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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
As Region A tournament runner-ups, the Lancaster High Red 
Devils and the Northumberland High Lady Indians will compete 
in the State Group A Division 2 basketball tournaments. Catch a 
glimpse of the Region A finals at RRecord.com.
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LANCASTER—Candidates 
wanting their names to appear on 
the White Stone, Irvington or Kil-
marnock ballots in the May 1 town 
elections have less than four busi-
ness days to file. The deadline for 
candidates to qualify for the ballot is 
Tuesday, March 6.

Lancaster County voter registrar 
Susan Jett said her office will remain 
open until 7 p.m. Tuesday to accom-
modate prospective candidates.

In White Stone, four council seats 
are up for election. As of February 
28, no one had filed to run.

In Irvington, the office of mayor 
and three council seats are up for 
election. So far, Ralph “Rannie” 
Ransone is the only candidate 
running for mayor. Candidates 

filing for council seats are Gene 
Edmonds, Ed Sulick and Kathleen 
Pollard.

In Kilmarnock, three council seats 
are up for election. Candidates who 
have filed are Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, 
Mae Umphlett, James “Jimmy” 
Smith, Travis Abbott, Jane Ludwig 
and Howard Straughan. A fourth 
seat with two years remaining on the 
term is also up for election. Emerson 
Gravatt and Steve Bonner have filed 
to run for that seat. 

To file, contact the voter registrar 
at 462-5277, or visit the office on the 
lower floor of the county adminis-
tration building at 8311 Mary Ball 
Road in Lancaster.

The deadline to register to vote in 
the May 1 election is April 9.

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment deputy Derrick Jones, 44, 
was arraigned Monday in Nor-
thumberland District Court on one 
count of indecent liberties with a 
minor by a person in a custodial or 
supervisory position. 

Jones, 44, of Kilmarnock, was 
serving as the resource officer at 
Northumberland High. He was 
suspended from his duties Wednes-
day, February 22, and arrested and 
charged the following evening. 

According to Northumberland 
County Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jane Wrightson, the charges 
stem from a student passing on 
information to a school employee 
that Jones was engaged in an ongo-
ing relationship with a 15-year-old 
student. As required by law, the 
employee called the Department 
of Social Services and an investi-
gation was launched. 

“The sheriff ’s department 
cannot investigate its own depu-
ties, so Lancaster County investi-
gator Joanie Kent and Richmond 
County investigator Mark Taylor 
were called in,” said Wrightson. 

She would not comment on 
whether investigators suspect 
additional victims at the school. 

CLARAVILLE—Outraged over a recent incident 
at Northumberland High School and rumors of sexual 
misconduct between two faculty members, parents took 
control of a school board meeting Monday.

The meeting had been called to review the superinten-
dent’s proposed school budget for 2012-13. In anticipa-
tion of the 150-plus crowd, the meeting was moved from 
the school board office in Lottsburg to the high school 
auditorium in Claraville.

The crowd was motivated by the recent arrest of high 
school resource officer Derrick Jones (see related story) 
and the way in which the incident was handled by the 
school administration. About a 
dozen people addressed the board. 
They wanted to know what hap-
pened, why they hadn’t been noti-
fied, and what disciplinary actions 
would be taken.

“Did America really learn any-
thing from the Penn State fiasco, 
hiding reports and warnings in 
employees’ files and not taking 
any action to reprimand out-of-line 
employees?” asked Dana O’Bier. 
“It didn’t work out for the good of Penn State’s reputa-
tion as the great school with a top educational standing 
and model sports program, now did it?”

Sherry Green-Henry, a counselor who works with 
behaviorally challenged youth, said she felt that a lot of 
“inappropriateness” had been displayed within the high 
school last year and asked why these incidents hadn’t 
been prevented. 

“Where were the cameras? Where were the eyes? 
Somebody has got a conscience that’s going to kill 
them,” said Green-Henry.

Green-Henry, O’Bier and other parents said they 
learned about Jones’ arrest and the rumored incident 
involving two faculty members in a supply closet through 
their children.

Although Jones was suspended last Wednesday 
and charged the next day, parents weren’t notified 
until Monday when a letter from school superin-
tendent Clint Stables was sent home. The letter 
provided phone numbers for the Northumberland 
County Department of Social Services, and the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Department for those who 
might have questions regarding the investigation. 
The Warsaw Counseling Center phone number also 
was provided.

Responding to the crowd, Stables said “If there were 
indications that there were problems, they were not 
brought to me, or they would have been addressed … 
I’ve heard a lot of people get up here and talk about what 
they have heard, what they have been told and the rumors 
they have heard. I have not had a single person come to 
me with specific information that I can act on.”

Stables firmly denies that any video evidence exists of 
inappropriate behavior between two teachers. Still, many 
argued the implication of a closed door was enough for 
action to be taken.

“The innuendo that anything could have possibly hap-
pened is too much,” said Rio Sprague.

Other discussion was centered on how the rumors and 
reports are affecting the children.

Parents reported that their chil-
dren had been threatened with in-
school suspension if they spoke 
about the arrest or rumored situa-
tion between two teachers.

“The children have been 
affected. They’re being threatened 
that they’re going to be thrown in 
in-school (suspension) and now 
they’re scared to go talk to the 
people that are supposed to be pro-

tecting them,” said Kelly Near.
Many came forth with suggestions about how the situ-

ation should be handled.
“The disciplinary measures that are taken on this issue 

have to be strong enough so that the rest of the teachers 
will know they are not going to get away with this behav-
ior,” said Sprague.

Patrick Lewis suggested an outside source take on the 
investigation and the school board be left out of it.

Before noting that the school board has never “swept 
anything under the rug,” Kim Kent, a child protective 
services officer, questioned the in-service training pro-
vided to school staff regarding the warning signs of 
sexual misconduct and how such suspicions should be 
reported. 

“We say, ‘You’re a mandated reporter, remember to 
report,’ but you have to know what to report or what to 
look for and that’s something they need to be trained on,” 
said Kent.

Sheila Chestnut asked the board to give the public 
some information on the direction it will be taking 
regarding these scandals by its next meeting on March 
12. 

“One of the worst things we can do is let things fester,” 
said Chestnut.

Four Northern Neck District basketball teams will head to state 
play this week when the Group A boys and girls tournaments 

get under way. 
In Division 2 boys action, Region A champion Essex will host 

Region B runner-up George Mason in a quarterfinal game at 
12:45 p.m. Saturday, March 3, at VCU’s Siegel Center in Rich-
mond. 

Region A runner-up Lancaster will travel to Salem Civic Center 
Saturday to play Region B champion Dan River at 12:45 p.m. 
The Devils and Wildcats will meet in a rematch of last year’s state 
quarterfinal game when Lancaster beat Dan River, 67-53.

A pep bus will be leaving Lancaster High School at 6 a.m. 
Saturday. Pre-registration is required. Call Angela White at LHS 
(462-5177) for available seats and fees.

In girls state quarterfinal action, Region A, Division 2 winner 
Northumberland will host Region B runner-up Stuarts Draft at 
noon Saturday at James Madison University in Harrisonburg. 

Rappahannock’s girls, who won the Region A, Division 1 
championship, will host Region B runner-up Altavista at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at the Siegel Center.

Admission to the state tournament games is $10.
Tournament coverage on the sports pages, Section C. 

More photos and tournament updates at RRecord.com

White Stone ballot
is empty; others are
attracting candidates
for May 1 elections

by Audrey Thomasson

Northern Neck District 
teams to compete in state 
basketball tournaments

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Harding recognized
Peggy Harding, left, was honored last week by the Lancaster board 
of supervisors for nearly 30 years of service as the county’s voter 
registrar. Board chairman Wally Beauchamp praised Harding for her 
“dedication and distinguished service.” Photo by Audrey Thomasson.

Some 150 people attended a Northumberland school board meeting Monday to seek information 
regarding alleged sexual misconduct in the school system.  Photo by Shannon Rice

Northumberland parents seek 
disciplinary action regarding 
alleged misconduct in the schools

by Shannon Rice

“If there were indications 
that there were problems, 
they were not brought to 
me, or they would have been 
addressed … “
—Superintendent Clint Stables

Northumberland resource officer
is charged with indecent liberties

Derrick Jones

by Audrey Thomasson

However, she noted the investiga-
tion is ongoing. 

At Jones’ arraignment, Gen-
eral District Court Judge Gordon 
A. Wilkins set bond at $10,000 
secured, according to court clerk 
Angela Tadlock. Judge Wilkins 
also restricted Jones from having 
contact with children younger 
than age 18, except for his daugh-
ter, restricted him from using cell 
phones or the internet and imposed 
a 24-hour-a-day curfew, except 
when in the company of his wife. 

Jones posted bond Monday 
afternoon. His trial is set for June 
1 in Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court.

Westmoreland County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Julia Sichol 

was appointed special prosecutor 
in the case, after Wrightson recused 
herself saying she’s worked with 
Jones for several years. In addi-
tion, Circuit Court Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III recused himself. A 
substitute judge has not yet been 
appointed. 

Sheriff Chuck Wilkins said 
Jones has been with the sheriff ’s 
department for 10 years. “We’re 
all disappointed and hurt. He is 
a family member who let us all 
down and reflects on us,” he said. 
“There was seldom a day that I 
didn’t stop in the school and touch 
base with him. He was a sheriff ’s 
department employee, but 90% of 
his supervision was at the school. 
The school...and kids thought the 
world of him. His school evalua-
tion was 100% positive. The only 
weakness they listed was a need to 
build more rapport with teachers.” 

According to Sheriff Wilkins, 
Jones was fully trained by the state 
as a deputy resource officer.

Jones also coached several dif-
ferent sports at the school and was 
a girls’ coach with the Lancaster 
County Little League.     

Northumberland superintendent 
of schools Clint Stables said staff 
and administrators are very upset 

JONES, continued on page A2

HEATHSVILLE—Virginia voters will only have two candidates to 
choose from at the polls on Super Tuesday, March 6. 

According to Northumberland County voter registrar Kathy God-
dard, the Republican primary ballot will include Ron Paul and Mitt 
Romney. Paul and Romney were the only GOP candidates to meet Vir-
ginia’s requirement of 10,000 signatures. 

According to Goddard, the polls will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and any registered voter is eligible to cast a ballot in the primary. 

Republican Primary is Tuesday
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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Coping with Dementia:  
Commonwealth Assisted Living 

Series 1:  Ellie Galloway will speak  
“10 symptoms of Caregiver Series” 

March 8th 2012 
Breakfast starts at 7:30 a.m. 

