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School board
makes minor
adjustment in
budget request
by Audrey Thomasson
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Gravatt, Umphlett, Straughan and Nunn
win seats on Kilmarnock Town Council
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Emerson Gravatt edged Steve Bonner in the tightest race on election day, winning
by six votes, 225 to 219. The two
candidates were running in a special election Tuesday to ﬁll a vacated
Kilmarnock town council seat with
two-years remaining on the term.
Running as a slate proved a winning choice in Kilmarnock’s hotly
contested council race. The four can-

didates who banded together a few
weeks ago all won, including three
in the race for four-year terms. Mae
Umphlett was the top vote winner
at 283. Howard Straughan garnered
239, followed closely by Rebecca
Tebbs Nunn with 236.
Jimmy Smith came up shy of a
council seat with 199 votes, as did
Travis Abbott with 186 and Jane
Ludwig with 165.
An unofﬁcial 444 ballots were
cast out of 959 registered voters.

Irvington

write-in votes were cast.

Irvington saw a very light turnout
with an unofﬁcial 46 ballots cast
among 437 registered voters. The
mayor’s race was uncontested with
incumbent Ralph “Rannie” Ransone receiving 44 votes. There was
one write-in.
Three candidates were vying
for three seats on council. Kathleen Pollard led the ballot with 38
votes, followed by Gene Edmonds
and Ed Sulick with 36 each. Four

White Stone
In White Stone, the unofﬁcial tally
shows 21 residents cast ballots of the
263 registered.
The four candidates running for
council were uncontested. Newcomer William Benjamin Hubbard garnered the most votes at 18,
followed by incumbents Jennifer
Hodges and David Jones with 16
each. Newcomer Blair Kenyon
received 14 votes.

Contractor finds
another tract for
handling tree debris
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—A ﬁre storm
over plans by Magic Tree Service to
store and burn tree debris near Corrotoman by the Bay subdivision was
doused last week when owner Clyde
A. Stewart Jr. withdrew his application in favor of another location.
Some 35 residents objected at the
March board of supervisors’ meeting to the business dumping on a
49-acre site on Western Branch
Road. Supervisors split in a 2/2 vote
at the time.
Last week, citizens no longer
objected after Stewart reapplied for
a special exception to operate on a
7.083-acre site already zoned agriculture at 5011 White Chapel Road.
His application passed, 4-0.
During the public hearing, one citizen attacked the Lively Woodyard
for charging for commercial dumping of tree debris.
Randy Romaine noted the
woodyard is under contract with the
county to accept the debris and that
supervisors should stop them from
charging companies like Magic
Tree, since they are dumping debris
removed from county residents’
yards. The fees are the equivalent
of double charging because citizens
have already paid for the service
through county taxes, he noted.
“The county’s contract only covers
individual citizens dumping there
and does not address commercial
businesses,” said chairman Wally
Beauchamp.
Romaine argued the commercial
debris is from individual citizens.
Beauchamp restated it was not covered by the county’s contract and that

the yard is allowed to charge a fair
market price for commercial trucks.
Romaine argued the county needs to
control those fees.
“It charges a fair market price,”
said supervisor Butch Jenkins, in
arguing the county cannot set prices
for commercial businesses. “You
wouldn’t like it if we told you what
prices you could charge for your
business...”
Romaine continued to press for
clariﬁcation of what constitutes a
reasonable and fair price.
“It is the market that determines
the fee,” replied Jenkins.
Also, Romaine suggested Magic
Tree should be environmentally
friendly by turning the debris into
wood chips and sending it to the
paper mill in West Point rather than
conducting an annual burn.
Catherine Bennett asked if the
county conducted an environmental
impact study at the new location to
determine if ash could ﬂow into the
aquifer.
“The state doesn’t require a study
for this type of product,” answered
planning and land use director Don
Gill.
Members voting for the measure
were Jenkins, Beauchamp, Jason
Bellows and Ernest Palin. The District 2 seat is vacant due to the death
last week of supervisor Jack Russell.
Supervisors have 45 days to
appoint someone to temporarily ﬁll
the position until a special election
in November. The winner of the special election will take ofﬁce on certiﬁcation of the results by the county,
according to county administrator
Frank Pleva.

Leaving an impression
Visitors gather in the kitchen at Deep Creek Farm during last week’s
“Lancaster Legacies” Historic Garden Week Tour. Presented by the
Garden Club of Virginia and the Garden Club of the Northern Neck,
the tour included four homes and an historic post ofﬁce/general
store in upper Lancaster County. Deep Creek Farm, owned by Lyle
Beckwith and Maureen Flanagan, was a thriving plantation for most
of the 18th and 19th centuries. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Visitors on the “Lancaster Legacies” tour strolled through lush gardens
of new and historic sites, including The Oaks (above) in Nuttsville.
While the farmland has been in the same family since 1721, the home
is a post Civil War farmhouse with acres of lawn, gardens and a guest
cottage visible through the parlor window. More tour photos may be
found at RRecord.com. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Town to observe ‘energy conservation day’
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—The White Stone town
ofﬁce will be open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
May 6, for “energy conservation day.”
According to town manager Patrick Frere,
the purpose is to distribute energy-efﬁcient light
bulbs to residents and businesses which use residential lighting.
Frere started distributing the bulbs April 30
as part of a town-wide Compact Fluorescent
Light Bulb Demonstration Project. White Stone
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received some $15,000 for the project as part of a
larger Federal Department of Energy block grant
distributed through the Virginia Department of
Mines, Minerals and Energy.
The project is designed to replace 10 incandescent light bulbs in 90% of the town’s residences and
businesses with 10 compact ﬂuorescent light bulbs.
In addition, the town would like to replace 10 incandescent light bulbs in 10% of the town’s businesses
and residences with 10 LED light bulbs.
After using the bulbs in their most used light
ﬁxtures, home and business owners need to return
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to the town a copy of their ﬁrst two electric bills
for the time period after the bulbs have been in use
for at least one continuous month. By obtaining
the bills, Frere would be able to estimate the preproject usage compared to the post-project usage.
Frere has projected the project would result in a
savings of approximately 981,708 kilowatt hours
per year.
Also as part of the energy conservation day,
information will be available about White Stone’s
new Neighborhood Watch program and Bay
Aging weatherization projects.
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KILMARNOCK—The
Lancaster school board held a special session last week to amend
the ﬁscal year 2013 budget. The
amendments were based on the
latest ﬁgures announced by the
General Assembly, but yet to be
approved by Gov. Bob McDonnell.
Board members voted 4-1
to amend the budget request to
$15,773,699, some $1,500 less
than proposed during last month’s
public hearings. The school budget
has not come before supervisors
for a vote.
As amended, the budget will
require the county to contribute $10,579,176, an increase of
$152,670 over the current budget.
The budget factors in a 1.5%
salary increase for employees, and
requires them to pay 1% to the
Virginia Retirement System. Each
year for the next four years, they
will contribute another 1% under
the plan.
“Hopefully, we can give them a
1.5% increase each year to cover
the additional costs...otherwise it
amounts to a 5% decrease in their
salary over ﬁve years,” said school
board chairman Patrick McCranie.
A second option was proposed
to put the entire 5% retirement pay
into one year, however, it resulted
in pushing up the county’s portion to $10,632,701, an increase
of $206,200 over the current year,
and increasing the total proposed
budget to $15,827,224. This option
will be submitted to supervisors as
a backup.
During the discussion, members
clashed over how the administration was dealing with the declining enrollment while increasing the
costs of education.
Bob Smart continued to object to
any budget increase and proposed
freezing the budget at the current
level until there are better efﬁciencies in school operations.
“The budget goes up every
year,” said Smart. “We’ll be spending $12,584 per student in option
1. That’s up $343 per student...a
burden on county taxpayers... A lot
of people in this county have not
seen a pay raise in a long time.”
Smart said he would agree to
freezing the budget at the ﬁscal year
2012 level. “Are there no administration places we can shave? Don’t
hire an assistant superintendent
when Merle Stables retires,” he
suggested.
“I’ve never heard of that” in any
school division, said member and
former Lancaster school superintendent Alexander Fleet.
“Haven’t you said the school
system should be run like a
business?” asked member Don
McCann.
“It is an organization...but the
same analogy applies. It should be
run more like a business,” Smart
replied.
“This is an institution run by the
state with unfunded mandates...
You are not a friend of Lancaster
school system,” said McCann. “We
have a study that said this is an efﬁcient system.”
“I took a look at that study,”
Smart replied. “The ﬁgures are from
2003. It has been since then that the
inefﬁciencies have occurred.”
McCranie ended the discussion
by saying he respected every member’s opinion.
“If the board of supervisors
doesn’t accept this proposal, I don’t
want to see any cuts in the teaching staff. Let’s make cuts in other
areas,” said McCranie.
McCann’s motion to send option
1 to supervisors with option 2 as a
backup passed 4-1 with Smart casting the opposing vote.
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“I came here 20 years ago and bought
my first house through Bank of
Lancaster. I was one of the first Golden
Advantage members and I enjoy all the
benefits and many trips. I also enjoy
using the ScoreCard points on my credit
804.435.1171 or 800.435.1140
and debit cards. Overall, Bank of
www.bankoflancaster.com
Lancaster is a part of my heart. ”

