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KILMARNOCK—Rappahan-
nock General Hospital invites the 
public to a 35-year anniversary open 
house from 4 to 6 p.m. today, April 
19.

The celebration will include 
tours, free screenings, a  LifeEvac3 
helicopter, nutrition consultations, 
Bon Secours’ Bonnie the Bunny, 
children’s displays, refreshments, a 
“Summer Fun in the Sun” gift basket 
raffle, courtesy of Walgreens, for all 

who take a tour of the facility. 
“As a community-owned hospi-

tal, we couldn’t survive without the 
tremendous support we receive from 
the people in this area. We’d be hon-
ored to show you all what your loy-
alty has done to advance this hospi-
tal over the years,” said president and 
chief executive officer Jim Holmes. 
“Come by and see what we’ve 
accomplished together to provide 
the best care for this community.”

Three years ago, Brad Smith 
took $100, bought some good, 

used junk and turned it into a 
money-making venture he hopes 
will pay his college tuition. 

Brad is a 15-year-old sopho-
more at Lancaster High School 
and arguably the youngest entre-
preneur in the county. He owns 
and operates the Big Red Flea in 
Lancaster Courthouse. 

The flea market held its grand 
opening for the season two weeks 
ago and Brad sold almost 1,000 
items that day and served 220 
customers. 

He arrived at the market at 5 
a.m. on opening day, as excited as 
a kid on Christmas morning, he 
said. He posted his sunrise open-
ing to all his loyal followers on the 
Big Red Flea’s Facebook page. 

He had spent every night at the 
market for a week, cleaning, sort-
ing and pricing. He spent about 
60 hours of prep time getting the 
market ready for its season open-
ing, and that wasn’t buying time. 
That was only set-up hours. He 
prices every item in the market 
and there are tens of thousands of 
items.

“I’ve got a regular group of 
customers that come every Sat-
urday,” he said. “I get to know 
them and talk to them and know 
exactly what they’re looking for. 
Sometimes when I’m buying out 
a sale, I think, now that person 
would like that.”

It’s his second season in busi-
ness and the market is bigger and 
better this year than last, he said. 

“There’s something for every-

body,” said Brad, who buys his 
goods at estate sales, going-out-
of-business sales and storage unit 
sales. He’ll also come clean out 
and buy a garage or whole house 
and yard sale leftovers. 

“I’m really starting to learn 
about items and what they are 
worth,” said Brad. “If it’s some-
thing unusual that I don’t know 
about, I research it.”

The son of William and Cathy 
Smith of Kilmarnock, Brad was 
cleaning out his great-grandpar-

ents’ house a couple of years ago 
and holding yard sales a couple of 
times a week when he got the idea 
for a flea market.

With concrete and wood floors, 
the 12,000-square-foot barn-like 
building was originally built as a 
tomato cannery. It later became a 
hardware store and about 15 years 
ago was opened as a flea market. 
It’s operated off and on as such 
with different managers until Brad 
started renting it. He uses about 
7,000 square feet as showroom 

space and another 2,000 for stor-
age. The rest of the building is 
used for storage by someone else. 

“I run it all and everything is 
in my name. Well, except for the 
business ownership for taxes. Of 
course that has to be in my dad’s 
name,” said Brad. “But the bills, 
like the electric bill, are in my 
name. It all comes to me.”

Open Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Sunday from noon to 4 p.m., the 
flea market is chock full of every-

thing and anything from ceramic 
angels and rusted tins to new toys 
and yard items. 

“I try to keep it sorted and try to 
keep it clean,” said Brad.

“Three years ago I started with 
$100 and bought some yard sale 
stuff, and now it’s grown into this 
business. 

“And the whole purpose is 
to save money for college,” he 
added. 

An honor roll and Northern 
Neck Governor’s School student, 
Brad plans to major in business 
in college and post-graduation 
would love to open an auction 
house, maintain the flea market 
and maybe add a pawn shop to his 
chain. 

His best sellers are the nauti-
cal and collectible items. During 
the fall and just before closing 
for the season in December, his 
Christmas room is the hot spot. 
It’s filled now with hundreds of 
decorations, including lights and 
tree ornaments.

“If people come in and they’re 
looking for something in particu-
lar, I’ll try and find it for them 
later,” he said. “I keep new stuff 
coming in every week so every 
time somebody comes there’s 
something new to see.”

Although it’s primarily a fam-
ily-run business with Brad and 
his dad doing most of the buying 
and selling, he does have one 
employee. She’s invaluable, said 
Brad, when he’s out on a Saturday 
buying spree. 

“I’m in there as much as I can 
be,” he said. “And this summer, 
I’ll be there greeting customers 
and shaking hands.”

KILMARNOCK—Town manager Tom Saunders 
on Monday was cleared of allegations that he col-
luded with town police against Mayor Raymond 
Booth.

Council members emerged from a lengthy closed 
session and returned a unanimous vote of confidence 
for Saunders and cleared him of all of the mayor’s 
allegations. 

The motion by member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn 
passed 5-0 and was supported by 
members Mae Umphlett, Paul 
Jones, Denis Bouslough and vice 
mayor William Smith. Council-
man Shawn Donahue did not 
attend the meeting.

“The town manager was vindi-
cated by the results of the closed 
session Monday night in that sev-
eral salacious accusations against 
him were determined by council  
to be untrue and a result of per-
sonal vindictiveness,” Nunn said 
after the meeting.  “Addition-
ally, the town manager received 
a splendid personnel evaluation 
from the majority of council and 
all five council members present  
unanimously gave the town manager a vote of con-
fidence.”

The decision was the climax of a long-standing 
riff between the mayor and town manager. Members 
would not discuss what was said in closed session; 
however, several council members said the mayor’s 
allegations were made in a public meeting. 

According to Saunders, Booth’s allegations of col-
lusion were made in a public meeting of the police 
and safety committee on February 13, 2012. When 
asked for an explanation, the mayor brought up an 
arrest incident that happened prior to his election to 
mayor, reported Saunders.

Booth was arrested on a misdemeanor charge of 
assault of a family member in November 2009, when 
he was serving in an appointed position as chairman 
of the town planning commission. 

The town police officer who responded to the early 
morning domestic dispute reported he was verbally 
abused by Booth. 

Because Booth was a representative of town gov-
ernment, Saunders issued a letter reprimanding him 
for verbally threatening and abusing the officer. 

“I, all of us actually, have been subjected to a lot 
of crude bluster and noise from the mayor over the 

last two years. But most of the time, trusting that the 
people can see what’s really going on and consider-
ing the source, you let it go as not being worthy of 
a response,” Saunders said. “But when he accused 
me and Kilmarnock’s police department of colluding 
against him, I had to call him on it. It was a laugh-
able accusation but he made it and we owe it to the 
men and women who wear the badge to loudly refute 
his slander. I was pleased that council agreed unani-
mously that the charges were baseless.”

Umphlett, who serves on the police commit-
tee, said she slept well last night 
knowing she had testified truth-
fully about the allegations. 

“I hope this puts an end to all 
of it and I’m glad council supports 
Tommy,” she said. 

However, Booth denied the alle-
gations had anything to do with 
the arrest incident. His record was 
cleared after two years without 
further incident. In response to 
council’s vote of confidence for 
the town manager, Booth submit-
ted a written statement.  

“Obviously I cannot release 
details of a closed session...Mr. 
Saunders’ personal requests for 
this performance evaluation at this 

particular time just before the upcoming election 
brought into question its timeliness and appropriate-
ness,” Booth wrote. “There were concerns expressed 
that political motives were at play here as the ‘Nunn 
slate’...have falsely accused me and several of the 
other candidates running for council of having an 
agenda to fire the town manager. There is simply no 
truth to these rumors and allegations. Personally, I 
have no problem with Mrs. Nunn’s vote of confidence 
motion regarding Mr. Saunders. He is a capable town 
manager...if Mrs. Nunn and her group would stop 
pitting the town manager and I against each other by 
trying to micro-manage the town office, I believe he 
and I can work well together to advance the needs of 
our citizens.”

“It’s ironic the mayor would accuse someone else 
of micro-managing the town office—but if he’s 
against micro-managing, I’m glad to hear it,” Saun-
ders said.

“For Booth to attempt to make Mr. Saunders’ 
request for a personnel evaluation political is pathetic 
and more of his usual blustering,” said Nunn. “Mr. 
Saunders was attacked by Booth at a meeting in Feb-
ruary and shortly after that Mr. Saunders requested 
an evaluation.”

Teenage entrepreneur saves his profits for college tuition

Brad Smith stocks his Big Red Flea in Lancaster with everything from old music albums and VHS movies 
to new garden tools and furniture. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Mikayla Meadows Self-portrait collage

LMS eighth-grader wins
annual regional art contest
Mikayla Meadows, an eighth-

grader at Lancaster Middle, 
recently placed first in the Virginia 
School Boards Association (VSBA) 
Eastern Regional Art Contest.  

This student art show is now a 
tradition at the regional forums of 
the VSBA, explained art teacher 
Marilyn Sprouse. Each school divi-
sion is asked to enter three pieces 
of student art—elementary, middle 
and high school. 

For each of Virginia’s nine 

regions, a winner is selected and is 
awarded a ribbon and certificate. 

Meadows’ self-portrait collage 
along with works by other winners 
may be viewed at vsba.org, said 
Sprouse.

Winning student art works will be 
framed and rotated for display in the 
offices of the Secretary of Educa-
tion, Department of Education and 
the VSBA for a year before being 
returned to the school division for 
return to the student, she said.

The Lancaster schoolwide annual student 
art show will be open to the public from 9 
a.m. to noon Saturday, April 21, at Lancaster 
Middle School in Kilmarnock.

Community is invited to open house

Town manager receives 
council’s vote of confidence

by Audrey Thomasson

“The town manager was 
vindicated by the results of 
the closed session Monday 
night in that several sala-
cious accusations against 
him were determined by 
council  to be untrue and 
a result of personal vin-
dictiveness.”

—Council member
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn



InsideNews      April 19, 2012
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, editor@RRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, lvaldrighi@RRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, athomasson@RRecord.com
Shannon Rice

extension 28, srice@RRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, sara.amiss@RRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, mail@RRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, marilyn@RRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, troy@RRecord.com

Classified Advertising:
classifieds@RRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701
or click “Classifieds” at www.RRecord.com

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, wayne@RRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, ssimmons@RRecord.com

Sarah Bowis
extension 17, sarah@RRecord.com

Gloria Bosher, 
extension 17, gloria@RRecord.com

Brenda Burtner, 
extension 24. mail@RRecord.com

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, fgaskins@RRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business manager

extension 21, koliver@RRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts manager

extension 14, lbishoff@RRecord.com
Angela Garrett, Accounts manager
extension 12, agarrett@RRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation manager

extension 16, circulation@RRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

County; $37 per year elsewhere. 
Single copy: $.75.

appahannock
 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

Published weekly except Christmas week 
at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA.

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 
22482 and additional mailing offices. 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

How to reach us:
To reach members of the staff, dial the 

main phone number, 435-1701, and 
then the employee’s extension when 
prompted, or use the e-mail address.