Presentation 8:00 a.m. –  8:30 a.m. 
 

Commonwealth Assisted Living 
460 South Main St. Kilmarnock, VA 22482 

 
We wanted to invite you as a family member to attend 
this Educational Series.  We will provide a complimen-
tary buffet breakfast while you have the chance to learn 
about dementia.  This series will benefit friends, family 

members, professionals and anyone interested in learning 
more about dementia.

 
Please RSVP by March 7th

804-435-9896 
www.commonwealthal.com

Northumberland County
Lions Club

Oyster Roast
Saturday, March 31st

Cowart’s Seafood, Lottsburg

2 pm to 5 pm

Steamed oysters, raw oysters, clams, 
hot dogs, soup, chips, dessert and drinks

Tickets $25.00, available from any 
Northumberland Lion, or call Lion 
President Dick Saxer at 453-3156

Top Dog Pet Grooming
High quality, caring & compassionate 

grooming for over 20 years.

We groom and clip small dogs at your door!
– Available Monday & Friday only –

All other grooming available Tues., Wed. & Thurs.

804-725-4831 or 804-366-6429

about the situation.
“No one suspected any-

thing was going on,” he 
said. 

However, the system has 
had similar problems in 
recent years, including the 
arrest last year of teacher 
Christopher Joel “C. J.” 
Richardson for indecent 

Geilich recognized
At last week’s Lancaster board of supervisors meeting, 
Pete N. Geilich, left, was presented a plaque by chairman 
Wally Beauchamp in recognition of his service as District 
3 supervisor. Geilich served two terms on the board, 
contributing global corporate and financial experience in 
the decision-making process. Photo by Audrey Thomasson.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors last 
week approved a rezon-
ing application that would 
allow a Weems couple to 
reside on their property 
along Carter’s Creek. 

Steven E. and Amy Q. 
Ash wanted to rezone 1.715 
acres on Johns Neck Road 
in Weems from industrial 
to residential after losing 
the rezoning several years 
earlier because they did not 
act on it within a two-year 
limit.

“This is the first potential 
rezoning of what could be 
several in this area,” said 
planning and land use direc-
tor Don Gill. He said there 
are several other property 
owners on Johns Neck Road 
who may want to rezone to 
residential because of their 
location on Carter’s Creek. 

Gill assured supervisors 
that any rebuilding would 
be limited to the current 
building’s footprint, even if 
the new build is relocated 
on the lot. 

District five supervisor 
Wally Beauchamp made the 
motion to rezone. It passed 
4-0. Supervisor Jack Rus-

sell did not attend the meet-
ing due to health issues.

In other business, super-
visors approved a proposal 
to abandon 208.13 feet of 
public roadway at the end 
of Carters Creek Road in 
Irvington so the owner of 
property surrounding the 
roadway can raise the ele-
vation of the area to help 
prevent flooding during rain 
storms.

Owner Bruce Sanders 
told supervisors there has 
always been a problem with 
flooding in that area.

“In every rainstorm, water 
comes down Carters Creek 
Road and ends at the end of 
the road. I just want to solve 
the problem,” said Sanders, 
who owns the yacht yards at 
the end of the road.

Irvington zoning admin-
istrator Bob Hardesty 
reported the Irvington 
town council recommended 
approval of Sanders’ plan.

On a 4-0 roll-call vote, 
supervisors also passed a 
resolution authorizing the 
Economic Development 
Authority to issue a $10 
million bank qualified tax 
exempt revenue bond to the 
Mariner’s Museum in New-
port News.

Supervisors rezone
Carter’s Creek parcel
for residential use

by Audrey Thomasson

WHITE STONE—When the town council meets 
tonight (March 1), it will be without councilman D. Scott 
Hudson.

Hudson submitted a letter of resignation to town man-
ager Patrick Frere on February 6 which was to become 
effective February 29. 

Hudson, who served on town council for almost four 
years, recently moved to Spotsylvania County because of 
his employment. He said he felt it was “in the best interest 
of the town, the businesses and especially the citizens” to 
give up the seat.

He said he plans to still be engaged with the town as a 
property owner.

Since his appointment to council in 2008, Hudson said 
he has seen a new and refreshing attitude from the citizens 
and the businesses within the town. 

“This new attitude has allowed for more citizen involve-
ment with the town’s elected officials and the revitaliza-
tion of the White Stone Business Association. Both are key 
components to the town’s future,” he said. “It is my wish 
that current and future councils will continue to support 
and encourage the citizens to remain involved.”

Council is expected to discuss possible appointments 
to fill the vacated seat at its 7 p.m. meeting tonight, said 
Frere. 

Frere also will update council on the town’s new ciga-
rette tax, to become effective April 1, and Mayor Lloyd B. 
Hubbard will hear committee reports.

The Agenda
Local Government News

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, March 8, in the 
county courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

Public hearings scheduled for 7 p.m. include a request 
from George and Susan Adkins to construct a 30-by-38-
foot private storage building on an undeveloped parcel off 
of Owl Town Road. Another hearing is set on a request by 
Vanecek Properties LLC to operate an antique shop in a 
portion of an existing building at 16155 Northumberland 
Highway.

Jones
continued from page A1

liberties with a minor and 
15 other charges ranging 
from abuse of a child with 
disregard for life, purchase 
of alcohol for minors and 
distribution of marijuana to 
minors. Richardson’s trial is 
scheduled for April 18.

Stables stressed Jones was 
an employee of the sheriff ’s 
department and not the 
school. He said the school 
trains employees and has 
policies in place to address 
these kinds of issues, includ-
ing background checks.

“We screen the folks work-
ing with us and if anyone 
has inappropriate behavior, 
we refer them to the sheriff. 
I wish we could say we’re 
always aware...but we’re 
addressing those mistakes. 
We’ve shared information 
with staff on the (Richard-
son and Jones) issues. We 
thought these were people 
we could trust.” 

Stables denied rumors 
of two school employees 
engaging in sex in a school 
closet, saying there is no evi-
dence of any inappropriate 
behavior based on surveil-
lance tapes. He also denied 
any knowledge that it was 
the second incident with the 
same employees.

“We have no information 
other than rumors being 
spread in the community,” 
said Stables. He confirmed 
the employees are still at the 
school and no charges have 
been filed against them.

K I L M A R N O C K — A 
pedestrian suffered minor 
injuries last week when 
he was struck by a vehicle 
while crossing the street 
in Kilmarnock, according 
to town police chief Mike 
Bedell. 

Lawrence Taylor, 86, 
of Kilmarnock was cross-
ing the intersection at the 
corner of Irvington Road 
and Main Street at 9:39 
a.m. Thursday, February 
23, when he was struck by 
a car driven by 80-year-old 
Melba Waldron of Wake, 
said Bedell. Taylor was 
walking south to north 
along Main Street. 

Taylor was transported 
by ambulance to Rappa-
hannock General Hospi-
tal where he was treated 
and released, according to 
Bedell.

Waldron was charged 
with failure to yield for a 
pedestrian, said Bedell. 

Taylor thanked all who 
came to his aid and com-
mended the rescue squad, 
police and hospital person-
nel for their assistance.

Man struck by
vehicle suffers
minor injuries

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—The 
American Red Cross Nor-
thumberland County and 
River Counties chapters will 
conduct their 2012 Heroes 
Campaigns during March.

Individuals will be 
recruited and asked to raise 
a minimum of $1,000 for 
the chapter, said Northum-
berland chapter publicity 
chairman Joan Kroll. The 
funds can be raised in a 
variety of ways. Individu-
als may work alone or may 
choose to involve their 
employer or company, civic 
group, church, school, or 
professional organization 
to support their fundraising 
efforts.

Family, friends, co-
workers, local merchants 
and those who provide ser-
vices can be asked to help, 
said River Counties execu-
tive director Julie Dudley. 
In addition to requesting 
contributions, fundrais-
ing activities could include 
school and classroom chal-
lenges, bake sales; yard/
garage sales or raffles.

“March is the month 
chosen to recognize the 
work done by the American 
Red Cross in communi-
ties across the country and 
around the globe and how 
we depend on public sup-
port to help people in need,” 
said Kroll.

 March was first pro-
claimed as Red Cross 
Month in 1943 by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
since that time, every presi-
dent has designated March 
as Red Cross Month, said 
Dudley. The theme for 2012 
is  “Support the American 

Area Red Cross chapters
launch Heroes campaign

Red Cross.”
To become a Red Cross 

Hero, visit, or call a local 
chapter. The Northumber-
land chapter office is in the 
YMCA Building at 6348 
Northumberland High-
way in Heathsville and the 
phone number is 580-4933. 
The River Counties office is 
in the YMCA building at 39 
Harris Road in Kilmarnock 
and the phone number is 
435-7669.

To support the Heroes in 
their endeavor to raise funds, 
send donations by April 15, 
said Dudley.  

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Troy ext.  15
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Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges 
against four individuals.
Felonies

Wayne M. Woods, 27, of the 3900 block 
of Regina Road was charged February 22 
with felony probation violation.

Derek O. Jones, 44, of Kilmarnock was 
charged February 23 on a Northumberland 
County warrant with indecent liberties with 
a child by custodian (felony).
Misdemeanors

A Butler Avenue man, 23, was charged 
February 21 with contempt of court. 

A Kilmarnock area woman, 62, was 
charged February 22 on an Essex County 
warrant with using profane/threatening 
language over the public airway.
Activity report

February 21:  Staff received a fraud 
report from a former Pinckardsville Road 
resident (utility service, $1,630 loss), 
responded to a missing person incident in 
the 9000 block of Mary Ball Road (subject 
located safely within 20 minutes), checked 
on the well-being of a Little Bay Road 
resident at the request of a concerned citi-
zen (no emergency services needed) and 
checked on the well-being of a White Stone 
area resident at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services needed). 

February 22:  Staff received a vandal-
ism report from Gaskins Road (screen and 
window, $150 loss), a motorist’s complaint 
of a pedestrian on the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Bridge (Virginia State Police had already 
responded), a complaint of a possible drunk 
driver in the Lively area, and a walk-in com-
plaint of threatening telephone calls. Staff 
notified the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a downed sign near 
River and Slabtown roads. Staff responded 
with Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
to a medical emergency in the 5400 block 
of Irvington Road, to an E911 disconnect 
call in the 11500 block of Mary Ball Road 
(telephone line problem), to a domestic 
assault (father/adult son) on Greentown 
Road (complainant declined to prosecute), 
and to a domestic disturbance (husband/
wife) on Greenwood Court (complainant 
was gone on arrival). 

