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Northumberland
officials propose
a 3-cent tax hike
by Shannon Rice
HEATHSVILLE—The
Northumberland board of supervisors
on Thursday, June 7, will conduct a public hearing on a proposed 2012-13 budget totaling
$36,061,360, requiring an increase
of 3 cents per $100 of assessed
value in the real estate tax rate.
The hearing is set for 7 p.m. in
the courts building at 39 Judicial
Place in Heathsville.
As prepared by county administrator
Kenneth Eades, the budget
A roll call of 139 deceased military service men and women associated with Bethel-Emmanuel Charge
was read during the 23rd annual Bethel-Emmanuel Methodist Men’s Memorial Day service. A wreath total is $976,772 more than the
was laid in honor of all servicemen and guest speaker William H. Evans of Lancaster County delivered current year. A real estate tax rate
of 43 cents per $100 of valuation
a message entitled “Never Forget.” Photo by Shannon Rice
has been advertised.
The estimated beginning general fund balance is $6,400,000, up
$100,000 from the current year.
Revenue estimates include
$16,165,628 from general propany Lancaster County residents and visitors attended Memorial Day services on Monday, May 28.
erty taxes and $3,515,675 from
Some folks attended more than one ceremony. The observances were at 9 a.m. at Bethel United
other local sources. Revenue from
Methodist Church near Lively, at 11 a.m. at Christ Church near Weems and at 2 p.m. at White Marsh
state and federal sources is down
Church near Brookvale.
$672,881 for a total of $9,967,057.
Participants and congregations included veterans, families and friends who have lost loved ones who
Estimated expenditures of
died while serving in the Armed Forces of the United States of America.
$30,164,784 are up 1% and
include $16,223,631 for education,
$1,589,597 for general government administration, $4,078,608
for public safety and $3,200,140
for health and welfare.
Thanks largely to the county
courts building debt being paid
off this year, proposed expenditures for capital projects total
$2,460,331, a decrease of $96,645
from the current year. Health and
welfare expenditure estimates
show a decrease of $586,137.
Eades projects $5,896,576 as the
general fund balance at the end of
the year.

Lancaster remembers
M

One major aspect affecting
the budget is the Virginia General Assembly’s action requiring
county employees to begin contributing 5% more next year to
their Virginia Retirement System
(VRS) accounts. It would be offset
by 5% salary increases from the
county, all next year or gradually
over the next ﬁve years.
Northumberland’s
budget
includes funds to award the entire
increase in 2013.
“I looked at staggering the VRS
versus doing it all at once and the
difference came out to $7,882
(more). If you staggered it, we’d
have four different types of reporting. Any new employee has to do
the full amount. Then you have
plan 1, plan 2 and the staggered
plan. It’s going to be a bookkeeping nightmare,” said Eades to the
board of supervisors during a May
24 work session.
Chairman Ronnie Jett did not
attend the session.
In regards to trimming the
budget, Eades informed the supervisors that almost $300,000 in line
items could be cut if need be, thus
reducing the real estate tax rate
hike by 1 cent.
“A lot of them are small numbers, but some of them you may
not even want to consider,” advised
Eades.
Among the potential line item
cuts are professional services and
fuel costs for the sheriff’s department, a building and zoning vehicle, and an increase in animal control operating expenses.
The board anticipates adoption
of a budget at its June 14 meeting.

Lee is appointed to vacant
District 4 seat in Lancaster
by Audrey Thomasson

Retired U.S. Army 1st Lt. Agnes Liddell Lee of the Military Ofﬁcers Association of America (MOAA)
Northern Neck Chapter and retired U.S. Army Sgt. Major Gaylon Gonyea of American Legion Post 117
helped place the wreath at the alter during the 20th annual Memorial Day Service at Christ Church
near Weems. The service was sponsored by the MOAA Northern Neck Chapter, Post 117 and the
Foundation for Historic Christ Church.The guest speaker was U.S. Air Force Col. Alan R. Metzler. Photo
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

LANCASTER—William “Bill”
Lee was appointed District 4
interim supervisor May 22 during
a special session of the Lancaster
board of supervisors. He takes the
seat left vacant after the passing of
Dr. Jack S. Russell.
District 2 supervisor Ernest
Palin nominated Lee and the
motion passed 3-1 with support from chairman and District
5 supervisor Wally Beauchamp,
District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows and Palin. District 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins voted against
the motion.
Jenkins
earlier
nominated
former supervisor Louis Conway.
However, that motion failed 3-1.
Lee, who lives on Mary Ball
Road, is a retired Verizon network administrator. He works part
time as facility director at YMCA
Camp Kekoka.
He is the District 4 representative on the Lancaster County

William Lee

Economic Development Authority and is a former member of the
Lancaster Planning Commission.
According to state code, citizens in District 4 will vote for a
representative to ﬁll the remaining
three years of the term in a special
election November 6.

Northumberland receives little
input in superintendent search
by Shannon Rice

From left, Lancaster High School Air Force JROTC cadet Shawn Talley places a ﬂag for each military
veteran buried in White Marsh Cemetery as Bob Allison reads the names at Monday’s Memorial Day
service. Allison also gave a number of statistics from the Vietnam War. Sgt. Major John Wilson spoke
on America’s wars before the service moved from White Marsh Church outside to the cemetery,
where Wilson explained the signiﬁcance of each of the 15 folds of the American ﬂag. Photo by Audrey
Thomasson

More photos of Memorial Day ceremonies appear at RRecord.com.
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CLARAVILLE—The Northumberland school board has received
little advice from the public as it
seeks a successor to superintendent Clint Stables. Only a handful of citizens attended a hearing
last Tuesday regarding the desired
qualiﬁcations and goals for the
next school superintendent.
Of the few people in attendance,
only four spoke.
Gayle Haynie expressed con-
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cerns about the number of children
at risk of not graduating, particularly African-American students.
“(There should be) an emphasis on training of our teachers and
working with a diverse population,” said Haynie.
She also suggested that Stables’
successor be someone who wants
and seeks out a strong community
base that includes partnerships
with local businesses and parental
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NEWS BREAK
■ PAVING
The Virginia Department
of Transportation will continue milling and paving in the
Town of White Stone through
Saturday, June 2.
Motorists can expect delays
in the vicinity of Rappahannock and Chesapeake drives
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily,
weather permitting.
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Roadside mowing operations under way
FREDERICKSBURG—
The Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT)
recently began mowing
operations to cut vegetation and clear debris along
roadsides and ditches in the
14-county Fredericksburg
District.
From May to November,
VDOT maintains a mowing
schedule for state-maintained interstate, primary
and secondary roads.
Roads carrying higher
volumes of trafﬁc are mowed
most frequently. However,
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VDOT will mow the
roadsides of interstates and
primary roads up to three
times a year between spring
and fall. VDOT will mow
up to the right-of-way line
from the pavement’s edge,
or to the adjacent ditch.

On secondary streets,
VDOT will mow up to
twice a year, and up to nine
feet from the pavement’s
edge.
Motorists are urged
to stay alert for mobile
mowing
operations

taking place throughout
the region. When drivers encounter a mowing
or litter collection work
zone, they are urged to
reduce speed, stay alert
and follow the direction of
signs and ﬂagging crews.

HARTFIELD—Temporary trafﬁc signals will be activated Monday, June 4, on Route 3 at the John Andrew
Twigg Bridge between Mathews and Middlesex counties.
The signals had been scheduled to be activated today at
noon.
A signal will be activated on each side of the bridge over
the Piankatank River to control trafﬁc. The signals will be
operational continuously, according to the Virginia Department of Transportation.
One travel lane will be closed on the bridge throughout
the project. Northbound and southbound trafﬁc will alternate crossing the bridge in a single travel lane.
A concrete barrier will separate trafﬁc from the work
zone on the bridge.

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The
Lancaster board of supervisors will meet at 7 p.m.
tonight, May 31, at the
county administration building in Lancaster.
Supervisors will conduct hearings on requests
from:
s &REDERIC $ AND $ONNA
J. Edmonds to place an
80-foot data antenna/pole
for wireless internet on
an 8.07-acre pacel at 307
Spring Hill Road.
s 4HOMAS % AND %STHER
W. Stevens to place a similar antenna/pole on 3.03
acres at Wood and River
roads.
s !LICE #HRISTINE AND
Melvin G. Grimes III
to place an individual
manufactured home on a
1.098-acre parcel near the
intersection of Ambrose
Way and James Wharf
Road.
s 3TEVEN % AND !MY 1
Ash to expand an existing
structure on a 1.713-acre
parcel near the end of
Johns Neck Road.
All four parcels are
zoned residential.
A public hearing also
will be held on updates
to Chapter Two of the
Comprehensive Plan. It
addresses the suitability
of land for development.