Doug Wilt 
John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock
(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477

©2008-2011 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance 
Company. Home office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are 
federally registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer non-
Nationwide homeowners insurance products only in FL.

Contact us about available discounts 
on your auto insurance.

Switch to 
Nationwide®  
and save.

TRAVIS ABBOTT FOR KILMARNOCK TOWN COUNCIL
Fresh new leadership for Kilmarnock

Lifelong resident of Kilmarnock

Graduate of Lancaster High School, attended 
Virginia Commonwealth University

19 years service in the Kilmarnock Volunteer Rescue Squad

Serving on Planning Commission

Lieutenant @ Navy Region Mid Atlantic Fire 
& Emergency Services

“Working together, we make a great town even better!”

VOTE TRAVIS ABBOTT ON MAY 1ST

My time on the Kilmarnock Planning Commission has shown me both 
what is right and what is wrong with our local government. As a 

lifelong resident, I am sensitive to the heritage of our community. Our 
citizens and businesses need a voice regarding issues that aren’t 

currently being addressed. I WILL LISTEN to our residents and business 
owners and help move Kilmarnock forward in a positive direction.

Paid for and authorized by Travis Abbott

★
★
★

★
★
★

IRVINGTON—Despite 
reservations, the Irvington 
Town Council last Thurs-
day voted on three separate 
requests to spend some $1,180 
in unbudgeted funds. 

Council voted unani-
mously, 5-0, to approve an 
extra $155 in expenses for the 
completion of the town web-
site. Some $1,200 had been 
budgeted for the website, but 
the final bill of $555 from 
contractor Dennis Nagle was 
$155 over that amount. Kath-
leen Pollard made the motion 
to approve the bill and Dr. 
Robert Westbrook seconded 
it with Pollard, Westbrook, 
Gene Edmonds, Jerry Latell 
and Edward Sulick all voting 
to approve. 

Councilman Wayne Nun-
nally was not in attendance. 

At the urging of Pollard, 
council also voted 5-0 to 
approve $525 for advertising 
in the Local Scoop, a regional 
magazine published three 
times a year. 

The half-page ad costs 
$1,050, according to Pol-
lard. However, the Village 
Improvement Association 
(VIA) is paying half, she 
said. 

The ad would include the 
VIA calendar of events for 
2012 and would be published 
in the summer edition. 

“It’s unfortunate that things 

come up and have to be 
decided quickly,” said West-
brook. 

This “should be a budget 
discussion next time,” he 
added. 

But Westbrook agreed 
advertising in the magazine 
was a good idea and made 
the motion to approve the 
expenditure. Sulick offered a 
second. 

Westbrook also made a 
request for funding, saying 
that during the council’s 
recent budget work session 
members discussed buying 
a projector instead of bor-
rowing one each time it’s 
needed. He asked council 
to consider purchasing one 
he had found on the internet 
at a cost of $499.99. West-
brook said he could have 
the projector shipped free. 

Pollard made the motion 
to purchase the projector 
and Edmonds made the 
second. Council approved 
the motion, 5-0. 

Council also unanimously 
awarded a contract to Paul 
Elbourn for the installation 
of the town flags, banners 
and Christmas decora-
tions for the 2012 season. 
Elbourn, who has done 
the work for several years, 
increased his fee by $500 to 
cover the rental of a bucket 
truck.

Council members noted 
expenses for everything 

from truck rentals to gas 
have increased. 

The first payment to Elbourn 
would be due in November 
2012 and would be allocated 
in next year’s budget. 

Edmonds made the motion 
to accept Elbourn’s bid and 
Latell made the second. 

Council set its next work 
session for the fiscal year 
2013 budget for Monday, 
April 23, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
town office. The public is 
invited but no comments will 
be heard. 
Beyond finances

In other business, council 
voted 5-0 to approve a reso-
lution celebrating Charles 
Carter, son of Robert “King” 
Carter, on the 250th anniver-
sary of his contributions to 
the production of internation-
ally recognized wines. On 
January 18, 2012, the General 
Assembly celebrated the Vir-
ginia Wine industry and its 
250 years of production with 
a Joint Senate Resolution. 

During the public com-
ment session, council heard 
a report from Bruce Sand-
ers on the former Irvington 
Marina property and from 
Ralph Higgins on the Thomas 
property adjacent to the town 
Commons. The property was 
acquired by the town and the 
old home was torn down. A 
public meeting will be held 
within the month to solicit 
ideas, said Higgins. 

LANCASTER—Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham this week announced he has reached a plea 
deal with Donald Doc Vaughan that will put the accused 
rapist in prison for many years.  

As part of the deal, Vaughan, 21, is expected to plead 
guilty in Lancaster County Circuit Court today to the 2009 
rape and sexual assault of two Kilmarnock women. Cun-
ningham declined to go on record with details of the agree-
ment pending acceptance by Judge Joseph Spruill. 

The defendant, who is represented by court-appointed 
attorney John Martin, confessed to the Kilmarnock crimes 
to Lancaster sheriff ’s investigator Joanie Kent in December 
2009 after his arrest in Baltimore for the rape and attempted 
murder of a Maryland woman. 

A Baltimore court sentenced Vaughan to 40 years. How-
ever, under Maryland law, he could be paroled after serv-
ing only 20 years. According to police, Vaughan’s DNA 
matched two other unsolved rapes in Maryland.

Since Virginia abolished parole in 1995, Vaughan will 
have to serve at least 85% of the jail time received here.

An update on the judge’s ruling and interview with Cun-
ningham will be posted at RRecord.com as information is 
available.

FREDERICKSBURG—
The Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia has set aside Saturday, 
April 21, and Sunday, April 
22, as the statewide Spring 
Cleanup Day, a time for all 
residents to come out and pick 
up unsightly litter along the 
streets in their neighborhoods 
and along nearby highways.

The Virginia Department 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert Cunningham (center) explains details of a proposed 
plea agreement in the 2009 rape cases to Kilmarnock police chief Mike Bedell (left) 
and Lancaster Sheriff ’s Department investigator Joanie Kent. 

Plea agreement in rape case goes to judge

Irvington Town Council dips into unbudgeted funds
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi Marsha Chapman made 

a presentation on behalf the 
VIA about its major project 
for the year, improving the 
traffic triangle as you enter 
town. 

We hope it “pleases the eye 
without distracting drivers’ 
attention,” said Chapman. 

VIA plans to landscape 
the triangle and is seeking 
an application to do so from 

the Virginia Department of 
Transportation. 

VIA also presented council 
a calendar of events, which 
included a Farmers’ Market 
May 5. 

Sulick made a motion to 
approve the VIA’s calendar 
and its proposed improve-
ments to the triangle. West-
brook made the second and 
the motion passed, 5-0.

Spring cleanup slated for Saturday
of Transportation (VDOT) 
urges all Adopt-A-Highway 
Program participants to rally 
together to support this effort.

VDOT’s Adopt-A-High-
way Program began in 1988 
and is one of the largest 
litter control programs in 
the country.  To date, nearly 
12,000 miles, or 20% of state 
maintained roads have been 
adopted by volunteers who 
have committed to keep their 
two-mile section of roadway 
free of litter for a three-year 
period.

More than 2,239 miles 
have been adopted throughout 
the 14-county Fredericksburg 
district. 

In Lancaster County, 150 
miles have been adopted by 
75 volunteers or groups. In 
Northumberland County, 216 
miles have been adopted by 

88.
Adopt-A-Highway volun-

teers are asked to clean their 
section of roadway at least 
four times a year.  Participants 
are urged to schedule two of 
the cleanups in the spring, in 
conjunction with the statewide 
Spring Cleanup, and again in 
the fall during the Great State 
Trash-off.

 In exchange for their com-
mitment to the program, 
VDOT will install signs at 
the beginning and end of 
the adopted section of road 
reflecting the group’s name.  
The signs raise awareness 
of the group’s commitment 
to the community and to the 
environment.   

To learn more about Adopt 
-A-Highway, visit VDOT’s 
website or email fredicks-
burginfo@vdot.virginia.gov.

Sue Anne Bangel was pre-
sented the Community Ser-
vice Award by Cobbs Hall 
Chapter NSDAR at their 
59th anniversary luncheon 
April 9 at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

This award is given to 
recognize outstanding vol-
untary achievements in the 
community, said historian 
Dotti Vallone. Bangel was 
recognized for organizing 
the Therapy Dogs Interna-
tional program in the North-
ern Neck, and for tirelessly 
participating in the program 
for over 20 years.

She also has partici-
pated in fundraising for the 
Animal Welfare League, 
and has given many hours to 
assist in finding good homes 
for pets at the Animal Shel-
ter, said Vallone.

Also in attendance was 
Eunice B. Cannon, director, 
District II, Virginia Daugh-
ters of the American Revo-
lution.

From left are Sue Anne 
Bangel and Dotti Vallone.

Bangel is 
presented 
service award

by Audrey Thomasson
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READY, GO, SET!

Specials is 
having a 
tabletop 

event like 
no other!

Get a table ready (either indoor or outdoor), make 
it beautiful (and unique even), take a photo of your original 

tabletop design, submit it, and you could win . . . BIG! 
Now through 4/21 Specials is having  a contest in search of the best original tabletop design.  
Winner will be selected on Saturday 4/21 when Vietri representative Ann Campbell Robbins 

is at Specials sharing her tabletop secrets for entertaining this spring and summer.

To help you get started, Specials is running ANYTHING 
that goes on top of a table at 20% OFF 

S pecials
68 S. MAIN ST
KILMARNOCK

The winner will receive a 
$200 Specials Gift Certificate.  

Tabletop photo submissions can be 
posted to our facebook page, brought 

into Specials or emailed 
to Amy at shop@specialsltd.com 

804.435.8758 • Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30
Sunday 11-3 • www.specialsltd.com

Heathsville  

Wine Fest
Presented by the Chesapeake Wine Trail

and Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern
Enjoy local wines–tasting glass with ticket; $10

Lots of Fun, Food and Friends

Sat., April 21: Tasting Hours: 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Bottle Sales until 5 p.m.

For Tickets Call: 804-580-3377

All proceeds go to support and maintain the 1795 courthouse tavern.

Your 
Holiday 
Cruise 

awaits you!
Holland America’s 
Nieuw Amsterdam

December 23-30, 2012

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Joshua S. Meador, 20, of 
the 600 block of Windmill 
Point Road was charged April 
12 with burglary  and two 
counts of grand larceny (all 
felonies).

Christopher O. Crock-
ett, 41, of the 2600 block of 
Irvington Road was charged 
April 12 with two counts of 
felony assault and battery of 
a law enforcement officer, 
felony obstruction of justice, 
disorderly conduct and public 
drunkenness. He was charged 
April 15 with a second count 
of felony obstruction of jus-
tice.

Randy L. Mauck, 46, an 
inmate at the Northern Neck 
Regional Jail, was charged 
April 12 with felony proba-
tion violation and contempt 
of court. 
Misdemeanors

A Campbell Road man, 58, 
was charged April 10 with 
performing work as an unli-
censed contractor.

A Cedar Lane woman was 
charged April 10 with fail-
ure to appear in Richmond 
County court.

