
LOTTSBURG—What kind of 
value do you place on driver’s edu-
cation? Northumberland school 
officials are still trying to answer 
that question.

In March, the school board 
decided to eliminate the fulltime 
driver’s ed position along with four 
other non-mandated positions cur-
rently held by employees who will 
be retiring next year. 

It also was decided the division 
would continue to maintain an 
instructional vehicle and provide 
insurance. The board has since 
been struggling to decide if a fee 
should be charged for the driver 
training classes.

At Monday’s meeting, assistant 
superintendent Dale Wittler sug-
gested a $125 fee for driver’s edu-
cation services.

“I think $125 is a fair price. We 
could do a scholarship for students 
or families in need, but the going 
price for schools in the Northern 
Neck is $125,” said Wittler.

Board member Dick Saxer 
expressed his dissatisfaction with 
the proposal, indicating that the 
fee is based on the assumption that 
retiring instructor Rick DeVivi 
would continue to provide the ser-
vice on a part-time basis.

“It seems to me what we’re 
predicating this upon Mr. DeVivi 
coming back as a driver’s ed 
teacher. We never decided on 
that,” said Saxer. “I think that $125 
is fair but if we happen to go out 
and bid and someone says we’ll do 
it for $75 a child, that’s what we 
should do.”

Saxer then made a motion to 
seek bids for the service, includ-
ing a car provided, maintained and 

insured by the instructor. It was 
seconded by Myrtle Phillips and 
the motioned carried on a 4-1 vote. 
Susan Saunders was not present.

Another controversial matter 
before the board was quickly 
resolved. During last month’s 
meeting, Mid-County Rescue 
Squad president Larry Wagner’s 
request that the sale of rifles and 
long-barrel guns be permitted 
during its Fall Extravaganza fund-
raiser at the high school was met 
with mixed opinions.

The matter was put to rest this 
month with the following state-
ment from superintendent Clint 
Stables, read by chairman Betty 
Christopher:

“Judge McKinney said that he 
could not find an exception to the 
no guns in school rule unless they 
are being used in an instructional 
program like a hunter safety pro-
gram. He believes that permitting 
the sale of guns at school would be 
a violation of the law. I have com-
municated this to Larry Wagner 

and they have agreed that they will 
not permit gun sales at the yard 
sale.”

With the retirement of super-
intendent Clint Stables rapidly 
approaching, public input on select-
ing a successor is being sought in 
the form of a survey available on 
the school board’s website. Com-
pleted surveys should be returned 
to Lois Gilbert at the school board 
office by May 22.

On May 10, the board held a 
meeting with the Virginia School 
Boards Association to discuss the 
search process. As a result of the 
meeting, several dates of interest 
were posted.

At 6 p.m. May 22 a public hear-
ing will be held for citizen input.

From May 25 through June 22 
applications will be accepted. On 
July 2, a second meeting with the 
VSBA will be held.

In July and August, candidates 
will be interviewed and in Septem-
ber the new superintendent will be 
announced.

The Northumberland school board is soliciting bids for 
behind-the-wheel driver’s education training.

Bids should be submitted on a per-student basis, said assis-
tant superintendent Dale Wittler. The instructor must provide a 
car and pay all expenses for its maintenance, including insur-
ance.

Sealed bids are due by 2 p.m. June 7, said Wittler. Indicate 
“driver’s ed. bid” on the envelope. They may be delivered by 
hand to the school board office, or mailed to 2172 Northumber-
land Highway, Lottsburg, VA 22511.

Questions should be directed to Wittler at 529-6134.

Northumberland seeks
bids for instructor & car
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KILMARNOCK—The town 
council on Monday, May 21, will 
conduct a public hearing on a pro-
posed fiscal year 2012-13 budget 
totaling $3,960,829. As prepared 
by town manager Tom Saunders, 
the total is $26,460 more than the 
current year, excluding transfer 
funds. 

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in 
the town hall at 514 North Main 
Street.

No increase is projected for 
the tax levy, which will remain 
at $.10 per $100 of assessed 
value for real estate and $0.16 
per $100 value for personal prop-
erty. Water and sewer rates would 
remain unchanged. The plan does 
not include a pay hike for town 
employees. 
General fund 

The general fund totals 
$1,891,985, up $7,836 compared 
to current year actuals.

The anticipated general oper-
ating revenues of $1,891,985 are 
up slightly at 0.5%, and exclude 
water and sewer funds. 

Estimated expenditures of 
$1,777,349 are down 0.5% and 
include $668,994 for administra-
tion, $372,615 for public safety, 
$210,150 for public works, 
$155,590 for debt service on 
the Main Street revitalization, 
$370,000 for capital improvement 
projects including improvements 
for streets and general repairs, 
and $150,000 for block grant 
expenses. The total also reflects 
a $114,636 transfer to the reserve 
fund balance.
Water fund

The water fund totals $645,190, 
down $157,308 from the current 
year due primarily to a lower cap-
ital improvement project alloca-
tion.

Anticipated revenues include 
$436,000 in operating revenues 
and $209,190 in transfer funds 
from the general fund. 

Estimated expenditures include 
$327,100 for operating expenses, 
$98,090 for debt service, and 
$220,000 for capital improvement 
projects, including water line 
extensions and radio-read meters.
Sewer fund

The sewer fund totals 
$1,423,654, down $89,136 from 
the current year.

Anticipated revenues include 
$699,850 in operating revenues 
and $723,804 in transfer funds 
from the reserve balance.

Estimated expenses include 
$595,380 for operating expenses; 
$408,274 for debt service for 
upgrades to the waste water treat-
ment plant, new lines and new 
tower in 1996, and $420,000 for 
capital improvement projects. 
Discussions

About a dozen citizens attended 
council’s May 2 budget work-
shop. Also present were council 
members Mae Umphlett, Rebecca 
Nunn, vice-mayor William Smith, 
Denis Bouslough and council-
men-elect Emerson Gravatt and 
Howard Straughan.

Not attending the workshop 
were mayor Raymond Booth and 
council member Shawn Donahue.

Citizens questioned the town’s 
progress in repairing and replac-
ing infrastructure on the water 
and sewer system. 

“We’re making pretty good 
progress,” including investing 
some $20,000 each year in the lift 
stations, Saunders reported. 

One question which comes up 
every year centered on town taxes 
being used to subsidize the water 
and sewer system.

“The town should not be sub-
sidizing water and sewer. People 
using the system should pay for 
it...not those who have their own 
wells and septic systems,” said 
former councilman Les Spivey.

Saunders noted the govern-
ment will eventually mandate that 
water and sewer services be fully 
funded by users. 

“We are all residents in Kil-
marnock. None of us want to see 
utility rates increase,” said Nunn. 
“Our water and sewer system 
is the town’s biggest amenity...
it attracts businesses to locate to 
town. Eventually, federal and state 
mandates will come down that 
force us to increase utility rates” 
equal to actual costs, she stated.

Saunders reported that for the 
first time in seven years, every 
fire hydrant in town is working 
and that town employees continue 
to slowly replace all the utility 
meters with radio meters, which 
are less labor intensive.

Spivey suggested the town use 
the lodging tax to market the 
town. Increasing tourism will 
create more tax revenue for the 
town, he noted.

Smith said the administration 
and finance committee estimates 
for future income are conserva-
tive based on questions about 

HEATHSVILLE—As Nor-
thumberland County drafts a 
budget for fiscal year 2012-13, 
the administration and supervi-
sors may be faced with challenges 
related to real estate assessment 
figures.

In a formal resolution released 
after its March 8 meeting, the 

board refused to accept last year’s 
reassessment work by Blue Ridge 
Mass Appraisal Service, declaring 
the data set to be overwhelmingly 
wrong with missing structures, 
inconsistent valuing of similar 
properties, inaccurate classifica-
tions of property and a lack of 
structure photos. As a result, the 
2006 assessment values, includ-
ing new construction, will be used 

for the 2012 tax year.
Following a closed session last 

Thursday, the board decided to 
hire Pearson’s Appraisal Services 
to complete a new reassessment at 
a rate of $13.80 per parcel.

A budget work session with 
the school board was scheduled 
for yesterday. A June 14 adoption 

Reedville rocks
Andrew Kidwell of Henrico landed the biggest catch in 
the 29th annual Reedville Fishing Derby last Saturday. 
He’s holding the 40.36-pound rockfish above. For more 
coverage see page C1. For more photos visit RRecord.com, 
or facebook.com/SmithPointSeaRescue. 

