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Despite recent unfavorable weather conditions, some crops such as this one in Heathsville
have managed to thrive.
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Other crops, like this one in Callao, have fallen victim to extreme heat and lack of rain. The
two ﬁelds pictured here are only a few miles apart. Photos by Shannon Rice

Farmers face jigsaw of fair, forlorn corn
by Shannon Rice
KILMARNOCK—Anyone traveling Route
360 in Northumberland County will see the
effects extreme weather conditions have had
on local corn crops. Brown ﬁelds could point
to a lack of rain while greener crops further
down the road might suggest the opposite.
“As of June 30 we were 7.44 inches below
the long-term average for this location. That
is the driest ﬁrst six months of any year that I
have seen since I came to work here in 1999,”
said Bob Pitman, superintendent of the Eastern Virginia Agricultural Research and Extension Center.
Despite those startling ﬁgures, Pitman says
the distribution of rain has a bigger impact on
crops than the total amount. This explains why
corn crops in Callao, Lottsburg and Lewisetta
appear brown and burnt to a crisp while ﬁelds
in Heathsville and Burgess are much greener.

“The differences in crop appearance in
Lewisetta and Heathsville are not due to soil
differences, but mainly due to rainfall differences exacerbated by high temperatures,
which is typical of summer thunderstorms,”
said Pitman.
These rainfall differences were evident
June 22. Pitman said he received 1.5 inches of
rain at his home a few miles north of Kilmarnock. One of his staff members who lives in
Lara received 5 inches of rain from the same
storm system while only 0.02 inches fell in
Warsaw.
“This kind of rain pattern can make or
break corn crops only a few miles apart,” said
Pitman.
“We’ve been very lucky compared to a lot
of people,” said David Hudnall, who farms
land in Lancaster and Northumberland counties. Hudnall says he expects his corn yields
to be cut by 30% this season.

“The beans will do a lot though,” said Hudnall.
Making things worse is the extreme heat,
which increases evapotranspiration and
reduces the success rate for pollination of
corn in particular, he said. The most critical
time for corn is at tasseling and silking time
in late June to early July, when pollination of
the ear occurs. Hot, dry conditions dry out the
silks and reduce or kill viability of the pollen
that is shed from the tassels.
“Dry and hot are not favorite conditions for
pollination and can leave the crop with lots
of blanks on the cob, especially the ends,”
said Kelly Liddington, agriculture and natural
resources Extension agent.
Rainfall is needed after pollination to properly ﬁll out the kernels that are forming on the
cob, said Pitman.
The collection of 3.22 inches of rainfall at
the extension center in Warsaw over the last

eight days may have some wondering if the
crops might be salvaged.
“No,” said Liddington. “The rain has to
have been coming when it is needed to help
the stand accumulate and photosynthesize
food for the plant. Much of what we have now
is corn that was poorly pollinated that rain
won’t help.”
Pitman said corn crop recovery depends
on when tasseling and silking occurred in
that particular ﬁeld—before, during, or after
the extreme heat and dryness hit. The ﬁelds
that are burnt to a crisp will not be helped,
he said.
Hudnall, however is a bit more optimistic.
“Every little bit (of rain) helps produce
weight,” said Hudnall.
Pitman said most farmers carry crop insurance these days, so they need to be in contact
with their crop insurance agent if they have
a claim.

Council delays appointments pending advertising of upcoming vacancies
by Shannon Rice
KILMARNOCK—Although
appointments to ﬁll two expiring
terms on the planning commission
were on the agenda Monday, the Kilmarnock Town Council decided to
advertise the pending vacancies and
make the appointments later.
The expiring terms are currently
held by Jane Ludwig and Dave
Reedy.
Having signed up to speak during
the council’s public comment period,
Mayor Raymond Booth read a statement regarding the two expiring
terms.
“Failure to reappoint either or
both of these commissioners would
deprive our citizens of valuable
experience,” he said. “Their experience in years nearly triples the
public service of all of our council
members and in my opinion it should
be unthinkable not to reappoint these
two commissioners, one of which is
the sitting chairman for the Kilmarnock Planning Commission, for any
reason, especially one that may be
political,” said Booth.
He noted that morale is low on the
commission and said the commissioners are “tired of being labeled
chickens and told the council members are the roosters.” He said tensions between the council and commission because of the commission’s
exclusion from the capital improvement projects budget process, as
well as recent elections, need to be

set aside. Council can start mending
fences now, said Booth.
Council member Shawn Donahue
moved to reafﬁrm the two expiring
terms. Following the motion, vice
mayor William Smith said he had
concerns with the number of meetings the commission holds and its
inability to form a quorum.
“There seems to be something
going on. My concern is again, are
we doing what’s best for the town if
we are never opening up these positions and we just go along with the
status quo? I think we as a town
council should consider some type of
term limits on the planning commissioners of the future,” said Smith.
Donahue’s motion was not seconded.
Although only two terms are expiring, discussion quickly moved to
attendance and possible removal of
commissioner Travis Abbott, whose
term doesn’t expire until 2014.
Councilman Emmerson Gravatt
said that one commissioner had
missed three meetings in a row
and four meetings over the last 12
months. Gravatt asked if this was
grounds for dismissal. When town
attorney Paul Stamm conﬁrmed that
commissioners could be dismissed
for missing meetings, councilwoman
Rebecca Nunn said Abbott should be
removed.
“He obviously has no interest
in the planning commission,” said
Nunn.
After Booth declared that the dis-
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In a formal proclamation, the Kilmarnock Town Council on Monday
commended and congratulated Paul S. Jones on his 13 years of exemplary
service as a member of the council. Town manager Tom Saunders (left)
presents the proclamation to Jones.

cussion had strayed away from its
business, Nunn moved to postpone
the appointments until the August
meeting, following an advertisement. Smith seconded the motion
which was unanimously carried.
Nunn also suggested the administration and finance committee
discuss term limits as suggested by
Smith.
The decision to advertise available positions was also applied to a
seat on the board of zoning appeals
being vacated by the resignation of
Directory ................D5
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Howard Straughan.
After Nunn nominated Bob Willaby, Smith suggested they advertise
for the opening ﬁrst.
“Are we being premature in
coming up with a name if the public
is not aware that there is a position
opening? Other people may be interested in serving that capacity,” said
Smith.
Booth said he felt Smith’s preceding suggestion to advertise was the
appropriate course of action.
In other business, Gravatt was
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elected as the new vice mayor of
the council. Smith declined after
Nunn nominated him for the position and Howard Straughan provided
a second.
“I just don’t feel that I am able
to give the job what it needs at this
point,” said Smith.
Smith then recommended Gravatt.
Donahue seconded the nomination.
The motion carried 6-0.
In response to his nomination, Gravatt said, “Whoa, I just got here.”
No members of the public commented on the proposed amendement
to the technology zone ordinance
which expands its boundaries and
encompasses parcels located east
and adjacent to the existing technology zone and immediately north of
Grace Hill Development off of Harris
Road. Council voted to approve the
amendment, 6-0, following a motion
from Gravatt and a second from
Straughan.
Monday’s council meeting was
ﬁlmed by Joe Bosback at the request
of mayor Booth.
“He is videotaping the meeting at
my request, so that the ofﬁce of the
mayor can archive these meetings,”
said Booth.
He said the recording was at no
expense to the town. He agreed to
furnish copies of the tape to the town
following a request by Nunn.
Nunn reminded the public that it
is a citizen’s right to videotape the
meetings so long as they stay in a
designated area.
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Board culls commercial oyster
farming operation on Coan River
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“I saw the lightning bolt when it came down,” said Kathy Howell
of Kilmarnock. A storm on Saturday afternoon appeared to be
breaking up and the skies were clearing when she witnessed
a streak of lightning that blew this Dominion Virginia Power
transformer on North Main Street in Kilmarnock. Howell
took the above photo moments later.
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Thunderstorm zaps current
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KILMARNOCK—As the chance of thundersorms remained
in the forecast last week, it was only a matter of time before the
lights went out locally. And they did.
At least two power outages on Saturday could be linked to the
thunderstorms, according to Dominion VA/NC Power media/
community relations manager Bonita Billingsley Harris.
“Saturday evening’s storm and lightening damaged some of
our equipment,” said Harris.
At 3:55 p.m., it knocked out power to nearly 2,200 customers
receiving power from the Lancaster substation, she said, All customers were restored at 5:07 p.m.
At 6:28 p.m., 565 lost power from the White Stone Substation
after a tree limb fell on the lines. All customers were restored in
an hour and nine minutes, said Harris.
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prompted, or use the e-mail address.
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HEATHSVILLE—Following
an hour-long public hearing last
Thursday, the Northumberland
board of supervisors denied a
request to establish a commercial
oyster farming operation at 225
Riverwood Lane on a man-made
basin off the Coan River.
Pamela Schifﬂeger and Timothy Moore were seeking a conditional use permit. Moore, a
resident of Alexandria, said he
wished to turn his oyster farming
hobby into a very small commercial operation. His hope is to use
the income from the operation
to move to Northumberland full
time, he said. Schifﬂeger is the
property owner.
The area in the basin to be
used in this aquaculture venture would be a 10-by-100-foot
strip along the bulkhead side
on the property. Less than 7%
of the total basin and less than
9% of the basin owned by the
applicants would be used for the
commercial operation, according to Moore. He planned to sell
solely to a wholesale market and
it would be at least 18 months
before any seeds were put into
the water, he said.
In a written document, Moore
said the general processing of
oysters would require him to have
a 24-by-24-foot building containing a cold room for storage of
oysters, a room for seed washing
and sorting and a tumbler/sorter/
grading line.
He also indicated the site is
an ideal location for this type of
business and it would have minimal impact on the community.