Dee Ross
Golden Advantage Member

Member FDIC

The next
Golden Advantage trip -St. Michaels and
Maryland’s Eastern Shore.
Check our website
for more details!
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Northumberland to begin
search for superintendent
by Shannon Rice
L OT T S BU R G — T h e
Northumberland
school
board will meet 11 a.m.
Thursday, May 10, at the
school administration ofﬁce
at 2172 Northumberland
Highway in Lottsburg to
discuss criteria for the new
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superintendent search.
Although the meeting is
open to the public, no comments from members of
the public will be accepted
at this time, according to
school board chairman
Betty Christopher.
A public hearing will be
held at 6 p.m. Tuesday, May
22, in the Northumberland
High School auditorium in
Claraville.
The board also is seeking
input through a survey available on the school board’s
website. Completed surveys
should be returned to Lois
Gilbert at the school board
ofﬁce by May 22.
“We are seeking the opinions of employees, parents,
and citizens in this very
important matter,” said Christopher. “It is our hope to
announce our next superintendent in September 2012.”

From left are Genevieve Johnson, Carrie Carter, Harvey Boyer, Arnold Fisher, Ora Fisher, Dorothy Campbell, Flora
Owens, J. Allen Ball, Ruth Ball and Beatrice Gaskins.

NAACP honors its octogenarian members
KILMARNOCK—The
Lancaster County Branch
of the NAACP recently
recognized its octogenarian
members with certiﬁcates
and medals.
The
octogenarians
include Genevieve Johnson, Carrie Carter, Harvey
Boyer, Arnold Fisher, Ora
Fisher, Dorothy Campbell,
Flora Owens, J. Allen Ball,
Ruth Ball, Beatrice Gaskins,

Marvis Jones, Mary Boyer
and Pauline Carter.
“The
branch
was
delighted to recognize
all its awardees, but took
added pleasure in seeing
their former schoolteachers
Mr. and Mrs. Ball and Mr.
Boyer, said branch president Lloyd Hill. All of the
awardees represent many
years of dedicated service
to our branch and commu-

nity. They laid a solid foundation and paved the way
for things we now enjoy
and take for granted.”
Among other business,
Boys & Girls Club of the
Northern Neck executive director Larry Long
reported on club progress.
Lancaster County director of emergency services
Christina Hubbard presented tips to prepare for

emergencies.
“We sincerely thank both
of the presenters for taking
the time to meet with us,
for answering our questions
and for their informative
presentations,” said Hill.
Sandra Smyre reminded
members of the NAACP
State Rally at 6 p.m. June 16
at Sharon Baptist Church.
The public is invited to
this event, added Hill.
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Newsroom:

Travelstead appointed VMRC Commissioner
NEWPORT NEWS—Gov. Bob McDonnell
on April 30 named Jack G. Travelstead Commissioner of the Virginia Marine Resources
Commission.
Travelstead has served with the Virginia
Marine Resources Commission since March
1, 1981. He has been chief of the Fisheries Management Division since 1984, and
deputy commissioner since 2006.
He was appointed acting commissioner by
Gov. McDonnell on March 22, when former
Commissioner Steven G. Bowman retired
from state service.
He earned a bachelor’s in biology from Old
Dominion University and a master’s in marine

science at the College of William and Mary.
He lives in Toano with his wife, Ellen.

Recent action
Meanwhile, at its April 24 meeting the
commission voted 7-0 to hold a public hearing and vote in May to establish stricter temperature control requirements on private and
public oyster harvests from May through
September. The measures are aimed at ensuring oysters remain safe to human consumption in warm weather months.
The commission was briefed on results of
the 2011-12 Chesapeake Bay-Wide Winter
Dredge Survey which showed a 66% increase
from last year and the number of juve-

nile crabs in the bay tripled, setting a new
record.
However, the commission decided to keep
the current catch regulations in place, monitor the harvest and in September consider
an extension of the fall crab pot season with
daily limits to offset the extension.
By a 6-0 vote and based on staff recommendations, the commission approved a
request from Jeffrey H. Haynes and Robin
L. Foster to construct 74 linear feet of riprap
marsh toe stabilization extending a maximum
of four feet channelward of mean low water
at their property on Little Bay at 3633 Windmill Point Road in Lancaster County.
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MILLENBECK—A new
book by Dr. Brian Latell of
Millenbeck breaks surprising new ground about the
assassination in Dallas of
President John F. Kennedy
nearly 49 years ago.
In Castro’s Secrets: The
CIA and Cuba’s Intelligence Machine, now available at book stores and
on-line, Latell shows that
Fidel Castro had advance
knowledge that Lee Harvey
Oswald would ﬁre at the
president on November 22,
1963.
The author, a former
senior ofﬁcial of the Central
Intelligence Agency, conducted intensive research
over the course of the last
ﬁve years. He interviewed
a number of ranking defectors from the Cuban intelligence and security services
who now live in the U.S. He
also read tens of thousands
of pages of declassiﬁed
CIA documents from the
Kennedy-era that are stored
at the National Archives. A
number of retired CIA ofﬁcers cooperated in Latell’s
effort.
One of the Cuban defectors, the most knowledgeable ever to abandon the
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Brian Latell

Castro brothers’ communist
regime, was on duty at an
intelligence electronic monitoring station near Havana
early on the morning Kennedy was assassinated. He
told Latell in a series of
recorded interviews that he
was instructed by his superiors to stop his intercept
operations against the CIA
and to focus all his equipment on Texas instead.
This was a few hours
before the shots rang out
from the building where
Oswald worked. The defec-

tor told Latell, “They knew
Kennedy would be killed . .
. Fidel Castro knew.”
The author incorporates
evidence from other once
highly sensitive intelligence
sources as well, including
another Cuban defector and
a valuable FBI secret agent
who talked to Castro about
Kennedy’s murder.
Latell concludes that
Fidel Castro has been lying
since the day after Kennedy’s death when he began
publicly insisting that he
and his government knew
nothing about Oswald
before the assassination.
Castro’s Secrets has been
praised by many reviewers. The inﬂuential Library
Journal described it as “a
riveting look inside Cuban
intelligence . . . a story
of espionage and double
agents worthy of the pages
of Tom Clancy or John le
Carre.”
According to Publishers
Weekly, it is an “authoritative expose . . . a lively
and revealing account of

The Agenda
Local Government News
WHITE STONE—Town manager Patrick Frere will
present to council his projections for next year’s town
budget at 7 p.m. tonight (May 3) in the town ofﬁce.
Frere will discuss the budget during the town manager’s
report. Reports from the budget and ﬁnance, the public
safety, and the building/external environment committees,
and the town’s police chief are also on the agenda.
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, May 10, in the
county courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.
Public hearings scheduled for 7 p.m. include a request
from John M. Jett to a construct a 32-by-40-foot private
storage building on an undeveloped parcel of land on
Hacks Neck Road, and a request from Michael J. Manyak
to convert an existing private non-commercial pier to a
commercial pier for his oyster aquaculture operation.

