
LANCASTER—He was a vocal sup-
porter of Lancaster High School at sporting 
events. He zealously fought to eliminate 
poverty through economic development 
here and in many other rural American 
communities. He demonstrated the impor-
tance of education and community service 
to young people by his deeds. 

Tuesday morning, Dr. Jack Russell’s 
voice was silenced forever but his legacy 
will be remembered in the positive changes 
he made on this earth.

The Lancaster County supervisor died at 
9:30 a.m. at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Bal-
timore after a long illness, surrounded by 
his wife, Carlon, and family. He was 71.

“I try to create an environment of trust 
that leads to personal relationships. That’s 
how you sustain progress,” Russell said in 
2006 when he launched his campaign to 
represent District 4 as a county supervisor.

“Lancaster County has suffered a tre-
mendous loss today,” said former county 
administrator William Pennell. “Dr. Rus-
sell was a bright, energetic and talented 
person who was working hard to end pov-
erty and enhance economic development 
in Lancaster County. I will miss him as a 
mentor and friend.”

Board chairman Wally Beauchamp 
called Russell an outstanding supervisor.

“He was dedicated to the citizens of the 
4th District and Lancaster County. He will 
be missed as a supervisor and dear friend,” 
he said.

Joe Curry probably knew his good friend 
better than most. “He was my best buddy. 
We talked just about every day after his 
morning workout. A group of us would 
meet for lunch at least once a week. Jack 
brought a high level of education, intelli-
gence and compassion for the less fortu-
nate to the board of supervisors.”

LHS varsity baseball coach Welby Saun-
ders said Russell was someone in county 
government who understood and supported 
the younger generation of Lancaster citi-
zens. “And the young people appreciated 
him. He was important, but he also made 
the kids feel important,” Saunders said. 
“The youth of this county recognized and 
looked up to him. Many times I’ve heard 
the kids say, ‘Hey, there’s Jack.’ The kids 
were honored and proud to see him at the 
games and to have his support.”

Russell was a U.S. Navy veteran and 
earned his doctorate from Antioch College. 
In addition, he completed post-doctoral 
study in leadership at Harvard University 
Kennedy School of Government.

His work experience included a career 
with the Appalachian Regional Commis-
sion (ARC), where as director of human 
development he led efforts in educational 

reform, telecommunications, leadership 
development for local officials, and strate-
gic planning for Appalachian communities 
from Pennsylvania to Mississippi. 

In addition, he held senior positions with 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and 
the U.S. Office of Personnel Management.

Over the years Russell was active in 
many youth programs from Maryland to 
San Diego.

He retired in 2001, but continued to be 
involved in advising the Mississippi branch 
of ARC and working on the Ford Founda-
tion’s assessment team in evaluating the 
role and effectiveness of community col-
leges in rural development. Most recently 
he was a founding member of the board of 
Visions, working with the duPont Founda-
tion to reduce poverty in our area. 

Russell’s health prevented him from 
completing his final project with Visions. 
YouthWorks was designed to provide work 
opportunities for area teens facing barriers 
to employment. Russell personally started a 
campaign to raise $15,000, but was unable 
to meet his goal before entering Johns 
Hopkins Hospital nine weeks ago, where 
he remained until his death.

When he introduced YouthWorks Janu-
ary 26 in the Rappahannock Record, he 
said:

“This is an investment in our commu-
nity’s future. If we want the next genera-
tion to break the cycle of poverty, we need 
to provide them the skills they need to find 
and hold down a good job.”

Services for Russell will be held at 1 
p.m. Wednesday, May 2, at Grace Episco-
pal Church on South Main Street in Kil-
marnock.
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Jack Russell served on the board of 
Visions, a group dedicated to reducing 

poverty in the Northern Neck. Not too 
long ago, he shared with executive direc-
tor Joni Carter his vision for Lancaster 
County.

This is his vision:
“In 2022, Northern Neck’s economic 

vitality equals its natural beauty and 
county amenities. Driving through the 
Neck, which hugs the shores of the Poto-
mac and Rappahannock to the pristine 
waters of the Chesapeake Bay, you see 
the creation of a collaborative region. The 
Neck is meeting the challenge of global 
competition with a creative economy 
driven by leadership, innovation and dec-

laration of interdependence.
“Townships and counties are thriving. 

A proud common heritage helps find 
new ways to meet challenges and prosper 
together. Bike paths make connections 
from river to river, and the Rappahannock 
Community College Learning Centers 
move citizens and companies forward with 
continuous improvement and high perfor-
mance workplaces. New wealth is gener-
ated and poverty has disappeared.

“Regional staples, tourism and agri-
culture, built around skilled workers and 
entrepreneurial employees are thriving. 
Technology parks are occupied at capac-
ity. Retail space is at a premium as growth 
in aquaculture and hydroponics creates 

jobs and high incomes. Partnerships and 
the expansion of broadband have created 
a geriatrics niche in health care. Research 
and telemedicine are attracting both retir-
ees and health professions to the region. 
Taking advantage of the region’s Telework 
Centers, thousands of Northern Neck resi-
dents telecommute to urban areas across 
the globe. They use the new regional 
airport to periodically visit corporate and 
home offices.

“Along with its beauty, the Northern 
Neck imbues a distinctive ambiance and 
brand. When people think of the Northern 
Neck, they think about character and qual-
ity – the character of citizens that make 
things happen through collaboration, con-

sensus, and leadership. Volunteers building 
houses and stewards of nonprofit organi-
zations, leading downtown beautification 
efforts and helping the disadvantaged. 

“Loyalty to local businesses is part of 
‘growing our own’ and the unemployment 
rate of 2%. Quality is part of our heri-
tage: Top notch customer service at five 
star resorts and marinas, amenities such 
as fishing piers and kayak/boat landing 
facilities. The region has state-of-the-art 
school facilities and education systems 
second to none. There are skilled crafts-
men, journeymen electricians, doctors, 
lawyers, students and grandparents. They 
are motivated, in part, by what they see 
others doing on the Northern Neck.”

Sandlot season opens with a prayer
Little Leaguers bow their heads in prayer as Craig Smith blesses the teams during opening day 
ceremonies at Dreamfields near Kilmarnock last Saturday. The event, which included a Northern Neck 
Sports Wall of Fame induction ceremony, awards, raffles and the first pitch by LHS basketball coach Tim 
Rice and his state championship team, marked the start of the Lancaster County Little League season. 
Games continue almost nightly through June. More photos on page C1 and at www.RRecord.com. Photo 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

LANCASTER—Town council 
elections will be held Tuesday, 
May 1, in Kilmarnock, Irvington 
and White Stone. Polls will be 
open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

In Kilmarnock’s race, six can-
didates are competing for three 
council seats with four-year terms. 
Candidates include Travis Abbott, 
Jane Ludwig, Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn, Jimmy Smith, Howard 
Straughan and Mae Umphlett.

Steve Bonner and Emerson 
Gravatt are competing in a special 
election to fill a council seat with 
two years remaining on the term. 

Polling will take place at the 
Kilmarnock firehouse at 71 
School Street. 

In Irvington, Ralph “Rannie” 
Ransone is running unopposed 
for a second term as mayor.

Gene Edmonds, Mary Kathleen 
Pollard and Ed Sulick are seeking 
three open council seats.

Polling will take place in the 
town hall at 235 Steamboat Road. 

In White Stone, Jennifer 

Hodges, William Benjamin Hub-
bard, David Jones and Blair 
Kenyon are seeking four open 
council seats.    

Polling will take place in the 
town office, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive.  

All those elected will serve for 
four years, except in Kilmarnock’s 
special election. In addition to the 
candidates on the ballots, voters 
will have an opportunity to cast 
write-in votes, according to voter 
registrar Susan Jett.  

Citizens must be registered to 
vote and reside within the town 
limits to participate in these elec-
tions. Check your voter registra-
tion card, or call Jett at 462-5277 
to confirm eligibility. 

The deadline for absentee bal-
lots is Saturday, April 28. Voters 
may vote absentee in person at 
the registrar’s office between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m. Saturday, she 
said.

The registrar’s office is in the 
basement of the county adminis-
tration building at 8311 Mary Ball 
Road in Lancaster.

Town council elections 
are Tuesday for Irvington, 
Kilmarnock, White Stone

by Audrey Thomasson

Supervisor, mentor and friend, Dr. Jack Russell, succumbs

Dr. Jack Russell

by Audrey Thomasson

Dr. Russell had a ‘vision’ for Lancaster County during the next 10 years

HEATHSVILLE—Although it 
is highly unlikely anyone remains 
unconvinced of an economic 
downturn, further evidence can 
be found in the creative ways in 
which people are now trying to 
make money.

A lengthy agenda at the April 
18 meeting of the Northumber-

land board of supervisors led to 
the consideration of many busi-
ness-related requests. Of these 
requests, a few were new territory 
for the board.

In recent months, the term 
tourist home has been defined 
and added as a conditional use in 
the county zoning ordinance. As 
a result, Phoebe Mix and Joseph 
Rosenthal, who rented out their 

home near Ophelia twice last year, 
had to apply for a conditional use 
permit to operate a tourist home. 
Conditions and criteria for this 
type of conditional use were never 
set however, leading to a compli-
cated decision. 

“I really think we need some 
guidelines to work from and then 
still have the ability with the con-
ditional use to put some condi-

tions on,” said District 1 supervi-
sor Joe Self. 

Chairman Ronald Jett suggested 
making a motion to approve the 
request with the ability to add 
conditions up to 60 days after 
being approved. Self supported 
the idea, citing the possibility of 
a catastrophic event leading to 
proved negligence on the county’s 
part.

County attorney Leslie Kilduff 
said he couldn’t see the county 
having any liability for approving 
a land use request.

To appease any safety concerns 
that may not be covered by the 
state code, vice chairman Rich-
ard Haynie moved to approve 
the request with the additional 

Economic trends bring new business ventures to Northumberland
by Shannon Rice

BUSINESS, continued on page A2
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requirements of smoke 
detectors in each bedroom, 
a fire extinguisher on every 
floor, and a carbon mon-
oxide detector. District 3 
supervisor Jim Long sec-
onded the motion.

Still unprepared to make 
a decision, Jett made a sub-
stitute motion, which was 

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office and Depart-
ment of Emergency Ser-
vices recently announced 
the Yellow Dot–File of Life 
program.

“This is a program to help 
first responders save lives” 
said supervisors chairman 
and emergency service direc-
tor B. Wally Beauchamp.

It is a very simple effort 
consisting of a yellow dot 
decal placed on the rear 
window of a vehicle, he 
explained. This alerts a first 
responder that pertinent life-
saving information about the 
driver and/or other vehicle 
occupants can be found in 
the glove box.

The information packet 
can include a person’s medi-
cal history including surger-

RICHMOND-Virginia 
Resources Authority execu-
tive director Suzanne S. 
Long recently announced 
a regional financing work-
shop designed to provide 
local government practitio-
ners  and governing board 
members with information 
on requirements for bond 
financing, post-bond issu-
ance compliance and other 
financing options available 
for public projects.

Representatives from 
VRA and other entities will 
conduct the workshop from 
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. May 16 
at the Piankatank River Golf 
Club in Hartfield. The work-
shop is free and will include 
lunch with Sen. Ryan 
McDougle. Those interested 
in attending should contact 
VRA at 644-3100.

Partnering with local gov-
ernments and other state 
agencies, VRA has provided 

affordable alternatives for 
financing public infrastruc-
ture projects like drinking 
water, wastewater treat-
ment, storm-water drainage, 
solid waste management, 
aviation, transportation, 
and public safety projects, 
according to policy and 
intergovernmental relations 
director Jean Bass.

VRA’s bond rating allows 
it to offer financing to local 
governments at interest rates 

most are unable to realize on 
their own.