$3.96 million budget set
for hearing in Kilmarnock

by Audrey Thomasson

BUDGET, continued on page A2

Marking a 100th anniversary
The Lancaster chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy held a rededication ceremony 
for the Lancaster Confederate Monument on Saturday. The marker was originally dedicated on July 
27, 1872. Mrs. Henry Pittman (left) and Mrs. Edward Davis presented a floral tribute. The event was 
part of the chapter’s 100th anniversary celebration which included an exhibit opening at the Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and Library and a grave marker dedication at St. Mary’s Whitechapel Episcopal 
Church. Photo by Shannon Rice

School board ponders
a driver’s education fee

by Shannon Rice

Northumberland budget discussions
begin; startup help offered to businesses

by Shannon Rice

SUPERVISORS, continued on page A2
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HEATHSVILLE—In 
response to numerous inqui-
ries from customers, the 
Heathsville post office has 
requested a change in the 
Hacks Neck area ZIP Code 
from Heathsville (22473) to 
Burgess (22432).

The distance between the 
Heathsville and Burgess 
post offices is 8.34 miles. 
According to Heathsville 
postmaster Andy Hall, some 
customers must travel over 
16 miles to pick up mail.

In the request to the 
Northumberland board of 

supervisors, Hall noted 
that changing the ZIP Code 
would save the post office 
14.35 miles a day in earned 
mileage allowance. Cutting 
out over 4,333 miles a year 
at 71.5 cents a mile would 
save $3,098 annually.

Hall also said carriers 
could complete their routes 
earlier due to 10% less mail 
to work in distribution. 

“If you put more busi-
ness in a little post office, 
then you increase their sus-
tainability,” said District 4 
supervisor Tommy Tomlin, 
who also suggested having 
the postmaster consider 

making a similar change to 
the Wicomico Church area.

While it appears that the 
ZIP code change has many 
benefits, county administra-
tor Kenny Eades cautioned 
the board about making 
a hasty decision during 
Thursday’s regular meet-
ing.

“Not everybody knows 
about it (the request),” 
said Eades. “There could 
be quite a few people who 
are inconvenienced for one 
reason or another.”

Although not required, 
the supervisors decided to 
schedule a public meeting 

I RV I N G TO N — G o o d 
planning incorporates a 
community’s culture and 
heritage without busting the 
bank. That was the summa-
tion by two architects and 
an urban planner Monday 
during a meeting with citi-
zens to kick off future plans 

the direction the economy 
might take in the coming 
year. However, he noted 
current expenses are about 
what was expected.
Meeting II

At a subsequent finance 
committee meeting on the 
budget May 4, council 
members took issue with a 
budget line item that desig-
nates $2,000 for the mayor 
to award as he choses. It was 
decided to roll the expendi-
ture into “public service 
support” for the fire depart-
ment and rescue squad.

“The mayor should not 
make personal contributions 

date is anticipated.
“As of right now, all num-

bers are as requested,” said 
county administrator Kenny 
Eades.

With the upcoming 
budget approval in mind, the 
Northumberland Economic 
Development Commission 
brought a proposal before 
the board in hopes of bring-
ing more money into the 
county. 

“We have experienced 
some businesses closing 
up both in the county and 
from without, such as Poto-

mac Supply, which brought 
severe consequences to 
many of our citizens. And 
while some businesses have 
failed, they are being fol-
lowed by new efforts,” said 
the commission’s executive 
director Dick Saxer.

Saxer told the board the 
commission is starting a 
new business incubator to 
nurture startup businesses 
by providing them with 
basic help, communication 
support, presentation facili-
ties, business information 
and, in some cases, even the 

financing required to make 
them successful.

The center of operations 
for this small-business center 
will be the unused upstairs 
courtroom in the courthouse. 

Following a motion made 
by District 1 supervisor Joe 
Self, seconded by District 
3 supervisor Jim Long, the 
board unanimously approved 
the initiative in addition 
to having a telephone line 
installed in the upstairs of 
the old courthouse. Chair-
man Ronald Jett was not 
present.

From left, Randal Kipp and Steven Reiss discuss ideas 
for the town commons to reflect the town’s history and 
bring the community together.

by Audrey Thomasson

Culture and heritage are planning themes for Irvington Commons
for the Irvington Commons 
and adjacent town property.

Irvington residents Ralph 
Higgins, Randal Kipp and 
Steven Reiss lent their pro-
fessional expertise to help 
their neighbors and town 
officials incorporate Irving-
ton’s newly acquired prop-
erty on Chesapeake Drive 
into a broader plan for the 
Commons.

“There is an opportunity 
to do something really spe-
cial here,” said Kipp after 
the meeting. “Irvington 
residents would just love...
an iconic community place 
they can gather. There was 

lots of dialogue and com-
munity interest in the prod-
uct—there is no money, 
but everyone is inspired 
to make Irvington a better 
place.”

With no funding available 
from the town, Higgins said 
the most important first step 
is to establish a nonprofit 
organization. He also sug-
gested looking at the two 
pieces of property as one 
piece and that some things 
may need to be shuffled 
around to accommodate an 
overall plan. 

“We need to build a story 
about Irvington in the Com-

mons,” suggested Reiss.
With the suggestion of a 

brick pathway and multi-
functional areas by Edwina 
Crockett, Higgins said the 
town could build on that 
idea and incorporate the 
town’s rich history and 
waterman background.

About 40 residents 
attended the session and 
filled out surveys on the 
project.

Kipp said the information 
will be consolidated into 
diagrams and two or three 
concepts will be developed 
for a future meeting. No 
meeting date was set.

Hacks Neck petitions supervisors for ZIP Code change
by Shannon Rice about the proposal during 

its regular session June 14. 
The motion was made by 
Tomlin and seconded by 
District 3 supervisor Jim 
Long.

Treasurer Ellen Kirby 
announced her office has 
gained approval to accept 
passport applications. 

The treasurer’s office has 
been trying to gain approval 
for this service since the 
clerk’s office let it go in 
2010, said Kirby. The Reed-
ville post office has been 
the only location in the 

county offering the service 
and requires scheduling an 
appointment within a lim-
ited time frame. 

“I think the advantage 
of our office doing it is 
that we have a place where 
people can come in and 
ask questions in private. 
As you well know that the 
information that’s going 
on the passport applica-
tions is highly private and 
you don’t want to stand at 
a counter talking to people 
with everyone else stand-
ing there,” said Kirby.

Supervisors begin budget discussions
continued from page A1

Budget set for hearing
continued from page A1

with taxpayers’ money,” 
said Nunn in defending the 
move. 

The mayor did not attend 
the meeting.

In a discussion on pay 
increases for town employ-
ees, Smith said he had con-
cerns with giving any pay 
increase at this time. Nunn 
agreed. 

However, Saunders noted 
the town may have to add 
an additional 1% to 5% 
to employee paychecks 

based on the state requir-
ing employees to contrib-
ute more into the Virginia 
retirement system.
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Heathsville Farmers’ Market 
Located in the Historic Heathsville Square

Saturday, May 19:  9 am – 1 pm
Come join the Northern Neck Kennel 

Club’s Agility Dogs & A BIG SURPRISE!

Enjoy vendors with:
* Breads * Produce * Honey * Jewelry * Plants * Clothing 
* Furniture * Longaberger * Baked Goodies * NN Master 

Gardeners * Lions Club Brooms * Table Runners * Lawn Art 
* Pampered Chef * Quilted Items and more ….

For more Market information or tickets call 804-580-3377

We buy
gold
silver

& coins

Free estimate,
instant payment

                   www.burkesjewelers.com
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~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock

804-435-1302 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

K I L M A R N O C K —
Many people proudly fly 
the American flag, but 
what do you do when it 
becomes frayed and tat-
tered and unservicable? 

That was a question Kil-
marnock assistant town 
manager Susan Cockrell 
asked the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary.

“I wanted to know the 
proper way to respectfully 
dispose of the town’s flags 
that have served our com-

munity over the years,” 
said Cockrell. “The Coast 
Guard and the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary have par-
ticipated in many town 
events, so I thought they 
would be a great source.”

The auxiliary came up 
with an even better idea. 
Why not offer an opportu-
nity to area citizens to dis-
pose of flags in the proper 
manner?  So with Cockrell 
and the auxiliary working 
together, they planned a 

flag burning ceremony on 
Flag Day, June 14.

