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County supports efforts to improve telecommunications
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—The proliferation of
telecommunications poles in the county
increased by two more last week, when
supervisors approved special exception
permits near the Merry Point Ferry and
Bertrand areas.
Frederic and Donna Edmonds received
unanimous approval to place a data antenna
on their 8-acre property at 307 Spring Hill
Road. The antenna will provide wireless
internet service to the Merry Point area.
Also in line for new wireless internet
service are residents of Bertrand with the
approval of an application by Thomas and
Esther Stevens to place an antenna on three
acres near the intersection of Wood Road

and River Road.
Attorney Will Hubbard testiﬁed for his
client, T. D. Foster, who objected to the Stevens’s application based on the dimensions
of the parcel and because he owns property on both sides of the property. Foster
was concerned that the antenna might be
replaced by a larger pole in the future.
Supervisor Butch Jenkins made the
motion to approve the Stevens’s application
contingent on the height of the pole remaining no higher than 80 feet. The motion was
approved on a 5-0 vote.
Supervisors also approved a request by
Alice Christine and Melvin Grimes III to
place an individual manufactured home on
a 1.098-acre parcel near the intersection of
Ambrose Way and James Wharf Road. The

motion by supervisor William Lee was contingent on the health department approving
an existing septic system.
A request by Steven and Amy Ash to
replace a one-story structure with a twostory home near the end of Johns Neck
Road won unanimous approval. The building is on a 1.7-acre parcel on Carters
Creek.
Supervisors also approved amendments
to Chapter Two of the Comprehensive Plan,
dealing with suitability of land for development. There were no comments during the
public hearing. The measure passed 5-0.
In other business, the results of the May
1 town elections were entered into the
county’s ofﬁcial records.
Several residents of Corrotoman By The

Bay asked supervisors for help in obtaining
road signage for safety, speed limits and
golf cart designation, road lane striping and
enforcement of speed limits for their subdivision. Supervisors referred their request to
Robert Harper of the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT) and suggested
residents contact the sheriff for patrol cars
to enforce speed limits.
Another group asked the county to
provide professional rescue squad teams
during evening hours as they do during the
day, particularly in upper Lancaster where
it takes up to 40 minutes for an ambulance
to respond to emergencies.
Board chairman Wally Beauchamp
assured citizens the county is addressing
the issue.

Lancaster supervisors
reject school budget, 3-2;
per pupil costs debated
by Audrey Thomasson

Baylor Park Nature Trail ofﬁcially dedicated
Established in honor of Dr. Richard N. Baylor for his devotion to the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic,
the Baylor Park Nature Trail was ofﬁcially dedicated during a grand opening ceremony on Saturday. “It
is perfectly appropriate that we have named this park in tribute to a man who has given so much to our
community,” said Kilmarnock town manager Tom Saunders. From left are vice mayor William Smith,
council member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, Betty Baylor, Jones Felvey, Dr. Richard Baylor, Connie Felvey and
mayor Raymond C. Booth. Photo by Shannon Rice

Republican primary Tuesday to
determine U.S. Senate candidate
by Shannon Rice
The Republican Party primary to elect a candidate
for a U.S. Senate seat will be held Tuesday, June 12,
2012, throughout the Commonwealth. Polls will
open at 6 a.m. and close at 7 p.m.
Candidates seeking the nomination are Jamie Radtke,
E.W. Jackson, Bob Marshall and George Allen.
All registered voters may participate in the primary, said Lancaster voter registrar Susan Jett.
Voters will not be required to sign any pledge and
all standard forms of identiﬁcation will be accepted,
including voter registration cards, driver’s licenses
and Social Security cards.

Lancaster polls
District 1 votes at the Ruritan Center at 3989
White Chapel Road in Lancaster.
District 2 votes at Trinity Episcopal Church at
8484 Mary Ball Road in Lancaster.
District 3, precinct 301, votes at the White Stone
ﬁrehouse at 578 Chesapeake Drive in White Stone.
District 3, precinct 302, votes at Grace Episcopal
Church at 303 South Main Street in Kilmarnock.
District 4 votes at the Kilmarnock-Lancaster

Rescue Squad building at 61 Harris Road in Kilmarock.
District 5 votes at Irvington Baptist Church at 53
King Carter Drive in Irvington.
The Central Absentee precinct is at the Voter Registrar’s ofﬁce at 8694 Mary Ball Road in Lancaster.

Northumberland polls
District 1 votes at the Callao ﬁrehouse at 314 Northumberland Highway in Callao.
District 2 votes at St. Stephen’s Church at 6538
Northumberland Highway in Heathsville.
District 3-A votes at the Northumberland Public
Library at 7204 Northumberland Highway in
Heathsville.
District 3-B votes at Mt. Olive Baptist Church
at 6749 Jessie duPont Memorial Highway near
Wicomico Church.
District 4 votes at Wicomico Parish Church at
5191 Jessie duPont Memorial Highway in Wicomico
Church.
District 5 votes at the Fairﬁelds ﬁrehouse at 119
Main Street in Reedville.
The Central Absentee precinct will be at the courthouse at 72 Monument Place in Heathsville.

LANCASTER—The
2012-13
Lancaster school budget continues to
bounce between supervisors and the
school board as members try to settle
differences on just what the county is
willing to contribute.
The board of supervisors voted
3-2 last week to reject a $15.8 million budget proposed by the school
district, with only the members
employed by the school system
voting for passage.
Supporting the budget were
middle school vice principal Ernest
Palin and high school teacher Jason
Bellows. Both read a statement at the
beginning of the budget workshop
disclosing their employment compensation as representative of other
school employees and stating they
could be objective in considering and
voting on the school budget.
Voting against were supervisor Butch Jenkins, chairman Wally
Beauchamp, and newly appointed
member William Lee. They cited
the need for more information from
superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich
and ﬁnance director Sue Salg, who
were able to attend the work session.
“I want to see the school board
cut funding back...it continues to
explode,” said Beauchamp.
Lee noted the district continues
to return money to the county every
year, indicating they have extra
money built into the budget.
Bellows argued the school must
keep money in reserve to compensate
for the Commonwealth’s continued
practice of “grabbing funds back in
the last two months of the ﬁscal year”
in what has become known as the
“Caboose Bill,” he said. “Changes at
the state level have not been friendly
to localities.”
Assistant county administrator
Jack Larson noted the school system
has 34% of its current year budget
allocation remaining as of the end
of April, when it should be at about
17%. He said the remaining amount
will cover expenses through June and
pay salaries for July and August.

“We haven’t addressed issues from
the public hearing,” said Jenkins,
including what he called “big ticket
items” such as salaries. “Administration costs should be much lower for
a county of this size.” Jenkins suggested the retirement of the assistant
superintendent was an opportunity
to realize savings by eliminating the
position.
During the discussion, supervisors questioned the need for two vice
principals at the middle school.
Palin noted there have been two
positions in place for some time, but
one was formerly known as dean of
boys.
“Over the past 10 years, Lancaster
has had the highest cost per pupil of
any system on the Northern Neck,”
Larson said. He noted the request to
increase the budget by $175,000 over
the current year was topped only by
public safety, including emergency
services.
The sheriff’s department requested
an additional $45,000 to cover overtime while emergency services
asked for $475,000 for employing
paid rescue squad professionals, up
$223,060 over the current year.
Larson said the school system has
yet to justify the higher cost per pupil
of an education in Lancaster.