Kate Oliver, CPA, Business manager
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager

VDOT will respond to areas
where sight distance is a
safety concern.
“Concerns connected to
safety and sight distance
remain VDOT’s ﬁrst priority for mowing, regardless
of the amount of trafﬁc a
road carries,” said infrastructure manager Bart
Van Nieuwenhuise. “While
we schedule speciﬁc roadways for mowing and litter
collection, we will always
deviate from our schedule
to respond to potential hazards.”

Twigg Bridge signals
to be activated June 4
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COLONIAL BEACH—
Chairman
Joseph
C.
Palmer
Jr.
recently
announced the Potomac
River Fisheries Commission will meet at 9
a.m. Thursday, June 7, at

Subscribe to the Record!
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Northumberland, Richmond,
Westmoreland and Middlesex counties:
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the Potomac River Fisheries Commission Building at 222 Taylor Street in
Colonial Beach.
Items on the agenda
include crab and oyster
harvest reports, a report
from the Pound Net Subcommittee, a report on the
blue crab winter dredge
survey results, an update
from the Blue Ribbon
Oyster Panel, a review of
the annual fish compliance reports submitted to
ASMFC, a review of draft
regulations and adoption
of the fiscal year 2012-13
budget.
WHITE STONE—The
town council will conduct a public hearing
Thursday, June 7, on its
proposed fiscal year 2013
budget. The meeting will
begin at 7 p.m. in the town
office at 433 Rappahannock Drive.
The proposed $156,054
budget includes $9,109
more in general fund
expenditures than the 2012
budget, according to town
manager Patrick Frere.
All general fund expenditures are expected to
increase except the building and external environment fund, which is
expected to decrease by
$16,771, said Frere.
Estimated expenditures
include $6,080 for council expenses, $38,877 for
central
administration,
$22,221 for rebuilding
the town’s reserve fund,
$22,030 for building and
external environment fund
and $66,846 for public
safety.

Search
continued from page A1

For papers mailed to other areas:
Q $37.00 per year
Student subscription: Q $27.00 for 9 months

OR: Order an Internet subscription
and download a PDF version of the
entire Rappahannock Record on
your computer! Get it Wednesdays!
Q $35.00 per year
Q Payment enclosed

New Q Renewal Q

Q Bill me Q Charge to
Name:______________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City:________________________________________
State:____ Zip:__________Phone: _____________
Email Address: ____________________________
Credit Card No.: ___________________________
Expiration Date: ___________________________
Signature: _________________________________
Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.
0 / "OX  s +ILMARNOCK 6!  
0HONE    EXT  OR EMAIL CIRCULATION RRECORDCOM

involvement.
“This community in particular has the need to get
parents involved. Someone
who has some thoughts
that are different, that are
innovative, that are creative
in trying to get parental
involvement in the beginning is very important,” said
Haynie.
Public input also was
sought in the form of a
survey ranking the most
desired qualiﬁcations and
characteristics in a new
superintendent. The deadline to submit these surveys
was May 22.
School board clerk Lois
Gilbert reported that 140
surveys were returned. An
earned doctorate and willingness to live in Northumberland County were among
the highest ranked characteristics, said Gilbert.
The board will be receiving applications for the
position until June 22. Interviews will be conducted in
July and August. If all goes
as planned, the new superintendent will be announced
in September.

Don’t Miss
Your Chance
To Congratulate
Your 2012
Graduate!!

Join in celebrating the 2012 graduates
in our commemorative section
published in the June 14 th issue
of the Rappahannock Record!
Contact the Rappahannock Record
advertising department
at (804) 435-1701 or mail@rrecord.com
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Charles Towles adjusts to new home
by Audrey Thomasson
OTTOMAN—Charles
Towles, the 76-year-old
Army veteran who was displaced from his dilapidated
home last fall, is home
again. But this time he is
enjoying the comforts of a
brand new energy-efﬁcient
home with running water,
central heat, and a new well
and septic system.
“It’s beautiful. I am very
happy,” said a grateful
Towles.
“To many people, this
may not seem signiﬁcant but
for those of us who see the
transformation in quality of
life, it seems miraculous,”
said Kathy Vesley-Massey,
president of Bay Aging, the
agency overseeing the construction of Towles’s home.
“It is hard to ﬁnd words
to express how much joy
and appreciation we see in
his face for the nice, albeit
modest, home.”
It was a long, hard winter
for Towles, who moved out
of his old home last September in order for the house to
be demolished and a new
one constructed in its place.
Replacing the home was part
of a government assistance
program called “Indoor
Plumbing Rehabilitation”
administered by Lancaster
County ofﬁcials with Bay
Aging providing the rehab
specialist work and overseeing construction.
“When possible, the
program’s intent is to add
plumbing and safe water
and septic services to an
existing home,” explained

Charles Towles

Vesley-Massey. However,
when an existing structure
is too far gone, as Towles’s
home was, it is more cost
effective to demolish it and
build a new home in its
place, she said.
Towles’s lot was too small
to accommodate a second
structure, so he and his
daughter and four grandchildren were forced to
vacate. They used a $1,000
displacement allowance to
store his furniture while the
family temporarily moved
in with relatives.
The whole process was
supposed to take three
months, which would have
put the family in a new
home in December. But
construction hadn’t started
by December. Towles shufﬂed from place to place
until he ran out of places to
stay. After sleeping in his
car one very cold night, he

took his story to the Rappahannock Record.
A call to his sister,
who lives in Maryland,
revealed much of the delay
was caused by Towles not
removing personal property and several vehicles
in order for the builder to
move in heavy equipment.
Once the sister arranged
for the builder to clear the
obstructions, he was on the
site the next day. One week
later the foundation was
well under way.
In the meantime, Bay
Aging and a good Samaritan
stepped in to help Towles
with temporary housing.
By March, Towles and
his family had a brand new
home. The agency is assisting him in getting settled,
including working with
area churches to ﬁnd dressers and beds so the children won’t have to continue

sleeping on the ﬂoor. Bay
Aging also added Towles to
a senior program so he beneﬁts from Meals on Wheels.
“I doubt most people are
aware of the homes we have
renovated or replaced,” said
Vesley Massey. “When I
mention substandard housing to people they usually
think I mean there is a small,
dilapidated home in need of
new rooﬁng shingles, paint
and replacement of a few
window panes.
“The reality is that the
homes addressed in this program often have no plumbing, sometimes rain comes
through large holes in roofs
and the ﬂoors are rotted to
the point that it is dangerous
to walk inside. Some homes
are truly in need of condemnation. The folks living in
the homes do not have the
resources for needed repairs
as their homes age.
“This is a service that
improves quality of life and
brings value to the community. Sometimes people
don’t consider that all property values improve when
debris is removed from a
lot and an attractive home
is built. Neighborhood
improvement can begin with
one home.”
Bay Aging has assisted
Lancaster County with
212 homes over the years.
Last year, 18 homes were
“rehabbed” and another eight
were rehabilitated through a
Community Development
"LOCK 'RANT 1UALIlCATION
for the program is based
on income and the lack of a
safe well and septic service

to the home.
Due to cutbacks in many
federal programs, the Indoor
Plumbing
Rehabilitation
(IPR) program was put on
moritorium this year.
“We’re glad to help
citizens like Mr. Towles
through programs like IPR,
but we’re concerned about
future funding,” said county
administrator Frank Pleva.
“Given what’s happening in
Washington, we don’t know
how many more of these we
can do.”
“Lancaster is working
to obtain funding for a few
more homes,” said VesleyMassey. “Bay Aging has
been told there will likely
be limited funding for the
program next year, but for
far fewer homes and with
stricter guidelines. I know
that spending must be controlled and reduced, but it
is sad to think of the many
people, especially senior
citizens, who will be disappointed that their turn for
assistance will never come.”
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SHERIFF’S REPORT
Lancaster
County
Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett this week reported
charges against 12 individuals.

Felonies
Jonathan R. Merrill, 24, of Lancaster was charged May 21 on a King
George warrant with felony probation
violation.
Jacob C. Daher, 30, of Abbey Lane
Road was charged May 22 with felony
drunk driving (third offense within 10
years) after being involved in a trafﬁc
crash.