 A First Avenue woman, 
46, was charged April 13 
with drunk driving and driv-
ing while her license was sus-
pended. 

A Burgess man, 42, was 
charged April 14 with making 
a profane/threatening tele-
phone call.  
Activity report

April 9: Staff received 
a larceny complaint from a 
Shalem Place resident (call 
cancelled by complainant), a 
larceny report from a Shalem 
Place resident (20” bike, 
$68 loss, taken by juvenile; 
deputy met with juvenile’s 
parent to recover item), and 
a parental complaint of a 
juvenile not returning home 
by curfew. Staff responded 
to the 2500 block of Merry 
Point Road on a complaint of 
juveniles trespassing and to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash 
near Chesapeake Drive and 
Little Bay Road.   

April 10:   Staff checked 
on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant 
after pre-arranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), 
responded with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department 
(KPD) to the area of James 
Jones Mem. Hwy. & N. Main 
Street on a motorist’s report 
of witnessing an assault in a 
motor vehicle (alleged victim 
located and denied being 
assaulted); received a civil 
complaint involving harass-
ment over Facebook mes-
sages, and responded to a 
mental health emergency in 
Irvington. 

April 11: Staff responded 
to a suspicious person/pos-
sible prowler complaint in the 
900 block of Ocran Road and 
to a traffic complaint on Oak 
Hill Road. Law enforcement, 
fire and emergency medical 
services (EMS) radio services 
were interrupted for about 
15 minutes due to a sched-
uled maintenance issue at 
the commercial radio station 
(emergency battery backup 
system failed to carry the 
electrical load). Staff notified 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) of a 
large animal carcass interfer-
ing with traffic on Windmill 
Point Road, and another near 
Christ Church and Irvington 
roads. 

April 12: Staff notified the 
county administration office 
of a downed road sign near 
Windmill Point Road and 
Windjammer Lane, notified 
the Department of Social 
Services of a possible child 
abuse/neglect case as reported 
by a health care provider, and 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Sheriff ’s office responds to 
child abduction inquiries

LANCSTER—The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Department this week received 
several telephone inquiries about a pos-
sible child abduction/attempted abduc-
tion incident in the White Stone area, 
reported Capt. Martin Shirilla.

The sheriff’s office received one call 
on April 9 at 2:48 p.m. from a Cedar 
Lane resident who reported that while 
a neighbor and children were cleaning 
out a garage, a male subject driving a 
white vehicle pulled up and tried to get 

one of the children to go with him.  This 
call was referred to Kilmarnock Police 
Chief M.S. Bedell. 

The sheriff’s office has no other dis-
patch record of any such incident. If 
anyone has called to report any similar 
incident, call Capt. Shirilla at 462-5111 
ext. 6117, and provide the date and 
approximate time that the sheriff’s 
office was called.

“Sheriff Crockett wants to know if 
any other such calls were received and 

not logged and dispatched as required,” 
said Capt. Shirilla.

“A new audio logger was installed 
last week and would have captured any 
calls to the sheriff’s office, whether 
through the 911 system or through the 
main business number,” said Capt. Shi-
rilla. “We will search for any calls that 
are said to have been reported about any 
attempt to entice a child to go with a 
stranger or any attempt to take a child 
by force.”

notified VDOT of a utility 
repair/large animal carcass 
removal need near Irvington 
and Christ Church roads, and 
heavy debris on the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. bridge. Staff 
received a larceny report 
from a Kathy Drive resident 
(bike, $50 loss), a check 
fraud report from a Berkley 
Forest Road resident ($1,000 
cash), and a threatening tele-
phone call complaint from 
a James B. Jones Memo-
rial Highway resident. Staff 
responded to assist Virginia 
State Police (VSP) with an 
arrest at a fight call in the 
3500 block of Irvington 
Road (arrest reported above) 
and with KPD to a drunk/dis-
orderly conduct complaint in 
the 100 block of Irvington 
Road (DIP/resist arrest made 
by KPD).  

April 13: Staff responded 
to a possible boat larceny 
complaint in the 1800 block 
of Windmill Point Road, to 
a traffic complaint on Oak 
Hill Road, to a reckless driv-
ing complaint in the White 
Stone/Kilmarnock area, and 
with KPD to a traffic crash 
on North Main Street. Staff 
received an harassment 
complaint from a Sandlin 
Drive resident, an attempt 
to defraud complaint from 
an Irvington Road resident 
(telephone calls originating 
from 201-565-0808, advising 
that there is an outstanding 
loan of $5,000 past due and 
if not paid criminal arrest will 
follow.  NOTE: Calls of this 
type are fraudulent.  Anyone 
receiving these calls should 
not send any money) and a 
walk-in complaint of profane/
threatening telephone calls 
(criminal warrant and protec-
tive order issued).  

April 14: Staff responded 
to a motorist’s report of hit-
ting a state highway sign 
that was in the roadway near 
Mary Ball and Irvington 
roads (VDOT was notified of 
the need to replace the sign), 
to a walk-in complaint of an 
open fire violation on James 
Wharf Road (rekindle from 
previous evening; landown-
ers were dousing fire when 
deputy arrived), to a com-
plaint of several juveniles 
hanging around in the 100 
block of Little Bay Road, to 
a shots fired complaint in the 
area of Dungeons Thicket 
Road, and to a domestic dis-
turbance (sister/brother) on 
Gaskins Road. Staff  received 
a larceny report from the 8700 
block of Mary Ball Road 
(prescription medications, 
cash, purse, eyeglasses; $231 
loss) and referred an Iberis 
Road parent with a juvenile 
behavioral complaint to the 
juvenile probation officer. 

April 15:  Staff responded 
to a juvenile behavioral com-
plaint on James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway, to the 
area of Little Bay Road on 
a complaint of several juve-
niles playing on farm equip-
ment, to a disturbance call 
at a White Stone area conve-
nience store, with KPD to a 
fight call on Irvington Road 
(mother/son domestic inci-
dent) and to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash on Corrotoman 
Drive. Staff received a walk-
in complaint about a protec-
tive order (order issued by 
magistrate and respondent 
was served). 

April 16:  Staff responded 
to a traffic complaint on 
Yankee Point Road, with 
EMS to an E911 disconnect 
call on The Green (erroneous 
telephone number address-
ing problem) and received 
a walk-in complaint of tres-
passing related to a child visi-
tation incident.

Staff also conducted 13 
traffic stops, issued a sum-
mons, assisted six motorists, 
handled five calls for traffic 
control, investigated seven 
building alarms, processed a 

mental health order, logged 
nine inmate transports and 
fielded a call for animal con-
trol service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a brush fire on East 
Church Street, to two sepa-
rate traffic crashes on North 
Main Street, and with the 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department and Rich-
mond County Volunteer Fire 
Department to a controlled 
burn on Levelgreen Road.

The White Stone Volun-
teer Fire Department assisted 
EMS on Oyster House 
Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles A. 
Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 13 individu-
als.
Felonies

Daniel Wilkins, 43, of 
Lottsburg was charged April 
9 with five counts of forgery, 
five counts of uttering, three 
counts of grand larceny and 
two misdemeanor charges for 
larceny.

Regina Lynn Chatham-
Williams, 41, of Callao was 
charged April 11 with a capias 
to show cause from Westmo-
reland County.

Milford P. Rich, 48, of 
Lottsburg was charged April 
13 with a capias to show 
cause for a probation viola-
tion out of Fredericksburg 
Circuit Court.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 20, was 
charged April 9 with failing 
to appear in Northumberland 
Circuit Court. 

A Heathsville woman, 30, 
was charged April 10 with 
authorizing the operation 

of a vehicle by a suspended 
driver.

A Lancaster man, 49, was 
charged April 11 with tres-
passing and larceny.

A Callao man, 52, was 
charged April 12 with a capias 
to show cause for failing to 
appear in Northumberland 
County Circuit Court.

A Heathsville man, 30, was 
charged April 13 with violat-
ing a protective order.

A Kinsale man, 57, was 
charged April 13 with a 
capias for failing to appear in 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court.

A Reedville man, 54, 
was charged April 13 with a 
capias to show cause in Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court.

A Warsaw man, 31, was 
charged April 13 with a capias 
to show cause in the Nor-
thumberland Circuit Court.

A Heathsville man, 78, was 
charged April 14 with DUI.

A Burgess man, 42, was 
charged April 14 with threat-
ening communication over 
the phone.
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2nd Annual Lancaster County 
Court Day Festival

All types of Insurance
462-5770

HUDSON-BLUNT
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

PPING FORESE T
ANTIQUES

Founded 1953

Superb Collection of 17th, 18th, & 
19th Century 

Furniture, Art, Silver, 
Porcelains, Folk Art, and 
Really Cool Decorative 

Accessories
Located Main Street

Lively, Virginia
804.462.7960• 804.436.3783

eppingforest@rivnet.net

LancasterTavern.com
Call for reservations 

462-0080

COURT DAY SPECIALS
Brunswick Stew $6.95

BBQ Sandwich Plate $8.95
Full menu also available

Stop by on Court Day to enter a free 
drawing for Dinner For Two!

Come see our barnyard animals, too.

www.rappahannockhangups.com
Rappahannock Hang Ups

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2
74A S Main St., Kilmarnock

(804) 435-6669

Family-Friendly Arts, Crafts, and History
on the Lancaster Court House Green

Rain or Shine  No pets or alcohol

FREE ADMISSIO   N!
Vendor Booths • Educational Exhibits • Museum Tours

Living History Activities • Civil War Interpreters
Genealogy Info • Historyland Bazaar

Native American Storytelling (10 & 12:30)
Book Signings by Nancy Clark, Echoes in Ferryland 
(10-12); Thea Marshall, Neck Tales (12-2); Preston 

Nuttall, Civil War Novels (9-2); Craig Shirley, 
December 1941 (12-2 at Lancaster Tavern)

Info: 804-462-7280  www.mbwm.org

Saturday, April 21, 2012 • 9 am - 2 pm

Sponsored by the nonprofi t
Mary Ball Washington
Museum and Library

Preserving local history in
the heart of Lancaster

8346 Mary Ball Rd. (Rt. 3)

DEHNERT, CLARKE 
& CO., P.C.

Certifi ed Public Accountants

309 Steamboat Road
Irvington, Virginia 22480

804.438.5656

Paul Sciacchitano, AAMS®

Senior Vice President - Investment Offi cer

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

Since 1981

Northern Neck Down 
on the Farm Tour

May 12, 2012, from 
9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Songs & Remembrances: Civil 
War on the Northern Neck

May 19, 2012, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.

WEEMS—During a 
statewide tour to witness the 
troubled economy’s impact on 
local businesses, U.S. Senate 
candidate and former Virginia 
Governor Tim Kaine visited 
the Northern Neck last week.

He ended his official visit at 
Kellum Seafood in Weems.

Before touring the facil-
ity, Kaine met privately with 
vice president Tom Kellum to 
discuss concerns over a mul-
titude of federal regulations 
that Kellum said are drowning 
the business in paperwork. 