School board meeting
At the school board’s special
budget work session last Monday,
members agreed to supervisors’
demands, reducing the reserve for
the Caboose Bill by $50,000 and
adjusting their request for additional
county funds to $154,905. However,
the budget now includes a 5% salary
increase to cover state-mandated
employee retirement beneﬁt (VRS)
costs which will be taken all in one
year, as suggested by supervisors.
That change pushed the total back up
to the original request.
The operating budget was
approved at $15.242 million plus a
self-sustaining cafeteria budget of
$585,000. The total of $15,827,224
brings the county’s total contribution
SCHOOL, continued on page A2

Suspected explosive devices determined to be fakes;
court sessions closed two days, investigation continues
by Shannon Rice
HEATHSVILLE—The FBI has
interviewed two out of three persons of interest following the recovery of two false explosive devices
found on the Northumberland
County Courts Building last Thursday morning, according to Sheriff
Chuck Wilkins.
Each person of interest was
scheduled for a court appearance
on the day of incident, Wilkins said.
Of the two people already interviewed, one has been eliminated as
a suspect.
“The case will depend a lot on

forensics,” said Wilkins. He said
the FBI is leading the investigation
because the case is considered a
form of terrorism.
Wilkins said the devices were
discovered by Northumberland’s
HAZMAT coordinator, Curtis
Albright, at the entrance to the
courts building before it opened for
daily operations last Thursday.
“We evacuated the building
immediately,” said Wilkins. “Then
we called in the experts.”
County administrator Kenneth
Eades said only one employee was
in the building at the time.
The bomb scare led authorities to
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close the facility and cancel the circuit court session on Thursday and
a juvenile court session on Friday.
FBI bomb technicians and ATF
agents were on site until Thursday
evening investigating the case and
using a robot with a water cannon
to disassemble the devices, which
turned out to be hoaxes.
What sounded like a dull explosion around 11:15 a.m. on Thursday was actually the sound of the
water cannon disassembling one
of the devices. The water cannon
separates the components of the
device while keeping them intact
for evidence collection, explained
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Wilkins.
“The FBI techs said these were
two of the best fakes they had ever
seen,” said Wilkins.
They appeared to be dynamite
bombs with circuit boards and
wires attached to them, making
them look “very convincing,” said
Wilkins.
The sheriff’s department is asking
anyone with information regarding
this incident to call Northumberland Crime Solvers at 580-8477.
A reward of up to $1,000 is offered
for information.
“It’s a solvable crime; it’s just
going to take a lot of technical
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work,” said Wilkins.
The incident, classiﬁed as domestic terrorism, will be punished federally once an arrest is made.
Wilkins said investigators have
yet to determine whether the fake
bombs are connected to the early
morning detonation of two combustible devices on the roadway in the
Fruit Plain area, in the proximity of
one of the persons of interest.
In regards to three recent bomb
threats at Northumberland High
School, Wilkins said a juvenile
has been charged with the second
reported threat; the ﬁrst and third
are still being investigated.
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School budget needs more work
continued from page A1

“This budget cuts across all
departments,” replied Lukich.
“I haven’t seen it. We’ve
had a lot of complaints we’re
losing electives like creative
writing,” McCranie said.
Lukich said it would take
ﬁve or six years to work in
all the ﬁnancial efﬁciencies
supervisors are demanding.
“You can’t get there in a
year. You need to be patient,”
Lukich said. “Long-term
problems need long-term
solutions.”
Smart noted the cost to
educate a child in Lancaster
was going to be $12,628 in
2013, up $614 from the current year, while the state average is $10,793.
Both Alexander Fleet and
Lukich said they didn’t know
why the cost per student was
higher in Lancaster. Fleet
suggested supervisors and
the newspaper should do the
research.
In fact, there are a number
of factors that impact the
costs per pupil, including differences in budget reporting.

to $10,581,411.
The vote was 3-2 with
Robert Smart and Patrick
McCranie voting against.
Smart said he would only
support ﬂat funding while
McCranie was against cutting
eight teacher positions.
“We cut teachers every year
and we haven’t cut anywhere
else...” said McCranie.
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Cost of Education
Determining the cost of
public education in Lancaster
County requires factoring in
the number of children from
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disadvantaged homes. Studies reveal poverty is a major
factor in the cost of education.
The theory is that a child who
starts behind, stays behind,
explained Salg.
Remedial
programs,
reduced class sizes, and mandated sanctions for education
improvements are tremendous pieces that could impact
budget numbers, said Alicia
Carter, director of government
programs and division initiatives at Lancaster schools.
At Lancaster Primary
School (LPS), 77% of students are on free or reduced
lunches, according to Carter.
District wide that percentage
is 68.44%.
In comparison, Northumberland schools are at
53.29%, Richmond County
at 51.19% and Westmoreland
at 71.62% based on ﬁgures
released in January by the
Virginia Department of Education (DOE).
Based on DOE’s 2011
statistics, Lancaster ranked
number 15 in cost of education per child but higher still
at number 7 in poverty.
In addition, Lancaster has
208 students in special education programs, representing

about 10% of the total school
operating budget, said Salg.
The number reﬂects lower
class sizes and additional
resource teachers.
“That is a large number of
kids for a division as small as
this,” said Carter.
According to Palin, Lancaster’s budget numbers
could appear higher than surrounding districts based on
the amount of grant monies
the district obtains. Speciﬁcally, LPS receives additional
grants because it qualiﬁes as
a Title I school, based on the
number of kids coming from
low-income families.
Another factor is the age of
Lancaster school buildings,
with LPS at 64 years old, the
middle school at 20 years
and high school pushing
40. Newer energy efﬁcient
schools, such as in Northumberland, have lower maintenance costs in comparison
to Lancaster schools, which
continue to need repairs and
replacement from heating and
air conditioning to roofs.
The school budget went
back to supervisors for consideration at another workshop scheduled for yesterday,
June 6.
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HEATHSVILLE—The
Northumberland board
of supervisors will conduct
a public hearing today, June
7, on a proposed 2012-13
county budget totaling
$36,061,360, requiring an
increase of 3 cents per $100
of assessed value in the real
estate tax rate.
The hearing is set for 7
p.m. in the courts building at 39 Judicial Place in
Heathsville.
The board anticipates
adoption of a budget at its
June 14 meeting.
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WHITE STONE—The
town council will hold a
public hearing on its proposed 2013 budget tonight
(June 7) at 7 p.m. in the
town ofﬁce.
The proposed $156,054
budget includes $9,109
more in general fund expenditures than the current
budget, according to advertised ﬁgures.
White Stone will have
more revenues to draw upon
this year since implementing
a cigarette tax of 15 cents
per pack and increasing the
cost of town tags for automobiles and motorcycles by
$5 per tag.
When the cigarette tax
was imposed on April 1,
town manager Patrick Frere
estimated the town could net
nearly $30,000 per year.
Council will also receive
its ﬁrst full year of rental
revenue since renting the
back room of the town ofﬁce
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to Bay Aging’s Bay Transit.
All of the town’s cost centers, excluding the building and external environment fund, are expected to
increase.
Council expenses are
expected to be $6,080 while
$38,877 will be spent on
central administration and
$22,221 will be used to
rebuild the town’s reserve
fund. Some $66,846 will be
budgeted for public safety.
L OT T S B U R G — T h e
Northumberland school
board will meet 6 p.m.
Monday, June 11, at 2172
Northumberland Highway
in Lottsburg.
Agenda items include new
policies approved by the
General Assembly, a report
on the progress of driver’s
education bids, and adoption of the 2012-13 school
calendar.
KILMARNOCK—
Kilmarnock planning
commission
members
on Monday, June 11, will
hold a public hearing on
amendments to the town
ordinance addressing the
Technology Park. The
meeting will begin at 6
p.m. in the town hall.
The proposed changes
would expand the boundaries of the park to include
the adjacent town property. The public hearing
was planned for May, but
the meeting could not
take place due to lack of

a quorum.
Also on the agenda,
planning and land use
director Marshall Sebra
will review proposed
updates to the comprehensive plan and discuss capital improvement projects
(CIP) for fiscal year 2013
that involve land development.
KILMARNOCK—The
Lancaster school board
will meet at 6:30 p.m.
Monday, June 11, in the
media center at Lancaster
Middle School in Kilmarnock.
Preceding the regular
meeting, members will meet
at 5 p.m. in closed session
on a student matter.
At 5:30 p.m., there will
be a presentation by a company proposing to evaluate
the district’s future facility
needs.
During the regular meeting there will be presentations on a 5-year plan for
the education of gifted children, data and SOL testing
updates, changes in teacher
evaluations, an update on
school health, and updates
on facility use, rentals and
the bus ﬂeet.

From left, Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts
president Claudia Calhoun presents a check to Friends
of Belle Isle State Park treasurer Bob Fox.