Misdemeanors
An Irvington area man, 26, was
charged May 21 with misdemeanor
probation violation.
A Weems Road woman, 30, was
charged May 22 with contempt of
court.
An Ocran Road woman, 27, was
charged May 22 with non-support.
A Millpond Road man, 34, was
charged May 22 with two counts of
non-support.
An Oyster Creek Drive woman,
27, was charged May 22 with misdemeanor probation violation.
A Buzzards Neck Road man, 47, was
charged May 22 with misdemeanor
probation violation.
A West Point Road man, 31, was
charged May 23 on a Northumberland
warrant with trespassing and destruction of property.
A Kilmarnock area man, 21, was
charged May 25 by York County
authorities with contempt of court.
A Heathsville area man, 43, was
charged May 26 by Virginia State
Police (VSP) with drunk driving.
A Beanes Road woman, 38, was
charged May 27 with two counts of
assault and battery and one count of
brandishing a ﬁrearm.

Activity report
May 21: The school resource ofﬁcer
received a report of a stolen cell phone
($100 loss; item recovered). Staff
responded to a noise violation complaint on Newtown Road, with VSP to
a trafﬁc crash near Lancaster Primary
School, to a domestic disturbance
(father/son) in the 8600 block of Mary
Ball Road and received a motorist’s
complaint of reckless driving and of
throwing an object at a motor vehicle
at River and Western Branch roads.
May 22: The school resource ofﬁcer received a parental complaint of
an assault and bullying at Lancaster
Middle School. Staff responded to the
area of the White Stone Post Ofﬁce on
a citizen’s complaint of a swarm of ﬂies
and concern that there may be a body in
the area (swarm of ﬂying ants reported
by the responding deputy), to an assault
by threat complaint on Beach Road, to
the waterfront on West Bay Drive on
a report of an unusual object washing
up on shore (responding deputy identiﬁed the object as a dead sea turtle and
notiﬁed Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries), to a noise violation complaint on Newtown Road, to a
two-vehicle trafﬁc crash at North Main
and East Church streets (DUI arrest
reported) and to a juvenile behavioral
complaint on School Street.
May 23: Staff responded to a
domestic assault (adult siblings) on
Greentown Road, to a second domes-

tic assault involving the same subjects
(no contact with the complainant) on
Greentown Road, and to a personal
alarm notiﬁcation on The Pony Pasture
(no emergency services needed). Staff
recovered a cash box from the area of
Weems Road, checked on the wellbeing of an Eagles Trace resident at the
request of a concerned family member
(no emergency services needed) and
notiﬁed Northumberland authorities of
a man with a knife incident on Browns
Store Road (subject left before victim
made telephone complaint).
May 24: The school resource ofﬁcer took custody of a disorderly student at Lancaster High School. Staff
responded to the Browns Store area to
assist Northumberland authorities on
a call, with VSP to a two-vehicle trafﬁc crash reported by one of the drivers as being between Kilmarnock and
White Stone but was actually on Jesse
B. duPont Highway near Morattico
Church Road, and to a complaint of a
large trailer obstructing trafﬁc in the
area of Windmill Point and Riverview
Drive. Staff escorted a Marina Road
resident to recover personal property
pursuant to a court order, attempted
to locate a reported reckless driver in
the Lively-Lancaster area, received a
report of the theft of a motor vehicle
from the 500 block of White Chapel
Road (2000 Dodge Caravan, $500
loss), received an annoying telephone
call complaint from a Lively area
resident and received a larceny report
from Steamboat Road ($250 cash
stolen).
May 25: The school resource
ofﬁcer reported cursing and abusive
language towards a teacher when a
student was told he could not play a
video game in class. Staff responded
to a larceny of a boat complaint from a
dock at Bertrand (owner located boat
aground nearby), to Woods Drive on
a stalking complaint by taking photographs of female employees, to a
complaint of a suspicious package at a
residence on Middle Gate (no contact
with complainant), to a two-vehicle
trafﬁc crash on Taylors Creek Road,
with the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a disturbance call at a
North Main Street convenience store
and to a juvenile behavioral complaint
on Steamboat Road. Staff checked on
the well-being of a Buzzards Neck
Road resident at the request of a concerned out-of-town family member
(citizen was receiving telephone calls
in attempts to defraud the victim of
money), received a walk-in report of
fraud ($82 loss); clocked a vehicle in
excess of 80 mph near the Millburn
subdivision and found the vehicle had
wrecked in the woods.
May 26: Staff responded to a
domestic disturbance on Peake Road,
with Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) to a medical emergency alarm
on Heatherﬁeld Court (no emergency
services needed), to a curse and abusive language complaint in the 1000
block of Beanes Road, to a shots ﬁred
complaint on Morattico Road, to a
noise violation complaint involving
ﬁreworks in the area of the bridge on
Windmill Point Road, and to a noise
violation complaint on Longview
Drive. Staff checked on the well-

being of a Keep Safe program participant after pre-arranged telephone
contact could not be made (no emergency services needed), notiﬁed Virginia Marine Resources Commission
(VMRC) of another sea turtle being
washed up on the Windmill Point
beach and investigated a suspicious
vehicle complaint in the 500 block of
White Chapel Road.
About 5:45 p.m., staff responded
with VSP and KPD to a two-vehicle
trafﬁc crash at Mary Ball and Goodluck roads. Life evac was requested
when the ﬁrst unit arrived on the
scene, and advised of a 33-minute
ETA at RGH unless a closer landing
zone was established. One victim
was taken by ambulance to the RGH
helipad and then ﬂown out to another
hospital; two other victims were transported by ambulance to RGH. Goodluck Road was closed to all but emergency vehicles from the time the ﬁrst
units arrived on scene until about 6:50
p.m.
May 27: Staff responded to a shots
ﬁred/possible ﬁreworks discharge
complaint in Monaskon Farm area, to
a Rappahannock Drive convenience
store on a report of 10 to 12 juveniles harassing the clerk and causing
a disturbance on the street (juveniles
located and directed to return home),
with KPD to a domestic disturbance
on East Church Street and to a woman
with a gun call in the 1000 block of
Beanes Road (arrest reported). Staff
received a report of a lost/stolen credit
card from a Lancaster area resident (no
ﬁnancial loss reported), checked on the
well-being of a Rappahannock Drive
resident at the request of a concerned
family member (no emergency services needed), also on the well-being
of a Keep Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone contact
could not be made (no emergency services needed).
May 28: Staff responded to a hitand-run trafﬁc crash on the Robert O.
Norris Jr. bridge, to a suspicious persons complaint on Bull Creek Drive
(subjects trying to get gas for a disabled
vehicle), to a domestic disturbance
(husband/wife) on Churchﬁeld Lane,
with KPD to the North Main Street
public parking lot on a complaint of
persons drinking in public, with KPD
to a ﬁght call on South Main Street,
and to an animal control complaint on
Corrotoman Drive.
May 29: Staff responded to a complaint of a license plate being stolen
from a boat trailer parked on Waverly
Avenue ($50 loss).
Staff also conducted 31 trafﬁc stops,
issued 18 summonses, assisted ﬁve
motorists, reported three deer strikes,
investigated ﬁve building alarms,
logged 10 inmate transports and ﬁelded
two calls for animal control service.

Fire calls
The White Stone Volunteer Fire
Department responded to a vehicle ﬁre
on Rappahannock Drive.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire
Department responded to a trafﬁc
crash on Jesse B. duPont Highway and
to a trafﬁc crash with request for landing zone at Mary Ball and Goodluck
roads.

Mosaic
Consignments
LLC
BOE
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Finally, Lee has arrived!

Lee Industries Furniture
With the natural features such as
soy based cushions,
organic and natural ﬁbers.

For the month of June

40 % OFF RETAIL
24 North Main Street
Kilmarnock
nä{{ÎÈÎÎäÊUÊnä{{ÎxÎÓä
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Antiques Fair
attracts
hundreds

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery

The ninth annual Northern
Neck Antiques Fair drew
hundreds to Lancaster
last Saturday and Sunday.
Antiques dealers from
up and down the East
Coast ﬁlled the pavilion at
Trinity Episcopal Church
and Townsend Hall in the
parish house. The event
was sponsored by Epping
Forest Antiques and a
portion of the ticket
price beneﬁted Trinity
Episcopal. 0HOTO BY ,ISA
(INTON 6ALDRIGHI

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD!!
& take quality consignments!
144 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

50 EAST CHURCH
50 EAST CHURCH STREET, KILMARNOCK

Be prepared for hurricane season
HEATHSVILLE—Local
chapters of the American
Red Cross remind the community hurricane season
ofﬁcially starts June 1.
During National Hurricane Preparedness Week,
which ends June 2, it would
be wise to review and
implement the American
Red Cross disaster action
plan: get a kit, make a plan
and be informed, said Northumberland chapter publicity chairman Joan Kroll.

