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Several area churches plan 
Easter Sunrise Services for 

Sunday, April 8. Listed here are 
those that provided information 
about their plans.

All of the services are open 
to the public and will be held at 
the hosting church unless other-
wise noted. For more Holy Week 
observances, see the Church 
Calendar on page B5.

Easter sunrise services will be 
held by:

Afton United Methodist 
Church, 6:30 a.m., Cockrell’s 
Marine Railway off Hacks Neck 
Road, Ophelia, followed by 
breakfast at the church.

Bethel-Emmanuel United 
Methodist Charge and the 
Church of the Deliverance, 6:30 
a.m., Weakley residence, end 
of Morattico Road. Women of 
Emmanuel will host a conti-
nental breakfast at Emmanuel 
immediately following the ser-
vice.

Campbell Memorial Presby-
terian Church, 6:30 a.m., Cart-
er’s Creek, Weems Road past the 
church, followed by a continen-
tal breakfast at the church.

Church of New Vision with 
guest Hartswell Baptist Church, 
6:30 a.m., followed by break-
fast.

Fairport Baptist Church, 
6:30 a.m., Turpin residence, 
1056 Brammer Drive, Northum-
berland Plantation, followed by 
breakfast at the church. 

Harmony Grove Baptist 
Church, 6:30 a.m., Locklies 
Marina.

Henderson and Melrose 
United Methodist churches, 
6:30 a.m., Lewisetta Chapel.

Kilmarnock United Meth-
odist Church, 6:30 a.m., Camp 
Kekoka, end of Boys Camp 
Road.

St. Mary’s Whitechapel and 
Trinity Episcopal, 6:45 a.m., 
SMWC labyrinth. Bring a fold-
ing chair.

White Stone United Meth-
odist Church, 7 a.m., in the 
Memorial Gardens.

Wicomico and Mila United 
Methodist churches, 6:30 a.m., 
Wicomico UMC, followed by 
breakfast.

After nearly 18 years of pro-
viding driver education 

behind the wheel instruction at 
Northumberland High School, 
Rick DiVivi is set to retire at 
the end of the current session. 
But don’t think that means his 
driver’s ed days are over.

“I will be involved one way 
or another,” the veteran instruc-
tor says.

Indeed he will. Just recently 
DeVivi was elected president of 
the Southeast Region American 
Driver Traffic Safety Educa-
tion Association (ADTSEA). 
The professional association 
serves as a national advocate 
for quality traffic safety edu-
cation, creating and publishing 
policies and guidelines for the 
driver’s education discipline, 
said DiVivi.

ADTSEA conducts confer-
ences, workshops and seminars 
and provides consulting ser-
vices. The Southeast Region of 
ADTSEA includes 11 states in 
addition to Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands.

“We deal a lot with teenagers, 
public service announcements 

and getting information to the 
public,” said DeVivi.

As president, he will be 
responsible for recruiting ven-
dors, volunteers and ensuring 

that events run smoothly.
Prior to being elected to his 

new post, DeVivi served nine 
years on the board of the Vir-
ginia Association for Driver 

Education and Traffic Safety, 
including a stint as record-
ing secretary for the southeast 
region.

During his 18 years at Nor-
thumberland, DiVivi provided 
behind the wheel instruction to 
some 125 students yearly, aver-
aging some 700 miles weekly. 
He says the most difficult part 
of his job is getting students to 
relax. 

“You can’t receive instruc-
tion when you’re tense and ner-
vous,” said DeVivi. 

He said he tries to use humor 
to relax them in addition to 
giving them ample time to 
understand the car’s mecha-
nisms and movement in the 
parking lot before entering the 
highway. 

DeVivi also maintains the 
attention of students in the back 
seat by requiring them to take 
notes that parents sign.

“I don’t allow any sleeping,” 
says DeVivi.

He is most proud of the man-
datory Partners for Safe Teen 
Driving program launched a 
few years ago that involves both 
teen drivers and their parents.

“Parents don’t teach their 

children how to drive properly 
and driving is the most danger-
ous thing you’re going to do 
every day,” said DeVivi, adding, 
“The more you get involved in 
the learning process, the better 
approach you’ll have to teach-
ing.”

Although the school board 
recently voted to not f ill 
DeVivi’s position, the retiring 
instructor is quick to calm any 
fears about the future of Nor-
thumberland’s driver education 
program.

“You’ve got other people here 
who are qualified to teach driv-
er’s ed and I’m not going any-
where,” he said. DeVivi added 
that he is not ruling out instruc-
tion on a fee basis.

Other endeavors being con-
sidered by DeVivi include a 
boats and wheels safety pro-
gram for adults. As a charter 
boat captain and member of 
Smith Point Sea Rescue for 33 
years, he is certainly qualified.

Looking back on his years at 
Northumberland, DiVivi cites 
one certain event as the most 
rewarding—“When a student 
comes back years later and says 
thank you.”

LANCASTER—By a 3-1 vote, 
the Lancaster school board last 
Friday adopted a $15,727,050 
budget for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2012. 

The budget is $188,759 higher 
than the current year’s budget. The 
board of supervisors will now con-
sider the proposal. 

School board chairman Patrick 
McCranie and members Ella Davis 
and Alexander Fleet voted to adopt 
the budget. Robert Smart voted 
against. Don McCann did not 
attend the special meeting.

“This budget raises the cost per 
pupil $406 over last year,” when 
figuring an expected decline in 
enrollment, said Smart.

“The trend to ever greater inef-
ficiency marches on,” he added.  

York County, with a proposed 
budget of $119.7 million and 
12,410 students, will spend $9,645 
on each student while Lancaster, 
with 1,207 students, will spend 
$12,545 per pupil, a difference of 

The Lancaster Board 
of Supervisors will 
hold a public hearing 
Thursday, April 12, 
on the county school 
budget for fiscal year 
2012-13. The hearing 
will begin at 7 p.m. 
in the board meeting 
room of the county 
administration build-
ing in Lancaster.

Retiring driver’s ed teacher refuses to take a back seat

Retiring driver’s education instructor Rick DeVivi recently was 
elected president of the Southeast Region American Driver Traffic 
Safety Education Association.

by Shannon Rice

‘Inefficiency’ cited in $15.7 million 
school budget adopted in Lancaster

School budget
set for hearing

by Audrey Thomasson

$2,900 per pupil, he said. 
He would support the 2012 

expenditure rate “per pupil” as 
a benchmark as long as future 
budgets are only increased based 
on inflation adjustments, added 
Smart.

“That would stop the upward 
trend of inefficiency. Under plan, 
Lancaster County would still 
spend more per pupil than 83% of 
the other 95 counties in Virginia. 
I want the best for our children. 
But I will not vote for this budget, 
nor for any budget while I am a 
member of the school board, which 
grows our inefficiency,” he said.

In a comparison with Northum-
berland County’s proposed school 
budget, Smart said, “The super-
intendent there plans to spend 
$664,000 on administration next 
year. In our proposed budget, we 
plan to spend $937,465, or 41% 
more. We will spend almost a mil-
lion dollars before the first dollar 
gets into a classroom to educate 
one of our 1,207 students. That is 
$783 per pupil. Why do we have 
two vice principals at the middle 
school? Is administration there 
better than it has ever been? The 
salaries and benefits for those two 
positions are about $192,000 a 
year....Under this proposed budget, 
our school division will have one 

employee for every 5.4 pupils.”
Superintendent Dr. Daniel 

Lukich said school division bud-
gets over the past few years have 
been working to gain better effi-
ciencies.

“My approach has been this: If 
you cut the budget and in the end 
the programs haven’t changed, 
those were good cuts...We have 
eight slots leaving this year that will 
not be filled; we’ll be re-deploying 
people,” he said. “Where you 
don’t refill positions, some educa-
tion will suffer. The only way to 
become more efficient is to have 
less employees when you have 
declining enrollment. There’s more 
to a budget than cost per pupil.”

“There’s no teacher raise in 
here,” said Fleet.

Lancaster’s salaries, for begin-
ning teachers and those at the top 
of the pay range, are at the bottom 
of the scale for Virginia teachers.

“I’m sorry we can’t give them a 
raise. And there are other factors: 

Calling all chefs!

The Rappahannock Record 
office in Kilmarnock will be 
closed on Friday, April 6, in obser-
vance of Good Friday.

The office will re-open at 9 a.m. 
Monday, April 9. All deadlines 
will remain unchanged.

Record office
will be closed
on Good Friday

Ava Poplin, 1, proudly displays her 
egg. More Easter egg hunts are 
scheduled throughout the area 
this Saturday. See the Upcoming 
Calendar on page B2. 

Whether you’re a gourmet cook, 
barbecue maestro or sandwich 
maker, we want your best recipes 
for publication in The Rivah Visitor’s 
Guide. The first edition will appear 
on newsstands April 26.

This year’s guide will feature 
Rivah Reader Recipes, and anything 
goes, from your favorite picnic food 
to elegant entrees, even Grandma’s 
secret apple pie recipe.

Send recipes to Rivah@RRecord.
com by April 18 and include your 
name and place of residence. Your 
recipe could appear in the next issue 
of The Rivah Visitor’s Guide!

From left, Jayvin Lee, 3, and Akeelah Mitchell, 4, gather eggs 
during an Easter egg hunt at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church 
in Kilmarnock last Saturday. About 30 children participated in 
the celebration, which included arts,crafts, singing, lunch and an 
egg hunt.  Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi  

Seasonal 
romp

An Easter 
egg hunt slide
show appears

at RRecord.com

SCHOOL, continued on page A2



InsideNews      April 5, 2012
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!
For papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,

Northumberland, Richmond,  
Westmoreland and Middlesex counties:

 $27.00 per year

For papers mailed to other areas:

 $37.00 per year

Student subscription:  $27.00 for 9 months

 $35.00 per year

 Payment enclosed     New   Renewal 

      

Name:______________________________________

Address:____________________________________

City:________________________________________ 

State:____ Zip:__________Phone: _____________

Email Address: ____________________________
Credit Card No.: ___________________________
Expiration Date: ___________________________

Signature: _________________________________

 Charge to  Bill me 

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

OR: Order an Internet subscription 
and download a PDF version of the 

entire Rappahannock Record on 
your computer! Get it Wednesdays!