“We are frequently 
asked about the proper 
way to dispose of our 
national flag,” said vice 
commander Ed Hind. “So 
we thought the auxiliary 
could provide a public 
service by working with 
the town and offering a 
flag-burning ceremony 
that is conducted with 
respect and honor to our 
flag.”

“It may seem a contra-
diction to burn a flag on 
Flag Day, but that is the 
best day as recommended 
by the American Legion,” 
said staff officer Frans 
Kasteel. “We will conduct 
a short ceremony to honor 
our flag and dispose them 
in a respectful and proper 
manner.”

Citizens may drop off 
used flags from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. June 14 at the town 
lot on North Main Street.

L A N C A S T E R —
Lancaster planning 
commission members 
will hear a presentation 
by Gayl Fowler, former 
president of SAIF Water 
Wells, at tonight’s meet-

ing. The meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. in the 
administration building 
in Lancaster. 

Fowler’s presentation 
is part of a continuing 
discussion on updates to 

Chapter 3 of the compre-
hensive plan, dealing with 
protection of Lancaster’s 
potable water supply. 

Planners also will 
elect new officers at 
tonight’s meeting.

NEWPORT NEWS—
The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commis-
sion will meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 22, at 2600 
Washington Avenue in 
Newport News.

Public hearings slated 
for noon include proposed 
amendments pertaining to 
restrictions on shellfish, to 
establish public and private 
warm-water oyster harvest 
measures that will ensure 

public health safety.
The VMRC also will 

receive public comment 
on proposed amendments 
pertaining to the tagging 
of shellfish, to establish a 
method of identifying har-
vested shellfish according 
to their original Virginia 
harvest area at any time of 
the year, to include tags to 
identify harvested oysters 
for shucking or post-har-
vest processing only.

Written comments 
should be mailed to Robert 
L. O’Reilly, VMRC Fisher-
ies Management Division, 
2600 Washington Avenue, 
3rd Floor, Newport News, 
VA 23607, by 5 p.m. May 
21.  Copies of the pro-
posed regulations may be 
reviewed at the Commis-
sion from 8:15 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Mondays through Fri-
days and may be obtained 
by calling the commission 
at 757-247-2248. 

Relay for Life race is on
 A “crazy car” lap was one of many themed laps during the Lancaster/Northumberland 
Relay for Life event held Saturday at Northumberland High School. Other activities 
included carnival games, a silent auction, and a luminaria ceremony after sundown. 
Proceeds benefit the American Cancer Society. Photo by Shannon Rice

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland County 
Treasurer’s Office recently 
announced that it now accepts 
passport applications on 
behalf of the U.S. Department 
of State. 

U. S. citizens planning 
international travel may apply 
for their passports Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. at the treasurer’s 
office in the courthouse at 72 
Monument Place in Heaths-
ville. 

“I am delighted to be able 
to offer this service to our 
citizens,” said Treasurer Ellen 
Booker Kirby. “Our entire 
staff is training to accept 
passport applications and no 
appointment is necessary. 

We have the forms available 
in the office and can provide 
information about documen-
tation required and fees.” 

Application forms and 
information, as well as other 
passport and international 
travel information can be 
found by visiting the official 
website for passport informa-
tion: travel.state.us. 

I RV I N G TO N — Wi t h 
only the mayor and two 
council members present, 
the Irvington town council 
failed to reach a quorum 
May 10.

Mayor Ralph “Rannie” 
Ransone, vice-mayor Kath-
leen Pollard and member 
Robert Westbrook were 
present. Ed Sulick was 
absent due to recent sur-
gery, and R. Wayne Nun-
nally, Jerry Latell and Gene 
Edmonds were out of town.

Mayor Ransone discussed 
whether he or Pollard should 
attend the Christ Church 
Foundation membership 
meeting to present a resolu-
tion on Charles Carter as the 
first person to grow French 
grapes for wine in the “new 
world.” They agreed to 
work something out before 
the May 24 event.

Members set dates for a 
public hearing and vote on 
the proposed 2013 budget 
for the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1. The hearing is 
scheduled for June 14 and 
the second reading and vote 
on the budget will be held 
June 21.

Westbrook expressed 
concern that council not 
hold the vote too close to 
the June 30 deadline, in 
case they find themselves 
without a quorum again.

There was some discus-
sion on a proposed icon for 
the town, which includes a 
rendering of a steamship 
and the words “Town of 
Irvington, Irvington, Vir-
ginia” and “Carter’s Creek, 
1734.”

It was decided to use the 
proposed icon for the Carter 
resolution and to continue 
the discussion when all 
members are present.

Kilmarnock officials recently handed over used flags to 
Coast Guard Auxiliary members for proper disposal. 
From left are Frans Kasteel, town council member 
Rebecca Nunn, vice mayor William Smith and Ed Hind.

Town and flotilla to sponsor flag burning ceremony June 14

Northumberland treasurer’s office
is now accepting passport applications

Lack of a quorum
slows council business

by Audrey Thomasson

The Agenda
Local Government News

 Be heard
 The “Warner on Your 

Corner” informational cam-
paign will visit the Lan-
caster Community Library 
at 235 School Street in Kil-
marnock from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. June 21. 

A representative from 
U.S. Sen. Mark Warner’s 
office will provide informa-
tion and assist individuals 
who have specific questions 
or problems with federal 
agencies. 

NEWS 
BREAK

 Honors
The King and Queen 

County Historical Society’s 
Museum Council recently 
honored James C. Kelly, 
former director of muse-
ums at the Virginia Histori-
cal Society and now chief 
of Museums for the U.S. 
Army.

A luncheon was held April 
21 at Bewdley Farm in King 
and Queen to thank Kelly 
for all of his help in the 
development and design of 
the King and Queen Court-
house Tavern Museum.

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RRecord.com

Tuesdays  a t  noon
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merroir a tasting room

home of Rappahannock River Oysters

™

at Locklies Marina

We’re pleased to announce that we are now open every single day of the week!

We sell our farm-raised oysters to the finest restaurants in the country, and believe it makes sense 
to also showcase them just a few hundred yards from where they are harvested.  

We serve the oysters alongside artisanal small plates, specialty beers and a great wine 
selection…all with sweeping views of the Rappahannock River and Locklies Creek.

Come help us celebrate some watershed moments this month – a mention in the June 2012 issue of 
Food & Wine magazine, the successful launch of our joint collaboration 

Rappahannock River Oyster Stout with Flying Dog Brewery and the recent filming 
on-site of Bravo TV’s upcoming new show, Life After Chef.

Daily Seating Sunday - Thursday 11:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Friday - Saturday 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

784 Locklies Creek Rd, Topping, VA  •  804.758.2871
facebook.com/merroir

™

7th Annual

Heritage Concert
presented by

Rappahannock Women’s 
Chorale

with an Armed Forces Salute &

Northern Neck Big Band
Saturday, May 19, at 8 p.m.
Lancaster Middle School Theater

Sunday, May 20, at 3 p.m.
Northumberland High

School Auditorium 
Advance Tickets are available at:
($10 in advance,  $15 at the door)

Bank of Lancaster in Kilmarnock, Main Branch
Chesapeake Bank in Lively
Lilian Lumber in Burgess

Ross’s Rings and Things in Kilmarnock
The Box in White Stone

Concert proceeds support music in local public schools.

Be there! The music is great,
 fun and uplifting!

Ad sponsored by Margaret Socey & Keith Miller

LIVELY—A teenage 
motorist was killed Sunday 
night after his vehicle ran 
off the side of the road, over-
turned and hit a tree.

Michael S. Navetta II, 19, 
was killed shortly before 
9:30 p.m. Sunday, May 13, 
on White Chapel Road, about 
150 feet south of  Old Bethel 
Road in Lancaster County, 
according to State Police Sgt. 
Thomas J. Molnar.

The crash occurred when 
the 1988 BMW 7351 ran 

off the left side of the road-
way and the driver overcor-
rected, causing the vehicle to 
cross back over the road and 
run off the right side of the 
roadway striking a culvert, 
reported Molnar.

The impact caused the 
vehicle to overturn and strike 
a tree before catching on fire. 
Navetta died at the scene, 
reported Molnar. Police are 
investigating whether the 
victim was wearing a seat-
belt.

“Mike was such a pleasure 
to coach,” said Welby Saun-

ders, Lancaster High School 
(LHS) baseball coach. “He 
was a good young man with 
so much potential. That 
makes this even more tragic. 
The only thing he loved more 
than baseball was his mom.”

