
Reedville Independence Day 
Parade organizer Danny 

Haynie has announced that 
Betty Kidd will be honored as 
Miss Rescue Squad this Sat-
urday, July 7, recognizing her 
40 years of service in the Nor-
thumberland County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad.

She will be riding in the 
annual parade, which begins at 
3 p.m., said Haynie.

Kidd was born in Northum-
berland County on March 2, 
1930, to Lloyd and Minnie 
Beatley.

Kidd seemed destined for 
a life in medicine as she was 
plagued by multiple freak 
accidents resulting in long-
term effects, she said. The 
first was preceded by a child-
hood case of whooping cough. 
After Betty lost her breath 
in a coughing fit, her father 
reacted by throwing her out of 
an open window into a snow 
bank. Kidd caught her breath, 
but when she spoke she voiced 
a harsh, stuttering sound. The 
speech impediment remains to 
this day, she said.

After graduating from 
Heathsville High School in 
1947, she pursued her child-
hood dream of becoming a 
nurse by applying to a regis-
tered nursing school in Rich-
mond. The application required 
Kidd to divulge any handicaps 

so she honestly admitted her 
stuttering problem.

“My heart was broken. They 
said I couldn’t give info on a 
patient’s condition fast enough 
if I stuttered,” said Kidd.

Soon after, Kidd was 
accepted to Sheltering Arms 
Hospital in Richmond. The 
hospital worked to improve 
her speech and on November 
8, 1948, Kidd received her 
licensed practical nurse certifi-
cate.

After a few months’ work at 
Sheltering Arms, Kidd went 
on to work at the Crippled 
Children’s Hospital. Kidd then 
returned to Sheltering Arms 
where she met an Army ser-
geant, Kenneth Edward Kidd. 
They were married on August 
6, 1949.

His rank permitted his wife 
to travel with him, and an over-
seas stint provided the backdrop 
for another of Kidd’s freak 
accidents. While in Austria, 
the couple rode a cable car to 
Adolph Hitler’s tea house. It 
was a beautiful day with tem-
peratures in the 90s. About 
three quarters into the trip, 
however, the wind picked up 
and it began to snow, she said.

“The cable car started doing 
everything but turning upside 
down,” says Kidd.

Amid the rumbling and 
excitement, Kidd’s ears popped. 

Nevertheless, the couple 
reached their destination safely 
and enjoyed their tea. Upon 
leaving, Kidd asked her hus-
band if the tea had an odor 
because she hadn’t smelled a 
thing. 

“To this day I cannot smell a 
thing,” said Kidd.

After her husband’s death in 
Vietnam, she returned to Reed-
ville to work for her brother, 
Gene, as a nurse at Reedville 
Medical Center. Gene later 
built the Bay Harbor Medical 
Center in Burgess where Kidd 
earned her radiology license.

Kidd realized another call-
ing when her brother asked that 
the rescue squad be called for 
a patient. A station wagon with 
a stretcher came and took the 
patient to the hospital.

“This hit me like a ton of 
bricks that this was something 
I wanted to do as well, but I 
wasn’t quite ready,” said Kidd.

Kidd joined the Northum-
berland Rescue Squad on June 
9, 1969, after receiving First 
Aid, CPR, and driver training. 
Sometime later, after receiving 
EMT training, Kidd went on 
her first run to Norfolk Naval 
Hospital driving with no shield 
between her and the patient.

“Somehow...I’ll never know 
how...he relieved himself. The 
back of my head and shoulder 
had gotten soaked with urine!” 
says Kidd.

From then on, Kidd ran calls 
every Wednesday until August 
2009, when she required assis-
tance getting in the back of 
squad vehicles.

“I miss it. I listen to every 
call they get until they are back 
to the building safely,” says 
Kidd.

Currently, Kidd stays at home 
enjoying a quiet life making 
Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls.

“If I want, I put clothes on; or 
I might keep my pj’s on all day. 
My dolls can’t say, ‘Put your 
clothes on, Betty,’” said Kidd.

Community leader Warren 
Keyser has been selected 

to serve as grand marshal of the  
annual Independence Day Celebra-
tion Weekend parade at 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 7, in Reedville.

“It is  truly an honor and a privi-
lege for me to serve as the grand 
marshal,” he said.

“It seems like just yesterday I was 
joining the Fairfields Volunteer Fire 
Department,” he said.

 Actually, it was almost 50 years 
and he is still an active member, 
answering calls and serving as 
chaplain, registered agent, and on 
the board of directors. There aren’t 
many positions he hasn’t held over 
the years, including chief, said 
Keyser. 

Born and raised in Northumber-
land County, he attended Northum-
berland High School and was in the 
first graduating class to complete 

12 years. Until then there was no 
eighth-grade.

He says he never liked school, 
so he thought they added it just so 
he would have to go an extra year. 
There was no football back then, 
so he played baseball, ran track, 
and competed in the running broad 
jump. In his senior year he took first 
place in the state for broad jump. 
He says his wife now wears the 
medal he won on a bracelet. 

Keyser and his wife, the former 
Frances Burgess, were married 51 
years ago. They have three children, 
Phillip, Anita Bost and Greg; and 
four grandchildren, Nathan, Patrick, 
Halle and Kelsey, that they are very 
proud of, he said.

A professional land surveyor 
by trade, he says his wife thought 
when he went to work for Charles 
Tomlin surveying 52 years ago they 
would probably starve. She asked 

how much land is there to survey in 
the Northern Neck. Little did she 
know, at the time, how many times 
the same land would be surveyed, 
re-surveyed, and divided. The sur-
veying worked out very well and 
they didn’t starve. 

The surveying business eventu-
ally became Tomlin and Keyser 
Land Surveyors. Keyser is now 
retired.  

Since Keyser was always inter-
ested in sports, when his two boys 
came along and reached Little 
League age, he coached the Sylvia 
Motor Co. Little League team in 
Kilmarnock for years. When his 
boys grew up and he graduated 
from Little League coaching, he 
became an umpire, said Keyser.

He also is an active member of 
Fairport Baptist Church and serves 
as a trustee, chairman of the board 
of deacons, sings in the choir, and 
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Independence Day was on Wednesday this year and a mid-week holiday gives citizens an opportunity to 
stretch the celebration an entire week. Folks gathered for parades, family reunions, cookouts, fireworks 
and good ol’ American patriotism beginning last weekend. On Monday, hundreds gathered on the 
Irvington Commons for the 22nd annual Heritage of America Band concert featuring the Air Force 
Band from Langley (above). The concert was sponsored by the Village Improvement Association. The 
fanfare continued in Irvington Wednesday with the Fourth of July Hometown Parade. This weekend the 
celebration moves to Reedville. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Annual patriotic concert opens Irvington celebration

LANCASTER—While other counties are raising taxes on home owners, 
Lancaster residents will be getting a small tax break. Supervisors on Thurs-
day voted 3-2 to reduce the real estate property tax rate.

The rate was reduced one cent to $0.39 per $100 of assessed value, which 
will reduce county revenue by an estimated $300,000. Taxes on personal 
property remain unchanged. 

By a 3-2 vote, supervisors also trimmed $242,244 from the school budget, 
allocating an even $15 million for Lancaster public schools. 

The county’s $27.5 million operating budget took affect July 1.
Real estate tax rate drops a penny

During the public hearing over the tax levy, George Bott said the county’s 
fund balance of $3.9 million is the equivalent of a citizen saving 15% of their 
pay each year—an amount he said is highly unlikely at most salary levels. 
He suggested a two cent reduction off the current rate of $0.40 per $100 of 
assessed value.