February 23:  Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance (son/father) on Shore 
Drive (complainant was gone on arrival), 
with the Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) and EMS to a report of a pedestrian 
being struck by a vehicle at Irvington Road 
and S. Main Street, to an E911 disconnect 
call in the area of Nuttsville and Morattico 
roads (no emergency services needed; sub-
ject programming a cellphone), to a shop-
lifting incident at Walmart, to a domestic 
disturbance (boyfriend/girlfriend) on Rocky 
Neck Road and notified the wildlife reha-
bilitation center of an injured goose near 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury.

February 25:  Staff responded to a 

suspicious vehicle complaint on Oak Hill 
Road and to a shots fired complaint in the 
area of Greenvale Creek Road (unable to 
locate source), referred a non-custodial 
parent with a child neglect complaint to the 
Department of Social Services and notified 
Northumberland authorities of a downed 
utility line complaint in the area of Shiloh 
School Road and Jessie duPont Highway. 

February 26:  Staff responded to a sus-
picious vehicle complaint in the 1100 block 
of Weems Road and with KPD to the com-
munity hospital to assist Westmoreland 
authorities with a person in custody. 

February 27:  Staff responded to a lar-
ceny complaint on Greenwood Court (set 
of keys stolen from vehicle, $25 loss). 

February 28:  Staff received a walk-in 
report of contractor fraud ($11,000 loss).

Staff also conducted 25 traffic stops, 
issued seven summonses, assisted three 
motorists, reported two deer strikes, han-
dled six calls for traffic control, investi-
gated seven building alarms, processed one 
mental health order, logged  three inmate 
transports and fielded three calls for animal 
control service.
Fire Calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to one call to establish a 
med-evac landing zone. The White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department responded to a 
brush fire on Antirap Drive.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against nine indi-
viduals.

A Heathsville man, 53, was charged Feb-
ruary 17 with driving while intoxicated, 
refusal to submit to a breath alcohol test 
and defective equipment.

A Heathsville man, 18, was charged 
February 21 with assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Callao man, 37, was charged February 
21 with two counts of obstruction of jus-
tice.

A Heathsville woman, 30, was charged 
February 22 with allowing another to 
drive while knowing their license was sus-
pended.

A Heathsville man, 29, was charged 
February 22 with assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Burgess woman, 21, was charged Feb-
ruary 22 with two counts each of having 
no county license and no rabies tags for a 
dog.

A Callao woman, 26, was charged Febru-
ary 22 with having no county license and 
no rabies tags for a dog.

A Callao man, 50, was charged Febru-
ary 23 with two counts each of having no 
county license and no rabies tags for a 
dog.

A Heathsville woman, 29, was charged 
February 23 with assault and battery of a 
family member.

MOLLUSK—The Greenvale 
Creek Maintenance Association 
recently reported the creek’s new 
entrance jetty has been completed.

The association was formed 
in early 2011 in response to the 
entrance of the creek being nearly 
closed.  According to associa-
tion president Milton Conrad, the 
community has really supported 
the Greenvale Creek Maintenance 

Association financially and has 
worked with the various permitting 
agencies to create the best and most 
economical solution for the creek 
entrance.

During July 2011, the entrance was 
mechanically dredged and the sand 
placed in on-shore disposal sites, he 
explained. The old 50-foot jetty was 
repaired, but it soon became appar-
ent a new jetty would be needed.

The new jetty is now complete, 
said Conrad.  It is 150 feet long and 

stands just upriver from the creek 
entrance channel.

Greenvale Creek Maintenance 
Association plans to do some addi-
tional dredging to widen the chan-
nel at marker R6 and remove sand 
that has accumulated in the channel 
during the winter.

Greenvale Creek Maintenance 
Association is still raising funds for 
this effort. To make a contribution, 
contact Nick Ferriter at 462-6242, or 
Eddy Whichard at 436-4081.

SALUDA—The Middle 
Peninsula Northern Neck 
Local Human Rights Com-
mittee (LHRC) is seeking 
three new members to fill 
three vacancies.

The LHRC is composed 
of volunteers representing 
professional, consumer and 
advocacy groups, and the 
local population, who have 
an interest in mental health, 
intellectual disability and 

substance use issues, said 
administrative assistant Gail 
Slaughter.

The committee is a vital 
link for ensuring respect for 
the human dignity and rights 
of individuals receiving ser-
vices in programs licensed 
by the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, said Slaughter. 
Meetings are held quarterly 
at various locations through-
out the Middle Peninsula 

and Northern Neck area.
To fill the vacancies, one 

applicant must be an indi-
vidual who is receiving or 
who has received within the 
past five years, public or pri-
vate mental health, intellec-
tual disability, or substance 
use treatment, she said. Two 
applicants must be individu-
als with interest, knowledge, 
or training in the mental 
health, intellectual disabil-

ity, or substance use field.
 For an application, call 

Slaughter at 758-5314 or 
800-639-9667. Applications 
must be received by 4:30 
p.m. March 19.

Applicants initially 
selected will be interviewed 
by current members of the 
LHRC.  Final decisions on 
three-year appointments are 
made by the State Human 
Rights Committee.

K I L M A R N O C K — A 
Heathsville man suffered 
serious injuries last week 
when his hand was caught in 
a cable at a construction zone 
off Mary Ball Road south of 
town.

The accident occurred 

around noon Thursday at 
Dilvers and Mary Ball roads 
as a construction team was 
closing off a well, accord-
ing to town planner Mar-
shall Sebra. The crew was in 
the process of removing the 
pump from the well when the 
man’s hand was caught in the 
cable and severed.

The work is part of the 
town’s Community Block 
Grant project extending water 
and sewer service to families 
along Mary Ball Road. 

The victim was airlifted to 
MCV Hospital in Richmond. 
However, at this time sur-
geons are unsure if they were 
successful at reattaching the 

Greenvale Creek’s new jetty stands just upriver from the creek entrance. 

Greenvale Creek entrance jetty completed
by Eddy Wichard

URBANNA—Every one 
experiences aging from a 
different perspective, notes 
Bay Aging senior vice presi-
dent of development Jean 
M. Duggan. However, most 
folks generally agree they 
would like to maintain their 
quality of life as they grow 
older.

“’Aging in place’ is a 
phrase commonly heard 
these days as we are moving 
from a cultural mindset of 
people spending their final 
years of life in an institution 
to supporting people at their 
homes with the level of care 
they need to thrive and con-
tinue to contribute as active 
members of our communi-
ties,” said Duggan.

Most believe the major-
ity of people would prefer 
to live in their own homes 
and communities for as long 
as possible, she continued. 
They want to maintain  con-
nections to friends and enjoy 
the comfort and security 
of familiar surroundings, 
neighborhoods and stores.

Folks want to keep the 
doctors who have their medi-
cal histories and are familiar 
with them, added Duggan.

“To ‘age in place” we have 
a responsibility to maintain 
our physical and mental 
health, remain active and 
engaged in our communities 
and prepare for our financial 
future to the best of our abil-
ity,” she said. “Our ability to 
accomplish these things will 
have a tremendous impact 
on our health and well-being 
as we age. Being informed 
allows people to make the 
best decisions about their 
future.”

Contacting an Area 

Agency on Aging is a great 
way to gain control over 
one’s future, said Duggan. 

Area Agencies on Aging, 
established under the Older 
Americans Act, are entrusted 
to develop, plan, coordinate 
and administer aging ser-
vices at the community level. 
Virginia has a network of 25 
Area Agencies on Aging.

Since 1978, Bay Aging 
has been delivering a variety 
of programs and services to 
benefit people of all ages and 
incomes.  

Bay Aging’s options coun-
selors address short-term and 
long-term care, and they can 
connect residents with the 
services they need to con-
tinue to live independently, 
said Duggan.

 To learn about all the ser-
vices available through Bay 
Aging, visit bayaging.org, 
or call 800-493-0238  to set 
up an appointment with an 
options counselor. 

Bay Aging endorses
‘aging in place’ concept

Human rights committee seeks members

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Construction worker injured on utility project
by Audrey Thomasson hand. 

“We’re all very upset,” said 
Leslie Franklin of Franklin 
Mechanical. “We’re all very 
close. The accident has been 
devastating.”

The victim is still recover-
ing in the hospital.
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SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE

OYSTER ROAST

LILIAN LUMBER HOME CENTER
JETT’S HARDWARE

GEORGE NOBLETT (Kilmarnock)
R.W.’s SPORT SHOP (Callao)

SPONSORS:
LITTLE RIVER SEAFOOD • PURCELL’S SEAFOOD

*Directions: From Burgess, proceed east on Rt. 360, one 
mile to Greenfield Rd. (Rt. 647) on your left. Go 1.6 miles 
north to 440 Rocktown Rd. (Rt. 734) on your left. Continue 
1/2 mile to Little River Seafood Co.

Smith Point Sea Rescue is a volunteer
organization serving the Northern Neck!

 WHEN:    Saturday, March 3, 2012
   2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

 LOCATION:         *Little River Seafood, Inc.
    Burgess, Virginia

 TICKETS: Sales Limited to 300 Tickets
   $30.00 per Person, Advance Sales
   $35.00 At The Door
   Children Under 10 FREE

 INCLUDES: Raw and Steamed Oysters
   Bean Soup
   Hot Dogs, Soft Drinks, Coffee
   Beer $3 per cup, Wine $4 per serving
   Oyster Knives - $5.00
  Tickets can be obtained from:

18th

KILMARNOCK—The 
town council on Monday 
voted 4-1 to appoint 
Howard Straughan to the 
Board of Zoning Appeals, 
replacing Al Ludwig. 

Mayor Raymond Booth 
announced that Ludwig’s 
term had ended, but before 
he could continue and add 

that Ludwig wished to 
be reappointed, council 
member Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn jumped in and nom-
inated Straughan.

The nomination was 
seconded by member Paul 
Jones and supported by 
May Umphlett and Denis 
Bouslough. Vice mayor 
William Smith was the 
only member to vote 

against. Shawn Donahue 
did not attend the meet-
ing.  

Straughan has filed to 
run for town council and 
said he would resign from 
the BZA if elected.

KILMARNOCK—Mys-
tery surrounds a meeting 
held by the town police 
committee February 1.

Adding to the secrecy, 
committee members did 
not comment on the topic 
for various reasons and did 
not file a report of their pro-
ceedings. 

