
One week after winning the first boys basket-
ball state championship in Lancaster High 

School history, the varsity Red Devils paraded 
down Main Street in Kilmarnock to cheers and 
applause of hundreds of fans. 

It was a celebration parade 
and a chance for local digni-
taries to offer their congratu-
lations. 

“What a great day to be a 
Lancaster Red Devil,” LHS coach Tim Rice told 
the crowd that gathered in front of Kilmarnock 
Chevron following the parade. 

Rice introduced the members of his team, 
including the state’s Group A, Division 2 player 
of the year Melvin Gregory, and all of his 
coaching staff and managers. 

“All 15 of these players are important to me,” 
said Rice, whose team recorded the best boys 
basketball record in school history at 27-2.   

“This is what I came back five years ago for,” 
said Rice, who said he was a Devil and will 

always be a Red Devil. 
We had ‘’the best record ever and this is the 

best team ever,” said Rice. 
Among the speakers last Saturday praising the 

team for its hard work and success were District 
99 Del. Margaret B. Ransone, Lancaster board 

of supervisors chairman 
Wally Beauchamp, Kilmar-
nock Mayor Raymond Booth, 
Irvington Mayor Ralph 
“Rannie” Ransone, White 
Stone Mayor Lloyd B. Hub-

bard, LHS principal Lori Watrous and school 
superintendent Dr. Daniel Lukich. 

Mayor Booth presented the team with a 
plaque and key to the town as the new official 
ambassadors of the Town of Kilmarnock.

“Somebody told me last summer when I got 
here that Lancaster rocks,” said Dr. Lukich. 
“And last Saturday night, Lancaster County 
rocked the state of Virginia.

“We all know they’re great basketball play-
ers,” he added. “But they’re also great young 
gentlemen of fine character.”
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Reading is a family affair
An African penguin from the Metro-Richmond Zoo was not fazed by some 700 Northumberland 
Elementary School children as he strutted across the stage. The event was the culmination of the 
“Four schools—one book” reading program in which families read a book together. This year’s book, 
Mr. Popper’s Penguins, was read by more than 2,000 families in Lancaster, Middlesex, Richmond and 
Northumberland counties, according to program coordinator Jan Bates. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Brandon Morris flashes the “number one” sign to a cheering crowd as Lancaster High coach Tim Rice 
introduces the members of the state champion basketball team. More photos of the celebration appear 
at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Lancaster’s state champions
are honored by community

Melvin Gregory is named Group 
A, Division 2 player of the year. 
Story on page C1.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

I RV I N G TO N — R a n s o n e ’s 
Nursery last week was awarded 
a contract to demolish the old 
Thomas house on town property 
along Chesapeake Road. The 
Irvington Town Council awarded 
the contract to Ransone as the 
second lowest bidder when the 
original contractor bowed out after 
failing to do the work within five 
months.

Mayor Rannie Ransone, who 
works for the nursery, did not 
participate in the discussion or 
unanimous vote of 6-0. Council 
requested the building be removed 
within 60 days.

During the discussion, council 
members said they were not aware 
of why the contractor had can-
celled.

In other business, town attorney 
Matt Terry reported he received 
notice for rate increases from 
both Aqua Virginia and Dominion 
Power. 

Bob Morrison of the planning 
commission reported a workshop 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. March 20 
at town hall to discuss proposed 
changes to the sign ordinance. 

Council member Kathleen Pol-
lard announced that urban planner 
Ralph Higgens of Irvington will be 
at the April town council meeting 
to begin discussions on what uses 
citizens would prefer for the town 
property and Commons area.

Additionally, she reported she 
was not satisfied with the look 
of the new website and asked the 
finance committee to allocate 
money for a redesign in next year’s 
budget. 

Councilman Gene Edmonds 
requested money be allocated in 
budget planning for wireless inter-
net for the town. A budget plan-
ning work session was scheduled 
for 6:30 p.m., April 5.

Dr. Robert Westbrook said the 
emergency committee will survey 
interest for citizen participation in 
a First Aid training course.

Hope and Glory owner Dudley 
Patteson asked council to consider 
a resolution celebrating Robert 
“King” Carter’s son, Charles 
Carter, as the first Virginian to 
start a vineyard and bottle wine 
in America using French grapes. 
Council decided to consider a res-
olution at the April meeting.

KILMARNOCK—Mayor Ray-
mond Booth’s attempt to stream-
line monthly meetings by remov-
ing the “council comments sec-
tion” from the agenda, hit a snag 
Monday night.

However, town attorney Chris 
Stamm indicated the controversy 
appears to be over, at least for the 
time being. 

The issue stalled proceedings for 
nearly 18 minutes of the 50-minute 
meeting as he researched the issue 
in Robert’s Rules of Order. 

The elimination of the comment 
period was challenged by council 
member Rebecca Nunn when she 
asked town manager Tom Saun-
ders why he removed it from the 
agenda.

“I asked to have them removed,” 
said Booth. “The problem was the 
end of the meeting was getting 
to be a junk session...so I was...
validating to have those items put 
under old or new business.”

Booth said it is his job as mayor 
to review the agenda prior to the 
meeting and add or remove items 
as he sees fit.

Since the agenda had not yet 
been approved, Nunn made a 
motion to put the comments sec-
tion back on the agenda. But when 

HEATHSVILLE—Although 
the Northumberland planning 
commission voted March 15 to 
recommend an amendment to 
the zoning ordinance to define 
pawnbroker shop and precious 
metals dealer shop and lists as 
conditional uses in the busi-
ness general zoning district, the 
decision did not come easily. 

The amendment carried 5-2 
with members Chris Cralle, 
Kevin Elmore, Ed King, Gar-
field Parker and Albert Penley 
voting in favor. Alfred Fisher 
and Bill Kling voted nay. 

The amendment would define 
pawnbroker shop as a place of 
business of any person autho-
rized by the Circuit Court of 
Northumberland County to 
engage in the business of a 
pawnbroker as defined by the 
Code of Virginia.

Precious metals dealer shop 
would be defined as the place of 
business of any person permit-
ted by the sheriff of Northum-
berland County to engage in the 
business of a dealer in precious 
metals and gems as defined in 
Chapter 109, precious metals 
and gems, of the code of Nor-
thumberland County.

“I don’t want to sound anti-
business, but I have strong 
reserves regarding whether this 
is the right kind of business for 
Northumberland County,” said 
Fisher.

He also expressed fears that 
these types of businesses would 
be an easy, close outlet for 
stolen goods.

Kling’s concerns were rooted 
in the potentially increased 
burden on law enforcement. 

“This would place an addi-
tional burden on the sheriff ’s 
office particularly in a time 
when the board is struggling 
to balance the budget,” said 
Kling.

Fisher added that Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins had concerns 
about enforcement as well but 
wouldn’t disclose any specifics 
prompting Elmore to say that 
the sheriff should have voiced 
any reservations during the last 
three months’ meetings.

Elmore and King asked the 
commission to consider those 
who use pawn shops in non-
criminal ways while also con-
sidering the potential of addi-
tional job opportunities and 
tax revenue when making their 
decision. 

“We are in the worst kind of 
economy,” said King. “Give 
them a chance until they prove 
they’re not worthy of it.”

Penley made the motion to 
recommend the amendment 
adding conditions that would 
give the sheriff ’s depart-
ment full input and authority 
in regulation and put a time 
limit on the conditional use 
permit. Elmore seconded the 
motion.

Town awards
new demolition 
contract for the
Thomas house

by Audrey Thomasson

Pawnbroker amendment
splits Northumberland 
planning commission, 5-2

by Shannon Rice

Council
preserves
comment
period at
least one
meeting

by Audrey Thomasson

COUNCIL, continued on page A2

The annual home 
improvement
supplement 
for the Middle 
Peninsula and 
Northern Neck
appears inside.
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Got Clutter? Moving? Downsizing? 

Spring cleanup? Want tax deductions? 

NO PROBLEM!! 

Now accepting DONATIONS* for the 

24 th Annual 

Grace Church 
Yard Sale & Auction 
on May 5th 8am-12 Noon at YMCA Camp Kekoka 

(end of Boy’s Camp Road, Rt. 3 between White Stone and Kilmarnock)

Deliver to camp any Saturday 

March & April  9am-12 noon 

or for Painless Pickup call 453-4485

All Proceeds Returned to Area Non-Profits
*except tires, mattresses/box springs, sofa beds

Booth denied her right 
to make a motion, Nunn 
objected, saying she had 
the floor and under Robert’s 
Rules of Order, he could not 
deny her motion.

Booth informed Nunn 
it would take a 2/3 vote of 
members to override his 

KILMARNOCK—A citi-
zen on Monday expressed 
his concern to council 
regarding political contri-
butions in town elections, 
claiming the public has a 
right to know who is paying 
for a candidate’s campaign 
advertising.

“Donations create an obli-
gation to return something 
by the candidate to the dona-
tor,” said former councilman 
Les Spivey. “Citizens as a 
whole, don’t appreciate can-
didates being financed by 
someone else.”

Spivey said it is sad 
that some candidates have 
accepted money to pay for 
their signage but are not 
disclosing the donors on the 
signs.