“Just think about what the reaction in Northumberland County would be,” 
said Bott, a retiree and former recipient of the federal government’s Hammer 
Head Award for saving $11 billion as a Department of Defense financial 
administrator. 

Another retiree, Charlie Costello, argued to maintain the reserve at the cur-
rent level for “any future unforeseen emergencies.”

Lancaster cuts tax 
rate & school funds;
adopts $27.5 million 
operating budget

by Audrey Thomasson

Keyser named grand marshal for Reedville parade

Warren Keyser

REEDVILLE—The Reed-
ville Independence Day Cel-
ebration Weekend opens with 
a fireworks extravaganza, vis-
ible over Cockrell’s Creek, at 
9 p.m. Friday, July 6.

The Fairfields Volunteer 
Fire Department Fireworks 
Cruise will be held from 7 
to 10 p.m. aboard the Chesa-
peake Breeze. The $30 fee per 
person includes finger foods, 
soft drinks and adult bever-
ages. Tickets are available 
from any FVFD member.

On Saturday, July 7, activi-
ties begin at 8 a.m. with a 
Firecracker 5K. Registration 
starts at 6:45 a.m. at Festival 
Halle. For more information, 
visit reedvillerun.org. 

Children’s events begin at 
10:30 a.m. at the Reedville 
Fishermen’s Musuem and 
include old-fashioned games, 
a fire truck hose down, tattoos 
and face painting, kid’s pie-
eating contest and a build-a-
boat workshop. 

An artists’ arena and craft 
fair will be held on the grounds 
at Bethany United Methodist 
Church from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
There also will be a boat dis-
play at the museum pier.

The weekend celebration 
concludes Sunday, July 8, 
with a patriotic music per-
formance at 3 p.m. at Festival 
Halle.

Betty Kidd to be honored as Miss Rescue Squad

Betty Kidd

Weekend
celebration

represents the church on the execu-
tive committee of the Rappahannock 
Baptist Association. He also serves 
as a trustee on the Kirkland Grove 
Committee of the Rappahannock 
Association.  

For many years he line danced 
with the New Edition Line Dancers, 
and says he has many fond memo-
ries of their participation in the 4th 
of July parades in Reedville. He still 
enjoys line dancing. In the winter 
months, when he and his wife are 
in Ft. Myers, Fla., he dances with a 
group at the Upriver RV Resort. 

 Keyser thanked Danny Haynie 
and all those involved in the Reed-
ville 4th of July Parade for inviting 
him to serve as the grand marshal 
this year.

LANCASTER CUTS, continued on page A2
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“Last year we kept the same amount, not 
knowing what was going to happen,” he said.

District 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins reported 
a preview of ongoing reassessments shows a 
30% reduction in property values. “...but it’s 
no excuse to put it to taxpayers this year,” he 
said. Jenkins introduced a motion to reduce the 
rate by two cents.

“The fund balance is already reduced by one 
cent” for the additional funding of the rescue 
squad, argued District 2 supervisor Ernest 
Palin. 

He was referring to the expected hiring of 
additional paid rescue professionals for the 
evening hours. The costs could tap into the 
fund balance. Palin said changes to the state 
retirement funding will further reduce the 
fund. “I don’t want to get into a situation of 
having to raise taxes or cut services,” he said.

“We have $4 million sitting idle because 
this county has been fiscally managed well 
by supervisors and (assistant county admin-
istrator) Jack Larson,” Jenkins replied. “It’s 
not morally right to keep people’s money in a 
trough just for comfort.”

“We don’t know the unknown,” Palin 
replied. “If things happen, it could be drastic 
down the road.”

Jenkins noted that in his 19 years as a super-
visor, “...none of those circumstances ever 
came up.”

“No, but when asked, we could take care of 
needs,” Palin replied.

“Our fund balance has increased every year 
for the past five or six years,” said Jenkins.

County records indicate over the past decade 
the fund balance has been as low as $500,000 
when the technology bubble burst and climbed 
to $2 million when the economy improved. 
During Larson’s fiscal management, the bal-
ance jumped up to $3.5 million and continued 
its growth to $3.9 million while the economy 
continued to flounder.

District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows sided 
with Jenkins. “I think it is prudent to keep 
money in peoples’ pockets.”

Palin argued the tax rate is going to increase 
next year to cover the lost revenue when lower 
reassessments kick in. He suggested a reduc-
tion now would only “jack up taxes more” next 
year. 

District 4 supervisor William Lee agreed.
Jenkins said he thinks taxpayers are savvy 

enough to understand the process of adjusting 
for the loss of tax revenue on reassessments. 
He emphasized a reduction was the right thing 
to do at this time.

However, he lost the vote when only Chair-
man Wally Beauchamp, District 5, supported a 
two-cent reduction. 

Palin’s motion to keep the tax rate at the 
current $0.40 per $100 of assessed value also 
failed. 

Lee was the only member to stand with 
Palin. “I know we got this reserve, but things 
can happen,” he explained after the meeting.

Bellows suggested a compromise and made 
a motion for a one-cent reduction. His switch 
allowed the motion to pass over the objections 
of Palin and Lee. 
School budget trimmed

A simmering dispute over the 2013 school 
budget, which took effect July 1, boiled over 
when Jenkins made a surprise motion to amend 
the approved school budget of $15,242,244, 
reducing it to $15 million, a figure which 
is approximately $57,000 below the 2012 
budget.

Palin was vehement in his objection, saying 
it wasn’t right to hold another vote after the 
budget was previously approved and without 
school officials present to defend the budget.

“This isn’t right. It’s not the way to do busi-
ness,” Palin kept saying. 

However, the motion passed 3-2. Beau-
champ supported the vote while Palin and Lee 
stood together in their objection.

Again, Bellows became the pivotal voter 
when he switched sides to support a reduc-
tion. Just three weeks ago he voted for the full 
amount. 

“We need to make sure there are efficiencies 
at the schools and make sure management is 
doing their jobs,” Bellows said after the meet-
ing in explaining his shift in position. 

Bellows and Palin are both employed in the 
Lancaster school system. 

After last week’s meeting, Lee said he voted 
against reducing funding to schools because it 
wasn’t right to change the budget without par-
ticipation from the school district.   

When contacted, school board chairman 
Patrick McCranie was surprised to learn of the 
budget change.

“I’m not going to criticize the board of 
supervisors,” he said. “We’ll have to adapt and 
live within the budget...make cuts if we have 
to—but not in the classroom.”

McCranie voted against the school budget 
because he felt too many teachers were being 
cut.

“I believe there are things we can do to 
run our schools more efficiently,” said school 
board member Bob Smart, who also voted 
against the budget.

“I’ll let the superintendent speak to that,” 
said school board member Alexander Fleet, an 
advocate of the budget. 

Superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich did not 
return phone calls.

Council members are officially sworn in
Recently elected Kilmarnock Town Council members, from left, Mae Umphlett, 
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn and Howard Straughan were sworn in on July 2, 2012, by acting 
town clerk Cindy Balderson. Each will serve until June 30, 2016. Their first meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. July 16 in the town hall.

Lancaster cuts
continued from page A1

H E A T H S V I L L E —
After two advertisements 
resulted in only one bid 
to provide drivers’ educa-
tion services in the school 
system, the Northumber-

Northumberland school board
accepts drivers’ education bid

by Shannon Rice land school board decided 
Friday to accept the only 
offer they received.