NEWS
BREAK
N Morning blaze
No injuries resulted from
a 9:30 a.m. ﬁre April 24 in
Lancaster. The River Counties Chapter of the American
Red Cross Disaster Action
Team was alerted to a trailer
ﬁre on Buzzard’s Neck Road
in Lancaster.
The home was completely
destroyed. The residents
lost everything. The Red
Cross provided immediate
lodging, clothing and food,
according to volunteer and
services delivery coordinator Jane Bishop.
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the long intelligence wars
between the US and Cuba.”
“I have been waiting more
than 35 years for this book.
I have never believed Fidel
Castro’s denials of prior
knowledge of the Kennedy

assassination,” said former
U.S. Sen. Robert Morgan.
“Brian Latell has performed
a national service by writing a book that lays bare the
duplicity of the Cuban government.”
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4 PM Burn
Law expires
CHARLOTTESVILLE—The 4 PM Burn
Law expired at midnight
April 30.
With more than 43,000
acres burned since January
1, ofﬁcials with the Virginia
Department of Forestry
(VDOF), the US Forest
Service and the National
Park Service reported they
were grateful for the late
April rains.
Seven large wildﬁres
on National Forest System
land began Easter Sunday
and Monday and resulted
in much of the burned acreage. The Virginia Department of Forestry responded
to 355 additional wildﬁres that burned 6,556
acres since January 1. The
National Park Service had a
total of 10 ﬁres that burned
11 acres on the Blue Ridge
Parkway and in Shenandoah National Park.
Each year, from February
15 through April 30, Virginia experiences weather
conditions (low humidity, limited precipitation,
winds, downed tree limbs,
dried leaves, brown grass)
that hasten the spread of
wildﬁres. Since the 1940s,
Virginia’s 4 PM Burning
Law has helped reduce the
risk of wildﬁres by preventing open burning before 4
p.m. each day during this
75-day period.
However, the state Air
Pollution Control Board
prohibits open burning in
the metropolitan areas of
Northern Virginia, Richmond, Hampton Roads,
Roanoke and Winchester
May through September.
This ban is in effect 24
hours a day. For a speciﬁc list of affected areas
and additional information, visit the Department
of Environmental Quality’s
Open Banning web page.
“This was deﬁnitely an
interesting spring,” said
VDOF resource protection
director John Miller. “We
had quite a few very large
ﬁres and several of them
we suspect are arson. There
are a lot of people around
the state who hope that we
never see so many large
ﬁres in one week again.
And, just because the ‘ofﬁcial’ ﬁre season has ended,
we remind Virginians to
still be aware of the wildﬁre
threat that exists throughout
the year.”
“VDOF employees protected a total of 544 homes
and other structures (barns,
garages, sheds) during the
ﬁrst four months of 2012,”
said State Forester Carl
Garrison. “That’s a lot of
lives and property saved.”
Fighting wildland ﬁres
is extremely dangerous,
and the men and women
who work for the VDOF
risk their lives everyday to
ensure the safety and wellbeing of Virginia’s citizens,
said Garrison. While the
No. 1 cause of wildﬁres
remains people burning
trash and debris, the number
and severity of this year’s
suspected arson ﬁres puts
ﬁrst responders on edge.
To report information
that can help investigators
arrest and convict someone
for woods arson, call the
local VDOF ofﬁce.
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CRIME
SOLVERS

From left are Dawn Thompsen, Craig Thompsen and
Mike McAdoo.

Three complete EMT training
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock-Lancaster County
Volunteer Rescue Squad Inc. congratulates Dawn
Thompsen, Craig Thompsen and Mike McAdoo as newly
certiﬁed Emergency Medical Technicians, said captain
Erik L. Brown.
These members have completed 121 hours of classroom
and practical skills training in all types of emergencies,
said Brown. They completed a recent Virginia Emergency
Ofﬁce of Emergency Medical Services approved EMT
course at Rappahannock General Hospital Training Center
under the guidance of instructor Bill Henderson.
They passed a state certiﬁcation testing which consists
of a written exam and skills testing, said Brown. They are
volunteers and completed all training and certiﬁcation testing without compensation.

Lancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information on
the whereabouts of Donna
Lynn Dawson.
She is wanted for failure to
appear in court on destruction
of property charges. Dawson,
41, is also known as Donna
Bowen and Dede Dawson. She
is described as a white female
with brown hair and blue eyes.
She weighs 160 pounds and is
5 feet 7 inches tall.
Her last known address was
in the Tappahannock area.
Dawson also is wanted by
the Essex County Sheriff’s
Ofﬁce for failure to appear in
court on child support.
Report related information
to Lancaster County Crime
Solvers at 462-7463.
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers pays out rewards up
to and including $1,000 for
information that assists law
enforcement in an arrest.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Lancaster County SherApril 26: Staff responded
iff Ronnie Crockett this to Lancaster High School on
week reported charges against a staff complaint of possible
eight individuals.
illegal drugs, and with VirFelonies
ginia State Police (VSP) to a
Derek O. Jones, 44, of single-vehicle trafﬁc crash on
Weems surrendered him- Beanes Road (ﬁre/rescue canself April 30 to arrest on 10 celled by VSP). Staff received
counts of taking indecent lib- a complaint of the theft of a
erties with a child while in a compressor (victim will ﬁle
custodial role, three counts formal report later) and notiof non-forcible sodomy, and ﬁed the Virginia Department
two counts of using electronic of Transportation (VDOT) of
means for child pornography, heavy debris interfering with
all between June 30, 2009, and trafﬁc on Newtown Road.
February 14, 2012, as charged
April 27: Staff checked on
in direct indictments from the the well-being of a KilmarNorthumberland Circuit Court nock area resident who action April 24.
vated a personal emergency
alarm (non-emergency assisMisdemeanors
A White Stone area man, tance needed) and received a
19, was charged April 24 with destruction of property complaint from a Sage Hill homtampering with a vehicle.
A Litwalton area man, 41, eowner (civil landlord/tenant
was charged April 24 with issue.) Staff responded to a
trafﬁc complaint on Oak Hill
theft of a cellphone.
A Burgess area man, 42, Road, to a ﬁght call on Brent
was charged April 25 with Court and to a destruction of
property complaint in the 3400
contempt of court.
An Orlando, Fla., man, 32, block of Lara Road ($300
was charged April 25 with damages to vehicle). The
School Resource Ofﬁcer ﬁled
contempt of court.
A Weems Road woman, 30, a report of a student’s assault
was charged April 26 with non- on a teacher and responded
to an assault on a teacher by
payment of court ﬁnes/costs.
A Lewisetta man, 28, was a student at Lancaster Middle
charged April 27 with con- School.
April 28: Staff assisted the
tempt of court.
A Turner Lane man, 30, Kilmarnock Police Departwas charged April 27 with ment (KPD) in searching a
violation of the county noise business found with an open
door during late night building
ordinance.
checks (no criminal incident).
Activity report
April 24: A staff canine Staff checked on the wellteam responded to Middlesex being of a Keep Safe program
County to help execute an participant after prearranged
arrest warrant. Staff responded telephone contact could not be
to a suspicious person/prowler made (no emergency services
complaint on James Wharf needed), responded to the area
Road (20-30-year-old white of Peake Road on a report of
male, no further description), suspicious person armed with
checked on the well-being pistols walking a dog, to a
of a Keep Safe program par- trespass complaint on Shalem
ticipant after prearranged tele- Place, to a motorist’s report of
phone contact could not be a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash/
made (no emergency services disabled motorist near Chinns
needed), notiﬁed Northum- Mill, and to a trespass/shots
berland authorities of a motor- ﬁred complaint on Shalem
ist’s report of a reckless driver Place. Staff received a larceny
in the Kilmarnock/Wicomico report from a Shore Drive
Church corridor and received property owner (pool pipes,
a walk-in report from a parent $1,500 loss) and a possible
of an assault on a 7-year-old stalking complaint from an
Oak Hill Road resident.
child.
April 29: Staff received
April 25: Staff responded
to a civil complaint on Ring a vandalism report from a
Farm Road, responded to a Hidden Cove property owner
domestic disturbance (hus- (two vehicle mirrors, $80 damband/wife) in the 2100 block of ages), responded to a domesMorattico Road, and received a tic disturbance (subjects have
fraud complaint from a Weems a child in common) on Lumberlost Trail, to a suspicious
Road resident ($99 loss).
person/vehicle complaint in
the Weems area (possible unlicensed driver), with KPD to a
disturbance call on Wiggins
Avenue and with KPD to a
larceny of a ﬁrearm complaint
th
0!.$/2! 'IFT 3ET s .OW -AY 
on Roseneath Avenue.

Buy the PANDORA Cherished Mother’s Gift Set
(one PANDORA clasp bracelet, two sunburst clips, the MOM
charm, and a charm valued at $35 or less) for $200*

2012 PANDORA SPRING BEAD COLLECTION AVAILABLE NOW.
SEE OUR STORE FOR DETAILS.
*Good while supplies last. See our store for details.
53 0AT .O    s  0ANDORA *EWELRY ,,# s !LL RIGHTS RESERVED s 0!.$/2!.%4

www.burkesjewelers.com
~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department, Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department and the American Red
Cross River Counties Chapter
responded to a structure ﬁre
on Buzzards Neck Road.
The Upper Lancaster VFD
also responded to a smoke
report (boiler starting up) at
Lancaster Primary School, a
carbon monoxide alarm on
Oak Hill Road and to assist
Emergency Medical Services
on Eagle Point Road.
The Virginia Department of
Forestry responded to an open
ﬁre violation on Tammy Drive.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles A.
Wilkins this week reported
charges against ﬁve individuals.