Irvington strikes deal with county
treasurer for auto tag collections
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IRVINGTON—Town residents will now pay their Irvington vehicle tag fees when they
pay their Lancaster County
property tax bills.
Following a public hearing
last Thursday, council took the
ﬁrst steps toward allowing the
county to bill and collect the
fees. No residents, other than
council members, attended the
hearing.
Councilman Robert Westbrook made the motion to write
a letter to Lancaster County
Treasurer Bonnie Haynie asking
her to collect the town’s vehicle
fees on behalf of the town. The
motion passed 4-0 with council
members Westbrook, Kathleen
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Pollard, Gene Edmonds and
Edward Sulik voting in favor of
the change. Council members
Jerry Lattell and Wayne Nunnally were absent.
Haynie and Commissioner
of the Revenue Sonny Thomas
attended the hearing to answer
questions and explain the process.
According to Haynie, the
county can take over the town’s
billing and collection process as
early as this fall. Bills for the fees
will be included in residents’ real
estate mailings and will be due
back to the county on December 5. In the past, the town collected the $20 annual vehicle
fee in the town ofﬁce in March.
However, it was difﬁcult for the
town to collect from delinquent
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residents.
Haynie explained the town
fees must be the same as the
county’s $20 fee and the county
would keep 10% ($2 per tag) for
the process.
Under the county’s billing
system, if the bill has not been
paid by February 1, a $20 ﬁne is
assessed and the DMV can withhold registration renewal on the
vehicle, said Haynie.
“You’re going to get so many
more license fees now that usually aren’t paid. So you’ll get that
[$2 fee] back,” said Haynie.
Vehicles issued an antique tag
by DMV are exempt from the
license fee, said Thomas.
In other business, council
voted 4-0 to grant unlimited
use of the Thomas property to
the Steamboat Era Museum for
placement of a tent for its August
4 crab feast.
The museum made a request
to place the tent on the town
commons. However, August 4
is the same date as the Village
Improvement Association (VIA)
monthly farmers’ market on
the commons. After a lengthy
discussion on the matter, Sulik
was directed to act as a liaison
between council and the museum
for the tent placement.
Sulik also made the motion
which would allow the museum
to use the Thomas property. The
museum is also required to have
insurance coverage and ﬁle the
required forms with the town. If
the museum does not want to use
the Thomas property, it would
have to negotiate with the VIA
for another location.
Pollard seconded the motion.
Council set a work session on
its sign ordinance for 6 p.m. July
26 at the town ofﬁce. The planning commission has condensed
the old sign ordinance and presented council a draft. The commission will now begin work on
the historic district ordinance,
said Sulik.
During council’s roundtable
discussion, Mayor Rannie Ransone commended all the volunteers and committee members
that made the town’s Fourth of
July celebration a success.
Pollard also asked for the
council’s support for a prospective book on home designs in
Irvington by Steven Reiss. Pollard explained Reiss was not
asking for monetary support, but
wanted council to be aware of the
project.

However, several people from
the Walnut Point area spoke in
opposition to the request.
James Breeden, an attorney
representing two adjacent property owners, voiced concerns
ranging from navigational rights
and the impact of a commercial
operation in a residential area to
the question of whether the operation could even be successful at
the proposed location.
Breeden said the Army Corps
of Engineers controls rights
and navigation over the entire
dredged area and it is their position that the channel be left free
for navigation. He said the Corps
follows a 20-40-20 rule. On
either side of a body of water
the Corps will allow for 20% of
the width to be used for wharfs,
piers, docks and upwellers. The
40% in the middle of the basin
the Corps insists be left open for
navigation, said Breeden. The
widest point of the basin is no
more than 80 feet wide, meaning
Moore would only be permitted to come out 16 feet into the
basin if the rule is applied, said
Breeden.
“The fact that somebody owns
the bottom does not give them
the right to go over beyond where
the Corps would let them,” said
Breeden.
He also said there is a public
safety issue with Moore using the
channel because it is also used by
marine resources police.
Breeden also noted that Moore
has no vested interest in the property as he is not the landowner.
He said Moore could not successfully run a business on a
part-time basis and claimed
that several local oyster growers
deemed the area unsuited for the
growth of oysters.
“We’ve talked to people that
truly are the experts in this ﬁeld
… When they see this dredged
channel, to the number, to the
man, they say it’s not enough
oxygen going in that channel
and oysters require oxygen,” said
Breeden.
He also said the basin is a
“mud-bottom,” which would
cause the oysters to silt over and
die. He even brought in a bucket
of water from the basin containing mud to show to the board.
Low tides would expose oysters
to freezing temperatures in the
winter, killing them, he said.
Breeden said Moore does not
have the experience to run this
type of business.
“This is not a business you can
pick up from the internet,” said

Breeden, suggesting that Moore
come back later and prove his
viability.
“I believe it would change the
nature of the neighborhood,” said
Walter Cummings, who owns
property in Heathsville.
Mike Sanders, a graduate of
the Master Oyster Gardner’s
Course through the Virginia
Institute of Marine Sciences and
member of the Tidewater Oyster
Gardeners Association, said
every argument made against
the application could be easily
refuted, calling them “a lot of
smoke and mirrors.”
Sanders, who lives on the
Coan River and has 50,000 oysters imbedded in it, said a lot of
misinformation had been provided.
He said the mud would not be
an issue because Moore could
put legs on the cages as long as
he wants because they would be
on private property. In regards to
the low tide and cold, Sanders
said VIMS studies have shown
that oysters can remain out of the
water 50% of the time and not be
adversely impacted.
“The idea that freezing kills an
oyster is not true. You can freeze
an oyster, thaw it out and it’s still
alive,” said Sanders.
Addressing concerns of the
commercial impact on the community, Sanders noted there
would be no obstruction of view
as the oysters are underwater and
the only vehicle necessary for
the operation would be a pickup
truck. He said he sees no problem with Moore constructing an
outbuilding as others on the basin
have outbuildings.
“The risk is his,” said Sanders, regarding the viability of the
operation.
Lee Dupkas, another oyster
grower, said he was highly in
favor of small business and this
permit.
Vice Chairman Richard
Haynie moved to deny the request
due to inadequate information on
the application.
District 4 supervisor Tommy
Tomlin noted the application
does not contain a site plan locating the outbuilding on the property and questioned whether all
of the proper regulations had
been addressed.
“This is too premature for us
to hear,” said District 1 supervisor Joe Self, who seconded the
motion.
The motion carried by a 4-0
vote. Chairman Ronnie Jett was
not present.