The service provider, 
Richard DeVivi of Reed-
ville, will charge $300 per 
student for drivers’ edu-
cation. DeVivi, a former 
driver’s ed teacher and 
coach, recently retired 
from Northumberland 
County schools after 18 
years.

“I think $300 is a good 
price. I move that we 
accept the bid and have 
the board of education 
offset the charge by $150,” 
said school board member 
Dick Saxer.

Chairman Betty Christo-
pher seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously 
approved in a 5-0 vote.

The school system will 
provide a vehicle and 
insurance for the driver 
training program.

In matters related to 
closing out the fiscal 
year, the board voted to 
transfer $420,452.85 from 
the instruction category 
and $37,075.91 from the 
facilities category to the 
admin i s t r a t ion /hea l th , 
transportation, operation/
maintenance, debt service 
and technology budget 
categories.

Balances in those cat-
egories were: Instruc-
tion: $492,192.89; 
Adminis t ra t ion/heal th : 
-$29,206.64; Transpor-
tation: -$154,584.66; 
Operation/maintenance: 
-$129,195.74; Facilities: 
$37,075.91; Debt service: 
-$14,742.28; and Technol-
ogy: -$129,799.44.

The transfer will bal-
ance out the negative cate-
gories and the end-of-year 
school budget balance is 
$71,740.04.

“$420,452.85 we have 
left in instruction? That’s 
a heck of a lot of money 
left over,” said Saxer.

 Finance officer Donna 
Booth said 95.54% of the 
instruction appropriations 
have been used. She said 

 Election officers
The Virginia State Board 

of Elections recently 
announced a new web-
based form that citizens can 
use to sign up as Officers of 
Election to serve in county 
precincts.  The link is http://
www.sbe.virginia.gov/offi-
cers.

The Northumberland 
County Electoral Board is 
seeking indivduals who are 
interested in becoming offi-
cers of election, said regis-
trar Kathy Goddard.

NEWS 
BREAK

salaries for June, July and 
August are not factored 
into the balance as they 
are accrued.

Saxer said he was 
advised later that the 
large amount remaining 
in the instruction cate-
gory was “due to changes 
that had been made during 
the year; letting people 
go, not replacing them 
or hiring people at lower 
salaries.”

In regards to the board 
of supervisors reduc-
ing the school budget by 
$200,000, acting super-
intendent Dale Wittler 
presented the board some 
options for reducing 
expenditures.

Because the regional 
special education fig-
ures came in lower than 
expected and some of 
the insurance services 
were prepaid, Wittler said 
regional special educa-
tion payments would be 
reduced by $32,864 and 
insurance by $77,139.

Other options for reduc-
tions include a $10,000 cut 
in facilities and a $83,299 
cut in gasoline, heat and 
electrical expenses.

“We started work on the 
budget in February and 
March when fuel expenses 
were going up. Now 
they’re coming back down 
so I think we can reduce 
our fuel expenses. The 
county is doing the same,” 
said Wittler.

The budget approved by 
both the board of supervi-
sors and school board now 
totals $15,453,781.

Saxer extended his apol-
ogies to school employ-
ees for not being able 
to grant them a true pay 
raise this year, other than 
the increase provided to 
compensate for higher 
employee contributions 
to the Virginia Retirement 
System.

In an effort to show 
employee appreciation, 
board member Dean 
Sumner moved to increase 
employee personal days to 
three days instead of two.

“I think we can grant 
you that in lieu of a raise,” 
said Sumner.

The school calendar 
was changed to corre-
late with the Northern 
Neck Regional Vocational 
Center schedule. School 
will now be in session on 
December 20.

Saxer made the motion 
which was seconded by 
Sumner.

Christopher was the only 
member to vote in opposi-
tion, saying, “I think it 
should stay as is. They 
need that day off before 
the holiday.”

The school board will 
hold its next regular meet-
ing July 9 at 6 p.m.

FREDERICKSBURG—
Construction will begin 
Monday, July 9, to replace a 
bridge superstructure over 
Brown’s Creek on Devil’s 
Bottom Road in Lancaster.

 The bridge will be closed to 
all traffic during construction, 
which is expected to conclude 
in mid-August, according to 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation.

 Signs have been posted 
along a detour route to guide 
motorists. Barricades will be 
installed at both ends of the 
bridge July 9 to prevent traf-
fic from crossing during the 
construction phase.

VDOT recommends motor-
ists use Mary Ball Road and 
Merry Point Road as detour 
routes during construction.

 The bridge over Brown’s 

Creek was built in 1972. It 
carries an average of 346 
vehicles a day, according to a 
2008 VDOT traffic count.

 State forces are performing 
the construction work, which 
is estimated to cost $427,300.

Workers will replace a 
40-year-old steel beam and 
timber bridge deck, as well 
as address settlement on the 
bridge approaches.

Detours are recommended while 
Devil’s Bottom Bridge is replaced
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YARD SALE!
Saturday, July 7th

7am ‘til Noon
Bethel-Emmanuel United Methodist Men’s Building

Rt. 201 South in Lively, VA

Furniture, appliances, electronics, household items, tools, 
sporting goods, linens, pictures, books, bicycles, CDs, 

old records, collector items, food, baked goods
and much more . . .

Proceeds are shared with youth programs, local charities,
volunteer services, churches & the needy. 

“Making Memories since 1969”“Making Memories since 1969”

How Much Are You Worth?
Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?

Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist

By Appointment
Thursday, July 12, 2012

10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS

The Shoppe at Ordinary
Antiques

We Buy & Sell
Accessories, Collectibles, Coins, Jewelry, Gold, 

Silver, Civil War Relics, Estates-Whole or Partial,
Militaria, Antique Guns, Swords, Old Toys & More

804-684-5214 or 804-832-7119
3872 A George Washington Memorial Hwy., Hayes, VA

LEARN TO SAIL

Hubbard Insurance Agency, Inc.
Since 1928

 Auto
 Home

 Business
 Marine

30 N. Main Street  Kilmarnock    (804) 435-1144

Adding to the heat
Volunteer fire fighters with the Callao and Cople District departments last Thursday 
contained this field fire to some 1.5 acres. The field at Mundy Point and Hampton Hall 
roads belongs to Len and Gail Oren. The fire may have ignited from a cigarette butt 
tossed from a passing car, fire fighters said. 

LANCASTER—Murder 
charges against a man 
accused of the July 2011 
stabbing death of Joseph 
Maurice Waller were cer-
tif ied last week to a grand 
jury by Lancaster Gen-
eral District Court Judge 
Gordon Wilkins.

Karlide Anthony Hard-
ing Jr., 21, of Gunther 
Lane in Weems is charged 
with second degree murder 
in Waller’s death and the 
attempted abduction of 
Marvell Rice and felony 
vandalism to his personal 
property.

Police said Waller’s body 
was found in a yard along 
Irvington Road, across the 
street from a home where 
he had attended a party 
the night before.

Harding’s Richmond 
attorney, Brent Jackson, 
asked the judge to strike 
the charges because he 
said the prosecution did 
not show proof of malice 
and that, at best, the death 
was manslaughter since 
the victim was pushed 
into Harding’s knife by 
someone else. Addition-
ally, he argued the charge 
of abduction should be 
lowered to assault since 
it was more of a “tussel” 
between the two men. 

Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney Ryan 
Mehaffey replied that 
Harding made a statement 
to deputies that he inflicted 
the mortal wound, and the 

Smith Point Sea 
Rescue board member 
and Capt. Andy Kauders 
reported crews responded to 
five calls in June.
Assistance calls 

June 12: A 37-foot 
sailboat without power 
dragged anchor in 25 to 30 
mph wind against a dock in 
Cockrell’s Creek. The boat 
was towed to the travel lift 
at Jennings Boatyard. Time 
on call, ¾ hour.

June 17: A 26-foot sail-
boat with two aboard lost 
its engine at the entrance to 
the Coan River. When crews 
arrived on scene, they found 
the engine bracket had come 
apart and the engine went to 
the bottom. The boat was 
towed to Lewisetta. Time on 
call, 2 ¼ hours.

 A 24-foot center con-
sole with two aboard in the 
Yecomico River reported 
a dead battery.  Crews pro-
vided a jump start and 
returned it to dock. Time on 
call, ½ hour.

June 19: A 27-foot cabin 
cruiser was beached stern 
first just north of the jetty 
at the mouth of the Little 
Wicomico.  It was towed to 
deep water and suffered no 
damage. Time on call, 1 ¾ 
hour.

June 27: A 38-foot 
Morgan sailboat with 10 
aboard (eight Boy Scouts 
and two adults) traveling 
with two other similar size 
boats and crews enroute 
from northern Virginia to 
Virginia Beach ran hard 
aground in Dameron Marsh 
off of the Great Wicomico 
River. A Sea Rescue 
member in his own boat fer-
ried a line to the grounded 
boat and crews towed the 
boat to deep water. Time on 
call, 1 hour.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
can be reached on channel 
16 or by calling 911. Rescue 
I and Rescue II are based on 
the Great Wicomico River 
and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off of the Yeocomico 
River.

WHITE STONE—The 
town council will review 
monthly financials, receive 
an update on vehicle tag 
sales and hear committee 
reports on Thursday, July 
5. The meeting will begin 
at 7 p.m.

Council also will hear 
staff reports from the town 
manager and police chief.

L OT T S B U R G — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, July 9, at 2172 
Northumberland Highway 
in Lottsburg.

The board will dis-
cuss reductions to the 
2012-2013 budget.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. Thursday, July 12, in 
the courts building at 39 
Judicial Place in Heaths-
ville.

Public hearings will 
address requests from:

construct a private storage 
building that will be the 
primary structure on prop-
erty near the intersection 
of Greenfield Road and 
Northumberland High-
way.

and Timothy Moore for a 
commercial aquaculture 
operation (rearing and 
harvesting of oysters) in 
a man-made basin off the 
Coan River near Walnut 
Point.

The board also will con-
duct hearings on amend-
ments to the county code 
regarding concealed weap-
ons permits and public 
dance hall permits.

Special recognition
The Northern Neck Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) program recently recognized three outgoing 
board members. From left are Karen Sciacchitano, Joann 
Blellock and William Hubbard. The CASA advocates for 
the best interests of children involved in the juvenile 
and domestic relations court process. To volunteer, call 
462-0881.

Judge certifies murder charges
against Harding to grand jury

by Audrey Thomasson

The Agenda
Local Government News

SMITH 
POINT

SEA 
RESCUE
REPORT

SUBSCRIBE
435-1701

What’s happening around town?
www.RRecord.com

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Troy ext.  15

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

STARTING PRICE $47.00 SQ. FT.
FREE SINK WITH TOPS 35 SQ. FT. min.

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

Wide Variety of  Color Options Now Available
ALSO AVAILABLE CORIAN AND QUARTZ PRODUCTS

White Stone
jimscabinets@kaballero.com

Call 804.435.2061

SALE

CJC

autopsy showed defen-
sive stab wounds on the 
victim’s hands, arms and 
neck. 

“Was there malice of 
forethought in the defen-
dant’s mind?” asked 
Mehaffey. “The court can 
infer malice just from 
(the defendant’s) use of a 
deadly weapon.” 

He said the attempted 
abduction could be proved 
just from Harding telling 
Rice during the incident 
that Rice “wasn’t going 
anywhere” and then lung-
ing to take the keys from 
his car.

Judge Wilkins agreed 
the autopsy report was 
enough evidence to cer-
tify the murder charge and 
by trying to take the keys, 
Harding “...was trying to 
deprive Rice of his liberty 
to go anywhere.” 

In certifying the charges 
to the grand jury, Judge 
Wilkins emphasized it was 
a preliminary hearing that 
did not require the same 
level of proof required at 
trial. A trial date will be 
set July 27.

Harding remains in cus-
tody in Lancaster County 
Jail.
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Dear Valued Advertiser,Th ank you for using the Record to reach and 
attract your best customers and prospects to your 
business. You may be encouraged to know the lat-
est industry research shows 86% percent of adults 
over the age of 18 read a community newspaper 
every week, 75% percent of those read most or all 
of their paper.
To thank you for your business, we are off ering 

you an opportunity to buy a full page of advertis-
ing for 50% percent off  our regular open rate.

Fred Gaskins
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Ads
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Reach over 18,000
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F.D. Crockett receives landmark status
On June 21, the F.D. Crockett (above) received Virginia State Landmark status and will soon be considered for the 
list of National Register of Historical Places in America.  The log-bottomed buyboat is the fl agship of the Deltaville 
Maritime Museum fl eet. The hull of the F.D. Crockett is built from seven large logs. The hull was completed in 1924 in 
Poquoson by log canoe builder Alexander Gaines. Some 60 feet long, the boat was built specifi cally to accommodate 
an internal combustion engine. John England and an all-volunteer crew restored it to original working condition and 
confi guration. David Maron spearheaded the designation process for the museum. 

HEATHSVILLE—The 
annual meeting of the Nor-
thumberland Red Cross was 
held June 25 at The Water-
men’s Restaurant in Heaths-
ville. Prior to the start of the 
meeting, guests enjoyed hors 
d’oeuvres and drinks.

Board chairman Chris 
Mills opened the meeting 
with a welcome, reported 
Joan Kroll.

New board members Alf 
Braxton, Charlie Franck, 
Marlene Jackson and Carl 
Wigginton were nominated 
and accepted. Jim Groff 
will return to the board for 
a third, three-year term, said 
Kroll. Nominations for the 
executive Board for 2013 
were made. Marlene Howard 
will serve as chairman; Chris 
Mills, vice chairman; and 
Kroll, secretary.  

Executive director Shirley 
Grant spoke about the annual 
Heroes Campaign and hon-
ored board member Eleanor 
Morris and Afton United 
Methodist Church whose 
fundraising efforts reached 
the $1,000 goal, she said. 
Various supporters raising 
less than $1,000 also were 
recognized.

Cristian Shirilla of the 
Northumberland Family 
YMCA did a presentation 
on the “School to Pool” 

Advanced Cosmetic, General and Implant Dentistry

(804) 758-1103
W E L C O M I N G  N E W  P A T I E N T S

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCES

Smile! It’s Summertime!

Northumberland Red Cross 
organizes for coming year

From left are executive director Shirley Grant and vice 
chairman Chris Mills.

partnership program with 
the Northumberland Red 
Cross to give swim lessons 
at the YMCA pool to sec-
ond-graders in the county 
school district.

Rep. Rob Whitman 
acknowledged the good 
work of the Red Cross in the 
community.

Bea Jones told her “Red 
Cross story” focusing on the 
genuine caring attitude of the 
chapter’s disaster volunteers 
after her home was lost to a 
fi re.  

Lance Barton of the North-

ern Neck Food Bank spoke 
briefl y on the organization’s 
work in the community.