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@RRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@RRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, athomasson@RRecord.com
Shannon Rice

extension 28, srice@RRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, sara.amiss@RRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, mail@RRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, marilyn@RRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, troy@RRecord.com

Classified Advertising:
classifieds@RRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, wayne@RRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, ssimmons@RRecord.com

Sarah Bowis
extension 17, sarah@RRecord.com

Gloria Bosher, 
extension 17, gloria@RRecord.com

Brenda Burtner, 
extension 24. mail@RRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, fgaskins@RRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business manager

extension 21, koliver@RRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager

extension 14, lbishoff@RRecord.com
Angela Garrett, Accounts manager
extension 12, agarrett@RRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@RRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $37 per year elsewhere. 
Single copy: $.75.

appahannock
 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and 
then the employee’s extension when 
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

Join us for . . .

HIGHLIGHTS OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL TOUR
with Excursion to Morocco

September 19-30, 2012

Madrid   Salamanca   Porto   Fatima   Lisbon   Seville   Gibraltar   
Granada   Costa Del Sol   Tangier

Includes air from Richmond, fuel surcharge, ground transport in deluxe motor coach, 
four-star hotels, breakfast and dinner daily, entrance fees per itinerary, and services 
of tour escort. $3,995 per person, double occupancy

Operated by Pilgrim Tours         Hosted by Larry and Karen Adams
Registration or information:  804-462-7737

Last 5 
Seats

Available!

LANCASTER—A vote 
by supervisors last week on 
whether to allow disposal and 
burning of tree debris close to 
residential areas resulted in a 
2-2 tie, leaving the door open 
for another vote at the May 
meeting.

Clyde A. Stewart Jr. of 
Magic Tree Service applied 
to rezone some 47 acres and 
grant a special exception to 
allow his business to con-
tinue using the property to 
dump tree debris and hold an 
annual burn as he has been 
doing for the past seven years. 
The parcel, which is partially 
cleared with a densely wooded 
buffer, is on Western Branch 
Road near Corrotoman-by-
the-Bay subdivision. 

District 1 supervisor Butch 
Jenkins made the motion to 
deny rezoning from residen-
tial to agriculture, which was 
supported by Jason Bellows 
of District 5. Ernest Palin of 
District 2 and chairman Wally 
Beauchamp of District 3, 
voted against the motion. Dis-
trict 4 supervisor Jack Russell 
did not attend due to health 
issues.

After consulting with 
the county attorney, county 
administrator Frank Pleva 
said the county code requires 
a rezoning request to pass by 
a majority of at least three 
votes and not just a majority 
of supervisors in attendance. 
Since Jenkins moved to deny 
rezoning, the issue can come 
up for a vote again at the next 
meeting. Had the motion 
been made to approve Stew-
art’s request and then fallen 
short of the required three 
votes, Stewart could not apply 
again for another year, Pleva 
explained.

Residents representing 
both sides of the issue filled 
the board meeting room to 
express their views during 
a public hearing that lasted 
nearly two hours.

Stewart testified that when 
he used the Lively wood 
yard, a county-contracted 
dump site for debris, he was 
charged a fluctuating fee to 

dump debris, which he called 
“tipping” fees. Originally, the 
operator agreed not to charge 
him, but soon he was paying 
a $15 tipping fee that quickly 
rose to $68.

When it was suggested the 
fees should be included in his 
bids, Stewart said his cus-
tomer objected.

“They want to charge me 
to dump, but people said they 
already paid to dump (through 
county taxes), so they want to 
know why they should pay 
twice,” he replied.

Stewart said he’s been 
dumping at his Corrotoman 
site for seven years without 
complaints. Also, he only 
burns the debris once a year 
in a cleared area that has a 
thick forest buffer. But when 
the county notified him that 
he had to rezone the property 
from residential to agricul-
tural and get a special excep-
tion permit, he complied.

“Other services are burning 
on their property. I try to do 
the right thing and I get cruci-
fied for it...Nobody can hear 
me, nobody can smell me and 
nobody can see me.” 

Residents questioned a 
petition listing 193 supporters 
for Stewart’s applications.

Stewart explained they 
were Lancaster customers 
who don’t want to pay the tip-
ping fees. 

“I do work for the elderly 
who couldn’t afford tree ser-
vice,” Stewart said. “My com-
pany comes in and does it for 
them for free.” He noted one 
customer was about to lose 
her insurance if he hadn’t help 
her out.

Noting he is a small busi-
ness with a number of employ-
ees who rely on him, Stewart 
explained turning down his 
application would put him out 
of business.

the staff has gone through 
and made reductions,” said 
Fleet. “I’m satisfied with the 
budget.”

Davis claimed there were 
other factors involved in the 
decisions that went into the 
budget. 

“Some things you can’t 
compare to other coun-
ties,” she said. “I believe we 
try to spend the taxpayer’s 
money like we spend ours. 
We need to educate our chil-
dren. There’ too many kids 
walking around Kilmarnock 
today that should have a job. 
I’m on the board for the chil-
dren. If I have to pay two or 
three more cents in taxes, 
I’m willing to pay it to edu-
cate our children.”

McCranie said he respected 
the opinions of each member 
of the board. He noted the 
state had put every school in 
Virginia in a bind and that 
the financial problems went 

School budget
continued from page A1

Board splits 2-2 on tree debris compound
by Audrey Thomasson

beyond state borders.
“I’m very mindful of 

the taxpayers as well,” said 
McCranie. “We’ve talked 
about some of the ineffi-
ciencies or what is bloated...
but we must do this slowly 
throughly attrition and retire-
ments. Education takes place 
in the classroom—that’s the 
last place I would cut. I have 
two children in the system 
and a wife that teaches there. 
It’s tough.”

Smart replied that Lan-
caster ranks “...16th out of 
95 counties for pupil expen-
ditures.” Based on the com-
posite index, which deter-
mines the percentage of 
funding a county is expected 
to pay, Lancaster is at the 
top, paying some 80%.

“Since we have a higher 
ability to pay, the taxpay-
ers in this county send more 
money out (in state taxes) 
than comes back (in state 
funding).” Smart maintained 
local tax dollars are paying 
for the education of school 
children in other counties.

As an example, he said 
a property owner may be 
paying $360 in taxes on an 
$80,000 assessment. “They 
might say, ‘If we could edu-
cate our children for $250 in 
taxes instead of $360, I might 
be able to buy more gas...or 
groceries.’ We’re not running 
our schools efficiently,” he 
added.

Davis ended the discus-
sion by praising Lukich and 
finance director Sue Salg 
for doing a good job on the 
budget.

Randy Romaine, a resident 
of the area, said the county 
rejected a similar request in 
1990 from Clarence Dog-
gett who wanted to operate a 
stump storage and mulching/
recycling facility on 20 acres 
across the road from Stewart.

“It wasn’t acceptable then. 
Why should it be acceptable 
now...?” he asked.

Planning and land use 
director Don Gill explained 
the Doggett property was a 
different situation. It was 20 
acres of open land with no 
buffer and was only accessible 
by a private portion of West-
ern Branch Road and not the 
public part. Additionally, he 
noted Stewart had proffered 
that he would not be mulch-
ing, chipping or engaging in 
any other processing at the site 
nor would he allow any other 
business to dump there. 

Romaine argued the facil-
ity is located near residences 
noting heavy trucks on the 
roadway is hazardous for 
bikers, joggers and walkers. 
He said collecting thousands 
of truckloads of debris would 
create an insect infestation and 
decomposition would result in 
phosphorus runoff into the 
watershed of the Corrotoman 
River while the annual burn 
could pose a danger to area 
homes.

Gill replied the area is out 
of the resource protection area 
and therefore not a problem to 
the watershed. When forrests 
are harvested, tree debris is 
left on the property for up to a 
year without an insect problem 
before a control burn is done 
by the Forestry department, 
Gill noted. Stewart has been 
burning safely for years, only 
burns one day a year and has 
the equipment and manpower 
on site for a safe burn, similar 
to the Forestry department, he 
added. 

Stewart said that in all his 
years of operating at the site, 
he’s only encountered two 
people using the road to jog or 
bike. He suggested residents 
contact him if they see any of 
his personnel driving at unsafe 
speeds.

“It’s not an industrial area, 
it’s a residential area...with 
over 400 homes...” countered 
resident Tom Gregory.

Many residents said it was 
difficult to speak against 
Stewart because they have 
used his services and he was 
always fair, honest and did a 
good job.

“I truly do not want to be 
here tonight,” said Catherine 
Gregory. “Magic Tree Service 
is an excellent company that 
we have used.” However she 
noted the county should not 
correct violations by changing 
the rules.

Walter Harcum expressed 

concern about the safety of 
smoke from burning.

“What guarantee do we 
have that it’s once a year or 
are we looking at six times a 
year?” he asked.

Catherine Bennett said the 
proper zoning for the business 
should be industrial and that 
burning wood has been out-
lawed in some states because 
it leads to cancer.

Former supervisor Louis 
Conway said the agriculture 
zoning would make it allow-
able to put a mobile home 
park there with a special 
exception.

Several citizens and Magic 
Tree employees spoke in sup-
port of the operation, includ-
ing Dorsey Ficklin who called 
Stewart an expert that anyone 
can call to remove debris after 
a hurricane. “You can call 
these guys when a hurricane 
knocks down all your trees...
he will follow regulations. 
He has to do this to survive,” 
Ficklin urged.

Supervisors also expressed 
support.

“I see an honest small-
business man here...that’s 
what we need in this county,” 
said Palin. “I think what I hear 
tonight is a lot of fear. I hate 
to see a small business put 

out because of fear. It’s in the 
middle of a 40-arce forest. I 
don’t think you’ll see anyone 
else protect you better. There’s 
a little smoke, but I hate to see 
fear cause him to fail.”

Jenkins said voting against 
Stewart was the “nastiest deci-
sion” he’s ever had to make. 
“Almost everyone I spoke to 
said you were an honest man...
Unfortunately, the property 
you bought sits on the end of 
a residential property. I can’t 
say you can do what you want 
to do. I can’t.”