Susan Lee, with the state 
board of elections, has previ-
ously stated signs located on 

public property must bear the 
designation “Paid for by....” 
She said the state relaxed the 
rule on signs placed on pri-
vate property; however, she 
strongly advised candidates 
to put the designation on all 
signage.

“Everyone should run if 
they want,” said Spivey. “But 
citizens have a right to know 
who is paying for it.”

“I think your comments 
are right on the line,” said 
Mayor Raymond Booth.

However, he cautioned 
that he “will not allow any 
government meetings to be 
a political forum, especially 
the April meeting.”

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission for Lan-
caster County on March 15 
sent the fiscal year 2013-17 
Capital Improvement Budget 
(CIB) to the board of super-
visors for consideration and 
adoption.

As proposed, the five-year 
planning document totals 
$1,319,064, according to 
planning and land use direc-

tor Don Gill.
The recommendation for 

2013 totals $295,000, said 
Gill. It includes $150,000 
for an Internet Technology 
phone system for the three 
district schools, replacing 
a Verizon system; some 
$80,000 for heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning at 
the middle school as phase 
three of a five-phase project; 
and $58,000 for repairing the 
brick mortar on the old jail 

and clerk’s office utilized by 
the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum.

The CIB recommendations 
will be considered by super-
visors as part of the overall 
budget process, he said.

Members also voted to 
hold a public hearing next 
month on Chapter 2 of the 
county’s five-year compre-
hensive plan. The chapter 
deals with the suitability of 
land for development. 

LANCASTER—County 
planners last week recom-
mended supervisors rezone 
some 47 acres for a private 
tree service to burn debris. 

Clyde A. Stewart Jr., 
owner of Magic Tree Ser-
vice, requested rezoning 
the acreage near the end of 
Western Branch Road from 
R-1, general residential to  
A-2, general agriculture. He 
plans to burn debris from his 
business, said Stewart. Fol-
lowing the planning com-
mission meeting, he sub-
mitted a written proffer to 
the county agreeing to only 
burn debris from his busi-
ness, after several neigh-
bors expressed concern that 
burning might be expanded 
to include debris from other 
tree services, according to 
planning and land use direc-
tor Don Gill. 

The vote was 5-2. Robert 
V. Smart, Glendon A. Pinn 
Jr., Tara Booth, David 
A. Jones and Steven M. 
Sorensen voted in favor 
of the motion. Opposition 
came from David Chupp 
and Ty Brent.        

Supervisors are expected 
to consider his requests 
for rezoning and a special 
exception at a March 29 
meeting.

Waterfowl show offers variety
The 33rd annual Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show to benefit the White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department was held last weekend. In addition to an opportunity to 
purchase decoys, carved creations and artwork from a multitude of vendors, show 
attendees were given a free print created by Tim Donovan of Lovettsville. Charles 
Jobes (left), a 27-year Waterfowl Show veteran, paints colorful decoys. The weekend 
event also included decoy competitions, demonstrations and an opening gala. To view 
more photos, visit RRecord.com. Photo by Shannon Rice

Council keeps comment period
continued from page A1

decision. Nunn argued it 
only required a majority 
vote.

The discussion continued 
while Stamm looked for the 
rules.  

“The council has always 
had a comment section,” said 
Nunn. “This is your attempt 
to silence the council” and 
not within your rights to 
change the agenda without 
council approval, she said.

“I’m trying to make things 
run smoothly here,” said 
Booth. “I’m trying to move 
things along by eliminating 
what has become a junk ses-
sion” at the end of each meet-
ing. 

Nunn asked what he meant 
by “junk session” but the 
mayor did not explain.

After a delay, Stamm indi-
cated it would take a major-
ity vote to overrule the mayor 
since the agenda had not been 
adopted. However, he said he 
was still looking for the rule 
governing a mayor making 
changes to the agenda with-
out council approval.

Booth surrendered the 
point for the moment and 
allowed the “comments” sec-
tion to remain until Stamm 
could report on the issue next 
month. 

Nunn’s motion to adopt the 
agenda with the addition of 
“comments” passed 5-0, sup-
ported by Paul Jones, Mae 
Umphlett, Denis Bouslough 
and Shawn Donahue. Vice 
mayor William Smith did not 
attend the meeting due to ill-
ness.

After the meeting, Stamm 
said the rule governing 
required agenda items is 
located in the town code 

which states the order of busi-
ness includes a section for 
“mayor and council reports” 
at the end of the agenda. 

“That’s not the same thing 
as ‘council comments,’” 
Stamm explained. It deals 
with “reports by the mayor, 
attorney, town manager, 
council members” so it would 
take changing the code to 
remove it. While Stamm said 
the “comments section” is 
a good thing to have on the 
agenda, he noted, “It’s not 
against the rules for (Booth) 
to remove it, but (Nunn) is 
allowed to put it back on. If 
enough people want to get rid 
of it, they can.”

Under council business, 
members voted 5-1 to hold 
all committee meetings at 
town hall.   

On a 4-1 vote, they autho-
rized the audio recording of 
all committee meetings and 
the storing of related tapes. 
Donahue objected, saying 
they should hold the vote for 
30 days in order to test the 
equipment.

However, Nunn noted the 
equipment is the same used 
to record every council meet-
ing. 

Saunders announced the 
Commonwealth Transporta-
tion Board recently approved 
the town’s request to divert 
truck traffic away from Main 
Street and onto the bypass of 
Harris Road and James Jones 
Memorial Highway.

Local deliveries and trucks 
taking Route 200 to Nor-
thumberland County are 
exempt. Saunders said the 
town will fully enforce the 
rule once the board gives 
official notice.

Citizen raises concerns
regarding disclosure of
campaign contributions

by Audrey Thomasson

Rezoning
request is
forwarded
to Lancaster
supervisors

by Audrey Thomasson

Planning commission completes its
fiscal work on capital improvements

by Audrey Thomasson
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Reservations accepted
527 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va

804-435-2000

Our Spring  Hours:
WINE & CHEESE COMPANY

Monday - Dinner Only
(Reservations suggested)

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday
Lunch & Dinner

Wednesday (Closed)
Sunday - Brunch

Beginning April 3rd
Every Tuesday - Prime Rib Au Jus

$14.95

Daily PUB Menu available
between Lunch & Dinner for Fine Food & Spirits

Wine Specials & Gift Certifi cates Available

LANCASTER, PA
Motor Coach Tour  June 19-21, 2012

SHOWS
“JONAH” New Production

“THE CONFESSION”
Musical Amish Love Story

SHOPPING
Kitchen Kettle Village &

Rockvale Outlets

ONLY 
$390.00
Double

Occupancy

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

Greenpoint
Nursery

Re-Opening for the Season
Saturday, March 31st

CLARAVILLE— The Northumberland 
school board on March 12 conducted a 
public hearing on a proposed $16.2 million 
budget for the 2012-13 fiscal cycle. 

Because of reductions in state sales tax 
revenue, state school funds and the loss of 
Virginia stimulus funds, the 
school board is proposing an 
increased county contribu-
tion totaling $11,988,603, 
reflecting a $1,471,783 
increase from last year’s con-
tributions.

This major increase 
incited fears of increased taxes and theories 
regarding how the school board got in this 
position.

Ron Herring said that the school board 
should not have accepted government stimu-
lus funds knowing that they 
would not be available each 
year.

“Treat this school board’s 
check book as if it were your 
own,” said Herring.

Edgar Dole suggested 
that the board of supervisors 
made an unnecessary commitment when it 
decided to take on the burden of 5% con-
tribution to the Virginia Retirement Service 
plan at the expense of the taxpayers. The cost 
of this contribution is expected to increase to 
8% this year amounting to $706,754. 

Disbursements for the next school year 
are projected to increase by $1,067,665 

making the grand total of the proposed 
budget $16,271,579. 

“We will continue to keep this budget as 
low as we can,” said board member Richard 
Saxer.

Possible reduction options include recon-
sideration of the step increase for staff total-
ing $230,189. Another avenue of consider-

ation includes the retirement 
of 10 staff members. As five 
of these positions are not 
mandated, the school board 
may choose to eliminate these 
positions, saving $264,421.

Greg Hunter asked the 
board maintain a competitive 

salary for its employees.
At this point, all figures are projections as 

the General Assembly has not yet approved 
the state budget. 

“There’s a house version, the senate ver-
sion, the governor’s version 
and we’re trying to look at all 
three of those to get an idea 
of where things are likely to 
end up,” said superintendent 
Clint Stables.

The board will meet at 6 
p.m. Monday, March 26, at 

the school board office in Lottsburg to con-
sider the adoption of a budget to submit to 
the board of supervisors by April 1.

In a matter unrelated to the budget, the 
board unanimously voted to transfer the 
old high school property back to the county 
following a motion by Christopher and a 
second from Saxer.

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported misdemeanor 
charges against five individuals.

A White Stone area man, 27, was charged 
March 13 with contempt of court. 

A Tammy Drive woman was charged 
March 15 with issuing a bad check.

A River Road man, 30, was charged March 
15 with contempt of court.

A Western Branch Road man, 22, was 
charged March 15 with contempt of court. 

An Irvington Road man, 43, was charged 
March 17 with failing to obtain a dog tag, fail-
ing to have a dog vaccinated against rabies, 
and cruelty to an animal. 
Activity report

March 13: Staff responded to a distur-
bance call in the 8800 block of Mary Ball 
Road, to an annoying telephone calls com-
plaint in the 5000 block of Windmill Point 
Road, and to a suspicious vehicle complaint in 
the Monaskon Farm area. 