Eleanor Morris, who has 
been with the chapter 40 

years, recalled the time when 
the chapter was re-organized 
with the help of Warren 
Stansbury.

Recognition awards were 
announced for volunteers 
in blood services, followed 
by other volunteer service 
awards, and Good Neigh-
bor Awards for volunteers 
who served the community 
during Hurricane Irene. 
Kitty Creeth received the 
Volunteer of the Year award 
for her service as blood ser-
vices coordinator.

Following the meeting, 
guests enjoyed cake and 
coffee, celebrating the chap-
ter’s 95th anniversary.

For information on volun-
teering or classes, contact the 
chapter offi ce at 580-4933, 
or visit the offi ce at 6348 
Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville, from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Mondays through Fri-
days.

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com
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K I L M A R N O C K —
Northern Neck Rotary Club 
president Ken Knull recently 
announced that the club’s 
Community Service Award 
recipient for 2012 is Marga-
ret Nost, regional director of 
philanthropic services for The 
Community Foundation.

Nost is recognized for her 
“service above self ” dedica-
tion to management services 
offered by the Community 
Foundation in the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula.  
The official presentation will 
be made at the 2012 CAP-
INNÉ dinner and comedy 
show July 21 at Festival Halle 
in Reedville.

Nost grew up in Midloth-
ian in Chesterfield County, 
which she says was still rural, 
the daughter of a family phy-
sician. Her husband, Eric, is 
from Annapolis, Md.

After graduation from Ran-
dolph-Macon Woman’s Col-
lege, Nost began her career 
at Crestar Financial Corpora-
tion in Richmond. Her par-
ents had retired and moved 
to this area so they began to 
visit frequently on weekends 
and fell in love with the place. 
She said she didn’t want her 
kids to grow up in an urban 
environment hanging out in 
shopping centers.

Eric Nost had the opportu-
nity to open the investments 
division at the Citizens & 
Farmers Bank in West Point. 
With the need to relocate 
east of Richmond, the Nosts 
decided they could make 
it work from the Northern 
Neck.  

Nost, still working at Sun 
Trust Bank in Richmond, 
decided that the long com-
mute was not working so 
she gave up her position and 
became involved at Chesa-
peake Academy where her 
children were enrolled. 
When the Academy needed 
a director of development, 
Nost applied and became an 
involved fully in the life of 
the Northern Neck.

Although she has not been 
able to get her salary back to 
the level of what it had been 
before the move, the transi-
tion has been well worth the 
change, she said.  She found 
here many of the values and 
lifestyle of her youth in a 
rural, safe environment.

Through her role in meeting 
many people in the area and at 
a time when she was looking 
to make another change in 
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KILMARNOCK—The 77th annual Kil-
marnock Volunteer Fire Department Fire-
men’s Festival raffle grand prize will be a 
2012 Ford Mustang.

The annual “carnival” will be held from 
7 to 10 p.m. July 26 through August 4 
(except Sunday) off Waverly Avenue in 
Kilmarnock, said carnival president and 
KVFD member Johnny Smith. In addition 
to the annual raffle, there will be games, 
rides and food nightly.

The drawing for the car will be held the 
final night of the carnival, said Smith,

Medlin Ford of West Point helped the 
KVFD acquire the car, said Medlin sales 
manager Robbie Crowther of Kilmarnock.

Tickets are $10 each. Tickets are avail-
able from KVFD members, at Medlin Ford, 
at Noblett Appliance & Propane in Kilmar-
nocok, at various community events during 
July and at the carnival as supplies last, 
said Smith.

Pass the gavel
 The Kilmarnock-Irvington-White Stone Rotary Club recently held a Pass the Gavel 
Party at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club. Rotary District Lt. Governor Dr. P.J. 
Maddox swore in the new club and foundation officers. From left are vice president 
Dennis Burchill, community chairman Richard Cutler, vocational chairman Tom Decker, 
immediate past president Bill Cronheim, membership chairman Peter Kane, Dr. P.J. 
Maddox, president Wayne Penick, co-sergeant at arms Edd Young, co-sergeant at arms 
Jodie Hoffman, international service co-chairman Gary Ellis, foundation endowment 
chairman Gene Rackel and international service co-chairman Bill Ehlman

From left, Robbie Crowther and Johnny Smith display the grand prize for the 77th 
annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Firemen’s Festival raffle.

Raffle grand prize winner could
drive away in a new Ford mustang

Northern Neck Rotary Club announces
2012 community service award recipient

Margaret Nost

GOT THE  I T C H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com(Reprints from the July 5, 

1912 issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)
White Stone

Lloyd Dunton, of New York, 
is spending his vacation at his 
parental home near here.

Mesdames J. C. Sanders 
and J. T. France, of Newland, 
recently visited the formerís 
daughter, Mrs. E. F Hutchin-
son, near here.
Ottoman

Mrs. Geo. H. Steuart, of 
this place, who has been in 
Baltimore for two weeks, was 
operated on Tuesday by Dr. 
Mason Handling, at the Mary-
land  University hospital. Mrs. 
Steuart has suffered for some 
time from a toxins infection 
which was secondary to a 
catarrhal appendix.

Mrs. Nepolean Wingate, of 
near this place, is also in the 
same hospital for treatment by 
Prof. Hendley. We wish them 
both speedy recovery.   
Irvington

Robert Mitchell, of Tampa, 
Fla.,is visiting his brother, E. 
S. Mitchell.

A. P. Rowe, of Fredericks-
burg, is here with his family 
for a few days.

Miss Ruth Messick left last 
week for Fredericksburg to 
attend the summer normal.

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Horton 
arrived Sunday night to take 
up their abode here.

Reed Schuyler, of steamer 
Lancaster, stopped off Wednes-
day to spend the fourth here.

G. E. Sherman, of Urbanna, 
is putting down cement  walks 
for W. W. Allison and others 
here.

Miss Bonnie Callis has 
returned from an extended 
stay in Baltimore, Washington 
and Pennsylvania.
Ocran

Miss Nina Bellows left Sat-
urday for a monthís visit to a 
schoolmate at Lawrenceville, 
N. C.

As usual on such occa-
sion, a large crowd assembled 
at ìBristers,î the home of E. 
Bruce Squires, on the eve-
ning of June 30th, to hav tea 
together.
Fleet’s Bay Neck

Misses Fanny Treakle, 
Estelle Cutler and Susie 
Coppedge left last Sunday 
night to attend the summer 
Normal in Fredericksburg.

John Crittenden, wife and 
wife’s mother and Thomas 
Crittenden, of Amburg, lower 
Middlesex county, came over 

YESTERYEAR
last Saturday afternoon to 
visit Mr. Crittenden’s sister 
and Mrs. H. A. Gaskins. They 
returned Sunday afternoon.

W. E. Coppedge is build-
ing a large dwelling near the 
site of the old building. W. T. 
Jones, of Irvington, is his car-
penter.

Farmers are busy threshing 
wheat and they report small 
yields this year.
Miskimon

Rev. R. T. Marsh preached 
at Corrottoman Baptist church 
Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Ashburn 
spent Thursday afternoon of 
last week with Rev. and Mrs. 
E. M. Ramsey at Alfonso.

Mr. and Mrs. I. L. Forrester 
visited at the ladyís parental 
home at Lively Sunday.

Several of this place 
attended childrenís day ser-
vice at Lebanon Sunday night. 
The exercises were good.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

her life, The River Counties 
Community Foundation was 
looking for a part-time direc-
tor. The scope and need of the 
foundation had grown to the 
point where an on-site person 
was needed to coordinate the 
mission here, said Nost.  