“As a small business here 
on the Northern Neck, I feel 
like the federal regulations 
are starting to overwhelm 
me,” said Kellum. “I spend 
time trying to meet regula-
tory issues instead of running 
my business. We are a third-
generation seafood company 
and a fourth generation on 
the Chesapeake Bay. If my 
kids and nephews decided 
not to go into this business, I 
wouldn’t stop them.”

Kellum reported the rota-
tional management plan for 
harvesting is producing more 
oysters. However, the 20-year 
moratorium on the lower 
Rappahannock River was a 
failure.

“Production is worse than 
20 years ago,” he said, attrib-
uting the failure to a build up 
of silt and sediment, increas-

ing population producing 
tons of affluent spilling into 
the river, and recreational 
boat traffic.

During a brief tour of the 
facility with Kaine’s father-
in-law, former Virginia Gov-
ernor Linwood Holton, the 
three discussed the recession 
and the state of Virginia’s 
oyster production.

“This is the first December 
in 40 years that we’ve been 
able to run on Virginia oysters 
from Tangier Sound, the York 

River, James River and Great 
Wicomico,” said Kellum. 
“We’re 18% up in sales on all 
local products.”

Kellum attributed the 
increase to relying on local 
waters for production. In the 
past, the company has supple-
mented production by buying 
oysters from the Gulf region. 
But after the BP oil disaster a 
couple of years ago, he said 
production in that region had 
plummeted.

Kellum pointed to a tractor-

trailer ready to load oysters.
“The truck is destined for 

Shelbyville, Ind., where oys-
ters will be distributed to 32 
states,” he explained.

Kaine, the Democratic 
candidate for the Senate post 
vacated by outgoing Sen. Jim 
Webb, said he was touring 
the Northern Neck to share 
his vision for the economic 
future and holding roundtable 
discussions.

“This is a part of the coun-
try that is special to me,” 

said Kaine, noting his wife’s 
relatives in Lancaster and the 
relaxed quality of life. “There 
are special economic needs 
here.” He said his discussions 
with local businesses centered 
around “...economic issues, 
protecting natural resources 
like oysters and making sure 
restrictions are not too strin-
gent.”

He noted his successes as 
governor and how they could 
benefit on the federal level.

“I want to take the lessons 
from Virginia to Washington. 
By supporting initiatives to 
grow our businesses, we can 
create jobs and strengthen 
our economic recovery. As 
governor...we made smart 
spending cuts that balanced 
the budget... We need to build 
our talent pool with work-
force training and help small 
businesses,” Kaine said.

Among other stops, Kaine 
visited Garner’s Produce, 
where he also met with Lance 
Barton of the Northern Neck 
Food Bank. 

He also shared his report, 
“A Vision for Our Eco-
nomic Future,” which offers 
a Virginia-based approach 
to dealing with current eco-
nomic and political issues, in 
a roundtable discussion with 
business, community and 
education leaders at Rappah-
annock Community College 
in Warsaw.

Others participating in 

the discussion included 
RCC president Dr. Elizabeth 
Crowther, RCC vice presi-
dent of instruction and stu-
dent development Dr. Donna 
Alexander, dual enrollment 
coordinator Petie Norris, vice 
president for workforce devel-
opment Jason Perry, Domin-
ion Resource external affairs 
manager Jen Kostynick, 
Rappahannock General 
Hospital Foundation execu-
tive director Jimmie Carter, 
Chesapeake Bank chairman 
and chief executive officer 
Jeff Szyperski, EVB director 
of strategic planning Patricia 
Gallagher, Northern Neck 
Planning District Commis-
sion executive director Jerry 
Davis and Middle Peninsula 
Planning District Commis-
sion acting executive director 
Louis Lawrence.

More than 50 supporters 
joined Kaine for a meet-and-
greet and informal economic 
discussion at Roma’s in 
Tappahannock. After shar-
ing his economic vision with 
the guests, he took questions 
on the Senate race, discussed 
ways to improve accessi-
bility and affordability of 
healthcare, and renewed his 
commitment to protect and 
strengthen Social Security, 
Medicare and other important 
priorities.

Kaine also toured ARTon 
Products in Lively and met 
privately with other citizens. 

K I L M A R N O C K —
Women volunteers will raise 
their hammers at Habitat for 
Humanity construction sites 
across the country in recog-
nition of National Women 
Build Week, May 5-13. The 
event is a nationwide ini-
tiative of Habitat’s Women 
Build program developed in 
partnership with Lowe’s.

Now in its fifth year, 
National Women Build 
Week challenges women to 
devote at least one day to 
creating simple, decent and 
affordable housing in their 
local communities. Nearly 
31,000 women volunteers 

from all 50 states have par-
ticipated in the previous 
four events. Lancaster/Nor-
thumberland Habitat will 
celebrate with a Women 
Build event May 12.

The theme, “The Build 
Generation,” reflects the 
event’s goal to recruit and 
train women volunteers, as 
well as welcome the next 
generation of Habitat Women 
Builders—women ages 18 to 
24—to help support Habi-
tat’s mission to create afford-
able housing.

The Gloucester Lowe’s 
and Lancaster/Northumber-
land Habitat in Kilmarnock 

are looking for women to 
volunteer at the Pond Park 
Road Habitat construc-
tion site for at least one day 
during this nine-day event 
that culminates on Mother’s 
Day. Construction or home 
improvement experience is 
not necessary. 

“This year we will be start-
ing the framing on our 15th 
house for Candice Daven-
port, building the floor deck 
on the concrete block foun-
dation,” said Nan Harvey 
Flynn. “We will be offering 
a clinic on framing skills 
provided by the Gloucester 
Lowe’s and their profes-

sional building staff prior to 
the build.”

To date, women volunteers 
have helped construct more 
than 1,900 Habitat houses 
nationwide. Locally, the 
Lancaster/Northumberland 
Habitat has built more than 
four Women Build houses. 

National Women Build 
Week is held the week lead-
ing up to Mother’s Day 
because of its significance 
to Habitat homeowners and 
volunteers. Families with 
children make up a stagger-
ing number of those in need 
of adequate housing. More 
than 12 million children—

one in six—live in poverty 
housing in the U.S. 

Lowe’s contributed more 
than $1.3 million to National 
Women Build Week, provid-
ing $5,000 Lowe’s gift cards 
to 275 Habitat affiliates. 
National Women Build Week 
is one of the major initiatives 
supported through Lowe’s 
five-year, $20 million pledge 
to Habitat. As the underwriter 
of the Women Build program 
since 2004, Lowe’s conducts 
“how-to” clinics at stores to 
teach women construction 
skills, enabling them to sup-
port Habitat projects across 
the country.  

To volunteer or donate to 
this project, call Carol Shan-
non at 438-6273. The affili-
ate will have official Habitat 
for Humanity International 
Women Build t-shirts and 
lunch for the first 25 to reg-
ister.

Again this year, Jinks 
Holton, former First Lady of 
Virginia, is assisting with the 
project. She served as hon-
orary Women Build chair 
last year and has built HFHI 
houses with Jimmie Carter 
Work Projects—at times 
working side by side with 
the former U.S. President—
all around the world.

Kaine economic tour stops at Kellum Seafood

On a recent economic tour of the Northern Neck, former Governor and Democratic 
candidate for U.S. Senate Tim Kaine visited Kellum Seafood in Weems. From left are 
Kellum Seafood vice president Tom Kellum, former Governor Linwood Holton and 
Kaine. 

by Audrey Thomasson

Habitat for Humanity and Lowe’s team up for Women Build project
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I WILL represent ALL of the citizens, not just a few.

I WILL abide by the Town Charter, Code and Robert’s Rules of 
Order.

I WILL propose an ordinance to limit political signs in local 
elections.

I WILL listen to citizens’ concerns and I will help you.

I WILL propose more handicapped accesses to businesses.

I WILL NOT  vote to raise taxes.

I WILL NOT make promises over which Council has no control.

I WILL NOT harass business owners and citizens.

I WILL NOT vote to fi re the Town Manager.

I WILL NOT promise members of volunteer organizations sub-
sidies from the town if they vote “the right way.”

I WILL NOT mislead you or make false allegations.

RE-ELECT 

REBECCA  TEBBS  NUNN
KILMARNOCK TOWN COUNCIL

EXPERIENCE, HONESTY, KNOWLEDGE
(Paid for by Nunn for Council)

As a lifelong resident of Kilmarnock, I am dedicated 
to running a positive campaign with a commitment 
to both our residents and our business owners.

No new taxes and no increases in existing rates
Tackle traffi c fl ow and parking problems and improve traffi c light 

timing for effi ciency
Address current water and sewer issues with no increases in 

existing rates
Continue and increase support of the Town’s Volunteer

Fire Department and Rescue Squad
Increase efforts to attract new business to area
Promote existing businesses more effectively.

Kilmarnock Town Council

TRAVIS ABBOTT

I look forward to working with each of you; and, I want to continue to have
the opportunity to listen to your ideas concerning the future of Kilmarnock.

Travis Abbott
“Paid for and authorized by Travis Abbott Candidate for Kilmarnock Town Council”

LOTTSBURG—Mid-County Rescue 
Squad president Larry Wagner’s gun sale 
proposal to the Northumberland school 
board was met by mixed opinions from 
members of the public. 

On September 3, the rescue squad and 
Red Cross will hold a “Fall Extravaganza” 
at the high school to raise funds for the 
rescue squad. The event will be structured 
as swap meet/yard sale.

At Monday’s school board meeting, 
Wagner asked that the sale of rifles and 
long-barrel guns be permitted at the event 
to appeal to the area’s many hunters. Hand 
guns would not be included.

“We guarantee that they’re (the guns) 
made safe at the door and that they’re only 
long guns so they can’t be hidden, and 
render them inoperable while they’re in 
the building,” said rescue squad member 
Roger Briney. 

However, Briney indicated these would 
be private sales that require no background 
checks. 

Although chairman Betty Christopher 
suggested reporting all serial numbers to 
the sheriff ’s department as is done in auc-
tions, Briney said he could see that causing 

a logistical problem. 
Legally, a person must be 18 years old 

to purchase a gun, said Briney, adding that 
age identification would be the responsibil-
ity of the individual seller.

Supervisor Jim Long suggested other 
facilities within the county might be more 
appropriate for this type of activity.

Superintendent Clint Stables said a prec-
edent for this request includes the use of 
the high school for hunter safety courses.

“No guns allowed around the schools!” 
exclaimed Ron Estreet following Wagner’s 
presentation. “The school board, I believe, 
says that no child can bring a gun in the 
school or school property without being 
expelled. What kind of picture are they 
going to read if they can’t do that without 
having dire consequences and yet, under 
the guise of promoting the sale of guns, 
somebody outside not even attached to the 
school can breech this kind of protocol?”

Wagner defended his proposal saying, 
“You are talking about a child being allowed 
to bring a weapon to school where there is 
no knowledge and no control. We are talk-
ing here about adults with knowledge and 
with control.”

Others supported the proposal because 
the event would take place when school is 

not in session and excludes hand guns.
“It’s not a hand gun. You can’t conceal 

it. There’s no reason we can’t do this on a 
holiday,” said Patricia McCoy.