Navetta played baseball 
and football at LHS for two 
years and was attending 
Rappahannock Community 
College.

Navetta lived in the 50 
block of Sandy Lane in Lan-
caster County.  

The accident remains 
under investigation.

WHITE STONE—The 
body of an elderly woman 
that was recovered near 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Bridge about 10:30 a.m. 
May 10 has been identified 
as Patricia W. Taylor, 77, 
a resident of a Manassas-
area assisted living facil-
ity, reported Capt. Martin 
Shirilla of the Lancaster 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

Shortly before 3 a.m. 
Mrs. Taylor’s vehicle was 
reported by several motor-
ists as being parked and 
unattended at or near the 
crest of the Norris bridge, 
said Capt. Shirilla.

The sheriff ’s staff 
responded to the scene and 
found the car to be oper-
able.  No pedestrians were 
seen in the area by depu-
ties from either Lancaster 
or Middlesex County, 
which also received similar 
reports, he said. The vehi-
cle was towed to the Lan-
caster Sheriff ’s Office for 
processing and storage.

Based on information 
found inside the vehicle, 
Northumberland authori-
ties checked a residence 
on Mallard Drive about 
4 a.m., finding no one at 
home.  Additional infor-
mation led to contacts with 
the Manassas-area assist-
ing living center, whose 
staff confirmed that Mrs. 
Taylor had duly logged out 
of the facility on her own 
about 8 p.m. and had not 
returned, continued Shi-
rilla.

Mrs. Taylor’s son was 
contacted about 9:30 a.m. 
and notified of events as 
known at that time. The 
sheriff ’s staff also noti-
fied the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 

Rescue squad holds open house
Lunch was on the house Saturday at the Kilmarnock Lancaster County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad open house. Families and visitors lined up for hamburgers and hot dogs 
grilled by squad members and were entertained by Smoky the Bear. Demonstrations 
included police dog teams in action, helicopter rescue and first responder teams like 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department, the U.S. Coast Guard and the rescue squad. 
Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster teen dies
in single-car accident

by Audrey Thomasson

Body found near Norris 
bridge has been identified

(VMRC) and met with the 
crew working on the bridge 
in the event that a body or 
other evidence was found 
in the area of the bridge.  

An hour later VMRC 
located the body in the 
water near the bridge, he 
said.  

As with any suspicious 
death, the body was trans-

ferred to the Office of the 
State Medical Examiner 
for an autopsy.

At this time the case is 
classified as an unattended 
death by accident or sui-
cide. A full report from 
the medical examiner’s 
office will not be available 
for about six weeks, said 
Shirilla.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County 

Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against five individuals.
Felonies

 Kristen R. Harding, 23, 
of Evergreen Drive was 
charged May 12 on a Nor-
thumberland County charge 
of grand larceny (felony). 

Hazel L. Taylor, 50, of 
Chase Street was charged 
May 14 with felony destruc-
tion of property.  
Misdemeanors

A Riverwood Drive 
woman, 27, was charged 
May 9 with issuing a bad 
check.

A Bald Eagle Drive man 
was charged May 9 with 
issuing a bad check.

A Topping area man, 35, 
was charged with reckless 
driving.
Activity report

May 8: Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Black 
Stump Road resident at the 
request of a concerned citi-
zen (no emergency services 
needed), and on the well-
being of an elderly man who 
appeared to be lost/confused 
in the 4300 block of Irving-
ton Road at the request of a 
concerned citizen (subject 
was gone on arrival). Staff 
responded to a child cus-
tody/visitation complaint in 
the Lively area, to a fight 
call on Thrasher Court, to 
a destruction of property 
complaint on Twin Branch 
Road (complainant declined 
to prosecute), to a noise 
violation complaint in the 
area of Clover Lane and to 
a disturbance call on Jeffery 
Avenue. 

May 9:  Staff responded 
to an injured game animal 
complaint in the 3700 block 
of Mary Ball Road, to a sus-
picious person complaint 
in the 7900 block of River 
Road, with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a two-vehi-
cle traffic crash near Mary 
Ball and Old Salem roads, to 
a complaint of a mental sub-
ject interfering with employ-
ees at the county adminis-
tration building and judicial 
center, and to a disturbance 
call on Greentown Road. 
Staff received a destruc-
tion of property report from 
the Dreamfields ball park 
(drink machine forced open; 
unknown amount of money 
taken; $500 damages). The 
school resource officer 
reported an aerosol disper-
sal incident near the chemis-
try lab at LHS (garlic-based 
fish oil attractant causing 
eye and throat irritation; 
students were removed from 
the area; the manufacturer 
was contacted and asked to 
send the MSDS information 
to the school).  

May 10:  Staff responded 
to several reports of an unat-
tended vehicle parked at/
near the peak of the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Bridge (see 
related story on page A ), 
to a shots fired complaint 
on Greentown Road, to a 
suspicious activity com-
plaint in the area of Lovers 
Lane, with the Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) 
to a possible burglary on 
Wiggins Avenue (no crimi-
nal incident), and to a shots 
fired/reckless handling of a 
firearm complaint on Wild-
flower Lane. Staff assisted in 
freeing a child from a stuck 
seat belt and received a resi-
dential burglary report from 

Twin Branch Road (gold 
Bulova watch, assorted jew-
elry, cash; $825 loss).

May 11:  Staff responded 
to a suspicious person/dis-
abled motorist complaint 
on North Main Street 
(driver pulled over to use 
cellphone), to a reckless 
driving complaint in the 
area of Claybrook Avenue, 
with KPD to a hit-and-run 
incident on private prop-
erty on North Main Street 
and to a noise violation 
complaint on Brent Court. 
Staff attempted to intercept 
a reported drunk driver in 
the Lively area.

May 12: Staff received 
a walk-in report of larceny 
from the 10400 block of 
Courthouse Road (1947 
model A John Deere tractor; 
$1,500 loss). Staff responded 
to an abandoned vehicle 
complaint in the 4400 block 
of Irvington Road, to a 
crowd control complaint on 
Irvington Road, to a noise 
violation complaint on Oak 
Hill Road, and to a noise 
violation complaint on 
Hodges Lane. Staff notified 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) of a 
downed stop sign at Irving-
ton and Weems roads and 
checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program par-
ticipant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not 
be made (telephone line 
problem).

May 13:  Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance 
on Lumberlost Road, to a 
traffic complaint on Fleets 
Bay Road, and to a traf-
fic complaint in the area of 
Windmill Point, Mosquito 
Point and Scott roads. Staff 
checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program par-
ticipant when prearranged 
telephone contact could 
not be made (telephone 
line problem). The school 
resource officer reported an 
assault by threat made by a 
student, a disorderly con-
duct incident, an indecent 
exposure by a female stu-
dent and a graffiti incident, 
all at LMS.  Shortly before 
9:30 p.m., staff received 
a report of a traffic crash 
near White Chapel and Old 
Bethel roads.  Michael S. 
Navetta, 19, of Sandy Lane 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene.  The road was closed 
for about three hours while 
the VSP fatal accident inves-
tigation team responded and 
documented the scene for 
detailed analysis.  The body 
was taken to Richmond for 
an autopsy and the final 
report will be released to the 
state police. 

May 14:  Staff checked 
on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant 
when prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made 
(telephone line problem), 
responded to a domestic 
disturbance (boyfriend/girl-
friend) on Chase Street, to 
an E911 disconnect call on 
Riverwood Drive (telephone 
line problem) and to a child 
custody/visitation complaint 
in the 9800 block of River 
Road.

Staff also conducted 15 
traffic stops, issued two 
summonses, assisted six 
motorists, reported a deer 
strike, handled four calls for 
traffic control, investigated 
four building alarms, logged 
seven inmate transports and 
fielded four calls for animal 

control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a structure fire 
on Browns Store Road and 
assisted Emergency Medical 
Services on Tammy Drive.

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to an aerosol dis-
persal incident at Lancaster 
High School, to an oil spill 
on Davis Mill Road and 
to a traffic crash on White 
Chapel and Old Bethel 
roads.

The White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash 
near Mary Ball and Old 
Salem roads.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against six 
individuals.
Felonies

Kevin J. Hall, 25, of Lan-
caster was charged May 12 
with a capias to show cause 
on a felony charge.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 23, 
was charged May 8 with 
driving suspended.

A White Stone man, 26, 
was charged May 8 with 
assault and battery. 

A Callao man, 25, was 
charged May 10 with failing 
to obey a court order.

