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Town election
filing deadline
coming March 6
by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster
guard
Shamerah
Taylor eyes the hoop in Northern
Neck District tournament action.
The Lady Devils defeated the
Northumberland Lady Indians in
the tournament ﬁnal, 53-50. Photo
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi.

Tournament
champions

LANCASTER—Time is running out for candidates to ﬁle for
the May 1 town elections. The
deadline to ﬁle with Lancaster
County voter registrar Susan Jett
is Tuesday, March 6.
The registrar’s ofﬁce will remain
open that day until 7 p.m., she
said.
In Kilmarnock, three council
seats are up for election. Rebecca
Tebbs Nunn, Mae Umphlett, James
“Jimmy” Smith, Travis Abbott and
Jane Ludwig have ﬁled.
A fourth seat with two years
remaining in the term is also up
for election. To date, no candidates
have ﬁled to run for that spot.
In Irvington, the ofﬁce of mayor
and three council seats are up for
election. As of February 21, Ralph
“Rannie” Ransone had ﬁled for
mayor. Gene Edmonds and Ed
Sulick have ﬁled for council.
In White Stone, where four
council seats are up for election,
no one has ﬁled.
Anyone interested in ﬁling for
the seats should call the registrar
at 462-5277. The ofﬁce is on the
lower ﬂoor of the county administration building in Lancaster.
April 9 is the deadline to register to vote in the May 1 election.

Second snowfall offers brief winter fun
Amanda Steensma of Weems lets ﬂy a boulder-sized snowball at her brother, Evan, Monday morning
after an overnight snowstorm brought two inches of snow to the lower Northern Neck. The wet, heavy
snow was good for making hard, giant snowballs and easy to clean off roadways. Morning trafﬁc was not
hampered. However, school-aged children were home to enjoy the second snow of the season with most
area schools closed for a Presidents’ Day holiday. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Commission completes its capital
improvement study for 2013 funding
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Planning
commission members ended their
2013 Capital Improvement Project (CIP) work session last week
with a decision to recommend
just $295,000 in projects. The
amount was less than expected by
about $130,000 after school ofﬁcials pulled their top two items
from the list.
Planners will hold a public

hearing on the budget at their
March meeting.
School superintendent Dr.
Daniel Lukich moved a request
for $50,000 for a facility study to
the school operating budget. An
$80,000 request for a new weight
room at the high school was moved
to the 2015 CIP budget.
Only three items remained on
the list of projects for 2013. At
the top is a request for $157,000
for a voice over telecommunica-

tions system in Lancaster schools
that would save $15,000 by replacing current telephone systems.
The proposed system would be
run over the internet and voice
mail would be available by computer. School ofﬁcials noted some
$65,000 of the cost is eligible for
reimbursement from the federal
government.
The second item is a school
request for $80,000 to replace
HVAC systems at the middle

school. It is the third phase of a ﬁvephase project. The ﬁnal item on the
CIP list is $58,000 to repair the Old
Jail and Clerk’s ofﬁce in Lancaster.
It is a carryover from last year since
the work was not completed.
In other business, planners
approved text changes to the Introduction and Chapter 1 of the Comprehensive Plan. The changes will
now go to supervisors for consideration. Planners also worked on
updates to Chapter 2.