Red Cross issues call for blood donors
NORFOLK—The American
Red Cross blood supply has
reached emergency levels with
50,000 fewer donations than
expected in June. This shortfall leaves the Red Cross with
half the readily available blood
products on hand now than this
time last year.
The Red Cross is calling on
all eligible blood donors to roll
up a sleeve and give as soon as
possible. All blood types are
needed, and especially O positive, O negative, B negative
and A negative to meet patient
demand this summer, according to American Red Cross
Mid-Atlantic Blood Services
Region chief executive ofﬁcer
Page Gambill.
Every two seconds, someone
in the U.S. needs a blood transfusion. Blood and platelets
are needed for many different
reasons, including accident
and burn victims, heart surgery patients, organ transplant
patients, premature babies –
when there are complications
during childbirth – and for
patients receiving treatment for
leukemia, cancer or sickle cell
disease.
“Every day, the Red Cross
must collect more than
17,000 pints of blood for
patients at more than 3,000
hospitals and transfusion centers across the country. Of
that, the Mid-Atlantic Blood
Services Region must collect
approximately 500-600 pints
per day,” said Gambill. “We
need donors to make appointments in the coming days and
weeks to help us ensure that
all patient blood needs can be
met. Each pint of whole blood

Upcoming blood drives:
s *ULY  7ARSAW "APTIST
Church,Warsaw, 1:30-6:30
p.m.
s *ULY  #OLONIAL "EACH
Rescue Squad, Colonial
Beach, 1-6 p.m.
s *ULY  "ETHANY 5-#
Gloucester Point, 1-7 p.m.
s *ULY  2OCK4ENN
Human Resources Building,
West Point, noon-5 p.m.
s *ULY  3T 3TEPHENS
Episcopal Church, Heathsville, noon-6 p.m.
s !UGUST  7AWA 'LOUCester Store #652, Hayes,
1-7 p.m
can help save more than one
life.”
“There is always the chance
that a physician could postpone an elective surgery if the
needed blood products aren’t
readily available or, in a worst
case scenario, have to forego a
more serious procedure because
of a shortage of blood,” added
Gambill. “Our goal is to ensure
that doesn’t happen.”
Call 1-800-733-2767, or visit
redcrossblood.org to make an
appointment, or to ﬁnd a blood
drive nearby.
A blood donor card or driver’s license, or two other forms
of identiﬁcation are required at
check-in. Individuals who are
17 years of age, weigh at least
110 pounds and are in generally
good health may be eligible to
donate blood. High school students and other donors 18 years
of age and younger also have to
meet certain height and weight
requirements.
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Northumberland supervisors address law and order issues
by Shannon Rice
H E AT H S V I L L E — N o rthumberland supervisors on
July 12 addressed several
public safety matters.
Deputy A.C. Fisher voiced
concerns about parking at the
Sandy Point boat landing. In
addition to parking on private
landowners’ property, Fisher
said there have been instances
of vehicles parking at the boat
landing from Friday through
Sunday.
The site contains parking
space for three vehicles only.
Fisher said he was recently
called to the site after a heated

altercation occurred following
a parking dispute.
“This is the last public ramp
for 35 miles going south. I
want to make sure it’s available
for all citizens to use. It’s not a
lay-idle place,” said Fisher.
He suggested the posting of
signs to indicate no overnight
parking in the area, as well
as no parking signs along the
roadway and in the turn-around
area. He said some pavement
markings would be nice as
well.
District 4 supervisor Tommy
Tomlin introduced a motion
including Fisher’s suggestions
and District 1 supervisor Joe

Self seconded it. The motion
carried in a 4-0 vote.
Tomlin, Self, District 2
supervisor Richard F. Haynie
and District 3 supervisor James
M. Long voted in favor of the
motion. Chairman and District
5 supervisor Ronnie Jett was
not present.
After other public hearings,
the supervisors unanimously
voted to approve an amendment to the county code changing the penalty for violating
public dance hall permits from
a Class 3 misdemeanor to a
Class 1 misdemeanor. Upgrading to Class 1 makes unpermitted dance hall events a jail-able

offense with a maximum of
12 months in jail and a $2,500
ﬁne.
“This would make permanent the emergency ordinance
(adopted June 20),” said Tomlin,
who introduced a motion to
approve the amendment while
Self provided a second.
The board also unanimously amended the code
to eliminate the local charge
for ﬁngerprinting to obtain a
concealed handgun permit.
This is a mandatory change
to put the county in compliance with state law. County
administrator Kenny Eades
said the state indicated there

Jones hearing rescheduled to Sept. 11; trial set for Oct. 1 8
by Audrey Thomasson
NORTHUMBERLAND—
A hearing on defense motions
for former high school resource
ofﬁcer Derek Jones was postponed earlier this month
after the special prosecutor
submitted a large number of
documents to the defense. The

hearing was rescheduled for
September 11.
“The motions hearing was
postponed last week due to
receipt of a lot of electronic
documents a week earlier,”
said defense attorney Charles
J. “Rusty” McKerns Jr. on
Monday. Kerns said he needs
time to review the materials

before going to court.
According to special prosecutor Westmoreland Commonwealth’s Attorney Julia
Sicol, the documents include
text messages pulled from the
cell phone of Jones and students under his care at Northumberland High School.
Sicol was appointed to the case

Man killed when boat hits
marker near Tangier Island
by Audrey Thomasson
TANGIER ISLAND—One
man died and another was
injured Saturday when their
25-foot ﬁshing boat collided
with a channel marker near
Tangier Island in the Chesapeake Bay.
The accident occurred about
10:15 p.m. Friday, according
to Virginia Marine Resources
Commission public relations
director John Bull. Tangier
police and paramedics were
the ﬁrst to respond, arriving at
10:40 p.m.

David Bromley, 37, of Pittsville, Md., died at the scene
while being treated by paramedics. The boat’s driver, Robert
White, 51, also of Pittsville,
sustained a broken arm.
Bull reported the men were
out with friends on a threeboat ﬁshing trip west of Tangier Island. On their return to
Crisﬁeld, Md., White and Bromley cut through a channel
near Tangier Island when their
craft hit a 25-foot tall steel daymarker, knocking it over. The
marker was equipped with a
sign to delineate the channel,

but the light on the marker was
not functioning, Bull said.
“The boat was going about
10- to 12-knots when they hit
the marker,” said Bull. “They
did not have radar but they had
a GPS navigation system...No
alcohol was involved and they
had all the proper equipment.
“The marker had not been
operating for weeks...maybe
up to six months,” said Bull.
“Apparently no one thought to
tell the Coast Guard. The channel is not often used at night...
local ﬁshermen are very familiar with the island’s waterways.”