Bellows said he believed 
the tipping fees should be 
passed on to customers. 
Also, he had concern over the 
zoning. “Once you rezone to 
A-2 (agricultural), you open 
the door to some things you 
don’t want.”

Beauchamp, who cast the 
tie vote, said by doing so, 
Stewart could come back 
for another vote before the 
board. However, he noted his 
concern over the tipping fees 
charged by someone under 
contract to the county.

After the meeting, Pleva 
said he planned to contact the 
county attorney for review of 
their contract with the Lively 
wood yard to find out the pro-
visions.



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A3

                  www.burkesjewelers.com 
~ Life’s Short, Love Now ~

86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302. 

Bunches of carats
for your

honey bunny
TRADE IN - TRADE UP, RENEW - REDO 

DIAMOND EVENT

ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY

SPECIALLY PRICED

Monday - Saturday 10-5

Is HOPPING
with new goodies!

 Hats, Scarves, Jewelry 
& Lots more 

Reservations accepted
527 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va

804-435-2000

Join Us!
WINE & CHEESE COMPANY

Easter Sunday

Tuesday - Prime Rib Au Jus
$14.95

Acoustical sounds by River Rock
this Friday!

Now Open Mondays - Dinner Only

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Lunch & Dinner

Sunday - Brunch

Wednesday (Closed)

5th Annual Chesapeake Bay  

Wine Fest
Chesapeake Bay Wine Trail Wineries

come to the Heathsville Market
                     Saturday, April 21
     11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (bottle sales til 5 p.m.)
              $10 includes glass & music

                                     Food available for purchase

 10 Chesapeake Bay Wineries Participating
Support Local Virginia Wines!

For tickets and information : 804-580-3377

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crock-
ett this week reported 
charges against 11 individ-
uals.
Felonies

Corey T. Thompson, 
36, of Tappahannock was 
charged March 21 on direct 
indictments from Northum-
berland County with two 
counts of manufacture/sale/
possession with intent to 
distribute narcotics.

John E. Olmstead, 35, 
of Goodluck Road was 
charged March 23 with 
possession of a firearm by 
a convicted felon (felony), 
reckless handling of a fire-
arm, shooting into an occu-
pied dwelling (felony) and 
public drunkenness.

Jimmy A. Jones, 45, of 
Benson Road was charged 
March 26 with drunk driv-
ing, driving after being 
declared an habitual 
offender (felony), reckless 
driving, and failure to wear 
a seatbelt. 

Rodney L. Coleman, 
40, was charged March 27 
on Hanover warrants with 
credit card theft, two counts 
of attempt to commit a 
felony (three felonies), and 
credit card fraud (misde-
meanor).
Misdemeanors

A Lumberlost Trail man, 
44, was charged March 22 
with petit larceny.

A Light Street man, 33, 
was charged March 27 with 
two counts of failure to 
comply with support obli-
gations.

An East Church Street 
man, 28, was charged 
March 28 with destruction 
of property. 

A Morattico Road man, 
32, was charged March 29 
with nonsupport.

A Carter’s Cove Road 
man, 26, was charged 
March 29 with annoying 
telephone calls and pro-
fane/threatening language 
over the public airway.

A Richtown Road man, 
37, was charged March 31 
with public drunkenness.

A Warsaw area man, 40, 
was charged March 31 with 
reckless driving and drunk 
driving.

Activity report
March 19: Staff checked 

on the well-being of a 
Shady Lane resident at 
the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency ser-
vices needed), intercepted a 
reported reckless driver in 
the Lively area and received 
a mailbox vandalism report 
from the 4900 block of 
Windmill Point Road. 

March 20:  Staff checked 
on the well-being of a 
pedestrian at the requests 
of  motorists in the area of 
Lively and again in the area 
of Chinns Mill (no emer-
gency services needed), 
notified the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(VDOT) of a traffic light 
repair needed on North 
Main Street, and responded 
to a suspicious mail com-
plaint on Boys Camp Road, 
to a mental health emer-
gency on Morattico Road 
and  to a domestic distur-
bance (father/adult son) on 
Mantua Road. 

March 21:  Staff 
responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) 
to a medical emergency on 
Heatherfield Court, to an 
animal control complaint 
on Mosquito Point Road, 
to mailbox vandalism 
incidents on Cherry Point 
Drive, to a shots fired com-
plaint on Nuttsville Road, 
to a possible burglary in 
progress on Reynolds Farm 
Road (resident had acci-
dently locked him/herself 
out of the home), and to a 
drunk driving complaint in 

the area of Little Bay Road. 
Staff received a vandalism 
report from the 5000 block 
of Windmill Point Road and 
checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program par-
ticipant after prearranged 
telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency 
services needed). 

March 22:   Staff 
responded to a reported 
landlord/tenant com-
plaint on Lumberlost Trail 
(domestic disturbance 
between boyfriend/girl-
friend), to a traffic com-
plaint on Oak Hill Road, 
to a shots fired complaint 
on Greenfield Road (target 
shooting), to a complaint of 
a state sign being removed 
from Windjammer Lane, to 
a door-to-door sales com-
plaint on Dillin Drive, to a 
reckless driving complaint 
from a school bus driver on 
Morattico Road, to a single-
vehicle traffic crash near 
Bethel UMC, and to a pos-
sible burglary on Mosquito 
Point Road (no criminal 
incident). Staff received a 
mailbox vandalism report 
from Corrotoman Circle, a 
walk-in larceny complaint 
from a Lumberlost Road 
resident, a mailbox vandal-
ism report from Westland 
Drive and notified Middle-
sex authorities of a structure 
fire reported by an Oyster 
House Road resident. 

March 23:   Staff 
received a traffic complaint 
from an Oak Hill Road res-
ident, responded with the 
Department of Social Ser-
vices (DSS) to a child pro-
tective services complaint, 
responded to a domestic 
destruction of property 
complaint on Goodluck 
Road (boyfriend/girl-
friend),  recovered a wallet 
found by a Forest Hill Road 
resident and received a resi-
dential burglary report from 
a Buzzards Neck Road resi-
dent. 

March 24: Staff 
responded to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint on Good-
luck Road, with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash at 
River and Slabtown roads, 
and to the Browns Store 
area on a report of a drunk 
pedestrian. Staff received 
a larceny report from the 
3700 block of Black Stump 
Road, a vandalism report 
from the 500 block of Johns 
Neck Road, and a report of 
the theft of a 2009 SeaDoo 
jet ski and trailer from the 
6800 block of Windmill 
Point Road.

March 25:  Staff 
responded to a trespass 
complaint on Carter’s Cove 
Drive, to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Wesley 
Terrace, with VSP to a traf-
fic crash on Black Stump 
Road, to an E911 discon-
nect call on Mockingbird 
Lane (children playing on 
the phone) and received a 
residential burglary report 
from a Paynes Creek Road 
resident. 

March 26:  Staff received 
a vandalism report from the 
2100 block of Weems Road 
and a larceny report from 
the 900 block of Ocran 
Road. Staff responded 
to an assault in the 2200 
block of Weems Road, to 
a shots fired complaint in 
the area of Oyster Creek 
Drive and removed a large 
game animal carcass from 
the travel lane on Irvington 
Road. 

March 27:  Staff con-
tacted Northumberland 
authorities about a citizen’s 
report of unusual lights 
in the sky (Note: NOAA 
reported a solar storm, 
including a coronal mass 
ejection that occurred on 
March 6.  This event was 
predicted to enable per-

sons to see “Northern 
Lights” in areas not nor-
mally seen). Staff received 
a report of the larceny of 
tools from a Paynes Creek 
Road residence, notified 
VDOT of heavy debris on 
River Road between White 
Chapel and Morattico 
roads and responded to an 
E911 disconnect call in the 
2100 block of River Road 
(no emergency services 
needed).

March 28:  Staff 
responded with EMS to a 
medical emergency in the 
2200 block of Ocran Road, 
to a possible burglary on 
Waddy Drive (no crimi-
nal incident), to the area 
of Chinns Mill to assist 
Richmond County authori-
ties involved in a vehicle 
pursuit, and to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint on Christ 
Church Road. Staff received 
a report of the theft of prop-
erty from a motor vehicle 
parked on Oyster House 
Road, a report of theft of 
property from two vehicles 
parked in the 1400 block 
of Windmill Point Road, 
a complaint of tampering 
with a vehicle parked in 
the 1400 block of Windmill 
Point Road, a report of the 
theft of a cellphone from a 
Lovers Lane resident and 
notified VDOT of a downed 
tree on Merry Point Road.  

March 29:   Staff 
responded to the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. bridge on a 
complaint of heavy debris 
interfering with traffic, to 
an E911 disconnect call 
on Yankee Point Road 
(no emergency services 
needed), and with the canine 
to assist Richmond County 
authorities. Staff received a 
walk-in report of vandalism 
to property near Windmill 
Point Road and Dragonfly 
Drive and checked on the 
well-being of a Lara Road 
resident at the request of 
a concerned out-of-town 
family member (no emer-
gency services needed). 

March 30:  Staff 
received a mailbox van-
dalism report from a Scott 
Road resident, a report of 
the theft of a license plate 
from a boat trailer parked 
on Westland Drive, a report 
of vandalism to a vehicle 
parked on Gaskins Road, 
and a report of the theft 
of property from a vehicle 
parked on Chesapeake 
Drive. Staff responded to 
a trespass complaint in the 
1900 block of River Road, 
to a suspicious person com-
plaint near Mary Ball and 
Devils Bottom roads and to 
a noise violation complaint 
near Sullavans Road. 

March 31: Staff 
responded to a noise viola-
tion complaint near Sulla-
vans Road, to a shots fired 
complaint in the area of 
Kelley Neck Road (target 
shooting), to a domestic 
disturbance (boyfriend/girl-
friend) on Chestnut Grove 
Lane, to a domestic distur-
bance (parent/adult son) on 
Richtown Road (DIP arrest 
reported above), with VSP 
to a single-vehicle traffic 
crash on Old Salem Road, 
to a trespassing vehicle 
complaint in the 4100 block 
of Morattico Road (DUI 
arrest reported above) and 
received an illegal dump-
ing complaint on Morattico 
Road (subjects returned and 
picked up the litter). 