The medicine of yesteryear through Dr. Gravatt’s eyes
by Shannon Rice

“N

Lancaster center Melvin Gregory
stretches skyward for two of his
31 points in the Northern Neck
District Tournament ﬁnal. The
Red Devils beat the Essex Trojans
for the championship trophy,
65-53. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
Tournament coverage
on the sports pages, Section C.
More photos at RRecord.com.
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o one today can really
appreciate what the practice of medicine was in the ‘40s
and ‘50s,” says Dr. Broaddus Gravatt Jr.
And no one today would be able
to describe that practice better
than Dr. Gravatt, who retired in
2000 after 55 years of service.
One could say that Dr. Gravatt was born into the industry.
His father ran a family practice
out of his home in Ellerson, near
Mechanicsville, for more than 40
years.
Dr. Gravatt graduated from
Atlee High School in 1933 and
continued his studies at the University of Richmond. He received
his diploma from the Medical
College of Virginia in 1941 and
married Ruth Latham “Dimple”
Gravatt that October.
Following a stint in the military
that transferred him from different departments and branches,
Gravatt came home and told his
father he was ready to start working with him at the family practice. His father’s response: “Go
ﬁnd your own place.”
Finding his own place didn’t
take long. Members of the Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce
were beginning a frantic search
for a physician in the fall of 1945
when Dr. M.C. Oldham fell ill.
“In the Northern Neck, there
were only 24 doctors from Reedville to Montross,” recalls Dr.
Gravatt.
On October 1, 1945, Dr. Gravatt opened the doors to his ofﬁce
in one room of the Eubank Hotel
on Church Street. The room contained only a light bulb and a
sink.
Ten years later, he began construction on a medical center in
Kilmarnock that would contain
optometry and dentistry ofﬁces
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Dr. Broaddus Gravatt Jr. (left) and his son, Emerson Gravatt.

in addition to his family practice. The Gravatt Medical Center,
which held its grand opening on
April 29, 1956, was licensed as
a two-bedroom hospital with a
delivery and x-ray room.

On call
Dr. Gravatt, who is fondly
referred to as “everyone’s doctor,”
always maintained long hours at
his practice. The center had ofﬁce
hours every day but Wednesday
and Sunday until 1970, including evening hours on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays. The
evening hours gave farmers and
working class people the chance
to see him at a more convenient
time, says Dr. Gravatt. As for
appointments, there weren’t any.
“It was ﬁrst come, ﬁrst serve,”
he says.
In addition to offering later
hours in his ofﬁce, Dr. Gravatt
frequently made house calls. He
remembers making 48 house calls
in one day during a ﬂu epidemic.
He says a lot of times it was easier
for him to go to the patients than
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for them to come to him. Telephone operators would transfer
ofﬁce calls to whichever home
Gravatt was visiting.
When asked what he did when
he got sick, Gravatt chuckles, “I
went to work.”
It should be noted, however,
that the doctor (who has never
received a ﬂu shot) rarely got
sick.

Community leader
Dr. Gravatt’s contributions to
the Northern Neck are not limited
to his own ofﬁce. He remains the
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HealthStyles

longest serving medical examiner
in the state of Virginia, serving
from 1948 until his retirement.
He served as Kilmarnock ﬁre
chief in 1952 and, at 96, today is
the oldest member of the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department.
Dr. Gravatt also played an integral role in the development of the
Kilmarnock-Lancaster Volunteer
Rescue Squad, where he served
as the ﬁrst medical director. In the
early days of the squad when there
was no hospital nearby, responders would transport patients to Dr.
Gravatt in a hearse.
“I was the only doctor who
would go out so I was the only
one they called. They’d bring ‘em
to me and I’d stabilize them,” he
said.
In addition to being one of the
few doctors responding to squad
calls, Dr. Gravatt also was one of
the few in support of a hospital
coming to Kilmarnock. He says
the others were afraid they would
lose patients.
In the earlier days, the only
bridge was at Tappahannock and
travel to Hampton Roads or the
Richmond areas took all day. He
welcomed Rappahannock General
Hospital when it opened in 1977.
Dr. Gravatt frequently referred
patients to RGH and served as
a treasurer for the medical staff.
He was issued the ﬁrst honorary
DR. GRAVATT, continued on page A2
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A guide to healthy living in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

2012

The annual guide
to healthy living
in the Northern
Neck and Middle
Peninsula appears
inside.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Red Devils win
Lancaster High’s varsity boys and girls basketball teams won
Northern Neck District tournament championships Friday
before a home crowd. For game photos, go to RRecord.com.
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InsideNews

Correction

Former U.S. Sen. Paul Trible
places 508 acres of family land
under conservation easement

In a February 9 article
regarding Rappahannock
General Hospital’s afﬁliation with Bon Secours, it
was implied that Dr. Kathryn Stout of Virginia Women’s Center might soon be
coming to Kilmarnock to
offer OB/GYN services.
However, she’s already
here. The Virginia Women’s
Center practice is at 102
DMV Drive in Kilmarnock.
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Only in Ottoman
Mike Lennon, a builder from Northern Virginia with
family here, is renewing the old Ottoman theater. He
took time out from his project on Monday, February 20,
to build a snowman.