A Lancaster man, 27, was 
charged May 12 with tres-
passing on a Newport News 
warrant.

A White Stone woman, 
19, was charged May 13 
with assault and battery.
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It’s Your Chance To
Make Civil War History!

Have your family Civil War Documents
Digitized for Posterity

For more information visit

FRIENDS OF STRATFORD HALL & “CIVIL WAR 150 PROJECT” DONORS FREE

$10 ADULTS ~ $5 CHILDREN (Under 5 FREE)

www.StratfordHall.org

Have your Civil War documents and photographs digitized by the 
Library of Virginia for inclusion in “The Civil War 150 Project”
Donor appointments are requested by calling 804.493.1972

Watch exciting Civil War reenactments

Civil War-era music by the Chamber Chorale of Fredericksburg

Get tips from renowned genealogist Laura Hazel on how to trace 
your Civil War ancestry

“Songs and Remembrances:
Civil War on the Northern Neck,”

Join us at Stratford Hall for

an exciting day of activities in which you’ll make and experience history!

Saturday, May 19  |  9:30am – 7:30pm
In Cooperation with The Library of Virginia’s

150th Legacy Project

RICHMOND— The U.S. 
Postal Service recently 
announced a new strategy 
that could keep the nation’s 
smallest post offi ces open 
for business, while provid-
ing a framework to achieve 
signifi cant cost savings as 
part of the plan to return 
the organization to fi nancial 
stability. 

The plan would keep the 
existing post offi ce in place, 
but with modifi ed retail 
window hours to match 
customer use. Access to the 
retail lobby and to PO boxes 
would remain unchanged, 
and the town’s ZIP Code 
and community identity 
would be retained. 

 “Meeting the needs of 
postal customers is, and 
will always be, a top prior-
ity. We continue to balance 
that by better aligning ser-
vice options with customer 
demand and reducing the 
cost to serve,” said Post-

master General and chief 
executive offi cer Patrick R. 
Donahoe. “With that said, 
we’ve listened to our cus-
tomers in rural America and 
we’ve heard them loud and 
clear – they want to keep 
their post offi ce open. We 
believe today’s announce-
ment will serve our custom-
ers’ needs and allow us to 
achieve real savings to help 
the Postal Service return to 
long-term fi nancial stabil-
ity.”

The new strategy would 
be implemented over a 
two-year, multi-phased 
approach and would not be 
completed until September 
2014. Once implementa-
tion is completed, the Postal 
Service estimates savings 
of a half billion dollars 
annually. 

 “The Postal Service 
is committed to serving 
America’s communities 
and providing a responsible 

In August 2011, the 
U.S.Postal Service indi-
cated Merry Point, Morat-
tico, Oldhams, Sandy Point 
and Sharps facilities were 
among some 95 locations 
under consideration for 
possible closure.

Options for contin-
ued service at that time 
included:

service to residents and busi-
nesses in the affected com-
munity by either rural carrier 
or highway contract route.

local business to create a 
Village Post Offi ce.

nearby post offi ce.
An alternative strategy 

announced last week would  
keep the existing post 
offi ce in place, but with 
modifi ed retail window 
hours to match customer 
use. Access to the retail 
lobby and to PO boxes 
would remain unchanged, 
and the town’s ZIP Code 
and community identity 
would be retained. 

Several more Northern 
Neck post offi ces are on a 

“preliminary list” of some 
12,983 rural facilities that 
would require additional 
review, analysis, and veri-
fi cation according to postal 
offi cials. The list is subject 
to change.

The following facili-
ties are on the preliminary 
list. They are posted here 
by ZIP Code, locality, the 
current number of retail 
window hours and the pro-
posed window retail hours 
each day:

8, 6.

6, 4.

8, 4.

6, 2.

Church, 8, 6.

U.S. Postal Service announces alternative for 
keeping smaller post offi  ces serving rural areas

and fair approach for our 
employees and customers,” 
said chief operating offi cer 
Megan Brennan. “The post 
offi ces in rural America 
will remain open unless a 
community has a strong 
preference for one of the 
other options. We will not 
close any of these rural post 
offi ces without having pro-
vided a viable solution.” 

 The Postal Service will 
provide an opportunity for 

the Postal Regulatory Com-
mission (PRC) to review 
this plan prior to making any 
changes. The Postal Service 
intends to fi le a request for 
an advisory opinion on the 
plan with the PRC later this 
month. Community meet-
ings would then be con-
ducted to review options in 
greater detail. Communities 
will be notifi ed by mail of 
the date, time and location 
of these meetings.  

 This new option comple-
ments existing alternatives, 
which include:

ery service to residents and 
businesses in the affected 
community by either rural 
carrier or highway contract 
route.

business to create a Village 
Post Offi ce.

nearby post offi ce.

 A voluntary early retire-
ment incentive for the 
nation’s more than 21,000 
non-executive postmasters 
was also announced.

Survey research con-
ducted by Opinion Research 
Corporation (ORC) in Feb-
ruary showed 54% of rural 
customers would prefer the 
new solution to maintain 
a local post offi ce; 46% 
prefer one of the previously 
announced solutions.

Several area sites 
added for review

SUBSCRIBE
435-1701

RRecord.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This past Saturday was the bi-annual 
Down on the Farm tour of the North-

ern Neck. This year’s venue centered 
on upper Westmoreland and lower King 
George counties. One of the host sites 
was Friendly Cottage Farm, where Jane 
van Valzah has established a wonder-
ful produce operation, growing a large 
fenced field of sumptuous vegetables and 
strawberries.  

As I toured her operation, I thought 
of my childhood visits with my parents 
to Friendly Cottage, where her grand-
mother, the late Muff Muff van Valzah, 
presided as one of the Northern Neck’s 
true and genuine characters. She and her 
husband, a physician, moved here from 
the Midwest where he had taught medi-
cine at The University of Wisconsin. Dr. 
van Valzah died soon thereafter, leaving 
Muff Muff to carry on in his stead.

Muff Muff thought expansively in 
everything she did. They bought their 
large farm with over a mile frontage on 
the Potomac River, and Muff Muff began 
her program of making it sustainable, 
long before that term came into vogue. 
Her concepts were revolutionary for their 
time. She envisioned both animal hus-
bandry and agriculture as the vehicles 
for making the land produce to its maxi-
mum.

The early farmhouse originally was 
down by the water, but after some of the 
great storms, she had it moved upland 
to a crest from which she could see the 
river. Many homes have been moved, but 
Muff Muff continued to live in hers all 
the while it was in transit. When she and 
it arrived at their new location, she set out 
to enhance it with a magnificent sunken 
garden, replete with every herb and rare 
plant imaginable, all of which she sur-
rounded with a brick wall.  Thomas Jef-
ferson could have learned from her.

She built chicken houses on the grand 
scale, and timbered lands as renewable 
sources of energy. She knew every square 
inch of the property, and guarded it zeal-

ously. I recall one occasion when we had 
joined her family for a picnic and swim 
in the Potomac. Always alert to what was 
happening on her land, Muff Muff spot-
ted some people building a fire on her 
shoreline across the line from Fairview 
Beach.  Wearing her very traditional 
bathing suit, she summoned one of her 
grandsons, and told him to ready one of 
the boats to take her up to the site, as she 
feared the trespassing tourists might start 
a forest fire. She boarded the outboard, 
stood in the front, and off they went with 
the grandson seated in the stern driving 
the boat. The fire doused, Muff Muff 
returned triumphant. The scene reminded 
me of Washington crossing the Dela-
ware, except it was in the summer, and 
an elderly lady in swimsuit was in com-
mand.

When she returned she discoursed on 
how important fire safety was in protect-
ing the land. Muff Muff’s perfect foil was 
her son-in-law, Jim Bernard, a prominent 
Washington attorney, who was married to 
her daughter, Lou. For her part, Lou had 
attended finishing school in Switzerland 
with the future Queen Fredrika of Greece, 
the granddaughter of Kaiser Wilhelm II 
of Germany. When King Paul and Queen 
Frederika visited President Eisenhower at 
The White House, the Queen insisted that 

the Bernards be included on the guest list 
for the State Dinner.

Jim Bernard would argue good-
naturedly with Muff Muff, sometimes 
exasperated by the vast extent of her 
plans, indeed dreams, for her property.  
The banter between them was amusing 
to watch and hear. In later years Muff 
Muff’s health declined, and she no longer 
could operate the farm at her former 
level. She died in 1970, and was buried in 
the Confederate Cemetery in Fredericks-
burg with her husband and their friend, 
the famous Russian Byzantinologist, A. 
A. Vasilieff, whom they had befriended 
after the Russian Revolution, and taken 
into their home. He died there, leaving 
his library to her. How she managed to 
arrange for his burial in the Confederate 
Cemetery I do not know, but there he is, 
another of Muff Muff’s incredible feats.