Additionally, through its 
partnerships with the Vir-
ginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality, the Vir-
ginia Department of Health, 
and the Virginia Department 
of Aviation, VRA serves as 
financial administrator for 
several revolving loan funds 
including wastewater, drink-
ing water and airports, said 
Bass.

HEATHSVILLE—Nor-
thumberland County recently 
obtained the CodeRED high-
speed emergency notification 
system and the CodeRED 
Weather Warning service. 
Both programs allow emer-
gency service officials to 
quickly deliver emergency 
and weather warning notifi-
cations to phone lines, cell 
phones, text and VoIP. 

County administrator and 
emergency services coor-
dinator Kenny Eades cau-
tioned that such systems are 
only as good as the telephone 
number database supporting 
them.

“No one should auto-
matically assume his or her 
phone number is included. 
If your phone number is not 
in the database, you will not 
be called,” said Eades. “Even 
though you may receive the 
emergency notification call, 
one still needs to sign up for 
the weather warning portion 
of the alert system.”

Therefore, he urges all 
individuals and businesses to 

log onto co.northumberland.
va.us and follow the link to 
the “CodeRED Community 
Notification and Weather 
Warning Enrollment” page.  

Caller ID will read 
Emergency Comm or 
866-419-5000 for CodeRED 
calls. For CodeRED Weather 
Warning calls, either Emer-
gency Comm or the number 
800-566-9780 will appear on 
Caller ID displays, he said.

“Residents can simply dial 
the number displayed on their 
Caller ID to hear the last mes-
sage delivered,” said Eades. 
“This will greatly reduce the 
number of inbound inquiries 
handled by our office and 
will offer residents an imme-
diate replay of the message.”

While registration to this 
system will remain open, 
individuals are urged to reg-
ister prior to May 2. This 
is when a test call will be 
conducted of those phone 
numbers in the database, he 
said. Those without internet 
access may call 580-7666 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Mondays through Fridays to 
supply their information over 
the phone. Required infor-
mation includes first and last 
name, street address (physi-
cal), city, state, zip code, pri-
mary phone number, and any 
additional phone numbers 
including cell phone num-
bers including cell phone 
provider. 

“CodeRED allows emer-
gency services to select 
the entire county or spe-
cific locations to alert of an 
emergency, therefore street 
addresses are required to 
ensure emergency notifica-
tion calls are received by the 
proper individuals in a given 
situation,” said Eades. “The 
system works for cell phones 
too, but we need to have an 
associated street address to 
provide relevant messages.” 

Information collected will 
not be distributed and will 
not be used for any general 
announcements.

Questions should be 
directed to the county admin-
istrator’s office at 580-7666. 

Making history
The Historic Lancaster Court Day Festival was buzzing last Saturday with people 
taking in the arts, crafts, living history activities, exhibits, book signings and tours 
sponsored by the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library. A related slideshow 
appears at RRecord.com. Photo by Shannon Rice

Business ventures
continued from page A1

seconded by Self, to table 
action until the May 10 meet-
ing. The motion carried 4-1 
with Long opposing.

“I don’t see how much more 
you can add,” said Long.

Other unfamiliar territory 
involved amendments to the 
zoning ordinance to define 
pawnbroker and a precious 
metals dealer shop, and to 
include both as conditional 
uses.

 The pawnbroker shop was 
defined as a place of busi-
ness of any person autho-
rized by the Circuit Court 
of Northumberland County 
to engage in the business 
of pawnbroker defined by 
the Code of Virginia. A pre-
cious metals dealer shop was 
defined as the place of busi-
ness of any person permitted 
by the sheriff of Northum-
berland County to engage 
in the business of dealer of 
precious metals and gems as 
defined in the county code. 

The amendments were 
heavily debated at the plan-
ning commission level and 
the supervisors approved 
them quickly and unani-
mously following a motion 
by Haynie and a second by 
Long.

“It’s regulated a lot by the 
state. I’d hate to be the one 
having to apply with all these 
conditions. We might as well 
go ahead and grant this and 
add it to the zoning ordi-
nance,” said Haynie.

Despite his affirming vote, 
District 4 supervisor Tommy 
Tomlin suggested the con-
ditions and stipulations for 
each type of business be 
harmonized due to the likeli-
hood of people requesting to 
do both. 

The board also voted to 
approve conditional use 
requests for the manufactur-
ing and assembling of fire-
arms.

According to applicant 
Mark Brann, there is a fine 
line distinguishing gunsmith-

ing and the manufacturing 
of firearms as laid out by the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF). Gunsmithing does not 
require additional zoning.

“We want to assemble 
parts for a gun that isn’t yet 
sold. If you brought me the 
parts or I ordered the parts 
for you specifically, it’s not 
manufacturing,” said Brann.

Brann’s request was unani-
mously approved following a 
motion by Self and a second 
by Long with conditions.

The conditions stipulate 
there shall be no sign iden-
tifying the business on the 
exterior of any building on the 
property or within the yard 
of the property; there shall 
be no non-family individuals 
employed by the applicant 
related by this home occupa-
tion; any firearms or firearm 
parts in connection with the 
business kept on the property 
shall be stored in a locked 
secured vault or similar con-
tainer, and the applicant shall 
contact the sheriff’s depart-
ment to arrange for a meet-
ing at the property for the 
purpose of inspecting and 
approving said vault. Fail-
ure to meet with the sher-
iff’s department within three 
months of the granting of the 
conditional use permit shall 
result in the revocation of the 
permit. Ammunition may be 
stored on the property only in 
accordance with the Virginia 
statewide fire prevention 
code, and the premises shall 
be made available to inspec-
tions by the sheriff’s depart-
ment at its discretion.

A similar request by Mat-
thew Covel also was unani-
mously approved following 
a motion by Haynie, with the 
added condition that there 
will be no discharge of fire-
arms at the property in con-
nection with the business 
except on an approved firing 
range. Long seconded the 
motion.

Northumberland installs
new notification systems

Lancaster emergency services launches Yellow Dot program
ies, medications they are 
taking and their allergies, 
said Beauchamp. A picture 
should be included to help 
link the proper person with 
the information.  

“We need to stress that 
having that yellow dot on the 
rear window does not signify 
that there are medications, 
prescriptions or anything of 
that nature in the glove com-
partment of that vehicle. 
No record is kept by county 
officials of the information. 
It remains the driver’s prop-
erty,” he said.

The yellow dot program 
was first introduced in Con-
necticut in 2002 and has 
since spread to numerous 
states across the nation. 

“We are aware of many 
lives that have been saved 
because first responders had 
access to the vital informa-
tion provided by the yellow 
dot program,” said Beau-
champ. “Time is crucial 
in an emergency situation. 
Something as simple as 
having your medical infor-
mation immediately avail-
able can potentially make 

a big difference in the care 
you receive and expect.”

This cost-free program 
was initiated by Beauchamp 
and is being sponsored by 
Chesapeake Bank as they 
are providing all of the 
materials at their expense.  

“I want to emphasize that 
this effort is strictly on a 
volunteer basis and totally 
cost free to our citizens, 
thanks to our partnership 
with Chesapeake Bank” 
said Beauchamp.  

The decals and packets, 
including an additional 

wallet card and information 
sheet to be placed on the 
home refrigerator, will be 
available at the Chesapeake 
Bank location on North 
Main Street in Kilmarnock, 
at the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office and the 
Department of Emergency 
Services office within a 
week.

For additional informa-
tion, call Beauchamp at 
436-3605, or chief of emer-
gency services Christina L. 
Hubbard, 462-6010, or lan-
cova.com.

Local government financing workshop set for May 16

WARSAW—Heri tage 
Preservation recently 
announced The Menokin 
Foundation has been chosen 
to participate in the 2012 
Conservation Assessment 
Program (CAP).

Heritage Preservation’s 
CAP is supported through 
a cooperative agreement 
with the Federal Institute 
of Museum and Library 
Services. CAP assists 
museums by providing 
funds for professional con-
servation and preservation 
specialists to identify the 
conservation needs of their 
collections. 

Heritage Preservation 
president Lawrence L. 
Reger praised Menokin for 
“making the vital work of 
caring for the site a priority 
of their institution, even in 

Menokin to participate in assessment program
these challenging financial 
times, and helping ensure 
that it is available to present 
and future generations.”

Professional conserva-
tors will spend two days 
surveying the site and three 

days preparing a compre-
hensive report that will 
identify conservation pri-
orities, said Reger. 

Menokin is at 4037 
Menokin Road near 
Warsaw. The foundation 

specializes in preserving 
and interpreting the home 
of patriot Francis Lightfoot 
Lee as a focus for better 
understanding the fields of 
architecture, conservation 
and ecology. 
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~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock

804-435-1302 

Estee Lauder now available only at
Chesapeake Commons Shopping Center

(804) 435-8732

Free 7-piece Gift
Yours with any $35 or more  
Estée Lauder purchase... 
Worth over $90!
The gift that makes you feel beautiful. 

 Your Choice!  
Deluxe Skincare, DayWear Plus Advanced 
and Perfectly Clean Cleanser 
OR Time Zone and Soft Clean Cleanser

 Pure Color Gloss
 Pure Color Lipstick
 Sumptuous Mascara
 Estée Lauder pleasures
 Cosmetics Bag
Offer good while supplies last. Quantities limited. 
One gift per customer, please. 

Get More
A Chic Face Sculpting 
Compact. Free. 

Get a lift with 2 New 
Pure Color Blush Shades, 
a Bronzer and Travel Case. 
Add it to your gift with any 
purchase of $70 or more. 

Both gifts together 
worth over $125.

STORE LOCATOR!
call 1-800-743-8730 or
log on at peebles.com

GET AN E-BONUS! Sign up at 
peebles.com for our e-alerts  
and get an exclusive savings offer.

OUR GIFT CARD In all stores,  
online or 1-800-743-8730. 
See store for details.

ORDER TOLL-FREE 1-800-743-8730 ● SHOP ONLINE 24/7 AT PEEBLES.COM

WARSAW—Lancaster 
and Northumberland coun-
ties will hold hazardous and 
e-waste collections May 19.

In both counties, the first 
50 pounds of household 
waste are accepted free of 
charge for each resident; 
overages will be assessed 
at $1.05 per pound, said 
Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
education/public relations 
specialist Faye Andrashko.

Lancaster County mate-
rials will be accepted from 
7:30 to 11 a.m. at the Kil-
marnock Refuse Center at 
320 White Pine Drive.

Northumberland County 
materials will be accepted 
from 1 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Horsehead Refuse Center 
at 11705 Northumberland 
Highway.

The electronics collec-
tions are for respective 
county residents only. The 
following listed electronic 
items will be accepted 
without charge:

-
tops, mainframes, periph-
erals.

screens.

phones, telephone sys-
tems.

equipment.

boards and components.

games, PDAs.
Non-electronic hazard-

ous waste materials may 
include spent Fluorescent 
bulbs and compact Fluo-
rescents; unwanted pesti-
cides; antifreeze; NiCad, 
NiMH and other recharge-
able batteries; cleaners, 
non-latex paint and stains, 
old or contaminated fuels, 
and household chemicals.

Northern Neck Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District and Lancaster/
Northumberland Vir-
ginia Cooperative Exten-
sion staff will assist in 
the collections. To inquire 
about specific items, call 
333-3525, ext. 102, or 
462-5780, or 580-5694.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
man who terrified Kilmar-
nock residents for three 
weeks in December 2009 
has entered a plea of guilty 
to the rape and sexual 
assaults of two women. The 
plea agreement was entered 
in Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court last week before 
Judge Joseph E. Spruill Jr.

