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WE Are the championsRed Devils

A commemorative section recognizing the Lancaster High 
School 2012 varsity basketball team’s achievements in the 

Virginia High School League Group A, Division 2 
State Tournament

With the Red Devils up by 12 and 20 seconds left 
to play last Saturday, coach Tim Rice fi nally smiled.

It was beginning to sink in. Lancaster High’s var-
sity boys basketball team was about to win the Group 
A, Division 2 state championship for the fi rst time in 
school history. 

“Wow, what a ride these kids have taken an old 
man on,” said Rice. “And what this championship 
means to the basketball community of Lancaster 
County. They’ve been waiting for this for a long, 
long time.”

Lancaster opened up a 14-point fi rst-quarter lead 
and maintained a double-digit margin throughout 
most of the second half to beat George Mason, 
66-51, before more than 1,000 LHS fans at the Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University Siegel Center in 
Richmond. 

Lancaster led by as many as 15 points and held off 

several furious Mason rallies in the fourth quarter to 
give the 27-2 Red Devils the state crown. 

“This win, this state championship, was fi rst of all 
important to the kids,” said Rice. “That’s fi rst and 
foremost, the kids. Then it was for the school, the 
community, the basketball community of Lancaster 
county and former players.”

Lancaster has been to three state tournaments in 
four years and has come home as a quarterfi nalist 
one year and a fi nal four contender the second.

“We had a good nucleus this year, with three start-
ers returning that had been there,” said Rice. “They 
were just so focused all year and they believed that 
they were going to get back.”

On the way to the state title, Lancaster picked up 
the Northern Neck District’s regular season cham-

Lancaster High School players, coaches and managers take center court at the Virginia Commonwealth University Siegel Center in Richmond following the Red Devils’ state 
championship win over George Mason. Last Saturday’s win marked the school’s fi rst state championship in boys basketball. 

Red Devils’ dream team 
delivers state championship

Lancaster center Melvin Gregory hoists teammate Ricky Gibson up 
on his shoulders and carries him across the court to celebrate the 
Red Devils’ win in the state fi nal.  

Lancaster’s Michael Coleman (1) gets by George Mason’s Eion Oosterbann during the state fi nal. 
Coleman led the Devils with 24 points.  More photos at RRecord.com.

DREAM TEAM, continued on page C2



C2 RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD  

would like to 

Congratulate the
LHS 2012 

Boys Basketball Champions.

member FDIC

pionship and the district 
tournament trophy. How-
ever, they missed a tourna-
ment sweep by losing to 
rival Essex in the Region 
A tournament champion-
ship. It was one of only two 
losses on the year; the other 
came against Christchurch 
School.

In what many sportswrit-
ers were saying was a pair-
ing of the state’s two best 
teams, Lancaster edged 
top-ranked and previously 
unbeaten Dan River, 59-58, 
at the buzzer in a Division 2 
quarterfinal game at Salem 
March 3. 

The Devils cruised by Vir-
ginia High, 82-60, in a semi-
final game last Friday before 
taking the state title against 
George Mason. GM’s girls 
team had beaten Gate City 
earlier in the day and the 
Mustangs were seeking dual 
Division 2 championships. 

Lancaster squashed those 
hopes.

“The boys believed they 
were going to win, espe-
cially after Dan River,” said 
Rice. “When we played Vir-
ginia, they had a little bit of 
nervous energy, but I didn’t 
even see that Saturday. They 
were confident.

“After playing so well in 
that first half of the semi-
final, I said ‘we’re doing 
it. We’re going to win this 
year.’ “ he added. 

Lancaster opened with 
a 7-0 run in the champion-
ship and didn’t allow the 
Mustangs to score for over 
two minutes. Seniors Bran-
don Morris and Michael 
Coleman both drilled three-
pointers in the first three 
minutes to set the tone. Lan-
caster led 12-2 with 2:43 to 
go in the first quarter and 
held a 20-10 lead at the end 
of one. 

Coleman and Morris both 
sank four three-pointers in 
the game as Lancaster shot 
58% from beyond the arc. 
Coleman turned in a career 
best effort with 24 points 
to lead all scorers. Morris 
finished with 21 points and 
nine rebounds. 

George Mason, which had 
made more than 200 three-
pointers this season, never 
found its rhythm outside. In 
fact, the Mustangs hit only 
3-of-20 three pointers or 
15%. 

“You live and die by that 
jump shot and we got hot 
from outside,” said Rice. 
“But we have an inside pres-
ence, even with Mel [Greg-
ory] in foul trouble. 