The board did not make a decision on the 
proposal.
Other issues

Other hot topics included instating a fee 
for participation in the driver’s education 
program. When approving the budget for 
the next school year, the board decided to 
eliminate the full-time driver’s education 
position following an employee’s retire-
ment. At that time it was suggested that the 
division maintain the vehicle and charge 
students a fee that would go directly to the 
behind-the-wheel instructor.

Stables informed the board that some of 
the nearby school divisions charge a fee 
while others do not.

“Don’t forget that 60% or more of kids 
in Northumberland County are on free or 
reduced lunch … If you do charge, you’ve 
got to keep it really low,” said Jim Long.

He also suggested board members weigh 
the positives and negatives of what other 
school divisions are doing before any deci-
sions are made and determine whether 
the total fee has to be paid up-front at one 
time.

“We need to make a decision before long 
because parents need to know that. We can’t 
wait until September,” said board member 
Myrtle Phillips.

The board is planning on making its 
decision at next month’s meeting.

In regards to Stables’ retirement as 
superintendent, the board unanimously 
decided to hire the Virginia School Board 
Association to help with the search for his 
successor.

This service will cost the division 
$5,000. Input from the public will be 
sought through questionnaires made avail-
able online, in the libraries and other public 
venues.

Jim Long recommended that individual 
board members consider holding district 
meetings to gain input from the public.

Ron Herring asked that recruitment of 
Virginia residents be emphasized.

“They would better understand our needs 
… Get people who are accustomed to Vir-
ginia ways,” said Herring.

A work session will be held at 11 a.m. 
May 10 to discuss candidate qualifications 
and characteristics. According to Rich-
ard Saxer, following this course of action 
should lead to filling the position by Sep-
tember.

KILMARNOCK—The 
town council has sched-
uled a work session for the 
fiscal year 2013 budget at 
6 p.m. May 2 in the town 
hall. The session is open to 
citizens.

The administration and 
finance committee plan to 
review with council and 
the public a working draft 
of the operating budget 
and Capital Improvement 
Projects (CIP) for general 
discussion. The proposed 
budget is scheduled to go 
before council for a first 
reading May 21.

According to town man-
ager Tom Saunders, the 
budget is subject to changes 
based on the final outcome 
of the state budget.

“The General Assembly’s 
inability to pass a budget is 
crippling to the process,” 
he noted.

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors will hold three 
public hearings Thursday, 
April 26, on applications 
for special exceptions. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
at the county administration 
building in Lancaster.

Clyde A. Stewart Jr. of 
Magic Tree Service with-
drew his previous applica-
tion for special exception 
and rezoning on a 49-acre 
parcel on Western Branch 
Road and submitted a new 
application for a 7.083-acre 
parcel at 5011 White Chapel 
Road. Stewart wants to use 
the property to dispose of 
tree debris generated from 
his business and conduct an 
annual burn. The property is 
zoned general agricultural.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
Lancaster planning 
commission meets at 7 
p.m. tonight, April 19, at the 
county administration build-
ing in Lancaster.

A public hearing will be 
conducted on updates to 
Chapter Two of the county’s 
five-year comprehensive 
plan. Chapter Two addresses 
the suitability of land for 
development.

Members also will begin 
discussions on updates to 
Chapter Three, which deals 
with the protection of pota-
ble water supplies.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will 
not meet tonight, April 19, 
because there are no public 
hearings or other agenda 
items. The commission will 
resume its monthly meet-
ings in May. 

NEWPORT NEWS—
The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. April 
24 at commission head-
quarters, 2600 Washington 
Avenue, Newport News.

Habitat applications are 
generally addressed during 
the morning session and 
public hearings routinely 
begin at noon.

The commission on 
Tuesday will consider an 
application from Jeffrey H. 
Haynes and Robin L. Foster 
for authorization to con-
struct 74 linear feet of riprap 
marsh toe stabilization, 
extending four feet chan-
nelward of mean low water. 
The project site is on Little 
Bay at 3633 Windmill Point 
Road in Lancaster County. 
The project is protested by 

Gun sale proposal fires up school board discussion
by Shanno Rice

The Agenda
Local Government News

an adjacent property owner.
Hearings slated for Tues-

day will address proposed 
amendments to modify 
commercial landing limits 
of horseshoe crabs, posses-
sion limits for tilefish and 
possession limits for black 
sea bass.

Copies of the proposed 
regulations may be reviewed 
at the commission office 
from 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
may be obtained by calling 
757-247-2248. 

Written comments on the 
proposals should be mailed 
to Robert L. O’Reilly, 
VMRC Fisheries Manage-
ment Division, 2600 Wash-
ington Avenue, 3rd Floor, 
Newport News, VA 23607 
by 5 p.m., Monday, April 
23.

Commissioners also are 
expected to discuss results 
of the 2011-12 Chesapeake 
Bay winter blue crab dredge 
survey.

Janice Doggett has 
applied for special excep-
tion to place an individual 
manufactured home on a 
0.542-acre residential parcel 
off Millenbeck Road near 
its intersection with River 
Road.

Supervisors also will con-
sider an application from 
Jay William Fox to expand 
an existing authorized non-
conforming residential 
structure on a 0.468-acre 
parcel at 10 Hidden Cove 
Drive off Blue Heron Lane. 
The property is zoned resi-
dential.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext.  13
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In a simply marked grave in Saint 
Anthony’s Cemetery at King George 

Courthouse lie the remains of Richard 
Pancratius Rollins. He was a great pro-
ponent of the Northern Neck, although 
he was born in Cumberland, Maryland. 
The date of his birth was uncertain; he 
thought it was July 23, 1898, but his 
government records showed 1893. As a 
young boy he was adopted by Joe and 
Annie Rollins, the proprietors of one 
of the early bed-and-breakfast inns, 
which in those days were called room-
ing houses, in the golden age of Colo-
nial Beach. 

He quickly absorbed all that he heard 
about the Beach and the greater envi-
rons of the entire Northern Neck. He 
found youthful enjoyment in greeting 
the steamboats that arrived each Friday 
evening teaming with tourists from 
Washington, and two days later watched 
them depart for the return voyage.  

Dick missed the First World War, and 
ultimately made his way to Washington 
where he took a job working for the 
Architect of the United States Capitol. 
He was naturally handy, and the suc-
cession of Architects under whom he 
worked, found him to be the ace they 
needed to keep the Capitol in pristine 
condition. On his various assignments 

he came to know many of the major fig-
ures in Congress from the 1920s until 
he retired nearly 40 years later.  

In 1923, he married Alice Newton, 
the niece of the Beach’s police chief, 
although the town 
only had one officer. 
Alice went to work 
in Washington, at 
the former Veterans 
Administration. The 
couple spent their 
weekdays in the city 
where they lived in 
one of the great old 
apartment houses, 
The Chateau-Thi-
erry, a block off fash-
ionable Connecticut 
Avenue. They had no 
children, and filled 
their lives with col-
lecting antiques, 
which Dick refinished 
to his level of perfec-
tion, and decorating for Christmas.  

Each year they began getting ready 
for Christmas early in the fall, but 
they displayed nothing until December 
24th, and took their elaborate presenta-
tion down on January 14th, the Octave 
Day of New Year’s. At the Beach they 

lived in a cottage the sign of which read 
“PARA (followed by a pair of dice).” 
Later with the coming of gambling to 
the Beach, Alice decided that the sign 
would be more dignified with the name 

written out in letters.
Dick was a stead-

fast supporter of 
General Motors, 
always buying the 
largest Buick Road-
master hardtop con-
vertible available.  
Alice kept her hair 
long in a bright shade 
of blonde, and liked 
to let it blow in the 
wind as they drove 
along the highway. 
Despite the luxuri-
ous succession of 
cars, they took few 
trips of more than 
a weekend’s dura-
tion, and counted the 

years, months and days until they could 
move permanently back to the North-
ern Neck.

That time came in 1958, and Alice 
and Dick left the Nation’s Capital, 
never to return.  The joy of anticipated 
retirement came to be diminished with 

Alice’s first heart attack in 1960, but 
she continued to live until 1969, con-
stantly cared for by Dick.

After her death, Dick lived for 
another 20 years. He traveled up to 
Cumberland in an attempt to research 
his ancestry, and did meet a few people 
to whom he thought he was related. 
He remarried, a lady named Naomi, 
who predeceased him. He remained 
in “Paradise,” continuing to grow his 
great garden, cultivate his arboretum-
level trees and shrubbery, and restore 
his antiques. One of his specialties was 
electrifying antique oil lamps in such a 
way as not to destroy their value. His 
house was filled with interesting items, 
most of which he and Alice had pur-
chased from individuals.

In his bedroom was a photograph of 
Annie Rollins, the lady who brought 
him to the Northern Neck, and made 
possible the end of orphanage living 
for this boy of extraordinary talent. 
The mat of the picture bore his hand-
written inscription, “My only Friend.” 
When she died Alice was buried with 
her mother’s family in Culpeper, and 
Naomi with her first husband, but Dick 
is in King George, next to Annie, who 
had made possible the great life he 
led.

(Reprints from the April 19 issue of the 
Virginia Citizen)
Largest Steamship Sinks

Titanic Of White Star Line Strikes Iceberg 
And Goes  Down

1,350 Of Her 2,218 Passengers And Her 
Crew Went To Bottom

The Titanic, of the White Star Line, bound 
from Liverpool to New York on her maiden 
trip, was sunk about 1,100 miles east of New 
York in collision with an iceberg.

In the darkness of Sunday night and in 
water two miles deep the Titanic, the greatest 
of all ocean steamships sank to the bottom 
of the sea at 2:28 Monday morning carrying 
with her 1,350 people. 868 were saved by the 
steamship Carpathia, which reached where 
the Titanic sank at daybreak and found only 
boats and wreckage.

The Titanic, after sending out the wireless 
signal of distress, transferred the women and 
children to the lifeboats.  

Many men of great prominence went 
down with the ship. Among them were Col. 
John Jacob Astor, who was returning from 
his wedding trip. Mrs. Astor was saved, 
Isidor Straus, the New York millionaire mer-
chant and philanthropist, William T. Snead, 
the great English editor, Major Archie Butt, 
President Taft’s aide, Benjamin Guggerhiem, 
of the Star Trust, J. Bruce Lamay, president 
and founder of the steamship company, Col. 
Washington Roebling, builder of the Brook-
lyn Bridge; and many others.

The Captain and all of the crew except 
those who manned the lifeboats, and in fact 
nearly every man on board, went down with 
the ship.

One point is known from which may be 
derived a sad satisfaction; in a desperate 
situation, where the salvation of all was 

not possible, the women and children were 
cared for first.

The Carpathia which has the survivors on 
board was due to reach New York last night 
and full particulars cannot be received until 
her arrival.

The Titanic was the largest ship ever built 
and was considered unsinkable.   She was 
882 feet long, 92 feet wide, height from keel 
to boat deck 97 feet, and to top of funnels 
175 feet. She cost $10,000,000 and with her 
cargo the loss is over $12,000,000, besides 
the millions lost by passengers among which 
was a $600,000 strings of pearls.
Lively

The roads through our village have been 
greatly improved under the direction of C. B. 
Goad.