Council member Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn on Monday told 
Mayor Raymond Booth the 
meeting was illegal because 
the town did not notify the 
public or press. She also 
asked why there was no 
report filed indicating a 
meeting was held or the 
subject matter. 

The police committee 
chair, councilman Shawn 
Donahue, did not attend 
Monday’s council meeting. 

Mayor Booth said he 
attended the committee 
meeting and that the town 
manager and staff are 
responsible for notifying 
the press.

Town manager Tom 
Saunders replied he was not 
aware they had called a spe-
cial meeting, so he could 
not send notification.

Booth said he didn’t 
remember what was dis-
cussed. He said he was sure 
nothing of any consequence 
happened and that leaving 
out public notification was 
unintentional.

Committee member Mae 
Umphlett also was reluc-
tant to discuss the topic, 
although she admitted the 
committee did not go into 
closed session. She said the 
discussion was on a person-
nel issue, but no action was 
taken. She referred addi-
tional questions to Dona-
hue.

Calls to Donahue went to 
a recording stating he would 
not be picking up messages 
until March 15. He left no 
forwarding number.

While most committee 
meetings are held in the 
town hall, the police com-
mittee usually holds its 
sessions at the Kilmarnock 
Inn.

CLARAVILLE—Anticipating lower 
state funding in several categories, Nor-
thumberland County school superintendent 
Clint Stables is seeking an increase in local 
school funding for 2012-13.

Stables is proposing the county contrib-
ute $12,009,356 to the school budget, up 
$1,492,536 from last year. If approved, 
the county would be contributing 73.7% 
of the school budget versus state contri-
butions of 12.8% and 4.7% from federal 
funds.

The state funding is “not anything that 
we have any control over. It’s based on a 
formula which looks at the value of prop-
erties and the number of students you have 
and sets those figures,” said Stables.

On Monday, Stables presented the 

school board a proposed budget totaling 
$16,292,332, up $720,610.  

The division will not receive stimulus 
funds which totaled $177,164 last year.

Projected revenue sources other than 
county funds include: 

• State sales tax receipts of $1,371,743, 
down $31,456.

• State school funds of $2,079,049, down 
$195,498.

• Federal funds of $759,136, unchanged.
• Other funds of $73,050, unchanged.
Projected disbursement changes total 

$1,008,418 and include:
• a step increase in salaries totaling 

$230,189.
• 8% increase for the Virginia Retirement 

System totaling $706,754.
• 10% increase for insurance totaling 

$58,312.

• Regional special education payments 
totaling $32,864.

• Gas/heat/electrical cost increases total-
ing $83,299.

• a $23,000 reduction in debt service 
interest.

“The step increase for staff is something 
we can control,” said Stables in regards to 
budget reduction considerations. “There 
have been a number of years where we 
haven’t had one, but I would hope we can 
do that. That is something that is not man-
dated.”

Proposed spending includes:
• Instruction, $11,928,296.
• Administration and health, $663,926.
• Transportation, $1,118,531.
• Operation and maintenance, 

$1,572,386.
• Facilities, $492,197.

• Debt service, $429,197.
• Technology, $430,312.
Stables noted that 10 staff members will 

be retiring this year. The board will look 
to see if any of these positions could be 
attritioned without hurting the instruc-
tional program. Five of the positions are 
not mandated by enrollment numbers and 
would allow for a $264,421 reduction in 
the budget figures, said Stables.

Among other possible cost-saving mea-
sures, board member Richard Saxer sug-
gested eliminating the use of outside con-
tractors by using the division’s own main-
tenance staff.

The school board will hold a public hear-
ing on the proposed budget March 12 and 
expects to approve a final version on March 
26 before sending it to the board of super-
visors for consideration.

Northumberland superintendent’s proposed school
budget projects $1.5 million increase in county funds

by Shannon Rice

K I L M A R N O C K —
Retiree Madison Boyd met 
with an enthusiastic recep-
tion when he gave a presen-
tation on Hartswell Church’s 
fledgling Second Chances 
ministry to the members 
of the Lancaster County 
Branch of the NAACP at its 
February meeting.

Raised in Nuttsville and 
now returned to the North-
ern Neck some 40 years later 
and a member of the Men’s 
Fellowship Ministries of the 
Hartswell Baptist Church, 
Boyd spoke compellingly of 
Second Chances’ mission to 
transition Northern Neck-
area first-time offenders 
of non-violent crimes into 
“positive community con-
tributors.”  

The program’s design is 
for “mature male disciples” 
to minister for at last one year 
to young African-American 
males aged 14 and over—as 
well as to the youth’s parent 
or caretaker—by offering 
spiritual, emotional, physi-
cal, and financial guidance.

The Second Chances pro-
gram differs from secular 
rehabilitation programs in 
that it is Christ-centered and 
aims to change the young 
man’s heart, mind, and spirit. 
Boyd said the program 
would also be a Second 

Second Chances program is explained for Lancaster NAACP

Madison Boyd describes the Second Chances program.

Roscoe Moody

by Joan McBride

Chance for Christians to 
“take back our responsibil-
ity for rearing our children,” 
especially for those among 
us “who have not passed on 
God’s guidance to the next 
generation.”

He contrasted some of 
the behaviors and lifestyle 
choices of today’s youth 
with those of previous gen-
erations.  

A graphic example Boyd 
offered from today is “young 
boys in a mindset that the 
only way to become a man 
is to go to prison or have 
a baby, and then live with 
your parents until you’re 30 
or  40.”

“We’re either a part of the 
construction crew, or a part 

of the wrecking crew,” he 
said.

Hartswell Men’s Min-
istries, sponsors of the 
Second Chances initiative, 
describes its members as 
”ordinary men allowing 
God to perform the extraor-
dinary through us.”  

Second Chances will use 

“God’s formula for success” 
as taken from the Bible: 
“Be Renewed, Be Prepared, 
Be Armed, Be Prudent, Be 
Empowered, Be Enthusias-
tic, and Be Committed.”   

Boyd offered to bring his 
comprehensive presentation 
to individuals, small groups, 
or large organizations any-
where in the Northern 
Neck. He can be reached at 
462-9104.  

Those in attendance were 
offered another inspira-
tional moment when branch 
member Roscoe Moody 
kicked of a new segment of 
the monthly meetings called  
“Community Happenings.”  

Moody offered a moving 
reminiscence of his aunt 
Rosetta Carrington Moody, 
who recently passed from 
this world at age 102.    

He spoke eloquently of 
her importance and value 
to family, church, and  com-
munity, and her personal 
dignity forged “after being 
born when black people 
were being lynched for no 
reason at all except for being 
black,” Moody said.

Moody marveled at her 
life extending from the 
period “right after slav-
ery times to seeing a black 
man elected president of the 
United States.”

He said she deserved a 

“magnificent goodbye,” and 
that was why the family 
had chosen to have her 
casket placed in a vintage 
coach, a glass-enclosed 

hearse drawn by two beau-
tiful white horses from her 
service at Calvary Baptist 
Church to the church burial 
grounds January 28.  

KILMARNOCK—The 
town council on Monday 
unanimously rezoned 
some 60 acres that will 
extend Kilmarnock’s Tech-
nology Park to the border 
of Grace Hill subdivision. 
The vote was 5-0. Council-
man Shawn Donahue did 
not attend the meeting.

Bob Sowder, owner of 
the 62-lot subdivision, 
asked the town to proffer 
a buffer and offered emer-
gency access that would 

bridge the two proper-
ties only in the case of an 
emergency event or acci-
dent blocking the road. 

His offer to donate land 
between the two proper-
ties for town walking trails 
met with some concern by 
councilwoman Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn.

“I don’t think the town 
wants to co-hold or main-
tain property that is held 
in the subdivision,” she 
said.  

His attorney, John 
Martin, explained that 

Sowder plans to invest 
substantially in the devel-
opment, building homes to 
spur home sales.

“The concern is that an 
industrial property owner 
might want to clear the 
back of the lot to park con-
struction trucks and equip-
ment,” said Martin.  

Nunn made the motion 
to rezone and include 
provisions for a 100-foot 
natural buffer along the 
perimeter to protect homes 
along Mary Ball Road and 
Grace Hill.

Council rezones acreage
to expand Technology Park

by Audrey Thomasson

Town police committee conducts 
unannounced meeting February 1

by Audrey Thomasson

Council candidate appointed to BZA
by Audrey Thomasson
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Encore serenade
The Northern Neck Orchestra on Sunday presented 
“Serenade for a Winter’s Day,” featuring the music 
of Mozart, Bach, Mendelssohn and Strauss at the 
Northumberland High School Auditrorium in Claraville. 
The concert marked the first winter performance from 
the group and featured an encore solo performance by 
Alex Zhou, 14. Photo by Shannon Rice

SALUDA—The Virginia 
Wounded Warrior Program 
has been awarded a grant to 
place AmeriCorps members 
in communities to facilitate 
outreach to veterans, mem-
bers of the military commu-
nity and their families.

Often, in rural areas, it 
is difficult to identify and 
locate veterans/families 
who are in need of services, 
indicated Middle Peninsula 
Northern Neck Community 
Services Board adminis-
trative secretary Perryann 
Whitehurst.

■ Ferry service
The Merry Point Ferry 

service was restored to 
operation at 1 p.m. February 
22 following a temporary 
closure for repairs. Ferry 
service was suspended 
February 16 so mechanical 
repairs could be made to the 
vessel’s pulley system.

The Merry Point Ferry, 
operated by the Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion, carries Route 604 traf-
fic across the western end of 
the Corrotoman River.

■ Veterans’ photos
The Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial Fund (VVMF) 
is on a mission to find the 
photos and histories of the 
Northern Neck’s Vietnam 
veterans killed or missing 
in action. The goal is to col-
lect photos for each of the 
58,272 names on the  the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Wall.

Send copies of photo-
graphs (the center does not 
want the original) by mail 
to The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund, ATTN: Call 
for Photos, 2600 Virginia 
Avenue, NW, Suite 104, 
Washington, D.C.  20037. 
Send pictures by email to 
vvfm@vvfm.org. The direc-
tions and a form to accom-
pany each photo can be 
found at vvfm.org/photos.

Rappahannock General 
Hospital (RGH) has joined 

the Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics during March 
to observe National Nutrition 
Month®.

The theme, “Get Your Plate 
in Shape,” urges consumers to 
remember to include a variety 
of fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, lean proteins and dairy 
on their plates every day. 

Initiated in 1973 as a week-
long event, “National Nutrition 
Week” became a month-long 
observance in 1980 in response 
to growing public interest in 
nutrition. Additionally, the 
second Wednesday of March 
has been designated “Regis-
tered Dietitian Day.” 