Activity report
July 9: Staff responded to a domestic disturbance (grandparent/adult child/grandchild) on
Regina Road, to a shots ﬁred complaint in the
area of Chestnut Grove Lane, to an E911 disconnect call on Shooting Star Lane (no emergency services needed), with the Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD) to an assault by threat
complaint on North Main Street, to a juvenile
behavioral complaint on Windmill Point Road
(complainant cancelled call), with KPD to a
ﬁght call on North Main Street, and checked
on the well-being of a Brent Court resident at
the request of a concerned citizen.
July 10: Staff notiﬁed the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) of a downed
tree blocking Morattico Road and a trafﬁc sign
in need of repair at Mary Ball and Morattico
roads, and responded to a domestic disturbance
(husband/wife) on Windmill Point Road.
July 11: Staff attempted to locate on Cottage
Cove Way a person who was reported as missing from Fauquier County. Staff responded with
the White Stone Police Department (WSPD)
to a domestic trespass complaint on Little
Bay Road, responded to a complaint of ATV
operators trespassing on Cox’s Farm Road, and
received a walk-in report of the recovery of
property previously reported as stolen.
July 12: Staff responded to a noise violation
complaint (ﬁreworks) in the area of the Ottoman ferry, to a residential burglary on Greenvale Road (windows damaged, $1,000 loss), to
a disturbance call on Fairweather Lane, to a suspicious vehicle complaint in the area of River
and Whitehall roads, to a trespass complaint in
the 1100 block of Carlson Road, to a prowler
complaint on Mosquito Point Road and to a disturbance call on Rappahannock Drive.
July 13: Staff responded to a trespass com-

District 3 supervisor Jim
Long said he agreed with
Saxer.
Noting the matter is out of
their hands, Tomlin introduced
a motion to approve the amendment, which was seconded by
Self and adopted.

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD!!
& take quality consignments!
144 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

CHRISTMAS

IN

NEW YORK

Nov. 27-29, 2012
Join us for the sights and sounds of the
Holiday season in New York!
Radio City Rockettes, Rockefeller Center,
Christmas Tree Lighting & Fifth Avenue Shopping
CALL TODAY!

Adventure
Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200

1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

Heathsville Farmers Market
Sat., July 21, 9 am – 1 pm.
Kids Day!
Come Play with Us
and visit with
David Aiken – a Children’s Book Author &
Participate in Scribble with David!
Shop the Market:
* Breads * Produce * Honey * Body Butter & Soap
* Jewelry
* Plants * Clothing * Longaberger
* Baked Goodies * NN Master Gardeners * Lions Club Brooms
* Table Runners * Pampered Chef * Quilted Items
.... and more ….
For more information about the market or becoming a vendor, call 580-3377
Support Your Local Historic sites – they need your help!
Proceeds beneﬁt the Historic Heathsville Tavern Foundation.

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this week reported an arrest-free week.

after Northumberland County
Commonwealth’s
Attorney
Jane Wrightson recused herself
because she worked with Jones in
his position as a resource ofﬁcer
and deputy with the Northumberland sheriff’s department.
Jones is charged with 15
counts of sexual offenses
including non-forcible sodomy
with minors. He was released
last month on $50,000 bond,
according to Kerns.
Jones’s trial is scheduled for
9 a.m. October 18 in Northumberland County Circuit Court.

is a “duplication of efforts.”
Richard Saxer of Reedville
said the state has made a stupid
law.
“You certainly want ﬁngerprinting for handguns. What
is this, Dodge City?” asked
Saxer.

plaint on Robbins Lane, responded with KPD
to a disorderly conduct complaint on Irvington
Road, and received a juvenile behavioral complaint from a Lumberlost Road resident (juvenile probation ofﬁcer notiﬁed).
July 14: Staff responded with KPD to direct
trafﬁc on North Main Street when an electrical
transformer blew out, and responded with KPD
to an open door complaint after business hours
on Irvington Road (no criminal incident).
July 15: Staff responded with KPD to a trafﬁc crash at Mary Ball and Boys Camp roads,
to a public drunkenness complaint in the area
of Lancaster courthouse, with Virginia State
Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash
caused when the motorist attempted to avoid a
deer near River and Sage Hill roads, to a suspicious persons/trespass complaint on Hayden
Road and to numerous E911 disconnect calls
on Forest Haven Drive (child playing on the
telephone; parents advised of incident).
July 16: Staff received an assault by threat
complaint from a White Stone area resident.
Staff also conducted 18 trafﬁc stops, issued
eight summonses, assisted two motorists,
reported a deer strike, handled a call for trafﬁc
control, investigated six building alarms, processed a mental health order and logged seven
inmate transports.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded to a controlled burn on Morattico Road, assisted the Richmond County Volunteer Fire Department with a structure ﬁre on
Maon Road, and responded to a vehicle ﬁre on
Lara Road and to a trafﬁc crash at Courthouse
and Beanes roads.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department
responded to a transformer ﬁre on North Main
Street.
The White Stone Fire Department responded
to a brush ﬁre on Indiantown Road.

TICKETS

77th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL
JULY 26th - AUGUST 4th
(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!
2012 FORD MUSTANG

CRIME SOLVERS
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information on
the whereabouts of three individuals.
Chris Lamont Johnson, 47,
is wanted by the Kilmarnock
Police Department for grand
larceny. He is described as a
black male with brown eyes and
black hair. He is 5 feet 9 inches
tall and weighs 140 pounds.
His last known address is 1034
Sharps Road, Warsaw.
Deborah Ann Thompson, 49,
is wanted by the Kilmarnock
Police Department for embezzlement. She is described as a
white female with hazel eyes
and brown hair. She is 5 feet
5 inches tall and weighs 195

pounds. Her last known address
is 1034 Sharps Road, Warsaw.
Charles Michael Mitchell,
28, is wanted by the Lancaster
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce for failure to appear in court for nonpayment of child support. He is
described as a black male with
brown eyes and black hair. He
is 6 feet 1 inch tall and weighs
160 pounds. He also goes by
the nickname Icebird. His last
known address is 951 Conley
Pond Road, Farnham.
Report information regarding these three individuals to
Lanacster County Crime Solvers at 462-7463.Your information will be kept conﬁdential;
you will not have to give your

name or appear in court.
Callers 1320, 1299, 1293,
1285, 1284, 1238, and 1219
call Crime Solvers to receive
your rewards.

Rappahannock Record
Deadlines

Provided by Medlin Ford & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 5,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.
Classiﬁed Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON
News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S
77th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL
DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN
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River Counties Community Foundation awards a record $110,000
IRVINGTON—River Counties Community Foundation
(RCCF) recently held its annual
grants reception at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury.
“We are excited to give a
record $110,000 in grants and
scholarships for 2012, nearly
doubling last year’s awards,”
said afﬁliate director Margaret
Nost.
“As our assets continue to
reach new milestones, we disseminated over $3,755,000 in
the past six years,” said Nost.
“Cumulative assets now surpass $6 million with more than
$271,000 distributed in 2011.”
She thanked the donors who
have established more than 50
funds that beneﬁt deserving
nonproﬁt organizations with
RCCF. She expressed gratitude
for the contributions and faithful service of donor and former
board chairman Richard Steelman who died earlier this year.

Competitive grants
Grants committee chairman Mary Elizabeth Hoinkes
announced grants totaling over
$91,000 to 29 organizations in
Lancaster, Middlesex and Northumberland counties.
“This
year’s
signiﬁcant
increase in dollars awarded
enhances our ability to respond
to local community needs,” said
Hoinkes. “However, this is done
while honoring the charitable
purpose of the funds established
by our donors.”
Rappahannock General Hos-

Representatives of organizations receiving ﬁnancial support through the River Counties
Community Foundation recently gathered with foundation donors, board members and
ofﬁcials.

pital received $8,405 to assist
with the development of a
major capital campaign.
The Boys and Girls Club of
the Northern Neck received
$5,000 to help fund a summer
program.
Northern Neck Food Bank
received $5,000 to purchase
climate controlled storage containers.
Christchurch School received
$4,545 to help fund educational
outreach programs for students and teachers utilizing its
Rappahannock River campus
as a living classroom.
Lancaster County Education
Foundation received $3,750 for
10 additional iPads.
Lancaster/Northumberland

Habitat for Humanity received
$3,500 for the framing of a
home.
Middlesex
Habitat
for
Humanity received $3,500 to
assist in building a single-family home.
Northern Neck YMCA
received $3,457 to help children in need purchase back-toschool clothing and supplies.
Rice’s
Hotel/Hughlett’s
Tavern Foundation received
$3,457 for initiatives including
the development of an Historic
Sites of Heathsville coloring
book.
Northern
Neck
Court
Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) received $3,000 for
the training of volunteers.