“We were concerned 
with [Phillipe] Griffith,” 
he added. “He was their 
best three-point shooter, 
but Mike [Coleman] did a 
fantastic job of defending 
him.”

Lancaster’s leading scorer 
and the Region A’s player of 
the year, Melvin Gregory 
got two fouls in the first two 
minutes and sat the bench 
for the remainder of the first 
quarter. He came back for 
only three minutes in the 
second quarter and drew 
another foul in the third. 

“I couldn’t play as loose 
as I wanted to. I had to play 
smart,” said Gregory, a 6’7” 
senior center, who finished 
with six points, well below 
his 17 points-per-game 
average.

“I don’t think Melvin ever 
really got comfortable,” said 
Rice. 

But as Rice has said all 
year, from top to bottom 
this is “the best team [he’s] 
ever coached” and when 
one player is in foul trouble 

HURRAH RED DEVILS!
Job Well DonE!
LHS Champions

All Agents at Coldwell Banker
Chesapeake Bay Properties

2012 LANCASTER RED DEVILS ROSTER

No.   Name    Ht.  Pos.   Yr.

1  Michael Coleman*  5’10”  Guard  Senior
3  Tyler Colding   5’10”  Guard  Junior
4  Brian Moody   5’8”  Guard  Junior
5  Keith Craft   5’10”  Guard  Senior
10  Kedrick Lee   5’10”  Guard/Fwd Junior
11  Dalton Moore   6’5”   Center  Senior
12  Aaron Manning   5’10”  Guard  Senior
20  James Walters   6’3”  Forward Senior
21  Jovante Davis   5’6”  Guard  Senior
22  Melvin Gregory*  6’7”  Center  Senior
23  Ricky Gibson   5’10”  Guard  Sophomore
24  Brandon Morris*  6’2”  Forward Senior
25  Keondra Owens  6’0”  Forward Junior
30  Taj Smith   6’2”  Forward Junior
32  Jovante Smith   6’3”  Forward Junior

*Team captains
Head coach: Tim Rice
Assistant coaches: Bill Young, Wayne Carter, Malcolm Carter
Managers: Mark Saunders, Clarence Thomas, Travis Boyd

The Red Devils rush to the student cheering section for congratulations after their state semifinal win.  
Lancaster High’s faculty had its own cheering section at 
the state games.  More photos at RRecord.com.

Dream Team
continued from page C1

or doesn’t have the opportu-
nities, another player steps 
up. 

The Mustangs fell behind 
by double digits in each 
half and were unable to pull 
closer than five points either 
time.

The last time the Mustangs 
cut the lead to five was with 
one minute 40 seconds left 
in the third quarter. When 
the Mustangs (26-6) made 
it a six-point game early in 
the fourth period, the Red 
Devils scored the next seven 
points and ended with an 
18-9 run that included seven 
free throws and a game-end-
ing steal at mid-court and 
lay-up by sophomore Ricky 
Gibson.

“I wasn’t sure we had it 
won until about 20 seconds 
left,” said Rice. “Our guys 
started celebrating with 
about 43 seconds left and 
I thought if we’re up by 10 
and they hit a couple three-
pointers, they’re right back 
in this.” 

George Mason’s Noel 
Obusan and Will Nunley 
combined to score 38 points. 
Nunley scored a season-
high 17 and also had nine 
rebounds. Mason played the 
game without starter Nate 
Ogle, a senior forward who 
injured his wrist in the quar-
terfinal win over Essex. 

The Mustangs shot less 
than 35% from the floor, 
while Lancaster hit 22-of-45 
in the paint for 49%.

“I compare the state 
championship game with 
the Dan River game in that 
we didn’t blink, didn’t blink 
at all,” said Rice. “I wasn’t 
concerned with Mason 
when they cut it to five, but 
I felt like if they had got 
another basket and cut it to 
three, I would have called 
a time-out and settled the 
guys down. But even when 
they cut it to five, I felt com-
fortable.”
GM.......10  13  14  14 — 51
Lanc.....20  13  13  20 — 66
George Mason — Grif-
fiths 4, Stewart 7, Obusan 
21, Venets 0, Nunley 17, 
Nickle 0, Powell 0, Oost-
erbann 0, Bourbeau 0, 
Walter 0, Castenada 0, 
Lubnow 2, Hannan 0. 
Three-point goals: Grif-
fiths, Stewart, Obusan. 
Lancaster — Coleman 
24, Colding 5, Manning 
8, Gregory 6, Morris 21, 
Craft 0, Lee 0, Moore 0, 
Gibson 2, Smith 0. Three-
point goals: Coleman 4, 
Morris 4.