“National Nutrition Month 
is a great time to focus on 
achieving a healthier lifestyle 
through diet changes, as well 
as the perfect opportunity to 
get up-to-date nutrition infor-
mation. With so much empha-
sis on dieting and weight loss 
these days, it’s important to 
remember that starting with 
small, simple changes to your 
diet will lead to long-term 
overall improvements to your 
health,” said RGH registered 
dietitian Jennifer Miller.

During March, RGH will 
offer a series of in-service 
nutrition classes to employees 
covering topics such as “Por-
tion Distortion,” “My Plate,” 
“Strategies for Achieving a 

Healthy BMI” and “Use it or 
Lose it Exercise Class.”

To “Get Your Plate in 
Shape:”

• Make half of the plate 
fruits and vegetables. Eat a 
variety of vegetables, espe-
cially dark-green, red and 
orange varieties. Add fresh, 
dried, frozen or canned fruits 
to meals and snacks.

• Make at least half of grains 
whole. Choose 100% whole-
grain breads, cereals, crackers, 
pasta and brown rice.

• Switch to fat-free or low-
fat milk. Fat-free and low-fat 
milk have the same amount 
of calcium and other essential 
nutrients as whole milk, but 
less fat and calories. For those 

who are lactose intolerant, try 
lactose-free milk or calcium-
fortif ied soy beverage.

• Vary protein choices. Eat 
a variety of foods from the 
protein food group each week, 
such as seafood, nuts and 
beans, lean meat, poultry and 
eggs. Keep meat and poul-
try portions small and lean. 
Choose seafood at least twice 
a week. 

• Cut back on sodium and 
empty calories from solid fats 
and added sugars. Compare 
sodium in foods and choose 
those with lower numbers. 
Season foods with herbs and 
spices instead of salt. Switch 
from solid fats to healthy 
oils like olive and canola oil. 

Replace sugary drinks with 
water and choose fruit for des-
sert. 

• Enjoy foods but eat less. 
Avoid oversized portions. Use 
a smaller plate, bowl and glass. 
Cook more often at home. 
When eating out, choose lower 
calorie menu options.

• Be physically active. 
Adults need at least two-and-a-
half hours of physical activity 
every week.

As part of this public educa-
tion campaign, eatright.org/
nnm/ offers helpful tips, fun 
games, promotional tools and 
nutrition education resources, 
to spread the message of good 
nutrition around the “Get Your 
Plate in Shape” theme.

Rappahannock General to observe nutrition month

Program in place
to reach veterans

The program serves:
• Veterans of any era who 

are Virginia residents.
• Members of the Virginia 

National Guard not in active 
federal service.

• Virginia residents in the 
Armed Forces Reserves not 
in active federal service.

• Family members of the 
above.

The AmeriCorps member 
for this area is Yvonne H. 
Vaughan, who will serve 
the area from the Middle 
Peninsula Northern Neck 
Community Service Board’s 
King William Counseling 
Center, said Whitehurst.

Her service area includes 
Essex, Gloucester, King and 
Queen, King William, Lan-
caster, Mathews, Middlesex, 
Northumberland, Richmond 
and Westmoreland counties.

Vaughan will be available 
to give presentations, meet 
with veterans, and people 
who would like to volunteer 
to help. She can be reached 
at 769-2751.

NEWS 
BREAK

What time and where?  RRecord.com

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland County Repub-
lican Committee will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 1, at 
the Northumberland County Library in Heathsville. Every-
one is invited  and welcome to attend.

Upcoming activities will be discussed, according to 
information chairman Tipie DeLeo.

“This is an important election year. Even if you’ve never 
attended a meeting before, you will find this interesting,” 
said DeLeo. “Come and find out where you may have an 
opportunity to participate and contribute.” 

LIVELY—The 99th Dis-
trict Tea Party will host U.S. 
Senate candidate Jamie 
Radtke at 7 p.m.  March 
13 at the Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
firehouse at  5170 Mary 
Ball Road in Lively.

Radtke has a bachelor’s 
in government from Lib-
erty University, and a 
master’s in public policy 
from the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, said com-
munications chairman Lyn 
Neira. Her first exposure 
to politics came when she 
worked for the U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, chaired by Sen. Jesse 
Helms. 

She has worked for the 
American Management 
Systems consulting to the 
Virginia Department of 
Taxation, said Neira. She 
also worked for Virginia 
Conservative Action PAC 
as political and grassroots 
director.

In 2007, she started her 
own business, Sovereign 
Consulting, where she ran 
local political campaigns 
and won against both 
incumbents and moderate 
Republicans, she said. 

Two years ago, she 
became the president of the 

Richmond Tea Party and 
chairwoman of the Federa-
tion of Virginia Tea Party 
Patriots. In Richmond she 
presided over the largest 
state Tea Party Convention 
in the country, she contin-
ued.

“As someone who has 
dedicated 10 years mobi-
lizing the conservative 
grassroots, she finds the 
Tea Party movement invig-
orating and inspiring, and 
she intends to harness its 
energy and growing influ-
ence during her first run 
for political office,” said 
Neira. 

“It has always been her 
passion to energize the 
grassroots into restoring 
our Commonwealth and 
country to a government 
that is restrained, works 
for the people, adheres to 
the Constitution, respects 
individual liberty, and is 
populated with virtuous 
leaders. She believes we 
have allowed self-serving 
and professional politi-
cians in Washington, D.C., 
to destroy our national 
integrity and our children’s 
future for too long,” she 
said.

Radtke and her husband, 
John, have three children.

Radtke to address
99th District Tea Party

Northumberland County
Republicans to meet tonight

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?
let us know • editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Yesterday was leap year, the day that 
has evened out the calendar math-

ematics every four years since the procla-
mation of the Gregorian Calendar in 1582. 
Of more recent vintage it was also the 20th 
anniversary of the first day of one of the 
most impressive and successful undertak-
ings in the historic preservation movement 
in the Northern Neck.

On February 29, 1992, seven of us put 
in the first workday in the daunting task of 
saving Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern in 
Heathsville. The building was engulfed in 
weeds and undergrowth to the extent that 
in places it was barely visible. The struc-
ture itself was in dire condition, the veran-
dah having collapsed some years earlier, 
and many of the windows were missing in 
action.  

The late Mrs. Cecilia Rice had given the 
property along with two acres to the Nor-
thumberland County Historical Society as 
a means of trying to insure its preserva-
tion. The Society subsequently set up an 
independent foundation to hold the prop-
erty, and assume the charge of bringing it 
back from the impending desolation.  

When we gathered 20 years ago, my 
thoughts turned to the days when the 

building had served as the home of the 
county Social Service and Health Depart-
ments, and a temporary branch office for 
the Department of Motor Vehicles. After 
those agencies had departed, decay had 
become rampant.

On that first day, the seven of us cleared 
brush and began the first of many trash 
piles to come. Soon civic-minded folks 
began contributing to the effort, both 
financially and from a hands-on perspec-
tive. The workers came to be called “The 
Rangers,” and their efforts took shape 
quickly. Before long a contract was able to 
be let for the heavy work that the volun-

teers could not do on their own.
From the beginning everyone’s goal had 

been to bring the tavern back not only to 
its 1795 appearance, but to its 1795 func-
tion as well. All of us hoped one day to 
be able to dine in its restored splendor as 
judges, lawyers and politicians had done 
two centuries ago. As the work progressed, 
that goal became increasingly realizable. 
The project might have been considered 
an  unworkable pipe dream to some, but 
the diehards knew differently.

The days were long, but the years were 
short, and the Heathsville phoenix rose not 
from the ashes, but from the underbrush. 
Ironically, after the great achievement 
came into fruition, a kitchen fire almost 
did return the pile to ashes, but the volun-
teer fire departments came through with 
alacrity and professionalism, and saved 
the building once again. The fire meant 
closure for the restaurant until the exten-
sive repairs could be finished.

The building resounds with the ambi-
ence of the late 18th century, when it was 
the social hub of Northumberland County, 
the Mother County of the Northern Neck. 
It looks the part that history has destined it 
once again to play in the community, and 

with the additional buildings on the prem-
ises that have been the results of grants and 
more volunteer labor, the complex serves 
as a point of unity for people from all ends 
of the county, indeed of the Northern Neck, 
with many of the volunteers and contribu-
tors having come from other jurisdictions.

The fulfilled promise that the venerable 
edifice contained peering out from the hon-
eysuckle and vines of 20 years ago, is now 
a vibrant reality. The role of historic pres-
ervation bringing back former glory days 
for contemporary purposes is nowhere 
more manifest than in the tavern. It is a 
building that grew over the two centuries 
since its construction, and has survived in 
various forms because it has been useful to 
society, both then and now.

The tavern’s restoration might not have 
been on as grand a scale as that of other 
celebrated sites, but its effort brought 
together a large assembly of dedicated 
workers and donors who made its sur-
vival a priority in their understanding of 
the dynamism of tradition. February 29, 
1992, was a good day indeed, for it was 
the beginning of a grand task that remains 
a milestone in the history of the Northern 
Neck for our period.

The building resounds 
with the ambience of the 
late 18th century, when 
it was the social hub of 
Northumberland County, 
the Mother County of the 
Northern Neck. 

Focal Point

All creatures enjoy a touch of spring.

Photo by Sue Graves

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and 
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, sub-
ject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

The House last Thursday 
passed its budget bill, 

79-21, with bipartisan sup-
port.

Our structurally bal-
anced budget makes strate-
gic investments in the core 
areas of government that 
House Republicans have 
emphasized—helping create 
private sector jobs, improv-
ing education opportunities, 
protecting our families, and 
ensuring we have a more 
efficient and effective state 
government. Most impor-
tant, we have made targeted 
investments without raising 
taxes. 

When crafting this budget, 
we had to take into account 
that while state revenues 
are beginning to grow, this 
growth rate is well below 
the historic trend of 6%. The 
budget passed on Thursday 
is the result of three weeks 
of discussions, debates and 
briefings that engaged all 
100 members. 

We met many objectives. 
The budget provides addi-
tional funding for public 
schools and local govern-
ments while minimizing 
impact on real estate taxes 
due to declining home 
values. We added $14.8 mil-
lion over the biennium for 
sheriff departments.

We included additional 
funding in the Department 
of Veterans Services to 
increase the number of vet-
erans claims agents to help 
speed up the processing of 
veterans claims. We restored 
many proposed cuts to the 
health safety net, including 
proposed cuts to free health 
clinics.