April 1:  Staff responded 
to the Browns Store area 
to assist Northumberland 
authorities with a yard party 
complaint, to a disturbance 
call on Brent Court, to an 
assault/road rage complaint 
on Kamps Mill Road, to 
E911 and cellular E911 
disconnect calls on Yankee 
Point Road (no emergency 
services needed), with VSP 

to a single-vehicle traffic 
crash near Mary Ball and 
Chases roads, and  recov-
ered a firearm that was found 
by a Crawfords Corner Road 
resident. 

April 2:  Staff received 
a report of the theft of two 
firearms from a Gaskins 
Road residence, a motorist’s 
report of an officer in need 
of assistance near Mary Ball 
and Peirces roads (officer’s 
position in the vehicle while 
adjusting equipment made it 
appear that the officer had 
fainted).

Staff also conducted 25 
traffic stops, issued four 
summonses, assisted 11 
motorists, reported three 
deer strikes, handled 14 calls 
for traffic control, investi-
gated 15 building alarms, 
processed a mental health 
order, logged seven inmate 
transports, and fielded five 
calls for animal control 
assistance.
 Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic 
crash at White Chapel and 
Old Bethel roads, a struc-
ture fire/controlled burn 
on Devils Bottom Road, a 
brush fire in the 6700 block 
of Mary Ball Road, a traffic 
crash at River and Slabtown 
roads, and a vehicle crash at 
Chinns Mill.

The White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm 
on Bellows Drive, a deer 
strike accident on Tom 
Morris Drive. a brush fire/
controlled burn on Benson 
Lane and a traffic crash on 
Old Salem Road.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a traffic crash on Black 
Stump Road, a ditchline fire/
controlled burn on Lumber-
lost Road, an EMS assist 
call, a traffic crash at Mary 
Ball and Chase roads, and 
with the White Stone VFD 
and the Virginia Department 
of Forestry to a brush fire on 
Golf Lane.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles A. 
Wilkins this week reported 
charges against three indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Lauren M. Cook, 32, of 
Burgess was charged March 
28 on three grand larceny 
charges from King and 
Queen County. 

Amanda J. McGonigle, 
22, of Callao was charged 
March 31 with felony unau-
thorized use of a vehicle.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 48, 
was charged March 27 with 
D.U.I., reckless driving and 
public intoxication.

HEATHSVILLE—Fol-
lowing a recent court appear-
ance, Marvell Rice, 35, for-
merly of Ditchley, was found 
not guilty of animate object 
sexual penetration.

According to Northum-
berland Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jane Wrightson, 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III 
declared he could not find 
Rice guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.

Rice now resides in 
Charles City.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Judge finds
Rice not guilty
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The Village 
Cleaners

Now Open in Kilmarnock!
 

396 North Main Street
Lancaster Square Shopping Center

Dry Cleaning - Laundry - Alterations - Fur & Leather - Storage

Items that were at Henderson Cleaners can be picked up at our store.

Hours:

KILMARNOCK—Jane 
Ludwig wants to take her over 
15 years of experience on the 
Kilmarnock Planning Com-
mission to the next level. She 
currently serves as its chair-
man.

“Many town citizens have 
asked me to run to help clean 
up the current disgraceful 
status of the town’s govern-
ment,” said Ludwig. “My 
years of public relations and 
marketing experience will 
be extremely helpful in this 
endeavor.”

After graduating from Col-
legiate School in Richmond, 
she attended Hood College, 
the University of Richmond 
and the University of North 
Carolina.

She said she worked in 
public relations and marketing 
developing Columbia, Md., 
with the Rouse Company of 
Towson, Md.

Ludwig obtained her Vir-
ginia Real Estate Brokers 
License in 1985, opened Bay 
Meadows Real Estate in 1989 
as principal broker and presi-

Jane Ludwig

Ludwig launches 
campaign for council

dent and sold it in 2006. She 
has her brokers license with 
Isabell K. Horsley Real Estate 
Ltd. in White Stone.

She has served as the presi-
dent of the Music Club, presi-
dent of the Center for the Arts, 
most recently as the 2009 
president of the Chesapeake 
Bay and Rivers Association 
of Realtors after receiving the 
2008 Realtor of the Year award 
by her fellow realtors.

She is a past director of 
the Lancaster Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and 
Disaster Services Planning 
Commission.

“Several of my opponents 
have painted me as having 
an evil motive for running—
being involved in a grand 
scheme to take over the town 
council for the benefit of the 
mayor. To do what? Well, they 
have not come up with what 
that is yet,” said Ludwig.

She noted she is opposed 
to any tax increases and will 
work to control spending.

“I want to encourage our 
local merchants by cooperat-
ing on all promotions” said 
Ludwig. “The Friday Walk-
About should be encouraged 
to restart. Our arms should be 
extended to new business with 
a ‘can do’ attitude of help.”

The town should extend 
incentives to bring new busi-
ness to the area, she said.

“I intend to see that integrity, 
civility, and professionalism 
are returned to the town coun-
cil and the image of our town 
is returned to the wonderful, 
happy, walk-about town the 
entire Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula loved and 
looked up to,” said Ludwig.

“I encourage everyone to 
purchase from our local mer-
chants. While some of my 
opponents purchased their 
campaign signs out of town, I 
purchased mine locally—put-
ting my money to work here,” 
she continued.

Ludwig said she is “opposed 
to terminating any of Kilmar-
nock’s employees—espe-
cially not the town manager, 
town attorney, or the chief of 
police—as all are doing an 
excellent job.”

She also noted she is proud 
of her service and accomplish-
ments on the planning com-
mission.

“I stand for professionalism 
in government, reasonable 
town growth and I am a friend 
to business,” said Ludwig. “I 
have the experience, knowl-
edge and most importantly 
the desire to serve here in my 
hometown.”

Rebecca Tebbs Nunn

Nunn seeks 
re-election
to council

K I L M A R N O C K —
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn is seek-
ing re-election to the Kil-
marnock Town Council after 
having served four years. 

During her term, Nunn 
said she proposed the Mary 
Ball Community Grant Proj-
ect that brought a $1.4 grant 
to the town to rehabilitate 
South Main Street and   pro-
vide sewer and water to those 
households. 

She voted to fund the com-
munity college, saying it is the 
biggest economic boon to Kil-
marnock in 15 years.  She pro-
posed the funding of the new 
roof on the Kilmarnock Fire 
Department building and she 
raised all the money for the 
Dog Park and for the memo-
rial banners – no taxpayer 
money was spent, said Nunn.

She was instrumental in 
the establishment of the play-
ground and the Baylor Park 
Nature Trail and has chaired 
the economic development, 
Town Center, and streets and 
sidewalks committees.  She is 
chairman of water and sewer 
committee.

She also has served as the 
liaison to the planning com-
mission and is a member of 
the Mary Ball Road Rehab 
Board that facilitates the reno-
vation of houses there. 

Previously, Nunn has estab-
lished three successful busi-
nesses, has served as vice-
president of two corporations, 
and was the president of the 
Carriage House Condominum 
Association in Miami Beach, 
Fla, where she oversaw 413 
units and was in charge of a 
larger security force and main-
tenance staff than the Town of 
Kilmarnock with over a $4 
million yearly budget.

She directs plays for Lan-
caster Players and holds an 
annual youth drama work-
shop where she volunteers 
her time to produce a show in 
two weeks with over forty stu-
dents from the local area and 
from as far away as Calfironia, 
Texas and New Jersey.

She is a native of Kilmar-
nock and a graduate of Lan-
caster High School and Mary 
Washington College of the 
University of Virginia.

“Until two years ago, there 
was civility and respect on 
the Town Council. I hope the 
voters are aware of this and 
will  return me to council 
as ‘their voice’ for fairness 
and adherence to the Town 
Charter, the Town Code, and 
Roberts’ Rules of Order and 
to retain Tom Saunders, town 
manager.”
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From the Potomac Rivah to the York Rivah 

A FREE Guide 
to the Northern Neck 
& Middle Peninsula

Advertise in the fi rst Rivah of 2012!
on newsstands april 26!

Super Savings by advertising in 

more than one issue!

advertising deadline: april 11

call the rappahannock 

record at 435-1701 or

the southside sentinel 

at 758-2328

soon for more information!

Don’t forget to ask about our Rivah website Special!

LEARN TO SAIL

Donna Goodman
“White Stone’s answer to Steel Magnolias”

Positive Image
Salon & Day Spa

Farmers Market 
Season 

Opens in Heathsville
Saturday, April 21

Time: 9 am to 1 pm
 

Do you want to be a vendor?
Call for more information:

804-580-3377

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
The Sports Centre has a large inventory of 

quality tuxedos to serve the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. The Sports Centre looks 

forward to making you look your best this prom 
season. Our competitive prices and experienced 

staff will assure you the highest quality at the 
best price.

SPORTS
C E N T R E

804-435-1211

LOTTSBURG—Owners 
of the Coan River Marina 
in Lottsburg started the day 
out with a big surprise last 
Tuesday when they found an 
abandoned Pontiac on their 
fuel dock.

According to Northum-
berland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins, an elderly 
lady was on her way to take 
a friend to the doctor early 
that morning. The heavy fog 
left her disoriented caus-
ing her to extend her route 
along the dock.

“The fog was pretty bad 
that morning,” said Wilkins. 
“At least she stopped when 
she did. It could have been 
much worse.”

Unsure of what to do, the 
driver left the scene. One of 
the marina owners called 
the police after discovering 
the car.

Wilkins said a wrecker 
was able to remove the vehi-
cle with no damages to the 
dock or car.

There were no injuries, 
and no charges, he said. 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information 
regarding the theft of a 
personal watercraft and 
trailer, as well as a boat 
wheel, ladder, bicycle, 
bilge pump and battery.

 On March 24, a Lan-
caster County  Sheriff ’s 
Deputy responded to  
6809 Windmill Point Road 
in White Stone and took 
a report of a stolen Sea 
Doo and trailer. This was 
last seen on December 31, 
2011.