Felonies
James R. Coleman, 30, of
Warsaw was charged April 25
on a direct indictment from the

Northumberland Circuit Court
with possession of cocaine,
with the intent to distribute.

Misdemeanors
A Reedville woman, 20, was
charged April 24 with a capias
to show cause on a fail to
appear in Middlesex County.
A Wicomico Church man,
50, was charged April 25 with
a capias to show cause on a
fail to appear from the Northumberland County Circuit
Court.
A Callao man, 27, was
charged April 26 with larceny
of scrap metal and driving on
a suspended driver’s license.
A Callao man, 41, was
charged April 29 with driving
under the inﬂuence of alcohol.
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

Welcomes

Carol Zaborsky
Back to Kilmarnock
Call or stop by Today
804-435-1201

“JONAH”
New Production

The Confession
Musical Amish Love Story
Bird in Hand Dinner Theatre

LANCASTER, PA
Motor Coach Tour
June 19-21 2012

ONLY
$390.00
Double
Occupancy

Adventure
Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200

1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”
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50 EAST CHURCH
50 EAST CHURCH STREET, KILMARNOCK

ANTIQUES, COINS & COLLECTABLES
The Northern Neck’s premiere
numismatic dealer
We buy scrap gold & coins
We buy and sell gold & silver bullion

Touring New Zealand

Buying Civil War, World
War I & World War II items

From left, Floyd and Linda Morris of Reedville, with their friends Eloise and Ray Driggers of Locust Grove and Pat
and Dave Suter of Holton Beach, N.C., sightsee in Dunedin, New Zealand.They were on a 25-day Jewel of the Paciﬁc
Ocean cruise arranged by Adventure Travel.

Quality jewelry repair
at inexpensive prices

AaronWard brings plants for show and sale
REEDVILLE—It
was
candy for the eyes at the
April 24th meeting of the
Chesapeake Bay Garden
Club when Aaron Ward
brought in plant after plant
of ﬂowering annuals that do
well in containers.
All plants were available
for sale at Wilton Cottage
and Garden in Hartﬁeld,
and members purchased the
plants he had brought. Here
members and guests could
ﬁnd old favorites like petunias along with unknown
treasures.
The furry-leaved passion ﬂowers from New
Zealand were intriguing.
Ward shared some favorite plant combinations as
well as knowledge of which
annuals do well in different
environments such as his
suggestion to plant Purslane
and Lantana in really dry
conditions.
He also spoke highly
about “Million Bells,” a
Calibrachoa. “This plant,”

cut plant material and other
optional components in a
container.
“This was not as easy
as I thought it would be,”
said Charlotte Spears, cochair of the design committee, when referring to the
requirement to be creative
with potted plants.
Results were novice, Roz
Messing, red; intermediate,
Judy Becker, red; advanced,
Joan Clements, red; Carol
Medlin, yellow; Spears. red;
Patsy Sylvia, blue and Best
in Show; Kathie Truxall,
red; Lorraine Van Wickler,
blue; and Barbara Yinger,
Aaron Ward

he said, “is a small-ﬂowered
relative of the petunia that
needs no deadheading and
blooms non-stop.”
The ﬂoral design theme
for the month was “Happy
Together,” a Pot-et-Fleur
design, a creative design
consisting of a combination
of two or more rooted plants,

WHEN: Saturday, May 5, 2012
WHERE: Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern
TIME: 3:00 pm til 7:00 pm

TICKET COST: $35 – Group discounts available
Reservations Requested by April 30th
For Tickets or Information call:
The Foundation Office: 804- 580-3377
All proceeds benefit the
Historic Preservation of the Tavern

WHY

ADVERTISE?
you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13

Boats Clothing Toys Appliances Tools Books Electronics Outdoor Furniture
Outdoor Furniture Entertainment Tractors Trailers Art Cars RV’s Generators

Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern
Announces
The Kentucky Derby Party

and address to: Conservation Trees, Arbor Day
Foundation, 100 Arbor
Ave., Nebraska City, NE
68410, or order at arborday.
org/conservationtrees.

This Saturday!

24 th Annual

Grace Church
Yard Sale & Auction
May 5 s 8am -12 Noon
at YMCA Camp Kekoka
(end of Boy’s Camp Road, Rt. 3 between
White Stone and Kilmarnock)

Live auction at 10am
(cars, boats, trailers)
All Proceeds Returned to Area Non-Proﬁts

Clothing Motors Tabletop Kitchenware Holiday Pet care Home Decor

Outdoor Furniture Entertainment Tractors Trailers Art Cars RV’s Generators Antiques

WARSAW—Virginia ”Ginny” Smith, a resident of The
Orchard in Warsaw is one busy lady.
“If you go by her room, chances are you will see Ginny
with loom in hand making a hat,” said Jill T. White, director
of marketing and residential services at Magnolia Manor
Assisted Living at The Orchard. “No one has kept records,
but I daresay she has made between 700 and 800 hats.”
Other than a few which she has given to family and
friends, all hats are donated to the needy, said White. Her
new venture is headbands made of yarn also.
Hats have been donated to several charities, including
Project Linus for cancer patients, The Cornerstone and
“Shoe Box Ministry” at St. David’s Episcopal Church in
Aylett, to homeless men and women through other churches
and the health departments for distribution to clinics, said
White.
Much of the yarn used has been donated but the “stash”
is getting low, she added. If anyone has yarn to donate, it
will be put to good use.
“Ginny gets very creative with her hats and even a small
ball of yarn gets used,” said White.
To donate yarn, drop it by The Orchard.
“Thanks, Ginny, for all you do to help others,” said
White.

804-435-8722
Open Monday - Friday 10 am to 5 pm
Saturday 10 am to 3:30 pm

Arbor Day Foundation
offers tree-care booklet

The Arbor Day Foundation will send Conservation
Trees, a tree-care booklet
designed to help people
plant and care for trees, to
anyone who makes a $3
donation to the foundation.
Conservation Trees is a
user-friendly booklet that
features illustrations, colorful photos and easily understood descriptions.
“Conservation Trees is an
ideal resource for tree planters throughout the country,” said chief executive
and founder John Rosenow.
“It is important that people
know how to properly plant
and care for their trees.”
The booklet provides
details about the right way
to plant and prune trees. It
also includes tips on using
shade trees and windbreaks to save on energy
Virginia ”Ginny” Smith displays some of the hats she has costs, attracting songbirds
knitted.
and creating a living snow
fence.
To receive the Conservation Trees booklet, send a
$3 check along with name

Smith needs yarn to
continue to knit hats

blue.
The horticulture exhibit
contained plenty of blooming ﬂowers.
Results were Yinger,
2 blue including Best in
Show for her bearded iris;
Messing, 2 red; Clements,
red; Van Wickler, 8 blue,
4 red; Bobby Brogden, 7
blue; Jackie Armentrout,
ﬁve blue, a red, 2 yellow;
Medlin, 4 blue, 2 yellow;
Sylvia, blue; Veda Watts, 3
blue; Sharon Jachimski, 4
blue, a red, 2 yellow; Ruth
Frank, 3 blue; Sue Haugan,
3 blue, a red; Carol Cole, 2
blue, 3 red.

Free research & appraisals
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UNION vs.
BIG BANK
FEES:

as of 2 / 7 / 2012

n April 14, the Derrick B. Spencer
Memorial held its annual Spring
Fling in Merry Point and awards celebration honoring over 20 students.
Honor roll and sports awards were
given to Kenadie and Kenny Carter,
Shakera and Demetrius Ricks, London
Cain and Taja Cain, L.J. Mattocks, Marquis, Brandon and Amaya Smith, Derrick
and Desire Parker, Donovan Harden, Derrick Hurdle, Sharicka Bates, Latoya and
Keondra Wran, Brittany and Breahnna
Conaway, Kenny Grant Jr., Derrick Bradford and Yontee Montgomery.
Ten Easter baskets were awarded
during the Easter Egg Hunt. They were
donated by Michelle Grant, Arlene
Mitchell and Diana Montgomery, who
also donated $25 hidden in the eggs.
Over 300 eggs were hid and the kids had
a ball, said Spencer Memorial founder
Arlene Spencer.
Inﬂatible bouncies were provided by
RTS Midway Entertainment in Warsaw,
Shaw’s Acoustics of Henrico supplied
the sound system and The Joyful Praize

Dancers appeared. Crystal Parker sang in
memory of Whitney Houston.
Special guests were Mr. Bradford,
his wife, Lisa, and son, Derrick. Over
17 years ago Mr. Bradford was Derrick
Spencer’s teacher. He was just like a dad
to him. When Derrick Spencer passed
away, Mrs. Bradford was pregnant. Upon
delivery of her son, she named him after
Derrick Spencer, Mr. Bradford’s favorite
student.
Donations of food and other items
came in from Noblett Appliances, Walmart, Sal’s, Pizza Hut, McDonald’s, Tri
Star and Food Lion. Foods donated by the
community for the sale of dinners were
very helpful in beneﬁtting this event.
Cooks included Eli Smith, Eric Harcum,
Kim Henderson, Laurie Carter, Mary
Delk, Mahalia Henderson, Diane Henderson, Connie Gibson and Adele Frisby.
The kitchen committee included Louise
Morris, Lila Owens and Mary Henderson.
For information on supporting the
Derrick B. Spencer Memorial, call
757-472-9046.