Donald Vaughan, 21, 
agreed to four life sen-
tences with all but 60 years 
suspended for four counts 
that included rape, sexual 
assault and aggravated 
sexual battery, and 20 years 
for two counts of breaking 
and entering. The sentences 
would be served concur-
rently. 

Vaughan is currently 
serving a 40-year sentence 
for the rape and attempted 
murder of a woman in 
Baltimore on December 
19, 2009. If accepted, his 

plea agreement would run 
concurrently with that sen-
tence.

“You mean he only serves 
20 years in Virginia?” asked 
Judge Spruill.

Lancaster Common-
wealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham noted the 
defendant would be eligible 
for parole in Maryland after 
serving 20 years. He would 
then be transferred to Vir-
ginia for the remaining 40 
years on his sentence here.

“He’s actually eligible 
for parole in Maryland in 
12 years,” said Vaughan’s 
court-appointed attorney, 
John Martin. “The bulk of 
the sentence would be in 
Virginia.”

In presenting the case 
against Vaughan, Cunning-
ham noted that two years 
ago the defendant stalked 
Kilmarnock deep into the 
night, knocking on the 
back doors of a couple of 
homes to try to gain entry, 

and was even stopped and 
questioned by town police. 
Because he was recently 
released from a juvenile 
detention center in Mary-
land, his records did not 
show up on a background 
check and police released 
him.

Cunningham said on 
November 29, Vaughan 
broke into a home on 
Heatherfield Court and sex-
ually assaulted a resident. 
On December 1, he broke 
into a home on Chase Street 
and raped and battered the 
resident. In both cases, 
Vaughan held a knife to his 
victims’ throats.

After law enforcement 
placed tight surveillance 
around the town, Vaughan 
went to his sister’s home 
in Maryland, where he was 
arrested for an attack there. 
He confessed the Kilmar-
nock crimes to Lancaster 
investigator Joanie Kent.

Vaughan showed no 

emotion throughout last 
week’s hearing, even when 
confronted by his vic-
tims, including one who 
addressed his mother as she 
sat alone in the back of the 
courtroom.

The first victim said 
she was protected “by 
the grace of God.” She 
told her attacker to reach 
within himself to find the 
good he must possess deep 
inside. “I wish you God’s 
grace,” she said. The victim 
took a comfort shawl she 
received after the assault 
from St. Andrews Presby-
terian Church and gave it 
to Vaughan’s mother, wrap-
ping it around her shoulders 
and embracing her. 

The second victim told 
Vaughan he not only hurt her, 
he also hurt her family and 
the community. “This entire 
community was absolutely 
terrified,” she said. “I wish 
you peace, I wish your family 
peace, just as I wish this com-

Judge considers 60-year prison term in Kilmarnock rape cases
by Audrey Thomasson munity can find peace.”

“These are very serious 
crimes,” said Judge Spruill. 
“They’re almost worse than 
murder. Your victims have 
shown you more compas-
sion than you gave them.”

While he did not disagree 
with the suggested sentence, 
the judge said he wanted time 
to review the pre-sentencing 
report and Vaughan’s back-
ground before accepting the 
plea arrangement.

“We’ve all conferred for 
some time....and agree this 
is appropriate consider-
ing his background,” said 
Martin.

The judge expressed 
his concern that a 60-year 
sentence was considerably 
lower than the mid-point of 
the sentencing guidelines, 
which is 85 years. However, 
he explained to Vaughan that 
if he returned with another 
sentence that was not agree-
able to him, Vaughan could 
withdraw his plea and opt 
for a trial.

Judge Spruill set a court 
date of 9 a.m. June 25 for 
his final decision.

After court, Cunningham 

said Vaughan will be held 
in the Warsaw regional jail 
and not returned to Mary-
land until the judge reaches 
a final decision.

H E AT H S V I L L E —
Appearing in Northumber-
land County Circuit Court 
on April 12, former Nor-
thumberland Elementary 
School teacher Christopher 
“CJ” Richardson pleaded 
guilty to four felony charges 

related to the sexual abuse 
of students. 

Originally facing a total 
of 16 charges, Richardson, 
28, pleaded guilty to two 
counts of forcible sodomy 
and one count each of child 
endangerment and distri-
bution of marijuana to a 
minor.

According to facts stipu-
lated by the prosecution and 
defense, the incidents hap-
pened at Richardson’s home 
in 2010, said Northum-
berland Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jane Wrightson.

The plea agreement was 
provisionally accepted by 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 

III pending the submission 
of a pre-sentence report. 
Richardson’s final sentenc-
ing hearing has been set 
for July 3, at which time 
the judge can either pro-
ceed with sentencing based 
on the report’s sentencing 
guidelines or set the case 
for trial.

LANCASTER—A law-
yer’s plea to be removed 
as the attorney for accused 
rapist Calvin Tucker was 
denied Tuesday in Lancaster 
Circuit Court.

Richmond attorney Brent 

by Shannon Rice

Former teacher pleads guilty to four charges

Defense attorney for accused rapist won’t be removed
by Audrey Thomasson Jackson asked Judge Joseph 

E. Spruill Jr. to assign a new 
attorney because Tucker 
was not paying his fee and 
had admitted to threaten-
ing him, although he later 
claimed the threats were 
made out of frustration, 
according to court reports.

Jackson said he didn’t 
think he could defend his 

client to the best of his abil-
ity because he didn’t trust 
him.

Tucker appeared in 
court in a waist chain with 
handcuffs and leg irons. 
A prison official testified 
deputies could provide the 
security inside and outside 
the courtroom to keep Jack-
son safe. 

In denying the motion, 
the judge refused to hear 
complaints about not being 
paid. Also, he said the 
defense has continued the 
case four times and would 
not be allowed to delay the 
trial any longer.

Tucker’s trial is sched-
uled in Circuit Court for 9 
a.m. May 17.Counties 

to hold 
hazardous 
and e-waste 
collections
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Budget

1-800-990-4828 ■ bankatunion.com
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Account benefits may vary by bank

“PLAY DATE” (Ages 21/2 to 5) 
with the Montessori School

OPEN HOUSE 
April 29, 2012 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 

 
Children will play on the playground while 
Parents visit the classroom and talk with 

teachers and other parents.
 

(In the event of rain the play date is cancelled 
and the Open House will be for parents only). 

 
Accepting Applications for Fall Enrollment 

97 FMC Dr. (next door to the DMV) 
Kilmarnock, VA  22482 

804-435-3503 

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported misde-
meanor charges against four 
individuals.

A Buzzards Neck Road 
man, 42, was charged April 
16 with contempt of court 
(non-support).

 A Weems Road woman, 
32, was charged April 18 
with contempt of a Prince 
William County court.

A Lancaster Creek Drive 
man, 52, was charged April 
19 with petit larceny of 
scrap metal.

A Churchfield Lane 
woman, 23, was charged 
April 19 with 10 counts of 
credit fraud by use of false 
identity.
Activity report

April 16:  Staff 
responded to the 1600 block 
of Windmill Point Road on 
a complaint that a woman 
was causing harm to herself 
with the intent to blame her 
injuries on her boyfriend, 
and to an assault and bat-
tery complaint in the 800 
block of Scott Road (related 
to self-inflicted wounding 
incident). Staff received 
a destruction of commer-
cial property report from 
the 3500 block of Irving-
ton Road (glass door, $500 
loss). 

April 17:  Staff notified 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) of a 
downed tree blocking Long 
Cove Lane and attempted 
to locate and check on the 
well-being of a subject 
reportedly at the Merry 
Point ferry at the request 
of a concerned out-of-
town family member. Staff 
responded to a fire alarm at 
Lancaster High School, to 
a suspicious person/vehicle 
complaint in the 500 block 
of Mosquito Point Road, to 
the 300 block of Gaskins 
Road on a court order to 
recover personal property in 
a protective order case, and 
to an unknown problem call 
in the 1100 block of Carlson 
Road (intoxicated subject). 
Staff received a walk-in 
report of credit card fraud 
($428 loss) and contacted a 
Gunther Lane resident at the 
request of Virginia Beach 
Police Department. 

April 18:  Staff responded 
to a suspicious person/
vehicle complaint at Bethel 
United Methodist Church 
with the subject making 
harassing telephone calls to 
a local residence, to a dis-
turbance/trespassing com-
plaint on Thrasher Court, 
to a tenant lease dispute on 
Brent Court, and to a mental 
health emergency on Brent 
Court. Staff received a lar-
ceny report from the 1600 
block of Windmill Point 
Road (Stihl chainsaw, $366 
loss).

April 19:  Staff noti-
fied the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
recovery team of a report 
that a porpoise had beached 
itself near Chesapeake Trail 
and checked on the well-

MONTROSS—During 
the 2012 General Assembly, 
Sen. Richard Stuart and Del. 
Margaret Ransone spon-
sored memorial resolutions in 
honor of the late Virginia State 
Police Trooper Adam Bowen 
of Westmoreland County,

State Trooper Bowen, also 
an Iraqi veteran, tragically lost 
his life while in the line of duty 
last summer.

A memorial ceremony for 
State Trooper Bowen will be 
held at 5 p.m. Friday, April 27, 
on the Westmoreland County 
courthouse lawn in Montross. 
Official copies of the resolu-
tions will be presented to the 
Bowen family at that time.

The ceremony will take 
place just a week after Gov. 
Bob McDonnell performed a 
ceremonial signing for House 
Bill 395, related to the Line of 
Duty Act, sponsored by Del. 
Margaret Ransone.  The leg-
islation allows for immediate 
payments to be made to the 
beneficiaries of those who lost 

HEATHSVILLE—A Northumberland 
County Circuit Court grand jury on Tues-
day delivered 15 true bills of indictment 
against Derrick Jones, the resource offi-
cer responsible for protecting Northum-
berland school children.

The majority of the indictments against 
the 44-year-old Jones are for indecent 
liberties with minors by a person in a 
custodial or supervisory position. 

Jones was suspended from his duties 
on February 22 and arrested the follow-
ing day. He is on house arrest pending 
trial.

Memorial ceremony
to honor Trooper Bowen

their lives in the line of duty.  
“It was an honor to have the 

ceremony with Gov. McDon-
nell,” said Ransone. “He too 
is committed to those men 
and women who have sacri-
ficed their lives through their 
courageous actions. It was a 
privilege for me to carry this 
bill as it will ease the burden 

of financial stress the families 
may be experiencing during 
an already difficult time. I 
believe it is our responsibility 
to recognize and pay tribute 
to the brave men and women 
that serve daily in the Line of 
Duty.”

The public is urged to 
attend.

SHERIFFS’ REPORT

This is a “thank you” for the immediate and 
substantial response to the recent article about 

the sheriff ’s office canine program.
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett, 

Master Deputy Bobby Moore, Deputy D. Shawn 
Hogge and the “pups,” Bruno and Rando, recently 
thanked Walmart, Kilmarnock Lettering Company, 
River Glass, Farm & Home Supply, Geo Products, 
Potomac Supply, Rappahannock Concrete, the 
White Stone Woman’s Club and numerous indi-
viduals for each generous donation to support the 
canines.

The canine teams also are most appreciative of 
the use of the grounds at Bayside Animal Hospital 
for training.

“The canines aren’t a budget line item,” said 
Sheriff Crockett, “so having the community 
respond so quickly tells us that this is important to 
the citizens. As of April 23, we have received just 
over $3,000 in donations for the canine program.”

“The local chapter of the Fraternal Order of 
Police has proposed to fund the costs of the two 
vehicle heat sensor units,” said Dep. Hogge.  
“That’s an important and major expense for the 
program.”

K-9 team thanks community

being of a Swamp Lane res-
ident at the request of a con-
cerned citizen (Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) 
required). Staff responded 
to a larceny complaint on 
Mohans Run (no criminal 
incident), to an attempted 
suicide incident on Chesa-
peake Drive and to a shots 
fired complaint in the area 
of Riverwind Court. 