Her son, Robert, and now his chil-
dren, Bob and Jane, continue to live on 
Muff Muff’s land. She would be the first 
to praise how they have husbanded her 
resources, adapting them to the new age, 
and most of all enjoying the land and its 
bounty. To use a cliché, Muff Muff was 
a big thinker, who fearlessly forged for-
ward, in most cases far ahead of her time. 
During last Saturday’s tour, she truly 
would have been in her element.

They bought their large 
farm with over a mile 
frontage on the Potomac 
River, and Muff Muff 
began her program of 
making it sustainable, 
long before that term 
came into vogue.

Focal Point

‘Claw-dette’ is ready for dinner.

Photo by Nadege Watson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Steamboat Stories
by Anne L. McClintock

A little history lesson
This winter two boys from Williamsburg 

called and asked if they could visit the 
Steamboat Era Museum. They wanted help 
with a school project, “the industrializa-
tion of travel.” They knew quite a bit about 
our little history lesson, but wanted a wow 
factor to finish off their project. They 
learned more as we toured the museum.

History tells us that Robert Fulton was 
given credit for building the first steam-
boat, the Cleremont in 1807. His ship was 
launched on the Hudson River and was the 
first successful commercial steamboat.

Fulton was an amazing inventor and 
was considered a mechanical genius. The 
launching of that first steamboat was the 
beginning of a long and prosperous ven-
ture that would last over 140 years.

The first steamboat to ply the Chesa-
peake Bay was the Chesapeake. It began 
its maiden run in June of 1813. Shortly 
thereafter, it would run on projected and 
advertised trips guided by her Master, 
Captain Edward Trippe.

The Chesapeake was 137 feet long with 
a beam of 21 feet, clipper bow, bowsprit, 
mast, yard and square sail.

It had some strange features that had 
never been seen on the bay. Amidships, 
there stood a tall black smokestack and 
even more surprising were the huge half-
round paddle boxes on each side bearing 
the lettering Union Line: Chesapeake. 

It was a spirited steamer born in the 
midst of the industrial revolution and was 

loved by Baltimoreans. The Chesapeake 
stood high in the early history of Mary-
land and Virginia and steamboat naviga-
tion.

The Patuxent is our third bit of history. 
It was built by the firm of Andrew Flani-
gan at the Pratt Street yard in Baltimore, 
the same firm that built the Chesapeake. 
The completed hull slid down the ways on 
May 5, 1827.

By the standards of the times, the Patux-
ent was considered a handsome boat with 
accommodations for freight, passengers 
and fine cuisine. It was only 123 feet long 
and took the lines of a schooner.

The Patuxent was the first steamer to 
run from Baltimore down the bay and up 
the Rappahannock River to Fredericksburg 
and did so in July 1928. This venture with 
the Weems Line never brought about the 
profits expected and thus the trips to Fred-
ericksburg ended.

In early 1862, during the Civil War, the 
Patuxent was found in operations against 
rebel forces on Roanoke Island in Croa-
tan Sound. After some skirmishes in that 
vicinity, its movement disappeared from 
records. The U.S. Quartermaster Depart-
ment found the Patuxent and bought it on 
July 1, 1864 for $16,000. It had a colorful 
career which ended when it was left high 
and dry by the government in 1868.

There is so much to learn at the Steam-
boat Era Museum, open for the season 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays through 
Saturdays and 1 to 4 p.m. Sundays.

(Reprints from the May 17,1912, issue of the 
Virginia Citizen)
Miskimon

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Chilton, of Reedville, are 
spending this week with the gentlemanʼs sister, 
Mrs. Margaret Dawson, at the hospitable home of 
her daughter, Mrs. W. J. Marsh.

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Walker, of near Heathsville, 
visited the ladyʼs parents, Mr. and Mrs. R. J. For-
ester, Sunday.

Miss Mabel Forester, of near Browns Store, 
took tea with a friend, Miss Orie Anderson, 
Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Walker, of near Heathsville, 
visited the ladyʼs parental home here Sunday.
Ottoman

Miss Marguerite Boggs, of Baltimore, is visit-
ing Mrs. Chas. L. Shackelford.

Mrs. Ernest Gresham was in Baltimore from 
Friday until Monday on business.

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Snead and son, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harvey and son, Vivian Chowning and 

Chas. Snead were the guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruce Cottingham Sunday last.

Chas. L. Shackelford shipped a fine lot of cher-
ries by Mondayʼs steamer.   These are the earliest 
and first shipped from this section.
Irvington

Loyola Leland is at Reedville this week.
Monday next is Lancaster court. Our represen-

tatives will be present.
Mrs. Kate Foster, of Baltimore, is guest of Mrs. 

Fred C. Franz.
Miss Lila Combs, of Lancaster, was the guest 

of the Misses Hopkins the past week.
Mrs. Alfred Toleman, of Ocran, is spending this 

week at her parental home here.
Yachting parties of Urbanians and Irvingto-

nians have recently made reciprocal visits.
Mrs. Harvey Gresham and Carroll Gresham, of 

Lancaster, were guests at Irvington Beach Sunday.
Fleetʼs Bay Neck

Mrs. Terry Gould, an aged lady of this section, 
affectionately known as Aunt Mimy, has been 

quite sick for some time, but we are glad to state 
she is now up again.

Capt. P. A. Lokey and family, of Anti-Poison 
Neck, visited Mrs. Lokeyʼs brother, C. R. Walker, 
last Sunday.

Lightning killed one of Jno. L. Bussellsʼ cows 
last week.

Capt. W. E. Simmons lost two valuable horses 
last week by feeding them blue hearted corn.
Lively

R. O. Clark and little daughter, of Molusk, were 
in this village recently.

Miss Hattie A. Clark and brother, Carroll, 
visited friends at Ottoman and Molusk not long 
since.

T. J. Clark recently sprained his wrist.
We are glad to see Geo. Haynie back on the 

mail route.
Monroe Lewis spent Sunday with his family at 

this place.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 

the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

Since 2007, I have chaired 
the Kilmarnock Post 86 
American Legion Wounded 
Warrior Golf Tournament 
(AL WWGT), to be held 
again this year at the Golden 
Eagle on Thursday, October 
4, before the Columbus Day 
Weekend.

As we approach Memo-
rial Day, I urge informed 
support  for our injured and 
wounded servicemen and 
women.  

I met Sen. Bob Dole at 
Dulles Airport in 2007, then 
evaluating veteran medi-
cal care. He said: “There is 
good news and bad news.”  
Good news: due to better 
personal protective armor 
and better medical care, 
more are surviving wounds 
that would have killed them 
in previous wars. Bad news:  
many will live with terrible 
trauma and requiring care 
for years. Families as well—
they deal with the stress of 
deployments and they deal 
with stresses as the warriors 
return home: loss of income, 
depression, addiction and 
suicide.  

Charities provide for 
financial needs above what 
the VA and DoD provide… 
service dogs, home improve-
ments to assist amputees, 
family travel  to military hos-
pitals, education of children 
and spouses.  Why so many 
charities? Why are there five 
churches on Church Street? 
They serve different needs.

ALWWGT (no relation-
ship to the Wounded Warrior 
Project charity) has spon-
sored the Injured Marine 
Semper Fi Fund, the Navy 
SEAL Foundation, and 
Fisher House. Look them 
up at charitynavigator.org, a 
nonprofit evaluator that gives 
the highest rating, 4 stars, 
to IMSFF, NSF, and Fisher 
House. All have fundraising 
and administrative costs set-
ting them apart from other 
charities.  IMSFF’s fund-
raising costs are 1.5 cents /
dollar compared to some at 
27.3 cents /dollar. 

Use charitynavigator.org 
or one of the other charity 
evaluation tools. Don’t rely 

Supporting our
wounded warriors

on the say-so of the tele-
phone or sidewalk solici-
tor, or the mass-mailing you 
receive.

Tom Parrish,
Weems

How fortunate we are to 
have our own “hometown” 
Northern Neck Orchestra and 
what a great performance they 
gave at the April 28 concert.