Minimum
balance to waive
monthly fees

Michaela
Turner
and
Bonnie Anthony display
Turner’s “locks for love.”

A birthday gift
of golden locks
R E E DV I L L E —
Michaela Turner of Weems
turned age 8 on March 16.
For her birthday, she chose
to make a gift to someone
else.
This was not an ordinary birthday for her, she
had been looking forward
to this day for a long time,
and she was excited
Michaela told her Mom,
“I’m going to make a little
girl or boy very happy
today!” as they walked
into Bonnie’s Beauty
Salon in Reedville.
Bonnie Anthony had the
honor of cutting 21 inches
of beautiful blonde hair—
Michaela’s birthday present to Locks of Love.
She has already made
plans to donate again.

1500 $1500

0

average daily
balance or
qualifying
direct deposit
of $250+ per
month

minimum
daily collected
balance or
$100+ per
month payroll
direct deposit

5

12

0

1500

$

average
per month
or $6,000
in various
combined
balance options
or $100+ in
direct deposit
per month or
a mortgage

7

$

$

$

$

500

$

$

average daily
balance or
qualifying
direct deposit
of $250+ per
month

No
Alternate:
BB&T
Bright Banking

waived for first
60 days

10

$

Account beneﬁts may vary by bank

At some banks,
free checking
is anything but.

Student seeks help
from community
KILMARNOCK—
Tyesha Harvey has been
chosen to study abroad in
the Dominican Republic
from June 3 to August 11.
“During my experience abroad, I will take an
intense Spanish class for
seven weeks, and for the
remaining four weeks, I
will work side by side with
the doctors and nurses to
provide patient care at a
local clinic,” said Harvey.
Upon returning to the
U.S., she will use her
newly obtained knowledge
and experience to apply to
graduate school, she said.
Eventually she plans to
work as a bilingual nurse
practitioner.
The cost of the trip is
$7,000 and that does not
include the passport, airfare
or textbook, she said.
“I am asking all who are
willing to help to make this
once-in-a-lifetime oppor-

Alternate:
Everyday
CheckingSM

Alternate:
Value
Checking

Alternate:
MyAccess®
Checking

$

Monthly Fee

No

No

No

Yes

Free Checking

We
lls F
arg
o
Sun
Tru
st
BB
&T

O

Ban
k of

Compare More
Bank Fees At
bankatunion.com

Un
ion

Spencer Memorial event marks 17th year

Ame
rica

Among the participants at the annual Spring Fling in Merry Point are, from left (front
row), Derrick and Desire Parker, L.J. Mattocks and Kenny Carter Jr.; (next row) Keondra
Wran, Brandon Smith, TaJa Cain, Gail Carter, Marquis Smith and Arlene Spencer;
(next row) Arlene Mitchell, Latoya Wran and London Cain.

These fees are not going to break the bank— or yours,
for that matter. But it’s a comfort to know that Union
keeps more in your pocket and not the other way
around. Stop the nonsense. C’mon over to Union.

FREE CHECKING

And more bank for your bucks.

Tyesha Harvey

tunity come true,” said
Harvey.
Donations may be sent to
Tyesha Harvey, c/o Chesapeake Bank, P.O. Box 1419,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
“Thank you in advance
for your support and well
wishes,” she siad.

Mobile

Online

Locations

Live Rep

Budget

Rewards

ATMs

Bill Pay

1-800-990-4828 bankatunion.com

Personal
Touch

■

Member

FDIC

NEWS
BREAK
N Health screenings
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church at 435 East
Church Street in Kilmarnock will host Life Line
Screening May 31. Stroke,
osteoporosis and bone
density screenings will be
offered.
Packages start at $149.
To schedule an appointment, call 1-877-237-1287,
or visit lifelinescreening.
com. Pre-registration is
required.

Mother’s Day Gift Certiﬁcates
THE GIFT OF RELAXATION AT THE SPA
Choose a variety of spa treatments from a simple 30-minute manicure
to the 3.5 hour Tides of Change Signature Package including a facial,
body scrub, full-body massage and pedicure.
Let our experienced staff be your guide.

*

THE GIFT OF SHOPPING THERAPY AT THE GIFT SHOP AND GOLF SHOP
Our Spring shipments have arrived, featuring a wide selection of jewelry,
purses, clothes, golf accessories and special gifts.

*
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Create a golﬁng day starting with a golf lesson with the Golden Eagle Golf Pro,
plus a round of golf and lunch at the Golden Eagle Grill or
consider the special gift of a year-round membership.

tiffany yachts

THE GIFT OF DINNER FOR TWO

spring boat show
Saturday, May 5th • 9am - 5pm
1996 24’ Chaparral $16.5K 1968 46’ Tiffany $85K
2000 24’ Shamrock $30K 1980 30’ Cape Dory $38K
2000 26’ Glacier Bay $48K 1987 36’ Carver Aft Cabin $49K
2002 27’ Skagit Orca $65K 1985 43’ Marine Trader $120K
1988 33’ Tiara Exp. $51K 2007 21’ Hurricane SD $24K
1999 30’ Riddick Exp. $69.9K

plus more!
(804) 453-3464
2545 Jessie Dupont
Memorial Hwy., burgess

Visit our website for more details:
www.tiffanyyachts.com

THE GIFT OF GOLF

*

Let her share an evening of ﬁne dining with a special friend
in the East Dining Room featuring our
signature Contemporary American cuisine.

*

THE GIFT OF FINE FOOD AND FINE COMPANY
MOTHER’S DAY GRAND BUFFET BRUNCH
Sunday, May 13 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
featuring an extensive Seafood Assortment, Hot Entrée Selections, Fresh Wafﬂe,
Omelet and Carving Stations, plus decadent desserts.
Adults $49, Children 6-12, $24.50, Children 5 and under, Complimentary.
Reservations 804-438-4489 or dining@tidesinn.com

Gift Certiﬁcates in all denominations, redeemable at any time.
Call 800-843-3746 for all your gift certiﬁcate needs.
The Tides Inn Resort
480 King Carter Drive, Irvington, VA 22480
www.tidesinn.com

Business
Tools
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

What have you
done to help the
rescue squad?

without a qualiﬁed life support person in attendance?”
CPR is a basic training
that we can all receive. The
very fact that someone needs
CPR means their heart has
already stopped and they are
not breathing. Again, many
people have been saved by
simply knowing CPR.
Don’t knock our volunteers, step up and help out.

you are doing. These kids
need you.
I will always cherish the
times that I had here and
my prayers and thoughts go
with you forever.

s !LTHOUGH HE CLAIMS TO
support equal employment
opportunity, Wittman voted
against the Lilly Ledbetter
Fair Pay Act of 2009.
s !LTHOUGH NEARLY EVERY
nonpartisan
professional
economist (according to the
Wall Street Journal) says
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009
was responsible for at least
1% of post-recession economic growth and preventing a higher jobless rate,
Wittman voted against it.
This year the voters
should look past “Slick”
Wittman’s deceptive charm
and consider Adam Cook
for Congress.