The Sea Doo is a 2009 
and blue in color. The 
trailer is a 2010 Venture 
Boat trailer and is silver 
in color.

On March 20, the Virginia 
State Bar Disciplinary Board 
issued a public reprimand to 
Jan C. Smith for violating 
professional rules that govern 
diligence and communication.

This was an agreed dispo-
sition of misconduct charges, 
reported Disciplinary System 
clerk Barbara Sayers Lanier.

Smith’s address of record 
is the Law Office of Jan C. 
Smith, P.O. Box 398, White 
Stone.

WHITE STONE—Motor-
ists crossing the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Bridge can still face 
waits of up to 20 minutes if 
caught by lane closures as the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation’s painting project 
continues.

“The painting is still ongo-
ing and is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of Novem-
ber 2012,” said VDOT public 
affairs officer Kelly Hannon. 
“Single lane closures associ-
ated with the bridge painting 
will conclude...around the 
Thanksgiving timeframe.”

The Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Bridge carries Route 3 traf-
fic across the Rappahannock 
River between White Stone 
and Greys Point.

Travelers crossing the 
bridge between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. are advised to allow addi-
tional travel time.

WHITE STONE—The town council is expected to pass 
a resolution in support of the Northern Neck Regional Emer-
gency Preparedness Plan tonight (April 5). Council will con-
vene at 7 p.m. in the town office, according to town manager 
Patrick Frere. 

The meeting also will be the first for new councilman Will 
Hubbard Jr. Hubbard was appointed to fill the vacancy left 
by Scott Hudson, who resigned in February. 

Council will hear an update on the town’s new cigarette 
tax, which took effect April 1.

The town’s safety and patrol, budget and finance and 
building and external environment committees will present 
reports, as will Frere and the police chief.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. Wednesday, April 18, in the 
county courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

A public hearing will be held by the Virginia Department 
of Transportation on the proposed Secondary Six-year Plan 
for fiscal years 2013 through 2018. 

Other hearings slated for 7 p.m. address:
-

broker shops and precious metals dealer shops and lists them 
as conditional uses in the business general zoning district;

in Rivers Bend Estates Subdivision for all roads within the 
development;

allow the dwelling at 205 Cabell Lane near Ophelia to be 
used as a tourist home;

by 40-foot storage building on an undeveloped parcel of land 
on Flood Point Road;

-
ble firearms at 3219 Northumberland Highway near Lotts-
burg;

and motors at 1831 Fleeton Road;

firearms at 668 John Deere Road near Gibeon Church;

50-foot by 75-foot private storage building on an undevel-
oped parcel in Northumberland Plantation; 

-
plete the previously approved expansion of the mooring 
capacity at Cockrell’s Marine Railway, and

-
struct a private storage building on an undeveloped parcel 
adjacent to 1451 Mundy Point Road.

CRIME SOLVERS
Also on March 24, a 

deputy responded to 3672 
Black Stump Road and 
took a report of stolen 
items including an alu-
minum boat wheel, a 
12-foot aluminum ladder, 
a 12-speed bicycle, a 
bilge pump and 12-volt 
automobile battery. These 
items were last seen on 
March 17.

Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers also seeks 
information on the where-
abouts of Devon Aklonza 
Laws, 28, who is wanted 
on two counts of credit 
card fraud.

Laws is described as a 

black male with brown 
eyes and black hair. He is 
6 feet tall and weighs 180 
pounds. His last known 
address is 81 Forest Lane, 
Lancaster.

Report information 
related to the stolen items, 
or on Devon Laws to  
Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463.

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers pays rewards to 
$1,000 for information. Y

our call is impor-
tant. You will be given a 
number and will not have 
to give your name.You 
will not have to appear in 
court.

Disoriented in the fog, the driver of this Pontiac sedan drove onto the fuel dock at the 
Coan River Marina on the morning of March 20.

Fog contributes to docked vehicle

A wrecker crew responds to the Coan River Marina to 
remove a car from the gas dock. Photos courtesy of Gary G. 
Giberson, president of Coan River Marina

by Shannon Rice

Irvington, Virginia

Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Monday thru Saturday

www.thedandelion.com

THE DANDELION

The Agenda
Local Government News

Norris bridge
lane closures
may continue
to December

Disciplinary
action taken 
against lawyer

 Better care
The Richmond County 

panel on foster care will 
conduct an informational 
session from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. April 24 at Rappahan-
nock Community College 
in Warsaw. Guardians ad 
Litem and CASA will be 
featured.

To encourage more effec-
tive use of resources and 
outcomes for children, the 
panel sponsors informa-
tional programs to educate 
agency personnel, service 
providers, volunteers and 
citizens on ways the com-
munity can cooperate to 
decrease use of foster care 
and support better outcomes 
for children.

News 
Break

SUBSCRIBE 
435-1701
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As we celebrate Easter and contemplate the crucifixion 
and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are reminded that 
Jesus died on the cross and rose to life again to pay for 
our sins.

Jesus paid it all. Through Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, 
our sins are forgiven. All we have to do is give our life 
to him, invite him into our hearts, place our faith in him, 
follow his path and we too shall be rewarded some day.

There’s a song in there somewhere, and it starts with 
Elvina Mable Hall. She was born in Alexandria in June 
1820. The daughter of Capt. David Reynolds, she married 
Richard Hall of Westmoreland County.

At some point they moved to Baltimore and were active 
members of Monument Street Methodist Church.

After her first husband died, she married Thomas 
Meyers, a Methodist minister of the Baltimore Confer-
ence. She died in July 1889 in Ocean Grove, N.J.

While attending Monument Street Methodist Church on 
a hot summer morning in 1865, her thoughts drifted as the 
Rev. George W. Schreck’s prayer stretched beyond forever.

She began to picture in her mind the crucifixion and 
eventually it motivated her to write a poem. Following 
services, she showed it to Rev. Schreck.

Meanwhile, the church organist and choir director, John 
Thomas Grape, had recently completed a new tune. Born 
in Baltimore in May 1835, he died there in November 
1915.

Rev. Schreck put Hall’s poem to Grape’s composition 
and we know the hymn as “Jesus Paid It All.”

I hear the Savior say, 
“Thy strength indeed is small;

 Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in Me thine all in all.”

Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.

 For nothing good have I
Whereby Thy grace to claim,
I’ll wash my garments white

In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb.

 Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

 And now complete in Him
My robe His righteousness,

Close sheltered ’neath His side,
I am divinely blest.

 Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

 Lord, now indeed I find 
hy power and Thine alone

 Can change the leper’s spots 
And melt the heart of stone.

 Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

 When from my dying bed
My ransomed soul shall rise,
“Jesus died my soul to save,”
Shall rend the vaulted skies.

 Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

 And when before the throne
I stand in Him complete,
I’ll lay my trophies down
All down at Jesus’ feet.

 Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;

Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

Fiction or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

 

Many people in the Northern 
Neck lead genuinely Christian 

lives, applying the lessons, indeed the 
instructions of Scripture, toward the 
carrying out of their daily comings 
and goings. In expressing the applica-
tion of their faith, they have formed the 
character of our area. In that arena two 
of the most profound “living” Chris-
tians in our time were Doris and Walter 
Lee Harding.

In the half-century of their marriage, 
until Doris’s death in 1999, they simply 
and modestly did for others at every 
turn in the road. They had no children, 
and filled their time with 
helping others in need. They 
were part of many individu-
als’ support networks, and 
found their own happiness in 
directing themselves toward 
biblically mandated goals.

Doris worked in sales ini-
tially, then spent most of her career as 
the office manager for the late Cleve-
land Marsh in running his real estate 
and oil businesses. A non-smoker, in 
1983 she lost a lung to cancer, and then 
had almost another 15 years of health 
until the disease returned.  

Walter Lee managed Cockrell’s 
Supermarket on the corner of Main 
Street and Irvington Road, which was 
owned and operated by Doris’ brother, 
John Robert Cockrell. Like Doris, 
he was a perfectionist, and the store 
reflected his insistence on order and 
efficiency. He welcomed his custom-
ers as his friends, and thrived on greet-
ing the public.

One particular patron, now long 

deceased, used to try his patience by 
her practice of pulling into his park-
ing lot, raising the hatch of her car, and 
spreading 10 pounds of cat food, which 
she had purchased at the old Safeway, 
across the space in front of his custom-
ers to feed the town’s feral cats. She 
would drive off, and leave Walter Lee 
to clean up the mess. His only com-
ment was that she did not even buy the 
cat food at his store.

Doris and Walter Lee had a double 
wedding with her brother Burdett and 
his wife Genevieve Webb, who was 
Walter Lee’s cousin. The Cockrells 

also did not have children, and the 
four of them were truly one family. On 
Sundays after church, the two couples 
spent their day going out for brunch, 
and then traveling across the North-
ern Neck and Middle Peninsula visit-
ing antique shops. Each couple had a 
meticulously neat home in the village 
of Weems, where the husbands man-
aged the yards and the wives the inte-
riors.  

Burdett died after Doris, followed 
by Gen last year. In January, Walter 
Lee celebrated his 90th birthday, and 
last week he died in the home he loved.  
Among the many people he and Doris 
had spent their time helping over the 
long course of their marriage was an 

elderly couple who lived across the 
street from them. They had moved to 
Weems from up North, and had not 
known the Hardings previously.  

Doris and Walter Lee “adopted” 
them, and then did everything possible 
to keep her in her own home after the 
husband’s death. They drove her to her 
church as long as she could attend, and 
then went on to their own church. She 
had a wonderful quality of life due to 
their efforts.  

Happily their good deeds to that 
lady and many others whose names 
and numbers are known but to God, 

came back across the street 
to Walter Lee in recent years 
with the kindness that was 
shown him by the Steensma 
family who became his 
neighbors after Doris’ death. 
In Walter Lee’s case, the old 
adage that what goes around, 

comes around had a profound ring to 
it, as he was able to spend his last years 
in the manner that he and Doris had 
enabled their elderly neighbor to live 
over 40 years ago.