April 20:  Staff 
responded to an assault call 
on Twin Branch Road, to a 
disturbance call involving 
a motorcycle in the 4300 
block of Irvington Road 
and with the Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) 
and Virginia State Police to 
a fight call at Irvington and 
School streets. 

April 21:  Staff responded 
with assistance from KPD 
to a fight call in the 10400 
block of Jesse Dupont 
Memorial Highway, to a 
single-vehicle traffic crash 
at Irvington and Old Salem 
roads, to a suspicious 
person/vehicle complaint 
on Merry Point Road, to a 
complaint of vehicles drag 
racing near Palmer Lane, to 
a fight call on Merry Point 
Road and to a fight call on 
Thrasher Court. 

April 22:  Staff responded 
to a domestic assault (hus-
band/wife) on Mt. Vernon 
Lane, responded with EMS 
to a medication overdose 
incident on Brent Court and 
notified VDOT of a downed 
tree blocking Iberis Road.

The sheriff ’s staff also 
conducted 10 traffic stops, 
issued six summonses, 
assisted a motorist, reported 
a deer strike, handled five 
calls for traffic control, 
investigated four build-
ing alarms, processed two 
mental health orders, logged 
nine inmate transports and 
fielded two calls for animal 
control.
Fire calls

The Virginia Department 
of Forestry responded to 
a 4 p.m. burning violation 

on Christ Church Road and 
with the Kilmarnock Volun-
teer Fire Department (VFD) 
to a brush fire on Hughlett 
Point.

The Kilmarnock VFD 
responded with Upper Lan-
caster VFD to a fire alarm at 
Lancaster High School and 
with the White Stone VFD 
to a fire alarm on Windjam-
mer Lane.

The White Stone VFD 
assisted EMS on Windmill 
Point Road and responded 
to a traffic crash at Irving-
ton and Old Salem roads.

The Upper Lancaster 
VFD responded to a 
downed tree on a power line 
on Iberis Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 
nine individuals.
Felonies

Kevin D. Waddy, 31, 
of Burgess was charged 
April 16 with possession of 
cocaine. 

Amanda S. Fletcher, 36, 
of Heathsville was charged 
April 18 with grand larceny.

Darrel W. Flynn, 21, of 
Reedville was charged April 
18 with grand larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 
20, was charged April 13 
with illegal dumping or dis-
posing of garbage.

A Westmoreland woman, 
32, was charged April 18 
with writing a bad check to 
a local business.

A Wicomico Church 
man, 29, was charged April 
18 with failing to appear in 
Northumberland General 
District Court.

A Callao man, 35, was 
charged April 20 with 
assault and batter of a 
family member.

A Richmond man, 34, 
was charged April 21 with 
driving under the influence.

A Sharps man, 19, was 
charged April 21 with fail-
ing to comply with a court 
order.

Jury returns 15 indictments against Jones 
by Audrey Thomasson

■ Merry Point watch
A Neighborhood Watch 

meeting for the Merry Point 
area will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
May 4 at the county adminis-
tration building in Lancaster.

Deputy James Smith and 
others will be there to conduct 
the program and accept will-
ing volunteers. Residents are 
urged to voice ideas, opinions, 
action requests and concerns.

NEWS BREAK
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Vote 

STEVE BONNER 
Kilmarnock Town Council

While visiting nearly 600 homes, it’s clear 
your Number One Concern is the constant 
bickering on the town council. I have run my 
campaign on “Peace and Harmony”, not 
attacking or bashing anyone. I have been 
positive in my statements and will continue 
that as an elected official. 
 
Your next concern is the high price you are 
paying for water/sewer and you have no-
ticed that some candidates are not willing to 
say “I will NOT vote for a water/sewer rate 
increase” in their ads, like I have. I urge you 
to look at each candidate’s ad this week for 
their stance on this VERY important issue. 
 
I am NOT part of a slate. There is nothing I 
know of that could hurt this town more than 
a group that thinks just alike and would have 
a majority on your town council. I am inde-
pendent and I will vote for what is “best” for 
Kilmarnock, not what a Slate pressures me 
to vote for. 
 
During my 23 years as a Planning Commis-
sioner for our town, I have many accomplish-
ments, too numerous to mention, however 
this election is about the “Future” of Kilmar-
nock, not its past. I will continue to put you, 
the voter first, and always do what’s best for 
our town. 
 
When our local Post Office closed during 
the middle of the day, I created and solicited 
a petition for weeks. Then I contacted the 
main Post Office Department that controls 
this area and was successful in getting them 
to “re-open” the Post Office during the day. 
Once the petition was complete, it only took 
“One Phone Call” to change it! “This is my 
style of getting it done for the people” 
 
I will work hard to bring peace and respect 
for ALL members of our council, the mayor, 
the town manager, the town attorney, as well 
as anyone associated with the town. There is 
“NO” plan to fire the town manager and nev-
er was one. This was a political hoax to scare 
the residents and make it a campaign issue. 
 
When you vote on May 1st you are voting for 
“Independent” thinking or a “Slate” that will 
have total control of your town.  Please think 
about courtesy, peace and harmony and vote 
for people that have shown they are qualified 
thinkers that will put ‘YOU, FIRST’ and not 
personal political goals that could continue 
to break the town apart.

 
Vote May 1, 2012 

For Peace & Harmony
Paid for and authorized by Steve Bonner for Kilmarnock Town Council

An article last week 
regarding a proposal before 
the Northumberland school 
board indicated the Red 
Cross is involved in the 
“Fall Extravaganza.” How-
ever, the Red Cross is not 
involved with the Mid-
County Rescue Squad’s 
swap meet/yard sale event.

LEXINGTON—Gov. 
Bob McDonnell recently 
announced the winners 
of the 2012 Governor’s 
Environmental Excellence 
Awards, which were pre-
sented at the Environment 
Virginia Symposium in 
Lexington.

Thirteen awards were 
given, including a silver 
medal to the Northern Neck 
Land Conservancy.

The awards recognize 
significant contributions 
of environmental and con-
servation leaders in envi-
ronmental projects, envi-
ronmental programs and 
land conservation. They 
are given to businesses 
and industrial facilities, 
not-for-profit organizations 
and government agencies. 
Award winners were chosen 
based on criteria includ-

ing environmental benefit, 
stakeholder involvement, 
public outreach, transfer-
ability and innovativeness.

 “The accomplishments 
of these award winners are 
truly impressive,” said Gov. 
McDonnell. “They demon-
strate a clear commitment 
to improve our environment 
and make the lives of all 
Virginians better.” 

The Northern Neck Land 
Conservancy was awarded a 
silver medal in recognition 
of its work in helping land-
owners preserve the rural 
heritage of the Northern 
Neck and for its efforts in 
the Cat Point Creek region. 
The land trust is commit-
ted to the preservation of 
farms, forests, historical 
sites, vistas and water-
sheds. To date, the NNLC 
has assisted in preserving 

14,545 acres of land and 
over 12 miles of shoreline.

“This is truly an honor 
for the Northern Neck Land 
Conservancy,” said execu-
tive director Jamie Tucker. 
“It recognizes the outreach 
programs and assistance 
that our land trust pro-
vides to the landowners in 
the Northern Neck and the 
value that is placed on con-
serving land for the health 
of our community and our 
children’s future. As the 
only land trust in the North-
ern Neck, we are proud to 
offer our services to the 
community and help those 
who want to protect their 
lands.”  

To contact the Northern 
Neck Land Conservancy 
about land conservation 
and the potential tax ben-
efits, call 462-0979.

From left are Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources Doug Domenech, Department 
of Environmental Quality director David Paylor, Department of Conservation and 
Recreation director David Johnson and Northern Neck Land Conservancy executive 
director Jamie Tucker.

Land conservancy receives
state environmental award

KILMARNOCK—Four 
of the eight people seeking 
Kilmarnock town council 
seats in the May 1 election 
attended last week’s candi-
date forum, organized by 
Friends of Lancaster and 
hosted by the Lancaster 
Community Library.

Emerson Gravatt, 
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, 
Howard Straughan and 
Mae Umphlett told the 
several dozen residents 
present they were joining 
forces as a “slate” for the 
election, but that each is 
an independent thinker 
and would vote indepen-
dently on council. They 
also noted the importance 
of adhering to established 
rules of order to achieve 
decorum at town meetings 
and stressed support for 
town manager Tom Saun-
ders. 

Candidates Travis 
Abbott, Steve Bonner, 
Jane Ludwig and Jimmy 
Smith were not present. 
Event organizer Lindsy 
Gardner said Abbott and 
Ludwig reported they had 
prior commitments while 
Bonner and Smith did not 
give a reason for not par-
ticipating.

Each of the candidates 
spoke for 10 minutes on 
their qualifications and 
reasons for running for 
office. 

Umphlett, a current 
member of council and 
business manager, said 
she is running because 
she cares about the town. 
“I am accountable for my 
own actions and always 
respectful, even if I don’t 
agree with them.”

As a council member, 
she supported bringing 
the Rappahannock Com-
munity College center to 
Kilmarnock.

She said the key to eco-
nomic development is to 
attract more businesses 
to town that will employ 
young people and keep 

taxes and utility rates 
down.

The job of a council 
member involves more 
than attending a coun-
cil meeting each month, 
she said. “I spend 10 to 
20 hours each week on 
council business. There 
is lots of homework,” she 
noted. Umphlett stressed 
she wants to be a voice 
for residents and that she 
votes for “what’s best for 
the town I love.”

Straughan, a former 
councilman and banker, 
said he worked on the 
budget with the town 
manager in 2008 to find 
ways to reduce taxes after 
county reassessments 
pushed property values up 
50%. “Council planned to 
maintain the 14 cents (per 
$100 of assessed value). 
I worked...to reduce the 
rate...to 10 cents,” he said. 
Achieving the tax reduc-
tion peaked his interest 
in town government and 
he accepted a two-year 
appointment on council.

Straughan said he wants 
to attract more technol-
ogy businesses to the tech 
park, keep the water and 
sewer system running effi-
ciently as the town’s most 
important amenity, build 
a decent town hall and 
increase handicap parking 
in town.

In reply to a ques-
tion regarding spending 
money on the technology 
park, Straughan called 
it an investment, “not an 
expense.”

Gravatt, a former coun-
cil member and hospital 
executive, said he wants 
to get back on council 
because he loves Kilmar-
nock. “I’m disappointed 
with the lack of respect 
for each other on coun-
cil. I hope to make that 
change,” he said.

A council member from 
1994 to 1998, he said he 
was involved in the Main 
Street revitalization proj-
ect, including obtaining 

Forum attracts four 
Kilmarnock candidates 

by Audrey Thomasson the grant money from 
the federal government 
to finance it and getting 
the “enormous amount of 
cables” removed from the 
streets and buried under-
ground. His biggest disap-
pointment was not being 
on council to see the proj-
ect completed.

As a councilman, he 
plans to address the rising 
costs of water and sewer 
and diversion of truck traf-
fic in town. 

Nunn, a current coun-
cil member and former 
teacher and advertising 
executive, said she cares 
about Kilmarnock—pres-
ent and future. “I ran for 
council to change the good 
old boy network,” she said. 
“I am independent and not 
intimidated to vote a cer-
tain way.” 

She asked voters to 
beware of candidates who 
make promises they can’t 
keep.

“None of those can-
didates are here tonight. 
They want to represent you 
but they can’t take the time 
to come here and speak 
to you. I find that incred-
ible and very disturbing,” 
she added. She said her 
accomplishments on coun-
cil include proposing the 
Mary Ball Community 
Block Grant.