In response to a recent
Larry Long,
letter, “Demand higher level
CPO/executive director,
of rescue squad service,” are
Boys & Girls Club
you a volunteer or have you
of the Northern Neck
ever been a volunteer for a
rural ﬁre and rescue comReally, Rob?
pany?
Diane Goss,
What level of training as a
Oh, that Rob Wittman is
White Stone slick!
rescue person have you ever
received?
On April 20, he convened
Moving on
What are your personal
a public meeting at the
commitments to meet the
Sometimes in life you Warsaw campus of Rappahneeds/concerns you men- have to make difﬁcult annock Community College
tion in your letter?
choices. In my year-and-a- to publicize how hard he
How can you demand half with the Boys & Girls is working to bring broadsomething unless you per- Club in Kilmarnock, I have band internet service to the
Bob Lindsey,
sonally have done all you gotten to know some won- Northern Neck. He has held
Callao
can to improve the educa- derful people and 400 amaz- similar broadband publicity
tion and training opportuni- ing children.
meetings in previous elec- Learning more
ties to our volunteers?
To the board of directors tion years.
Donations and personal of this wonderful organizaHowever, on June 16, than baseball
involvement would be a tion, to all the amazing vol- 2009, Rob Wittman voted
It was indeed wonderful to
good start.
unteers, the dedicated staff, against HR 2346, the sup- see the picture of our Little
I served six years as a vol- hundreds of great donors plemental
appropriations Leaguers with heads bowed
unteer EMT/Shock Trauma and most of all 400 of the bill that provided funds to in prayer (April 16, 2012,
most deserving children I extend broadband to rural Rappahannock Record).
Tech in a rural area.
It is good to know there
When you slam volun- have ever served, it’s been a American counties. Despite
teerism in our hometown great privilege to be a part Wittman’s opposition the are those in the organization
bill passed, but the Northern who are teaching our young
you berate those wonderful of your life for this time.
Now, I must turn my Neck did not receive any people to honor God and
people who selﬂessly give
Sunset at Belle Isle
efforts to getting to know aid from it because federal receive his blessing.
of their time and energy.
my family again. I thought agencies do not generally
The seeds planted today
Perhaps
you
would
rather
Photo by Garnett Fisher
have our county imitate being here on the beauti- apportion aid to a district produce beautiful fruit
those larger counties and ful Virginia Northern Neck whose Congressman voted tomorrow!
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and
Barbara Price,
their paid amenities, such as with you I could survive against it.
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com subKilmarnock
“day time” ALS providers. being away from my chilBut Wittman is slick
ject line Focal Point.
Then you better be prepared dren and 10 grandchildren, enough to give everyone the
for the tax hike that will but I couldn’t.
impression that he’s work- People are good
surely occur.
I miss them terribly and ing hard to bring broadband
While shopping in KilmarExactly how are you qual- being 19 hours away has to his constituents.
nock last Friday afternoon,
This is “Slick” Wittman’s I realized $42 was missing
by Rep. Rob Wittman iﬁed to determine that our taken a toll on me and my
volunteers are “resistant to wife and especially missing pattern of service to the from my wallet.
change?”
all their soccer games, bas- people of the First District:
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Eyes across the country were
Retracing my steps, I
Imagine if we had no ketball games, birthday par- put on a show of concern popped into CVS to ask if
focused on the eastern seaboard last Tuesday as the Space
for your problems, explain anyone had found my lost
Shuttle Discovery made its ﬁnal ﬂight, soaring over Fred- volunteer ﬁremen or rescue ties and church events.
personnel at all.
You have a wonderful how much he already knows cash, and before I even comericksburg north toward Washington, D.C.
Perhaps instead of slam- opportunity here to provide about them, and how hard pleted my question the kind
As I watched Discovery ﬂy by the U.S. Capitol, I
ming the quality of these an amazing program for the he’s searching for solutions. cashier nodded her head,
thought about how that shuttle is a symbol of the optigenuinely caring individuals children in the area. Many But when it comes to con- called her supervisor to locate
mism and determination of America, and our ability to
you would consider help- of you have become a part of gressional action to actually the money, and handed it over
persevere. It is critical that our country remain a place
ing to support their efforts this organization by volun- solve those problems, he to me....all within minutes of
where dreams can be realized, where the pursuit of innoeither by volunteering your- teering or making ﬁnancial votes no.
vation is a constant goal, and where the spark of inspiramy entering the store.
self with ALS training and contributions to make sure
Three examples of many:
tion can always be ignited.
Someone had found the
response or monetarily or they have opportunities that
s !LTHOUGH HE HAS bills and turned them over to
Later, my thoughts turned to those who have fallen on
both.
many children do not. The expressed concern for the the cashier. This proves again
hard times and are struggling to ﬁnd a job. I was pleased
You state “how would board and staff need you to unemployed, Wittman has that people are generally
when the House passed the Small Business Tax Deduction
Act to reduce taxes on small businesses by almost $46 bil- you feel if a loved one expe- be there when you are called voted against every exten- good, kind and honest.
Tove Power,
rienced a heart attack and upon to help these children. sion of unemployment comlion over the next 10 years. Washington has got to ensure
Irvington
Please never stop what pensation.
that its policies are helping folks get back to work and not the emergency crew arrived
hindering economic growth.
Reducing the tax burden on these job creators is critical.
By keeping more of their capital to invest in employees
and business growth, small businesses can innovate, grow
and put folks to work in our communities. The bill awaits
(Reprints from the April 5,1912,
in Baltimore. Miss Marie Haynie,
badly. Some are taking their nets
consideration in the Senate.
issue of the Virginia Citizen)
sister of Mrs. McKenney has
up and putting them on the shore to
Another bill passed by the House (H.R. 4089) would
Dividing Creek
returned to the city.
mend.
protect and increase opportunities for recreational hunting
Our ﬁshermen report small
Miss Ola Humphreys, one of the
Gasoline Boats Robbed
and ﬁshing in the U.S. Sportsmen’s activities and consercatches of ﬁsh. W. F. Hunton made
teachers here, was in Baltimore
A thief went aboard the launch
vation efforts contribute millions of jobs and billions of
the largest shipment of shad from
recently. Her room was closed
of H. E. Owen at Weems last week
dollars to the economy. As a hunter and ﬁsherman, I was
Harvey’s wharf.
during her absence.
and took the Dayton two cylinder
proud to support this legislation.
Frances P. Murphy, of Baltimore,
jump spark coil from off the engine
Ivanhoe Holmes, of near here, is
I also was humbled recently to receive the Leadership
spent several days here recently
equipment. The door of the cabin
very ill.
in Conservation Award by the Theodore Roosevelt Conlooking after the interest of his ﬁrm. Fleet’s Bay Neck
was unlocked and the thief had no
servation Partnership for my work on sportsmen’s and
Paul Murphy is boarding at T. B.
Miss Emma Flippo returned last
trouble to get away with whatever
conservation issues. Preserving our outdoors and natural
Hurst’s and will take charge of his
week from an extended visit to
he wanted.
lands has been a priority of mine since I was young, and it father’s packing house this season.
friends in Richmond and Petersburg.
The gasoline boat Rappahanis a pursuit that is important to many in the First District,
Misses Earia and Edith Ball
Miss Estelle Cutler has closed
nock, belonging to W. A. Dameron
both culturally and economically.
entertained a party of young folks
her school in Richmond county and & Bro., also of Weems, was robbed
One of the greatest economic multipliers is investing in Friday evening.
returned to her parental home here, last Sunday or Monday of the single
our natural resources, such as the Chesapeake Bay. The
R. A. Ayers is furnishing lumber
to the delight of her many friends.
cylinder jump spark coil and set
bay provides a livelihood for many and we must preserve
for a new factory, wharf and packW. S. Sanders and family visited
of dry batteries belonging in the
it for the future. We also observed Earth Day, an occasion ing house.
Mrs. Sanders’ sister, Mrs. Benny
engine.
that helps to raise awareness of our environment’s imporThe roads which have been almost Chilton, at Chile Sunday.
P. G. Newbill’s launch, Grey
tance in society.
Miss Pearl Elmore, of Kilmarimpassable are daily becoming
Hound, was robbed of ﬁxtures SatThe First District is full of hard-working farmers and
nock, was the guest of Miss Critten- urday afternoon while moored at
worse owing to the heavy hauling
scenic natural areas, and I am committed to the principle
den from Friday until Monday.
over them. Is nothing to be done to
Rilee’s wharf at Irvington.
that our country’s natural resources and environment
Trap-ﬁshing is very dull around
improve their condition?
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd,
should be carefully safeguarded for the use of citizens and White Stone
here. Sea nettles are breaking down volunteer of the Mary Ball Washingfuture generations.
James McKenney and wife are
the stakes and tearing the nets very
ton Museum and Library)