Walter Lee was a great business-
man, an exemplary husband, a quint-
essential gentleman, and a profound 
Christian. For 90 years his life reflected 
the finest qualities that have spoken of 
the Northern Neck for centuries past. 
He and Doris lived every day as if it 
were their last, always ready to render 
their final accounting with the comfort 
of faith and the love of friends as their 
guideposts.

Walter Lee Harding,  January 4, 
1922 – March 27, 2012.  R.I.P.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

They were part of many individuals’ support 
networks, and found their own happiness in 
directing themselves toward biblically man-

dated goals.

Focal Point

Photo by Bonnie Smoot

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Spring blossoms in Lottsburg.
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Long live
our town

On a Saturday night, three 
weeks to the day before 
Christmas, I was born in a 
home on Cedar Lane. The 
date was December 4, 1920, 
and except for the eight 
years away while I was in 
college, I have lived here 
ever since.

Seeing the town slowly 
deteriorate in recent years 
has given me many tearful 
moments, and to see it now 
in a state of re-emergence is 
heartwarming.

Kudos to the rebirth of 
business on Main Street.

Long live Kilmarnock. I 
love you.

Toi Beane,
Kilmarnock

Recession 
by the roots

Anyone who listens to the 
remaining Republican pres-
idential candidates and to 
Congresssional Republicans 
would come away with the 
impression the U.S. econ-
omy is in a deep depression 
and President Obama is the 
cause.

Nothing could be further 
from the truth. President 
Obama’s policies are spur-
ring a recovery from the 
deep recession brought on 
by eight years of Reagan-
Bush-economics. Turn off 
Fox, Rush, and Beck. Ignore 
Republican speeches; and 
look at the facts.

When President Obama 
took office, the economy was 
losing more than 700,000 
jobs per month. We lost 3.7 
million jobs ins 2008 alone; 
and, Bush’s eight-year job 
growth of slightly over 1% 
is the worst of any post 
WWI president, especially 
when compared to the 21% 
job growth under President 
Clinton. Obama’s policies 
have added more than 3.9 
million private sector jobs 
over 24 consecutive months  
of job growth, as of February 
2012. Since February 2010, 
over 400,000 jobs have been 
added in the manufacturing 
sector along.

While Republicans like to 
criticize “government bail-
outs,” all the while ignor-
ing the Wall Street bail-out 
started by President Bush, it 
is clear President Obama’s 
“bail-out” of the automobile 
industry is spurring eco-
nomic recovery.The indus-
try has added 200,000 jobs 
in the last two-and-a-half 
years.

President Obama cannot 
undo the damage done to 
our economy by years and 
years of failed Republican 
economic policies, espe-
cially when Congressional 
Republicans have spent 
the last three years voting 
“No!” on every Presidential 
proposal, all the while sub-
mitting no proposals of their 
own—except for continuing 
to lower taxes on the wealth-
iest Americans.

We cannot return to the 
failed Republican policies 
that started this recession.

Kitty Creeth,
Reedville

Vote responsibly
and sensibly

The people who set the rate 
you will be charged for water 
or the property taxes you will 
be assessed to pay for local 
projects have a far more direct 
effect on daily life than most 
national political events.

Yet, citizens often yawn 
at the prospect of becoming 
involved in local politics and 
don’t even bother to vote in 
local elections.

However, as the past two 
years of Kilmarnock politics 
have proven, the personalities 
and ideas of the members of 
our town council are of crucial 
importance.

 So, please come out and vote 
on May 1  for Nunn, Straughn, 
Umphlett and Gravatt and 
help restrain an administration 
that does not seem to under-
stand the position of mayor 
is mostly ceremonial; there is 
no such position as “mayor’s 
personal advisor”; Robert’s 
Rules of Order are not a list of 
optional suggestions; and, the 
Town Charter and Town Code 
cannot be overridden at will.   

During the past two years, 
the level of vitriol spewing 
out of the town government 
has been alarming with any 
number of personal attacks 
and false allegations flying 
about.

The most common victim 
of these attacks has been 
Rebecca Nunn, who had no 
problems with anyone in the 
years previous to the current 
administration. Please end the 
discord and unpleasantness by 
returning the mayor and town 
council’s jobs to their proper 
size and scope. Vote respon-
sibly and sensibly for Nunn, 
Straughan, Umphlett, and 
Gravatt.

Mei-Li Beane,
Kilmarnock

Four for
town council

It is with great pleasure 
that I recommend Howard 
Straughan, Mae Umphlett, 
Emerson Gravatt and Rebecca 
Nunn to the citizens of Kilmar-
nock.

Mae and Rebecca have dis-
played their strong leadership, 
common sense, and courage 
in the past. They deserve re-
election.

Howard and Emerson bring 
a great deal of not only loyalty 
to Kilmarnock, but a great deal 
of passions for its success. 
Both men strongly supported 
the college, which is proving to 
be a great addition to the land-
scape of Kilmarnock.

I assure you that if I were 
a resident of Kilmarnock, I 
would feel safe and secure 
knowing that the citizens of my 
city were in good hands with 
these four guiding the way.

Please vote for Howard 
Straughan, Mae Umphlett, 
Emerson Gravatt and Rebecca 
Nunn.

R. Wayne Nunnally,
Irvington

Support Bonner
I support Steve Bonner for 

Kilmarnock town council. 
Steve has served as a plan-

ner for the town of Kilmar-
nock for the past 23 years.

I have known him to be 
a hardworking business-
man and concerned citizen 
of Kilmarnock. I believe he 
will utilize these strong busi-
ness skills and leadership 
abilities well as a member 
of the town council.

Steve sees the bigger pic-
ture, and will help to pro-
mote peace and cohesion in 
the town council. 

Anne Paparella,
Kilmarnock

The great race
The Town of Kilmar-

nock is engaged in a great 
campaign for seats on town 
council with many good 
and upright citizens seeking 
seats at the table, to pass on 
projects to make our town 
even greater in the future, 
and to direct that growth.

To accomplish that, the 
good citizens of Kilmarnock 
must carefully select from 
those who have declared 
their desire to serve, the 
ones who will form a cohe-
sive council which will 
work for the town, and not 
against each other.

While I am a property 
owner and taxpayer in the 
town, I am not afforded the 
opportunity to cast my vote 
in the election. The business 
community can encourage 
those who are enfranchised 
with a vote to carefully 
select members who will 
listen to all those who live 
or own property and busi-
nesses in Kilmarnock.

I believe that one such 
candidate is Kilmarnock 
native and businessman, 
Steve Bonner, who under-
stands the need for the 
council to seek counsel 
from those of us with busi-
nesses who do not share the 
vote.

I am glad that Steve 
Bonner has decided to run. 
I know that he is commit-
ted to restoring civility 
and honor to the council. 
Too much time has been 
spent with fighting among 
factions and airing this in 
public.

It is my hope that the citi-
zens of Kilmarnock casting 
their votes on May 1 will 
select the candidates who 
will look beyond the faces 
at the council table to the 
issues the town faces. Steve 
Bonner is one such candi-
date.

The voters of Kilmarnock 
must look at others in the 
great race with experience, 
dedication and commitment 
and the willingness to work 
together and then vote for 
these candidates to build a 
cohesive council.

The Kilmarnock business 
community will be watch-
ing the campaign process 
and the commitment of the 
candidates to the issues of 
the town.

Hauser Weiler, MD,
Kilmarnock

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.
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STEVE BONNER

I will work for “Peace and Harmony” which is so 
badly needed on council!

NO to any new taxes or water/sewer rate increases!

I have NO agenda to fi re the town manager 
or town attorney!

YES to more incentives to encourage businesses to 
locate in Kilmarnock!

“I have 23 years service working for the town on the 
Planning Commission”

My goal is to work for the people and once again make 
them proud of their elected offi cials!

Contact me at antiquesteve@msn.com or 804-435-1060

“Paid for and authorized by Steve Bonner for Kilmarnock Council”

For

Kilmarnock 
Town

Council

1-800-990-4828 ■ bankatunion.com

BudgetLive Rep Rewards ATMsLocationsMobile Online Personal
Touch

Bill Pay Business
Tools

*The lowest 3.49% APR (Annual Percentage Rate) offered is a variable rate, and is subject to change. All balances will be calculated at a standard variable APR as indexed to The Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (as of February 22, 2012, the Prime Rate was 3.25%) plus a margin of 0.24% 
for the life of the loan. Automatic deduction of payment is required from a Union First Market Bank checking account to obtain advertised rate. APR may increase to 3.74% APR if automatic payment is discontinued. The Maximum APR is 24.00%. There is no origination 
fee charged to open the Union First Market Bank Home Equity Line of Credit Special. Other fees may be charged at origination, closing or subsequent to closing, ranging from $0 to $100. Offer is subject to credit approval and is based on a minimum equity line amount 
of $25,000 with a maximum combined loan to value of 80%. Applicants must possess a Beacon Score of 720 or greater. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. Bank must be in a valid first or second lien position on the collateral. Bank will pay all closing costs for second lien 
equity lines up to $250,000. First lien equity lines and equity lines over $250,000 will receive a $600 credit towards closing costs. Home Equity Lines of Credit closed within 36 months from the opening date will be charged a prepayment penalty as follows: Lines ≤ 
$100,000 will be charged 1.00% of the line amount. Lines > $100,000 will be charged 0.50% of the line amount. Property insurance and flood insurance, where applicable, will be required. This offer is limited to primary and secondary, single-family residential real 
property located in Virginia. Consult a tax advisor regarding interest deductibility. This is a limited time offer available on new Union First Market Bank Home Equity Line of Credit Special accounts. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply. Member FDIC. 

Do You Remember?
This Lancaster High School basketball team celebrates a 51-49 win in the 1970s, 
said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a 
community service of the Kilmarnock Museum. 

On April 7, 1862, the 
USS Young Rover landed 
during the night in the 
vicinity of Carter’s Creek 
and White Stone and took 
aboard numerous slaves 
from nearby farms.

It is not clear whether 
these individuals were 
seized by the Union troops 
or if they left of their own 
accord, or both, but the 
Union considered them 
contraband property and 
sent them to be held at Fort 
Monroe. 