Also, she proposed the 
derelict property ordinance 
that requires yards and 
homes be maintained, the 
dog park and town banners, 
and helped to establish the 
children’s playground, she 
said.

Correction
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Paid for and authorized by Emerson Gravatt

Vote Emerson Gravatt 
for Kilmarnock Town Council, May 1.

I’m just a concerned, lifelong member of this community who 
wants the best for our area and the people in it, and will work 

hard to preserve the charm, beauty and prosperity of the 
Town of Kilmarnock.

I’d be honored to put my skills to work for you and for our Town.

DAVIS 
Auto Sales, Inc., Kilmarnock, VA

(804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Clip & Save & bring in

Price good thru 4/30/2012

Oil Change Special

$29.95
Up to 5 qts. of API oil, 
filter and topoff fluids. 
Synthetic oil slightly higher.

RE-ELECT 

REBECCA  TEBBS  NUNN
KILMARNOCK TOWN COUNCIL

EXPERIENCE, KNOWLEDGE, HONESTY

INTEGRITY, CANDOR

YOUR SOBER VOICE 

ON THE TOWN COUNCIL!

(Paid for by Nunn for Council)

No False Promises!
No False Allegations!

NO NONSENSE!

M O N T R O S S — “ A 
Decade of Devoted Care” 
was celebrated April 16 
during a luncheon for vol-
unteers of the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic 
(NNFHC) Outreach Clinic, 
held at Andrew Chapel 
United Methodist Church in 
Montross.

The Outreach Clinic 
opened in April 2002 and 
has operated every other 
Thursday since then, thanks 
to the interest and volun-
teer support of the Andrew 
Chapel congregation, and 
other volunteers from the 
Westmoreland County 
community, according to 
NNFHC executive director 
Jean Nelson.

With the Outreach Clinic, 
patients who live some dis-
tance from the main facility 
in Kilmarnock are able to 
see a medical provider and 
pick up their prescriptions 
without having to make a 
round trip of anywhere from 
60 to 130 miles to Kilmar-
nock. About 30 volunteers 
help at the Outreach in 
registering, screening and 
seeing patients.

“Without the clinic, I per-
sonally don’t know what I 
would have done,” said one 
patient who attended the 
luncheon, and who has used 
the NNFHC since the early 

Outreach Clinic observes 10th anniversary

LANCASTER—At its 
meeting tonight, April 26, 
the board of supervisors 
will consider a contract for 
converting all the county’s 
emergency mobile radio 
systems. The session will 
begin at 7 p.m. in the board 
meeting room of the County 
Administration Building in 
Lancaster. 

The conversion is man-
dated by the Federal Com-
munication Commission 
(FCC) to reduce radio band 
congestion and must be 
completed by January 1, 
2013.

Also, three public hear-
ings are on the docket. 

Clyde A. Stewart Jr. of 
Magic Tree Service seeks 
a special exception for a 
7.083-acre agricultural 
parcel at 5011 White Chapel 
Road. He wants to use the 
property to dispose of tree 
debris generated from his 
business and conduct an 
annual burn. His previous 
request for a 49-acre parcel 
on Western Branch Road 
was not approved.

 Janice Doggett seeks a 
special exception to place 
an individual manufactured 
home on a 0.542-acre resi-
dential parcel off Millen-
beck Road near River Road.

Jay William Fox seeks 
expansion of an existing 
authorized nonconforming 
structure on a 0.468-acre 
residential parcel at 10 
Hidden Cove Drive off Blue 
Heron Lane.

FREDERICKSBURG—
Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board member 
Cord A. Sterling recently 
announced more than 150 
transportation projects in 
the Fredericksburg District 
are in the draft Six-Year 
Improvement Program total-
ing more than $156 million 
for fiscal years 2013-18.

The draft is available at 
VirginiaDot.org. Projects 
include replacement of the 
Route 205 bridge in West-
moreland County at Mattox 
Creek, as well as paving on 
Mattox Avenue.

 A joint hearing for the 
Culpeper, Fredericksburg 
and Richmond districts will 
be held at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 2, at the Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion Central Office Audi-
torium at 1401 East Broad 
Street in Richmond.

Comments also may be 
submitted by May 18 to Pro-
gramming Director, Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion, 1401 E. Broad Street, 
Richmond, VA 23219, or 
six-yearprogram@vdot.vir-
ginia.gov. 

KILMARNOCK—The 
town council will hold a 
work session on Kilmar-
nock’s 2012-13 budget 
Wednesday, May 2, at the 
town hall.

The session, which will 
include the full council, will 
begin at 4 p.m. and is open 
to public input.

PITMANS CORNER—
The Lancaster school 
board will meet in a special 
session today, April 26, to 
amend the fiscal year 2013 
budget. The meeting begins 
at 4 p.m. in the school board 
office on Irvington Road.

From left are volunteer Betty Richardson and Outreach 
Clinic coordinator Carol Gifford. 

1990s. Like many people, 
he has a job but it does not 
include health insurance, 
and he has relied on the 
clinic to manage his health 
conditions and obtain the 
medicines he needs.

The volunteers, he said, 
are “wonderful people. They 
make me feel so relaxed and 
so at home. To be a volun-
teer, you have to have a love 
for people. I know they don’t 
have to be here.”

A second patient who 

attended also began using 
the clinic in the early 1990s, 
at a time when she was 
working up to four jobs to 
make ends meet – and still 
was having trouble afford-

ing her medicines. She 
thanked everyone at the 
clinic for “all the good they 
have done for me.”

NNFHC operating board 
member Wallace McGin-
ness of Montross, an Out-
reach volunteer, gave the 
welcoming remarks at the 
luncheon. Board president 
William B. Graham Jr. of 
Northumberland County 
noted a few of the Outreach 
Clinic highlights. Statistics 
show 3,126 medical visits, 
1,633 eligibility screenings, 
18,329 prescription pick-
ups, and 4,791 volunteer 
hours since the effort began 
10 years ago.

Del. Margaret Ransone 
thanked the volunteers for 
all they do, and provided 
information on the res-
toration of health safety 
net funding in the state 
budget. 

Volunteer Betty Richard-
son was honored for all the 
hours she has put in during 
the past 10 years toward 
Outreach Clinic operations, 

and later in the event, the 
Clinic’s Outreach Coordi-
nator from the beginning, 
Carol Gifford, was similarly 
honored.

Other guests included 
operating board members 
Darryl Pirok, DDS, and 
the Rev. Charles Dameron, 
who was pastor at Andrew 
Chapel when the Outreach 
Clinic opened. 

Nelson recalled the late 
clinic nights during those 
early years both clients had 
spoken of, and discussed 
the NNFHC’s current over-
all budget of $1.2 million, 
which is all raised by dona-
tion. 

Two clinic volunteers, 
Kitty Creeth and Eve 
Jordan of Northumberland 
County, spoke on the need 
for volunteers and for local 
funding support for clinic 
services. 

Over the years, the 
NNFHC has provided nearly 
$5 million worth of care to 
Westmoreland County resi-
dents.

The Agenda
Local Government News

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts presented 
the Imani Winds April 22 at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock.

The fourth in its On Stage 2011-12 series, this concert 
was sponsored by River Counties Community Foundation.

RCCF provided concert tickets to two LMS band stu-
dents and sponsored a morning performance by the Imani 
Winds at Lancaster High School April 23. 

From left are River Counties Community Foundation 
board member Gloria Wallace,  eighth-grade trombone 
player Kristen Shipman, eighth-grade clarinet player 
Laura Stickler and Rappahannock Foundation for the 
Arts vice president for presenters Loretta Warren.

Community Foundation
sponsors Imani Woods

Tara Brent, an Exten-
sion Agent for 4-H Youth 
Development with Lancaster 
County Virginia Cooperative 
Extension, has been named 
Volunteer of the Month for 
March 2012 by the Boys & 
Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck, according to unit direc-
tor Wardell Carter. 

During the last year that 
Brent has been volunteering 
at the club, she has taught 
healthy habits, team build-
ing and communication and 
babysitting. She is currently 
teaching a 12-session photog-
raphy class.

This summer, she plans to 
teach a class on comic book 
drawing and writing as well 
as another class on team 
building and communication. 

Brent “brings a wealth of 
knowledge and diverse activi-
ties to the club,” said Carter.

Brent was chosen as Volun-
teer of the Month because she 
is “very patient, energetic, 
and enjoys working with the 
children,” said Carter. “She 
has a way of making the 
classes fun and exciting, and 
she does a great job interact-

Brent is named a top volunteer

Tara Brent

ing with the members using 
hands-on activities during her 
sessions.”

Brent has a master’s in spe-
cial education from the Col-
lege of William and Mary and 
a bachelor’s in educational 
studies and psychology from 
the University of Delaware. 

SUBSCRIBE
435-1701

RRecord.com
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Rotary Club News
by Roy Cameron 

Time for a Fresh Approach

RESTORE Civility, Respect, Harmony & Professionalism to Our Town Council.
OPPOSE Increases to Local Town Taxes and Water/Sewer Rates.
PROVIDE An Independent Voice to Deal With Kilmarnock Town Issues.
WILL VOTE Only for Citizens’ Best Interests, Not a Member of Any Group.

GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCE - Over 15 years on the Planning Commission
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE - Over 25 years self-employed business leader
COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE - Red Cross, Chamber of Commerce, Rotary

Most of all I want to make a difference at the town hall for all of the Town’s Citizens 
and Local Businesses.  Please give me your support by voting for me Tuesday, 
May 1st.  Together, we will establish and maintain an open line of communication 
in order to listen to your wishes and needs.  Please call me as needed at 804-435-
0140 or email me at jane@janeludwig.com .

Paid for and authorized by Jane Ludwig Candidate for Kilmarnock Town Council.

The Richard Henry Lee 
Chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution 
held a luncheon meeting 
April 16 at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

Principal speaker Mark 
Brennan is the president 
of the Virginia Society 
of the Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution and a 
practicing attorney in 
Richmond for nearly 25 
years, said Norm Farley. 
He described the “Early 
History of the VASSAR.” 
He has held nearly every 
off ice in both the Rich-
mond and the Virginia 
State chapters of SAR.

 Founded in 1890, the 

Virginia chapter was the 
28th chapter and Patrick 
Henry’s grandson was its 

f irst member and its f irst 
president, explained Bren-
nan. The Tidewater chap-

ter founded in 1906 was 
the f irst Virginia chapter 
and although it ceased to 
be active in the 1920s, it 
reappeared in later years 
and today vies with the 
Richmond chapter for the 
honor of being the f irst 
in Virginia. Today there 
are 26 chapters with more 
than 1,500 members.   

Brennan graduated 
from the University of 
Delaware in 1983 and 
received his law degree 
from the University of 
Richmond Law School 
in 1986. Entering private 
practice in 1987, he is 
a partner in the f irm of 
Vandeventer Black.

Lancaster Community 
Library director Lindsy 
Gardner recently showed the 
Northern Neck Rotary Club 
members a few of the many 
ways the library is much 
more than just a bunch of 
books.

Many new services have 
and continue to come on line 
at the library according to 
Gardner. She demonstrated 
several for club members.

The library recently 
began technology training 
to meet community needs, 
she explained. Classes are 
offered in such areas as 
Facebook, apps, Kindle, 
Nook, I-devices, basic Win-
dows and Apple operations 
and more. The library staff 
also will schedule one-on-
one sessions to help indi-
viduals learn to use the new 
devices they received as 
gifts, according to Gardner.

The library also has intro-
duced new services on its 
website to enable holders of 
library cards to utilize ser-
vices without going to the 
library.

The first of these offer-
ings Gardner demonstrated 
is Mango, an interactive 
service contracted by the 
library to permit individuals 
to learn a variety of foreign 
languages, at a conversa-
tional level. Gardner chose 
to show the club members 
how the system worked by 
choosing the “Pirate” lan-
guage as a demonstration.