RFA supports concert series

T

he Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts recently
awarded the friends of Belle Isle a grant in support of
the 2012 Music by the River concert series at Belle Isle
State Park.
Upcoming concerts will feature Rappahannock Crossing on June 9, Sweet Justice on June 16, Kings of Swing
on July 21, Mercy Creek on August 11 and Southern
Grace on August 18. The concerts begin at 6 p.m. and end
around 8 p.m.
“Bring the family and friends, a picnic dinner and
chairs and enjoy great music,” said committee chairman
Robert Mason Jr. “Supervised children’s crafts and activities are also offered.”
Free popcorn is available as well as soda and water for
50 cents.
There is a $3 parking fee payable at the park entrance.
The park is at 1632 Belle Isle Road in Somers. For directions, call 462-5030.
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Tickets are $10 advance • $12 at the gate
Wine glasses to the first 500 attendees!
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Live Music: Billy Batte 12 - 2pm

Back By Popular Demand-Planet Full of Blues 3 - 5pm
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Use Your Home To Stay At Home
Many seniors today are choosing to stay in their home rather
than go to a facility by paying for in home care
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safer for retirement?
Would you like to maintain your independence?
Would you like to improve your quality of life?
Pay bills?
The money from a Home
Equity Conversion Mortgage
(HECM) can be used for these
things or any purpose you wish.
Please call me for FREE, NO
OBLIGATION information. No
Reverse Mortgage
sales pressure. Trusted advisors
Manager
and relatives welcome to review
NMLS #499853
the information and be part of
the process.
Email: davidfarley@tenacitygroup.com
Licensed by the Virginia State Corporation Commission - License # MC-173 • NMLS# 138982

+ILMARNOCK s 6IRGINIA

*UNE   s A3

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Hazardous, e-waste collections set records
WARSAW—The Northern Neck Soil
& Water Conservation District recently
released the ﬁnal numbers for the May
2012 Lancaster and Northumberland
county-sponsored residential hazardous
and electronics waste collections.
For the two counties, the combined
collection numbers for the day yielded
an all-time record of 15,711 pounds,
the largest total for any single collection day since the inception of this program. Hazardous household substances
weighed 9,457 pounds, and e-waste,
6,254 pounds.
Compare this to last fall’s then-record
collection, which yielded 5,810 pounds

hazardous materials and 5,576 pounds of
e-waste, for a total of 11,386 pounds.
From 7:30 to 11 a.m., 107 Lancaster
county residents brought in 4,699 pounds
of household chemicals, paints, fouled
gasoline, and other toxic materials,
including a container of pure mercury,
and 40 residents brought in 3,156 pounds
of TVs, computers, monitors, telephones
and other electronics waste.
From 1 to 4:30 p.m., 102 Northumberland County residents brought in
4,758 pounds of household hazardous
waste, and 44 brought in 3,098 pounds
of electronics waste.
For fall of 2012, Lancaster and Nor-

The

thumberland collections will be repeated
on September 22, said NNSWCD education/public relations specialist Faye
Andrashko.
Because of the success of both, county
ofﬁcials hope that budgets allow for continuing the E-waste program in the yearly
collections, said Andrshko. Residents are
encouraged to set aside products to bring
in for safe disposal.
Richmond and Westmoreland counties
will hold collections on September 15.
Staff from Northern Neck Soil &
Water Conservation District and Virginia
Cooperative Extension assisted the counties in the collections.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Activity report
May 29: Staff responded
to a trespassing vehicle complaint on Windmill Point
Road.
May 30: Staff responded
to a minor vehicle accident
on private property in Lively,
to an E911 disconnect call
on Black Stump Road (telephone line problem) and to a
ﬁght call in the 2500 block of
Merry Point Road.
May 31: Staff received
ammunition from an Ottoman
area resident who had no need
for it, responded to a shots
ﬁred complaint on Nuttsville
Road, responded to a trespassing complaint on River Village
Drive, responded to a ﬁght call
on Buzzards Neck Road, and
checked on the well-being of
an Old School Street resident
at the request of a concerned
out-of-town citizen (no emergency services needed).
June 1: Staff responded
to a motorist’s complaint of
grass cuttings being thrown
onto the roadway in the area
of Taylors Creek and Lumberlost roads, to a possible
residential burglary and larceny incident in the 20400
block of Mary Ball Road (no

criminal incident involved),
to a missing/overdue motorist
complaint on Meyers Drive
(subject located within three
hours), with the Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD) to
a trespassing complaint on
Irvington Road, with KPD to
a drunk/disorderly complaint
on North Main Street, and
notiﬁed Northern Neck Electric Cooperative of a power
outage in the 7600 block of
River Road.
June 2: Staff responded to
a crowd control complaint at
the Upper Lancaster Ruritan
Center, to a domestic disturbance on Lumberlost Road,
to assist jail staff handling
an inmate disturbance, and
received a walk-in complaint
of an assault (magistrate did
not ﬁnd probable cause to
issue warrant).
June 3: Staff responded
with KPD to School Street for
a motor vehicle crash involving a bicyclist, to a motor
vehicle theft complaint in the
18600 block of Mary Ball
Road (vehicle repossession;
no criminal incident), to a
juvenile behavioral complaint
on Lumberlost Road (juvenile
intake ofﬁcer notiﬁed), and to
a landlord/tenant dispute on
Beach Road. Staff received a
complaint of a stolen motor
vehicle, followed by a parental report that the driver was
intoxicated and had wrecked
the vehicle near Irvington
and Weems roads, checked
on the well-being of a juvenile at the Corrotoman Plaza
at the request of a concerned
citizen (juvenile transported

Bentley’s
Grille
Opening Friday, June 15th

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD!!
144 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

L

ancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information on a van that was taken from 588 White
Chapel Road in Lively. The vehicle is a 2000 silver
Dodge, caravan. The license plates on the vehicle have
expired. The van was seen the morning of May 24.
The vehicle was possibly removed by a truck and
trailer.
On May 17, the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce
took a report of a break and enter at Chesapeake Boat
Basin on Waverly Avenue near Kilmarnock. Cash,
checks, cash register and a Honda Northstar Pressure
Washer were removed from the premises. Neighbors
in the area advised the ofﬁcers of their dogs barking
between 11:30 p.m. and midnight.
Report information related to these two incidents to
Lancaster County Crime Solvers at 462-7463.
You do not have to give your name or appear in
court.
If your information is useful to law enforcement,
you could receive a reward up to $1,000.

to residence) and checked on
the well-being of a Blueberry
Point Road resident at the
request of a concerned out-oftown citizen (no emergency
services needed).
June 4: Staff received
numerous reports of a loud
noise, described as an explosion, in the area of Bald Eagle
Drive (sonic boom from a jet)
and responded to the Virginia
Department of Transportation staging area near Hillcrest Heights on a report of a
person stealing gravel (VDOT
supervisor notiﬁed).
Staff also conducted 24
trafﬁc stops, issued 10 summonses, assisted four motorists, reported two deer strikes,
handled one call for trafﬁc control, investigated six
building alarms, logged 10
inmate transports and ﬁelded
two calls for animal control
service.
The Upper Lancaster
Volunteer Fire Department
responded to a request for a
Life Evac helicopter landing
zone and with the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department to an electrical ﬁre on
Merry Point Road.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles A.
Wilkins this week reported
misdemeanor charges against
10 individuals.
A Callao man, 33, was

NOW OPEN!
158 Prince St., Tappahannock
Fabrics, Notions, Patterns, Custom
Window Treatments, Slip Covers
and Local Artisans

804-443-2154

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
& take quality consignments!

CRIME SOLVERS

Fire calls

572 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone, Virginia 22578
804 435-2000

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed. & Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Thurs. & Fri. 10 am - 6 pm
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charged May 2 with failure
to appear in Northumberland County General District
Court.
A Callao woman, 53, was
charged May 3 with assault
and battery of a family
member.
A Reedville man, 29, was
charged May 25 with driving
under the inﬂuence and reckless driving.
A Burgess woman, 22, was
charged May 25 with four
counts of depriving animals
of food and water.
A Burgess man, 42, was
charged May 27 with assault
and battery and destroying
property.
A Callao man, 27, was
charged May 29 with DUI,
reckless driving, no driver’s
license and no vehicle registration.
A Callao man, 18, was
charged May 25 on a Westmoreland County warrant for
assault and battery.
A Heathsville man, 58, was
charged May 30 with breaking and entering and petit
larceny.
A Heathsville man, 24,
was charged May 30 under
a capias for a probation violation from Westmoreland
County Circuit Court.
A Reedville man, 31, was
charged June 4 with assault
and battery of a family
member.