Lancaster’s Tyler Colding 
steals the ball during 
the state final.

All photos 
and stories

by 
Lisa Hinton-

Valdrighi
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We’ve got your 
hunger covered in the 

Northern Neck!
Locations:
Kilmarnock

Warsaw
Tappahannock
Colonial Beach

Dahlgren
Bowling Green & Ruther Glen

Locally Owned by William Washington

Congratulations 
to the Lancaster 

Varsity Boys 
Basketball 

Team!

2011 Chevrolet Silverado Crew Cab.   4 WD, 5.3L, 
        8 cylinder.   Automatic Transmission.   18,731 mileage.

        Stock # P19646     $36.950.
      Northern Neck Chevrolet 804-493-8901

www.nncp.com

Congratulations LHS Varsity 
Boys Basketball team on your 
state championship victory!

(804) 435-8000
www.rgh-hospital.com 

Rappahannock 
General Hospital

RAPPAHANNOCK HEALTH SYSTEM

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery 

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD!! 
& take quality consignments! 

144 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 Five years ago when Tim 

Rice returned to Lancaster 
High School to lead the var-
sity boys basketball team, 
he was intent on making the 
LHS program synonymous 
with winning. 

With three trips to the 
state tournament in four 
years and a Group A, Divi-
sion 2 championship under 
his belt, that goal has been 
reached. 

Before Rice, Lancaster 
went through three different 
head coaches in four years 
and had taken a dive from 
dominating the Northern 
Neck District to finishing 
fourth. 

“I want to bring back 
some tradition and some 
consistency,” he said in 
an interview in 2007. “It’s 
going to take a year or two, 
but I think it can happen.”

It did happen and, as he 
predicted, it took only two 

Lancaster Red Devils 2011-2012 Season (27-2)
Lancaster  Opponent
72   West Point   47
63   Caroline   57
73   Mathews   42
57   Bishop Sullivan  48
49   Christchurch  60
75   West Point   42
71   Mathews   34
67   Arcadia   48
58   Middlesex    53
63   Liberty Bedford  52
50   Altavista   48
64   Colonial Beach  39
75   Washington & Lee  54
62   Essex    53
73   Middlesex   51
73   Rappahannock  42
68   Northumberland  42
94   Colonial Beach  48
67   Essex    57
85   Washington & Lee  56
61   Rappahannock  35
53   Northumberland  44 
 
Northern Neck District Tournament
   Semifinal
81   Washington & Lee  45  
  
   Final
65   Essex    53  
 
Region A, Division 2 Tournament
                         Semifinal
65   Sussex Central  50  
  
                            Final 
61   Essex    65  
 
Group A, Division 2 Tournament
   Quarterfinal
59   Dan River  ` 58
   Semifinal
82   Virginia High      60
   Championship 
66   George Mason    51

Coach Tim Rice eyes the 
clock as it ticks down 
the final seconds in last 
Saturday’s championship 
game when his  Devils 
beat George Mason for the 
Group A, Division 2  crown. 

At left, Lancaster High coach Tim Rice clutches the 
championship trophy during a post-game interview on 
Fox 35 in Richmond. 

Coach Rice develops
a team of champions

years. 
Lancaster made its first 

trip to the Group A tourna-
ment in 2009 where they 
lost in the quarterfinals to 
Dan River, 63-60. Last year, 
the Devils avenged that loss, 
getting by the Wildcats, 

67-53, to win the first boys 
basketball state tournament 
game in school history. 

Last Saturday at the 
Siegel Center in Richmond, 
the Devils set another 
record, capturing the first 
Group A, Division 2 boys 

Wearing red and white and waving posters, Lancaster’s young fans packed the student 
cheering section at the Siegel Center. Lancaster had over 1,000 fans make the trip to 
Richmond for the state final. 

basketball crown in school 
history with a 66-51 win 
over George Mason. 

To get there, Lancaser 
edged the state’s top-ranked 
Dan River, 59-58, in a state 
quarterfinal in Salem two 
weeks ago and defeated 
Virginia High, 82-60, last 
Friday in a semifinal game.  

“First and foremost, this 
state championship is about 
the team. The guys come 
first. But then it’s about Lan-
caster High School and then 
the whole Lancaster County 
basketball community.”