The musicians brought such 
fine music to the audience. 
Ruskin Cooper’s performance 
of Beethoven’s third piano con-
certo was superb. He showed 
such mastery of the music 
and has such an eloquent fluid 
touch. I thought that he and the 
orchestra blended perfectly. 

The success of the orches-
tra is due in large part to the 
fine musicianship and high 
standards of conductor Guy 
Hayden. The orchestra’s 
playing of Beethoven’s long 
“Eroica” symphony was out-
standing. 

As I’ve read somewhere 
“bless the conductor who can 
make it seem less long,” and 
indeed I think he did. The 
orchestra’s performance was 
exciting, moving, beautiful 
and not too long.

Nancy Rowland,
White Stone

Outstanding
performance

Congratulations to Travis 
Abbott, Jimmy Smith, Steve 
Bonner and Jane Ludwig. 
You are the Town of Kilmar-
nock’s “true winners” in the 
recent town election. You 
conducted a peaceful, cour-
teous and professional cam-
paign which was something 
our town deserves.

The last several years have 
been stressful for our town 
due to personal attacks on 
some of our citizens from 
someone who represents us 
on council. This same person 
has also attacked some of the 
other people who represent 
us on council.

It is my hope that all of our 
newly elected council mem-
bers will have the willing-
ness to work with the mayor 
and all other council mem-
bers, not against them.

Kathy Ward,
Kilmarnock

Room for hope

I was thinking of planting 
a vegetable garden.

There’s nothing like fresh 
produce.

I could till up a reason-
able plot—something man-
ageable I could tend in my 
spare time.

I could set out a few 
tomato plants, maybe a 
couple Beefsteaks for 
sandwiches and something 
smaller for salads.

Of course, I would plant 
a variety of hot and mild 
peppers, a mound or two 
of cucumbers, some broc-
coli, lettuce, a couple rows 
of beans, some corn and 
maybe even some water-
melon.

A lot of folks already 
have their gardens in. But, 
it’s not too late and the 
feed and seed is still well 
stocked with plants.

Then again, maybe not. 
It seems like a lot of work 
to go through just to feed 
the deer.

I counted 17 in my back-
yard one morning not too 
long ago.

I’d have to erect a fence 
around the entire garden, 
high enough to keep the 
deer from going over and 
far enough from the plants 
to deter their interest.

I can see this garden 
thing getting way out of 
hand. By mid-summer the 
weeds will take over. They 
always do. 

I could always sink a 
tomato plant and a hot 
banana pepper plant or 
two in the flower bed at the 
front of the house. Take my 
chances with the deer find-
ing them. 

But, what the deer don’t 
eat, the rabbits and squirrels 
will.

Besides, the supermar-
kets put up fresh vegetables 
every day and there’s a 
farmers’ market somewhere 
within driving distance 
every weekend offering 
local, homegrown produce.

Growers’ cooperatives 
provide another option.

And some folks are will-
ing to share.

Maybe I’ll just stick to 
some flowers, preferably 
a low maintenance variety 
with lots of color.

That pot of fake daisies is 
fine for the front porch, but 
I’ve got to get a little dirt 
under my fingernails to sat-
isfy that agrarian gene.

I’m going to plant some 
portulaca. I’m no garden 
clubber by any stretch of 
the imagination, but any-
body can grow portulaca. 

It’s hardy, it’s pretty and 
it’s a survivor. You can grow 
it in rocks. 

I’ll just put out a tray of 
portulaca margarita mix and 
leave it to Mother Nature. 

The deer will have to 
fend for themselves. I’m 
not feeding them.
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An article on page 1 in 
the May 3  Record attributes 
comments to me that I did 
not make.

 I did not “…attack the 
Lively Woodyard for charg-
ing for commercial dump-
ing of tree debris…” or 
say “…supervisors should 
stop them [sic.] from charg-
ing companies like Magic 
Tree, since they are dump-
ing debris removed from 
county residents’ yards...” 
or that “…The fees are the 
equivalent of double charg-
ing because citizens have 
already paid for the service 
through county taxes…” or 
argue “…the county needs 
to control those fees…”.

I said the Comprehensive 
Plan  “…states that com-
mercial businesses such 
as Magic Tree may use the 
Lively Woodyard for dis-
posal at a ‘reasonable fee.’” 
I would suggest that the 
board of supervisors define 
the word “reasonable” so 
as to encourage Magic 
Tree and other similar busi-
nesses to take their debris 
to Lively Woodyard for 
disposal. This wood debris 
would then be recycled into 
chips that would then be 
converted into paper at the 
plant in West Point. This 
would be a far better use of 
this resource, and far more 
environmentally responsible 
than to simply dump it in a 
pit and burn it.

Unfortunately, I quoted 
the wrong reference.  The 
“reasonable fee” language 
is in the “New Guidelines 
for Construction Waste Dis-
posal” found on the coun-
ty’s website under “High-
lights and Site Updates.” 
The Comprehensive Plan 
states that wood debris and 
wood construction debris 
may be taken to the Lively 
Woodyard for disposal as 
a service provided without 
additional user fees to indi-
viduals. I apologize to the 
board for the incorrect ref-
erence.

To many of us, dumping 

Comments
corrected

YOUR LETTERS
and burning wood debris is 
a waste of a resource, and 
not environmentally respon-
sible. Magic Tree should 
not be singled out in this 
respect. I believe there are 
others conducting similar 
activities.

I suggested that if a “rea-
sonable fee” could be defined 
to encourage all these busi-
nesses and individuals to 
use the county facility, our 
air quality would benefit and 
we would decrease wasteful 
squandering of a resource. 

Randolph B. Romaine,
Lancaster

People who live in glass 
houses, such as a recent 
letter writer, should not 
throw stones.

In a May 10 letter, the 
writer claims the “one per-
centers” must have voted 
for President Obama.  He 
backs up his claim by citing 
the fact that Loudon and 
Fairfax counties in Virig-
inia and Howard County, 
Md., all voted for Obama 
and all have high incomes, 
$119,540, $103,010, and 
$101,771 respectively.

The writer then concludes 
his letter with a gratuitous 
swipe at “liberals” who 
he claims don’t care about 
facts.

Actually, it’s the writer 
who pays no attention to 
facts. 

Based on 2010 tax year 
filing data, the Internal 
Revenue Service says an 
adjusted gross income of 
$380,354 or more puts you 
in the top 1% of taxpay-
ers.   Fairfax, Loudon, and 
Howard counties do not 
even come close to qualify-
ing as the top 1%.

Another fact the writer 
doesn’t want you to know is 
this:  Income for the top 1% 
of U.S. households rose dra-
matically in 2010 and 2011, 
while the average income of 
the bottom 90% of house-
holds grew at its lowest level 
since 1983.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

More facts
to consider

I am sorry pastor Farmer 
has never had the opportu-
nity to know my family. His 
article in last week’s paper 
would have been different.

When I was a girl, our 
family got ready for the 
Bible Sabbath, sundown 
Friday until sundown Sat-
urday, all week long. Shoes 
were polished, Sabbath 
clothes were washed and 
pressed.

On Friday, the house was 
cleaned and special dishes 
were prepared. The grass 
was cut, balls and bat were 
put away. Shortly before 
sundown, the TV and radio 

were turned off.
Sabbath was the only 

time my dad played the 
piano. He played by ear 
any hymn song we knew. 
We sang together. We loved 
music and loved singing 
about God. We practiced 
our memory verses and 
read true stories from the 
mission fields.

We were at church for 
all services and the whole 
family attended. Often we 
had fellowship dinner after-
wards. Many times my par-
ents brought guests home. 
One Sabbath afternoon a 
month, a group from church 

went to the nursing home 
for a hymn sing. I was two 
weeks old the first time I 
went, and went every month 
until I went away to school.

On other Sabbaths we 
would visit shut-ins or 
those who were sick. It was 
a family day. There was no 
shopping, no eating at res-
taurants, no business trans-
actions of any kind.

If dad got a call from a 
customer needing plumbing 
work, he would tell them he 
would see them after sun-
down. Our focus was on 
God and on family.

More than 50 years have 

gone by. Both of my parents 
sleep until Jesus comes. I 
live in the same home and 
my brothers, sister, hus-
band, and I still try to live 
the life we lived as children. 
We try to teach our son by 
example that Sabbath is a 
happy day, a holy day to be 
remembered.

Read the Bible for your-
self to find out the truth. 
Visit the Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church and meet 
a “Christian group that 
so celebrates God’s com-
mand.”