Get a kit
Build a disaster supplies
kit that includes enough
supplies for each family
member for at least three
days. The supplies should
be placed in an easy to
carry kit which can be used
at home or taken with the
family it there is an evacuation.
Include in the kit a gallon
of water per person, per
day; non-perishable, easy
to prepare food; ﬂashlight,

extra batteries, batterypowered radio, ﬁrst aid kit,
medications with medical
information, medical supplies, copies of personal
documents and pet supplies. Remember the special
needs of the elderly, disabled, diabetics and others
with medical needs.

Make a plan
Have a family communications and evacuation plan
which is coordinated with
school, work and commu-

nity plans. Practice the plan
with the entire family and
don’t forget to have a plan
for pets since they are not
allowed at shelters.

ANTIQUES, COINS & COLLECTABLES
We buy scrap gold & coins
We buy silver plated items
We buy and sell sterling silver,
platinum & diamonds
We buy and sell gold & silver bullion

Be informed
Learn what types of hazards could affect the family
and know the home’s vulnerability to storm surge,
ﬂooding and high winds.
Find out how local ofﬁcials
will contact the community
in the event of a disaster.
To learn more about preparing for a hurricane, call
the Northumberland chapter
at 580-4933, or River Counties chapter at 435-7669.

Buying militaria
Quality jewelry repair
at inexpensive prices
Free research & appraisals
804-435-8722
Open Monday - Friday 10 am to 5 pm
Saturday 10 am to 3:30 pm

0ICTURE 9OUR
.EXT 2IDE
!UTOS FOR 3ALE

Sell Your Boat,
Motorcycle
Car, Truck
or Golf Cart!

Record crowd attends Strawberry Festival
Almost 4,000 people turned out in perfect early summer weather to shop for quality
crafts and enjoy the food, music and community atmosphere at the St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church annual Strawberry Festival in Heathsville Saturday, according to
co-chairman Bill Kirby. Many also attended an antique car show on the grounds of
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern and a ﬁsh fry at Heathsville United Methodist Church.

Kekoka festival due this weekend
T

he third annual YMCA Kekoka Music
Festival will open June 1 with a competition to discover the best new musician
or musical group.
The winning artist will be featured in
next year’s festival musician lineup on
Camp Kekoka’s Riverfront Stage.
“The competition between up-andcoming musicians promises to provide
an exciting element to this year’s family
music festival,” said branch director
Cassie Leichty.
Friday evening will feature the festival musicians and will close with the
aggressive folk rock of Mercy Creek
from Weems. Singer/guitarist Cheryl
Nystrom, and song-writing partner/drummer Jim Ball, incorporate elements of
modern folk, world beat, rock, and hints
of blues and bluegrass. Nystrom plays
acoustic guitar, banjo and mandolin and
delivers ﬂawless vocals. Ball produces
chest thumping low end from an African
Djembe he uses as a bass drum.
Many of the festival attendees, and several of the performing artists, camp overnight at Camp Kekoka off Boys Camp
Road on Indian Creek near Kilmarnock,
said Leichty. Families also may anchor
in a nearby protected cove or rent Camp
Kekoka cabins. A highlight of previous
festivals has been the Friday and Saturday
night “sing-along” with festival musicians
around a campﬁre after the festival closes.
Campers and boaters will depart Sunday
morning.
On June 2, family festivities begin at 1
p.m. with a multitude of waterfront activities such as swimming, kayaking, ﬁshing and crabbing. Seafood, grilled fare,
barbecue, microbrewery beer and wine
will be for sale, said Leichty. The festival
combines soul-satisfying musical fun and
traditional camp activities.

Saturday lineup
The musical lineup on Saturday begins

at 1 p.m. and continues until 10 p.m., she
said.
The headliner pop songstress Lelia
Broussard will perform original songs.
Broussard has collaborated with many of
the industry’s leading producers including
Lady Gaga, Whitney Houston and Destiny’s Child. She claimed her spot on the
top two of Rolling Stone’s So You Want
to Be a Rock And Roll Star contest and
recently appeared on LIVE on Late Night
with Jimmy Fallon.
Julie Clark of Norfolk was named Folk/
Acoustic Artist of the Year at the Virginia
Music Awards and won the Kerrville New
Folk Songwriting Competition.
The Downbeat Project from Charlottesville has developed a die-hard local fan
base with their infectious sound. The band
has often been compared to Jack Johnson and The Dave Matthews Band for its
energy, beat and popular appeal.
Micah Foxx is a multi-talented artist
from Hampton Roads with an acoustic
guitar and suitcase full of songs.
James Justin Burke, with local ties, is
an invigorating new face in Americana
music. His album “Southern Son—So
Far,” featuring his band James Justin &
Co., showcased Burke’s strengths as a
solid guitarist, strong vocalist and songwriting craftsman.
Proceeds help fund scholarships for
kids to attend Camp Kekoka, added
Leichty. She also thanks loyal sponsors
of the festival including Chesapeake
Bank, Noblett-Ware-Peoples, Common
Wealth One Federal Credit Union and
United States Senate Federal Credit
Union.
Advance tickets are $25 for the entire
weekend; kids under age 12 are free.
Tickets may be purchased at Metropolitan
YMCA branches, kekokamusicfestival.
org, info@kekokamusicfetival.org, or
435-3616.

Are you a
print subscriber to the
Rappahannock Record?

2012 Chevrolet Traverse
Certiﬁed - AWD LT w/1LT
3.6L 6 cyl. - 22,562 mileage Stock # P19637
Northern Neck Chevrolet 804-493-8901
www.nncp.com

Call Marilyn at
804-435-1701 ext. 11

Public Notice

AS A RESULT OF REPOSSESSED MERCHANDISE
Liquidation Sale - One Day Only
55% to 75% off entire inventory
To Secure Cash for Original Owners

PERSIAN AND ORIENTAL RUGS
- Packed in bales to be opened June 3
- Separated unitarily for Public Sale June 3
- Each Carpet to be sold, Liquidated Singly

45 bales consist of 297 pieces from 2'x3' up to 12'x26' & between runners from
2'6" x 8' up to 50' x 2'6"
Different colors to choose from. Kashan, Tabriz, Isfahan, Bokara, Heriz, Bijar, Sarouk, Qum Silk, 10'x26' Bijar
*In accordance with USA Gov’t. Law, each carpet will be labeled with country of origin,
fiber content and certified genuine handmade. For Public Sale Conveniently transferred from Warehouse to:

American Legion, Kilmarnock
882 Waverly Ave., off Rt. 3
Sunday, June 3 • 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
We have been commissioned to liquidate a large inventory of oriental rugs complimented with
our goods of equal value, contracted in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, China, etc. All
rugs furnished with certificate of appraisal and authenticity.
Dealers and Decorators bring Sales Tax Certificate
Terms: Cash or check, VISA, M/C, AM-EX or Disc
Bring this ad for door prize!
Info call 1-301-656-2990 • We buy and exchange old rugs!
All Iranian rugs were imported before embargo

Earn Your

Commercial Driver’s License
in as little as Four Weeks!

Licensed truck drivers are in demand!
Take the first step towards earning your CDL-A license
through RCC’s Workforce Development Center.
Attend a FREE information session at either of RCC’s
main campuses on June 6th.
Glenns Campus: 11 a.m. Warsaw Campus: 1 p.m.

Start your new career as a commercial truck driver.
Call RCC today!