March 14:  Staff responded to a distur-
bance call on Fleets Bay Road, and responded 
to a suspicious vehicle complaint on Iberis 
Road (door to door sales); received a motor-
ist’s report of a reckless driver in the area of 
North Main Street and Old Fairgrounds Way, 
and a larceny report from the 500 block of 
Merry Point Road; and  the School Resource 
Officer received a report of a student assault-
ing a teacher at Lancaster Middle school.

March 15:    Staff responded to a traffic 
crash at Irvington and Weems roads, to an 
injured game animal complaint near Weems 
and Gaskins roads, and to a missing person 
incident on Johns Neck Road (subject located 
within 30 minutes); received a traffic com-
plaint from an Oak Hill Road resident, a 
larceny report from Kamps Mill Road (1994 
U-Haul trailer with Connecticut license plate, 
6’ x 12’ enclosed trailer, $8,000 loss), a lar-
ceny report from Cardinal Lane (pallet forks 
for tractor, $1,000 loss), and a fraud report 
from a Laurel Point Road resident. 

 March 16: Staff responded to a missing 
person incident in the Kilmarnock area (sub-
ject located in White Stone within 2 hours), 
to an attempted burglary on Gaskins Road, 
to an E911 disconnect call on King Carter 
Drive (no emergency services needed), to a 
disturbance call, man armed with a machete, 
on Twin Branch Road, and to an injured game 
animal complaint on Christ Church Road; 
received a fraud report from a River Run 
Road resident ($123 loss), and an identity 
theft report from a McSwain Road resident 
($625 loss). 

March 17:   Staff received a report of 
mailbox vandalism in the 5400 block of 
Windmill Point Road ($25 loss), and a walk-
in request for information about a trespass 
notice not claimed from the U.S. post office; 
responded to an animal control complaint in 
the 2500 block of White Chapel Road, to a 
trespass complaint at Fisher’s sand pit off of 
Irvington Road (no target shooting allowed by 
property owner), to a wild animal complaint 
in the 3100 block of Weems Road, to an E911 
disconnect call in the area of Rappahannock 
Drive and Blueberry Point Road (unable to 
locate caller), to a shots fired call in the area of 
Kathy Drive (target shooting), and to a report 
of several persons destroying mailboxes in the 
area of Oyster Creek Drive ($30 loss). 

March 18:  Staff received mailbox vandal-
ism reports from Oyster Creek Drive ($40 
loss, additional reports pending) and the 5000 
block of Windmill Point Road ($35 loss), 
and a reckless driving complaint from Merry 

Point Road; responded with Emergency 
Services (EMS) to a medical emergency on 
Devils Bottom Road, to an unattended death 
on Pinckardsville Road (apparent suicide, 
pending autopsy report; no further informa-
tion released due to the nature of the incident 
and to protect the victim’s family), and to an 
abuse/neglect complaint on York Road; and  
checked on the well-being of a White Chapel 
Road resident at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services needed). 

March 19:  Staff responded to Carter’s 
Creek Road in an attempt to locate an individ-
ual at the request of MCV hospital staff, and  
to a traffic complaint on Oak Hill Road; noti-
fied the power company of a loss of service 
complaint in the area of Senora Road, and 
Northumberland authorities of a traffic crash 
in Wicomico Church; and  received an E911 
disconnect call from an undetermined loca-
tion (GPS location returns to the cell tower on 
Good Luck Road).

Staff also conducted 11 traffic stops, issued 
a summons, assisted 6 motorists, reported 4 
deer strikes, handled four calls for traffic con-
trol, investigated 4 building alarms, processed 
two mental health orders, logged five inmate 
transports, and fielded four calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a request for med-evac landing 
zone, a smoke report on Technology Park 
Drive, a smoke report at Flowering Fields, a 
downed power line on Boys Camp Road and 
a fire alarm on South Main Street.

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a possible transformer fire in the 
1400 block of Windmill Point Road.

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a smoke alarm in 
the 9000 block of River Road and assisted on 
an EMS call on Oak Farm Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 11 individuals.
Felonies

Joyce Renee Noel, 25, of Reedville was 
charged March 12 on a grand jury indictment 
with felony child abuse/neglect.

Orlando Page, 39, of Burgess was charged 
March 18 with bigamy and perjury.
Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg female, 28, was charged 
March 7 with failure to appear in the Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court.

A Heathsville man, 24, was charged March 
12 with possessing a threatening dog.

A Heathsville woman, 48, was charged 
March 12 with failure to appear in the Gen-
eral District Court in Northumberland and 
Surry counties.

A Reedville man, 59, was charged March 
13 with violating a leash ordinance.

A Reedville man, 63, was charged March 
13 with driving while intoxicated, reckless 
driving, and an unrelated charge of failure to 
apply for a well permit.

A Heathsville man, 34, was charged March 
15 with reckless driving.

A Heathsville man, 30, was charged March 
17 with failure to appear in the General Dis-
trict Court.

A Reedville man, 96, was charged March 
18 with failure to comply with a board of 
health regulation.

A Burgess man, 26, was charged March 
18 with two counts of assault and battery of a 
family member and one count of destruction 
of property.

SALUDA—The Middlesex board of 
supervisors recently approved a plan to 
work with the Virginia Department of 
Aviation to install an Automated Weather 
Observing System (AWOS) at Hummel 
Field in Topping.

The Department of Aviation will now 
proceed with the final design of the 
system proposed for the county-owned 
airfield.

The Department of Aviation will 
fund 80% of the design and installa-
tion costs.
The county will be responsible for 

repair and maintenance costs, and will 
be eligible to be reimbursed for 80% of 
those costs.

The installation will be centered on the 
west face of the county-owned T-hangar 
at the airport in order to minimize the 
obstruction caused by the building. The 
wind sensor portion of the system will 

be mounted 40 feet high, rather than 
the standard 33 feet, to help mitigate the 
effects of the T-hangar.

Officials had first considered placing 
the system near a ravine, but the trees in a 
Chesapeake Bay Resource Management 
Area would have to be trimmed. Because 
of this, the T-hangar location was chosen. 
The T-hangar will provide a logistically 
quicker and a less-costly installation 
location, stated a report from Project 
Manager Adam D. Switzer.

Citizens addresses Northumberland’s
proposed $16.2 millon school budget

by Shannon Rice

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors will hold 
three public hearings at the 
March 29 board meeting. 
The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. in the board meeting 
room at the administration 
building in Lancaster.

Supervisors will consider 
minor text amendments to 
the introduction and chapter 
one of the county’s compre-
hensive plan. 

Also under review are 
applications from Clyde 
A. Stewart Jr. to rezone 
two parcels near the end of 
Western Branch Road by 
Corrotomon by-the-Bay 
from general residential 
to general agriculture use. 
The parcels are 43.51 acres 
and 3.999 acres. Addition-
ally, Stewart is requesting a 
special exception to operate 
a stump/brush/scrap wood 
burning and chipping facil-
ity on the property.

By a 5-2 vote, the plan-
ning commission last week 
recommended the board 
approve the request for 
rezoning.

KILMARNOCK—Lan-
caster school board is 
tentatively scheduled to 
meet at 6:30 p.m., Monday, 
March 26, to vote on a pro-
posed $15.7 million budget 
for fiscal year 2012-13. 
However, if the General 
Assembly does not pass the 
state budget by end of busi-
ness Monday, the board vote 
will be postponed until 6:30 
p.m. Friday, March 30. The 
meeting will be held at the 
the middle school on School 
Street in Kilmarnock.

The proposed budget 
reflects an increase of some 
$114,759, over the current 
budget. The county is being 
asked to pick up an addi-
tional $154,100, for a total 
of $10.58 million.

The increase reflects 
continued erosion of fund-
ing at the state and federal 
levels and displacement of 
retirement funding from 
the state to the local level, 
which could amount to 
some $500,000. To offset 
that amount, the school dis-
trict plans additional cuts of 
about $650,000.

Much of the savings 
will be realized through 
employee attrition and not 
layoffs, according to school 
superintendent Dr. Daniel 
Lukich. 

“Treat this school 
board’s check book as if 
it were your own.”

—Ron Herring, 
Wicomico Church

“We will continue to 
keep this budget as low 
as we can.”

—Richard Saxer, 
school board member

The Agenda
Local Government News

Airfield to get automated weather observing system
by Lary S. Chowning

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

For Breaking News in the Northern Neck RRecord.com
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KILMARNOCK—Not 
knowing quite what to 
expect at the University 
of Richmond, 36 art-lov-
ers boarded a Rappahan-
nock Art League charter 
bus March 7 for a day of 
discovery, reported Agnes 

Carter who, along with 
Susan Judd, organized the 
event.

 The Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts was the ulti-
mate destination, however 
the morning was to be 
spent at UR to see an art 

Northern Neck Rotary 
Club charter member Jack 
Neal recently visited with 
his former club and shared 
thoughts related to the 
young people of Lancaster 
County and the event he 
helped found and coined 
the name CAPINNÉ.

Neal is trustee of the 
George Verlander Trust 
which provides scholar-
ship grants to graduating 
students from Weems and 
Lancaster County.