Jacob’s Ladder received
$2,556 for an at-risk, intellectually gifted child to attend a
residential enrichment summer
camp.
Hospice of the Northern
Neck received $2,500 for medical alarms for some 20 people.
Friends of the Rappahannock
received $2,500 to increase citizen awareness and involvement
in collecting and monitoring
water quality.
Foundation for Historic
Christ Church received $2,500
to support interactive kiosks in
the museum’s gallery.
Northumberland American
Red Cross received $2,375 for
training for disaster response.
River Counties American

Grammy Camp tradition celebrates 10-year milestone
WHITE STONE—Grammy
Camp recently celebrated its
10th season.
Hosted by William and Carolyn Hines of White Stone,
Grammy Camp is attended by
17 cousins so that they continue
to bond and grow up knowing
each other. The participants
range in age from 3 to 20
years.
The gathering was started by
sisters Carolyn Hines of White
Stone, Angela East and Geraldine Woodley of Lawrenceville
and Violet Henighan of Philadelphia, and their mother, Melva
Walker of Lawrenceville.
The theme this year was
“Loving Family Forever,” said
Carolyn Hines. The children
can bring no electronics to
the camp and their parents are
not allowed to come, she said.
They learn “old school” games,

manners, daily devotions,
swimming, crabbing, cooking classes, arts and crafts and
Grammy Camp book club.
There is even a ﬁshing contest with the boys and girls ﬁshing from separate piers. The
girls won this year’s contest,
catching 16 ﬁsh to the boys’ 14,
said Hines.
The 2012 camp session ofﬁcially started with a church service July 1 at Macedonia Baptist Church.
Monday included an interesting and engaging self-defense
class conducted by Deputy
Eddie and the Lancaster County
Explorers,
Tuesday was a day of service
at Commonwealth Assisted
Living followed with bowling
in Kilmarnock.
On Wednesday, the Grammy
Campers participated in the

Local Government News

Rockﬁsh hearing
At noon, the commission will
conduct a hearing on proposed
modiﬁcations to fall recreational
striped bass regulations.
The proposal is to establish a
minimum size limit of 18 inches
(total length) and a maximum size
limit of 28 inches, with a two-ﬁsh
possession limit, whereby one
ﬁsh of the two ﬁsh possession
limit may be greater than 28
inches total length, during the fall
recreational ﬁshing season in the

The sisters issued a special
thanks to husbands Michael
East, William Hines and James
Woodley for their dedicated
service and to Grammies Lillian Weathers of New York and
Frances Walker of Glen Allen
for their tireless and loving
energy.

Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, October 4 through December
31, and the summer/fall season
established by the Potomac River
Fisheries Commission, for the
Virginia tributaries of the Potomac River.
Currently, waters are managed during these seasons by
an 18-inch minimum size limit
(total length) and a maximum
size limit of 28 inches total
length, with a two-ﬁsh possession limit, whereby the possession limit may consist of only
one striped bass 34 inches or
greater in total length.
The purpose of these amendments, according to the VMRC,
is to allow the ﬁshery to better
attain the harvest quota in accordance with the interstate ﬁshery
management plan for this species.
Copies of the proposed regulations may be reviewed at VMRC
headquarters in Newport News
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays and 8 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. Fridays, or call
757-247-2248.
Written comments on the proposals should be mailed to Robert
L. O’Reilly, VMRC Fisheries
Management Division, 2600
Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor,
Newport News, VA 23607, by 5
p.m., Monday, July 23.
LANCASTER—The board
of supervisors will meet at 7
p.m. Thursday, July 26, at the
county administration building in
Lancaster.
Supervisors will hold a public
hearing to consider a request by
the estate of Bertha G. Abbott and
David and Nan A. Alga for a deed
of easement across county property which is part of the parking
lot for the Lancaster County Judicial Center off Courthouse Road.
The easement is needed to ensure
future access to the estate’s property.

grants is the Frances R. Parker
Fund of The Community Foundation serving Richmond and
Central Virginia.
Additionally through the
Chilton Endowment Fund, onetime noncompetitive grants in
the amount of $3,456 each were
made to the Irvington Steamboat Era Museum, Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury,
Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Rescue Squad, Northern Neck
Free Health Clinic and Northern Neck Historical Society.

Scholarships
Recognizing academic excellence, 13 students received just
under $20,000 in scholarships
to further their education.
Lindsay Dungan, Karla
Pinkard and Sarah Kelly were
awarded the Raymond F. Burmester Endowment for Scholastic Achievement.
Destiny
Robinson
was
awarded the Alice Haynie
Dameron Scholarship.
Brenda Santamaria Sanchez
was awarded the Heartwood
Dollars for Scholars award.
Ashley Rose was awarded the
Maria Laqueur Scholarship.
Deandre Sidney, Carley
Graves, Ryan Parker and Rose
were awarded the Northern
Neck Rotary Scholarship.
Sarah Seggelink and Parker
were awarded the Northumberland Civic Center Scholarship.
Levi Payne was awarded
the E.C. Joe and Viola C. Rice
Scholarship.
Emily Moore and Victor
Knez were awarded the Father
John D. Boddie Memorial
Scholarship.

The Lighthouse Thrift Shop of
Corrottoman Baptist Church

Sen. Mark Warner’s current Facebook cover page displays a
photo by Mari Bonomi of Kilmarnock.

The Agenda
NEWPORT NEWS—Three
habitat management permits of
local interest are set for hearing
and consideration July 24 by the
Virginia Marine Resources
Commission. The session
begins at 9:30 a.m. at 2600 Washington Avenue in Newport News.
Gale and Anker Madsen seek
authorization to construct a
70-foot pier with a 50-foot L-head
on Meyer Creek at 734 Oak Hill
Road. The pier would be used
by members of the Yankee Point
Racing and Cruising Club, which
leases the property. The project
is protested by the leaseholder of
oyster ground over which the pier
would be constructed, and several adjacent and nearby property
owners.
Edwin Rice seeks authorization to construct a 24-by-8-foot
open-sided roof to cover a crab
shedding operation and to change
the use of his existing 88-by-6foot private pier to commercial,
on Cockrell’s Creek at Buzzard’s
Point Road. The project is protested by an adjacent property
owner.
Benchmark Developers LLC
seeks after-the-fact authorization
to keep a 170-by-8-foot community pier with a 184-by-6-foot
T-head, and a 200-square-foot
ﬂoating section on a cove on
Hack Creek in Northumberland
County. The project is protested
by adjacent and nearby property
owners.

Irvington 4th of July parade,
Thursday, the campers spent
the day at Water Country.
Camp concluded Friday with
an ofﬁcial camp show. This
year’s senior counselor Tevin
Andrews will enter the Army
Chef School in September so
the Show was dedicated to him.