Starting June 1st, for just $12 you can add the electronic (PDF)
version of the Rappahannock Record to your subscription!
For more information, please call 804-435-1701 ext. 16 or 12

Glenns Campus: 804-758-6750
Warsaw Campus: 804-333-6828
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Boys & Girls
Club honors
Sandy Griffith

Music by the River continues
A sizeable crowd made its way to Belle Isle State Park Saturday to celebrate Memorial
Day weekend with music by U.S. Navy ensemble Country Current.The event featuring
country, bluegrass and patriotic music was part of the Music by the River series,
presented by the Friends of Belle Isle. June concerts will include Rappahannock
Crossing at 6 p.m. June 9 and Sweet Justice on June 16. Photo by Shannon Rice

Rotary Club News
by Roy Cameron
Rotarian Richard “Rick”
The most recent trend that
Turney of Turney and
Turney has seen as promisTurney Contractors recently
ing is that of factory-built
described for the Northern
homes. With his experience
Neck Rotary Club the intriin building quality stickcacies of the home building
built homes, he was able
industry and its evolution
to recognize and evaluate
through the years.
products. Turney says that
Turney entered the buildthe factory housing industry
ing industry following his
has come a long way from
graduation from college.
the days of quasi-mobile
After a stint selling building
home construction techmaterials and doing custom
niques to custom-designed
work on the side, he decided
factory-built homes.
to begin doing what he
Factory homes today can
always wanted to do which
be built with better quality
was to build quality houses.
materials and erected in a
Rick Turney
He began by connecting
shorter time than in the past.
with a development where he built spec A factory he visited was using kiln dried
houses of more than 3,000 square feet. In lumber, a material that is no longer readaddition to building, Turney designed the ily available to builders. They are built
houses he built. Turney related that things to custom plans on platforms that ensure
were going well but he realized that the plumb and square with improved insulahomes in the area remained on the market tion. The modules come nearly completely
for an ever-growing time. Fortunately, ﬁnished including ﬂoor coverings, kitchen
acting on the advice on a realtor and review- cabinets and other built-ins, and many
ing the market with other builders, he sold other ﬁnishing touches. The factory can do
his inventory and was able to escape.
90% of what is available on the customComing to the area while the market was home market today, according to Turney,
still viable here, Turney and Turney Design- and these are high-end homes.
ers & Builders began a successful busiAssembly line techniques enable the
ness. With the recent economic downturn, home to be completed, meeting building
Turney moved to a reduced-sized organiza- codes, to individual architectural plans at
tion continuing operation. The real estate costs approximately 15 to 20% less than
market has now come to a market of price conventional building techniques.
points. Buyers are now looking for ways to
The club meets at 7:30 a.m. Wednesdays
get the biggest bang for the buck.
at Lee’s Restaurant in Kilmarnock.

KILMARNOCK—
Sandy Grifﬁth of Kilmarnock recently was named
May Volunteer of the
Month by the Boys & Girls
Club of the Northern Neck,
according to unit director
Wardell Carter.
Grifﬁth, a volunteer at the
club for two years, teaches
a variety of classes on a
year-round basis, including knitting (ages 6-7, 8-9
and 10-12), sewing, and
crocheting. She also manages the Lancaster Christmas project. A Girl Scout
leader for many years,
Grifﬁth is now teaching the
club youth to use a sewing
machine.
“The club members
are very excited when
she enters the club,” said
Carter. “Her classes are so
popular that we had to limit
the number of students
because everyone wanted
to take her class.”
Grifﬁth has even motivated boys to take her
classes, he said.
“She is just so friendly
and she relates to youth
of all ages,”said Carter.
“She’s totally dependable
and very creative.”

G O T T H E I T C H TO
PLACE AN AD?
M a i l @ R Re c o r d . c o m

How Much Are You Worth?

Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?
Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist
By Appointment
Thursday, June 7, 2012
10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS
 3OUTH -AIN 3TREET s +ILMARNOCK 6!
   s    "52+%3

“Making Memories since 1969”

Coping with Dementia:
Commonwealth Assisted Living
Series 2: Dr. Fox with Bridges at RGH
will be speaking “ Managing
Behaviors and Changes in Mental
Status of Patients with Dementia.”
June 7th, 2012
Breakfast starts at 7:30 a.m.
Presentation 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.
Commonwealth Assisted Living
460 South Main St. Kilmarnock, VA 22482
We wanted to invite you as a family member to attend
this Educational Series. We will provide a complimentary buffet breakfast while you have the chance to learn
about dementia. This series will beneﬁt friends, family
members, professionals and anyone interested in learning more about dementia.

Please RSVP by June 6th
804-435-9896
www.commonwealthal.com

Foundation offers healthcare
assistance to eligible children
ROCKVILLE, MD.—
The United Healthcare
Children’s
Foundation
(UHCCF) is seeking grant
applications from families in need of financial
assistance to help pay for
their child’s health care
treatments, services or
equipment not covered, or
not fully covered, by their
commercial health insurance plan.
1UALIFYING FAMILIES CAN
receive up to $5,000 to
help pay for medical services and equipment such
as physical, occupational
and speech therapy, counseling services, surgeries,
prescriptions, wheelchairs,
orthotics, eyeglasses and
hearing aids, according to
president Matt Peterson.
To be eligible for a
grant, children must be
age 16 or younger. Families must meet economic
guidelines, live in the U.S.
and have a commercial
health insurance plan, said
Peterson. Grants are available for medical expenses
families have incurred 60
days prior to the date of
application as well as for

Racoons
rescued
On May 22, trapper Tim
Tate was called to the
Omega Protein facility in
Reedville where workers
found ﬁve baby racoons
in a hole that needed to
be closed. The mother
was gone and the babies
were safely removed and
transported to the Wild
Bunch Wildlife Refuge
Animal Rehab facility in
Warsaw.

ongoing and future medical needs.
Parents or legal guardians may apply for grants
at uhccf.org. There is no
application deadline, he
said. Organizations or
private donors can make
donations to the foundation at this website.
“The UnitedHealthcare
Children’s Foundation is
dedicated to improving a
child’s health and quality
of life by making it easier

to access needed medical-related services. The
grants enable families to
focus on their children’s
care instead of worrying
about how they’ll pay their
medical bills,” said Peterson, “Eligible families in
need are encouraged to
apply online for a medical grant today and take
advantage of this valuable
resource.”
To apply, donate or learn
more, visit uhccf.org.

The Pedestal
18 S Main Street
Kilmarnock VA, 22482
Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm
Sat: 9am-1pm and by appt.
Email: thepedestal@verizon.net
804-435-1783
thepedestal.hdspd.com

Follow Us At Facebook or Twitter
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Fiction
or Fact

from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.
Do you ﬁnd that annoying
in the least bit, or is it just
me?
Pet peeves. That’s what I’m
talking about.
Don’t you hate it when
someone just resumes a
conversation like you know
exactly what they’re talking
about, like they think you’re
even interested, like you roll
your eyes and try to look
beyond them and they still
don’t take the hint.
Yackety-yack.
Or, how about when someone just keeps throwing “like”
into the mix.
It makes me wonder how
they live with such disconnect
in the thought process.
Here are some more things
that get under my skin:
s ! CROWD AT ,EES 2ESTAUrant when I’m in a hurry.
s $INERS WHO ARE ALWAYS IN
a rush.
s $INING WITH A PICKY EATER
s ! CHECK OUT LINE EIGHT
carts deep at one of the only
two registers open, when
they’ve got more than eight
registers closed.
s 0EOPLE WHO READ TO THE
end of the book, not because
they are enthralled by the subject, but because they don’t
want to be called a quitter.
There are too many books
out there to fake it. Set it
aside, before you end up
avoiding books altogether.
s 3UCCESSFULLY GRASPING
every clue in the crossword
and ﬁlling in all the blanks,
except one.
s !N OVERLOADED REFRIGERAtor.
s !N UMBRELLA THAT LEAKS
s 7HEN YOU lNALLY lND THAT
coupon you were saving for a
favored item, only to discover
it expired yesterday.
s 3CRAMBLING AROUND IN
the dark, searching for your
glasses until you ﬁnd them
with a crunch under foot.
s 0EOPLE WHO MUST ALWAYS
top your incredible story with
an unbelievable one of their
own.
For example, you relate
how you stepped on a tack,
and they shoot back about
the time they were nailed to
a cross.
Or, I say I got pricked by
a rose bush and they blow
me away with “That’s nothing compared to a crown of
thorns.”
Really.
s 0EOPLE WHO THINK THAT
because I make a living
with keyboard, computer
and camera, I’m up to date
on all the latest electronics,
hardware, software and photo
equipment.
s 4HOSE WHO BLAME EVERYone else for their shortcomings.
s #OWORKERS WHO SPEND
way too much time talking
about all the work they have
to do, when they could have
been ﬁnished long ago had
they spent as much time actually doing something.
s "ORING LISTS OF PET PEEVES
but you didn’t have to read to
the end of the column.