Miss Susie Norris closed her school Sat-
urday last and with an Easter egg hunt at the 
school in the morning and games and refresh-
ments in the afternoon at Miss Norris’ home.

Robt. Dudley left the first of the week for 
employment aboard the steamer King Fisher, 
at Lewisetta.

R. O. Clarke, of Molusk, spent Sunday at 
his parental home here.
Ottoman

Little Ella Steuart Gresham, of this place, 
left Saturday night via Norfolk to visit rela-
tives in North Carolina.

Wm. Chilton and daughter, Miss Susie, of 
Lancaster, Joe Norris, of New York, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Palmer, of Merry Point, were 
recent guests of Mrs. E. W. Gresham.

Mrs. Robert Tapscott and infant daughter, 
of Baltimore, Md., are the guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jno. Tapscott.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

Demand higher
level of rescue
squad service

I am writing as a concerned 
citizen of Lancaster County. 
It is vital you understand the 
problem unfolding in this 
county with respect to the 
quality of care you are receiv-
ing from the Kilmarnock-
Lancaster County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad.

There is a marked differ-
ence in the rescue squad and 
the way the day and evening 
shifts operate and service this 
community. There is a critical 
lack of advanced life support 
personnel attending emer-
gency calls from 6 p.m to 6 
a.m.

The county is providing ser-
vice during the day shift which 
includes a staff with advanced 
training (ALS). Few volun-
teers have achieved the ALS 
designation. It is critical that 
the evening hours shift have 
the same high level of service 
and professional care as is 
being provided during the day.

How would you feel if a 
loved one experienced a heart 
attack and the emergency crew 
arrived without a qualified life 
support person in attendance?  
It is time for the county to step 
up and take charge.

Certainly, they realize the 
problem and need to find a 
way to implement the same 
approach of quality profes-
sional care during the evening 
hours. It is inexplicable why 
the evening volunteers are so 
resistant to change.

Please concentrate on 
requiring the county to bring 
to you the absolute highest 
level of services available. You 
deserve it and please remem-
ber your life may depend on 
it.

Simply settling for only the 

Here’s some data
In a recent letter headed 

“Show me the data,” a writer 
accused proponents of voter 
ID laws of wishing to put 
‘hurdles’ in the way of pro-
spective voters.

He claims that these efforts 
are based on “bogus claims 
of voter fraud.”  I suggest 
he read an article from the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 
dated April 3, 2012, titled 
“Felons indicted on voter 
fraud charges in Richmond.”

There’s a little data to start 
with.

Matthew L Wood,
White Stone

Another Tax Day has come 
and gone.

If you’re anything like me, 
Tax Day causes many mixed 
emotions. On the one hand, 
I’m proud that I can do my 
part to support the needs of 
this great country: to help pay 
the salaries of those dedicated 
servicemen and women who 
defend our country each day, 
to support our national crime 
fighting and prevention and 
law enforcement agencies, 
and to maintain our national 
parks, among other efforts.

However, I’m also a bit 
frustrated as I watch the 
lack of fiscal discipline in 
Washington as hardworking 
Americans’ tax dollars are 
spent. Folks are struggling to 
pay their bills and take care of 
their families, and having to 
send their hard-earned dollars 
to Washington and learn that 
there continues to be wasteful 
and inefficient government 
programs just makes things 
worse.

Often when I talk to folks 
in Virginia’s First District 
about the U.S. tax code, their 
comments center around how 
complicated it is. The mul-
titude of tax brackets, subsi-
dies, breaks, and deductions 
makes filing taxes a night-
mare, and costs individuals 
and businesses precious time 
that they could be devoting to 
more productive pursuits.

Fundamental tax reform 
can clear up this confusion. 
That’s why I support legisla-

tion to simplify our tax code 
and make it more fair. It is 
important for Congress to 
consider a meaningful rewrite 
of the U.S. tax code. By 
making our tax code simpler 
and more fair, we can get our 
economy growing again and 
enable individuals and busi-
nesses to focus on growth and 
innovation rather than wasting 
valuable time and resources 
trying to figure out bureau-
cratic language and exactly 
how much money they have 
to send to Washington.

On March 29, I supported 
a budget proposal for 2013, 
H.Con.Res. 112, which 
included basic and compre-
hensive tax reform. It pro-
poses two tax brackets instead 
of six, while also eliminating 
the Alternative Minimum Tax 
that currently threatens 31 
million middle-class families 
with higher taxes.

H.Con.Res. 112 proposes 
a 10% reduction in America’s 
corporate tax rate. The U.S. 
has the highest corporate tax 
rate among developed coun-
tries, which is, unfortunately, 
an incentive for companies to 
keep their overseas earnings 
overseas. Many economists 
argue that reducing the tax 
rate would encourage com-
panies to invest here rather 
than abroad, creating jobs 
and growing our economy. 
Reducing the corporate tax 
rate is an idea with bipartisan 
support and one that would 
have far-reaching benefits for 

Americans.
I’ve also cosponsored vari-

ous other pieces of tax reform 
legislation during this session 
of Congress, including:

Termination Act, which 
would abolish the Internal 
Revenue Code, our current 
tax system, and call on Con-
gress to approve a new federal 
tax system

Repeal Act, which would 
permanently repeal the estate 
tax, also known as the “death 
tax.”

AMT Repeal Act, which 
would repeal the Alternative 
Minimum Tax on individuals.

Act, which would repeal the 
income tax and employment 
tax, as well as the estate and 
gift tax, and replace them 
with a sales tax on goods 
and services purchased in the 
U.S. The rate of this sales tax 
would be consistent across the 
country for every citizen.

Please share your stories 
about filing taxes, or your 
ideas about how to fix the 
U.S. tax code. I believe we 
can all work together to craft 
simpler, more fair and clearer 
tax policies that will improve 
our economy and get Virgin-
ians back to work.

I can be reached at 
202-225-4261, wittman.
house.gov, facebook.com/
RepRobWittman, or twitter.
com/RobWittman.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Dick was a steadfast sup-
porter of General Motors, 
always buying the largest 
Buick Roadmaster hard-
top convertible avail-
able.  Alice kept her hair 
long in a bright shade of 
blonde, and liked to let it 
blow in the wind as they 
drove along the highway.

Focal Point

Tu-lips!
Photo by Garnett Fisher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS
basic care when so much more 
can be provided is totally unac-
ceptable. I apologize for being 
so repetitive but it is essential 
to understand what is happen-
ing here and hold all respon-
sible parties accountable for 
their actions or lack thereof.

Citizens, please voice your 
opinions by contacting a 
member of the board of super-
visors or director of Emer-
gency Medical Services. It is 
time for change.

Patsy Turner,
White Stone 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YESTERYEAR

Elect those with
town’s best
interest at heart

Kilmarnock needs to 
regain the respect it has 
always had in the past.

A turning point seems 
to have been when Mayor 
Booth was elected to office. 
Three days after taking 
office, Booth admitted his 
inability to handle the duties 
of the office by appointing 
an “advisor” to assist him 
in getting the job done, to 
often be involved with his 
hands-on duties. Enter—
Steve Bonner.

Controversy appears 
to be a way of life for the 
cousins—the Booth and 
Bonner team. It began with 
the simple appointment of 
councilman duties when 
strangely enough those who 
did not support the mayor’s 
election were put aside.

Booth’s inability to use a 
computer led to questions of 
authority in corresponding 
with Virginia government 
offices.

Look at the record. You 
will see that everything is 
about the power to run Kil-
marnock.

We have the best town 
manager we’ve had in 30 
years, yet there have been 
attempts and even an alleged 
promise to have him fired if 
the mayor’s gang gets voted 
in.

Kilmarnock voters it is 
time to wake up. In the 
special election on May 1, 
elect Emerson Gravatt. He 
is educated and has coun-
cil experience with a record 
for honesty. He knows how 
things can be run peacefully 
as in the past.

Re-elect Rebecca Nunn, 
who has the education and 
cares about running the town 
on the up and up. Yes, she 
speaks up and if you listen 
she makes good sense.

Elect May Umphlett, a 
hometown native with man-
agement experience and a 
record for honesty.

Elect Jimmy Smith who 
will perform his duties with 
fairness and open-minded-
ness.

Elect council persons who 
have your town’s best inter-
est in mind, not the power 
hungry people who will 
continue the circus. Please 
vote!

Bob Smith,
Kilmarnock



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A7

TO ALL KILMARNOCK CITIZENS
PLEASE VOTE MAY 1

1-To keep our successful “Council-Manager” form of 
   Government “As-Is.”

2-To Keep Tom Saunders as our Town Manager.

3-To elect Town Council members who are totally 
   independent.

4-To stop any council member from micromanaging the 
   functions of the Town Manager.

ELECT
EMERSON GRAVATT, REBECCA NUNN,

HOWARD STRAUGHAN AND MAE UMPHLETT
Paid for and authorized by Howard Straughan

I’m not a politician. 

I am your friend, neighbor, co-worker, a past Council member, a family man and a 

lifelong resident of Kilmarnock. 

I won’t make promises I can’t keep, or spend your money on things that don’t 

improve the Town and its services. 

I will make decisions on the Town’s behalf based on what I believe to truly be in 

the best interest of our citizens, their livelihoods and lifestyles.

I won’t try to manage the Town; you’ve already hired a Town Manager for that. 

I will approach Town matters with other Council members with a positive 

attitude and open mind. We can do more to improve the Town if we can work 

together.

My 35 years in management at Rappahannock General Hospital have given 

me the leadership skills and experience necessary to fulfi ll this position in a way 

that could benefi t the Town and its residents. 

Like I said, I’m not a politician. I’m just a concerned member of this 

community who just wants the best for our area and the people in it, and will work 

hard to preserve the charm, beauty and prosperity of the Town of Kilmarnock. I’d be 

honored to put my skills to work for you, and for our community. 

Vote Emerson Gravatt 
for Kilmarnock Town Council, May 1.

Paid for and authorized by Emerson Gravatt

Vote Steve Bonner
It is a pleasure to endorse 

Steve Bonner as a candidate 
for town council.

He comes with a range of 
business skills. He has also 
served more than 23 years 
on the Kilmarnock Planning 
Commission.

Steve has stated his ulti-
mate goal on the council is 
“working for peace.” He has 
visited and talked to hun-
dreds of residents in town 
finding out what they expect 
of a council member.

He has promised to put 
personal grievances aside, 
and do what is best for the 
town.

We have no hesitation in 
recommending Steve.

How can we afford not to 
elect such an experienced, 
committed advocate to Kil-
marnock Town Council? 
Vote Steve Bonner, May 1.

J. Allen and Ruth C. Ball,
Kilmarnock

Nunn is good 
for the town

For several billing cycles, 
we complained to the Town 
of Kilmarnock that we did 
not believe our water meter 
at Evans Bowling Center 
was being read, as the bills 
were so sporadic.

We didn’t get any satis-
faction until we spoke with 
councilwoman Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn, who immedi-
ately responded, came to the 
bowling alley and inspected 
the meter herself—and 
backed us up.

We deeply appreciate her 
aid in helping to find a solu-
tion to our situation and we 
strongly urge everyone in 
Kilmarnock to vote to re-
elect her. She’s good for the 
citizens and she’s good for 
businesses and she’s never 
too busy to help or to listen.