Red Cross received $2,375 for
the “Learn to Swim” program
for second-graders.
Rappahannock Foundation
for the Arts received $2,300 to
help bring four performances
to school-aged children.
Middlesex Family YMCA
received $2,000 for an educational series on ﬁscal responsibility, obesity and healthful
living for underserved families.
Hands Across Middlesex
Interfaith Outreach received
$2,000 for emergency home
repairs.
Mid-County
Volunteer
Rescue Squad received $2,000
for community education and
training in basic ﬁrst aid.
Lancaster Northumberland
Interfaith Service Council
received $1,500 to help provide
needy children with food and
supplies during the summer.
Middlesex County Public
Library received $1,500 for its
summer reading program.
Fairﬁelds Volunteer Fire
Department received $1,000
for ﬁve portable radios.
RCCF component funds that
contributed toward these community grants include the Catherine B. Chilton Endowment
Fund, Nettie Mooring Gordon
Fund, Charles Winﬁeld Paul
Fund, Robert S. and Martha S.
Scheu Fund, William and Sally
Spotswood Fund, the Dewey
and Vivian Stallard Charitable
Fund and the River Counties
Youth Fund and unrestricted
funds from the River Counties Endowment and Operating Funds. Also supporting the

Bonomi’s ‘pelicans’ grace
Sen. Warner’s cover page
A

photo by Mari Bonomi of Kilmarnock now highlights the
cover page of U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner’s Facebook page.
Bonomi is a retired high school teacher, reported Warner’s
deputy press secretary Beth Aldeson. In addition to photography,
she is president of the Tavern Quilt Guild and a member of the
board of the Lancaster Players.
“I’m proud to feature the work of many great Virginia photographers on my Facebook page. Mari’s photograph of pelicans
on a Rappahannock River pier really captures the beauty of the
Northern Neck,” said Sen. Warner. “It is an honor and a privilege
to represent a state with such incredible natural beauty and diversity, and I congratulate Mari on capturing the essence of one of
Virginia’s most beautiful areas.”
In March, Sen. Warner launched a contest to choose a cover
photo from Virginia to highlight on his Facebook page. More
than 150 were submitted, and Facebook fans selected their top
four submissions. Bonomi’s photo is the second to be featured on
his page, said Aldeson.

announces a midsummer sale beginning
Thursday, July 19th, at 9:00 a.m. All
clothes, shoes, and purses will be
available at half price. Also on hand are
linens, kitchen utensils, and furniture.
Located at 9913 River Road, Ottoman, the
shop is open Thursday through Saturday
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and may be
reached at 462-0062.

LOST DOG!

Annie is missing in Monaskon/Lively area.
Part Lab with yellow and brown spots,
was wearing an green collar.
PLEASE call 804-761-1702. REWARD!
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Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.
Two seasonal phenomena hit
Kilmarnock on Saturday.
To some, the afternoon
thunderstorm that zapped the
electricity for an hour or two was
most obvious.
However, those with an appetite for farm-fresh vegetables
noticed local farmer Todd
Thomas at his weekend spot on
the corner of the Kilmarnock
NAPA lot.
Many folks, especially those
in Northumberland, recognize
Thomas as that county’s Commissioner of the Revenue. But
those who know him realize he’s
also got dirt in his veins.
When I eyed his pickup truck,
I immediately began salivating.
Hanover’s got nothing on a
good Lottsburg-grown tomato.
“They are good tomatoes,”
said Thomas.
And there’s nothing better than
a large, vine-ripened, picked-thismorning, juicy, somewhat sweet
tomato sliced thick between two
pieces of bread smothered with
mayonnaise.
Some folks add a dash of salt
and pepper, lettuce and bacon, a
cheeseburger, or a fried egg.
For the moment, I’m not even
tempted. Nothing is coming
between me and that slab of
tomato on my sandwich.
Thomas offers two varieties, a
Mortgage Lifter and a Sunbright.
I selected two Sunbrights and
beat it up the street for a loaf or
rye. Each slice of tomato hung
over the bread.
After building the sandwich,
I took off my shirt and chomped
off a big hunk. It’s easier to wipe
off my chest than wash a shirt.
The two tomatoes lasted
through Tuesday. Next week, I’m
picking ﬁve.
Thomas won’t run out any
time soon; he’s got 500 hills
staked and strung up.
He also offers sweet corn and
cantaloupe right off the tailgate.
Thomas noted the family farm,
in his grandparents’ day, provided produce to Farm Fresh and
Richfood.
He’s been raising tomatoes
and other crops since he was a
boy, said Thomas. On Saturday,
his son James, 10, was working
by his side.
Thomas raises his tomatoes
from seed, starting his plants in a
12-foot by 16-foot greenhouse.
The entire operation is sort of a
hobby that more than pays for
itself.
In addition to his time and
energy, there are expenses, he
noted. Fuel to get to Kilmarnock
is a growing concern.
The ﬁrst plants went into the
ground April 15 and he’s still
setting them out so he’ll have
tomatoes to sell into September.
As the season progresses, the
tomatoes will ripen faster and the
plants may not produce as large a
fruit. That’s not really a problem;
we’ll just buy more.
Thomas tries to set up by 9
a.m. Saturdays. He may show up
a little later on Sundays.
See you there.

July 19, 2012
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

The Congressional Report

Focal Point

by Rep. Rob Wittman

A

mong critical issues facing
our country are the looming defense cuts scheduled to
take effect at the end of the year.
These cuts, termed “sequestration,” would hit Virginia
especially hard. In the First
District, so many families are
deeply involved in our country’s
military, whether they serve on
the front lines in uniform or
go to work each day helping to
create a product that will assist
our soldiers.
I believe we must avoid
these reductions as our nation’s
defense budget has already
shrunk from an initial round

of cuts. I recently took my
concerns to the House ﬂoor, to
share my frustration with the
Congress’ inaction on looming cuts coming to the nation’s
defense budget.
We must continue to press the
issue until legislation is passed
and signed into law that ensures
responsible budgeting, but does
not unfairly target our nation’s
defense.
There’s no better place than
here in Virginia to set differences aside, share our love of
country, and simply celebrate
the U.S.A., our freedom and
those who ﬁght for it. We

are blessed to have so many
notable, historic sites pertinent
to our nation’s history, from
Fredericksburg, to Jamestown,
to Yorktown: battleﬁelds, presidential birthplaces and so much
more.
Wednesday, July 4, brought
a mid-week holiday and visits
to local events celebrating and
honoring Independence Day.
While so many important issues
are facing our nation, it was
great to join folks in celebrating our freedoms and honoring
the men and women who have
served and continue to serve to
keep us free.

Sen. Webb seeks ﬂoor vote
on Virginia tribal recognition

This white crow is one of two that has taken up residence
in the woods and ﬁelds off Indiantown Road in Weems. It
is not an albino, but a species kin to the more common
black crow.

Photo by Cindy Mazzeno
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line
Focal Point.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Sen. Jim Webb on
July 12 testiﬁed at a hearing of the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs in support of his
legislation, “Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal
Recognition Act of 2011” (S. 379).
Sen. Webb’s bill would grant federal recognition to six Indian tribes of Virginia. The
status would qualify the tribes for certain beneﬁts provided through the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) and other federal agencies.
Despite receiving committee approval in July
2011, the bill has not yet received a ﬂoor vote.
“Recognition would place these tribes
on an equal footing with other tribes in the
United States by acknowledging their heritage
and their right to be treated with the same
dignity and respect as other Indian tribes in
this country,” said Sen. Webb.
“It should be emphasized that this recognition has received broad support in Virginia,
including from seven former governors and
also our present governor,” continued Sen.

Webb. “I spent months examining this issue
in great detail, including the rich history and
culture of Virginia’s tribes before deciding
to advance this legislation. After thorough
investigation, I concluded that legislative
action is needed for recognition of Virginia’s
tribes due to the broken and burdensome
administrative process we are discussing here
today.”
Sen. Webb concluded by asking the committee to work with him to bring this legislation to the Senate ﬂoor.
The six tribes have received state recognition as early as 1983, and have received
strong bipartisan support from the General
Assembly for federal recognition. Those
included in Federal Recognition Act are the
Chickahominy Tribe, the Chickahominy
Indian Tribe – Eastern Division, the Upper
Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappahannock Tribe
Inc., the Monacan Indian Nation and the Nansemond Indian Tribe.