May 31, 2012
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Keeping the
Sabbath holy

I read with amusement
Pastor Farmer’s May 18
Reﬂections column.
He stated that “...it does
seem to me that God set
forth in his book that we are
to observe his Sabbath.”
This statement is almost
true. God, in fact, commanded man to “Remember the Sabbath day to keep
it holy.” This is the fourth
commandment written with
God’s own hand.
I agree with his statement that the actual 24-hour
period, from sundown
Friday until sundown Saturday, as being the period set
Hughlett’s Point hurdles
aside by God for his worship.
Photo by Les Hawkins
It is sad that he does not
“know a single Christian
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
group that so celebrates
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.
God’s command.” It is even
more troubling for me to
hear that, according to his
article, God gets so little
time and that his command(Reprints from the May 31, 1912, issue of
ment is trampled upon. God
Tuesday evening, June 4th.
the Virginia Citizen)
has said in his Book, “If
Mrs. C. A. Pembrooke and son and Miss
Boat Notes
Edith Buck are spending this week in Norfolk. you love me, keep my comSteamer Phillips, of the Bellows & Squires
mandments.”
A Woman’s Missionary Society has been
works, broke her shaft last week and was
I applaud his concern that
organized here with Mrs.Wesley as president,
taken to Norfolk for repair.
we “make God ﬁrst and that
Mrs. J. O. Dameron vice-president, Mrs. W.
The world’s largest ship, the Hamburgwe start in the home teaching
K. Owen secretary and William Bray treaAmerican Line Imperator, ten and one-half
our children and educating
surer.
feet longer than the ill-fated Titanic, was
ourselves and our children.”
Miss Cornelia Dameron will leave this
launched in Hamburg, Germany, last week.
week for an extended visit through Maryland. However, it is not necessary
The ﬁshing steamer J. F. Bellows was
W. A. Dameron is having his house painted. to ﬁnd a more suitable day
or evening. God has already
successfully launched at the Tull Shipyard
Evan Owen, Jr., is doing the work.
Ottoman
given us instructions in the
in Pocomoke Saturday. The vessel is the
fourth commandment. Furproperty of the Bellows & Squires Company,
Thos. Fallin and family, of Coan, passed
ther, he has instructed us to
Ocran, Va. The Bellows will be commanded
through here Sunday in his ﬁne automobile,
teach our children morning,
by Capt. Enoch Hudson.
and spent the day with Mr. and Mrs. J. E.
White Stone
noon and night.
Blakemore.
As a Sabbath keeper for
Public missionary services will be held at
Miss Fannie Blakemore spent several days
over 30 years, I have called
Wesley Chapel on Sunday night, June 2nd. A with Mrs. Steuart last week.
the Sabbath a delight. It has
large attendance is desired and especially are
Geo. M. Sanford visited his son, near
the members requested to be present.
Oldhams, Sunday last, and returned Monday, been the high point of my
week. My children, now
Misses Frances Treakle and Fannie Belle
bringing Mrs. Sanford with him.
grown, had the privilege
Adams spent the weekend at Plainﬁeld as the
R. H. Chilton is conﬁned to the house and
of preparing for the Sabguests of Miss Blanche Treakle.
bed again. We wish him a speedy recovery.
bath on Friday and at sunset
Mrs. Charles Yerby had the misfortune to
Peas and beets are being shipped in fairly
fall through one of the registers at church last good quantities this week, and are selling very everything was usually
week. She received a very severe cut and sev- well. Both crops are short, the pea crop being completed.They attended
Christian school where Saberal bruises, but is now improving.
very much below what it has been in former
bath keeping and the Bible
Mrs. Kate Payne fell from her porch several years. The potato crop is not looking as well
were in the curriculum.
days ago. The fall disabled her a great deal.
as it should at this time of the year.
Weems
On Sabbath morning
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunMrs. L. R. Dashiell, director Citizen’s
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum & going to church, fellowshipping, visiting nursing
Leagues, will be at the Presbyterian church
Library)
homes, and worshipping
God were regular activities. No business or shopping occurred during this
24-hour period.
“Making God ﬁrst, family
next, and everything else
afterwards” will, as Pastor
Farmer has noted, perhaps
make our churches grow.
However, “everything else”
must also be God’s will.

YESTERYEAR

ALeavelle Cox, PhD, MSW,
Richmond

Memorial Day
service leaves a
lasting impression
I had the wonderful privilege to attend the Memorial Day service Monday
at Christ Church, with my
mother.
It was a moving and
extraordinary service that
everyone needs to attend
at least once in their lives.
The 1953 Kilmarnock High School baseball team members, from left, are (front row) Lester The service makes you
Brent, Jack Long, Bobby Crowther, Bobby Abbott and Cooper Kellum; (next row) Ryland appreciate and reflect on
Gaskins,W.T. Brown, Ben Winstead, Jimmy Kelly and Ben Benson.Tommy Hughes also was what our military has done
for our country, and it
on the team in ‘53.“Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

Do You Remember?

brings to light the number
of valiant men and women
who have served and currently serve our country
and make their home in
Northern Neck.
The most incredible part
of the service was the talk
given by the distinguished
U.S. Air Force Col. Alan R.
Metzler. While his credentials are off the charts, his
ability to share his experiences regarding National
Security, the quality of
the men and women who
put their lives on the line
everyday for our freedom
and his views on war in
general; why we are there
and what it means to every
American, should be heard
by everyone who cares
about this country.
In this day in time when
everyone with Internet
access likes to “share”
their political agenda, it
was great to hear from
someone who actually lives
among those who serve
our country and know what
they are talking about.
Douglas C. Dorsey,
Richmond

Vote for Radke
Traveling the back roads
of Lancaster County in
support of Jamie Radtke,
it is obvious that voters are
excited to discover there is
a courageous, new generation candidate running for
the Republican nomination for U S Senate.
Radtke knows both parties have allowed the chaos
in D.C. and the country to
magnify. The Senate can
not pass a budget, let alone
balance the checkbook.
Unelected bureaucrats
are dictating impossible
regulations on every daily
activity the people, businesses and commercial
entities encounter.
The rule of law and our
Constitution are being
trashed. Our history and
federal republic form
of government are not
being taught correctly in
our schools. Children are
being indoctrinated rather
than educated.
The political establishment believes they should
choose our candidates. We
have had enough of career
politicians.
The people are becoming alarmed at what has
happened to America.
Folks cry for a return to
common sense. It is time
for the People to speak!
Radtke will fight for fiscal
and personal responsibility returned to our country
rather than the continued
dependence on a broke
and bloated government.
She has the qualities,
the moral fiber, and the
leadership to make a
needed difference in the
Senate. She will represent
the people, not the political interest groups inside
the beltway.
Jamie Radtke will get
my vote on June 12th.
Voters can check her out
at RadtkeforSenate.
Lyn Neira,
Lancaster

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his month I shall remember as the
time of the fallen oaks. One day
last week when going to visit a friend, I
found his driveway blocked by a large red
oak limb, which had come down from a
healthy tree, although the limb itself had
recently died. This week while visiting
another friend who lives at the end of a
country road, on the way out of his lane,
the Elder B.E. and I encountered a massive red oak tree in three prongs having
fallen perpendicular to the lane. It was
blocking the roadway as effectively as
any police check could have done.
We arrived within a few minutes of its
having come down, and as with the other
one, this event occurred on a bright
sunny day with only moderate wind. I
have noted on our own red oaks some
canker sores, and on the limb that had
come down last week a similar sore was
at the point of breakage.
Red oaks, along with their white cousins, have been staples of American construction from the beginnings of settlement on these shores. That they now
seem to be infested with disease makes
one think back to the tales of the chestnut blight of the 1930s that killed off the