Rice, who had a success-
ful run as a JV and assistant 
varsity coach at LHS for 13 
years in the late 1980s and 
through the ‘90s, assisted 
then varsity head coach 
Lloyd Carrier in three state 
tournament games.

He taught at nearby Essex 
High School for six years 
before returning to Lan-
caster.

To hear a post-season 
interview with
Coach Rice, go to

RRecord.com.

From left, with painted bellies and backs, Lancaster High students Shawn Valdrighi, 
Shane Chambers, Ronnie Cutler and Jack Kelly cheer on the Red Devils. 
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The NAACP Branch 
of Lancaster County

Congratulates the Lancaster 
High School boys basketball 
team, the coaches, staff and 
administration for making 

history winning their 
first state championship.

Lloyd Hill, President

Veney’s
      Heating & Air

Congratulations to the 
Lancaster Boys

Basketball Team

Veneydkv@gmail.com

Susan Sanders RPH
804-435-1051

White Stone Pharmacy

416 Chesapeake Dr. • White Stone, VA 22578
9 am-6 pm M-F, Sat. 9 am-4 pm

Congratulates the 
LHS Boys Basketball Team!

Congratulations LHS State Champions

Chesapeake Commons Shopping Center
Kilmarnock, Virginia  804-435-3530

P   TTON
                   Construction Company

                 and Design
Sr. 435-6329 • Jr. 436-7634

Congratulations LHS

Hours: 7:30 - 5:30 M-F, 7:30 - 5:00 Sat.

Farm & Home Supply, LLC

SOUTHERN
STATES

SOUTHERN
STATES

Hardware & Marine Hardware, Pet Food & Supplies, 
Large Greenhouse, Echo Power Equipment, 

Garden Tillers, Valspar Paints & Sundries, 
Bird Food, Feeders and much more!

469 N. Main St., P.O. Box 249
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177

HEN we build, let us think that 
we build forever. Let it not be for 

present delight nor for present use 
alone. Let it be such work as our de-
scendants will thank us for; and let us 
think, as we lay stone on stone, that a 
time is to come when those stones will 
be held sacred because our hands have 
touched them, and that men will say, as 
they look upon the labor and wrought 
substance of them, “See! This our father 
did for us.” –John Ruskin

W

“This is what we strive for.” 
Please let us serve you.

 Cres Saunders  804-435-6405
    804-436-6258

  CRESTON
  SAUNDERS 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

R. L. SELF
TIMBER, INC.

Lively Wood Yard

(804) 462-7913

Lancaster’s Jovante Davis 
(21) and Brian Moody 
run across the court in 
celebration following the 
Devils’ semifinal win over 
Virginia High.  More photos 
at RRecord.com.

Four starting seniors, Michael Cole-
man, Aaron Manning, Brandon 

Morris and Melvin Gregory, led Lan-
caster to its first Group A, Division 2 
boys basketball championship.

Coach Tim Rice will lose eight seniors 
from this year’s squad including 6’4” 
center Dalton Moore, 5’6” guard Jovante 
Davis, 5’10” guard Keith Craft and 6’2” 
forward J. T. Walters. 
Michael Coleman

Coleman, a 6’0” guard, saved the 
best for last with a career high 24 points 
against George Mason in the state cham-
pionship. 

Coleman seemed to shine in the state 
playoff spotlight, emerging as an outside 
threat for all three of Lancaster’s tourney 
opponents. He hit four three-pointers in 
the state final.

It was Coleman who hit three treys in 
a row and then sank the winning lay-up 
in the Devils’ 59-58 quarterfinal win over 
Dan River. He scored 15 of his 20 points 
in the fourth quarter.

“Michael has worked extremely hard 
in the off season on his shot,” said Rice. 
“And he’s the best defensive player we 
have.”

One of two team captains, “Michael’s 
leadership was [an asset],” said Rice.

Coleman led the team in assists with 
115 for the year and a 4.8 per game aver-
age.

Coleman, 17, is the son of Karen Con-
away and Michael Coleman Sr.
Aaron Manning 

A 6’0” guard, Manning had more play-
ing time than anyone else on this year’s 

team, according to Rice. 
In fact, Manning never came off the 

court in the state championship, playing 
all 32 minutes against George Mason. 

“Aaron is the most underrated player in 

the region,” said Rice. “He runs the floor 
extremely well and has played more min-
utes for us than anybody. As far as I’m 
concerned, he’s an all-district player.”