“These kids coming out 
of this high school today 
are good products. We hear 
so many bad things coming 
out of the school, but they 
are good kids,” Neal said.  
“When they go out into the 
community and on to higher 
education they do well.”

George Verlander, a 
former Rotarian, grew up in 
Weems and joined the Mer-
chant Marine through the 
Merchant Marine Academy 
and sailed the world.  On the 
high seas, he got involved 
with the stock market and 
while he never earned a 
W-2 wage over $12,000, 
George was able to amass a 
portfolio of approximately 
$1 million and a dream to 
help the children of Weems 
to get a higher education, 
said Neal.

Verlander created a trust 
with Neal as trustee and 
at the time of his death in 
1994, theVerlander Trust 
was a bit over $2.5 million. 
Over time the trust grew to 
today’s value of approxi-
mately $8.5 million. Neal 
told the club that today there 
are 425 of George’s kids 
under the trust’s scholar-
ship at an average of $5,000 
each.

As a student in a simi-

lar rural community, he 
took courses in agricul-
ture and industrial arts,  so 
he left school with skills 
and a trade; in fact, much 
of his college education 
was earned welding in the 
summer, said Neal. His 
view of today’s graduates 
is that they don’t have the 
same advantage of trade 
skill training. Neal’s next 
project is to leverage the 
trade skills being taught 
regionally to provide skills 
which a student can use 
right out of high school. 

This gives the person an 
opportunity to make four 
to fi ve times the wages that 
they can earn without those 
skills. It opens many doors, 
including college, to the 
student, said Neal.

As a charter member, 
Neal took great interest in 
CAPINNÉ. The event will 
have a somewhat differ-
ent look while still keep-
ing the founding concept of 
“Caring about People In the 
Northern Neck.”

This year a gourmet dinner 
will be held at Festival Halle 
in Reedville July 21 with 
entertainment by comedian 
Tom Cotter. His credits 
include The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno, the Late Late 
Show with Craig Kilborne 
and Comedy Central.

There also will be a small 
auction and social hour. 
Proceeds will benefi t chari-
ties and programs in Lan-
caster and Northumberland 
counties.

Neal said that he would 
subscribe and be the fi rst to 
take an entire table for eight 
attendees.

The club meets at 7:30 
a.m. Wednesdays at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.

From left are Rotarian Cliff Lucas, Jack Neal and club 
president and Ken Knull.

Rotary Club News
by Roy Cameron.

Rappahannock Art League members view the sarcophagus at the University of 
Richmond mummy exhibit.

Art league members pursue ‘day of discovery’
exhibit and an exhibit of 
their mummy. The beauty 
of the campus and the 
professionalism of the 
docents made for a memo-
rable stop, said Carter.

Joan Snyder’s “Danc-
ing With the Dark” print 
exhibit lived up to its title. 
Snyder, a recipient of the 
McArthur “genius award,” 
expressed her dark side 
brilliantly, said Carter.

 “Ti-Amen-Net: an 
Ancient Mummy, an Egyp-
tian Woman, and Modern 
Science” is an exhibit that 
mirrors the VMFA exhibit, 
but on a more personal 
level, she said.

The afternoon was spent 
at the VMFA where, along 
with the main attraction of 
the “Mummy: Secrets of 
the Tomb” including the 
spell-binding 3-D movie 
produced by the Brit-
ish Museum, the group 
enjoyed the other spe-
cial exhibits of “Elvis at 
21” and the ”Mourners,” 
extraordinary alabas-
ter statues on loan from 
France, said Carter.

RRecord.com
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The Virginia Insti-
tute of Marine Sci-

ence recently launched 
“OspreyCam” that allows 
public viewing of an 
osprey family during its 
annual nesting and breed-
ing season on the shores 
of Chesapeake Bay. That 
season typically runs from 
early March through July.

The real-time video feed 
(vims.edu/osprey) comes 
from a nest that sits atop a 
65-foot water tower on the 
VIMS campus in Glouc-
ester Point. The nest site 
has been occupied every 
breeding season for several 

decades. The OspreyCam 
was first erected in spring 
2011 and recently raised 
to provide a better view 
into the nest. Installation 
was accomplished with 
help from SignMedia of 
Hampton.

Ospreys are of particular 
interest to researchers at 
VIMS because they are 
the only birds of prey that 
subsist almost exclusively 
on a diet of live fishes—
hence their common name 
of “fish hawks.”

Fisheries scientists, 
including those involved 
in the Chesapeake Bay 
Multispecies Monitoring 
and Assessment Program 
(ChesMMAP) at VIMS, 
are increasingly shifting 
their focus from stud-
ies of single species to 
broader investigations 
that consider the interac-
tions among species in an 
ecosystem. Ospreys are 
part of those interactions, 
feeding on a number of 
commercially and recre-
ationally important fishes 
such as menhaden, white 

perch, croaker, oyster 
toadfish and American 
eel.

“Ospreys are a notable 
part of the Chesapeake 
Bay ecosystem, preying on 
many species of fish and 
providing a highly visible 
reminder of the important 

links between water, air, 
and land,” said Dr. Rob 
Latour, head of the ChesM-
MAP program at VIMS.

 Fish comprise more 
than 99% of the osprey’s 
diet. Unlike bald eagles, 
they usually feed on live 
prey, not carrion.
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NEWPORT NEWS—With 
more than 50 separate whales 
spotted near Virginia Beach 
since December, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
Office of Law Enforcement 
recently issued a reminder to 
all those on the water.

Folks are reminded to 
observe whales from a safe 
distance of at least 100 yards, 
500 yards for endangered 
North  Atlantic right whales.

“Giving a whale a wide 
berth not only helps protect 
the whales, but also protects 
those who are  interested in 
seeing them in their natural 
habitat,” said special agent 
in charge Logan Gregory of 
the Northeast Division. “All 
whales are protected under the  
Marine Mammal Protection 
Act (MMPA). Species in our 
area – humpback whales, fin 
whales and the  North Atlan-
tic right whale – also are pro-
tected under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA).”

The MMPA and ESA pro-
hibit, with certain exceptions, 
the “take” of marine mam-
mals in waters  or on lands 
under the jurisdiction of the 
United States. Both laws 
define “take” as “harass, hunt,  
capture, kill or collect” or the 
attempt to do so.

What some consider harm-
less behavior—such as feed-
ing, swimming with or touch-
ing marine  mammals—is 
considered harassment and is 
unlawful. These actions can 
disturb the whales and result 
in injury to the animals and 
the people watching them.

NOAA Fisheries indicated 
that watching marine mam-
mals in their natural habitat 
can be a  positive way to pro-
mote conservation and respect 
for the animals and the marine 
environment. However, marine 
mammals should be admired 
from a distance for their safety 
and for viewers’  protection.

The Office of Law Enforce-
ment has a 24-hour hotline 
to report suspected viola-
tions: 1-800 -853-1964. Sus-
pected violations in the Vir-
ginia Beach area also can be 
reported directly to  Office of 
Law Enforcement’s Newport 
News office at 757-595-2692.

For more information on 
responsible marine wildlife 
viewing, visit nmfs.noaa.gov.

WARSAW—For the second year in a 
row, the Irish and a lot of wannabe Irish 
reveled at the Shamrock Soiree at Bland-
field Plantation to benefit The Haven Shel-
ter & Services. The event held on Saturday, 
March 17, was even more festive this year 
as it fell on the feast of St. Patrick, reported 
Joni Lawler. 

The Irish coffee bar, tended by John 
Lawler, whose distant family owns a pub in 
County Cork, Ireland, was a hit of the eve-
ning, said Joni Lawler. His two assistants, 
Brenda Gladding and Lois Spencer, helped 
give the brew truth to the Alex Levine quote, 
“Only Irish coffee provides in a single glass 
all four essential food groups; alcohol, caf-
feine, sugar and fat.”

There was lively bidding at the silent auc-
tion for theme baskets filled by members of 
The Haven board of directors along with 
great items contributed by the business 
community and supporters of The Haven, 
said Joni Lawler.   

There was a “crystal bowl” auc-
tion, where participants put tickets in 
bowls before the item they wanted and 
the competition was fierce, she said. A 
wheelbarrow filled with bottles of cheer 
was pushed around the various rooms 
by Brook Davis and the attendees pur-
chased chances to win it. Most everyone 
was wearing green fearing they may be 
pinched which added to the festive Irish 
theme.  

CHARLOTTEVILLE—
Recent sustained warm 
temperatures urge spend-
ing time outdoors. Virginia 
Department of Forestry 
(VDOF) officials remind 
citizens to protect them-
selves and their property 
when outdoor activities 
involve burning.

The Commonwealth’s 
4 p.m. Burning Law is in 
effect and prohibits burning 
before 4 p.m. through April 
30, if the fire is in, or within 
300 feet of woodland, 
brushland or fields contain-
ing dry grass or other flam-
mable materials.

Since January 1, the 
VDOF has responded to 
166 fires that burned 1,570 
acres. Although more than 
100 homes and structures 
have been protected during 
this period, homes and 
structures have been dam-
aged. In addition, serious 
injury or death can occur as 
individuals legally burn.