A few weeks later, eight 
Lancaster residents joined 
in writing letters to the Sec-
retary of the Navy request-
ing the return of their lost 
slaves.

The sentiments expressed 
by B. B. McKenney in his 
letter, excerpted here, repre-
sent the prevailing thoughts 
of the slave owners. The 
other letters contain simi-
lar wording and ideas. The 
reader will note that in the 
language of the period, 
the terms property, slaves, 

servants, and Negroes all 
referred to the enslaved 
people. 

“I take the privilege of 
addressing you this letter, 
the object of which is to 
recover my property that 
has been taken from me 
without any provocation 
on my part…seven of my 
slaves left me and went on 
board the ship Young Rover, 
then lying in the mouth of 
Rappahannock River…. I 
am a private and peaceable 
citizen.  I have never borne 
arms against the United 
States…. I appeal to you to 
have my property returned. I 
am a farmer, and have been 
in the business of wood cut-
ting for five years, and have 
a large contract with Oliver 
H. Booth, of New York, at 
this time. I have 1200 cords 
of wood on hand all ready 
for market, but must lose 
it if my servants are not 
returned…. The servants I 
lost, the names are as fol-
lows: Charlotte, woman, 
23 years old; Isaac, young 

man, 21 years old; Dennis, 
18 years old; Emma, 16 
years old; Laurinda, 15 
years old; Margaret, 13 
years old; Charles, a blind 
boy, of 23 years; a woman I 
hired…and two small chil-
dren—Isabella, Minnie, and 
Moses, and a man I hired 
from Mrs. Cundif [Cundiff] 
named Mack Kelley…. I 
think my Negroes should be 
returned, because they were 
taken after the order was 
issued to take no more, and 
at the time there was not a 
man in Lancaster in arms 
against the Federal Army.”

In the other letters, 
George Lee of White 
Stone claimed the loss of 
Lucinda, 45; Thomas, 25; 
Jesse, 24; Davy, 20; and 
Edward, 17. William Dog-
gett of Lancaster County 
claimed George, 20. Louisa 
Dunton of Lancaster 
County claimed Mary, 25, 
and stated, “I am a widow 
in small circumstances, and 
as the said Mary is the only 
woman I had, her loss to 

Vote for
Mae Umphlett

 My vote for town council 
will go to Mae Umphlett. I 
have known Mae Umphlett 
for many years and in my 
dealings with her, she has 
always displayed an even 
temperament.

In all situations, she looks 
at both sides and comes to 
the decision that she thinks 
is best for our town.  I know 
that Mae is fair, thoughtful 
and honest, not petty and 
vindictive.

I believe Mae Umphlett, 
with her dedication, loyalty 
and service is what the town 
of Kilmarnock needs.

Please join me and vote 
for Mae Umphlett on May 
1.

Terry Smith,
Kilmarnock

Re-elect Nunn
May I recommend voters 

re-elect Rebecca Nunn.
I met Rebecca a few years 

ago in the capacity of director 
of the Lancaster Players. She 
directed four plays in which 
her skills of bringing a diverse 
group of people together 
combined with her techni-
cal knowledge of lighting 
and sound produced sell-out 
shows. These same organiza-
tional skills are evident in her 
performance on town council.

Rebecca exhibits a vision 
of what Kilmarnock is and 
what it can be. She has initi-
ated numerous streetscapes 
beautification projects. The 
major repair of the roof of the 
Kilmarnock firehouse exem-
plifies her sense of priorities. 
Rebecca’s proposal for hiring 
a municipal code enforcement 
officer shows her understand-
ing of the needs of a small 
community for tighter code 
enforcement of unsightly 
properties, or removal of der-
elict buildings.

As communities struggle 
during these economic hard 
times, the award of the Mary 
Ball Project Grant for water, 
sewer and sidewalk restoration 
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in the amount of $1.4 million 
resulted from her proposal. 
Her support and vote along 
with her colleagues for the 
donation of the RCC exten-
sion confirms her understand-
ing of the economic, social 
and cultural benefits of having 
a major educational facility 
located in her town.

Although not a resident of 
Kilmarnock, my family and I 
enjoy the amenities of a fine 
library, restaurants, businesses 
and art establishments.

I make these observations 
having been an elected official 
with a constituency of approx-
imately 45,000. For 13 years I 
worked as a director of public 
works.

Mrs. Nunn has repeatedly 
demonstrated her commit-
ment to the council manager 
form of government, with 
adherence to the town code, 
and charter as well as Robert’s 
Rules of Order. These proce-
dural requirements are neces-
sary to insure a stable govern-
ment.

Voting for Rebecca Nunn 
will help ensure continued 
progress of a vibrant and 
growing Kilmarnock.

James Sapione,
Merry Point

Civil War Sesquicentennial
150 Years Ago This Week: April 7, 1862
Slaves leave Lancaster farms aboard Union ship

me is very great.”  James W. 
Gresham of Glebe Farm in 
Lancaster County claimed 
men Dick, William and 
Daniel. Griffin Williams of 
Lancaster County claimed 
Louisa, 18; Winney, 18; 
Maria, 16; and Winney’s 
infant, 4 months.  A. M. 
Saunders of Whitestone 
claimed Robert Layton, 38; 
Henry Robinson, 35; Lettie, 
wife of Henry, 26; William 
Candy Lettie, between 3 
and 4; and Mary Jane Lettie, 
between 2 and 3.  Marietta 
E. Lelan, of near Carter’s 
Creek, claimed Roxy and 
Isaac.

The full text of these let-
ters is recorded in the Official 
Records of the Union and 
Confederate Navies of the 
War of the Rebellion, Series 
1 Vol 5, pages 40-43. A free 
digital version can be read 
in the Making of America 
Collection at Cornell Uni-
versity Library’s website 
http://ebooks.library.cor-
nell.edu/m/moawar/index.
html. 

This article is provided by 
the Lancaster County Civil 
War Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee and Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum & Library. 

The 99th District Tea Party 
will host Edward J. Amatetti 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 10, at 
the ULVFD firehouse at 5170 
Mary Ball Road in Lively. The 
public is welcome.

Amatetti is founder of New 
Renaissance in Education 
(NRIE), an organization of 
educators, parents and citi-
zens whose mission is to bring 
educational integrity and bal-
ance to primary, secondary 
and post-secondary schools 
for better informed citizens by 
promoting curriculums that 
are balanced and teach Amer-
ica’s heritage and the founda-
tions of a free society.

Everyone interested in edu-
cation is urged to attend, said 
communications chairman 
Lyn Neira.

NRIE is accomplishing its 
mission, in part, by providing 
a dynamic web-based alterna-
tive and balanced grade-level 
curriculums, with supporting 
materials and model lesson 
plans, for teachers to access 
and use in their classroom, 
said Neira.  

These curriculums enable 
K-12 educators, as well as 
university students, to explore 
history and human progress 
through liberty, the impor-
tance of our Constitution and 
America’s heritage.

The Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee 
(LCDC) will hold an unas-
sembled caucus at noon 
April 21 at the Bank of 
Lancaster in Kilmarnock, 
to elect slates of state and 
federal delegates, and alter-
nates, to the First Congres-
sional District Democratic 
Convention.

There is no charge for 
those wishing to attend 
and vote at the caucus, said 
chairman Jan Smith.

Doors to the caucus will 
open at 11 a.m. for check-
in.  Any person attending 
the caucus, before partici-
pating in that caucus, shall 
sign a standardized Caucus 
Participation Form stating 
he or she is a Democrat, 

does not intend to sup-
port any candidate who is 
opposed to a Democratic 
nominee in the ensuing 
general election, believes 
in the principles of the 
Democratic Party, and is 
a registered voter in such 
precinct or county or city, 
said Smith.

Participation forms must 
be filled out at the caucus 
prior to participating, she 
said. At noon, the doors will 
be closed and no person 
may complete a form and 
participate in the caucus 
after that time except those 
persons in line at noon.

All specifics will be 
posted at lancovadems.
org, or contact Smith at 
761-9766. 

The Northumberland County Republican Committee 
will hold a mass meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 5, at 
Northumberland High School in Claraville.

Elections for committee chairman will be held at this 
meeting, said information chairman Tippie DeLeo.

Current chairman Patrick O’Brien and past Tea Party 
president Edgar Doleman are seeking the position, she 
said.

Anyone who is a registered voter, lives in Northumber-
land County, supports the principles of the Republican 
Party and intends to support all its nominees for public 
office in the ensuing elections, may vote, said DeLeo.

Tea Party
to study
education

Lancaster Democrats
to caucus on April 21

Mass meeting slated tonight

Letters to the Editor commenting on candidate positions 
for the upcoming town council elections on May 1 will be 
published in the Rappahannock Record as space allows 
March 29 through April 19.

Letters should contain the name of the writer, place of 
residence and phone number. Phone numbers will not be 
published, but are required in case the writer needs to be 
contacted.

Letters should be concise and to the point. There is a 
300-word limit on all letters. All letters are subject to editing.

No more than two letters from the same writer will be 
published. Letters from the same writer are not published in 
consecutive issues.

In the event multiple letters contain the same or similar 
message, they may not all run. Letters obviously part of a 
letter-writing campaign will not be published.

No attacks on a candidate’s personal life will be pub-
lished. Focus on the issues. Statements that are obviously 
false, rumors and hearsay will not be published. Writers 
are reminded it is a misdemeanor in Virginia to knowingly 
submit false information for publication in a newspaper.

Letters from candidates will not be published prior to April 
26 and then only if there is a demonstrated need to respond 
to a specific issue raised in a prior letter. Thank you letters 
will not be published.

Election letters are due by 11 a.m. on Tuesdays.
Letters to the Editor regarding the November 6 election 

will be published as space allows October 4 through 25. No 
election letters will be published November 1.

Guidelines posted
for election letters
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As a lifelong resident of Kilmarnock, I am dedicated 

to running a positive campaign with a commitment 

to both our residents and our business owners.

No new taxes and no increases in existing rates
Tackle traffi c fl ow and parking problems and improve traffi c light 

timing for effi ciency
Address current water and sewer issues with no increases in 

existing rates
Continue and increase support of the Town’s Volunteer

Fire Department and Rescue Squad
Increase efforts to attract new business to area
Promote existing businesses more effectively.