The River Counties Com-
munity Foundation operates as 
an affiliate of the Community 
Foundation, Serving Rich-
mond and Central Virginia 
headquartered in Richmond.

RCCF was founded in 1996 
to serve Lancaster, Middlesex 
and Northumberland counties 
with its own advisory board. 
Soon after her involvement 
with the original organization 
a need developed for profes-
sional staffing for Matthews 
and Gloucester, so Nost 
became a full-time resource 
for five counties.  

Asked how she manages to 
get it all done in a work week, 
Nost simply replies that it just 
means many miles on her car 
and she is thankful for the 
internet.

The foundation holds char-
itable gifts, large and small, 
pools them for investment 
and returns them to the com-
munity in the form of grants 
and scholarships. The Com-
munity Foundation partners 
with the Spider Management 
at the University of Rich-

mond to manage investment 
of funds trusted to their care.

A review of information 
regarding the foundation 
reveals a wide span of partici-
pants for a variety of chari-
table services and numerous 
options which organizations 
and individuals may utilize 
to fulfill their wishes. The 
list of participants in RCFF 
includes the Northern Neck 
Rotary Charitable Trust for 
the investment and adminis-
tration of the Northern Neck 
Rotary Scholarship Endow-
ment.  

The foundation’s fund has 
grown to $6 million in assets 
plus another $1.5 million in 
charitable trusts.  In 2011 it 
distributed over $280,000 in 
the area. Additional informa-
tion may be obtained at river-
countiescf.org, 438-9414, or 
mnost@tcrichmond.org. 

Nost insists the recogni-
tion from the Northern Neck 
Rotary is for the foundation, 
not her personally.

“This is not about me, there 
are loads of volunteers that do 
the job,” she said.

With 15 advisory board 
members in each county, a 
large amount of her time is 
spent in training new mem-
bers as memberships turns 
over. The club, on the other 
hand, recognizes that Nost 
has quickly become the icon 
of the foundation locally.

 She is the face of the orga-
nization going above and 
beyond the requirements of 
the job.

Nost serves on the Board of 
Visions, the advisory board of 
Northern Neck Connections, 
and the board of Chesapeake 
Academy. She is a member 
of Kilmarnock United Meth-
odist Church and says she 
enjoys anything that involves 
spending time with family 
and friends.

Savannah Joe’s
7:00 pm - 10:30 pm • $5 Cover

Soul Expressions
Friday, July 6

804-435-6000 • Kilmarnock

Beer & Barbeque 
& Rock n’Roll
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Last week our family made an overnight 
jaunt up to Baltimore. We stayed at 

the Inner Harbor, and once parked, went 
everywhere on foot. The setting is quite 
modern, as most of the historic waterfront 
received the mixed benefit of having been 
“redeveloped” in the 1950s and 1960s. In 
the process much was gained, but much 
also was lost. 

Perhaps the most notable loss was that 
of Ford’s Theater, a great structure that 
was the twin of Mr. Ford’s other venture 
in Washington, the site of Abraham Lin-
coln’s assassination. Its demolition was 
heralded as a sign of progress, but noth-
ing that has replaced it is as historically 
significant as it was.

The most imposing scene in the Inner 
Harbor is the vast wooden-hulled battle-
ship, the “Constellation.” For decades 
the city boasted that it was a Revolution-
ary War relic, but that argument found a 
staunch opponent in the late Howard I. 
Chapelle, the renowned naval architect. 
He closed his career as the Smithsonian 
Institution’s Maritime Curator where he 
constantly wrote and spoke against Bal-
timore’s claims. 

On several occasions while I was a 
graduate intern in Naval History at the 
Smithsonian, I had the opportunity to 
speak with the great authority himself, 

and hear his arguments. The subject pre-
occupied him, and in those days before 
dendrochronology and other scientific 
methods for dating wood, Chapelle had 
to base his claims on pure research and 
logic. 

In the end he won out and his views 
were confirmed by the scientific methods 
that came into practice much later. Today 
the city of Baltimore accepts the Chapelle 
thesis, and the ship is presented as being 
several decades newer than previously 
claimed.

Most of the new construction around the 
Inner Harbor is unattractive to my think-
ing. The concrete Convention Center is 
utterly garish, and the hotels are no better. 
Occasional 19th-century structures have 
survived, reworked into restaurants and 

shops, but in large measure the historic 
ambience has been lost.

We made a foray to one of the splendid 
newer attractions in the form of Oriole 
Park at Camden Yards, one of the finest 
products of urban renewal in America. 
Twenty years ago the Orioles moved from 
the less than architecturally memorable 
Memorial Stadium to a new venue in the 
heart of the downtown adjoining the Inner 
Harbor. A vast antique brick warehouse 
was reconfigured on one side, giving fans 
an historical vista as a backdrop to watch-
ing the games.

Unfortunately for the Os, the evening we 
were present witnessed a colossal trump-
ing by the Cleveland Indians, resulting in 
a 7 to 2 loss. Although the attendance was 
sparse, I was surprised by the hefty pres-
ence of Cleveland fans, especially around 
us. Personally, I enjoy watching fans as 
much as the game, and that night was 
typical with many of the attendees giving 
others of us a two-for-the-money show. 
A ball game seems to be an invitation for 
people to unwind, vent their thoughts, and 
provide constant entertainment. 

As all games do, this one began with the 
singing of the national anthem. Hearing 
the “Star-Spangled Banner” being sung 
less than three miles from where Fran-
cis Scott Key wrote it, under the trying 

circumstances of the battle, was truly a 
moving experience.

My good wife and I commented that 
major league teams lost the “locavore” 
panache that characterized them in years 
past. The players are not related to the 
cities where they perform, the last of such 
athletes having been Cal Ripken. Thus, 
local pride now resides in the wealth of 
the team owners who can pay the highest 
prices to get the best players, irrespective 
of where they live. On our night the stars 
of both the Orioles and the Indians were 
of foreign extraction.

A few blocks away from the Inner 
Harbor, Old Baltimore is more apparent. 
Mount Vernon Square with its Washing-
ton Monument and the recently restored 
Basilica of the Assumption, Benjamin 
Henry Latrobe’s greatest masterpiece, still 
give the impression of the city in its pre-
urban renewal days. The renovation of the 
Basilica cost $37 million, and every penny 
of it was well spent. The building has been 
taken back to its design as Latrobe envi-
sioned it over two centuries ago. Alone, it 
is worth a trip to Baltimore.

As my favorite poet, Ogden Nash, once 
wrote, a trip to Baltimore truly raises one’s 
spirits, and, I might add, puts America’s 
past in perspective. I always leave looking 
forward to our next trek there.

Most of the new construc-
tion around the Inner 
Harbor is unattractive to 
my thinking. The con-
crete Convention Center 
is utterly garish, and the 
hotels are no better. 

Focal Point

Bee magnet
Photo by by Laura Dent

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

A recent letter instanced the cost sav-
ings that can be made by systematically 
cracking down on the widespread fraud 
that inflates our health care costs. We 
surely hope that more of those who game 
the system can be identified, and made not 
only to pay back their fraudulent gains, 
but heavily penalized, too. 

How many other ways might costs be 
cut without harming patients? 

Prescription costs could speedily be cut 
by lifting the previous administration’s 
ban on the DHHS seeking competitive 
drug bids from foreign suppliers - even 
for the re-imported U.S.-made supplies. 