The Congressional Report

YESTERYEAR

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

A

visionary is a person who not only
sees more deeply into the future than
many of us, but, unlike a dreamer, also
is one whose insight leads us to a better
world. A gifted visionary is both a prophet
and a prognosticator, and in rarer cases
is the catalyst who brings forth the fruition of the visions that he or she has held
in the daylight of other people’s lives. A
true visionary is both a leader and a doer
whose accomplishments live on for future
generations.
Last week the great life of one of the
Northern Neck’s most profound visionaries came to a peaceful conclusion in the
setting that his vision had brought about,
in the care of a loving staff who appreciated the privilege of seeing him through
his ﬁnal days, with the devotion of a community grateful for his service and talents.
He was Captain Thomas Denegre, a man
whose careers encompassed heroic attention to the wartime needs of his country,
brilliant achievement in the arena of banking and ﬁnance, and dedicated decades in
the realm of philanthropy. For the last 40
years, Tom and his recently departed wife,
Louise, who was the subject of a column
upon her death in February, devoted themselves untiringly to the goals of making
the Northern Neck an even richer place
for ages to come.
I use the word “ages” as a double enten-

He wanted it to be a
residential community
as well as a full-service
health care operation
where those who lived on
its campus could enjoy
life to the fullest at each
stage of their senior years,
always receiving the best
of care at any particular
moment.
dre, meaning both periods of time and life
spans of individuals. After his illustrious
career in the submarine service of the U.S.
Navy, Tom entered the world of banking
and commerce, ﬁrst in Alexandria, and
then in Kilmarnock. His specialty was
estate work, helping an aging population
in making plans for the future.
In the course of those tasks, he saw the
growing demographic of our region, and
envisioned a facility for the total care
of senior citizens. He wanted it to be a
residential community as well as a full-

service health care operation where those
who lived on its campus could enjoy life
to the fullest at each stage of their senior
years, always receiving the best of care at
any particular moment.
Truly, for years he propagated his vision
in every avenue available, to individuals,
to corporations and to charities. He gathered like-minded people around him, and
was ceaseless in articulating his goals for
bringing his concept into being, turning an
idea into bricks and mortar. He conducted
hundreds of meetings, spoke to untold
civic groups, worked with a myriad of
health professionals, architects, engineers,
planners, and ﬁnanciers always with his
directed purpose before him.
The result is Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury, now Tom’s vision actualized into one of the Northern Neck’s most
distinctive institutions, an oasis of beauty
and pleasure, a comfort to residents and
their families, a place of peace and contentment. RW-C became Louise and Tom’s
own home nearly 20 years ago. At the time
they expressed the enjoyment they found
in downsizing from Pop Castle, the venerable home where they lived in White Stone
overlooking the Rappahannock River.
Tom was a precisionist, using that attribute to plan every square inch of their new
home. He knew where each piece of furniture would be, and how the pieces would

ﬁt together. He and Louise had delighted
in their 20 years at Pop Castle, the highlight of which had been their guiding the
process for its inclusion on both the Virginia and National Register of Historic
Places, and they took pleasure in leaving
it for others to enjoy.
Throughout all of their naval and personal moves, Tom found time for his
enduring avocation of working with wood.
He was a gifted master in the art of furniture restoration, and excelled in the tedious
and speciﬁc task of matching inlays or
joining marquetry. I often told him that
he had a fourth career awaiting him the
day he hung out his shingle as a restorer.
A conversation with him usually included
his comments on how he had handled a
certain piece, and, in his typically modest
terms, how thrilled he had been to see his
ﬁnished products.
Tom was a native of New Orleans, and
he classically exhibited the traditions
of his hometown. Ever the consummate
gentleman, he was outstanding in every
venue, thereby adding greater proﬁle to
the visions he espoused. His mark on the
Northern Neck will remain as indelible as
his kind and gentle personality will on his
friends and colleagues.
Retired U.S. Navy Capt. Thomas Bayne
Denegre Jr., February 20, 1920—April 28,
2012. R.I.P.
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May is Older Americans Month

Do you remember?
This early 1950s photo shows what is believed to be Kilmarnock Chief of Police William
Harriman demonstrating a ﬁrst aid procedure to a group of ﬁsh spotter pilots. The
gentleman seated is Joe Gunther and the gentleman on the far right is Wilmer Jenkins,
who was killed in a mid-air collision with another ﬁsh spotter in 1955. Kilmarnock
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn asks anyone who can identify the other men
in the photo to contact him at 804-296-0930. “Do you remember?” is a public service
of the Kilmarnock Museum. 0HOTO COURTESY OF 'REG *ENKINS

Del. Ransone receives
statewide recognition
The Virginia Sheriffs’
Association
recognized
Del. Margaret Ransone
Apri1 26 at the Virginia
Sheriffs’ Institute Conference in Newport News.
“The members of the Virginia Sheriffs’ Association
are honored to name Del.
Margaret Ransone the legislative ‘Rookie of the Year’
for 2012. Her extraordinary
support for law enforcement
during her ﬁrst year as a delegate earned her this recognition. Del. Ransone is the
third legislator in the history
of the association to receive
this award,” said executive
director John W. Jones.
“It is a humbling experience to accept this award
from the association,” said
Ransone. “I believe it is
my fundamental duty to
support our sheriff depart-

ments, as a citizen and a
legislator. They are the ﬁrst
responders and are crucial
to the safety and security of
our communities. I want to
thank the sheriffs throughout the state and give a special thank you to the sheriffs in the 99th District.”
Northern Neck sheriffs
in attendance included
Northumberland County
Sheriff Charles A. “Chuck”
Wilkins, Richmond County
Sheriff Douglas A. Bryant,
and Westmorland County
Sheriff C. O. Balderson.
Lancaster County Sheriff
Ronald D. Crockett was
unable to attend.
“Del. Ransone receiving this legislative award
was special to Northern
Neck sheriffs,” said Sheriff Crockett. “We appreciate all of her hard work in

Rep. Wittman to launch
Congressional campaign
First District Rep. Rob Wittman recently announced
plans to launch his 2012 Congressional campaign with
three kickoff events.
On Saturday, May 5, Rep. Wittman will launch his reelection campaign at 1 p.m. at the Westmoreland County
courthouse at 15803 Kings Highway in Montross. Local
and state elected ofﬁcials and community residents are
invited to attend.
He will continue his First District kickoff events in
Williamsburg and Stafford on May 12 and May 20,
respectively.

Tea Party to study education
The 99th District Tea Party will host Edward J. Amatetti at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 8, at the ULVFD ﬁrehouse
at 5170 Mary Ball Road in Lively. The public is welcome.
Amatetti is founder of New Renaissance in Education (NRIE), an organization of educators, parents and
citizens whose mission is to bring educational integrity
and balance to primary, secondary and post-secondary
schools for better informed citizens by promoting curriculums that are balanced and teach America’s heritage
and the foundations of a free society.
Amatetti was scheduled to speak in April but was
unable to attend, said communications chairman Lyn
Neira. Educators and the general public are welcome to
come hear this enthusiastic educator and his ideas for
improving our children’s schooling.

YOUR LETTERS
Where’s the
threat?

It’s all about
customer service

Few of us have escaped
seeing glaciers melting followed by the ominous threat
that as a result the oceans
will rise and we will be
washed out to sea unless we
give full commitment to the
theory that this is a result of
man-made global warming.
But that is a false premise easily refuted by a
simple scientiﬁc experiment
anyone could do in their
own kitchen. With a few ice
cubes, ﬁll a glass with water.
Leave it at room temperature and let the ice cubes
melt. You will observe that
no additional water is produced and the water level
does not rise.
Too bad someone didn’t
ﬁgure that out before the
spending of billions of dollars in implementing radical
Green Environmentalism,
which threatens our way of
life.

To those in any type of
business, customer service
is one of the most important attributes that you possess.
It can be great or it can
be poor. But when you get
off of the phone or computer with a customer/
client, they need to have the
greatest respect for you.
When on the phone, your
voice should be of acceptance even if the customer
is wrong; that is not the
way you should appear.
I was told the customer is
always right even when you
know they are wrong but
you being the professional
person should know how to
handle every situation. So
think twice when you are on
the phone and about to give
poor customer service.
Remember how it makes
the person on the other end
of the line feel.

Sue Long,
North

Arlene Spencer,
Portsmouth

Richmond.”
“It was an honor and
privilege for me to present Del. Ransone the 2012
Legislative Rookie of the
Year Award on behalf of the
Virginia Sheriffs’ Association,” said Sheriff Balderson. “Del. Ransone’s initiatives and actions during
this year’s legislative session are to be commended
for her commitment and
dedication to preserve the
highest standards in public
safety.”