“Firefighting is a dan-

gerous practice best left to 
trained professionals,” said 
VDOF assistant director for 
resource protection Fred X. 
Turck. “When an individual 
without this training faces 
a fire escaping in front of 
them, they may panic and 
make decisions that increase 
the risk to themselves and 
their property.”

Folks should always call 
911 as soon as a fire gets 
away, he said. 

Citizens who legally burn 
should practice these steps:

leaves, compost them in the 
fall.

is in excess of 20 mph and/
or blowing in the direction 
of homes, or other struc-
tures.

-
tice an escape plan with 
family and pets.

or other debris, obey all 
laws and restrictions; clear 
an area around the burn 

pile, and keep burn piles 
small.

space,” an area of at least 30 
feet in all directions around 
homes and outbuildings 
that is free of highly flam-
mable trees and shrubs;

and a fully charged water 
hose ready before lighting 
a fire.

needles from roof and gut-
ters.

fire.

number/address can be 
easily seen from the street.

A violation of the 4 p.m. 
Burning Law is a Class 
3 misdemeanor punish-
able by up to a $500 fine. 
In addition to the criminal 
violation, those who allow 
a fire to escape are liable 
for the cost of suppress-
ing the fire as well as any 
damage caused to others’ 
property.

Scientists launch ‘OspreyCam’

This pair of osprey recently returned from South 
America for their annual nesting and breeding season on 
the shores of Chesapeake Bay in Gloucester Point. Help 
VIMS choose a name for each member of the pair at 
https://forms.wm.edu/4268. Vote from a list of suggested 
names that are based on geographic and cultural 
features, or suggest some names. The chosen names will 
be announced April 2.

OspreyCam captures 
image of fish hawk.

Give whales
a wide berth

From left are Ellen Yackel, Brenda Gladding, Pat Martin, Jason Fortune, Dana Rose, 
Sandy Longest, Sue Farmar, Rick Farmar, Bonnie Baum, Tiffany Bradshaw, George 
Longest, Joni Lawler and John Lawler.

Shamrock Soiree benefits The Haven
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“I’ve seen a look in 
dogs’ eyes, a quickly 
vanishing look of amazed 
contempt, and I am con-
vinced that basically 
dogs think humans are 
nuts.” —John Steinbeck

Based on some of the 
laws enacted over the 
years regarding dogs, 
humans are nuts. Beyond 
all the “necessary” leash 
laws, dangerous dog ordi-
nances, licensing require-
ments and inoculation 
regulations, there are quite 
a few right down obnox-
ious rules on the books.

In Oklahoma, dogs must 
have a permit signed by 
the mayor to congregate 
in groups of three or more 
on private property. Mean-
while, people who make 
ugly faces at dogs can be 
fined and/or jailed.

It’s also illegal to make 
faces at dogs in Normal, 
Ill.

Folks may not take a 
French poodle to the opera 
in Chicago. It is also ille-
gal to give a dog whiskey 
in Illinois. In Zion, Ill., it 
is illegal to give lighted 
cigars to dogs or cats.

Elsewhere in Illinois, 
no person may “keep 
or maintain any animal 
(including dogs), poultry 
or fowl in such a manner 
to cause an inconve-
nience or disturbance to 
other persons by reason 
of noise, odor or other 
causes.” 

People are not allowed 
to participate in dog fights 
in Idaho.

In Connecticut, dogs 
cannot get an education 
and any dogs with tattoos 
must be reported to police.

In Paulding, Ohio, 
policemen can bite a dog 
to make him quiet, “When 
a dog bites a man that 
is not news, but when a 
man bites a dog that is 
news.”—Charles Anderson 
Dana, “What is News?” 
The New York Sun, 1882. 

In Marysville, Ohio, 
it is illegal for dogs to 
urinate on fire hydrants. 
“Some days you’re the 
dog, some days you’re the 
fire hydrant.”—Unknown.

On Denver’s tramways, 
all dogs were required 
to pay full fare and they 
weren’t allowed to transfer.

Denver also passed a 
law in 1936 requiring 
dogcatchers to notify dogs 
of impending impounding 
by posting a notice three 
consecutive days on a tree 
in the city park and along 
a public road leading 
through the park.

An ordinance in Belve-
dere, Calif., says “No dog 
shall be in a public place 
without its master on a 
leash.”

In Delaware, a couple 
may not neck, or hold 
hands, while walking a 
dog on a leash.

Animals, including 
dogs, are banned from 
mating publicly within 
1,500 feet of a tavern, 
school or place of worship 
in California.

In Barber, N.C., cats 
and dogs are not allowed 
to fight.

Cats are forbidden to 
chase dogs up telephone 
poles in International 
Falls, Mich.

In Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
it is unlawful for dogs to 
be on the beach during 
the day during summer 
months except for assis-
tance or law enforcement 
dogs.

In Little Rock, Ark., 
dogs may not bark after 
6 p.m. “A barking dog is 
often more useful than a 
sleeping lion.”—Washing-
ton Irving

Although horses and 
cows are allowed on the 
common in Hopkinton, 
Mass., dogs are not.

In Nevada, it is “legal” 
to hang someone for 
shooting your dog on your 
property.

“Life is like a dog sled 
team. If you ain’t the lead 
dog, the scenery never 
changes.”—Lewis Griz-
zard

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

This buzzard appears to be soaking up the last rays before sunset.

Photo by Beverly Smoot

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

Sometimes, regardless of how 
long, or how well, one knows 

an individual, the other person 
truly can surprise you. About 
three years ago my good wife vol-
unteered us to co-host the coffee 
hour one Sunday after church. We 
have undertaken such activities 
often in the past, but this time was 
to be a first partnering with Mari-
anne and Bob Schmitt.

The ladies coordinated the plans 
for what to serve, and I assisted in 
the preparation of our part. We 
went to church, and left immedi-
ately after the final dismissal to 
join the Schmitts at the parish hall 
for the unfolding of the festivities. 
When we crossed the street and 
entered the hall, Bob was there by 
himself, laying out the delicacies, 
having gone to church the previ-
ous night to have Sunday morning 
free to put the final steps in place.

We asked if Marianne had 
arrived, and he replied that she was 
ill, briefly hospitalized, and conse-
quently, unable to attend. My good 
wife urged him to leave at once to 
see to her needs, but he replied 
that everything was in order on 
all fronts. I was unloading our car, 
and missed some of the conversa-
tion, but he had arisen at 6 a.m. to 

begin baking and cooking for the 
event.

In no time he had laid out a 
table that was memorable in every 
respect. Bob was a retired admi-
ral, whose career in naval intelli-
gence had seen him posted to vari-
ous assignments across the globe, 
until he moved to the shores of 
Mill Creek to enjoy 
life in the Northern 
Neck. I was famil-
iar with his naval 
and academic back-
ground, but totally 
unlearned about his 
culinary abilities.

In the course of 
the preparations, as 
parishioners were 
entering the hall, 
I asked him about the various 
“haute cuisine” dishes he had 
prepared. His specialty breads 
were incredible: gingerbread that 
rivaled my grandmother’s that I 
recall from childhood, muffins of 
a level of lightness that seemed 
to be an antidote for gluttony, and 
another concoction baked with 
nuts, the name for which I did not 
get. All of his work had been from 
scratch, and he knew the recipes 
by heart, hence they genuinely 

were his, and not the products of 
any cookbooks.

I concluded that from his naval 
background he had developed 
a remarkable level of self-suffi-
ciency in any circumstance that 
made possible his rising to what-
ever the occasion irrespective of 
the challenge. He took everything 

as a matter of course, 
and understood what 
was his task for as 
simple a project as 
co-hosting a coffee 
hour, and did it with 
alacrity and plea-
sure.

He appreciated 
the profuse com-
pliments that I and 
many others paid to 

his delights, and responded mod-
estly to the numerous requests for 
recipes with the news that he had 
made the items from memory and 
could not give accurate instruc-
tions given the freehand manner 
in which he had baked them.

All the more extraordinary for 
the occasion for many of us was 
the realization that several times 
over the previous few years Bob 
had suffered bouts of cancer. His 
hair was naturally dark brown, and 

he had not lost any hair, except 
when he was undergoing chemo-
therapy. As soon as those sessions 
were over, his brown, wavy hair 
returned untouched, making him 
look two decades younger than his 
actual age.

Bob was an intellectual, as one 
might expect knowing of his life in 
the gamut of intelligence. He was 
a citizen of the world, informed 
on all of the major issues that our 
country faced, and having made 
his acquaintance only after his 
naval career had ended, I greatly 
respected all that this gifted man 
had been able to contribute to our 
national welfare.

That unique coffee hour revealed 
a facet of his total persona that I 
had not anticipated, and caused 
me to stand in admiration of this 
admiral who liked to bake, as well 
as to be the consummate host. 
Bob died two weeks ago, and I 
am grateful that from that Sunday 
midday gathering I obtained 
insight into another aspect of his 
creativity and dedication, both of 
which always rested on the cush-
ion of abiding cheerfulness.

Rear Admiral Robert William 
Schmitt, U.S.N., Ret., December 
16, 1933—March 8, 2012, R.I.P.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Bob was an 
intellectual, as 
one might expect 
knowing of his 
life in the gamut 
of intelligence.

The Confederates had been busy during 
the winter adding protective iron plates 

to the sides of their wooden ships to help 
counter the naval superiority of the Union.