There is another, overall, potential 
source of savings. In any well-run busi-
ness, major expenditures are subjected 
to a rigorous cost/benefit analysis. This 
measures what you may expect to get 
against what you must pay for it. In health 
care, such analysis does more than curb 

overpayment, it leads to improved patient 
outcomes. Now a proven tool to ensure 
“more bang for the buck,” it is increas-
ingly used in the health care systems of 
other developed nations. But not here. 

In the fight over the provisions of the 
Affordable Care Act, Congress made sure 
to prohibit cost-effectiveness research in 
government programs, including Medi-
care and Medicaid. To rally support for 
the ban, the chosen battle cry was “death 
panels.” 

The ban was a truly Pyrrhic victory. The 
ultimate “benefit” of our existing system 
is that we Americans rank 23rd for lon-
gevity among advanced economies. By 
contrast, in many of those nations prac-
ticing cost/benefit health care analysis, 
patients apparently must benefit from it 
health-wise as well as cost-wise. 

Jerry Peill, 
Lancaster

More bang for health care bucks

Do you remember?
This 1947 postcard mailed from Chatham shows the “Main Street business section” of 
downtown Kilmarnock. At that time, the prominent business buildings, from left, are 
Bank of Lancaster, now American Standard Insurance; Rexall Drug Store, now Morgan 
Keegan and Les Kilduff attorneys; and Standard Motors, now partially used by Specials 
Wine Seller. The girls are not identified, noted Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

As the days get hotter, I know many 
folks in the  First District are spending 
their weekends close to water to beat 
the heat. At the same time, a lot of folks 
are working hard on the water each and 
every day, catching oysters and crabs 
and fish for their fellow Virginians 
to enjoy over meals with friends and 
family.

Whether it’s recreation or work that 
brings folks to the water this weekend, 
the Chesapeake Bay is what makes it 
possible.

 The bay is truly the heart of our 
region, providing a cultural and eco-
nomic backbone for Virginia’s First 
District. A great number of industries 
in our area depend on the bay, includ-
ing seafood, agriculture, tourism, and 
recreational and commercial f ishing. 
Thousands of jobs and billions of dol-
lars in revenue are dependent on the 
health and preservation of this historic 
body of water, but as you all know, the 
bay faces many significant ecological 
challenges. It is critical to clean up the 
bay by restoring water quality, protect-
ing critical habitat and restoring plant 
and animal life. The bay drives all sorts 
of economic, cultural, and recreational 
activities, and its restoration is a smart 
investment for the long term economic 
prosperity of all Virginians.

 One of my chief goals is to enhance 
bay cleanup efforts. I was last this week 
when my Chesapeake Bay Accountabil-
ity and Recovery Act (H.R. 258) passed 
the House of Representatives as part of 
a larger package called the Conserva-
tion and Economic Growth Act (H.R. 
2578). For years, the bay restoration 
process has been plagued by conflicting 
efforts from various entities as well as 
a lack of consistency in the goals and 
standards across the bay watershed. At 
the same time, without an independent 
evaluator to monitor the clean-up effort, 
it has been impossible to accurately 
gauge whether resources and labor are 
being used in the most effective way. 
My bay bill would enhance coordina-
tion, flexibility, and efficiency of resto-
ration efforts. Similar efforts have been 
used successfully in other conservation 

projects, such as in the Florida Ever-
glades and the Great Lakes, and their 
introduction into the bay effort would 
produce powerful results for a clean and 
healthy Chesapeake Bay.

My bill also would create a Chesa-
peake Bay Program Independent Evalu-
ator who would review the cleanup 
effort and report to Congress on the 
progress of restoration activities. An 
external evaluator is vital to ensure that 
efforts by one entity in the watershed 
are not canceling out the efforts of 
another, as we have seen in the past.

 My bill passed the House of Repre-
sentatives in 2009 by a vote of 418-1 
but was not introduced in the Senate 
before the end of the 111th Session of 
Congress. This time around, however, 
Sen. Warner and Sen. Webb have intro-
duced my bill in the Senate, and I am 
hopeful that it will be passed by the 
Senate and subsequently signed into 
law. Cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay 
and preserving it for use and enjoyment 
by future generations is one of my chief 
goals in Congress. Last year,

I co-founded the Congressional 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Caucus 
so members from the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed region would have a forum to 
discuss issues related to the bay and bay 
cleanup. Saving the Bay is a bipartisan 
goal that is shared by folks from all 
walks of life, and it is critical that we 
work together to protect and preserve 
this vital cultural and economic back-
bone of our region.

 I also was pleased this week as a 
renewable energy bill I authored passed 
through the House. The Advancing Off-
shore Wind Production Act (H.R. 2173) 
passed with support from both sides of 
the aisle as part of the Domestic Energy 
and Jobs Act (H.R. 4480) on June 21. 
This bill proposes to speed up the 
development of offshore wind energy 
resources off Virginia’s coast without 
compromising our natural resources.

Utilizing all sources of American 
energy is essential to reducing U.S. 
reliance on foreign oil and pursuing 
a responsible, comprehensive energy 
policy for our nation. 

In preparation for the Bicentennial of the 
Executive Mansion in 2013, Gov. and Mrs. 
Bob McDonnell recently hosted a family 
reunion for former first families and their 
descendants.

Former governors in attendance included 
George Allen, Gerald Baliles, Linwood 
Holton, Jim Gilmore and Doug Wilder. 
Additionally, Eddie Dalton Phillips was 
among the former first ladies attending the 
festivities.

Fourteen descendants of Virginia’s first 
governor, Patrick Henry, as well as six 

descendants of the Mansion’s first occu-
pant, James Barbour, also participated.

More than 270 attendees represented 39 
governors and provided items that symbol-
ized their family’s administration.  Family 
relics presented included portraits, paint-
ings, stamps, letters, wedding rings, a paint 
box, a framed Governor’s flag, and detailed 
family trees. 

These historical artifacts will be displayed 
as a part of the holiday décor this December 
and will continue to be showcased through-
out the bicentennial year.

From left are Jim Gilmore, Linwood Holton, Bob McDonnell, Gerald Baliles, Doug 
Wilder and George Allen.

McDonnells host former governors
and families at the Executive Mansion
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Made possible in part through contributions by our sponsors: 
Don Morton, Bank of Lancaster, Chesapeake Bank, EVB, The Richard Thompson Family, TriStar 
Grocery, Lamberth Building Materials, Paul Sciacchitano, WF Booth & Son, Inc., Andrew Pitts, 
Bobby’s Marine, Sonny & Joan Thomas, Hubbard Terry & Britt, PC, Hubbard Insurance, Co., 
Jett’s Marine, Northern Neck CocaCola Bottling Co., Rappahannock Hang-ups, Rappahannock 

Westminster-Canterbury, Rappahannock Yachts, Ken & Barbara Ravenna, Stuart & K.K. Painter, 
and Richard & Alice Slember.

HEN we build, let us think that 
we build forever. Let it not be for 

present delight nor for present use 
alone. Let it be such work as our de-
scendants will thank us for; and let us 
think, as we lay stone on stone, that a 
time is to come when those stones will 
be held sacred because our hands have 
touched them, and that men will say, as 
they look upon the labor and wrought 
substance of them, “See! This our father 
did for us.” –John Ruskin

W

“This is what we strive for.” 
Please let us serve you.

 Cres Saunders  804-435-6405
    804-436-6258

  CRESTON
  SAUNDERS 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 

people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle 
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should 
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to 
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form 
of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as 
to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Pru-
dence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not 
be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience 
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are suf-
ferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, 
and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which 
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history 
of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyr-
anny over these States.