Kilmarnock Town Council

TRAVIS ABBOTT

I look forward to working with each of you; and, I want to continue to have
the opportunity to listen to your ideas concerning the future of Kilmarnock.

Travis Abbott
“Paid for and authorized by Travis Abbott Candidate for Kilmarnock Town Council”

Helping Hands
Volunteer Recruitment Fair

Saturday, April 14th
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Boys and Girls Club, N. Main St., Kilmarnock
Absolutely free!

Have you ever wondered how to get involved in 
helping others? Have you wanted to make a 

difference but didn’t know where to start? Are you 
sure you know all the different services and 

programs that are available in the Northern Neck? 
You are invited to come out and explore the many 

volunteer opportunities available to you.  

For more information, please 
contact Alison Towles 

at Visions, 804-435-1323 or 
visions.lcl@gmail.com

JANE LUDWIG

KILMARNOCK TOWN COUNCIL
As a fi fteen-year member and current Chairman of the Kilmarnock 
Planning Commission, I am both prepared and fully qualifi ed to serve
on the Kilmarnock Town Council.
 • I support fully restoring civility, respect, and
    professionalism to our town council.
 • I do not favor fi ring any town employees including the town  
    manager, town attorney or the chief of police.
 • I have no allegiance to anyone in our town government; I will
    work only for the betterment of all our citizens.
 • I do not support increases in water and sewer rates or town taxes.
 • I will promote our existing businesses and the need to attract
    new businesses through enhanced economic development
    efforts by our council.
I will establish and maintain an open line of communication in order to 
listen to your wishes and needs. Please call me as needed at 435-0140 
or email me at jane@janeludwig.com.

Paid for and authorized by Jane Ludwig Candidate for Kilmarnock Town Council.

Del. Margaret B. Ransone, 
who serves on the Agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and Natu-
ral Resources Committee, 
recently was appointed to 
the Rappahannock River 
Basin Commission (RRBC) 
and the Chesapeake Bay 
Commission (CBC). 

The RRBC provides guid-
ance for the stewardship and 
enhancement of the water 
quality and natural resources 
of the Rappahannock River 
Basin. 

The CBC is a tri-state 
legislative commission 
which advises the General 
Assemblies of Virginia, 
Maryland and Pennsylva-
nia in cooperatively man-
aging the Chesapeake Bay. 

The CBC has been a cata-
lyst for a number of impor-
tant advances in the Chesa-
peake Bay Program and the 
states by developing and 
pursuing initiatives related 
to fisheries management, 
toxics reduction, land use, 
agricultural nutrient man-
agement, natural resource 
protection and nutrient-
load reduction, among 
others.

“This is a great opportu-
nity to protect our waterways, 
our localities, and economic 
interests,” said Ransone. “I 
look forward to serving on 
both commissions and offer-
ing guidance to stakeholders 
as we continue to meet our 
TMDL goals.” 

Four candidates have been 
certified for the upcoming 
Republican U.S. Senate Pri-
mary on June 12.

"I want to congratulate 
Jamie Radtke, Bob Marshall, 

George Allen, and E.W. Jack-
son on their certification to 
appear on the June 12 GOP 
U.S. Senate primary ballot," 
said Republican Party of Vir-
ginia chairman Pat Mullins. 

"All four are now officially 
invited to take part in the three 
debates that RPV will hold 
later this spring," said Mul-
lins. "Congratulations to all 
four of our great candidates.

One text or phone call really could wreck 
it all. That’s the message the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation has been trying to 
send drivers.

April is Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month, and Virginia Farm Bureau has part-
nered with Drive Smart Virginia to bring 
awareness to the issue.

Distracted driving is any activity that 
could divert a person’s attention away from 
the primary task of driving. All distractions 
endanger driver, passenger and bystander 
safety.

“Distracted driving has become a dan-
gerous epidemic,” said Farm Bureau safety 
manager Jimmy Maass. “Drivers need 
to remember that they are driving a car, 
and that should be the only thing they’re 
doing—not eating, reading, putting on 
makeup, texting or talking on the phone.

In 2009, more than 5,400 people were 
killed in U.S. crashes involving driver dis-
traction, and about 448,000 were injured, 
according to the National Highway Trans-
portation Safety Authority.

There are three main types of distrac-
tions: manual distractions, which take 
one’s hands off the wheel; visual distrac-
tions, which take one’s eyes off the road; 
and cognitive distractions, which take one’s 

mind off driving. Text messaging requires 
visual, manual and cognitive attention from 
the driver, so it is by far the most alarming, 
Maass said.

Text messaging creates a crash risk 23 
times greater than driving while not dis-
tracted, according to the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute. Sending or read-
ing a text message takes a driver’s eyes off 
the road for 4.6 seconds. At 55 mph, that’s 
like driving the length of a football field 
while blindfolded.

Drivers who use a handheld phone are 
four times more likely to be in an accident 
serious enough to cause injury. Using a 
phone while driving delays a driver’s reac-
tion time as much as having a blood-alco-
hol content of .08, the legal limit.

Virginia law prohibits all drivers from 
texting and prohibits drivers younger than 
age 18 and school bus drivers from using 
hand-held or hands-free phones. On Janu-
ary 3, the Federal Motor Carriers Safety 
Administration put into effect a ban on 
hand-held phone use while driving a 
vehicle that requires a commercial driver’s 
license.

For more information on driving without 
distractions, visit drivesmartva.org or dis-
traction.gov.

The Virginia Sher-
iffs’ Association recently 
announced opposition to a 
Senate amendment to the 
state budget which diverts 
local fine money to the 
state.

Under the amendment, 
much needed revenue 
for law enforcement and 
other local core services 
will suffer to fill a gap in 
a state budget line item, 
according to association 
executive director John W. 
Jones. The Constitution is 
clear that local fine money 
is exempted from the con-

stitutional requirement that 
state fine money go the the 
“literary fund.”

The activities of the sher-
iffs have been described as 
necessary and appreciated 
by local citizens in let-
ters to editors and in other 
expressions of support to 
the sheriffs, said Jones. The 
association respectively 
submits that law enforce-
ment is conducted in the 
utmost professional manner 
and maintains that a strong 
law enforcement presence 
contributes to the safety of 
all our citizens.

The elected sheriffs 
provide concentrated law 
enforcement services with 
the full support of their 
communities and their 
elected local government 
leaders, he continued. 
Generating revenue, which 
goes to local governments 
for appropriation for core 
services, including public 
safety, is a collateral benefit 
to the taxpayers. Research 
has shown that sheriffs have 
reduced traffic accidents, 
resulting in fewer injuries 
and deaths in areas where 
concentrated enforcement 

is implemented.
The association maintains 

that tough enforcement of 
local ordinances is directed 
to excessive speeders, drug 
dealers and fugitives, who 
are arrested during these 
selective enforcement 
efforts at no cost to taxpay-
ers while enhancing public 
safety in our communities.

The sheriffs view the 
Senate action on the diver-
sion of local fine money to 
the state with great concern 
that has significant implica-
tions toward public safety, 
he said.

Imagine the absurdity of a highly profitable company 
not paying to use a natural resource, which has severe 

scarcity issues, like water.
This is the case in America’s thermoelectric energy 

industry. Such a paradigm has a variety of problems—
sustainability and fairness among them, especially given 
that most of you pay for water used in your home and 
many of you conserve water by purchasing low-flush 
toilets, front-load washing machines and go to other 
extremes to conserve.

Nationally, 49% of our water is withdrawn for use at 
coal, natural gas or nuclear thermoelectric power plants. 
Thermoelectric power plants primarily use water in the 
cooling phase of their operation; these types of plants pro-
duce the majority of electricity used in our country. Each 
thermoelectric power plant is permitted to withdraw water 
from our nation’s water sources through the National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program, 
established in 1972 with the passage of the Clean Water 
Act. What most of these profit-yielding plants do not have 
to do, however, is pay for withdrawing this water. 

 Now, let’s contrast this for a moment. The agriculture 
industry and farmers of our country withdraw approxi-
mately 31% of our nation’s water. But the kicker is that 
nearly all farmers’ highest budget expenditure is crop irri-
gation.  According to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
water-use report, published every five years since the 
1950s, the farming industry in our country has become 
more efficient with water use. The thermoelectric power 
industry has not mirrored this efficiency; this is likely 
because they don’t have to pay for water they withdraw. In 
essence, it doesn’t affect their bottom-line profit margin, 
so where is the incentive to improve? 

 We have a dichotomy in our country that few recog-

nize and even fewer talk about, especially in media and 
political arenas. A further overarching issue is the lack 
of funding by Congress to conduct a water-availability 
study of our nation. The USGS has a good grasp on 
water use—but not on how much is available in our 
nation’s watersheds. It’s as though we‘re withdrawing 
from a checking account with an unknown balance. 
When the money runs out, we’ll be charged overdraft 
fees.

 Our nation’s position is perplexing. What to do? Well, 
let’s go on a fact-finding mission and establish how much 
water we actually have. Next, let’s not only mandate 
that the thermoelectric energy industry pay for water 
they withdraw for their businesses, but let’s also adopt a 
national energy policy that moves away from highly pol-
luting, water-intensive energy practices.

We should adopt a more sustainable energy makeup 
of wind and solar photovoltaic that has a clean footprint, 
with relatively little water use or pollution.

Our farmers have no other option to grow crops except 
with water, but the thermoelectric power industry has sub-
stantially more water-efficient energy production options. 
The sustainability of our resources for generations to 
come relies on our transition to energy generation prac-
tices that use renewable energy sources in a less polluting 
and less water-intensive fashion.

 For starters though, what if the energy industry of the 
U.S. at least paid for the water it uses? 

U.S. Air Force Capt. Emily Briley is a senior energy 
and security analyst at the Civil Society Institute. She has 
a master’s in environment management and sustainability 
from Harvard University.

The American Forum, a nonprofit, nonpartisan, edu-
cational organization, provides the media with the views 
of experts on major public concerns in order to stimulate 
informed discussion.

Who will pay our water debt?
by Emily Briley, for the American Forum
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