Also, given the current 
economic uncertainty, the 
budget provides for two 
reserve funds. The first is 
designed to mitigate the 
impact of federal budget 
reductions over the next sev-
eral years. The second will 

serve as a revenue reserve 
should our economy not 
perform at levels expected. 
However, should the econ-
omy perform, these dollars 
will be appropriated for a 
pay raise for state employ-
ees.

Furthermore, as required 
by the Constitution, this 
budget will include nearly 
$300 million in Rainy Day 
Fund deposits. This money 
will replenish the fund 
which was used, as intended, 
to weather the recession.

The budget is the most 
important piece of legisla-
tion we will pass this year 
and I am proud that in the 
House we have put forth 
a fiscally and structurally 
sound budget.

My House Bills 395, 995, 
996, and 997 have been 
passed by both the house 
and senate. The next step is 
for them to be signed into 
law by the governor.

On February 17, I had 
the honor of attending the 
dedication of University of 
Mary Washington’s Dahl-
gren Campus Center for 
Education and Research. 
The campus will be a great 
educational resource to the 
area and I look forward to 
their continued success. 

Various outlets have put 
out information regarding 
certain bills that is simply 
not true. I urge everyone to 
read the language of these 
bills to determine the actual 
implications of such legisla-
tion.

Bills that involve social 
issues account for 2.2% 
of the bills passed by the 
House. On the other hand, 
over 42.3% of the bills 
passed relate to education, 
jobs, government reform 
and public safety. These 
issues are priorities for Vir-
ginia citizens and remain 
our focus during the legisla-
tive session. 

YOUR LETTERS

I read with interest every 
word of last week’s story 
about Dr. Broaddus Gravatt. 
According to the article, he 
is such an interesting and 
important person.

I’ve only lived here four 
years, and do not have the 
pleasure of knowing this 
man. But in reading about 
him, I can come to fully 
appreciate the importance 
of what Dr. Gravatt contrib-
uted to the community.

When you live in a rural 
area, full of small towns, the 
connections can seem tenu-
ous and its citizens, isolated. 
But we can see that people 
like Dr. Gravatt make an 
invaluable difference in the 
connections that hold our 
little towns together.

He not only brought his 
medical expertise to people 
who needed it. He also 
served his community in 
other capacities, and dem-
onstrating a caring heart that 
goes far beyond medicine.

It’s people like him who 
make me proud to live and 
work in this area, and who 
inspire us all to serve right 
where we live. He certainly 
defines one who has bloomed 
where he is planted. 

Jane Emrick,
Heathsville

Recognizing an
interesting and
important person

It’s time for the citizens 
of Northumberland to speak 
out. I am 63 years old, I have 
six children who graduated 
or attended Northumber-
land schools. I also have 15 
grandchildren; eight attend 
Northumberland schools.

I am pleading to all citi-
zens to stand up for the chil-
dren. I have sat back listen-
ing to my grandchildren talk 
about situations they have 
gone through this year at 
the school, good or bad, but 
they are children and will do 
good and bad because they 
are young and will have to 
learn.

We can no longer allow 
our children to go through 
the things they are going 
through. Times are different 
now, but when you send your 
child to school, it should be 
a safe and educational envi-
ronment.

The superintendent, 
assistant superintendent, 
principal, assistant princi-
pal, teachers, school board, 
board of supervisors, or any 
others who read, hear or see 
wrong doing in the school 
system, need to start speak-
ing out. The only ones being 
hurt are the children in the 
school.

I am embarrassed by the 
recent things that have hap-
pened. Adults in the school 
system really need to say 
enough is enough. There 
are some good teachers and 
adults in the system who 
are sick and tired of all the 
things that are going on.

It’s time for the citizens 
to demand accountability. 
There is no way any student 
will have respect for adults 
in the system if they don’t 

Enough is enough

stand up for the children.
We need to come together 

and let our young people 
know we care about them 
and that they matter in this 
county no matter what color 
they are.

We need to rally and 
demand change. No matter 
how good or bad a child is, 
let’s understand that they are 
children. Adults need to take 
a good look at themselves 
and ask—how can I make a 
difference?

Kermit M. Green,
Wicomico Church

On behalf of his family, 
we appreciate the Lancaster 
Branch of the NAACP and 
those who played a part in 
recognizing the work and 
dedication of menhaden fish 
boat captains on October 16, 
2011, in White Stone.

Capt. George S. Jones was 
born and raised in Weems. 
He made his transition in 
1966. His father was white 
and his mother was African 
American. His only sister, 
Ellen Johnson of Weems, 
made her transition in 1986.

 His wife, Grace H. Jones, 
from Weems is living a 
wonderful life at age 94 in 
Baltimore, Md.

She attributes her longev-
ity to no worries, no stress, 
and plenty of rest. From this 
union they had one daugh-
ter, Pauline Jones Lucas of 

Proud of our
fisherman

Baltimore. She blessed them 
with nine grandchildren. 
Her third son was named 
after Capt. Jones.

Capt. Jones is part of 
the country’s history. He 
was a proud man who was 
respected by other fisher-
men as a very good fish boat 
captain who loved and did 
his job well as a menhaden 
fisherman in the ‘50s and 
‘60s.

 In April 1955, Ebony 
Magazine was told about 
Capt. Jones and crew. When 
they were in Portsmouth, 
N.J., they did a feature 
story sharing the skills and 
achievements of menhaden 
fishermen. It also noted 
Capt. Jones could make as 
much as $24,000 a year as 
captain.

On July 30, 1956, George 
S. Jones was named Sover-
eign Grand General of the 
33rd Degree of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite, 
in the consistory of S. P. 
R. S.  Tappahannock No.1, 
in good standing and of 
their obedience, residing at 
Irvington.

If not for the documenta-
tion of America’s  history, 
men such as Capt. Jones 
would not be known. The 
family of Capt. George S. 
Jones is proud that many 
will be reading the history  
of one of  the best menha-
den fishermen of his time.

Paulette Jones Lucas,
Baltimore

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan McDougle 

In Richmond last week, 
snowy skies gave way to 
temperatures in the 70s, 
moving from frigid to 
balmy.  If only things inside 
the Capitol moved in the 
same direction. 

While it may be too early 
to predict a budget stale-
mate that could send the 
session into overtime, Dem-
ocratic senators have made 
it clear they have no inten-
tion of voting to approve a 
new budget, unless their 
demands are met. 

Virginia’s Constitu-
tion requires a budget be 
approved by a majority vote 
of the members elected 
in both the House and the 
Senate. While the lieuten-
ant governor is empowered 
to break ties, the passage of 
a budget is one of the few 
areas where he is prohibited 
from doing so.  At least one 
Democratic senator would 
have to join the 20 Repub-
lican senators to approve a 
budget.

The Democrats are not 
demanding more money 
be spent on some priorities 
or that spending be allo-
cated differently than the 
budget crafted by the Senate 
Finance Committee.  In fact, 
the budget approved by the 
committee contains mul-
tiple spending initiatives 
proposed, advocated, and 
sponsored by Democratic 
senators.

The Democrats are 
demanding the Rules of 
the Senate be changed so 
they can have more com-

mittee assignments than the 
number to which they are 
currently entitled.  This is 
a dispute over politics, not 
policy.

So more than 100 days 
after last November’s elec-
tions, the Democrats are still 
asking for the outcome to be 
changed.  If their requests 
were related to the budget, 
negotiations would be under 
way sooner to iron out dif-
ferences over spending pri-
orities.

Hopefully in the week 
ahead, they will abandon 
obstructionism and fulfill 
their constitutional duties to 
approve a budget that meets 
the priorities of the people 
of Virginia.

In spite of the efforts of 
my Democratic colleagues 
to prevent the passage of 
a budget, other legisla-
tion continued to progress 
through the General Assem-
bly.  

My Senate Bill 344, which 
would create  the small busi-
ness investment grant fund 
program and improve con-
ditions for private sector job 
creation, reported success-
fully out of the House Gen-
eral Laws Committee.

Senate Bill 678, the gover-
nor’s Government Reorgani-
zation bill passed the House, 
76-22, with bi-partisan sup-
port. This legislation would 
make state government 
more efficient by combining 
several agencies, deregulat-
ing several professions and 
eliminating unnecessary 
boards and commissions.

“Better to have loved a 
short person than never to 
have loved a tall.” —David 
Chambless.

Recently it was brought 
to my attention that eight 
out of ten women prefer 
taller men.

Blame it on statistics.
And all this time I 

thought it was me.
So I’m not tall, dark and 

handsome.
My friends at askmen.

com assure me, however, 
that women also look for:

• Intelligence.
• Ambition.
• Genuine kindness and 

caring.
• Witty sense of humor.
• Sense of style.
• Confidence.
• Good looks.
According to this list, I 

qualify as dating material.
It does give me comfort 

to know I’m not the only 
short guy.

A lot of successful men 
have come in under 5’7” 
tall. To name a few:

• Jason Alexander, 5’,5”.
• Woody Allen, 5’6”.
• Ludwig Van Beethoven, 

5’3¾”.
• Robert Blake, 5’4”.
• Tyrone “Muggsy” 

Bogues, 5’3”.
• Napoleon Bonaparte, 

5’6”.
• Mel Brooks, 5’4”.
• Andrew Carnegie, 5’.
• Phil Collins, 5’6”.
• Jack Daniel, 5”2”.
• Sammy Davis Jr., 5/3”.
• Danny DeVito, 5’.
• Richard Dreyfuss, 5’5”.
• Bob Dylan, 5’6”.
• William Faulkner, 5’6”.
• F. Scott Fitzerald, 5’7”.
• Michael J. Fox, 5’4”.
• Ghandi, 5’3”.
• Alfred Hitchcock, 5’6”.
• Dustin Hoffman, 5’6”.
• Elton John, 5’4”.
• John Keats, 5’1”.
• Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr., 5’7”.
• Spike Lee, 5’5”.
• James Madison, 5’4”.
• Dudley Moore, 5’2”.
• Aristotle Onassis, 5’5”.
• Al Pacino, 5’6”.
• Pablo Picasso, 5’4”.
• Lou Reed, 5’5”.
• Mickey Rooney, 5’3”.
• Marquis de Sade, 5’3”.
• Martin Scorsese, 5’3”.
• Paul Simon, 5’2”.
• Igor Stravinsky, 5’4”.
• J.R. R. Tolkien, 5’5”.
• Henri de Toulouse-

Lautrec, 4’11”.
• Zacchaeus, “little of 

stature,” according to the 
Holy Bible.