Dr. Gravatt
continued from page A1

lifetime membership on the
medical staff at Rappahannock General Hospital in
1995.
With all of his accomplishments and recognitions, it’s surprising that a
book has not been written
about “everyone’s doctor.”
He delivered nearly 1,400
babies in the span of his
career. He has served as
a member of the Medical Society of Virginia, the
American Medical Association, the Southern Medical
Association and the Northern Neck Association. He
maintained
membership
in the American Academy
of Family Physicians as
a fellow and in 1948 he
helped to found the Virginia
Academy of Family Physicians.
Dr. Gravatt still found
time for other endeavors
within the community such
as serving as a deacon and

Sunday school teacher
at Kilmarnock Baptist
Church, helping to charter
the Indian Creek Yacht and
Country Club where he
served as the ﬁrst elected
president from 1956-57,
and serving as president of
the Kilmarnock-IrvingtonWhite Stone Rotary Club
from 1953-54.
When asked why he
chose to stay in Lancaster
County, Dr. Gravatt cited
the hard work ethic he is so
well-known for: “I got busy.
I kept on working and so I
stayed.”
In regards to his many
achievements
and
the
advancements made in
modern medicine, Dr. Gravatt has little to say except,
“You can’t believe how
much the practice of medicine has changed in the last
60 or 70 years. No one practices medicine like we did
in the ‘40s and ‘50s.”
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H E AT H S V I L L E — I t
will take a little more time
before pawnbrokers or precious metal dealers make an
appearance in Northumberland County.
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Following a motion Thursday by Charles Williams, seconded by vice chairman Bill
Kling, the Northumberland
planning commission again
tabled action on an amendment to the zoning ordinance
to list both as conditional uses
in the general business zoning
district. All commissioners voted in favor of tabling
action except Al Fisher, who
was not present.
“The commission is still
trying to obtain additional
information,” said assistant
county administrator Luttrell
Tadlock.
The amendment has been
tabled once before at the
request of Fisher who wanted
more information about these
types of businesses and how
they are regulated in the
Commonwealth.

NEWS
BREAK
■ Veteran’s photos
The Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund (VVMF) is
on a mission to ﬁnd the photos
and histories of the Northern Neck’s Vietnam veterans
killed or missing in action.
The goal is to collect photos
for each of the 58,272 names
on the the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Wall.
Send copies of photographs
(the center does not want the
original) by mail to The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund,
ATTN: Call for Photos, 2600
Virginia Avenue, NW, Suite
104, Washington, D.C. 20037.
Send pictures by email to
vvfm@vvfm.org. The directions and a form to accompany each photo can be found
at vvfm.org/photos.