50 EAST CHURCH
50 EAST CHURCH STREET, KILMARNOCK

ANTIQUES, COINS & COLLECTABLES
We buy scrap gold & coins
We buy silver plated items
We buy and sell sterling silver,
platinum & diamonds
We buy and sell gold & silver bullion
Buying militaria
Quality jewelry repair
at inexpensive prices
Free research & appraisals
804-435-8722
Open Monday - Friday 10 am to 5 pm
Saturday 10 am to 3:30 pm

We buy
gold
silver
& coins
Free estimate,
instant payment
www.burkesjewelers.com

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock
804-435-1302

©2011

Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported misdemeanor charges against two
individuals.
A Beach Road woman,
41, was charged May 30 with
contempt of a Chesterﬁeld
County court.
A Turner Lane man, 53,
was charged May 30 with
animal cruelty.

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

Red Tag Sale
Going on Now!

Hometown Lighting
435-0003

35 S. Main St., Kilmarnock
Mon.-Fri. 9 AM-4 PM
Sat. by appointment www.hometownlighting.com

Ceiling fan
SALE
going on all
summer long!
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Kekoka Music Festival continues to evolve
by Julia Zimmerman,
past chairman,
Kekoka Music Festival

35"3#2)"% s  
RRecord.com
Explore Cat Point Creek by water
& learn from experts about
the history and habitat

E

June 9- Kayak trip or
June 18- Canoe trip
9:30 am - 2 pm at Heritage Park Resort

Presents
“In The Good Old Summertime”
Written by Miklos Laszlo
Music by George Stoll
Directed by Mark Favazza
T

T

U
O

June 14, 15, 16 & 22, 23 & 29, 30 – Evenings
7:00pm Social Hour – 8:00pm Curtain
LD

SO

four families in three cabins
and everyone, including my
15-month-old, had a wonderful time. It was so nice to
not have to worry about the
kids and there was fun for
everyone. Plus, the bands
were amazing,” she added.
The headliner, Lelia Broussard, sang her daughter to
sleep with one of her ballads,
she said.
The Kekoka Music
Festival, a yet-to-be-trulydiscovered mid-Atlantic
concert gem, grows larger
every year due to the consistently high caliber of original
musicians. Headliners in the
past included Jonah Smith,
who’d just broken on the
national scene but honored
his contract as someone who
respects the mission of the
YMCA, and Bess Rogers,

U

whose “private concert” in the
rain last year was an event to
remember.
“It’s unprecedented to ﬁnd
this type of live music available in the Northern Neck,”
noted sound stage manager
Doug Bade.
From past year’s favorites
like The Spring Standards to
this year’s standing ovation
recipient, James Justin &
Company, the Kekoka Music
Festival is, in Bate’s own
words, “the Bomb!”
All proceeds from the
festival go towards scholarships for kids to attend Camp
Kekoka, the Peninsula Metropolitan YMCA’s only residential camp. Camp Kekoka
serves children ages 9 to 15
with a fun and healthy summertime mix of traditional
enriching camp activities and
water sports—all the while
promoting healthy spirit,
mind, and body.
“No family is ever turned
away for an inability to pay,”
noted camp director Cassie
Leichty.
The Camp Kekoka board
hosts the Kekoka Music Festival as its primary fund-raiser
and thanks Greg and Kathy
Stevens for chairing the event
and the following sponsors
for their invaluable support:
The United States Federal
Credit Union, Noblett, Ware,
and Peoples; Commonwealth
One; Chesapeake Bank;
Many ﬂocked to the water during the YMCA Kekoka Music Festival on Saturday. The 101.7 BAY FM; Xtra 99.1
warm, sunny weather showed no indication of the heavy rain from the night before. FM, and The Tide 92.3 FM.
ticket price of $25, many
made a weekend of it, setting
up elaborate tent camping villages and motorhome parks
along the forested edges of
the waterfront property.
Camp Kekoka’s rental
cabins were ﬁlled to the brim
with families and all of the
recreational facilities were
enjoyed — from kids jumping off the dock, kayaking,
canoeing, and swimming off
the beach, jumping in the
bouncy house, playing volleyball, kickball, cornhole
and soccer, ﬂying kites,
chasing dogs, and dancing to
the music — it was a day to
celebrate all that is wonderful
about pleasant living in the
Northern Neck.
“The festival was fantastic,” said Northern Neck resident Paula Milstead. “We had

O

James Justin & Company wow the crowd up close and personal with their nontraditional folk music and trio of vocal harmonies.

Seats limited, so call today!
Box lunch, beverages, kayaks and canoes provided
Sponsored by the
Northern Neck Land Conservancy
Including lunchtime speakers
$30 per person
To reserve a spot call 462-0979

LD

ven dramatic skies and
the threat of a tornado
could not dampen the enthusiasm of concert goers attending the Friday evening portion
of the Kekoka Music Festival
at Camp Kekoka on Indian
Creek last weekend.
Moved temporarily
indoors, quality musician
after musician took to the
stage in an intimate indoor
arena, playing original
acoustic folk and rock and
roll. Locals Caitlyn O’Hara
and Mark Favazza began the
session, followed by Christine Whitaker Wiggins, the
MSG Acoustic Blues Trio,
and ﬁnally Virginia favorite
Mercy Creek—playing what
they describe as aggressive
folk rock and earthy edgy
music.
For Saturday’s seven bandsin-one-day lineup, the stars
aligned, the skies cleared,
and summertime recreation
became the backdrop for
a fantastic afternoon and
evening of live music from
regional and nationally
known acts.
Taking full advantage of
Camp Kekoka’s waterfront
pier and protected anchorages
on Indian Creek, folks arrived
by sail and motor boat, while
many arrived by motorhome
and car. Although concert
goers were encouraged to
come and go as they pleased
for the reasonable weekend
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July 1 – Matinee
2:00pm Social Hour – 3:00pm Curtain
$20 for Adults
At The Lancaster Playhouse in White Stone
Prepaid Reservations Required
Call 435-3776
Visit lancasterplayers.org

Photo by Shannon Rice

Now
Open!
16 Town Centre Drive
Kilmarnock

www.riverlanesandgrill.com
Hours: 11a.m. - 11p.m. Monday - Thursday
11a.m. - 12 a.m. Friday & Saturday
11a.m. - 5p.m. Sunday
Call: 804-436-9004 For Bowling
Call: 804-436-9221 For the Restaurant

Thank you to everyone who came out to our opening!
Available for events and birthday parties!
Come try Chef Ron Rhodus’ exciting new menu!
Leagues forming now, summer league starts June 18

+ILMARNOCK s 6IRGINIA

Women of St. Francis discuss antiques
KILMARNOCK—
On May 21, local historian and noted antiques
expert Henry Lane Hull
addressed the Women of
St. Francis de Sales at
the White Stone riverside
home of Alice Slember
during their final meeting
of the year
After a brief business
meeting and luncheon,
Hull gave an informative
presentation on “what
makes an antique,” said
Chris Mills. After the
presentation, Hull lent
his expertise in evaluating articles brought by From left are Helen Dillon, Mary John Payne, Adele Harwood, Tonie Youmans, Rene
the Women of St. Francis Sica, Frances Bacon, Shirley Galo, Alice Slember, Henry Hull, Janet Rice and Shirley
Martin.
members.

Chesapeake Bay Garden
Club presents annual awards
REEDVILLE—At the
May 22 meeting of the
Chesapeake Bay Garden
Club, Jennifer Boyenga, an
accredited National Flower
Show Judge, demonstrated
to members ﬁve historic
ﬂoral arrangements from
the Georgian period of
1714 to 1820. Five lucky
winners went home with
the designs, reported publicity co-chairman Liz
Campbell.
Porcelain
containers
were popular then, so the
club design was “Porcelain Classics,” a traditional
mass design, said Campbell.
Ribbons were awarded
for novice design to Veda
Watts, red;
advanced,
Wonda Allain, blue and
Best in Show; Joan Clements, red; Dody Douglas,

From left, Lorraine Van Wickler assists Jennifer Boyenga
as she prepares for her demonstration.

blue; Carol Medlin, blue;
Lorraine Van Wickler,
blue; any other: Sharon
Lemke, blue; and Charlotte
Spears, blue.
Also presented were
awards to those earning
the most points during

Museum lends diorama to
Stratford Hall Plantation
MONTROSS—Stratford
Hall Plantation, a national
historic
landmark
and
home of Robert E. Lee,
recently requested a loan
of the diorama “Action at
Camden” from Irvington’s
Steamboat Era Museum.
This is a 4-foot-by-8-foot
diorama depicting the shelling of Camden by steamdriven gunboats passing
along the Rappahannock
River during the Civil
War. At the far end of the
diorama, one can view an
encampment at A.P. Hill,
which was located miles
away from Camden.
This encampment portion illustrates the use of the
newly invented Whitworth
cannon which showed a
remarkably accurate projectory of nearly three miles.
The diorama was designed
by George Frayne of Reedville and constructed by
master
model
makers
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Frayne, Bill Wright and Bob
Butler for the Steamboat Era
Museum’s 2007-08 “Bay at
War” exhibit.
“We are pleased to share
exhibit pieces our museum
has created and proud that
a national historic site recognizes the caliber of the
work,” said executive director Terri Thaxton.