They planned to use the Confederate iron-
clads to break the Union blockades and to 
stop Union ships from entering and shelling 
southern cities and ports. One of the larger 
Confederate vessels to be ironclad was CSS 
Virginia (formerly USS Merrimack) that 
guarded the mouth of the James River lead-
ing to Richmond.

USS Merrimack had been scuttled by the 
Union at Gosport Navy Yard in Norfolk in 
April 1861. The Confederates raised the 
ship from the bottom of the river and put 
her into dry dock for engine repairs and 
refitting with iron plates, a ram, and artil-
lery.  When re-launched on February 23, 
1862, the Merrimack was re-commissioned 
as CSS Virginia. Despite the improvements, 
the ship had shortcomings. She was large, 
bulky, lacked maneuverability, and required 
a water depth of at least twenty feet. 

Meanwhile, the Union knew of the Con-
federate ironclad developments and was 
working on designs to counter them. Rather 
than adding iron plates to a large number of 
existing ships, the Union chose to develop a 
new series of ironclad vessels. As February 
was coming to a close, the Union introduced 
USS Monitor as the new ironclad intended 
to confront CSS Virginia. Aware that the 
Virginia had been launched, Union forces at 
Newport News anticipated that the Confed-
erates would be ready to attack soon, possi-
bly by the end of the month. The Union was 
anxious to deploy the Monitor to neutralize 
this threat, but was having difficulties get-
ting the ship underway from its base in New 
York.

March 4: USS Monitor completes sea 
trials, but is delayed leaving New York by 
steering problems.

March 5: CSS Virginia is loaded with 
gunpowder and expected to be ready for 
action in days.

March 7: Sea trials for CSS Virginia 
are delayed by heavy gales. USS Monitor, 
en route to Hampton Roads, is hit by gales 
along the New Jersey coast and in danger 

of sinking. She is put in tow and continues 
toward Virginia. 

March 8: The iron plates of CSS Virginia 
are coated with heavy grease to help deflect 
shot and she casts off from shore, down the 
Elizabeth River into the James toward New-
port News. Accompanied by CSS Beaufort 
and CSS Raleigh, she exchanges fire with 
batteries at Newport News around 2 p.m.

Around 2:20 p.m., the Virginia is con-
fronted by USS Cumberland and USS 
Congress. Both Union ships are quickly 
disabled. The Congress is set afire and the 
Cumberland rammed. Meanwhile, USS 
Minnesota and USS St. Lawrence run 
aground nearby and are shelled by the Vir-
ginia, but both remain afloat. By 8 p.m., 
CSS Virginia is returning to port.  By 9 
p.m., USS Monitor enters Hampton Roads 
under the cover of dark and anchors next to 
USS Minnesota.

March 9: Around 8 a.m., CSS Virginia, 
unaware of the Monitor’s presence, is under-
way to finish off the Minnesota. Several 
shots from the Virginia set the Minnesota on 
fire. USS Monitor then appears and places 
itself between the Virginia and the Min-
nesota. Expecting only to engage wooden 
ships, the Virginia is not carrying the right 
kind of ordnance to best battle an ironclad. 
The Monitor and the Virginia fire at each 
other from close range as they struggle for 
advantage.

The much smaller Monitor with its rotat-
ing artillery box has maneuverability while 
the Virginia has power and bulk. The Vir-
ginia rams the Monitor and the Monitor rams 
back, but neither suffers mortal damage. 
USS Monitor breaks off action at 12:10 
p.m. when her commander, Lt. Worden, is 
wounded. The battle ends in a draw, having 
exposed the vulnerabilities of both ships.

However, the incident leaves Union lead-
ers confident and they decide that an inva-
sion up the Hampton Roads peninsula is the 
best route to Richmond. 

This article is provided by the Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee and Mary Ball Washington Museum 
& Library with assistance from Ed Trexler, 
author of Civil War Northern Neck.

Civil War Sesquicentennial
150 Years Ago This Month: March 1862
Battle of the Ironclads in Hampton Roads

(Reprints from the March 
22, 1912, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Kilmarnock

Remember the “Shut ins” 
at this Lenten season.

Mrs. Faulkner and Mrs. 
Katie McCrobie are quite sick 
again, also Mrs. McCrobie’s 
baby.

Steamer “Active” returned 
from Baltimore today.

Carpenters are busy 
remodeling the first house on 
Enterprise Park, which Miss 
M. Tapscott will occupy as a 
boarders home.

The Civic League held an 
important meeting in Brent’s 
Hall, Wednesday.

Mrs. B. H. B. Hubbard and 
little daughter of White Stone, 
spent Monday with the for-
mer’s sister, Mrs. R. H. Chil-
ton.
Iberis

Thos. P. Towles has sold his 
saw-mill to Mr. McAllister, of 
Sampson’s Wharf.

William Deggs, of Weems, 
spent Sunday at his home near 
here.

Julian Lewis, of Sharps, 
spent Sunday with Ulie Pruett, 
near Merry Point.

Mrs. Jas. Beane and son, 
Warner Carroll, are visiting 
relatives in Baltimore and 
Washington.

Honor Roll of Merry 
Point school: L. D. McKen-
ney teacher, has improved 
recently. The following names 
are on the roll, Willie, Ruth 
Grace, George, and Artemius 
Davis, Annie and Louise 
Towles, Virgie McKenney, 
Minnie Pruett, Mannie, and 
Charlie Pitts.

Mrs. A. R. Chilton, of 
Merry Point, returned home 

last week after spending some 
time at her parental home in 
Connecticut.
Millenbeck

The Bertrand Oyster Co., 
and R. Lloyd Ficklin, have 
closed their oyster packing 
houses for this season.

W. A. Dameron, of Weems, 
was seen here last week on 
business.

Mrs. W. W. Davenport was 
confined to her home sev-
eral days last week with La 
Grippe.

Owing to the continued 
heavy rain, little or nothing 
has been done in the way of 
farming.

J. R. Luckham was in Balti-
more recently on business.

W. C. Towles, of Bertrand, 
has purchased T. F. Warren’s 
large gasoline boat, and will 
use her in the oyster busi-
ness.

It is rumored that the Adams 
Express Co. will shortly estab-
lish an office here, which will 
be a great convenience to the 
people.

H. B. Boughton spent a few 
days the past week with his 
sister, Mrs. Wm. McDonald 
Lee, at Irvington.

Quite a large number of 
persons from this section 
attended Lancaster court on 
Monday of this week.
Lady Hurt

While docking her gas boat 
at Irvington wharf Wednes-
day, Mrs. Hugh Owen, of 
Weems, sustained painful 
injuries through smashing her 
hand. Dr. Newbill dressed the 
wounds.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

As Virginia moves closer to a constitutional amendment to 
protect private property owners from eminent domain abuse, 
Congress is considering similar legislation.

Virginia law regarding eminent domain was changed in 2007 
to strictly define public use, in response to a 2005 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that allowed states to use eminent domain to 
take private property for other private development. That deci-
sion has been protested ever since, because the court ignored 
the normal “public use” standard that maintained land could be 
taken only for a legitimate public use.

A bill was introduced in the 2011 General Assembly to 
amend the Virginia constitution to mirror the 2007 statutory 
changes and further ensure just compensation for landowners. 
It passed again this year and will be on the ballot for Virginia 
voters in November.

The proposed amendment has three key parts: Public entities 
can take private property for public use only; the entities cannot 
take more land than is necessary for that public use; and land-
owners must be justly compensated.

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation has supported the amend-
ment over the past several years.

The U.S. House of Representatives recently approved similar 
legislation. The Private Property Rights Protection Act, H.R. 
1433, would prevent states from using eminent domain to take 
property for economic development and establish a private right 
of action for property owners if a state or local government vio-
lates the new rule. It also would limit federal funds to states 
where property is taken in violation of the law.

“The fact that our federal legislature is also taking steps to 
ensure landowners’ rights is very encouraging,” said VFBF 
assistant director of governmental relations Trey Davis. “I hope 
this support for private property rights from state and federal 
government continues into the fall, and that the constitutional 
amendment is successful on the 2012 Virginia ballot.”

Federal efforts to protect 
property rights mirror Virginia’s 
constitutional amendment
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Paid Advertisement

Notice of a Call to the Lancaster County 
Republican Party Mass Meeting

 A Lancaster County Republican Party 
Mass Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 
17, 2012, at 7 p.m. (with doors opening at 6:15 
p.m. for registration) at Hill’s Quarter Commu-
nity Center, 723 Old St. John’s Rd., Irvington, 
VA, 22480 for the purpose of electing a Chair-
man and Members of the Republican Commit-
tee for the next two years. The Mass Meeting 
will also elect Delegates and Alternates to the 
Republican Party of Virginia State Convention, 
to be held on June 16 at the Greater Richmond 
Convention Center, beginning at 10 a.m. for the 
purpose of electing a State Party Chairman, 
RNC National Committeeman, RNC National 
Committeewoman, 13 at-large Delegates and 
13 at-large Alternate Delegates to the RNC con-
vention, and two at-large Presidential Electors. 
The Mass Meeting will also elect Delegates and 
Alternate Delegates to the Republican Party of 
Virginia First Congressional District Convention 
to be held on May 12, 2012, at the T. C. Walker El-
ementary School Gloucester Va., beginning at 1 
p.m. local time for the purpose of electing a First 
District Chairman, three Delegates and three 
Alternates to the Republican National Conven-
tion, a Presidential Elector, and three members 
of the Republican State Central Committee. 
 