YOUR LETTERS
Squandered
opportunity

ing how to fund driver’s eduReturning veterans have also
cation will be revisited in the been listed as potential terrorspring of 2013 and a differ- ists.
The school board and ent mindset will prevail.
A Phoenix FBI ofﬁce urged
Andrew J. Billups, Psy.D. citizens and law enforcement
parents of Northumberland
White Stone to call the Joint Terrorism
County may have squandered
a wonderful educational Everybody’s
Task Force if they encounter
opportunity in their handling
“defenders of the US Constituof the fee for driver’s educa- a terrorist
tion against federal government
The Department of Home- and UN” as well as those who
tion. I refer to the $300 per
student charge and how it is land Security continues, appar- “Make numerous references to
ently, to prepare for war against the US Constitution.”
to be paid.
The school board has American citizens as evidenced
On December 31, 2011,
decided that half, $150, by a document entitled “Hot Obama signed into law the
is to be spread across all Spots of Terrorism and Other National Defense Authorizataxpayers. This decision Crimes in the United States tion Act which utterly strips all
teaches students to embrace 1970-2008.”
Constitutional protections from
The report lists ‘character- any American citizen involved
socialism —precisely
the
wrong message to be sending istics’ of potential enemies to or associated in any way with
to impressionable youth— include Americans who are ‘Terrorists.’ Such ‘terrorists’
especially at a time when the ﬁercely nationalist, anti-global, can be indeﬁnitely detained
country is drowning in red suspicious of centralized fed- without probable cause, warink and a pervasive entitle- eral authority, reverent of indi- rant for arrest, or due process.
vidual liberty (especially gun These American citizens can be
ment mentality.
Educator Patty Dawson ownership), or have a belief sent to any internment/prison
seems to believe that the in “conspiracy theories that facility anywhere in the world.
other $150 should be paid involve grave threats to national They can be tortured and/
by the parents. This sends sovereignty and/or personal or assassinated on suspicion
the message that students are liberty and a belief that one’s alone.
not responsible for paying personal and/or national way of
DHS
has
purchased
the price of something they life is under attack.”
450,000,000 rounds of hollow
A Justice Department manual point bullets, an undetermined
want—another, well-intentioned but misguided bit of entitled “Investigating Terror- number of mobile, bullet
education that gives students ism and Criminal Extremism” proof-check-point booths, and
a distorted version about how list “Constitutionalists” with Al has advertised to man FEMA
Qaeda, Hezbollah, and Hamas detention centers with 72 hour
a healthy economy works.
I hope the decision regard- as potential terrorist threats.
notice.

If loving Constitutional liberty and the sovereignty of my
beloved country makes me an
enemy of the state, so be it. Woe
to those who call evil good, and
good evil.
Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Article should
have been marked
advertisement
Headline, July 12, page A5:
“99th District Tea Party grills
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli”
I read this article and found
no evidence of a question, let
alone a “grilling.” All I found
was a monologue by Mr. Cuccinelli bashing the Affordable
Care Act, and even the conservative Supreme Court which
dared to stray to the liberal
side.
Then I learned the article
was written by a board member
and ﬂack for the Tea Party. This
was not a legitimate newspaper story. This was a political
ad for the Tea Party and Cuccinelli’s campagn for governor.
It should have been clearly
labeled as such.
Jack Chamberlain,
Lancaster

Sen. Obenshain
to speak in Lively
Sen. Mark D. Obenshain of
Harrisonburg will speak at 7
p.m. Tuesday, July 24, at the
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire
Department headquarters at
5170 Mary Ball Road in Lively.
Hosted by the 99th District Tea
Party, the presentation is open to
all citizens.
Sen. Obenshain’s topic will
be “Now that we have a decision
on Obamacare, what’s next for
Virginia?” He also is expected to
talk about other areas where the
federal government is overstepping its bounds, said communications chairman Lyn Neira.
Obenshain
recently
announced his candidacy for
the 2013 Republican nomination for attorney general, said
Neira.
He has served in the Virginia
Senate since 2004, representing
the 26th District that includes
Harrisonburg, Page, Rappahannock, Shenandoah and Warren
counties.
His current committee assignments include courts of justice;
commerce and labor; rules;
privileges & elections; agriculture, conservation and natural
resources. He is a member of
the Senate leadership, currently
serving as a Republican Whip.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

B

ob Willis was the quintessential Marine.
He spent his career as an ofﬁcer in the
United States Marine Corps, and remained
its steadfast supporter for the rest of his life.
He was a native of New York City, where he
attended the prestigious Loyola High School,
in which venue he learned military discipline
in its corps of cadets.
He had been born the year after The Great
War, or as it is more popularly known, World
War I, ended, thus making him the correct
age to play a youthful role in World War II.
He graduated from the University of Maryland, ﬁnishing while he already was in the
Marines.
He and his ﬁrst wife, Bea, raised their seven
children around his military assignments. Bob
rose to be a Colonel, and upon his retirement,
he moved to Lancaster County almost four
decades ago to enjoy country life and spend
as much time as possible on the water.
Bea suffered from a variety of heart problems, and died in 1982. Bob lived on working to ﬁll the void in his life by helping with
every charity he could ﬁnd, and volunteering
his time to work on supervising the condition
of the campus at Saint Francis de Sales Catho-

Bob came to know every
ﬂoor tile and roof shingle in
all of the parish buildings at
Saint Francis, and through
his work there he came to
know Jackie.
lic Church.
During that time the parish rented the house
that it owned next door to Jackie Willis, a
widow from Boston, who had moved to Kilmarnock where she operated a gourmet food
shop, The Kitchen at White Gate, on Irvington
Road. Jackie specialized in homemade treats,
and her shop was a popular spot in town.
Bob came to know every ﬂoor tile and roof
shingle in all of the parish buildings at Saint
Francis, and through his work there he came
to know Jackie. After meeting her, he liked to
say he spent more time inspecting the church
rental house than on all of the other buildings
combined. From the duration of her tenancy,

Jackie truly never had to change a light bulb.
Adding to the growing bond between them,
Jackie had lost one of her two sons in the
Vietnam War, which touched Bob’s military
heart, and soon the two of them announced
their engagement.
On December 31, 1987, they committed
matrimony at Saint Francis. During the ceremony the pastor asked if they were more or
less nervous than they each had been the ﬁrst
time. Bob laughed, but answered yes. Jackie
said no. Thus began a great life together for
the two of them and their combined families. They traveled across country, went boating often, and developed a magniﬁcent rose
garden.
Jackie became active in the local rose society,
and contributed articles to the Rappahannock
Record about how to care for roses. She and
Bob attended rose conventions, and reached a
level of proﬁciency that was astounding. Their
garden was a veritable showplace of dozens
of roses, each kept in meticulous order. It was
a lucky plant that made it to Jackie’s rich soil.
In recent years, Jackie’s health declined,
and she went to live in a nursing home in
Indianapolis to be near her surviving son, as