To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for 
the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and press-
ing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should 
be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to 
them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large dis-
tricts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Repre-
sentation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to 
tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfort-
able, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole 
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with 
manly fi rmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to 
be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have 
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the 
mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convul-
sions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that 
purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to 
pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions 
of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to 
Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their 
offi ces, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offi ces, and sent hither swarms of 
Offi cers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the 
Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the 
Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their 
Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders 

which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefi ts of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Prov-

ince, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its 
Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fi t instrument for 
introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and 
altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested 
with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection 
and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and 
destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to 
compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with 
circumstances of Cruelty & perfi dy scarcely paralleled in the most barba-
rous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas 
to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their 
friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured 
to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, 
whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in 
the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only 
by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may defi ne a Tyrant, is unfi t to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have 
warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circum-
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their 
native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of 
our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably 
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to 
the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in 
the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold 
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in 
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the 
world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority 
of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That 
these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent 
States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and 
that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is 
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, 
they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, estab-
lish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent 
States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a fi rm 
reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Th e Declaration of Independence Fiction or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

As I am upstaged this 
week by the Declaration 
of Independence, the least 
you could do is read it 
from beginning to end.

Do like our forefathers 
did and take turns reading 
it aloud so even those who 
can’t read, or see, can still 
participate.

Read it with passion.
Read it like you mean it 

and you’ll hear the musket 
fi re, see the rockets’ red 
glare and the bombs burst-
ing in air. 

The celebration begins 
here.

Did you know that 
another wordsmith by the 
name of Mason, a patriot, 
by George, and a “Found-
ing Father,” had a lot to 
do with the Declaration, 
although he was not among 
those who signed it?

Some of the most 
famous lines in the Dec-
laration of Independence 
were inspired by Virginia’s 
Declaration of Rights writ-
ten by George Mason. 

The Virginia Declaration 
of Rights says, “all men 
are born equally free and 
independent.”

Thomas Jefferson, was 
a member of a committee 
of fi ve assigned the task of 
drafting the Declaration by 
the Continental Congress.

Considered the primary 
author of the Declaration, 
he volunteered to write the 
fi rst draft, with input from 
the others.

The Declaration of 
Independence says, “We 
hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are 
created equal.” 

Mason listed man’s “nat-
ural Rights” as “Enjoyment 
of Life and Liberty, with 
the Means of acquiring 
and possessing Property, 
and pursuing and obtaining 
Happiness and Safety.”

Jefferson listed man’s 
“inalienable rights” as 
“Life, Liberty, and the Pur-
suit of Happiness.”

Jefferson may have had 
some original ideas, but 
this is just so obviously not 

entirely his own, I couldn’t 
let it slide. 

The Virginia Declara-
tion of Rights predates the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

Jefferson, being a man 
of the times, a Virginian 
and a “Founding Father” 
and all, would certainly 
have had in his possession 
a copy of it. 

Of course there is that 
Mason connection.

Jefferson was one of  
seven from Virginia to sign 
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

Others included brothers 
Francis Lightfoot Lee and 
Richard Henry Lee from 
the Northern Neck.

Carter Braxton from 
over in King and Queen 
County, the grandson of 
Robert “King” Carter of 
Irvington, signed.

Benjamin Harrison from 
Berkeley, fi fth governor of 
Virginia, father of Presi-

dent William Henry Harri-
son and great-grandfather 
of President Benjamin 
Harrison, signed.

Thomas Nelson Jr. of 
Yorktown, fourth governor 
of Virginia, signed.

George Wythe of Wil-
liamsburg, Speaker of 
the Virginia House from 
1777 to 1778, Judge of the 
Chancery Court of Vir-
ginia from 1789 to 1806 
and the fi rst chair of law at 
the College of William and 
Mary, signed.

These were men of con-
viction. They weren’t just 
committed to the cause, 
their life depended on it.

They were rebels and 
considered traitors by the 
King of England. There 
was a reward for their cap-
ture. By signing the Dec-
laration of Independence, 
they pledged their life, 
their fortune, and their 
sacred honor to the cause 
of freedom.
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 50 EAST CHURCH
50 EAST CHURCH STREET

KILMARNOCK VA
804-435-8722

WE SPECIALIZE IN GOLD AND SILVER!!!!

We specialize in selling US coins 1795 to the present.
We buy buy all coins, silver and gold with free estimates and appraisals. 

We sell bulk 90% coins at spot melt.

If you want to know how to invest in physical gold and silver we will tell 
you how free of charge!!

CLEANING OUT?

Selling old jewelry at a yard sale?  Bring it by 50 East Church and have your items tested for precious 
metals today free of charge!

We buy gold, silver and platinum jewelry.  We test the items in front of you.  Have an old piece of 
jewelry that is not marked?  Bring it over to 50 East Church and we will test your gold, silver and dia-

monds free of charge!

The items in your garage and attic could be worth hundreds of dollars.  For over two 
years 50 East Church has been buying, selling and researching items that were found in 
homes that were thought to have little or no value and turned out to be near priceless!

DO YOU HAVE MILITARY ITEMS?
Militaria is a huge market these days.  Your items could be associated with major battles 
of the Civil War, WW1, WW2 and Vietnam.  Collectors pay big money for military items 
that you thought were low in value.  German, Russian, Japanese, and Italian war items 

continue to stay in demand.

NEED EXTRA CASH?
Bring in your unwanted gold, silver, platinum and diamonds and we will make an aggressive offer.  
50 East Church has continuously had the highest payout for gold, silver and platinum in the state.  

We do business right the first time so you will come see us again!!!!
                                        Just want an estimate?  NO PROBLEM WE LIKE FOR PEOPLE TO 

CHECK OUR PRICING!!!!!!

WHAT DO WE BUY?
Anything with a demand and value!!!

Old toys, cap guns, old movie posters, Civil War era bottles, tin toys, old army 
men, enameled signs, old tobacco signs, gasoline signs, autographs, baseballs 

with autographs, sports memorabilia, old neon signs, crocks, pocket knives, 
swords, 1898 and before guns, civil war and revolutionary war items, zippo 

lighters, gold, silver, platinum, diamonds, palladium and rhodium, ivory, silver 
plated items, sterling silver items, old ammunition, 

red riders, coins and 
medallions,  Native American artifacts, fossils, 

paintings, art, posters, motorcycle items, Harley 
Davidson, Indian motorcycle items, antique police 
or firefighter items, Third Reich items, Golden Age tv items, Roy Rogers 
items, Dale Evans items, Lone Ranger, Rifleman, Superman, Spiderman, 

old comic books (in good condition) military patches, 
pocket watches, anything weird!!!!!

If you are cleaning out this week and don’t want to make dinner,  see JIM at the

RIVER MARKET
in White Stone for Holiday Specials

NATURAL SMOKED ST. LOUIS RIBS 
$12.99/ RACK WITH SIGNATURE BBQ SAUCE        

GOT STEAK?

AGED NEW YORK STRIPS 
FILET MIGNON

RIBEYE

PULLED PORK BARBECUE AND ALL OF THE FIXINS, 
SALADS, DESSERTS, WINE AND BEER AND NATURAL CHARCOAL!!!!!!

NEED ANYTHING SPECIAL???  CALL JIM AT THE RIVER MARKET IN WHITE STONE

804-435-1725
OPEN 4TH OF JULY UNTIL 5 P.M.