Correction
The Rappahannock Garden
Club went native on Thursday, May 10. The club hosted
a panel of experts from the
Northern Neck Native Plant
Society.
By error, the Record previously reported the Kilmarnock
Garden Club went native.

the garden club year. First
place went to Douglas,
second place to Barbara
Yinger, third place to Clements and the novice award
went to Roz Messing.
Horticulture results for
the month were Diane
Cichowicz, six blue, six
red, a yellow; A.C. Davis,
four blue; Elaine Price, 17
blue, a red, Best in Show
for her Japanese Fern;
Jacque Armentrout four

blue; Allain, 13 blue, three
red, two yellow; Lemke,
a blue, a red; Clements,
two blue; Douglas, four
blue, two red; Van Wickler,
eight blue, a red; Sharon
Jachimski, ﬁve blue, a red.
Cumulative horticulture
awards results were ﬁrst
place, Van Wickler: second,
Lien Groenwald: and third,
Diane Cichowicz.
Club president Clements
honored Douglas with the
Frances C. Biddlecomb
“spirit” award given annually to a member giving an
outstanding contribution
to the club. Douglas was
honored primarily for her
excellent work as the club
webmaster, said Campbell.
Three life memberships
in the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs also
were presented. Honorees
were Judy Becker, Susan
E. Moore and Maryalyce
Johnsen, she said. Two
more members will be
honored in September.

2 pc Short sets $24.99
2 pc Dress sets $5 off marked price
3 pc Shirt, Tie & Hanky sets $19.99
Necktie sets $5.00 and up
Polo shirts 2 for $20.00
Cargo Shorts $14.99 and up
Other specials throughout the store!
June 7-11
Reserve online, pick up in store.
Save time by reserving that car
or truck part and have it waiting
for your at your local NAPA
store. With more than 422,000
items, NAPA AUTO PARTS
wants you to get the quality
parts you need ------quickly ----- at a store that’s convenient
for you.
Visit NAPAOnline.com to
search that online database and
get started today!

Switch to
®
Nationwide
and save.
Contact us about available discounts
on your auto insurance.
Doug Wilt

John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock

(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477

©2008-2011 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance
Company. Home office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are
federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer nonNationwide homeowners insurance products only in FL.

 

Attention
Antique furniture for Sale
3581 Weems Road
Sunday, June 10th 1-3pm
Items include Chippendale loveseat, Wing chair
with ottoman, Thomas Von Fonge farm table, (6)
ladderback chairs, painted dry sink, large oriental
rugs, oak drop leaf table & more!
Call 804-436-3479 for more information!

TopHighDquality,
og Pet Grooming
caring & compassionate
grooming for over 20 years.
We groom and clip small dogs at your door!
– Available Monday & Friday only –
All other grooming available Tues., Wed. & Thurs.

804-725-4831 or 804-366-6429

All-you-can-Eat
and Drink!

Food begins
at 3 p.m.

FAIRFIELDS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
1ST ANNUAL

Now through June 16

10% Off

SUBSCRIBE

The Jeanery
40 Irvington Rd. Kilmarnock
804-435-7053

Pig Pickin’ On The Point
Saturday, June 9
Buzzard Point Marina, Reedville
Volleyball and corn hole tournaments
and mechanical bull begin at 12 noon
$* +EITH O"IER  NOON  PMs 3WEET *USTICE   PM
$* #HAD 2OCK   PM s (ONKEY 4ONK (EROES  PM -IDNIGHT
$

40 per person

Tickets available at: Tomlin & Keyser Land Surveyors,
,ILIAN ,UMBER #O *ETTS (ARDWARE OR ANY MEMBER
For more information and to register for the volleyball and
corn hole tournaments call Phillip Keyser 804-453-4100
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CommunityForum

Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

Focal Point

YOUR LETTERS
It’s up to the
students as well

In the recent article
entitled
“Northumberland
receives
little input in
by Robert Mason Jr.
superintendent search,” Gail
June is ofﬁcially here.
Haynie expresses her conUnofﬁcially it’s the marriage
cerns “about the number of
month.
children at risk of not gradFor those who are just
uating, particularly Africandying to know, I’m not getAmerican students.” I share
ting married this month.
her concern.
For those who are, I have
She then goes on to sugsome unofﬁcial advice.
gest that it is our teachers,
For some odd reason, no
who fall short, and who
one ever consults me regardshould be held responsible
ing their wedding plans,
for this “at-risk” group of
or marriage goals. When
seniors at Northumberland
it comes to marriage, or
High School. She is quoted
divorce, I can speak from
as saying: (1) there should
experience.
be “an emphasis on training
If you are asking my
of our teachers and working
Hummingbird buffet!
advice, I recommend two
with a diverse population,”
resources.
Photo by Nadege Watson (2) that there should be
This applies to ﬁrst-time
increased parental involvebrides and grooms, those who
ment, and (3) Mr. Stables
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and
may be entering the ring for
should be succeeded by a
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subanother round, or even those
superintendent, who is “creject
line
Focal
Point.
who have been happily marative in trying to get parenried for years and are now
tal involvement” and busirenewing their vows.
ness partnerships.
The best resource for mariConspicuously absent in
tal advice is the Bible.
by Anne Long McClintock Ms. Haynie’s assessment is
There are numerous pasany emphasis on personal
sages throughout the Old and Isolation on the Neck
responsibility and individNew Testaments that apply
We’ve all heard people say they wished we could return to
ual effort on the part of the
to marriage—before, during
the ‘good old days.’Yet, after the Civil War, devastation and
student. In my experience as
and after.
poverty made for difﬁcult days.
a psychologist and having
To get you started, for:
As the years passed, however, and steamboat development
served as a part-time cols ! KEY TO A HAPPY MARadvanced, our isolated Northern Neck began to experience
lege professor in two comriage, read Proverbs 5:18-20. prosperity. During the 1880s steamboats brought the era of
munity college systems, stus 7HY TWO ARE BETTER THAN
dent failure is almost always
better days…back to life.
one, Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.
associated with a lack of
The Northern Neck was set apart because we were surs %NJOYING LIFE TOGETHER
effort on the part of the sturounded by water. Then, if you had to make a trip off land,
Ecclesiastes 9:9.
dent with the compounding
some kind of watercraft
s 4HE BEST MOST INTENSE
inﬂuence of their having
was needed, even if it was
The Northern
love story ever written, the
received “B’s” and “”C’s”
a little skiff. There were
Song of Solomon.
that are undeserved.
no cars and trucks—horse
Neck was set apart
s !N EXPLANATION OF THE
The teachers I have
drawn wagons, carriages
relationship of husband and
known in Northumberland
and buggies were the mode because we were
wife, 1 Corinthians 11:2-16.
High School work very
of travel. Luckily, steamsurrounded by
s 4HE ROLE OF HUSBAND AND
hard. Ms. Haynie does them
boats from Baltimore travwife, Ephesians 5:21-33.
a disservice in suggesting
eled the Chesapeake Bay
water. Then, if you
The other resource is
that they are insufﬁciently
and entwined the lives of
a compilation of some of
creative and implying that
those in the Northern Neck had to make a trip
the best love (or love gone
with the larger world. Our
off land, some kind the former superintendent
wrong) songs ever written:
did not work hard enough to
economics and social life
of watercraft was
“In Spite of Ourselves,” by
secure parental involvement.
expanded.
John Prine.
She also does a disservice to
The steamboats (someneeded, even if it
On this CD, Prine teams
the poorly motivated high
times called white packets)
up for duets to some of his
school student in providing
stopped at small towns and was a little skiff.
favorite country songs and,
an excuse for their lack of
at villages where there was
or course, a few he wrote,
effort and being “at risk.”
a wharf. To further encourincluding the title track, with age commerce and travel,
She would deny them the
Iris DeMent.
rude awakening they need.
some steamship owners built wharves for their boats along
I recommend this song for the rivers. As the result, the little farms grew to larger ones
What better time to get it
everyone involved in a relawith their produce shipped to distant towns and cities. Canner- than now, when they are at
tionship with someone who
the threshold of adulthood?
ies were established closer to wharves, and crabs and oysters
Andrew J. Billups, Psy.D.
doesn’t always see the world
harvested in the Northern Neck made their way to the general
White Stone
as you do.
stores that became the shipping agents.
On other tracks, Prine sings
Baltimore became the place to visit for business, for shopwith Connie Smith, Lucinda
ping, entertainment and emergency visits to the hospital or
Independence
Williams, Trisha Yearwood,
to catch a train and further travel. Women from the Northern
is subject
Melba Montgomery, Emmy- Neck shopped at major department stores and returned home
lou Harris, Dolores Keane,
with the latest fashions. Visiting the theater became a popular
to regulation
Patty Loveless and Fiona
pastime. Young people from our isolated area were able to
Prine.
attend schools of higher learning and often came back to make
A regulation is a law or rule
You don’t have to be mara good life at home.
meant to adjust, direct or conried, or even contemplating
On Mondays, The Baltimore Sun arrived by mail boat or
trol conduct.
marriage, to fall in love with
steamship in the Northern Neck. The newspaper, read and
According to the U.S.
this CD.
shared among neighbors and businesses, brought knowledge
Executive Ofﬁce of Manage“In spite of ourselves
of the outside world to people here.
ment and Budget, “ The conWe’ll end up sittin’ on a
Following the First World War, roads were much improved
sequence of the long history
rainbow
and the Downing Bridge at Tappahannock opened in 1927
of U.S. regulatory activities is
Against all odds
which made travel to our capital in Richmond much easier.
that federal regulations now
Honey, we’re the big door
Then the ﬁerce storm of 1933 hit and destroyed so many
affect virtually all individuprize.
landings. The era of steamboat travel and commerce began to
als, businesses, state, local
We’re gonna spite the noses wane. Trends were changing. The Northern Neckers gradually and tribal governments, and
right off of our faces
missed the white packets, but welcomed the idea of cars and
other organizations in virtuThere won’t be nothin’ but trucks to carry on the business of living here.
ally every aspect of their lives
big old hearts
We’ve so many stories to tell at the Steamboat Era Museum or operations.
Dancin’ in our eyes.”
in Irvington. You may want to learn more about The Last Run!
It bears emphasis that regu-