Manning turned in his career-best per-
formance with 23 points against Sussex 
in the Region A, Division 2 semifinal. 

“Aaron plays with the same emotion in 
every game. He doesn’t care if we’re up 
by 30 or down by 30, he’s going to play 
with the same intensity. And it’s obvious, 
he plays for the fun of it,” said Rice. 

Manning, 18, is the son of Timothy 
and Twala Manning of Weems. 
Brandon Morris

Morris was on fire from the start in 
Lancaster’s 82-60 state semifinal win 
over Virginia High. 

He sank two three-pointers and scored 
10 of the Devils’ 18 first-quarter points to 
stun the Wildcats. 

A 6’2” forward, Morris is physical 
around the rim as the team’s second-

leading rebounder with 165 on the year 
and a 6.1 per game average. Morris also 
has quick hands, grabbing 48 steals this 
year to lead the team with a 1.7 per game 
average. 

“Brandon wasn’t the Region A player 
of the year, but he could have been. In my 
mind, he’s a first team all-stater.”

Morris also drilled four three-pointers 
in the state final and scored 21 points. 

He scored his career high of 26 points 
during the regular season against Mid-
dlesex.

Morris, 18, is the son of Brenda Henry 
and Maurice Van Morris, both of White 
Stone. 
Melvin Gregory 

Gregory, a 6’7” center, was the North-
ern Neck District and Region A player of 
the year.

Averaging 17.2 points and 13 rebounds 
per game, Gregory “was a game-changer 
for us in a lot of instances,” said Rice. 

Gregory, who only started playing bas-
ketball at LHS three years ago, “played 
with more confidence this year,” said 
Rice. “In fact, I could see that confidence 
growing over the past three years.”

Gregory just missed a triple-double 
in the state semifinal, scoring 25 points, 
pulling down 13 rebounds and blocking 
nine shots. 

“Melvin has a lot of potential at the 
next level,” said Rice. 

Melvin’s career scoring highs came 
against Arcadia and Essex, when he tied 
with 31 points in each of those games. 

Gregory, 18, is the son of Melvin and 
Sherry Gregory of Weems. 

Michael Coleman Aaron Manning Brandon Morris Melvin Gregory 

Brandon Morris of Lancaster drills a three-pointer over 
Stephen Lubnow of George Mason. Morris hit four three-
pointers in the state final.

Red Devils
Spotlight

George Mason’s Will Nunley (24) defends Lancaster’s Taj 
Smith.  

At left, assistant coach Tyrell Veney and head coach Tim Rice (standing) wait to see 
if Tyler Colding is forced out of bounds by a George Mason defender. 



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD C5

SPORTS
C E N T R E

60 Main Street, Kilmarnock
804-435-1211

Congratulations
Lancaster Varsity 

Boys Basketball team
on your

State Championship title!

Group A Division 2 
State Champions

THE FOOT CENTER
DR. NOEL P. PATEL

PODIATRIST

DR. WILLIAM W. ENG

PODIATRIST

New Non-Surgical Treatment for Corns & Calluses

720 Irvington Road
KILMARNOCK

 
 

 
 

Monday thru Friday
evening hours available

OPEN

435-1644

Congratulations LHS Varsity
Boys Basketball State Champions

Chinese Restaurant

804-435-6333
443 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

(804) 758-1103
W E L C O M I N G  N E W  P A T I E N T S

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCES
 

Eric N. Miller D.D.S.

®

Aaron Manning of Lancaster soars for a lay-up over Virginia High’s Matt Kerlee (24) 
during the state semifinal. More photos at RRecord.com.

Lancaster’s Melvin Gregory (22) goes up against Virginia 
High’s  Alex Couch for a rebound during the state semifinal 
game. Gregory had 13 rebounds in the contest. 

Lancaster seemed to score at 
will last Friday morning in an 
82-60 state semifinal win over 
Region D’s Virginia High.

Melvin Gregory just missed 
a triple double, scoring 25 
points, grabbing 13 rebounds 
and blocking nine shots to lead 
the Devils to their first Group 
A, Division 2 state semifinal 
win.

Brandon Morris, who fin-
ished with 22 points and 11 
rebounds for Lancaster, scored 
the first five points of the game 
for LHS and had 10 points in 
the first quarter as the Devils 
outscored Virginia High, 18-4. 
The Bearcats were held to a 
field goal each by Matt Kerlee 
and Devon Clayton.

Virginia High opened the 
second quarter with a 15-8 
run that cut the Devils’ lead 
to seven. It was the closest the 
Bearcats got.

