opens onto the 
lower Rappahannock River near 
White Stone, said Tucker. The 

property has 1,545 feet of water-
front and 1.5 acres of marsh.

The conservation easement 
will limit development to one 
house and no subdivision of the 
land. The permanent protection 
provided by this easement will 
help protect the water quality of 
the tidal pond which is a nursery 
for young fish, crabs and other 
aquatic species, said Tucker. An 
active bald eagle nest also is on 
the land.

Graves said she is pleased and 
thanked the county and NNLC 
for co-holding the easement. Her 
late husband, Larry, would have 
been happy to know the land they 
loved is now protected in perpe-
tuity, she said.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Red Cross 
held a blood drive July 31 at 
St.Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
in Heathsville. 

Some 72 people turned out 
in the heat and 60 units were 
collected, reported coordinator 
Kitty Creeth. 

Volunteers donating their 
time included Northumberland 
County Lion’s Club members 
Bob Binsky, Joel R. Stubs, Doug 
Adams, Terry White and Al 
Hooker who prepared the can-
teen lunches, Rick Skelton, Zeke 
Hurst, Philip Smith, Bill Kirby, 
Sherry Fisher, Joan Clements, 
Ellie Knight, Joan Kroll,Creeth 
and members of the Heathsville 
and Reedville Masonic Lodge 
who put up the large blood drive 

signs.
 Those who donated were 

Odessa J. Roane, Betty Dilling-
ham, Ola Nash, Bernard Cogar, 
Gladys Holmes, Marilyn C. 
McCabe, Cindy Boyce, Edith 
Withers, Gladys Holmes, Paula 
Reuter, Ray Reuter, Saddie P. 
Piggott, Teresa Rock, Warren C. 
Blackwell, Vincent McCarthy, 
Warren Haynie, Buddy Sylvia, 
Stanley Norris, Susan Christo-
pher, M. Ray Jewell and Charles 
M. Buth Sr.

Also, Andy Kauders, Jenni-
fer Straughan, Kathy Pitts, Bill 
Flieshman, Jim Groff, Miranda 
Payne, Robin McKinney, Johnny 
M. Smithers, Albert L. Jones, 
Anita Hall, Sandy Saxer, Dolo-
res A. McMurry, Ellie Knight, 
Lance Bonnet, Judith Clark, 

Pete Wright, Bob Holley, Jim 
Schmalz, Priscilla J. Sutton, 
Irene Haley, Michael Silagyi and 
Andrew Brazelle.

Also, Creeth, James Poore, 
Leonard Kroll, Cathy Rew, Doris 
Rew, Theresa Gholson, Wolf-
gang Gholson, Robert E. Nash, 
Allen Dodson, Billie Whitt, 
Ron Whitt, William A. Bracker, 
Angela Douglas, Charles Butler, 
Jane Michie, Philip Smith, Glenn 
Fallin, Cindy Howard and Gar-
nett Howard.

Also, Nancy Burgess, David 
Fine, Christopher Watkins, Lisa 
Miles, Leonard Rock, Bradley 
Exline, Kristina DeBerry, Elsie 
Tomlin and Kathy Shearin.

The next blood drive will be 
held at First Baptist Church in 
Heathsville on October 2.

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will meet at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, August 9, in 
the Irvington town hall at 235 
Steamboat Road.

Council members will discuss 
a proposed sign ordinance, Aqua 
Virginia’s water quality report, 
and traffic pattern issues at the 
intersection of Irvington Road 
and King Carter Drive.

Also on the agenda are an 
update on a proposed wireless 
internet service for the town and 
a contribution to the Triangle 
Trolley.

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board will 
meet Monday, August 13, to 
make adjustments to its 2012-13 
budget reflecting a $242,000 
reduction recently imposed by 
the board of supervisors.

The meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. in the media center at Lan-
caster Middle School in Kilmar-
nock.

Also on the agenda will be a 
presentation on the school crisis 
plan and selection of division 
check signers.

There will be a closed session 
on personnel issues at 5:30 p.m. 
and a second closed session on a 
student matter at the end of the 
meeting.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors will meet at 5 p.m. tonight, 
August 9, in the courts building at 
39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

Presentations are expected 
from the Virginia Department of 
Transportation Northern Neck 
Residency, Northumberland 
schools and county administra-
tion.

The board plans a closed ses-
sion to discuss a personnel matter 
and property acquisition.

Public hearings slated for 7 
p.m. include:

K. Barley to operate a bed and 
breakfast at 607 Main Street in 
Reedville.

and Patricia Y. Kelly and St. 
Stephens Anglican Church for a 
special exceptions permit to con-
struct a church 1.7 miles east of 
Heathsville near the intersection 
of Avalon Lane and Northumber-
land Highway.

Rappahannock Cruises LLC and 
Edward Bowis to establish nine 
campground sites adjacent to 
Buzzards Point Marina;

agreement between the board and 
Gans Communications, trading 
as MetroCast, to provide a 40-by-
40-foot area to construct a hub 
that will upgrade MetroCast’s 
current service to fiber optic 
capabilities. The site is at 623 
Academic Lane adjacent to the 
Verizon cell tower and behind the 
Little League baseball fields.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board will 
meet at 6 p.m. Monday, August 
13, at 2172 Northumberland 
Highway in Lottsburg.

The board is expected to 
announce Northumberland’s 
new superintendent of schools 
and discuss new policies.

From left are Reedville American Legion Post 117 Adjutant 
Paul Robinson, Commander Frank P. Navarro, Hospice Support 
Services of the Northern Neck volunteer coordinator Hal 
White and Post Chaplain Reggie Shaw. Post 117 photo by Don 
Hirst

Post 117 presents $500 to Hospice Support Services
by Don Hirst, Post 117 writer

From left are Frank Pleva, Pirkko Graves, Steve Walker and 
Northern Neck Land Conservancy specialist Joe Thompson.

Lancaster finalizes first
conservation easement

Red Cross collects 60 units of blood

CASA program serves 86 children in 2011-12
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From vine to book
Sipping and signing at Christ Church, Richard Leahy (right), author of Beyond Jefferson’s 
Vines, autographed copies of his book while guests questioned him on the Virginia wine-
making industry and sampled bottles from local wineries. Saturday’s book and wine event 
was sponsored by the Foundation for Historic Christ Church and the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library. Photo by Shannon Rice

tacted at P.O. Box 262, Warsaw, 
VA 22572.

 American Legion Post 117 
meets at 10:30 a.m. the first 

Thursday of each month. The 
post is at 39 American Legion 
Way in Reedville. Prospective 
members are invited to attend. 

court the best alternatives to meet 
the needs of the children.

“CASA volunteer workers pro-
vide court reports that assess the 
past and current situation of the 
involved children and their fami-
lies, with recommendations for 
the interim and final disposition 
regarding physical placement, as 
well as medical and other pro-
fessional evaluation and treat-
ment for the children and other 
involved parties,” said Wirth. 
“CASA reports to the court have 
been viewed as ‘indispensable’ 
by some judges simply because 
social service personnel are inun-
dated with cases as are guardians 
ad litem.”

CASA volunteers work with a 
maximum of two families at any 
given point, she said.

“Our volunteers are the life-
blood of our organization,” said 
Wirth.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning com-
mission will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, August 16, in the 
courts building at 39 Judicial 
Place in Heathsville.

The commission will continue 
drafting zoning ordinance defi-
nitions.