Many languages are avail-
able on the service free 
of charge and by adding a 
microphone to your com-
puter, the site will evaluate 

the user’s proficiency of the 
language, she said.

Freegal music, free legal 
music, is another service 
available on the website. 
Patrons may down load up to 
three songs per month from 
a generous library from the 
Sony catalog, she said.

The library also contracted 
with the facility Overdrive 
and with other Virginia 
libraries to permit patrons 
to “check-out” e-books for 
a period up to three weeks.   
The user may set up an 
account so that when they 
leave the book and return, it 
takes them back to the page 
where they last stopped.

The virtual library has a 
limited number of copies 
of a title available and if 
the book is being used by 
another person it will not 
be available. A waiting list, 
however, permits the person 
to be notified when the 
desired book becomes avail-
able. Books are available to 
most all e-readers as well as 
the patron’s home computer. 
Downloadable audio books 
also are available through 
the web site.

The new and ever-grow-
ing applications available at 
lancasterlibrary.org enable a 
significant enhanced value 
to the services available at 
the library.

Gardner urges patrons to 
visit the library, get a library 
card and get some basic 
instruction on the use of the 
website.

The Northern Neck 
Rotary Club meets at 7:30 
a.m. Wednesdays at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.

The year 2012 marks major com-
memorations of several historical 
events. It is the 100th anniversary of 
the Titanic disaster, the 150th of the 
Civil War, and the 200th of the War 
of 1812. 

It is also the 360th anniversary 
of Lancaster’s earliest documented 
County Court session and the 270th 
anniversary of the county seat in the 
village of Lancaster.  

Lancaster County was founded in 
1651 and the first recorded County 
Court was held January 1, 1652, in 
the home of Col. Moore Fauntle-
roy. Until a courthouse was built, 
the Court met in the homes of the 
justices who comprised the county’s 
governing panel.  

The exact location of Lancaster’s 
first courthouse is unknown, but 
county records allude to one built 
around 1655 on the western side of 
the Corotoman River, probably in 
the area of Millenbeck or Towles 
Point.  In 1698, the Court moved 
to Queenstown and ordered a new 
brick courthouse and prison built by 
Robert Carter for 45,000 pounds of 
tobacco.  

In April 1742, the Court moved 
again and held its first session in the 
current Lancaster village, in a new 
building described as “handsomely” 
and “neatly” made.  In 1738, Lan-

caster County inhabitants had peti-
tioned the Governor, “complaining 
of the inconvenient situation of their 
[Queenstown] Court House which is 
inaccessible to many of the people 
except by water and that at a very 
dangerous landing.”

The Governor ordered the County 
Court to erect a new courthouse, 
prison, pillory, and stocks at a more 
convenient location near the field 
where the militia already held muster. 
James Jones undertook the building 
for 49,600 pounds of tobacco. 

This courthouse no longer exists, 
but survey plats place it where the 
Mary Ball Washington Museum 
parking lot is now, near the extant 
1797 Clerk’s Office.  Court records 
also contain instructions to the 
builder. The plan describes an 
impressive two-story brick structure 
38 by 28 feet with a rounded “com-
pass” end to fit a raised, semi-cir-
cular justices’ bench, at least eight 
windows, whitewashed plastered 
walls, 14-foot ceilings, and “good 
Dragon Swamp shingles.”

The main courtroom would be 
downstairs and a jury meeting room 
upstairs.  Fine craftsmanship and 
sophisticated style are called for 
with decorative rubbed bricks and 
detailed cornices, wainscots, bal-
usters and other woodwork. This 

building was in use for 119 years 
until it was replaced in 1861 by 
the larger courthouse just down the 
road, now used as the county admin-
istration building.  

County Court met six to 12 times 
a year to handle petty civil and 
criminal cases.  For major cases and 
appeals, a system of circuit courts 
evolved with a traveling judge visit-
ing each county only twice a year.  
Court days were important for both 
governmental and social reasons.

Historian Carolyn Jett writes, 
“Long before the appointed hour, 
county residents began arriving, 
some on foot, some by rough farm 
wagons, and a few in carriages.  
Some came to conduct legal busi-
ness…Others came to participate 
in a case…Some came to buy and 
sell…But many came only for the 
excitement of the event: hearing and 
discussing the cases on the docket, 
greeting friends and acquaintances 
who lived a distance away, giving 
and receiving news.”

The influx of people supported 
the growth of the village with tav-
erns, stores, trade shops and other 
services. Court day crowds also 
turned the courthouse grounds into 
a spectacle of sights and sounds as 
they joined in a variety of sports, 
games and other amusements.  

From left are Rotarian Rick Turney and Lindsy Gardner.

Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library Notes
by Karen Hart, executive director

360 Years of Lancaster County Court Days

State president speaks to Sons of American Revolution

From left are Mark Brennan and chapter president 
David Bressett.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—This week I 
am here in the “Queen City” to attend a 
conference and deliver a lecture on his-
tory. My last time here was 30 years ago, 
and that was passing through on the train, 
by car even further back. Today walking 
around downtown I recognize practically 
nothing. 

As with many other American cities 
that boomed during the expansive days of 
the former economy, much of the fabric 
of the old Charlotte has been replaced 
with high-rise apartments and skyscrap-
ers. Occasionally a venerable church 
or public building anchors a neighbor-
hood, but for the most part the scene here 
appears to continue to be on the upswing 
despite the current economy. New build-
ings continue to rise skyward, indicating 
that some investors have confidence in 
the economic future, as witnessed by our 
hotel undergoing a massive renovation.

Charlotte takes its nickname from its 
namesake, Queen Charlotte, the wife of 
King George III of England. Today it is a 
financial hub for the entire Southeast. A 
short hop north of town is Mooresville, 
the headquarters of Lowe’s, where Aun-
tie’s grandson, David Lee, of Kilmarnock, 
manages the sustainable energy program. 

The city began in the 1760s, as did the 

reign of the Consort and her husband, and 
three-quarters of a century later it became 
the site of the first American gold rush 
when the precious metal was discovered 
in the hills outside of town. The ensuing 
influx of population set the town on a path 
to financial prominence.

One of the signature events in the city’s 
history came with the decision of the 
United States Mint to begin gold coin 
production here at the source of mining, 
rather than to transport the refined ore 
to Philadelphia for minting. The age’s 
leading proponent of neo-classical archi-
tecture, William Strickland, designed a 

building modeled after a Greek temple. In 
the pediment above the main entrance, he 
placed an enormous gilded eagle sculp-
ture with full wings expanded. He made 
a profound statement with his structure, 
namely, that Charlotte, as a place of 
national importance, had arrived.  

Strickland was the student and pro-
tégé of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, and he, 
perhaps most of all among the architects 
of his era, worked to conform the classi-
cal style of architecture to the then con-
temporary needs. Thus, a Greek temple 
became a mint building, as did another of 
his projects with the Second Bank of the 
United States in Philadelphia.  

Here in Charlotte he chose a site in the 
center of the city for his imposing edifice, 
but 20th-century progress brought new 
demands for the site as the city post office 
wanted to enlarge its facility. In the 1930s, 
his building was dismantled, and partially 
reconstructed in a park three miles east 
of its original location. The reconfigured 
building became home to North Caro-
lina’s first art museum.

Unfortunately, the new site turned out 
to be in a flood plain, causing the con-
struction again of a new modern museum 
on high ground back in the downtown 
section of the city. The Strickland recon-

struction is most noted for its splendid 
exhibit of the products of its initial pur-
pose, the minting of gold coins.  

The display covers the entire history of 
how the gold was mined, minted, refined, 
and cast into U.S. coinage bearing the “C” 
for Charlotte on the reverse. The denomi-
nations were $2.50, $5 and $10.  As mint-
ages were short, consequently the coins 
are rare and highly collectible. The end of 
minting came after less than a quarter of 
a century, and the building served other 
purposes until its demolition and removal 
to the new location during the Great 
Depression.

Present plans call for new modifications 
to the museum to eliminate potential flood 
damage. The Strickland façade looks into 
a garden park, but seems somewhat bare 
without shutters on the windows, as they 
were in early photographs of the original 
site. Perhaps the forthcoming renovation 
will take them into account.  

The coinage exhibit is worth a trip to 
Charlotte in itself, as it depicts a pivotal 
segment of the growth of the new nation 
in the course of the 19th century. With 
its continuing growth, built upon such an 
illustrious past, the Queen City offers res-
idents and visitors alike a promising and 
engaging future.

As with many other 
American cities that 
boomed during the 
expansive days of the 
former economy, much of 
the fabric of the old Char-
lotte has been replaced 
with high-rise apartments 
and skyscrapers.

Focal Point

Lovin’ on a lilac

Photo by Sarah Bowis

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

(Reprints from the April 26, 1912, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Boat Notes
The Douglass Company, Inc., of 

Reedville, has contracted with the 
Harlen and Hollinsworth Co., of Wilm-
ington, Del., to build two fishing steam-
ers.   The vessels will be 150 ft. long, 
29 ft. beam and 11 ft. molded depth. 
They are to be driven by fore-and-aft 
compound engines, with cylinders 16 
inches and 33 inch cyclinder diameters 
and 26 inch stroke. The boilers will be 
equal to a workington pressure of 150 
pounds.    

Steamer Lancaster was disabled while 
en route to Freicksburg Wedesday of 
last week. She was towed to Freder-
icksburg and after some managed to get 
back to Baltimore under her own steam 
and was put in the shops, the Potomac 
taking her place.

Titanic
Death List 1,601.
Congress to probe matter of Titanic.
Only 739 saved.

White Stone
Capt. Joseph Davis, of Fishman, has 

moved into the home which he recently 
purchased in this village.

Misses Myrtle Squires, Ethel Ander-
ton, and Fannie Belle Adams recently 
spent the week end at “East Wing 
Field,” as guests of Miss Margaret Hen-
derson.

On Friday, April 26, two short plays, 
which are very humorous, will be given 
in the town hall. The titles, “The Mock 
Trial,” and “A Mother-in-law,” are 
enough to draw a crowd.

Proceeds to keep school open another 
month.

Mrs. Estelle Smith, of Heathsville, 
is visiting her daughter, Mrs. B. H. B. 
Hubbard.

Irvington
About twenty school people went 

from this section Wednesday to attend 
the convention at Newport News. They 
will leave there Saturday morning, stop-
ping at wharves along the river, and 
reaching Tappahannock by 6 or 7 p.m..

Mrs. A. P. Rowe, has been called to 
Baltimore to be with her mother, Mrs. 
W. L. Messick, of Irvington, who is 
taking treatment there for a time at the 
hospitals there.

Mrs. Lizzie Neals, of Morattico, is a 
guest of Mrs. S. P. Simmons.

Miss Kate George, of Bertrand, is 
spending this week with her sister, Mrs. 
A. James, Jr..

Millenbeck
T. D. Ficklin, Jr., of this place, left 

Friday of last week for Baltimore, 
where he goes to have an operation per-
formed for appendicitis. His brother, R. 
Loyd Ficklin, accompanied him.

Miss Helen Jett, of Lara, was the 
guest of Miss Eliza Doggett, last week.

E. A. Dodson, of Senora, while work-
ing on the buildings at the plant of the 
Taft Fish Co., last week had a fall which 
broke one rib. We are glad to report him 
able to be out again.

W. L. and G. Emlaw Lewis, have been 
named delegates from the Corrottoman 
Baptist Sunday School to the Northern 
Neck Sunday School Convention, which 
meets with the Fairport Baptist church 
on the fourth Sunday in May.

Mrs. E. T. Schools and daughter, Vir-
ginia, were visiting relatives in Middle-
sex in Middlesex last week.