 There will be no registration fee to par-
ticipate in this Mass Meeting, but a voluntary 
registration fee of $35 is requested to attend the 
Republican State Convention and a voluntary 
registration fee of $10 is requested to attend the 
First Congressional District Convention.  
 
 Candidates for election as Lancaster 
County Republican Chairman shall file a writ-
ten statement to Joan Blackstone at the ad-
dress below, which must be received no later 
than 5 p.m. on April 15, 2012.  Candidates 
for election as Delegates and Alternates to 
the Republican State Convention and the 
First Congressional District Convention, and 
to 2012-2014 membership on the Lancaster 
County Republican Committee shall pre-file 
on an official form, stating their intent to seek 
election. The pre-file form shall be submit-
ted no later than April 15 to Page Hunt Trea-
surer, c/o Lancaster County Republican Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 1215 Kilmarnock, VA 22382.  
 
 For more information, contact Joan 
Blackstone, P.O. Box 532, (40 Oyster Point) 
White Stone, VA 22578, 804-435-6464. 
 
 The complete Call to the Lancaster 
County Republican Mass Meeting and copies 
of the official pre-filing form can be found at 
www.rpv.org and www.va1gop.org.

Paid for and authorized by the 
Lancaster County Republican Committee

OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION
Irvington, Kilmarnock, & 

White Stone Town Elections

The Constitution of Virginia requires that you 
be registered In the precinct in which you live 
in order to be qualified to vote.

Election Date: Tuesday, May 1, 2012. polls 
open at 6:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.

The last Day to Register to Vote or Update 
your Current Registration for this election is 
Tuesday, April 9, 2012

Absentee Voting (for those unable to vote at 
their regular polling place on Election Day) is 
available Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Voter Registration Of-
fice, 8311 Mary Ball Rd., Administrative Build-
ing, Lower Level, Lancaster, VA 22503. On 
Saturday, April 28, 2012, the Voter Registration 
Office will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
for final in person absentee voting.

Should you have further questions, please 
call the Lancaster County Voter Registration 
Office at 462-5277 .

Presidents are not
at fault for high
gasoline prices

In summer 2008, when 
gas prices peaked at $4.28 
per gallon, Democrats 
blamed President Bush. 
Now, with gas prices close 
to $4 a gallon, Republi-
cans are blaming President 
Obama.

Democrats were wrong 
in 2008 and Republicans 
are wrong now. Neither the 
president nor Congress has 
immediate control over gas 
prices.

They have only limited 
long-term influence because 
petroleum prices are set 
by worldwide supply and 
demand, by refining prac-
tices, and only slightly by 
conditions within the U.S.

Because the price of 
crude oil is set on the world 
market, it is affected by 
things we cannot control. 
Global demand is soaring. 
Meanwhile, according to 
the International Energy 
Agency Oil Market Report, 
oil supplies are not keeping 
up, causing prices to rise.

Unrest in Iran causes 
instability—speculators 
drive up crude oil prices. In 
the U.S., by May 1 each year 
refineries change over from 
winter-blend to summer-
blend gasoline. Summer gas 
is more expensive. During 
the changeover, supplies are 

No wonder
It is not surprising that 

Del. Ransone neglected to 
mention in her recent Dele-
gate’s Reports that she voted 
for House Bill 462 and is 
listed as a co-sponsor. 

Sen. McDougle also 
voted for HB 462, but did 
not mention it in his report 
either.

No wonder. Anyone sup-
porting this bill should be 
ashamed.  

HB 462 mandated that 

Afghanistan is
not our problem

Recent events in Afghani-
stan, including the destruc-
tion of the Koran and a U.S. 
serviceman’s murder of 16 
civilians, have given rise to 
strident opposition to U.S. 
military operations in that 
country.

I assert that the average 
American cannot describe 
Afghanistan’s geographic 
location or grasp why 
American service person-
nel are there at all except to 
the extent that is believed 
that a military struggle 
there relates to the murder-
ous destruction of the World 
Trade Center 

It is uncertain that Afghan-
istan, rather than the rela-
tively uncontrolled Afghan-
istan/Pakistan border areas 

Propaganda 
breeds plagiarism

“Skilled plagiarism invari-
ably surpasses inept creativ-
ity.” Those were the words 
on a plaque hanging on my 
editor’s wall at my first job 
out of college. After some 
righteous shock expressed 
on my part, he smiled and 
said to focus on the words 
“skilled plagiarism.”

It is obvious that our rep-
resentatives in Richmond 
don’t believe in practicing 
“skilled plagiarism,” rather 
they just outright plagiarize, 
it’s easier.  

Take for example Del. 
Ransone’s March 15 Dele-
gate’s Report that discusses 
the fine work of the men and 
women of the Capitol Police 
using the identical words 
used by Culpeper Del. Scott 
and Colonial Height’s Del. 
Kirk Cox. In fact, practi-
cally the entire content of 
Del. Ransone’s report is a 
repetition of both the reports 
of Dels. Scott and Cox, with 
the small change in the 
order of the paragraphs in 
some places.

On the Senate side, our 
Sen. Ryan McDougle and 
Sen. Stuart apparently have 
been peeking over each 
other’s shoulders. Except 
for the last two paragraphs, 
Sen. McDougle’s March 15 
report to his constituents is 
verbatim of Sen. Stuart’s.

I’m really happy for Sens. 
McDougle and Stuart that 
the grass is growing nicely 
around the Capitol grounds, 
but I doubt that many resi-
dents of the Northern Neck 
were losing sleep over the 
status of the appearance of 
the Capitol grounds. 

I realize the party leader-
ship of both sides provide 
“talking points” for their 
folks to use when commu-
nicating their messages, but 
I would hope that our rep-
resentatives would take the 
time to communicate to us 
with a focus on what they 
did and how it affects us. We 
deserve better.

Donna Thompson,
White Stone

Letters to the Editor commenting on candidate 
positions for the upcoming town council elections 
on May 1 will be published in the Rappahannock 
Record as space allows March 29 through April 19.

Letters should contain the name of the writer, 
place of residence and phone number. Phone num-
bers will not be published, but are required in case 
the writer needs to be contacted.

Letters should be concise and to the point. There 
is a 300-word limit on all letters. All letters are sub-
ject to editing.

No more than two letters from the same writer 
will be published. Letters from the same writer are 
not published in consecutive issues.

In the event multiple letters contain the same or 
similar message, they may not all run. Letters obvi-
ously part of a letter-writing campaign will not be 
published.

No attacks on a candidate’s personal life will be 
published. Focus on the issues. Statements that are 
obviously false, rumors and hearsay will not be pub-
lished. Writers are reminded it is a misdemeanor in 
Virginia to knowingly submit false information for 
publication in a newspaper.

Letters from candidates will not be published 
prior to April 26 and then only if there is a demon-
strated need to respond to a specific issue raised in a 
prior letter. Thank you letters will not be published.

Election letters are due by 11 a.m. on Tuesdays.
Letters to the Editor regarding the November 6 

election will be published as space allows October 
4 through 25. No election letters will be published 
November 1.

YOUR LETTERS

Guidelines posted
for election letters

women seeking to terminate 
a pregnancy for any reason 
submit to a sonogram, prob-
ably a transvaginal sono-
gram, an unnecessary and 
expensive procedure. That 
is state sponsored rape, 
Virginia’s version of Sharia 
law.  

Probably due to Vice 
Presidential aspirations, 
Gov. McDonnell had the 
original bill modified to 
allow women to opt out of 
the invasive procedure and 
added exceptions for rape 
and incest not in the original 
bill. Of course, we all know 
the goal is to deny women 
access to legal and safe 
abortions. 

 At one time I believed 
Republicans stood for free-
dom from intrusion of the 
government into our private 
lives. Now it seems their 
goal is to corrupt the Con-
stitution’s freedom of reli-
gion clause to impose con-
servative personal views of 
religion on everyone. Such 
intrusion to try to dictate the 
terms of women’s health for 
any reason is not for the leg-
islature to decide.

Why not trust women to 
make their own health and 
life decisions?   

Gov. McDonnell claims 
not to have known about the 

invasive procedure in the 
original bill. That’s awful 
as well, if true, because it 
means the Republican Party 
proposes and passes laws 
carelessly, only thinking 
about how they can continue 
to harass women.

No wonder the Virginia 
Legislature is the laughing 
stock of the country.  

Joel Dugan,
Lancaster

or Pakistan was the source 
of the personnel involved.

Regardless, Americans 
should realize there have 
been many murderous 
attacks on civilians since 
9/11, all of any significance 
occurring outside the U.S., 
for example, in India and 
Europe.

Meanwhile, as the U.S. 
remains in Afghanistan 
ostensibly to shore up a 
civilian administration, 
Europeans debate whether 
they can afford to maintain 
their token support, the U.S. 
campaign owing to their 
personnel loses.

My second assertion is 
this: given its geographic 
location and the resource 
issues implicit with its loca-
tion, Afghanistan is a Euro-
pean, rather than a U.S. 
problem.