When I was a boy the
Northern Neck suffered
through a mimosa blight
that took many of the
then massive specimens.
entire population of one of America’s
signature trees. The Chinese chestnut is
a weak replacement, and the new genetically modiﬁed American versions have
yet to prove themselves for the timber
that the originals produced.
When I was a boy the Northern Neck
suffered through a mimosa blight that
took many of the then massive specimens. Unlike the chestnut, the mimosa
survived, but its progeny has not reached
the levels of maturity of the trees that
died a half-century ago.
Surely, mimosas abound, almost like
weeds, but they are weak examples of
what their ancestors once were.
The redbud, or what used to be known
as the Judas tree due to its blossoming
at Easter time, also has suffered from a

virus that does not kill, but maims the
symmetry and beauty of the tree. I can
remember when redbuds offered two
ﬂower colors, red and lavender, but
today the pure red ones are much more
rare than the lavender ones. Redbuds
are growing and dying simultaneously,
thus withered and blighted limbs are
common. From asking horticulturists
about the problem, I have learned that
the virus is not readily identiﬁable.
In 1978 I ordered 50 American red
cedar trees from a nursery in the northern Midwest. I was aware of the problems of apple/cedar rust, a fungus that
moves from cedars to apple trees in the
growing season, and then returns to the
cedars for the winter. I thought having
come from the North, they might be hardier than our local varieties. They grew
magniﬁcently, but after 20 years, with
no apple trees in proximity, they began
dying; however, ones that I had dug up
in the ﬁelds and woods, have continued
to thrive. I have become a proponent of
local plantings as a result of the cedar
experience.
At the same time that I planted the
cedars, I set out some Carpathian wal-

nuts. They did very well for 15 years,
and were producing some good nuts,
but then they too started with their own
maladies. Today the remnants of their
orchard are struggling to bear, but they
do still put forth a few nuts in the early
fall.
Both lilacs and Norway spruce trees
suffer their own forms of blight, the
former resulting in the bush being ﬁlled
with dead limbs and shoots, and the latter
dropping needles resulting in limbs that
are stripped bare. The Norway is slow to
die, and the disease it hosts appears to
be irreversible.
Although I began this item speaking
of the fallen red oaks that are native
trees, my experience in coping with
the other diseases and related problems
has made me a devotee of using native
plants whenever possible. Working with
locally propagated species reduces the
threat of future difﬁculty, and presents
an image of an earlier era less encumbered by plant diseases. That much said,
the healthiest plants on our property are
the Japanese red maples I have grown
from seed for decades. Happy gardening!
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Every day should
be Memorial Day

ance of virtue…
There was a popular
email going around this
week reminding us that it
is the veteran who has protected our freedoms. But
it is not the veteran who
declares war.
It’s the politician who
declares war. It’s the politician who sends other fathers
and mothers and sons and
daughters and brothers and
sisters off to war. So when
we say that we honor those
who have died for our country, should we rephrase that
to say: “Those who have
died for our politicians?”
This July we will celebrate the birth of our
country with picnics and
ﬁreworks and patriotic
music and parades and
rousing performances of

our national anthem in
which we honor our ﬂag as
a symbol of our country.
During World War II the
radio programs signed off
the air at 11 p.m.with our
national anthem. We got
out of bed and held our
hands over our hearts. At
these July 4th parades, look
around to see how many
people get off their butts
when “Old Glory” goes by.
Whether we honor our
present government or not,
we still honor our country—and they are not the
same: our country is not
our government: it is “We
The People.” And “We The
People” should honor our
heroes every day of the
year.

We have salved our
consciences with another
Memorial Day tribute to
those who have died for our
country: Or should I say
National Hypocrite’s Day.
“Hypocrite’s
Day?”
Because one day a year we
honor those who have died
for our country. Those who
die for our country are in
danger 365 days a year! We
should honor them 365 days
a year. But we set aside one
day a year, which we celeRetired U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. John S. Henley, CEC. of Kilmarnock took this photo of brate on a Friday or Monday
the American cemetery at Normandy when he and his wife, Geanie, visited there in so we can have a three-day
October 2011.
holiday and businesses can
hold special sales “honoring our heroes.”
Rob Ransone,
Hypocrite—A
person
Wicomico Church
by Bill Kopcsak
who puts on a false appearD-Day: June 6, 1944
In August 2006, the deep
blue sky was difﬁcult to
The Allied invasion of Normandy during World War
distinguish from the water
II, remembered as D-Day, commenced at 6:30 a.m.
line off shore. It helped to
June 6, 1944. The operation was the largest amphibilift and drop my sunglasses.
ous invasion in world history and was executed by
Gentle waves lapped over
land, sea and air.
thousands of pebbles on the
The landings took place along a 50-mile stretch of
loose rocky beach.
the Normandy coast divided into ﬁve sectors—Utah,
All was quiet and calm
Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword. As part of Operation
for my wife and me as we
Overlord, the assault lasted several days.
stood alone looking out
into the sea. I remember
them not to have known
1944 were standing next to
wondering whether anyone that they were looking at
me, he too would skip his
Awards/Recognition & Ring Ceremony
had ever enjoyed this place death.
rock and enjoy this day in
Friday, June 8 • 7:00 p.m.
many years ago.
I tried to imagine the
2006.
Lancaster
High School Gymnasium
Did they frolic in the
terror they felt as bullets
They perished long ago,
water and sunbathe on its
and shell fragments ricoso how do we thank them
Doors open at 6:45 p.m.
shore before those horrible cheted off their amphibious for what they did?
Special Thanks To Our Sponsors:
days in 1944?
landing crafts. Their comI took a moment to pray
Looking up the jagged
rades losing arms, legs and that they were resting in
Jones Felvey
Brian & Courtney Kellner
Nedra Stuckey
other body parts as they fell peace. I inhaled the warm
cliff behind us, I saw a
Veney’s
H/A
Ginny
&
William
Gowski
Bank
of Lancaster
lifeless in the ﬂat boats or
salt air and raised my head
tall ﬂag pole adorned
Sue Donaldson
Union First
John Martin
into the sea itself.
to the warmth of the sun.
with a curling American
As we stood there, my
Then I bent over and picked
ﬂag. I knew it marked the
Stevie’s Ice Cream
Tara Donaldson
Chesapeake Bank
imagination running wild,
up a whole handful of pebspot where acres of white
The River Market
& Alumni of LHS
Dunton, Simmons & Dunton
a small blue bird ﬂew
bles and skipped one after
crosses rise up from manianother into the water.
cured lawn. Stark, simple
overhead. I spotted a large
Breeden & Breeden
Sherrilyn Lawerence
EVB
We spent the next twenty
markers identify those
ship in the distance. I don’t
Ms.K Kauffman
Elizabeth M. Russell
Bugg & Bugg
minutes searching the beach
who had been on this same remember what caused me
William Yagel
Jimmy Jenkins
for a perfect pebble. We
beach. For them it had been to do it but, I bent over and
carried it back to America.
a much different experipicked up one of the thouGil & Tammy Unangst
Sandra Grifﬁth
“Omaha Beach 2006” are
ence.
sands of ﬂat pebbles. With
Rumsey & Butts
They were young men
a practiced heave, I let it
the simple words my wife
looking forward to their
ﬂy. It skipped once, twice
inscribed on that treasured
lives ahead. They did not
and three more times before stone. We never want to
forget what happened there.
hear the gentle slap of the
descending into the sea. I
The Kopcsaks are resiwaves or even the loud
liked to think that if one of
dents of Lancaster County.
chirping of gulls. The water those uniformed men from
was ice cold and the sky a
chilling gray. Waves threw
themselves on the beach in
wild uncontrolled disarray.
American troops faced a
deafening roar of exploding shells and machine gun
ﬁre. It was impossible for

Omaha Beach: Not to be forgotten

Celebration of
Lancaster High School
2012 Boys Basketball
State Championship

YOUR
LETTERS
Gov. Allen is
most qualiﬁed
An important Primary
election is coming June 12
to select the Republican
candidate for Virginia’s
U.S. Senate seat in the
November election.
Former Gov. George
Allen is by far the most
qualified candidate and
deserves our support. As a
former highly popular and
effective governor, and
former member of both
the House of Representatives and U.S. Senate, his
experience and conservative credentials are without parallel.
In these uncertain economic and security times,
Gov. Allen’s experienced
voice and seniority in the
Senate representing Virginia will be of immense
importance. His three
opponents are all essentially single-issue candidates without qualification or experience.
None approaches Gov.
Allen’s breadth and depth
of experience on the
national level. We need
his strong and steady hand
to get the federal budget
back in balance, reform
the federal government in
its defined constitutional
responsibilities and avoid
reckless reductions in our
national defense posture.
I urge a strong turnout
in support of Gov. Allen
in the June 12 Republican
Primary. Even Democrats
are invited to try voting
Republican in preparation
for supporting Sen. Allen
in November.
Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

Final dispatch
This marks the
last edition in which
campaign letters will
appear regarding the
June 12 Republican
Primary.
Remember to vote.