Bob’s own health began to fail, and he sadly
had to admit that he could not longer care for
her at home. He went to live with his daughter
in Virginia Beach, and last Wednesday at the
age of 92, he died.
Jackie and Bob’s marriage lasted almost
a quarter of a century. They had much in
common, and Jackie’s experience of the loss
of her son was a support to Bob when his only
son, the youngest of his seven children, died
nearly 10 years ago. Through good times and
low ones, Bob always remained cheerful and
optimistic. He had a lifelong interest, indeed
fascination, with words.
In that vein he memorized many palindromes, and reveled in noting nuances, usually hoping that he was broadening another
person’s delight in the English language. On
countless weeks he would comment on a word
or a phrase I had used in this column. He lived
with a dictionary by his side, and was its rightful master. I am sure this good and kind man,
a real gentleman, must have worn out many
such tomes across his nine decades of living
life to the fullest extreme.
Colonel Robert L. Willis, U.S.M.C., Ret.,
December 30, 1919 – July 11, 2012. R.I.P.
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Gov. Bob McDonnell endorses constitutional
amendment to protect private property rights
Gov. Bob McDonnell on
July 16 ceremonially signed
four pieces of legislation to
protect the property rights of
Virginia citizens.
House Bill 5 and its companion Senate Bill 240 provide
for a referendum for a Constitutional amendment to protect
private property rights on the
November 6, 2012, ballot.
House Bill 1035 and Senate
Bill 437 provide clear deﬁnitions for the terms “lost profits” and “lost access” and how
to determine the amount of
just compensation.
Question 1 on the November 6 ballot will read: “Shall
Section 11 of Article I (Bill
of Rights) of the Constitution
of Virginia be amended (i) to
require that eminent domain
only be exercised where the
property taken or damaged is
for public use and, except for
utilities or the elimination of
a public nuisance, not where
the primary use is for private
gain, private beneﬁt, private
increasing jobs, increasing tax
revenue, or economic development; (ii) to deﬁne what is
included in just compensation
for such taking or damaging of
property; and (iii) to prohibit
the taking or damaging of
more private property than is
necessary for the public use?”
Voters will be asked to
choose “Yes” or “No.”
“This legislation is an
important step toward including necessary private property
protections in Virginia’s constitution,” said Gov. McDonnell. “Protecting the liberty
and property of its citizens is
a fundamental role of government, and this constitutional
amendment makes those protections stronger in Virginia.
“The amendment that will
be before Virginia voters
this November 6, sets clear
boundaries on the ability of
government to seize their
property and will help ensure

U.S. Senate adopts
resolution commending
efforts to eliminate polio
The U.S. Senate unanimously approved a resolution
June 26 introduced by Sen.
Dick Durbin and Sen. Mark
Kirk commending Rotary
International and other organizations for their efforts to
prevent and eradicate polio
around the world.
The resolution urges the
international
community
to remain committed to the
effort to fully eliminate polio
worldwide. Polio was successfully eradicated from India in
January 2011, and is found
only in Nigeria, Afghanistan
and Pakistan.
“Although polio was eradicated in the United States
more than 30 years ago, there
are still men, women and children in a few corners of the
globe who are stricken with
this preventable virus because
they lack access to the vaccine,” said Sen. Durbin.
“Rotary International and
volunteer Rotarians have
donated more than one billion dollars and volunteered
countless hours vaccinating
children to make the full eradication of this cruel disease
a reality around the world,”
continued
Sen.
Durbin.
“Their work is literally saving
lives. We are closer than ever
to ending the scourge of polio
and I commend the work of
the Rotary and many others
in advancing that goal.”
“Rotary
International
remains a key contributor to
the health and educational
development of communities
both at home and abroad,”
said Sen. Kirk. “Rotarians
have consistently worked
with national governments
and international organizations to successfully reduce
outbreaks of polio worldwide, and a polio-free world
is a lasting gift to our children
and grandchildren.”
The
U.S.
government
remains a leading public
sector donor to the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative
and provides technical and
operational assistance through
the Centers for Disease Control and United States Agency
for International Development.

that when property is taken
for a true public use, that the
property owner will be fully
compensated,” continued Gov.
McDonnell. “I encourage our
citizens to make their voices
heard this November and support this important constitutional protection.”
“It has been seven long

Campaign launched
to encourage ‘yes’
vote for question 1
Virginia landowners will
be conﬁdent that their private
property cannot be taken
and given to another private
owner under eminent domain
if the Commonwealth’s voters
approve Question 1 on the
November 6 ballot.
Gov. Bob McDonnell on
July 16 signed legislation
to place a proposed constitutional amendment on this
fall’s ballot. The amendment
speciﬁes that eminent domain
cannot be used unless it is for
a true public use and further
ensures just compensation for
the landowner, including the
opportunity for lost access and
lost proﬁts to be considered as
part of the compensation. The
language in the amendment
also clariﬁes what is a true
“public use” and speciﬁes that
no more land than is necessary
can be taken.
At the July 16 bill signing,
a coalition of private property
rights advocates announced the
launch of a campaign encouraging Virginians to “Vote Yes
for Private Property Rights.”
“Our members are excited
about the opportunity that this
constitutional amendment will
provide. No longer will our
farms, homes or businesses
be taken and given to another
private property owner under
Kelo-type eminent domain
abuses,” said Virginia Farm
Bureau president Wayne F.
Pryor.
“Our members are grateful
to Gov. McDonnell, Attorney General Cuccinelli and
the General Assembly for
understanding that, while
sometimes the government
may want someone’s property
for a well-agreed public use,
taking someone’s home, farm
or business so someone else
can develop the land is just
plain wrong,” said Nicole
Riley, state director for the
National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB).
“This amendment ensures
that, if property is taken for a
legitimate public use, private
property owners will be justly
compensated.”
Elected ofﬁcials “have given
Virginians the opportunity to
approve this historical measure,” added Katie K. Frazier,
president of the Virginia Agribusiness Council. “Our job
now is to educate the public
on what this constitutional
amendment does and why it
is important to them. We’ll be
doing so through grassroots
activism and communication.”
The “Vote Yes for Private
Property Rights” campaign
is supported by Farm Bureau,
the NFIB, the Virginia Agribusiness Council, the Virginia
Forestry Association, the
Virginia Poultry Federation,
Americans for Prosperity, the
Family Foundation of Virginia
and other advocacy groups.

Clarification
In the Fiction or Fact From
Bob’s Almanac column of July
12, 2012, I made reference to
the apparent mispronunciation of
“Heathsville” by some radio personalities.
It has since been brought to
my attention that there is in fact
a public radio station WHRE
in Eastville, the county seat of
Northampton County, served by
WHRV of Norfolk.
Some of the on air references
I took for mispronunciations may
in fact have been correct pronunciations of Eastville.
That still doesn’t explain “Eathsville.” The point is, to maintain
credibility with listeners, broadcasters need to learn the local
place names.
And as we see here, the same
can be said of print journalists,
I apologize for misleading
anyone with misinformation,
Robert Mason Jr., editor

years of effort, but with the
passage of the property rights
amendment, our citizens are
one step closer to enshrining
in the Constitution of Virginia
the protections they deserve
from overzealous governments
and the developers who use
them to take away Virginians’
homes, farms, and small businesses,” said Attorney General
Ken Cuccinelli.
“We have fought every year
since the 2005 Kelo decision to strengthen property
rights in the commonwealth
through various bills and three
attempts at a constitutional
amendment. A property rights
amendment to Virginia’s constitution is the ultimate protection,” continued Cuccinelli.
“Virginians need, and voters
will ﬁnally have, a property
rights amendment to vote on
in the November ballot.”

Do you remember?
This circa 1930s photo shows the steam-powered ﬁsh boat Pocohontas at the Eubank Tankard
Company ﬁsh factory at the end of Waverly Avenue near Kilmarnock. Chesapeake Boat Basin
now occupies that Indian Creek frontage. The factory had one other boat, the Joe Davis, of
which there are no known photos, according to Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee
Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

Free 7-pc. Gift
with any Clinique purchase
of 23.50 or more
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s Repairwear Laser Focus
Wrinkle & UV Damage Corrector
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s Colour Surge Eye Shadow Duo
in Beach Plum
s Long Lasting Lipstick in Bamboo Pink
s Lash Doubling Mascara in Black
s Plus, Reusable Tin
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