Ottoman
Mrs. Loyd Ficklin spent Friday night 

at Urbanna, returning with Mr. Ficklin 
Saturday.

L. D. Stoneham, of Molusk, took 
Wednesdayís steamer at Ottoman for 
Baltimore, returning Saturday.

Miss Alvin Poole, is spending this 
week at the home of Judge and Miss 
Mollie Ewell, at Bertrand

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

I’m writing this letter 
regarding the coverage 
of Advanced Life Sup-
port (ALS) for Lancaster 
County. There’s more to the 
EMS field and the different 
levels of care that need to be 
researched before they are 
criticized. There are four dif-
ferent levels of providers in 
Virginia: EMT-Basic, EMT-
Enhanced, EMT-Intermedi-
ate and EMT-Paramedic.

When there is a possible 
heart attack call, the EMT-
Basic can administer the 
patients nitro if they have 
their own and they can open 
the squad drug box for aspi-
rin to give to the patient. 
The EMT-Basic can also 
obtain a 12-lead EKG to 
clarify whether there is an 
ST elevation which signifies 
a heart attack.

Although the EMT-Basic 
can’t interpret the EKG 
strip, the monitor’s print out 
tells the EMT whether it’s 
a cardiac event. With that 
knowledge the EMT can 
call for the helicopter and 
have the patient flown to a 
cardiac cath-lab hospital. 
The only difference between 
a paramedic handling a 
heart attack patient is that 
they can interpret the EKG, 
administer I.V. fluids, and 
give morphine for comfort 
measures.

Most heart attack victims 
get flown out by helicopter 
by all levels whether you 
are a paramedic or an EMT-
Basic. The helicopter staff 
will complete the tasks an 
EMT-Basic is not qualified 
for.

Either way the patient gets 
flown out and they receive 
the utmost care. If a patient 
is having a stroke, there’s 
nothing more a paramedic 
is going to do for your treat-
ment than an EMT, because 
there’s no drug you give in 
the back of the ambulance 
for that emergency.

Our squad has every level 
EMT listed above and pro-
vides ALS coverage to our 
jurisdiction when avail-
able and when is needed. 
If there was a need for a 
paramedic to come to the 
aid of every 911 call, then 
the state would require that. 
We meet all requirements 
set by the state and RGH for 
care in our area. Volunteers 
answered 381 calls last year, 
because we care and are here 
to serve the community.

Samantha Walton,
Kilmarnock-Lancaster County 

Volunteer Rescue Squad

Rescue squad 
is well staffed

I read with interest the 
letter in the April 19 paper 
demanding a higher level 
of service from the rescue 
squad.

Are not the day shift 
rescue squad members paid 
personnel, while the ones 
who are on at night volun-
teers? 

 How can the writer 

Can we afford
to demand more?

“demand” something of vol-
unteers—people who serve 
the community on their own 
time without pay?  The only 
way that we  have the right 
to “demand” something is if 
we are willing to pay for it 
through our taxes. 

Ernie Greene,
Ottoman

I joined the Northumber-
land County Republican 
Committee in 2009. 

Like so many Americans, 
I was thoroughly disgusted 
with what was happening 
to my country. I had been 
politically active in the 
past, but felt so much more 
was needed now. I thought 
the Republican committee 
would be a more powerful 
voice than any other civic 
group. I was wrong.

Government overreach, 
the economy, healthcare and 
other topics of concern.…
.never addressed. Discus-
sion of legislation in the 
current Virginia General 
Assembly session, an area 
where we can have an 
impact...…never addressed.  
Parties, picnics, oyster 
roasts and quilts dominated 
the year. A noteworthy 
scholarship fund was estab-
lished, but you don’t need 
a Republican committee to 
do that.

If an attempt was made 
“to do” something, people 
were called “troublemak-
ers.” told to “sit down,” or 
misrepresented as trying 
to oust current legislators. 
They were told they were 
being “disingenuous” to the 
committee.  

We were told numer-
ous times that the job of 
the committee “is to elect 
Republicans.”  Of course, 
this means Republicans 
crammed down our throats 
by the establishment, and 
look where that got us. 

Criticism of the Republi-
can establishment or search-
ing for better candidates is 
looked upon as anathema. 
The awful outcome of being 
shut out by this establish-
ment just might lead to a 
third party. 

The circus that happened 
on April 5 at the Northum-
berland High School audi-
torium, the Northumberland 
Republican Mass Meeting, 
was a gross violation of 
Republican Party rules and 
the incumbent chair was the 
ringmaster.

It was accomplished 
either by ignorance or by 
design. The core of the 
committee has been misin-
formed about the problem 
and the committee has been 
held hostage from being 
effective.

Sadly, I believe com-
plaints from members will 
fall on deaf ears, and the 
establishment will be the 
establishment.

We need a change of lead-
ership from the bottom up.

Dee Meredith,
Callao

Social committee
misses the mark

In case you haven’t heard, 
there is an election coming 
Tuesday for some Kilmar-
nock Town Council seats.

I urge everyone to vote. 
However, here’s a word of 

advice to the candidates and 
those who may be working 
the polls for them.

When I get out of my car 
at the polling place, please 
do not jump up in my face 
with your message, your 
flyer, or your pen. 

Sure, it’s polite to greet 
one another when meeting 
on the street, or the park-
ing lot. A simple wave will 
suffice.

You see, I wouldn’t be at 
the polls if I didn’t already 
know who will get my vote.

If I don’t I know by 
Tuesday, you won’t see me 
‘round the firehouse.

And, if you were in line 
to receive my vote—don’t 
count on it.

There is one exception. If 
you have a campaign button 
I’ll take one, on the way 
out. They might be worth 
something to collectors one 
day. 

By accepting your button, 
however, understand there is 
no guarantee I voted for you.

Speaking of guarantees, 
let’s be real.

No matter what promises 
you’ve heard, they can be 
broken. If the situation 
calls for it, they should be 
broken. Can promises be 
prudent?

Politicians are human. 
One of the most significant 
attributes of humans, sepa-
rating them from other spe-
cies, is the human mind.

Minds can be changed; 
that’s what separates us 
from sidewalks.

Let’s say there is a real 
need to raise taxes. Forget 
any promises that were 
made and by all means 
raise ‘em.

As a council member, 
you can change your mind. 
You can think for yourself.

Let’s say, for instance, 
you feel a need to hoot and 
holler, point fingers, place 
blame, call names and oth-
erwise act like you’ve got 
no common sense and no 
respect for self or others. 
Ask yourself, is it prudent?

When it comes such time 
council sessions turn to 
chaos, adjourn, leave, move 
on to something else. Go 
eat a cheeseburger.

By all means, don’t 
blame the newspaper for 
reporting it. 

As Kal Wilson says in 
Hunter’s Moon, by Randy 
Wayne White, “Censorship 
through intimidation is the 
first objective of tyranny. 
Once accomplished, the 
truth is easily perverted to 
serve the tyrant’s goals.”

And when this election 
is behind us, let’s have a 
bonfire and burn all those 
signs, after 4 p.m.
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Elect 
James E. “Jimmy” Smith

Kilmarnock Town Council • May 1st

Responsible Growth
Responsible Economics

Responsible Independent Voice
Responsible Fresh New Leadership

No Tax or Water/Sewer Rate Increase

A Better Tomorrow!
Authorized by Smith for Council

OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION
Republican Primary

The Constitution of Virginia requires that you be registered In the precinct 
In which you live in order to be qualified to vote.

Election Date: Tuesday, June 12, 2012. Polls open at 6:00 a.m. and close 
at 7:00 p.m.

The last Dav to Register to Vote or Update your Current Registration 
for this election is Monday, May 21, 2012.

Absentee Voting (for those unable to vote at their regular polling place on 
Election Day) is available Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at the Voter Registration Office, 8311 Mary Ball Rd., Administrative 
Building, Lower level, Lancaster, VA 22503. On Saturday, June 9, 2012, 
the Voter Registration Office will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for 
final in person absentee voting.

Should you have further questions, please call the Lancaster County 
Voter Registration Office at 462-5277

TO ALL KILMARNOCK CITIZENS
PLEASE VOTE MAY 1

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!

VOTE YOUR COMMON SENSE
AND SAVE OUR TOWN’S INTEGRITY !

ELECT
GRAVATT, NUNN, STRAUGHAN AND UMPHLETT

Paid for and authorized by Howard Straughan

Do you remember?
In June 1950, a replica of the Liberty Bell toured Virginia, making stops throughout 
the Commonwealth, including Kilmarnock. The town naturally staged a patriotic 
ceremony. From left are Miss Frances Moorman, who portrayed “Miss Liberty”;  E. 
Garnett Mercer Jr., who gave a welcoming address; George Noblett, who served as 
master of ceremonies; Mrs. W. S. Bryant, who told the story of the Liberty Bell; and 
T.W. Bonner III, who presented flowers in tribute to his Revolutionary ancestors and 
those of other citizens. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

In response to last week’s 
letter to the editor in regards 
to Advanced Life Sup-
port (ALS) coverage in the 
county, Lancaster County 
EMS (LCEMS) does pro-
vide some ALS coverage in 
the county but they are not 
always staffed as an ALS 
unit themselves.

There have been times 
when our paramedic ran 
with LCEMS due to the lack 
of an ALS provider. The vol-
unteers do have ALS provid-
ers and they respond when 
a certified EMT arrives on 
scene and determines that 
their assistance is needed.

While ALS coverage is 
the best of the best, it’s not 
always needed in the rural 
setting on every call. Under 
the direction of the local 
Operating Medical Direc-
tory, EMTs are allowed to 
do some ALS treatments 
which in other areas of the 
state are not allowed.

In order to be an Emer-
gency Medical Technician 
(EMT-BASIC) in Virginia 
you must complete a mini-
mum of 121 hours of class-
room and skills instruction 
in order to be eligible to test 
for your certification. You 
must then go pass a written 
and skill stations in order to 
become certified and prac-
tice.

After you become certi-
fied you have to complete 
a program with a veteran 
EMT before you are allowed 
to handle calls by yourself.

The VA Office of EMS 
regulates EMS agencies and 
sets standards. The require-
ment is that you must have a 
minimum of an EMT-Basic 
and a certified driver in order 
to answer an emergency call 
for service.

The Kilmarnock-Lan-
caster County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad has always 
met those requirements set 
forth by the state and has 
always been in compliance.

If you have an issue in 
regards to our patient care, 
or if you even have some 
questions, please feel free to 
contact us.

Wayne Walton
Kilmarnock-Lancaster County 

Volunteer Rescue Squad

Responders 
are well qualified

Ignoring my father’s 
advice from years ago (“Just 
because you have a mouth 
doesn’t mean you need to 
open it”), I feel compelled 
to jump in the fray regarding 
Mrs. Romney’s “work” as a 
mother of five boys.

If one calls a couple 
“hunter” and “gatherer,” I 
am a hunter. MaryLou is 
the gatherer. Recently, I 
have been left to be a hunter 
and gatherer here while she 
tends to family in Ohio. If 
it were not for friends feed-
ing me, I would have wasted 
away to nothing.

I have learned that uten-

Consider all that
women accomplish

sils in the kitchen are job-
specific, unlike my Snap-On 
tools, where one can use a 
screwdriver as a punch or 
prybar. A garlic squisher 
really shouldn’t be used to 
try to make strawberry juice 
for shortcake.

No matter how small a 
cat, the launched contents of 
its stomach can be incred-
ible—2 a.m. is an unreason-
able hour for animal talk.

Beer and crackers become 
a major food group.

You can’t hide dirt: you 
have to sweep, vacuum, and 
scrub.  I cannot sweep fast 
enough to get those wormy 
things that drop off pine 
trees off the deck, or out of 
the house.