Merry Beth Jenkins Carlson,
Kilmarnock

Observing the sabbath

Letters to the Editor 
commenting on candidate 
positions for the upcom-
ing Republican Primary for 
U.S. Senate on June 12 will 
be published in the Rappa-
hannock Record as space 
allows through May 31.

Letters should contain 
the name of the writer, 
place of residence and 
phone number. Phone num-
bers will not be published, 
but are required in case 
the writer needs to be con-
tacted.

Letters should be concise 
and to the point. There is a 
300-word limit on all let-
ters. All letters are subject 
to editing.

No more than two letters 
from the same writer will 
be published. Letters from 
the same writer are not 
published in consecutive 
issues.

In the event multiple let-
ters contain the same or 
similar message, they may 
not all run. Letters obvi-
ously part of a letter-writ-
ing campaign will not be 
published.

No attacks on a candi-
date’s personal life will be 
published. Focus on the 
issues. Statements that are 
obviously false, rumors and 
hearsay will not be pub-
lished. Writers are reminded 

Do you remember?
This photo from the 1930s shows the Haynie Motor Co. on Main Street in Kilmarnock. 
This facility was later the home of Crowther Ford for many years, said Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn.  Now empty, it most recently housed a 
Mexican restaurant, a furniture store and a coffee shop. “Do you remember?” is a 
public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

Guidelines posted for election letters
it is a misdemeanor in Vir-
ginia to knowingly submit 
false information for publi-
cation in a newspaper.

Letters from candidates 
will not be published prior 
to June 7 and then only if 

there is a demonstrated 
need to respond to a spe-
cific issue raised in a prior 
letter. Thank you letters 
will not be published.

Election letters are due 
by 11 a.m. on Tuesdays.

Letters to the Editor 
regarding the November 6 
election will be published 
as space allows October 
4 through 25. No election 
letters will be published 
November 1.

Email your  NEWS to:
editor@rrecord.com
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Evelyn Allen, 7, of Kilmarnock was delighted last week-
end when she spotted a screech owl in the owl house 

she and her dad, Chris Allen, built in August of 2009.
Evie was very interested in owls when she was a small 

child and could hear them in the woods by her house, 
reported her mother, Liz Allen. So she and her parents 
found directions on how to build a screech owl house at 
archive.audubonmagazine.org/backyard0201.html.

After constructing the house from purchased lumber, her 
dad hung the house 18-feet high in deep shade away from 
sidewalks and doors, and layered the nest with dried leaves, 
her mom explained.

Now, nearly three years later they finally have an owl 
nesting in the box.  Evie is hoping the owl is laying eggs.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
board member and Capt. 
Andy Kauders reported 
crews responded to four calls 
in April
Assistance calls   

April 7: Rescue I responded 
to a call from a 26-foot sail-
boat at the mouth of the Great 
Wicomico River that had a 
clogged fuel line. The boat 
was towed to the owner’s 
dock on a narrow canal off of 

Barretts Creek. Time on call: 
2 ¼ hours.

April 17: Rescue III 
responded to a call for a 
20-foot powerboat whose 
engine would not start. The 
boat was picked up off of 
Hogg Island and towed to the 
owner’s dock in Kinsale. Time 
on call: 2 ½ hours.

May 4: A bay built work-
boat had a belt fail off the 
Omega plant in Reedville 

and was towed to Jennings 
yard. Time on call: 20 min-
utes.
Community service

April 20: Rescue I pro-
vided a community service 
and a training exercise by 
towing two sailboats from 
the Great Wicmico River to 
Yankee Point Marina for the 
Kiwanis auction.  The trip 
was 71 nautical miles and 
took 8 ¼ hours.

Music by the River series opens
Mother Nature’s evening symphony at Belle Isle State Park was stifled last Saturday by 
the sweet melodies of  The Gurleys and Gray Granger. From left are Granger, Pam and 
Bill Gurley.  The trio opened the 2012 Music by the River series. On May 26, the Friends 
of Belle Isle will welcome Country Current to the stage. The U.S. Navy ensemble will 
offer country, bluegrass and patriotic favorites from 6 to 8 p.m. 

SEA RESCUE REPORT

After a long winter of reduced activity 
or inactivity you might be tempted to 

get outside and train as soon as the weather 
improves. You may also be tempted to exer-
cise at the same level you did at the end of the 
last season.

But such enthusiasm often leads to early 
season injuries.

If you changed your routine for the winter, 
you need to get back into shape slowly. Here 
are some tips for avoiding sports injuries as 
you increase your exercise this spring.
• Slow but steady. Don’t succumb to the 

weekend warrior syndrome. Try to get some 
exercise 3-4 times per week on alternate days. 
One of the best ways to get injured or sore is 
to go hard all weekend and do nothing during 
the week. Increasing your training slowly 
(mileage, time or amount of weight lifted) 
more than 10% per week increases your risk 
of injury. To avoid this, increase gradually 
over the weeks.
• Don’t exercise in pain. As you get back 

to training in the spring, you may have some 
minor muscle aches and soreness. But if you 
have any sharp, unusual pain, or a soreness 
that doesn’t go away, pay attention. You may 
be on the way to an injury. It’s important to 
listen to the warning signs of an injury.
• Cross train. Varying your workouts can 

help you improve performance and reduce 
risk of injuries. By participating in a variety 
of different activities, such as running, weight 
training, hiking, boot camp classes or biking, 
you limit the stress on one specific muscle 
group because different activities use muscles 
in slightly different ways.

• Avoid all-out efforts until you build a 
solid base of fitness. Depending on how much 
inactivity you had over the winter, it could take 
as long as six weeks to re-establish a solid fit-
ness base. Start your exercise program with 
slow, steady aerobic sessions. When you add 
intervals or all-out efforts, make sure you allow 
enough rest and recovery (at least 48 hours) 
between those hard effort training days.
• Follow a training program and keep 

records. If you really want to build back up to 
optimal fitness, it helps to establish a training 
plan and stick with it. There are many training 
programs for all types of sports and having 
one is not only good motivation, but it helps 
keep you from doing too much too soon.
• Train with others at your fitness level. If 

you can find a few people with the same fit-
ness level and goals as you, it can help keep 
you progressing at a good pace. Training 
with those who are farther along will only 
encourage you to overdo it, get injured or 
feel ‘behind’ in your training. Workouts with 
more fit people can be motivating and help 
you improve, but only after you have a good 
solid base to work with. Otherwise they can 
be harmful.
• Create a support system. Having a 

strong support system, made up of friends, 
family, a coach or a strong team is an impor-
tant part of becoming a successful athlete. 
Spring training is an essential time to turn to 
your closest allies for motivation.

Don’t forget to have fun. Keep in mind, 
spring training is a time for fun, light-hearted 
exercise. You aren’t competing, so just relax 
and enjoy your activities.

HealthLine: Spring into Fitness!
Content submitted by Rappahannock General Hospital 

Rehabilittion Services and Sports Medicine

RICHMOND—In the U.S., 
someone suffers a stroke every 
40 seconds, yet most people 
cannot identify stroke warn-
ing signs or risk factors. Many 
strokes—some studies indi-
cate that up to 80 percent—
can be prevented through risk 
factor management.

 In honor of Stroke Aware-
ness Month, the American 
Stroke Association urges all 
Americans to  recognize and 
respond to the warning signs 
and to learn how they can lower 
their risks of stroke through 
healthy lifestyle choices. 

 Stroke warning signs:

weakness of the face, arm or 
leg, especially on one side of 
the body.

speaking or understanding.

one or both eyes.

A screech owl recently took up residence in an owl house 
at the Allen residence. This photo was taken by Chris 
Allen, while laying on the roof of his family’s home.

‘WHOO’ just moved in?

According to the signs, stroke may be preventable
dizziness, loss of balance or 
coordination.

with no known cause
 Anyone experiencing these 

warning signs, should call 911 
and get to the hospital imme-
diately. 

 Also, check the time and 
record when the first symp-
toms appeared. It’s very impor-
tant to take immediate action. 
If given within three hours of 
the start of symptoms, a clot-
busting drug called tissue 
plasminogen activator (tPA) 
may reduce long-term disabil-
ity for the most common type 
of stroke.

 Lifestyle changes to pre-
vent stroke:

directed.

and control it if it’s high.

healthy weight.

when it’s needed.

checkups
 The American Stroke 

Association offers free down-
loadable stroke educational 
information and ways to get 
involved in raising awareness. 
Learn more at strokeassociaon.
org/americanstrokemonth.
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