Steamboat Stories

June 7, 2012
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

lations themselves are authorized by and derived from law.
No regulation is valid unless
the department or agency is
authorized by Congress to
take the action in question.”
Since President Obama took
ofﬁce, he and his bureaucrats
have issued an unprecedented
8,000-plus new regulations at
an annual cost to American
citizens and business of $1.2
trillion. Small wonder American business is not expanding,
hiring or investing.
A follower of man-made
global warming theory, President Obama has ordered the
EPA to issue and enforce a
new regulatory assault on
coal-ﬁred electric plants that
raises their costs to the point
they will either be forced to
shut down or pass the expense
onto the consumer, thereby,
fulﬁlling his promise in 2008
“that electricity costs will necessarily skyrocket under my
administration.”
The founders of our nation
believed that regulation was
subordinate to independence
and innovation. President
Obama believes in exploiting crisis and fear to exercise more regulations, which
creates greater control and
dependence— which does
not encourage independence,
innovation, or the prosperity
of the nation as a whole.
Is President Obama using
these new regulations to
foment a crisis, to gain even
more power and control for his
unsustainable, unrealistic and
unaffordable green agenda– or
is it something else?
Matt W. Johnston,
Morattico

Got new ideas?
The Republicans ﬁnally
have what they want: a
slowing down of the economic recovery. They have
worked so hard to make
this happen and expect to
be congratulated with votes
come November.

They are practicing a
“block and blame technique” using the ﬁlibuster
and any other means to stop
any and all efforts to get us
moving again. Obama has
been trying to create jobs
in infrastructure and shortterm investment in clean
energy. The Republicans
will have none of it. They
also have made a circus out
of the debt ceiling. Then
they blame the president for
not doing anything.
There continues to be
a hue and cry to give the
wealthy all the tax breaks
because they are the “job
creators.” Actually the
wealthiest top percent
spend a smaller percentage
of their income than middle
and lower income people
do. Job creators are those
people who spend a larger
percentage of their income.
We have been living in
the “trickle down” mode
for years now, shoveling
income up to the top one
percent of the country. So
where is that trickle down?
What we need now is
more short-term government spending to get some
money out there. After that,
we can pay down the debt.
And by the way, giving a
shot in the arm by the government does not make us
a socialist country. That is
over-used and tired rhetoric.
If austerity is such a great
idea why are so many countries that have tried it doing
so poorly? I really wonder
if this is about deﬁcit and
debts as much as it is about
dismantling social programs like Social Security
and Medicare.
We need new ideas, but
I haven’t seen any coming
from the right lately. Just
more of the failed Bush
prescription.
Mary L. Lay,
Kilmarnock

Ellis to address Virginia
voting laws and procedures
Garry Ellis of the State
Board of Elections will speak
June 25 on registration and
election day requirements
for Virginia voters. The presentation, sponsored by the
Lancaster County Democratic Committee, will take
place at 7 p.m. at the Bank of
Lancaster northside branch
in Kilmarnock.
As National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) coordinator responsible for ensuring uniformity in voter registration policy and procedures
throughout Virginia, Ellis
regularly conducts training
sessions for Local General
Registrars and Designated
State Registration Agencies.
He also is a founding
member of the “Rolling 4
Freedom Project” whose
mission, he says, is “not
only to educate the community about voter registration
but the restoration of rights

process as well.” This group
holds community events
throughout central Virginia
to assist ex-offenders in
completing and submitting
Restoration of Rights applications. During the past ﬁve
years, the Rolling 4 Freedom
Project has assisted hundreds
of ex offenders apply for and
obtain restoration of their
civil rights, said Ellis.
His presentation will cover
the “ins and outs of voting
policy and procedures –
everything you want to know
and more, to ensure that
everyone entitled to register
and vote in the fall elections
can do so,” said Lancaster
Democratic Committee chair
Jan Smith.
The meeting is open to
all who want a better understanding of how the new
voting law will affect registration and voter identiﬁcation at the polls.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his coming weekend marks the 60th
anniversary of the Potomac River Festival at Colonial Beach. The event began
as a celebration of Flag Day on June 14th,
with a view towards getting the summer
season off with a rousing ﬂourish. Today,
as in the beginning, the three days remain
the Beach’s signature happening.
Colonial Beach began as a vacation spot
for Washingtonians, who came and left by
steamboat. They arrived Friday evenings,
and departed on Sunday afternoons. To
meet the tourists’ needs, entrepreneurs
built great Victorian hotels, many of
which overlooked the wide expanse of the
Potomac River from the boardwalk.
Those who wanted their own quarters
built mansions along The Front, as the
Potomac side of the peninsula was known,
or on the back overlooking Monroe Bay,
across the waters of which the ﬁfth President of the United States was born. The
most famous of the mansions was that
of Union Army General Ambrose Burnside. The second owner of the house was
Alexander Melville Bell, the audiologist,
who was the father of Alexander Graham
Bell.
The younger Bell purchased a square
block overlooking Monroe Bay and built
a large frame summer residence for vacation use by the hearing-impaired children he was treating. On one occasion
he brought the young Helen Keller to the

One early restaurant on
the Boardwalk offered free
hard-shell crabs, all you
could eat, with the purchase of a draft beer. All of
the proprietors of the hotels
and restaurants knew that
they had three months to
make their living for the
entire year, and competition was keen.
Beach.
Washingtonians started going to the
Beach in the 1880s, and the town was
incorporated in 1892. The land was platted from property that once belonged to
General Lighthorse Harry Lee, and the
18th-century mansion he owned became
the center of The Colonial Beach Hotel,
the town’s greatest structure.
All of the hotels operated on the American Plan, meaning that three meals a
day were included with the price of the
room. One early restaurant on the Boardwalk offered free hard-shell crabs, all you

could eat, with the purchase of a draft
beer. All of the proprietors of the hotels
and restaurants knew that they had three
months to make their living for the entire
year, and competition was keen.
The Beach’s most persistent promoter
was Mary Costello Cahill, who operated
The Breakers, a double-towered Victorian
hotel with a huge dining porch between
the two buildings. A single mother, she
raised and educated her two sons through
college and law school from what she
earned as an hotelier at the Beach.
In 1907, she took the steamboat to Norfolk and leased a large hotel to celebrate
the 300th anniversary of Jamestown. On
that escapade she was not as successful
as with her Beach ventures, and thereafter she spent the winter months in Washington preparing for the summer season
at the Beach, where for three months
she was the acknowledged queen of the
town.
Unfortunately, the Beach that she
knew did not survive until our time. In
1961, the western half of her beloved
The Breakers was torn down, meeting a
fate that had befallen many of the other
great old venues, such as The Ambassador, The Linwood House, and Walcott’s
Hotel. Alexander Graham Bell’s own
home remains overlooking the Potomac,
but his home for the children also fell to
the “progress” of the 1950s.