Sandra and Wilson Evans,
Weems

Leadership, 
self discipline,
integrity and 
quiet control

As a business owner, I 
have been adamant about 
not voicing my opinion or 
being involved with poli-
tics for fear of alienating 
customers. The current sit-
uation in Kilmarnock con-
cerning the mayor and town 
council has breached my 
resolve and I must speak. 
This dysfunctional body is 
parallel to a dysfunctional 
family. The consequences 
are the same, but affect 
hundreds of people rather 
than one household.

The worst thing about 
the current situation is the 
current situation. The best 
thing is that when it gets 
as bad as it has become 
over the past two years, it 
compels people who have 
never voted to get involved 
and become informed so 
this type of dysfunctional 
leadership doesn’t occur 
again. The upcoming town 
council election is a must 
win for the integrity of 
Kilmarnock. Involvement 
means becoming informed, 
knowing the players and 
voting.

On the Richter scale of 
collateral damage, the news-
papers in adjacent counties 
have published unflatter-
ing front page information 
on a weekly basis about 
the ongoing unpleasant-
ness and disharmony in the 
council meetings reflecting 
negative conclusions about 
the character of our people. 
Many retirees have chosen 
to live in Kilmarnock for 
its quality of life and for 
the character and integrity 
of its people. I hope they 
aren’t thinking they made 
a poor choice. Stability in 
government will reassure 
them.

Stability is a refresh-
ing word. It’s precious and 
fragile, but is seldom asso-
ciated with the mayor and 
his candidates. Stability in 
our government is spelled 
Howard Straughan, Mae  
Umphlett, Rebecca Nunn 
and Emerson Gravatt. Any 
other choices are a gamble. 
With this team, stability 
is guaranteed. Let’s get it 
back and protect it.

Vote for a change, not 
a chance. Vote Nunn, 
Straughan, Umphlett and 
Gravatt and let’s get back to 
business. Become informed, 
get involved and vote.

Rick Moss
Kilmarnock

Nunn cares
My wife and I reside in 

Kilmarnock on Yorkshire 
Street, that was formerly 
Black Stump Road.

Unfortunately for us, our 
septic tank has failed and 
we must now hook up to the 
town sewer system. This has 
presented us with a very dif-
ficult financial situation.

I took my problem to 
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, the 
chair of the water and sewer 
committee for the Town of 
Kilmarnock, and she has 
been most helpful to both 
of us. We deeply appreciate 
Mrs. Nunn’s concern and 
her willingness to help us 
with our problem.

We encourage everyone 
to vote for Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn in the upcoming 
election. She is honest and 
compassionate and she defi-
nitely cares about all of the 
citizens in the town.

Carter Roane,
Kilmarnock

Nunn will keep
council on track

Four years ago it was my 
pleasure to vote for Rebecca 
Nunn to the Kilmarnock 
Town Council.  I intend to 
do the same in the upcom-
ing election and I urge the 
voters of Kilmarnock to do 
the same.

Becky has done a won-
derful job on the council.  
She has brought resources 
to the town through grant 
proposals, voted to fund the 
Rappahannock Community 
College facility in the town 
and raised funds for many of 
the town’s amenities without 
using taxpayer money.

But Becky plays an even 
more important role.  She 
is studious.  She knows the 
rules, the town charter and 
town code and the procedures 
in Roberts’ Rules of Order 
and can thus exert influence 
ensuring the council stays on 
the right track.

 I know Becky through 
church and socially.  I believe 
that she is honest, forthright, 
tenacious, energetic, consci-
entious and carries no hidden 
agenda.

You can be assured that 
Becky has and will continue 
to put the best interests of 
Kilmarnock first and fore-

Elect Gravatt,
Nunn, Straughan
and Umphlett

As a former resident 
of Kilmarnock, a former 
elected member of the town 
council, and past president 
of Bank of Lancaster, I 
highly recommend the citi-
zens need to carefully cast 
your votes for the Kilmar-
nock Town Council candi-
dates on May 1.

Four candidates, Gra-
vatt, Nunn, Straughan, and 
Umphlett, offer a wealth of 
experience, knowledge, edu-
cation, honesty and integrity 
for your consideration. 

Emerson Gravatt has 35 
years in administration at 
the hospital. I have worked 
with Emerson profession-
ally, in civic organizations, 
and know him socially. He’s 
conscientious and can be 
counted on to do the right 
thing. He’s good for the 
town.

I’ve known Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn for years, both in busi-
ness dealings and socially. 
Rebecca is an honest person 
who gets things done and 
yes, she insists they be done 
the proper way. She works 
hard, does her homework, 
and researches all facets of 
a situation before she casts 
her vote. She’s good for the 
town.

Howard Straughan is 
experienced, reliable, and 
knowledgeable. He’s a 
financial whiz and will keep 
the town in the best possible 
fiscal shape. I know Howard 
through the banking indus-
try and there’s no one I 
know who doesn’t respect 
him professionally. He’s 
good for the town.

Mae Umphlett, a native 
of Kilmarnock, is reliable 
and honest. She votes her 
conscience and for what she 
feels is best for Kilmarnock. 
Mae is a capable administra-
tor and is a hard worker. She 
has called for civility on the 
council and an end to false 
allegations against the Town 
Manager and other council 
members. She’s good for the 
town.

Please cast your vote for 
Gravatt, Nunn, Straughan 
and Umphlett, and safe-
guard Kilmarnock, its Town 
Charter and its Town Code.  
All four are good for the 
town.

 Ken Bransford, 
Kilmarnock

Umphlett makes
a fine choice 

I, too, am someone who 
has known Mae Purcell 
Umphlett my entire life.

People who have always 
made Kilmarnock their 
home don’t need to be told 
what a fine person she is or 
what an amazing family she 
is a part of.

But to those of you who 
haven’t been here long and 
may not know her, talk to 
your neighbors or better yet, 
get in touch with her your-
self.

You will find that she is 
bright, diligent and fair. 
Check on how she has 
already voted on issues that 
impact your life.

You will find that she is 
devoted to the town of Kil-
marnock and to the people 
who live, work and shop 
there.

Bonner knows
a lot of things

I have known Steve 
Bonner for 20 years or 
more.

I served with him on the 
planning commission for 
many years. He knows a lot 
of important things concern-
ing the town and will be fair 
to all citizens.

I consider him to be a 
good candidate for Town 
Council of Kilmarnock.

Leonard Gibson,
Kilmarnock

Vote for Nunn
For some months, I have 

had a problem on Wiggins 
Avenue with a manhole in 
my front yard next to my 
driveway. It is almost a half 
a foot above the ground. 
Cars have run over it and it 
is a nuisance.

Last week, Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn came to my house and 
I showed her the problem. 
She called me this week and 
told me she had taken the 
problem up with the town 
and it will be fixed in the 
next few weeks when the 
Wiggins Avenue force main 
is installed.

Rebecca Nunn cares 
about all of the citizens of 
Kilmarnock. I’m voting for 
her and I hope everyone else 
will too.

Ida Harris,
Kilmarnock

Blessed to have 
Steve Bonner

I have known Steve Bonner 
for nearly 20 years; both as a 
businessman and personally.

Steve has always impressed 
me with his honesty and 
forthright way of handling 
every issue that may arise.

His longtime experience as 
a resident of Kilmarnock and 
as a member of the planning 
commission and common 
counsel more than qualifies 
him to continue his great 
work on the town council.

We are blessed to have 
him working for and with us 
in Kilmarnock.

Carl Lapasky,
Kilmarnock

Former mayor
endorses four
for Kilmarnock

On May 1, those of us who 
vote in Kilmarnock, will be 
asked to cast our votes for 
three council seats with four-
year terms, and a vacated seat 
with two years remaining.

It is important for everyone 
to vote, regardless of whom 
you support. It is absolutely 
necessary that your voice be 
heard, especially in a local 
election that directly affects 
you. We have seen what 
can happen at every level of 
government when decisions 
are made that can adversely 
affect the quality of life we 
enjoy in the lower Northern 
Neck.

It is important to have the 
best men and women repre-
senting us, most especially at 
the local level. We need men 
and women who can respect 
one another’s opinion, main-
tain decorum and perform 
the people’s business, and not 
carry out private agendas.

It is with that vision that 
I support Howard Straughn, 
Emerson Gravatt, Mae 
Umphlett and Rebecca Nunn 
in this race.

Howard Straughn is a 
former councilman, retired 
banker and an expert of keep-
ing watch on the finances of 
the town.

Emerson Gravatt also is a 
former councilman, a vice 
president at our hospital, has 
a wealth of knowledge of the 
area and cares deeply about 
the future direction of our 
town.

Mae Umphlett, a current 
councilwoman, has demon-
strated her intelligence and 
firm committment to stand-
ing up for what she believes.

Rebecca “Becky” Nunn 
has demonstrated over the 
years her uncanny ability 
to look through the smoke 
screen, studies the facts, and 
is always prepared to discuss 
the issues at hand. She also 
is not afraid to voice her 
concerns and opinion when 
things just don’t look quite 
right on Council. We need 
that kind of oversight in our 
local government, especially 
right now.

I ask that you give these 
men and women your seri-
ous consideration on election 
day, and also, to remember to 
exercise your right to vote.

Dr. Curtis H Smith,
Kilmarnock

YOUR LETTERS
most.

So, if you are looking for 
someone who will do her 
homework and research 
before she votes and puts the 
best interests of Kilmarnock 
uppermost, mark your ballot 
for Rebecca Nunn on May 
1.

Retired USNR Captain
Michael T. Sutherland, SC, 

Kilmarnock

Vote for Mae Umphlett 
to represent you on Kilmar-
nock’s Town Council. This 
is a vote you will never, ever 
regret.

Babs Chainey,
White Stone

This marks the final 
edition of  “campagin 
letters” for the May 1 
town council elections.
The Rappahannock 

Record urges citizens 
to vote in the upcoming 
elections in Irvington, 
Kilmarnock and White 
Stone.
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It is time for a 

Change to a Fresh Approach
GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCE - Over 15 years on the Planning Commission

BUSINESS EXPERIENCE - Over 25 years self employed business leader

COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE - Red Cross, Chamber of Commerce, Rotary

Most of all I want to make a difference at the town hall for all of the Town’s Citizens. 
Please give me your support by voting for me May 1st..

I will establish and maintain an open line of communication in order to listen to your 
wishes and needs. Please call me as needed at 435-0140 or email me at
jane@janeludwig.com.

Paid for and authorised by Jane Ludwig Candidate for Kilmarnock Town Council.

STEVE BONNER

I will respect all members of our town government 
and will work to the best of my ability for the 

betterment of Kilmarnock.

NO to any new taxes or water/sewer rate increases!

I led the charge to get our Post Offi ce to stay open and 
not close during the middle of the day.

“I have 23 years service working for the town on the 
Planning Commission. This is more years than the 

6 current council members combined.”

My goal is to work for the people and once again make 
them proud of their elected offi cials!

Contact me at antiquesteve@msn.com or 804-435-1060

Paid for and authorized by Steve Bonner for Kilmarnock Council.