“Little of stature” has 
got to be one of the earliest 
written politically correct 
terms for vertically chal-
lenged.

And Jesus befriended 
Zacchaeus, who by today’s 
standards would measure 
up short.

If short is okay by Jesus, 
then the message is clear. 

I should be able to find 
a date among Christian 
women.

See you in church.
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by Rep. Rob Wittman

Did you get a tablet
over the holidays?

Now you can download the Rappahannock Record
on your Kindle, iPad or Android Tablet.

Subscribe here at www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp and get
access to the last 8 years of the Rappahannock Record.
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Please call 804-435-1701 to subscribe or for more information.

Irvington expands
planning board;
adopts auditor’s
recommendations

The lower Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

Rappahannock General and Bon Secours
enter into ‘clinical collaboration’ agreement

RCC Kilmarnock Center plans grand opening

Northumberland leaders re-elected; sewer funding options discussed

                   on the Rappahannock

Now Open For Dinner
Thursday, Friday and Saturday  5:30-8:30 pm

At the foot of the bridge, White Stone

www.willabys.com                       435-0000
    Find us on 

You cannot turn on the TV 
or open the paper without 
confronting glaring head-
lines about unemployment.

The problem? Just drive 
into any parking lot and 
count the cars made in 
the USA and those made 
abroad. Similarly, go into 
any clothing store and count 
the items made in the USA. 
Try and buy a computer, 
or room heater, or vacuum 
cleaner, that doesn’t carry 
the tag “Made in China.”  

Even great American 
names like Dell, Hoover, 
and only God knows how 
many more carry that tag. 
Does this give you any 
idea? 

We make practically noth-
ing at home anymore. What 
was once the premier manu-
facturing nation is now way 
down the line. With fewer 
factories producing goods, 
is there any question as to 
what has happened to the 
jobs? 

They’ve gone overseas.
Have any of you ques-

tioned the foreign accents 
at call centers as to where 
they are physically located? 
The call center for my 
insurance company’s medi-
cine provider is in the Phil-
lipines.     

Can anyone imagine what 
would happen if a war like 
World War II were to erupt? 
Could we clothe and equip 
our troops? Could we build 
ships, tanks and airplanes 
by the hundreds?

True, we have the greatest 
technology in the world and 
for limited warfare we are 
more than ready. But, for 
the big one, I don’t know 
and it bothers me, particu-
larly now that China has an 
aircraft carrier and certainly 
other modern ships.

An aircraft carrier is 
good for only one thing: 
projecting power around the 
world. It is not a defensive 
weapon.

What is the solution?
Buy American. If you 

look around you can find 
American-made goods like 
Southwick men’s clothing 
and Allen Edmonds shoes. If 
more people buy American, 
more stores would want to 
stock American and manu-
facturing would increase.

If manufacturing increas-
es, so will jobs. Just a 
thought.

J.W. Harman Jr.,
Lancaster

Buy American A magnificent
good-bye

“Who was that woman that 
died recently and why was 
her funeral procession led by 
an elegant horse-drawn car-
riage?”

I am proud to say that 
woman was my aunt Rosetta 
Carrington Moody. Proud 
because horse-drawn hearses 
have been used in funeral 
processions since around the 
mid 19th century to express 
the importance and value of 
the life being honored and 
Aunt Rose was valuable and 
important to her family, her 
church and her community. 
She lived on this earth for 102 
years. She remained a strong 
black woman in spite of living 
through many hardships, 
struggles and injustices.

Rose Moody was brought 
up when black people were 
lynched for no reason—other 
than simply being black. She 
lived through the “Jim Crow 
Laws” when public water 
fountains and bathrooms had 
signs on them—WHITES 
ONLY and NEGROES 
ONLY. She lived through the 
segregation of schools, buses 
and other public buildings. 
She was around to witness the 
fight for equality by Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Rosa Parks and 
other civil rights leaders. 

My Aunt Rose lived from 
slavery time to being able to 
see a black President of the 
United States.

Rose Moody was a member 
of Calvary Baptist Church 
and recently celebrated her 
birthday with her church 
family. She was a faithful and 
active member and served 
proudly as the “Mother of the 
Church.” She will be lovingly 
remembered for her Sunday 
entrances strutting one of her 
beautiful hats.

There is an unmistakable 
dignity conveyed by a horse-
drawn funeral carriage. Rose 
Moody deserved a magnificent 
good-bye and she received just 
that, with her elegant carriage 
pulled by snow-white horses. 
Seated on top as the coach-
man was her grandson, Leon 
Marable.

The horse-drawn funeral 
carriage has been defined as 
“a magnificent good-bye.” I 
believe that my Aunt Rose, who 
had seen and lived through so 
much and remained a loving, 
strong Christian black woman, 
truly deserved a magnificent 
good-bye.

Roscoe Moody,
Kilmarnock

YOUR LETTERS

Do you remember?
The merchant’s division of the Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce discusses plans for 
Kilmarnock Day in 1960. Members, from left, are believed to be Walter Mercer, Frank 
McGinnes, Jack Winters, Robert Dew, John Robert Cockrell, unidentified gentleman, 
Fred Swaffin Jr. and Emory Currell. Kilmarnock Day, also known as K-Day, traditionally 
took place in February, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. If 
anyone recognizes the unidentified gentleman, contact Ashburn. “Do you remember?” 
is a community service of the museum. 

(Reprints from the March 1, 1912, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Lighthouse Keepers Of Chesapeake

Almost hermit in their isolation among the waters of the 
Chesapeake and tributaries are the keepers of the lights that 
guide the passing ships to their destination. In their tiny cot-
tages of from four to eight rooms, these men live depend-
ing, in most cases, solely upon the service vessels for food 
and fuel.  One man must always be on hand to care for the 
light, and the unwritten law that commands the captain of 
a ship to be the last to leave in time of stress applies to the 
lighthouse keeper in case of the destruction of his home.
White Stone

G. W. Noble and family have returned to this place to 
reside, after making their home in Baltimore several years.

Miss Marguerite Smith, of Heathsville, is visiting her 
sister, Mrs. B. H. B. Hubbard.

Mrs. F. T. Hathaway has returned to her home here after 
spending some time with her daughter in Norfolk.

Miss Lucy Lee returned home after quite a lengthy visit 
at Fleeton. She was accompanied home by her niece, Miss 
Nannie Lee Palmer.
Mollusk

Little Alma White has been very much indisposed, but 
we are glad to say is out again.

Mrs. G. W. Douglass and Mrs. W. F. White recently vis-
ited at Callao.

Mrs. Sadie Hynson, of Morattico, is staying with her 
mother at Monaskon since the death of her father, Mr. 
James Oliver.

Miss Olivia Marshall visited her friend, Miss Jennie 
Pinckard, Saturday and Sunday.

Mrs. Eudora Sparrow, of Monaskon, is visiting her niece 
at this place.

It is rumored that L. D. Stoneham will open a tomato fac-
tory at his place this season. We wish him success.

We are sorry to hear of the sudden death of Mr. E. E. 
Rogers, of Morattico.

It is reported that Joseph Herman, the moving picture 
man, will be here the first week in March.
Irvington

W. T. Jones and little son were in Norfolk last week.
Miss Alice Baugher, of Baltimore, is visiting her aunt, 

Mrs. J. C. Harding.
S. P. Simmons, Jr., V. O. Willey and Lacey Kirkmyer were 

in Baltimore this week.
H. B. Boughton, of Millenbeck, spent Monday and Tues-

day with his sister, Mrs. W. McDonald Lee.
Chas. Conklin, wife and child, of Hampton, are spending 

some time at the home of Thos. Croxton.
Loyola Leland has opened up an insurance and real estate 

office in the Lancaster National Bank building.
Rev. F. W.  Claybrook and F. G. Newbill were engaged 

from Monday until Thursday auditing the books of the 
Northern Neck Mutual Fire Association.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

The Lancaster County Republican Commit-
tee recently announced its 15th annual Reagan 
Day Dinner will be held March 18 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club near Kilmar-
nock.

First District Congressman Rob Wittman 
will serve as master of ceremonies. The event 
will begin with a social hour at 5:30 p.m. A 
buffet dinner will be available at 7 p.m.

“We hope that Republicans from throughout 
the Northern Neck and other interested citi-
zens will join us on March 18 for an evening 
of inspiring speeches, fabulous food and good 
fellowship,” said chairman Joan Blackstone. 

“We have extended invitations to all of the 
candidates for the Republican nomination for 
the U. S.  Senate,” said Blackstone. “We are 
looking forward to an evening with plenty of 
important Republican talent.”

Supporters also are urged to donate appro-
priate political and patriotic memorabilia for 
the annual silent auction, she added. Donors 
may call Blackstone at 435-6464.

The cost of the dinner is $55 per person. 
To make a reservation, send a check payable 
to the Lancaster County Republican Commit-
tee to LCRC, P.O. Box 1215, Kilmarnock, VA. 
22482.

Republicans plan 15th Reagan dinner

The 
Congressional 
Report

As I drove to Washington 
from Montross last week, 
I watched the odometer in 
my 2005 Toyota Corolla tick 
closer to 300,000 miles.

At the 299,999 mark, it 
simply stopped moving, 
even though I continued to 
drive, mile after mile. The 
mechanic told me my odom-
eter wouldn’t go any higher 
and it would have to be reset 
to zero.

Despite not being able to 
see the 300,000 mile mark, 
I’m satisfied to have gotten 
such great use of this car. 
Just a few months ago, I 
was told to scrap my reliable 
Corolla and find something 
new.

My Corolla sustained 
some damage this past July 
4. Another vehicle collided 
with mine and the other 
driver’s insurance company 
classified my vehicle  as 
“totaled.” However, I knew 
my car had plenty of miles 
left to drive, so I bought it 
from the insurance com-
pany, fixed it and put it back 
on the road, after ensuring it 
was safe.

Although the insurance 
company urged me to scrap 
my car, I had confidence that 
it could still do the job. As 
the saying goes, “If it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it.” I can’t 
say the same for Congress.

Just this week, the Gallup 
organization released results 
of a poll that asked 600 small 
businesses about the factors 
that affect their hiring deci-
sions. 46% said fears about 
new government regulations 
are a significant concern. 
Another 48% acknowledged 
rising health care costs were 
keeping them from adding 
new folks to their payrolls.

The results highlight the 
impact uncertainty has on 
our economy and its abil-
ity to recover. Despite this, 
senate leaders signaled they 
will not pursue budget leg-
islation this year, one of the 
basic functions of Congress 
as directed by our Constitu-
tion.