“Never Too Old to Play!” That’s the theme
of Older Americans Month 2012, celebrated
during the month of May.
The theme puts a spotlight on the important
role older adults play in sharing their experience, wisdom and understanding, and passing
on that knowledge to other generations in a
variety of signiﬁcant ways, according to Bay
Aging senior vice president for development
Jean M. Duggan.
The celebrations will recognize the value
that older adults continue to bring to communities through spirited participation in social
and faith groups, service organizations and
other activities, said Duggan.
As large numbers of baby-boomers reach
retirement age, many communities have
increased their efforts to provide meaningful
opportunities for older adults—many of whom
remain physically and socially active through
their 80s and beyond, she said. Current trends
show that people over age 60 account for an
ever-growing percentage of participants in
community service positions, faith-based
organizations, online social networking as well
as arts and recreational groups.
Bay Aging is fortunate to have 913 older
adults lend their time and services in a variety
of meaningful ways—delivering meals to the
frail and homebound, help local law enforcement make communities safer, volunteer at
hospitals and nursing homes and improve lives

by mentoring and tutoring young people, and
helping adult day care participants with their
activities and programs, said Duggan. In
2011, older adults donated 51,968 hours to
their communities throughout the ten counties
of the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck.
The dollar value for their volunteer service
equals $1,110,036—a huge savings for communities.
Lifelong participation in social, creative and
physical activities has proven health beneﬁts,
including retaining mobility, muscle mass and
cognitive abilities, continued Duggan. Older
adults are not the only ones who beneﬁt from
their engagement in community life. Studies
show their interactions with family, friends and
neighbors across generations enrich the lives
of everyone involved.
Young people who have signiﬁcant relationships with a grandparent or elder report that
these relationships helped shape their values,
goals and life choices and gave them a sense
of identity and roots, she added.
“Organizations, churches and community and civic groups throughout the Middle
Peninsula and Northern Neck beneﬁt greatly
from the older adults who so willingly share
their time, skills, wisdom and wonderful sense
of humor to make life better for us all,” said
Duggan. “Please join Bay Aging in recognizing these very special people – we have many
reasons to celebrate them.”

ANSWERS ON AGING
My dad is a recovering
alcoholic and has just ﬁnished a treatment program
for alcoholism. I would like
to know how my family and
I can help him to remain
sober.
Alcohol recovery is a lifelong battle and your dad
will need continued support from you and his other
family members and friends.
In order to prevent your dad
from suffering a relapse, you
can recommend participation
in ongoing family therapy
sessions and suggest that your
dad also participates in ongo-

ing personal therapy.
Additionally, the following
factors have been identiﬁed to
help older adults, such as your
dad, during their recovery and
assist with relapse prevention:
s #ONTINUING MEANINGFUL
social relationships through
community programs.
s 3UPPORT GROUPS SUCH AS
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
and Al-Anon, especially if
your dad lives alone, can help
your dad bond with others by
sharing his experience and
provide emotional support.
You can ﬁnd out if there are

special groups for older alcoholics in your dad’s area.
s %DUCATION ON PROPER
nutrition and safe exercise for
older persons.
s -EAL PROGRAM IF NEEDED
s 0ARTICIPATION IN RECOVERY
activities of other alcoholics.
There is no cure for alcoholism and it is important
that your dad and your family
remember that alcoholism
recovery is a life-long process
which requires ongoing attention
For answers to your questions on aging, visit.SeniorNavigator.org.

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock
804-435-1302
www.burkesjewelers.com
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From left are Donna and Bruce Kuykendall with Maddie
and Henry, Martha Hall with Jake and Paula Swann
with Chelsea. Karen Reed and Miya also completed the
course.

Canine/handler teams
learn focus and attention
HEATHSVILLE—Lorien Kennels recently graduated
ﬁve dog and handler teams from its Foundation, Focus and
Attention class.
This class is specially designed for dogs that ignore their
owners, go bananas when they see another dog, when a
stranger approaches or when there is a knock at the door,
said instructor Dawn Mahaffey
It is also for dogs that are nervous or fearful around unfamiliar dogs or people; or dogs that are such social butterﬂies that they run off to play and ignore their owners trying
to call them back, said Mahaffey.
Registration is under way for Beginners, Advanced Manners, Puppy Kindergarten, Canine Good Citizenship, Introduction to Rally Obedience and Foundation, Focus and
Attention classes. Call 580-5227.

From left are Gay Thrift and Lena, Pat and Lee Priestas
with Raleigh, Melinda Baker and Freckles and Barbara
Kahler and Jack.

Dog training class
graduates recognized
HEATHSVILE—Lorien
Kennels recently recognized
graduates of its ﬁrst series
of dog training classes for
2012.
Handlers and dogs completed eight weeks of instruction, during which they
learned the basics of canine
psychology,
leadership,
attention and bonding, said
instructor Dawn Mahaffey.
Dogs learned the basic
skills every dog should know,
including loose leash walking, and how to sit, down,
stay and come when called,
said Mahaffey. Some dogs in
their classes may also receive
help with overcoming behavior problems.
Registration is under way
for Beginners, Advanced
Manners, Puppy Kindergar-

ten, Canine Good Citizenship, Introduction to Rally
Obedience and Foundation,
Focus and Attention classes.
Call 580-5227.

Discovery takes ﬁnal ﬂight
The space shuttle Discovery made its ﬁnal voyage April 17 from the Kennedy Space Center to Dulles International
Airport in Northern Virginia on the back of a Boeing 747. A slide show of the shuttle’s trip can be seen at RRecord.
com.The photos were made available to the Rappahannock Record by a NASA rocket scientist and family member
of reporter Audrey Thomasson. Photo courtesy of NASA

Primary school pursues recycling project Comments
B RO O K VA L E — S t u due for
dents and staff at Lancaster
Primary School recently
conservation
collected 616 pounds of
paper during a pilot recydistrict plan
cling project.
“That’s 616 pounds that
didn’t end up in the landﬁll,” said Northern Neck
Master Gardener Barbara
Kauneckas.
The project was coordinated by Kauneckas and
Ruth Huber,
Students
Using Math and Science
(SUMS) co-leaders, and
Faye Andrashko, from Soil
and Water Conservation.
“Our
curriculum is
based on horticulture and
reinforces Standards of
Learning (SOLs) taught
in the classroom,” said
Kauneckas.
Prior to the project start,
Andrashko spoke to school
staff about the beneﬁts
of recycling. SUMS volunteers provided brightly
decorated boxes to each

Collecting paper from left are Skyy Brice, Anijah
Dameron and Jannasia Redmond.

classroom and the ofﬁce
for collection. Boxes displayed questions like “why
recycle?” answering that
it “saves money and raw
resources, saves landﬁll
space, is smart, simple and
helps the Northern Neck.”
Each Wednesday SUMS

volunteers collected the
paper, weighed it, and took
it to the county transfer station for recycling.
Principal
Dr.
Holly
Wargo announced the totals
to the students and staff
each week, and results were
posted in the lobby display.

WARSAW—The Northern
Neck Soil & Water Conservation District (NNSWCD) will
accept written comments on
the Draft NNSWCD Strategic Plan July, 2012, to June
30, 2016, through the public
comment period ending May
18, 2012.
A copy of the Draft Strategic Plan is available at
nnswcd.org/publications/
index.html. Additionally, a
hard copy can be obtained
by contacting district operations manager Kathy Clarke
at 333-3525, ext. 102.
Comments should include
the exact language of any
suggested changes to the
document and can be submitted electronically to
kathyclarke@nnswcd.org.

Northern Neck Audubon
Society president Paula
Boundy checks a bluebird
box at Belle Isle State
Park.

Volunteers
monitor 21
bluebird boxes
SOMERS—Northern
Neck Audubon Society
(NNAS) members erected 21
bluebird boxes at Belle Isle
State Park three years ago.
The nest boxes are monitored weekly from late March
until September by Master
Naturalists and NNAS members, said Paul Servis.
Bluebirds will have two or
three sets of young during
each nesting season. It is
important to monitor the
bird boxes so parasites can
be removed from the young
birds, said Servis.
The adults will build a new
nest from clean grass or pine
needles for each brood, he
said.
Monitors also record the
progress of the birds and
keep count of the numbers
of young from each box, said
Servis.
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Living at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury is about exactly that, “living.”
Set on 165 of the most scenic acres of Virginia’s Northern Neck, RWC is an
inviting, full-service retirement community. We offer an appealing
worry-free lifestyle that affords you more time to enjoy those
things you want to do, and the peace of mind of continuing
care, if ever needed. For more information, call to request your
complimentary copy of our Embrace Life Today DVD today.

E mbrace life on your terms.

804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444 www.embracelifeatrwc.org 132 Lancaster Drive Irvington, Virginia 22480