For

Kilmarnock 
Town

Council

Vote to protect 
your rights

At the March town coun-
cil meeting, I spoke about 
the upcoming election—
after my talk the mayor 
spoke up and stated that I 
was “right on the line.”

Yet the printed agenda 
for the town council meet-
ing reads in part as fol-
lows:

“The public is invited 
to speak to council on any 
matter.”

I believe I am part of the 
public and I did choose to 
speak on a matter. And 
while the mayor indicated 
at the meeting that I had 
been right “on the line,” I 
question “what line?”

It would appear to me 
that no matter what topic 
I choose to speak about it 
would be in accordance 
with the rules stated on 
the agenda for the council 
meetings.

I recognize that by 
speaking out I may cause 
the mayor and his support-
ers to be angry with me.

But, I am increasingly 
concerned that the mayor 
will use any method he 
can to get his way and to 
get those who he supports 
elected so that he will have 
a “yes mayor council.” If 
he does many believe he 
will undoubtedly proceed 
to fire the town manager 
and perhaps others, as 
well as try to change the 
Town Code to give greater 
powers to the mayor.

I am a resident of Kil-
marnock, I was born in 
Virginia in the United 
States of America, and I 
am a veteran and I support 
the Constitution of the 
United States, the Con-
stitution of the State of 
Virginia, and the Kilmar-
nock Town Charter, and I 
do not intend to stand by 
and allow them to be dis-
respected by taking away 
my rights to speak.

This particular election 
is much more important 
than any of the last 20 
years during which time I 
have lived in Kilmarnock.

I believe this is the time 
when all the voters in 
Kilmarnock need to get 
involved and understand 
what is really happening 
in Kilmarnock this year, 
in this election.

I consider the mayor’s 
attempt to censor my 
comments and to influ-
ence this election in order 
to gain greater powers, 
a blatant attempt to take 
some of my liberty from 
me. And I will do what I 
can to prevent that.

I urge all voters to 
vote for those who are 
truly independent from 
the mayor. Vote for Mae 
Umphlett, Emerson Gra-
vatt, Howard Straughan 
and Rebecca Nunn. Don’t 
be fooled again by the 
mayor.

Leslie Spivey,
Kilmarnock

National Volunteer Week, 
April 15 through 21, provides 
an opportunity to recognize 
and honor the individuals 
who donate their time, energy 
and skills to their community 
because they have a sincere 
desire to make a difference.

In 2011, volunteers con-
tributed over 2,310 hours to 
Belle Isle State Park, which 
is valued at over $50,000, 
according to volunteer coor-
dinator Charlene Talcott.

Projects include a Friends 
group that helps with fund-
raising, road cleanups, public 
relations and support at spe-
cial events such as Music by 
the River; Master Naturalists 
who help with gardening, pro-
grams, trail work and invasive 
removal; Camp Hosts who 
keep the camp store and camp-
ground running smoothly in 
addition to maintenance work; 
Audubon  members who lead 
bird walks and along with 
Master Naturalists monitor 
the Bluebird Trail and help 
these and other birds; Youth 
Conservation Corps members 

who build projects and help 
with maintenance; the Ameri-
Corps member that was valu-
able in helping to increase the 
number of interpretive oppor-
tunities; high school and scout 
groups that have contributed 
to cleanups; and individuals 
who have helped in innumer-
able ways.  

“The staff at Belle Isle 
greatly appreciate this service. 
Without volunteers so many 
projects that are valued by us 
and the public would remain 
undone,” said Talcott. “Their 
contributions demonstrate to 
Richmond lawmakers that 
determine our budget how 
much the public values our 
park. And their willingness to 
pitch in whenever needed and 
cheerfulness while doing it 
boosts our morale and deter-
mination to ensure Belle Isle 
State Park remains one of the 
best parks in the system.”

To volunteer at Belle Isle, 
call 462-5030, or visit vir-
giniastateparks.gov, click on 
the “Volunteer” button, and 
follow the directions.

“Here’s to all volunteers, 
those dedicated people who 
believe in all work and no 
pay,” penned speechwriter 
Robert Orben.

This National Volunteer 
Week, April 15-21, the River 
Counties and Northumberland 
County chapters celebrate their 
dedicated volunteers and part-
ners, the people who make the 
American Red Cross run, said 
volunteer and service delivery 
coordinator Jane Bishop.

Essex, Lancaster, Middle-
sex, Northumberland, Rich-
mond and Westmoreland 
county volunteers bring food, 
shelter, comfort and hope to 
hundreds of local families 
faced with rebuilding after a 

During National Volun-
teer Week, April 15 through 
21, organizations around the 
nation and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia will recognize vol-
unteers and their service.

During the past year, Three 
Rivers Medical Reserve Corps 
(MRC) members have been 
extremely active and respon-
sive to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health and the Three 
Rivers Health District, said 
coordinator Valerie Prince.

MRC volunteers served in a 
variety of support and medical 
roles during Hurricane Irene 
and were instrumental in the 
overall success of some of the 
counties’ shelter operations 
and Emergency Operation 
Centers, said Prince.

During this event alone, 
volunteers contributed 113.5 
hours with a value to the 
Commonwealth in excess of 
$2,896. For 2011, MRC vol-
unteers contributed a total of 
1,265 hours protecting the 
health and safety of the North-
ern Neck and Middle Penin-
sula.

MRC members are vol-
unteers in action and they 
answer the call when they are 
needed by their community, 
said Prince. The Three Rivers 
Medical Reserve Corps and 
the Three Rivers Health Dis-
trict appreciate all the time, 
talents, resources and commit-
ment which are shared by our 
members. 

“We are happy to celebrate 
the service of our volunteers 
and appreciate all they do to 
improve the life and health of 
the citizens of the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula,” 
said Prince.

To learn more about Three 
Rivers Medical Reserve 
Corps, go to vamrc.org.

KILMARNOCK—Four 
candidates for the Kil-
marnock Town Council—
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, 
Howard Straughan, Mae 
Umphlett and Emerson Gra-
vatt—recently announced 
they have “slated” and will 
be running as a team for the 
May 1 election.

However, voter registrar 
Susan Jett reminds voters 

the ballot will include the 
names of individual candi-
dates, and not by slate.

It is the responsibility of 
the voter to know the indi-
viduals by name in order to 
cast a vote, said Jett. Names 
will appear in alphabetical 
order.

Kilmarnock voters may 
pick up to three of six can-
didates seeking election to 

Selfless leadership
I had the wonderful plea-

sure to meet and speak with 
Mr. Travis Abbott. The first 
thing that came to mind was 
“selfless leadership.”

It takes a special person 
to have the mind and heart 
to give up his time and skills 
to volunteer, to answer the 
call and be put at risk in the 
aide of someone else. As 
a lifelong resident, he has 
taken that giving heart and 
has set about giving it back 
to our town in the volunteer 
fire and rescue squad and 
Kilmarnock Planning Com-
mission.

He not only cares about 
the citizen’s welfare, he is 
concerned about the future 
responsible growth in his 
town. That means some-
thing to me and I am glad 
he is out there.

Mr. Abbott is built to 
serve, the skills to succeed, 
and we are blessed to have 
him and his heart. I ask that 
you vote in May and offer 
Mr. Abbott the chance to 
continue to serve Kilmar-
nock in a greater capacity 
on our Town Council.

We all should be as self-
less and find a way to give 
back. The gift of your 
time is more valuable than 
money.

Bernice McElroy,
Kilmarnock

Four candidates approach May 1 election as a ‘slate’
four-year terms, she said. 
They also may select one 
of two candidates seeking 
election to fill an unexpired 
term. There also will be 
space for write-in votes.

The six candidates seek-
ing the four-year terms are 
Travis Abbott, Jane Ludwig, 
Nunn, Jimmy Smith, 
Straughan and Umphlett. 
The two candidates seek-
ing the unexpired term are 
Steve Bonner and Gravatt.

The four candidates who 
recently announced as a 
slate bring 13 combined 
years of experience of serv-
ing on the council, back-
grounds of administrative 
and executive abilities, and 
a deep concern for the bet-
terment of the town, said 
Nunn, who has served on 
council for four years.

She serves on the Rehab 
Board for the Mary Ball 
Community Block Grant 
Project, a project she pro-
posed that brought a $1.4 
million grant to the town, 
and she voted to fund the 
community college, she 
said.

 “I sincerely hope the citi-
zens will look at my voting 
record and know that I am 
for the betterment of Kil-
marnock and what’s best 

for its citizens.  I have no 
personal agenda and I vote 
my conscience – my seek-
ing re-election has nothing 
to do with a power grab or a 
desire to micro-manage the 
administration of the town 
or its staff,” said Nunn.

Straughan served on 
council for two years until 
2010. He advised the prior 
town manager during the 
budgetary process and low-
ered the property taxes for 
every Kilmarnock citizen 
by 28% in 2008.

“There are those who 
would have you believe they 
‘led the charge’ and got your 
taxes lowered, but my work 
was already done by the 
time you received a letter 
from the current mayor,” 
said Straughan.  “He had 
nothing to do with it.  I have 
no personal agenda and am 
a strong proponent of the 
council-manager form of 
government in Kilmarnock 
that has served us well since 
the ‘40s.” 

Umphlett has completed 
her first year on the coun-
cil and has publicly called 
for civility in the meetings. 
She has chastised the mayor 
for his attacks on the town 
manager and other council 
members and his false alle-

gations against them, she 
said.

“Prior to 2010, there was 
no negative press and no 
bickering on the council,” 
said Umphlett. 

Gravatt served on the 
council for six years and 
headed the Main Street 
Project.  He also was instru-
mental in the Northern 
Neck YMCA, American 
Red Cross and the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic 
facilities on Harris Road. 

“I love Kilmarnock and 
I want only what is best 
for the town,” said Gra-
vatt. “We need a council of 
thinking individuals who 
will vote their conscience  
for the residences and busi-
nesses of Kilmarnock  and 
not be persuaded to vote 
differently. In the council-
manager form of govern-
ment, the mayor’s role is 
ceremonial and he chairs 
the council meetings. The 
administration of the town 
is in the hands of the town 
manager.”

 All four of the candi-
dates urge everyone to vote 
on May 1 for what is, in 
their opinion, the most cru-
cial election in the history 
of the Town of Kilmarnock, 
said Nunn. 
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Belle Isle State Park
recognizes volunteers

Health 
District 
appreciates 
volunteers

Red Cross celebrates volunteers
house fire, hurricane, tornado, 
flood or other disaster situa-
tions, said Bishop.

Volunteers provide services 
to members of the military, 
veterans and their families, 
including communications 
linking military members to 
their loved ones during an 
emergency.

Volunteers also teach first 
aid, CPR, swimming, babysit-
ting, and other health and 
safety courses, continued 
Bishop. They staff community 
fairs to encourage their neigh-
bors to learn these lifesaving 
skills and organize celebra-
tions to recognize people who 
use their Red Cross training to 
save lives.

The River Counties and Nor-
thumberland County Chapters 
especially need people who 
can help in their offices, grant 
writing, at events, fundraising 
and disasters. To volunteer, 
call Bishop at 435-7669, or 
580-4922.