Virginia High made another 
run at LHS in the fourth, cut-
ting the deficit to nine before 
Lancaster put up a quick nine 
unanswered.

Did the Devils even blink 
when the Bearcats put on the 
pressure?

“We had a half-blink,” when 
Virginia High made its runs, 
said a relieved LHS coach Tim 
Rice.

Playing up tempo, as the 
Devils have done all season, 
Lancaster stunned the Bearcats 
in the first quarter with 12 
unanswered points. 

“Melvin made them work 
hard early,” said Rice. “And 
Brandon got hot. 

“It’s worked that way all 
season,” he added. “If one 
player is not on or doesn’t 
have an opportunity to shoot, 
someone else steps up.”

Gregory actually did all 
of his work in 25 minutes of 
court time. The 6’7” center got 
in foul trouble with three fouls 
in the third quarter and sat the 
bench for seven minutes in 
the outing. He drew his fourth 

Melvin Gregory fuels Red Devils’
semifinal win over Virginia High

foul just 30 seconds into the 
fourth quarter. 

The Bearcats threatened 
early in the fourth, cutting the 
Devils lead to nine, 61-52, 
before Gregory hit a three-
pointer to open it back up to 
12. Lancaster got a trey and 
lay-up from Gregory and a 
lay-up apiece from Ricky 
Gibson and Michael Coleman 
for a 9-0 run that put them in 
front by 18. 

Rice went with a full-scale 
substitution and cleared the 
bench twice in the final three 
minutes after Lancaster took a 
20-point lead. 

In a balanced effort, Lan-
caster had four players finish 

in double figures including 
Gregory and Morris. Aaron 
Manning scored 11 points and 
Tyler Colding 10. 

Nicholas Howard and 
Kerlee scored 14 points each 
to lead Virginia High. 

VA H..... 4  20  24  12 — 60
Lanc......18 27  16  21 — 82 
Virginia High — Lee 9, 
Howard 14, Kerlee 14, 
Clayton 5, Couch 7, Davis 
0, Daniels 0, Bossard 0, 
Slagle 8, Ohienmhen 0, 
Fudge 0. Three-point goals: 
Howard 4, Lee 3, Kerlee 2, 
Slagle. 
Lancaster — Coleman 
8, Colding 10, Manning 
11, Gregory 25, Morris 
22, Moody 0, Craft 0, Lee 
0, Moore 0, Walters 0, 
Davis 0, Gibson 4, Owens 
0, T. Smith 0, J. Smith 2. 
Three-point goals: Morris 
4, Gregory 3, Coleman, 
Colding. 

Michael Coleman was not afraid to take the 
long shot...and it paid off. 

Coleman, a 5’10” senior guard, hit back-to-
back-to-back three-pointers in the fourth quar-
ter, then sank the game-winning lay-up with 
eight seconds left as the Lancaster Red Devils 
squeezed by Dan River, 59-58, in a thriller of 
a Group A, Division 2 state quarterfinal at the 
Salem Civic Center March 3. 

Lancaster proved to be the Wildcats’ across-
the-state nemesis. Dan River came into Sat-
urday’s state game with an unblemished 25-0 
season record and hadn’t lost a game since the 
Wildcats fell to the Red Devils in a state quar-
terfinal game a year ago. 

Ranked number one in the Associated 
Press Group A state poll the entire season, the 
Region B champion Wildcats were the favorite 
going into the quarterfinal. 

“Dan River was one heck of a team,” said 
LHS coach Tim Rice. “I know how they feel 
when your only loss ends your season. They 
have a good program and some tremedous ath-
letes to come through the last few years.”

Coleman proved to be the spark Lancaster 
needed in the waning minutes of the quarterfi-
nal. He had the hot hands in the fourth, scoring 
15 of his 20 total in the final 5:16 of the game. 

Coleman found his sweet spot beyond the 
arc with his first three-pointer at 3:48 to go in 
the fourth. His shot tied the game at 48-48. 
He drilled another three to put Lancaster in 
the lead, 51-48, before Dan River’s LeVonte 
Bundy answered with his own trey. But Cole-
man came right back and hit again from the 
cheap seats to give the Devils a 54-51 lead. 

Lancaster took a timeout before Brandon 
Morris scored and drew the foul for a three-
point play that lifted the Devils, 57-53, with 
1:31 to go. 