Rather than debate 
whether they can afford to 
continue supporting the U.S. 
there, the Europeans should 
be deciding that what’s 
going on there is primarily a 
European issue.

If they decide otherwise, 
so be it. Let’s move on.

William Fleischman,
Wicomico Church

reduced.
Republican claims that 

the Obama administration 
is choking off oil explora-
tion and production are 
nonsense. Under Obama, 
domestic energy produc-
tion is at its highest level 
in eight years. According to 
the Baker Hughes rig count, 
U.S. oil has more rigs at 
work than the rest of the 
world. Domestic produc-
tion is at an eight-year high. 
Dependence on foreign oil 
is at a 16-year low.

Silly calls to “drill, baby 
drill” will not lower prices. 
The U.S. has 2% of the 
world’s oil reserves, but 
we use 20% of the world’s 

oil. Because of this 10:1 
disparity, we cannot pro-
duce enough oil to meet our 
demand.

This is not a problem we 
can solve overnight. That is 
why the president is focused 
on developing all of our 
natural resources—domes-
tic oil, gas, wind, solar and 
biofuels—encouraging fuel 
efficiency.

The next time a Republi-
can presidential candidate 
promises to reduce gas 
prices to “$2 a gallon on 
my first day in office,” you 
know he has no idea of what 
he’s talking about.

Patricia M. Bell,
Callao

The Lancaster County Democratic 
Committee (LCDC) will meet Monday, 
March 26, at the Bank of Lancaster 
northside branch in Kilmarnock. A social 
period will begin at 6:30 p.m. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m.

Discussion items will include the 2012 

caucus process for the selection of del-
egates to the state and national Demo-
cratic conventions, said chairman Jan 
Smith.

The focus of this discussion will be 
the planning of an upcoming caucus to 
nominate four delegates and an alternate 

from Lancaster County to the First Con-
gressional District Convention and the 
State Democratic Convention in June in 
Fairfax County, said Smith.

The LCDC also will hear a presenta-
tion from Northern Neck Food Bank 
director Lance Barton, added Smith.

The Republican Com-
mittee of Northumberland 
County will host a public 
forum at 7 p.m. March 29 to 
introduce the two candidates 
running for Chairman of 
the Republican Committee 
of Northumberland County.  
The forum will be held at the 

Northumberland High School 
Auditorium in Claraville.

The candidates for chair-
man are current chairman 
Patrick O’Brien and 99th 
District Tea party past presi-
dent Edgar Doleman.

The candidates will have 
an opportunity to voice 

their vision and plan for the 
Republican Committee in this 
important election year, said 
information chairman Tippie 
DeLeo.  After their presen-
tations, the candidates will 
respond to written questions 
submitted by the public.

Eligible voters are residents 

of Northumberland County, 
are registered to vote,  support 
the principles of the Republi-
can Party and intend  to sup-
port all its nominees for public 
office in ensuing elections.

The election will take place 
at a Mass Meeting at 7 p.m. 
April 5 at the auditorium.

Northumberland Republicans call forum March 29

Democrats to discuss convention nominations
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Compare More

Bank Fees At 

bankatunion.com

as of 2 / 7 / 2012

Account benefits may vary by bank

WELCOME

1-800-990-4828 ■ bankatunion.com

Member 
FDIC

BudgetLive Rep Rewards ATMsLocationsMobile Online Personal
Touch

Bill Pay Business
Tools

These fees are not going to break the bank— or yours, 
for that matter. But it’s a comfort to know that Union 
keeps more in your pocket and not the other way 
around. For welcome relief, c’mon over to Union.

IF YOUR 
BANK

IS NICKEL
AND

DIMING 
YOU

TO DEATH 
WE HAVE 

ONE WORD 
FOR YOU.

FREE CHECKING 
And more bank for your bucks.

The Dining Hall 

The Ultimate Fine Dining Experience 

Chef Anne Kirkmyer’s SPRING MENU  

Spa treatments with Patricio 

Five Days a Week – Thursday thru Monday 

65 Tavern Road - Irvington

Call us for Chef’s Spring Menu 

and for Dining and Spa Reservations 

804-438-6053 

Also on our web site 

www.hopeandglory.com/dining 

www.hopeandglory.com/spa-treatments

The Hope and Glory Inn
HOTEL - SPA TREATMENTS - CRUISES 

FINE DINING - VINEYARD

Coupon Available 
for $40 off

Tuxedo 
Rental

A
M
I
S
H
A
S

F   S H I O NS

   
   Exclusive Prom Dresses
   Fashionable-Plus Sizes
   Tuxedo Rentals
   Bridal Gowns
   Accessories and much more...
    All Prom Dresses “Registered”
           Catalogs Available
    Quinceñeras Dresses Available

Please join the

Princess Pocahontas 
Foundation

For a preview of
The William Minor DeHardit

Memorial Gardens

at the
Pocahontas Statue

Saturday, March 24, 2012
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

The DeHardit House 
7335 Lewis Avenue

Gloucester, Virginia 
pocahontasfoundation@yahoo.com

804/693-2297

The 99th District Tea Party 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 27, at the Upper Lan-
caster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment firehouse at 5170 Mary 
Ball Road in Lively.

The Atlas Society advocacy 
director and senior scholar Dr. 
Edward Hudgins will present 
“Has Atlas Shrugged?” The 
Atlas Society is founded on 
the principles found in Ayn 
Rand’s novel Atlas Shrugged, 
which mirrors what’s happen-
ing in the country and world 
today, said communications 
chairman Lyn Neira.

The philosophy of free mar-
kets, personal responsibility 
and individualism, on which 
the book is based, also offers 
the understanding and argu-
ments that can reverse the 
current trend of economic 
controls and planning  being 
concentrated in the hands of 
unelected appointees, said 
Neira.

Dr. Hudgins will affirm 
that capitalism is under fire, 
as never before, not only from 
the political left but from some 
conservatives who put short-
term political goals ahead of a 
long-term defense of individ-
ual liberty, and that now is the 
time for friends of freedom to 
seize the moral high ground.. 

Republicans gather
for Reagan Day dinner

The Lancaster County Republican Committee’s annual 
Reagan Day dinner was held March 18 at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club near Kilmarnock. From left, 
representing the Young Republican group at Lancaster 
High School were (front row) Moira Hull and Shane 
Chambers; (next row)  Ronnie Cutler, Beau Nickerson, 
Thomas Hyde, Brad Smith, Jack Kelly, Elijah Lewis and 
Henry Hull.

Speakers from left were Bishop E. W. Jackson, Lancaster 
Republicn Committe chairman Joan Blackstone, Rep. Rob 
Wittman, Del. Robert G. “Bob” Marshall, Jamie Radtke 
and David McCormick.  Jackson, Marshall, Radtke and 
McCormick are all candidates in the June 12 primary for 
the Republican nomination for the U.S. Senate.  Susan 
Allen represented her husband, former Gov. George 
Allen. Photos by Joy Gwaltney

‘Has Atlas 
Shrugged?’
will be put
to Tea Party

It can happen to anyone, 
at any time…One minute 

you’re driving to the store, 
or walking down the street, 
or playing football, or riding 
your bike, and the next 
minute you’ve suffered a 
brain injury, the effects of 
which can change your life 
forever.  

Brain injury is known 
as the “silent epidemic” 
because it is a complex and 
often misunderstood dis-
ability, one that is frequently 
untreated or undertreated.  
It occurs with alarming fre-
quency: every 23 seconds 
someone sustains a brain 
injury either from external 
trauma to the head or from 
a stroke, tumor, or infection. 
Each year, over 2.5 million 
people in America sustain a 
brain injury.  It is the lead-
ing cause of death and dis-
ability for people under the 
age of 45.  It happens to 
both young and old, rich and 
poor, all races and ethnic 
groups.

How does a brain injury 
happen?  The brain can be 
hurt in many different ways: 
by falls, motor vehicle acci-
dents, assaults, sports/recre-
ation accidents, and medical 
events like strokes. Brain 
injuries can lead to physical, 
cognitive, psychological, 
and social difficulties.

Impairments can range 
from balance and coordi-
nation problems to loss of 
hearing, vision or speech, 
to memory loss, anxiety, 
depression, and impaired 
judgment. Brain injuries 
can lower performance at 
school or work, interfere 
with relationships, and bring 
on financial hardship due to 
loss of employment, or lim-
ited or no health insurance. 

Resource information and 
support is available from the 
Brain Injury Association 
of Virginia, Inc. (BIAV), a 
statewide nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to serv-
ing the needs of Virginians 
with brain injuries and their 
families, caregivers, and the 
professionals who work with 
them. Through its central 
office in Richmond and its 
four regional offices, BIAV 
provides help to the brain 

Brain Injury: Anytime, Anywhere, Anyone
March is brain injury 

awareness month
by Martha M. Hall

injury community through 
education, awareness, advo-
cacy, and support activities. 

BIAV’s Middle Peninsula/
Northern Neck office is in 
Warsaw. The Northern Neck 
support group meets the last 

Wednesday of each month 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon 
at the Bay Transit office in 
Warsaw.

Martha M. Hall is the 
regional resource coordi-
nator for the Brain Injury 
Association of Virginia. She 
can be reached at 819-9238, 
or Martha@biav.net.  
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