When a broken-hearted 
child calls and pours her 
heart out to dad (hunter), 
when it’s really mom (gath-
erer) she needs, it is a help-
less feeling for the hunter. 
Sometimes, being a hunter 
is no fun.    

 Regardless of your feel-
ings about job-working 
moms verses stay-at-home 
moms, a “hunter” who 
walks through the door in 
the afternoon, saying “We 
aren’t having spaghetti 
again, are we?” and “Why 
haven’t we made love in the 
last three weeks?” is aching 
to be the poster child for the 
Planned Parenthood Asso-
ciation.  

I am impressed times ten 
at all women accomplish—
especially while taking care 
of “hunters!”

Grid Michal,
Urbanna

Last week, I wrote a letter 
and there was a typographi-
cal error. It stated that I had 
been placed in a “difficult” 
financial situation when it 
should have read that I had 
been placed in a “distaste-
ful” one.

I paid to hook up to town 
water several years ago 
when there was no sewer 
service available. Now, my 
septic tank is failing, which 
is costly, as I have to have 
it pumped frequently and I 
wish to hook up to the town 
sewer.

This is going to cost me to 
reach the main hook-up, so 
you can see it is distasteful. 
Several of my friends called 
as they were concerned 
about my “difficult” finan-

Distasteful 
situation

cial situation and I simply 
want to make the record 
clear.

Carter Roane,
Kilmarnock

gift idea?
Rappahannock
Record Online
fast. affordable. easy.

804.435.1701 ex 16

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) is endors-
ing legislation to help protect 
farm families from federal 
estate tax levies when a farm 
owner dies.

Senate Bill 2242, called 
the Death Tax Repeal Perma-
nency Act of 2012, is similar 
to H.R. 1259, which calls for 
permanently repealing the 
federal estate tax and genera-
tion-skipping transfer tax and 
locking in a $5 million life-
time gift tax exemption and 
35% gift tax rate.

Estate taxes continue to be 
a problem for farmers, said 
AFBF president Bob Stall-
man in a letter to the sponsor 
of S. 2242. When estate taxes 
on an agricultural business 
exceed cash and other liquid 
assets, the tax can cripple a 
family-owned farm or ranch 
and hurt the rural communi-
ties and businesses that agri-
culture supports, he said.

“Farmers and ranchers 
across the nation support this 
legislation, because estate tax 
reform has been one of our pri-
orities for years,” said Wilmer 
Stoneman, associate director 
of governmental relations for 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion. “If our farmers want to 
pass their farms on to the next 
generation, they need this leg-
islation. Without it, their heirs 
won’t be able to afford the 
taxes.”

The Unemployment Insur-
ance Reauthorization and Job 
Creation Act of 2010 set the 
estate tax exemption at $5 
million per person, with a top 
tax rate for 35% for 2011 and 
2012. Without Congressional 
action, in 2013 the estate tax 
exemption will shrink to $1 
million per person, and the 
top rate will increase to 55%.

“This will strike a blow to 
farm and ranch operations 
trying to transition from 

one generation to the next,” 
Stallman said. “A $1 million 
exemption is not high enough 
to protect a typical farm or 
ranch able to support a family 
and, when coupled with a top 
rate of 55%, can be especially 
difficult for farm and ranch 
businesses.”

The “on-again, off-again” 
nature of estate tax law 
makes it difficult for farmers 
o engage in the transfer of a 
family business he added.

“While estate tax planning 
may be able to protect some 
family farms and ranches from 
the devastation of estate taxes, 
planning tools are costly and 
take money needed to oper-
ate and expand businesses,” 
he said. “Even with plan-
ning, changing asset values 
and family situations make it 
impossible to guarantee that 
a well-thought-out estate plan 
will protect a family business 
from estate taxes.”

Farm Bureau endorses estate tax reform
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ELECT TRAVIS ABBOTT
KILMARNOCK TOWN COUNCIL

As a lifelong resident, I am sensitive to the culture and heritage 
of our community.
I am not a member of a group/slate and I believe that a “slate” 
that would vote as a block would be harmful to Kilmarnock.
I am also sensitive to your economic circumstances and I will not 
vote for new or higher taxes and increases in your water & sewer 
rates.
Our citizens and businesses need a voice regarding issues that 
aren’t currently being addressed.
I do not have any personal agenda against the Mayor, the Town 
Manager or anyone else in our town government.
I WILL LISTEN to our residents and business owners and help 
move Kilmarnock forward in a positive direction.

“Working together, we can make 
a great town even better!”

VOTE Travis Abbott 
on MAY 1st

Fresh new leadership for Kilmarnock
Lifelong resident of Kilmarnock
Graduate of Lancaster High School
Attended Virginia Commonwealth University
19 years serving the Kilmarnock Volunteer Rescue Squad
Currently serving on the Kilmarnock Planning Commission
Employed by Navy Region Mid Atlantic Fire & Emergency Services

Paid for and authorized by Travis Abbott

My time on the Kilmarnock Planning 
Commission has shown me both what is right 
and what is wrong with our local government.

WA R S AW — U n d e r 
the leadership of Presi-
dent Wallace McGinness, 
board members of Hospice 
Support Services of the 
Northern Neck (HSSNN) 
met recently to review the 
organization’s accomplish-
ments, discuss volunteer 
needs and formulate fund 
raising plans to meet the 
2012 budget needs.

Director Jane Scates 
noted HSSNN was estab-
lished in 1987 as a vol-
unteer-based, community 
coalition hospice.  

Scates said HSSNN cur-
rently provides support 
services necessitated by 
terminal illness or life-
altering events to residents 
throughout the four county 
Northern Neck, free of 
charge.  

According to Scates 
these services may include 
providing incontinent sup-
plies, food supplement 
assistance, medical alarm 
services, hospital beds, 
wheel chairs, transpor-

tation for doctor visits, 
regular contact and much 
needed relief to caregivers 
in the form of friendship 
and connection for the 
incredibly stressful job of 
coping with a loved one’s 
life threatening illness. 

“Sometimes it’s just a 
friendly visit and a few 
words of conversation that 
makes a difference,” said 
Scates.

All of these services are 
available to all residents 
of the Northern Neck, she 
added.

Treasurer Evelyn Neal 
reported that during 2011, 
HSSNN had spent $80,296 
for dietary supplements, 
incontinent supplies and 
medical alarm services.  
She said the organization 
has one paid employee and 
received no government 
support or insurance reim-
bursement.  

“We are totally depen-
dent on fund raising events 
and charitable donations 
from individuals, churches, 

Northern Neck Hospice organization
conducts strategy session; issues plea
to constituents served and the public

Hospice Support Services of 
the Northern Neck president 
Wallace McGinnes (above) 
says, “All contributions are 
most gratefully accepted,, 
no amount is too small to 
matter.”

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide returns for the 2012 season 
this week to newsstands and “blue boxes” throughout 
the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula.
The May edition spotlights “Strawberry Time” with 

feature stories on the annual Strawberry Festival at St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Heathville, picking your 
own berries as well as growing your own. 
Another feature article focuses on “Pet-friendly Rivah 

Spots,” including lodging, restaurants, and other places 
that “accept pets as people too.”
Regular readers will notice a new glossy cover and eye-

catching efforts to make the calendars and directories 
even more reader-friendly. 

Return to The Rivah!

RICHMOND—A study 
released today by the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
shows costs related to the 
disease are mounting at a fast 
pace.

In 2012 alone, the costs 
of caring for people with 
Alzheimer’s are expected to 
approach $200 billion in the 
U.S.  Virginia ranks 10th in 
the U.S. in total costs related 
to Alzheimer’s unpaid care-
giving.  

The 2012 Alzheimer’s 
Disease Facts and Figures 
indicates that more than 5.4 
million Americans are cur-
rently living with the dis-
ease. Those in Virginia total 
about 130,000.

 “Thousands of our fellow 
Virginians are dying every 
year from Alzheimer’s, and 

some of them are still in their 
middle years,” said Sherry 
Peterson, chief executive 
officer of the association’s 
Greater Richmond Chapter. 
“It’s no surprise that Alzheim-
er’s is now the sixth leading 
cause of death in America. 
This is an epidemic that must 
be addressed.” 

The study also showed 
Medicare payments for an 
older person with Alzheim-
er’s or other dementias are 
nearly three times higher 
while Medicaid payments 
are 19 times higher than for 
seniors without Alzheimer’s 
and other dementias. 

At the current pace, some-
one in the U.S. develops 
Alzheimer’s disease every 68 
seconds.

“Unless something is 

done, there will be more 
than 160,000 Virginians with 
the disease by 2025. That’s 
a 60-percent jump since the 
year 2000,” Peterson warned.

 The study also revealed:

individuals in the United 
States have Alzheimer’s and 
live alone, and up to half of 
these individuals do not have 
an identifiable caregiver.

who live alone are at greater 
risk of jeopardized health 
than those who live with 
others, including greater risk 
of missed or delayed diagno-
sis and increased risk for self-
neglect, including malnutri-
tion and untreated medical 
conditions.

-
er’s and live alone are also at 

increased risk of wandering 
away from home unattended 
and for accidental death, pos-
sibly due to lack of recogni-
tion of harmful situations and 
delays in seeking medical 
attention.

-
pounded by the fact that 
many individuals who live 
alone are often in denial of 
how serious their cognitive 
impairment is and refuse 
help from others.

“The enormity of this 
health crisis underscores the 
urgent need for a national 
Alzheimer’s plan. Our chapter 
is actively involved in urging 
our representatives in Con-
gress to create such a plan.  
We’re also seeking a similar 
plan for the Commonwealth 
of Virginia,” said Peterson. 

civic clubs, other organiza-
tions and businesses,” she 
said. 

It is through the com-
bined generosity of these 
groups and the American 
spirit of supporting fellow 
man that HSSNN is able to 
continue providing assis-
tance to those who need it 
most, added Neal. 

Board member John 
McConnico said HSSNN’s 
69 volunteers had driven 
44,256 miles and logged 
3,206 hours in serving over 
175 client neighbors.  He 
stressed that as the popula-
tion ages, there will be an 
even greater demand. 

“This is why we are 
appealing to our current 
and future ‘Friends of Hos-
pice’ for financial assis-
tance now,” he said.  “We 
hope we have earned your 
trust and support,” said 
McConnico, “and we need 
your financial help.” 

For 2012, HSSNN antic-
ipates a $21,000 budget 

shortfall because the 
organization will not par-
ticipate in or financially 
benefit from the Turkey 
Shoot Regatta as it usually 
has he said.  In discussing 
avenues to make up for the 
loss, he said the organiza-
tion would appeal both to 
families whose loved ones 
may have received comfort 
and services from Hospice, 
and also to the public.

Board president McGin-
ness reaffirmed HSSNN’s 
need for operating funds 
and said he had faith in the 
generosity of neighbors 
helping neighbors.  “That’s 
really what it’s all about,” 
he said.

McGinness noted a 
$35.50 donation would 
enable the donor to provide 
24 days dietary supple-
ment for a nutritionally at 
risk patient.  For a diabetic 
patient that amount would 
be $65.94, and for $240.00 
one could supply a medi-
cal alarm service for one 
person for one year.

“We really need the com-
munity to step up,” said 
McGinness.    

To “A Friend of Hos-
pice” and help it continue 
providing dietary supple-
ments, wheel chairs and 
other services in memory 
of a loved one,  make a 
memorial contribution to 
HSSNN or a donation.

Make contributions pay-
able to HSSNN and mail 
to:  P. O. Box 262, Warsaw, 
VA 22572.

“All contributions are 
most gratefully accepted,” 
said McGinness. “No 
amount is too small to 
matter.”  

Study shows skyrocketing costs for Alzheimer’s Care
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