The most calamitous loss came in 1984
when The Colonial Beach Hotel, including the central mansion, was razed. The
crest of land on which it stood is still
vacant, and a modern motel stands on the
corner of the property where the Pavilion
once was the town dance hall.
In the late 1940s gambling, in the form
of slot machines, came with the building of offshore piers that crossed the low
water mark, which is the Maryland state
line. Money poured in, but in the process
the town lost its distinctive character. In
addition after World War I, better roads
were built to the Chesapeake Beach area,
thereby cutting into the Beach’s tourist
trade. Finally, in 1952 the Chesapeake
Bay Bridge opened at Annapolis, making
Ocean City and the rest of the Atlantic
coast of Maryland and Delaware more
accessible to Washingtonians.
The Golden Age of Colonial Beach
was from 1890 to 1920, followed by the
Silver Age from 1920 to 1950. Had more
of the architecture of those periods survived to the present, the Beach would be
one of the dominant Victorian towns on
the Eastern Seaboard. We often think of
the Northern Neck as being known for
its splendid 18th-century architecture,
so much of which has survived. For that
relatively brief period of the late 19th and
ﬁrst half of the 20th centuries, the Beach
made it a Victorian gem as well.
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Preakness Party attendance and
gross proceeds are highest ever
BALLS NECK—More
than 450 guests—some 100
more than previous highs—
took advantage of expanded
accommodations, additional
chefs’ tables and wine service, plus the most compelling array of auction items
ever, at the May 19 Preakness Party.
The eighth annual celebration beneﬁts the Rappahannock Community College
Educational
Foundation
(RCC/EFI). It was held on
the waterfront grounds of
“Gascony,” the Northumberland County home of Christopher Newport University
president and former Sen.
Paul Trible and his wife,
Rosemary, reported public
information and marketing
manager Tom Martin. The
gala netted over $60,000.
Meanwhile guests watched
as “I’ll Have Another” won
the Preakness Stakes.
Guests were welcomed
by RCC president Dr. Elizabeth H. “Sissy” Crowther
and RCC/EFI board president Chip Minor, with special remarks by Paul Trible
and Rep. Rob Wittman. Dr.
Crowther took a moment to
offer a special acknowledgment to the late Steve Tallent, who, along with his
wife, Martha, ﬁrst conceived
the idea for the annual event,
said Martin.
Rafﬂe sales, auction bidding and generous sponsorship donations from Bank
of Lancaster & Bay Trust
Company, the Charles E.
and Claire V. Sutcliffe Education Trust, Chesapeake
Bank & Chesapeake Investment Group, EVB Bank,
Union First Market Bank,
and Wells Fargo Advisors,
as well as a number of private donors, all contributed
to the success of the fundraiser, he said.
“These funds will go to
the RCC Educational Foundation to support its mission
of providing student scholarships, professional development opportunities for RCC
faculty and staff, support
staff activities, and other
educational programs,” said
dean of college advancement Vic Clough.
In eight years, the
party has netted well over
$400,000.
Signature gourmet food
creations were prepared and
donated by 12 leading area
chefs, all members of the
“Order of the Five Gulls,”
an honorary society that recognizes outstanding chefs
and restaurants throughout
RCC’s 12-county service
region, said Martin.
Participating
chefs
included Jackie Brown
of Carried Away Cuisine;
Thomas Pearson of County
Seat at Hughlett’s Tavern;
Donald Marvin of Eckhard’s
Restaurant; Maria Cota of
Java Jack’s Coffee House
and Restaurant; Adam Ginsberg of Lancaster Tavern;
Nate Myers of Nate’s Trick
Dog Café; David Coontz of
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury; Joe Merolli
of Seven Martini Bar and
Restaurant; Jamie Atwood
of Steamboat Restaurant
at Piankatank River Golf
Club; Benedicte Merian of
Stratford Hall; T. V. Flynn of
Tides Inn; and Gabriel Gillette of Tommy’s.
Virginia wines were
poured by Belle Mount
Winery, Good Luck Cellars
and Ingleside Vineyards.
Strings & Things provided
music.
More than 140 items—
including original artwork,
jewelry, exotic vacations and
cruises, a crab feast hosted
by Crowther, and a tour
of the U.S. Capitol building with Rep. Wittman—
were donated by generous
individuals, organizations
and companies. Volunteers
from Bank of Lancaster,
Chesapeake Bank, EVB and
Union First Market Bank
kept things moving briskly
at the silent auction tables
and the race rafﬂe table.
Area merchants providing
services and items either
gratis or at reduced rates
included ARTon Products,
Barbour Printing, Hometown Rentals, Lilian Lumber
Company, W. C. Lowery,
Inc., Minter Golf Carts, and
River Birch.
Also deserving thanks
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Bayway Daylily Garden
10% off
Open Weekends
or call for appointment
273 Pine Tree Point Drive
Burgess, VA
453-6827 or 761-0164

EIGHT LIVES USED UP!

Guests at the Preakness Party eagerly bid on the intriguing auction items at the May
19 event, which netted over $60,000.

are perennial master of ceremonies and radio personality Jon Stallard of WRAR
radio in Tappahannock, and
returning auctioneer Manuel
Haynie, assisted by his wife,
Joanne.
Preakness Party planning
committee chairman Ginny
Ritter, assisted by former
chairman Pamela Wiseman, praised the combined
efforts of the hard-working
and highly effective volunteer committee. This group
included RCC/EFI board
members Chalie “Cookie”
Fleet, Carolyn Lemon, and
Martha Tallent, plus nonboard members Lila Brent,
Hilary Derby, Helen Dillon,
Peggy Fleming, Joyce Gunderson, Kathy Humphries,
Bob Jackson, Elizabeth
Miller, “Skeeter” and Betty
Penley, Paula and Rob Ransone, Carolyn Roy, Marguerite Slaughter and Joan
and Dean Sumner.
RCC staff members
who provided assistance
included
Sue
Broad-

dus, Leslie Smith, Dave
Newsome, Joe Wolski,
Brad Lewis, Chris Balderson, Carolyn Ward, Mark
Beaver, Richard Lewter,
Wayne Charnick, Liston
Frazier, Bobby Kenner,
John Leonard, Sam Mitchell, Robbie Pearce, David
Rainier, Brenda Levere,
Wilma Tynes, Upward

Bound students, Margaret Lawyer, Cherie Carl,
Sherika Charity, Marlene
Cralle, David Keel, Ava
Lewis, Petie Norris, Jackie
Nunnery, Martha Rest,
Christine Stamper, Ed
Rest, Clough Sharon Drotleff, Sandy Baum, Leslie
Franklin and Anthony
Washington.

These darling deserving cats need homes
immediately. We cannot continue
to board them much longer.
Time is running out. Add some love to
your life or more love to your life and
adopt one of these precious felines.

Schubert
Young Mackerel Tabby male with personality
plus! at Kilmarnock Animal Hospital
call 435-6320

LEARN TO SAIL
ÜÌ
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Sable
Sweet 6-8 year old black female lap cat;
perfect for older owner; at Bayside Animal
Hosptial call 435-2896
Ad sponsored by Hometown Rentals
through The Animal Welfare League, 435-0822
120 Old Fairgrounds Way
Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-3424

I’m at a place in my life where:

Exercising is more importa nt
tha n trimming the hedges.