A three-pointer by Shundreyon Brooks 
pulled the Wildcats within two and, with 55 
seconds to go, Ferrell Edmunds came up with 
a steal at midcourt and dunk for a Dan River 
lead, 58-57. 

Lancaster brought the ball in with 50 sec-
onds to go and worked it around until the 
20-second mark when Rice called time. With 
eight seconds to play, Coleman made the con-
tested lay-up for the go-ahead, 59-58. 

As the clock wound down, Dan River got 
the ball to Edmunds for a lay-up attempt, but 
the ball rolled off the rim. A tip in at the buzzer 
missed the mark. 

“Mike got hot at the right time,” said Rice. 
“I was not happy with his shot selection in the 
first half...but I knew if he made his first one 
that he could have a chance of getting hot.”

None of the Devils’ three-point attempts 
were falling in the first half. In fact, neither 
team shot well in the opening half, which ended 
with Dan River up by one, 23-22. Lancaster 

was 9-of-32 for field goals and 1-of-12 from 
three-point range while Dan River hit 7-of-28 
field goals and sank 5-of-8 three-pointers. 

Lancaster’s Melvin Gregory, who averages 
over 18 points per outing, was held to 12 points 
and 12 rebounds, while Brandon Morris fin-
ished with 12 points and seven rebounds. 

“I feel one of our strengths is that other 
teams can’t concentrate on one guy,” said Rice. 
“Melvin is a player of the year, but we are 
more than one player. We had four guys who 
averaged double figures. I believe we have five 
all-district type players in the lineup.”

Rice said Dan River’s Davis was the quick-
est player the Devils have seen this year and 
was “fast and explosive.”

“But our guards did an outstanding job on 
him and I know he had to work hard for things. 
We also knew about Edmunds, who was strong 
and the most athletic guy we’ve seen all year.”

Davis finished with 21 points and five assists 
and Edmunds had 18 points and 11 rebounds. 
TyQuonne Adams finished with 10 points and 
a game-high 13 rebounds.

“I am so proud of how our kids responded 
and did not blink in the closing moments,” said 
Rice. “It helps when your best shooter gets hot 
and then makes a strong move to the basket to 
take the lead for good. We were forcing things 
in the first half, especially shooting 12 threes, 
which is uncharacteristic of us. We were very 
fortunate to be down only one with that kind 
of shooting. Our defense kept us in it and cer-
tainly won it for us.” 
Lancaster.........................10  12  13  24 — 59
Dan River.........................12  11  14  21 — 58 
Lancaster — Coleman 20, Colding 6, 
Manning 8, Gregory 12, Morris 12, Lee 0, 
Gibson 1, Smith 0. Three-point goals: Cole-
man 4. 
Dan River — Davis 21, McMoore 0, 
Harper 0, Tr. Edmunds 18, Robertson 3, Te. 
Edmunds 0, Adams 10, Brooks 6, Jones 0, 
Ty. Edmunds 0. Three-point goals: Davis 5, 
Robertson, Brooks. 

“I’ve seen great basketball, 
fantastic basketball. These guys 
were never behind in the two 
final games, but it was shaky in 
Salem against Dan River....I’ve 
never seen better character, 
poise and gentlemen. Not one 
technical foul...it was a good 
clean game. You respected the 
other team. If you play life like 
you played these three games, 
you will be successful.”
—Dr. Daniel Lukich, 
superintendent

Coleman sparks Red Devils’ final rally
for a quarterfinal win over Dan River

There will be a meet-the-
team celebration for the 2012 
Group A, Division 2 state 
champion Red Devils Satur-
day, March 17, at 2 p.m. in 
Kilmarnock. 

A parade, featuring Lan-
caster High’s varsity boys 
basketball team, will begin at 
Lancaster Middle School and 
continue down Brent Street 
toward Main Street, accord-
ing to organizer Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. The parade will 
continue south on Main Street 
to Irvington Road and back to 
School Street.

The players will ride on the 
Kilmarnock trolley, said Ash-
burn. 

Fans are asked to convene 
at Main Street Chevron fol-
lowing the parade for a rec-
ognition ceremony. Mayors 
from Irvington, White Stone 
and Kilmarnock, along with 
other county dignitaries, will 
address the team. 

In case of inclement 
weather, the ceremony will be 
held at the Kilmarnock Volun-
teer Fire Department building 
on School Street. 

Meet the 
champs!
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Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

STARTING PRICE $47.00 SQ. FT.
FREE SINK WITH TOPS 35 SQ. FT. min.