This lack of a basic blue-
print for the federal govern-
ment makes it considerably 
harder for small businesses, 
health care providers, and 
state and local government 
entities to prepare their bud-
gets.

We’ve got to work together 
to ensure the country returns 
to an atmosphere of growth 
and economic prosperity. 
Responsible governing is a 
critical part of this effort, and 
the process must begin with 
Congress passing a respon-
sible, efficient and effective 
budget to fund the necessary 
functions to increase cer-
tainty for job creators in the 
U.S. I am hopeful that as the 
budget process progresses 
over the next few months, 
elected officials will govern 
responsibly.

We count also on inno-
vators to live their dreams, 
to start their own business 
or invent something that 
changes lives. 

We also must ensure 
schools are effectively pre-
paring students. I recently  
had a great meeting with my 
education advisory council. 
We discussed student pro-
ductivity, teacher perfor-
mance, and the role of the 
federal government in our 
overall education system 
including legislation to 
replace the No Child Left 
Behind Act.

I received great feedback 
from the folks at the meet-
ing, each of whom has valu-
able experience with vari-
ous aspects of our education 
system. As the 112th Ses-
sion of Congress continues, 
I look forward to pursuing 
effective educational reform 
as well as supporting other 
efforts to promote and sus-
tain an environment of eco-
nomic growth and prosper-
ity in our nation.
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Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

Thursday, March 1 through 
Saturday, March 10

A Gem of a Deal

20%off  Bridal Jewelry

Jewelry & Giftware

1974-2012

Be sure to check out our 50% off closeouts!

30% off All Other In-Stock

Sale

38th
Anniversary

Sale
Anniversary

Sale

38
Anniversary

38

15% off all custom jewelry orders placed during sale

  Ad sponsored by Linda Lloyd, through the Animal Welfare League 804-435-0822

All of these wonderful dogs and cats 
would love a home, their forever home!

“Bear,”  6-7 years old, 
female. I’m still waiting 
for my special 
forever home.  
Call
Michelle at 
804-438-6121.

“Barnie,” 2-year old 
easy-going male 
Lab/Bird Dog mix
Lancaster Animal 
Shelter 804-462-7175.

“Ralph,” Plot hound 
mix, 2 years old
Lancaster Animal 
Shelter
804-462-7175.

“Betty,” Beagle mix 
female 3-4 years old 
Lancaster Animal
Shelter, 804-462-7175.

“Otis,”3-year old male 
hound mix
For more information
call Jean Williams
804-394-3502.

“Edie,”
sweet 1-year-
old female cat
Lancaster 
Animal 
Shelter
804-462-7175.

Valentine’s serenade
A Valentine’s Day luncheon February 14 at the home 
of Betty and Walt Klein included a surprise visit by a 
Bay Tones quartet. Ladies from left (above) are Burt 
Lamberth, Jan Croner, Debbie Marion, Florine Keatley 
and Bev Miller. Quartet members from left (below) are 
Harry Stemple, Peter Bennett, Byrd Chancey and Bill 
Croner. 

Not a day goes by that we’re 
not assailed by the media 

about the soaring fuel prices. 
It’s terrifying!

Well, if drivers would obey 
the speed limits this whole 
town could buy gas for $3 a 
gallon. If speculators weren’t 
on such a mission to be bil-
lionaires, we could buy gas 
for $2 a gallon. And if Iran 
would just go away…..How-
ever, rising fuel costs do affect 
boaters, as toy-support often 
takes second-seat to mama’s 
Suburban.

So what if gas hits $5 a 
gallon at the marina? Let’s 
take a look at “what if we skip 
the boat this weekend and do 
something else?” for a family 
of four.

Let’s assume you already 
own the boat: we’re just deal-
ing with weekend expenses. 
Let’s assume you’re intelligent 
enough to parcel the types of 
use you put your boat to, so it’s 
not always wide-open. Let’s 
say you’ll use 80 gallons of 
fuel, which would be $400. 
This’ll allow some wake-
boarding, cruising, lunch in a 
cove, swimming and skiing. 
Divvy that up for two days.

Subway sandwiches for 
four for two lunches, chips, 
$25; soda and beer, $20. Gas 
to tow a few blocks to the 
ramp, and launch fees, $20. 
With four people, that’s two 
10-hour days for roughly 
$465. Or, $23.25 per hour for 
a family of four.

Okay, a theme park has to 
be cheaper, huh? Friend Pam, 
near Disneyworld, gives me 
this to start with: figure $20 
in fuel for traffic jams. Two 
adult tickets at $87.33, plus 
two kids’ tickets at $78.81, 
plus parking at $10, plus four 
lunches at $15.50 per equals 
$345.47—for one day. Two 
days equals $690.94. Two ten-
hour days comes to $34.55 per 
hour.

Let’s golf? John, at King 
Carter (public) Golf Course 
gave me numbers for a week-
end day. Each adult would 
pay $49, each child, $25. That 
includes greens fees and carts. 
Assume nobody has clubs, 
but you can rent them for $30 
a bag—say a bag for adults, 
a for the kids. Fuel to get to 
the course and back runs $10. 
John says 18 holes takes about 
five hours, so two days of a 
total of 10 hours’ entertain-
ment will run about $366 or 
$36.60 per hour.

Let’s go to a play in New 
York. Her Highness and I 
had thought at Christmas 
about catching a cheap flight 
(baggage-class) to see a play 
and the tree lighting. Count-
ing CHEAP meals, it would 
have cost us nearly $2,000 
for two nights and three days. 
Figure 25 hours of entertain-
ment for $80 per hour.  If you 
lived in New York, two tickets 
to a Broadway play would 
be $650; cab fare, $25; and 
dinner at a bug-free diner, 
$100. One day, roughly five 
hours of entertainment for 
two is $150 per hour. Give me 

country living.
How about almost a play—

the theater? Two adults, two 
teens, $9.50 each for tick-
ets, $4 each for popcorn or 
soda—$54, plus $5 for gas 
getting there and back. $59 
for two hours’ “entertain-
ment,” or $29.50 per hour.

There’s always camping, 
and for those not used to 
pitching tents, sleeping on the 
ground with creepy-crawlies, 
there are campers available 
from places like Freedom 
Rentals in Ashland. If you 
have a tow vehicle equipped 
with a brake controller (a Ford 
F150 is enough truck, adding 

the controller is about $150), 
you can get a camper well-
equipped like home (sans 
linens and dishes) for $150 a 
day, and tow it to a nice water-
front campground where you 
can park it for the weekend 
with water and electricity for 
about $10 a day. Figure 150 
miles round-trip at 10 mpg 
($60), $100 for food for four 
if you shop carefully, and 
bring your household paper 
goods, silver and linen. That 
adds up to $610, or $25.41 
per hour for about 24 hours of 
entertainment.

That’ll allow you to drop 
a fishing line off the pier, 

wander the shoreline, read, 
drink coffee at sunrise, play 
board games at night, tan 
during the day. Nothing excit-
ing—just nice family time. 

So, even with gas prices 
heading upward, boating still 
looks like the best bang for 
the buck. And, to quote Rat, in 
Wind in the Willows, “There 
is nothing—absolutely noth-
ing—half so much worth 
doing as simply messing 
about in boats.” At any price.

Grid Michal operates The 
Motor Doctor, a mobile ser-
vice and repair business. 
For more information, call 
436-2601.

MONTROSS—Under the direction of park staff member 
Shanna Minarik,  John Narny, Glyn Surdam and Paul 
Servis recently installed a 20-station bluebird trail at West-
moreland State Park.

The Northern Neck Audubon Society provided the blue-
bird boxes and the funding for the materials needed for the 
new trail, said Servic.  The trail will be monitored by vol-
unteers on a weekly basis during the nesting season.

Westmoreland and Belle Isle state parks both have blue-
bird trails, thanks to the Northern Neck Audubon Society’s 
ongoing Bring Back the Bluebird Campaign, he said.

Jim Merrill says he is is 
officially a “luthier,” a 

person who takes big chunks 
of wood and turns them into 
musical instruments. He 
recently explained his craft 
to the Northern Neck Rotary 
Club.

In today’s vernacular, Jim 
makes guitars. Not ordinary 
guitars; however, hand made 
guitars from exotic woods 
with inlay which are in the 
style of the pre-war Martin.

If he divides his hours 
worked by the normal 
40-hour work week, he has 
45 years of experience and 
he is only 56 years old, said 
Merrill.

The job is one that he 
doesn’t mind and to the 
observer it is obvious that 
he likes the work and the 
10-hour days are very 
normal.  

He was angry with him-
self for the level of perfec-
tion he demanded of him-
self, until a guy came in the 
shop and said “Wow, you are 
really anally retentive.”  The 
guy was absolutely right, he 
said.

 Another man who worked 
in the aircraft industry indi-
cated he also was a perfec-
tionist and didn’t understand 
why. This fellow went out, 
sat under a tree, fretted and 
prayed, continued Merrill.  
Eventually, he heard a voice 
as clear as day say because 
“I have placed a spirit of 
excellence within you.” The 

man told Merrill that he was 
fine after that.  

Merrill said he also could 
accept that and now rather 
than being picky he consid-
ers himself to have a spirit 
of excellence.  This also 
reminds him of his father’s 
advice to do it right the first 
time.

He told the story of build-
ing a guitar for a Japanese 
client with his brother’s 
assistance. His brother got 
a bit aggressive with sand-
ing the sound hole in the 
top of the guitar and Merrill 
called it to his attention. The 
finished guitar was shipped 
to the client who loved it, 
although he asked if the 
sound hole was suppose to 
be larger. It was by 7 thou-
sands of an inch.

“I am not a businessman,” 
said Merrill. The demands 
of the business interrupt the 
creative work, he explained. 
He accomplishes the com-
bined task with the help of 
his wife and son who, with 
him, run a small family busi-
ness in Lively.

Merrill’s guitars are not 
ordinary and sell for prices 
beginning in the $6,000 area 
and go up with the detail 
wanted to as much as the 
client wishes to spend. It 
takes six to eight weeks to 
make a guitar with his spirit 
of excellence.

The club meets at 7:30 
a.m. Wednesdays at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.

From left are Glyn Surdam, Shanna Minarik and John 
Narny. 

Bluebird trail installed
at Westmoreland park

A Boat That Works
by Grid Michal

Nothern Neck
Rotary Club News

by Roy Cameron 

From left are Rotarian Skip Ackerly, Jim Merrill and club 
president Ken Knull.