I’m at a place in my life where:

Exercising is more importa nt
tha n trimming the hedges.

Equal Housing Opportunity © 2012 RWC

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury’s proprietary wellness program,
Fitness for Life, helps residents live longer, fuller and healthier lives. More
than 70 percent of our residents participate in classes like
Hatha Yoga and Strength & Balance to maintain and improve
endurance, balance and flexibility. To learn more, call to request
your complimentary copy of our Embrace Life Today DVD.

E mbrace life on your terms.

804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444 www.embracelifeatrwc.org 132 Lancaster Drive Irvington, Virginia 22480
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VIMS reports record number of young scallops in mid-Atlantic
GLOUCESTER POINT—
Recent surveys by Virginia
Institute of Marine Science
researchers reveal an unprecedented number of young
scallops in two ﬁshery management areas off the midAtlantic coast.
The high levels of scallop
“seed” should generate signiﬁcant commercial catches in
three years, when the scallops
are ﬁve years old, according to
VIMS.
That’s good news for the
continued success of the
Atlantic sea scallop ﬁshery, a
model of effective collaboration among scientists, resource
managers, and commercial
ﬁshing interests that sustains
the most valuable wild scallop
ﬁshery in the world. U.S. scallop landings totaled $455.1
million in 2010 (latest available data), with 15% of those
dollars accruing to Virginia.
Scallopers in the Commonwealth landed $70.2 million
worth of sea scallops in 2010,
35% of the total value of Virginia’s seafood landings for
the year.
The VIMS surveys are part
of the Sea Scallop Research
Set-Aside Program, a component of the Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery Management Plan
in which commercial scallopers each year set aside proceeds from a portion of their
“Total Allowable Catch” to
fund scallop-related research.
This year’s set-aside is for 1.25
million pounds.
“Scallops are currently
valued at $9.35 per pound, so

Large numbers of two-year-old scallops portend an
abundant adult population in three years time. These
scallops were part of a single tow in the Hudson Canyon
Closed Area that returned 13,000 juvenile scallops.

this year’s set-aside will fund
more than $10 million of
research,” said VIMS emeritus professor Bill DuPaul, a
key ﬁgure in establishing the
scientist-scalloper partnership
in the mid-1980s.
The research is administered through a competitive
grant program managed by
the National Marine Fisheries
Service with input on research
priorities from industry advisors.
VIMS scientists, led by Dr.
David Rudders of the Marine
Advisory Service program,
successfully competed for
ﬁve set-aside grants this year,
earning funds to conduct
high-resolution monitoring
surveys in offshore scallopmanagement areas from Virginia to New England.
The VIMS surveys provide

the data needed to determine
the abundance and health of
adult and juvenile scallops
within several offshore zones
that are managed on a rotating
basis. These so-called “closed
areas”—the DelMarVa, Elephant Trunk, Hudson Canyon,
Nantucket Lightship, and
Georges Bank I and II—are
opened to ﬁshing when surveys show a sufﬁcient adult
population, and closed when
the adult population reaches a
pre-deﬁned threshold or when
surveys show a large number
of young scallops.
Restricting access to the
juvenile seed scallops allows
scallopers to take advantage
of the rapid growth between
three and ﬁve years of age,
when the scallops more than
double in weight. By waiting,
the scallopers get more meat

per shell and a more proﬁtable product.
Rudders, DuPaul and
technician Jessica Bergeron
conduct their surveys aboard
commercial scallop vessels
using a pair of dredges—an
8-foot survey dredge with
2-inch rings and a liner to
allow for sampling of the
small seed scallops, and a
unlined, 14- or 15-foot commercial dredge with 4-inch
rings to facilitate comparison
with commercial catches.
The standard length for each
dredge tow is one nautical
mile. Each survey trip takes
7 to 9 days depending on
weather and other “unpredictables.”
The team’s reports of
unprecedented numbers of
seed scallops come from the
ﬁrst pair of this year’s ﬁve
scallop-monitoring surveys.

The ﬁrst survey took place
between April 18 and 26
within the DelMarVa Closed
Area aboard the F/V Stephanie B II out of Seaford. The
second took place from
May 4-9 within the Hudson
Canyon Closed Area aboard
the F/V Kathy Ann out of
Barnaget Light, N.J.
DuPaul notes the team
“observed a record-breaking
number of scallop seed in
both closed areas, including
a tow in the northern part of
the Hudson Canyon Closed
Area that returned more than
13,000 seed.”
To put that in perspective, Rudders said “Anything
over 100 seed scallops per
tow is pretty good, anything
above 1,000 is excellent, and
anything above 10,000 is
remarkable. In the course of
the work that has been done

at VIMS, this was certainly
the most seed scallops over a
wide area that we have ever
observed.”
“Our ﬁndings are important
because they indicate a successful ‘recruitment’ of oneto two-year-old seed scallops,”
said DuPaul.”The mid-Atlantic scallop resource hasn’t
had a signiﬁcant recruitment
event in the past several years,
which was clearly worrisome.
To see the really small seed is
very encouraging, as we don’t
often see them at all.”
The ofﬁcial reports that are
generated from the 2012 scallop surveys will be reviewed
at the August meeting of the
New England Fishery Management Council Scallop
Plan Development Team.
The results will be used for
scallop management in 2013
and 2014.
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F.D. Crockett

F.D. Crockett is invited to Opsail 2012
DELTAVILLE—The F.D. Crockett, Deltaville Maritime Museum’s restored logbottomed buyboat, has been invited to participate in Opsail 2012 in Norfolk.
The F.D. Crockett will leave the museum
dock June 7 and display in Norfolk until
June 12 when it will join the tall ships in a
“Parade up the Bay.”
Opsail 2012 is a major feature of the
Norfolk Harborfest celebration at Norfolk
Waterside and Town Point Park on the Eliz-

abeth River June 6 through 12.
John England and an all-volunteer crew
restored the buyboat to original working
condition and conﬁguration. Visitors can
get a real “feel’ for how a captain and two
crew members lived and worked. Buyboats
traditionally worked and ran six days a
week, night and day.
The Deltaville Maritime Museum and
Holly Point Nature Park are on Mill Creek
at 287 Jackson Creek Road in Deltaville.

Life jackets save lives—’Wear It’
RICHMOND—National
Safe Boating Week was May
19 through 25 and the Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF)
reminded all boaters to
remember some important
safety tips this season.
One of the best ways for
boaters to stay safe is to always
wear a life jacket while on the
water. A signiﬁcant number
of boaters who lose their lives
by drowning each year would
be alive today had they worn
their life jackets. The VDGIF
wants boaters to “Wear It”—
make a commitment to wear
their life jackets at all times
while on the water.
While getting ready for the
boating season, boat owners
need to make sure they have
life jackets in good condition that ﬁt every occupant of
the boat, including children.
There are numerous life jacket
designs that appeal to youngsters, and by getting them
involved in the selection, they

are more likely to wear one
without a fuss. Inﬂatable life
jackets make it easy for adults
to “Wear It” while enjoying
their time on the water and
being a good role model for
young people on their boats.
Before you head out on the
water, take a boating safety
course. Virginia’s Boating
Safety Education Compliance
Requirement states boaters
must take a boating safety
education course approved
by the National Association
of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) and
accepted by VDGIF.
This requirement is being
phased in over the next several years. Currently, personal
water craft (PWC) operators ages 50 and younger
and motorboat operators 20
and younger must complete
a boating safety education
course and have proof of that
in their possession while operating a boat or PWC.
The next important date is

Swapping war stories
Two Army buddies originally from the Edwardsville
area recently got together to reminisce. From left are
Garland Palmore and Douglas Fallin, both in their 90s.
In 1943, Palmore served as a radio operator and gunner
on a Flying Fortress and ﬂew 50 bombing missions in the
Mediterranean area. Fallin was in the Battle of the Bulge.
These battles took place December 1944 and January
1945. The ﬁghting went through Belgium, France and
Germany.

July 1, 2012, when all PWC
operators over the age of
14 and motorboat operators
age 30 and younger will be
required to complete a boating safety education course
and carry proof of that in their
possession while operating the
vessel.
An optional Lifetime Virginia Boating Safety Education Card is available to those
who meet the boating safety
education requirement. This
durable,
‘drivers-license’
styled card is available for
a fee of $10. You can get an
application by visiting dgif.
virginia.gov/boating/lifetimeboater-card/
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