GRANITE COUNTER TOPS

Wide Variety of  Color Options Now Available
ALSO AVAILABLE CORIAN AND QUARTZ PRODUCTS

White Stone
jimscabinets@kaballero.com

Call 804.435.2061

SALE

CJC

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

   A very sad experience for any jeweler occurs 
when a customer shows them “bargain” 
jewelry they purchased abroad. They had been 
happily shopping in the far East (or any other 
number of tourist centers). A guide had led 
them to a street famous for its shops. Among 
the treasures offered was a fabulous stone ring. 
They struck a deal at $200, well-below its real 
value they were told, and the ring was theirs. 
When pressed now, the jeweler has to answer 
honestly that the stone is not genuine, is worth 
pennies and probably mass-produced for the 
tourist trade.
   If you don’t know jewelry, know your jeweler! 
We are proud of our reputation and integrity.

Real . Local . Radio

The Weather Phone
443-4400

Sponsored by King’s Cleaning Service

SELF
Crane Service, Inc.

Operated by Herbert Blake “Big Boy”

P.O. Box 12 
Lively, VA 22507 Fax: 804-462-7037

Congratulations LHS State Champions

Randy’s Dunn-Rite Automotive
804-435-0911

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.
804-435-2021

Dobe Run
Canine Boarding & Daycare

758-4360 office
Hours: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 7 days a week

Grooming 2 Days a Week
Friday & Sunday

By Appointment Only

The Red Devils
2012 Season Stats Leaders

Name  Scoring Steals  Blocks  Rebounds Assists
  Avg.  Per game Per game  Per game Per game 
 

M. Gregory 17.2  1.4  4.2   13.0  0.6
B. Morris 14.0  1.7  —   6.1  2.2
M. Coleman 11.8  1.4  —   3.3  4.8
A. Manning 9.6  0.6  —   3.5  1.1

Congratulations 
Lancaster High School 

Varsity Boys Basketball team 
on your State Championship!

100 North Main St.
Kilmarnock
804-436-1150
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“You did everyone proud. Being on the school 
board, there is a lot of stress. I’ve never been 
more proud to be a member of the school 
board than I am now. You’ve brought a lot of 
honor.”
—Patrick McCranie, school board chairman

Lancaster’s ride to the state championship wasn’t a 
smooth one. 

In fact, coach Tim Rice calls his 2012 campaign “the 
strangest, wackiest year” he’s ever had. 

“So many things happened,” he said. “It was crazy.”
His team of 15 juniors, seniors and one sophomore 

fought through a lot of adversity to get that 27-2 record 
and the Group A, Division 2 title. 

For starters, 6’2” senior forward JT Walters never 
donned a uniform until the last few weeks of the season. 
Walters, who was slated to start in the pre-season, never 
played a game because of a football injury that led to 
reconstructive knee surgery. 

“JT was supposed to be a starter for us. And he would 
have been a rebounding machine. I’m sure he would 
have made a big difference in some of our games,” said 
Rice. 

Then a week into the season, 6’0” junior guard Tyler 
Colding underwent eye surgery and missed 11 games 
before returning as a starter. 

Senior starters Michael Coleman also missed five 
games because of a sprained ankle and Brandon Morris 
was out two games with a sprained ankle. 

“In one game, we had three starters out,” said Rice, 
who gives his bench high praise. 

“I felt comfortable going into the season with how 
deep we were and I knew that was going to be a big 
help this year,” he said. 

“Our bench play all year has come through. They 
stepped up and played really well for us...During the 
time those guys were out, they helped us get through 
and that, in turn, playing helped with their confidence. 

“We didn’t use them a lot in the last three or four 
games, but that didn’t mean they didn’t contribute to 
getting there.”

Lancaster overcomes
a season of obstacles

Lancaster’s Dalton Moore(11) and Brandon Morris (24) 
get vertical under the spotlight at center court as the 
Red Devils’ starting line-up is announced at the state 
championship game.  

Lancaster’s Melvin Gregory tries to work the ball inside 
against George Mason’s Will Nunley. 

Lancaster High’s cheerleaders get the crowd pumped up 
during the big game.  More photos at RRecord.com.

Lancaster’s Aaron Manning (12) and Tyler Colding (3) 
go airborne as they rush to defend an inbounds pass by 
Virginia High in the state semifinal. 

Tyler Colding pumps his 
fist and flashes a smile 
during the final seconds of 
the state championship. 

Lancaster’s Ricky Gibson drives for the basket against 
Virginia High’s Derrick Lee (5). 