Equal Housing Opportunity © 2012 RWC

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury’s proprietary wellness program,
Fitness for Life, helps residents live longer, fuller and healthier lives. More
than 70 percent of our residents participate in classes like
Hatha Yoga and Strength & Balance to maintain and improve
endurance, balance and flexibility. To learn more, call to request
your complimentary copy of our Embrace Life Today DVD.

E mbrace life on your terms.

804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444 www.embracelifeatrwc.org 132 Lancaster Drive Irvington, Virginia 22480
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Rotary Club news
by Roy Cameron

L

From left are Foundation for Historic Christ Church
executive director Camille Bennett, president Col. Tony
Waring and recent Louise Belote Dawe award winner
John H. Hunt II.

Foundation for Historic Christ
Church hosts annual meeting
WEEMS—The Foundation for Historic Christ Church
recently held its annual meeting at the church in Weems.
Approximately 140 attendees enjoyed a presentation,
“Of Wine & Words …The
Carter Wine Legacy,” by
speaker Robert Carter, descendent Philip Carter Strother
and owner of the Philip Carter
Winery, together with ﬁve
Christ Church volunteers,
commemorating the 250th
anniversary of American wine
and the Carter legacy of winemaking in Virginia.
Strother and volunteers
Michael Bombay, Michael
Buckley-Sharp, Robert Lumsden, Donal McGonegal and
Shep Speight spoke the words
of Robert Carter, his sons, the
colonial Virginia Assembly,
and the British Royal Society for the Encouragement of
Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce, ﬁrst about wine from
Europe and then about wine
from Virginia, reported publicity chairman Marilyn Hedges.
In 1762, Charles Carter
shipped two bottles of his wine
to the Royal Society, which
unanimously awarded the
Society’s gold medal to Carter
for “… his care and industry to
promote the purposes of this
Society in the British Colonies.”
The presentation then fastforwarded to 2008, when the

Philip Carter Winery was
established in Hume and 1,800
vines were planted on the
Philip Carter estate in remembrance of the 1,800 vines that
Charles Carter grew in the
1700s, said Hedges.
In 2009, The Royal Society
of the Arts, UK, declared that
wines from these vines were
“of the same high caliber as
that which was recognized by
their peers 250 years ago.”
In February 2012, the Virginia GeneralAssembly passed
a joint resolution commending
the Carter family on the occasion of its 250th anniversary of
the ﬁrst internationally recognized wines produced in 1762,
she said.
At the annual meeting,
foundation president Col. Tony
Waring presented the Louise
Belote Dawe Award to John H.
Hunt II, for more than 25 years
of service. Waring noted that
John Hunt served as treasurer,
vice president and president of
the foundation, recruited individuals and business and community leaders, and managed
the foundation through the
fundraising and construction
phases of the 50th anniversary
site improvement plan.
Following the meeting,
attendees were invited to a light
supper and a book signing by
Richard Leahy, author of Jefferson’s Vines: The Evolution
of Quality Wine in Virginia.

inking Hope and Help
Inc. (The Link) is a partnership of churches and service agencies in Lancaster
and Northumberland counties
functioning as a central information and referral service for
residents of the two counties.
The Link began operations
January 1 with a mission to
improve the quality of lives in
a manner that builds self-reliance and meets the hardships
and challenges in people’s
lives, president Tom Coye
recently told members of the
Northern Neck Rotary Club.
Typically an individual in
need will contact a church for
assistance with an immediate problem. The pastor must,
through interview and limited
investigation, determine the
need and ability of his/her
church to provide some assistance.
“Paying the bill” without
addressing the underlying
causes leads to yet another
crisis when another bill comes
due, said Coye.
The Link was born from an
open meeting of concerned
citizens and charities two years
ago. The idea emerged and a
period of some 18 months was
required to formulate and provide structure to the organization that became The Link.
Coye also used a schematic
graph which outlined how the
Link process functions.
Basically, a person in need
contacts a charity, church or
agency. That entity refers the
individual to The Link. The
Link’s personnel identify the
need(s), verify the information submitted and assist the
person to develop a self-sufﬁciency plan, explained Coye.
The Link then locates assistance with one or more community resources best suited
to address the individual’s
needs, he said. The Link follows up with the client in
2-4 months to ascertain how
the individual is progressing
along the self-sufﬁciency plan
and makes modiﬁcations as
may be required.

Garden Club maintains Blue Star Memorial
The
Rappahannock
Garden Club continues celebrating 50 years with a commitment to community.
The Blue Star Memorial
located on Mary Ball Road in
Lancaster was planted with
red, white and blue ﬂowers
in time for Memorial Day,
reported publicity chairman
Margie Redlin.
The National Garden
Club Inc. started the Memo- The Blue Star Memorial
rial Program shortly after
World War II as a tribute to America, said Redlin. Blue
the armed forces that have Star Memorials can be seen
defended the United States of along highways throughout

the country.
The
Rappahannock
Garden Club sponsors the
marker and maintains the
memorial garden, she said.
The club will meet at 1
p.m. June 14 at Grace Episcopal Church in Kilmarnock.
Kelly J. Liddington will present “Kill ‘em Dead the Right
Way.” The public is invited.
Contact president Ann Burgess at 435-3320.News

JEWELRY
FACTS
BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN
For her coronation in 1762, Catherine
the Great of Russia ordered a crown with 4,936
diamonds of various sizes, totalling 2,858 carats.
It also carried 763 carats in matched pearls.
The Orloff diamond, 189.6 carats was set in her
scepter.
Our jewels are somewhat more modest
but just as beautiful. For yourself or as a gift,
see our collection of diamonds and other ﬁne
jewelry.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
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Services in Lancaster Tuesdays and Thursdays.
In the ﬁrst four months of
operation, they had met with
and enrolled 176 individuals,
said Coye. Funds are provided
by its 19 partner organizations, individuals, businesses
and others who can assist in
the project.
Individuals or organizations may contact The Link
for information or assistance
at 480-0394, or thelink2012@
yahoo.com.

Tom Coye

Rappahannock Concert Association, Inc.
Announces the 30th Anniversary Season
2012-2013 Concert Series
Saturday, September 29, 7:30 p.m.
Thomas Pandolﬁ, Piano Virtuoso
Saturday, October 20, 7:30 p.m.
Jeff Little Trio, Conversant with Traditional Jazz,
Old Time, Country, Bluegrass
Saturday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.
Brooks Tegler Big Band Salutes
The Glenn Miller AAF Band of WW2
Monday, March 11, 7:30 p.m.
Trio Con Brio Copenhagen
Classical Piano, Violin & Cello
Sunday, April 14, 2:00 p.m.
Duquesne University’s Tamburitzans
Based on the exciting music, songs and dances of Eastern Europe
Season subscriptions
Adult $75 L Student $10
Individual Reserved Seat $100
For additional information
Website: www.rappahannockconcerts.org
Phone: Jan Redfern 804-472-3396

Four Good Pets!
Aiden
2 yr old male, shepherd/terrier mix

Clarence and Marjorie Doggett
would like to announce the
graduation of their grandchildren.
Brother and sister, sharing a special
day together. Jamar Oliver graduated from Youngstown State University
and Whitney Mitchell graduated from
Virginia State University. We love you
and we are so proud of you!
Keep up the good work!

Stacey Evans is The Link’s
administrator and as an individual who twice in her life
was in a position where she
needed assistance, she is intimately aware of the situations
in a person’s life where assistance is needed.
Coye said Evans told the
board during the interview
process that in her dilemma
she realized a plan was needed
to bring her out of the situation
causing the crisis. Each time a
person returns for assistance,
the plan is reviewed with a
challenge to “get your life in
order.”
The Link also provides
resources to assist the individual in mastering the skills
needed to make and work the
plan to achieve independence.
Coye said this approach combines the joy of giving with
the expectation of accountability.
The Link’s budget of
$19,000 provides funding
for a part-time employee, the
administrator and ofﬁce supplies. The administrator operates from First Baptist Church
in Heathsville, Mondays and
Wednesdays and Lancaster
County Department of Social

Georgia
8 mo. Old female,
yellow lab mix

Our kennels are full – and they
all are seeking a loving home!

B.G.
young tri-color male
beagle mix

Lita
1 year old female
beagle mix

Northumberland County Animal Shelter 11703 Northumberland Highway Heathsville, VA 22473
Mail: P.O. Box 131 Wicomico Church VA 22579 Adoptions Wed & Sat 10-2 Adopt a Shelter Pet!