CHARLOTTESVILLE—The Virginia ture, open space and wildlife habitat.
Department of Forestry (VDOF) recently The terms of the easement are developed
recorded its ﬁrst forestland conservation between the landowner and the organizaeasement in Northumberland County, tion that will hold the easement – in this
encompassing some 508 acres of Gas- case, the Virginia Department of Forcony Farm owned by the family of former estry.
The terms of the easement are perpetU.S. Sen. Paul Trible.
“My family and I have owned Gascony ual and apply to all future landowners.
for almost 100 years and love the rich No change to ownership of the property
natural beauty and history of the prop- occurs. Landowners continue to own, use
erty,” said Sen. Trible. “We want future and control their land, and can sell it or
generations to be able to know and love pass it on to heirs. Easement agreements
do not require landowners to provide
and experience this property as we do.”
public access.
The Trible family
“The Department
has managed the
“My family and I have owned
of Forestry was very
forest on this tract
excited when Senaof land for many Gascony for almost 100 years
tor Trible contacted
years with the
us about helping
help of the VDOF and love the rich natural beauty
him develop a conArea Forester Rich and history of the property. We
servation easement
Steensma.
on his family’s
“I admire Paul want future generations to be
land,” said VDOF
for his ability and able to know and love and expeforestland conserwillingness
to
vation
specialist
gather lands back rience this property as we do.”
Rob
Suydam.
“This
together,”
said
—Former U.S. Sen.Paul Trible
beautiful piece of
Steensma. “Several
forestland protects
years ago, when
others were eager to subdivide and maxi- the conservation values of forest, farm
mize proﬁt through parcelization, Paul and open space. In addition, because this
was following in his father’s footsteps property is so close to the Chesapeake
of stewardship by continually working Bay, the watershed and wildlife habitat
to bring subdivided parcels of land back protection this easement provides is outtogether, into one whole working land- standing.”
Virginia loses 16,000 acres of forestscape of forest and farmland.”
“My father and I have worked with the land each year. Often, forest converted
Department of Forestry for many years to other uses, such as residential develand have great respect for the outstand- opment, is the result of choices made by
ing public service provided by the depart- individual landowners, who own nearly
ment,” said Sen. Tible. “We are very con- 80% of the forestland in Virginia.
VDOF is committed to slowing the
ﬁdent that the Department of Forestry is
the right partner for us to protect and pre- loss of valuable forestland to conversion
by working with landowners to help them
serve these lands that we cherish.”
A conservation easement is a voluntary keep their land in forest, said Suydam.
legal agreement between a landowner For landowners who feel that permanent
and a government agency or land trust protection is the right thing for them,
that permanently limits development of their family and their land, VDOF offers
the land, subsequently protecting such its services to help them develop a conconservation values as forestry, agricul- servation easement.

Community
Foundation
calls for grant
applications
I RV I N G TO N — R i v e r
Counties Community Foundation grants committee
chairman Mary Elizabeth
Hoinkes recently announced
applications are being
accepted for the 2012 Community Grants Program.
Charitable 501-c-3 organizations serving Lancaster, Middlesex, and/
or Northumberland counties are eligible to apply
for funding to support the
implementation or continuation of initiatives having
direct community impact
for the residents of one
or more of these counties,
said Hoinkes. The majority of grants awarded will
be in the $1,000 to $5,000
range.
Grant guidelines and
application forms are available at rivercountiescf.org.
The complete application
package must be received
by mail to P.O. Box 222,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482, no
later than April 2, or by hand
delivery to the RCCF ofﬁce
at 293 Steamboat Road in
Irvington by 11 a.m. that
day.
There will be no exceptions, said Hoinkes.
Applicants will be notiﬁed by the end of May if
they have been selected to
receive a grant.
To contact the foundation, call 438-9414, or email
mnost@tcfrichmond.org.
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SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported charges
against nine individuals.

Felonies

less driving complaint in
the area of Chinns Mill, to a
complaint of vandalism to a
grave on King Carter Drive
(no criminal incident) and
to a trespass complaint on
Lancaster Creek Drive. Staff
received a report of the theft
of jewelry from a home on
Skye Drive (assorted jewelry; $13,650 loss).
February 16: Staff
responded to a citizen’s
report of possible stolen
heavy equipment in the
area of Old Orchard Drive,
received a reckless driving
complaint from the area of
White Chapel Road, and
responded to Dillin Drive at
the request of a concerned
citizen to check on the wellbeing of a person reportedly
in distress (address given
does not exist).
February 17: Staff
received a report of a threatening communication made
to a Johns Neck Road resident, responded with the
White Stone Police Department (WSPD) to a suspicious person complaint on
Chesapeake Drive, received
a larceny report from the
20400 block of Mary Ball
Road (800 ft. copper wire;
$3,200 loss), responded to
a trafﬁc complaint in the
Kilmarnock –Lancaster corridor, responded with assistance from Virginia State
Police (VSP) and KPD to
assist extra duty ofﬁcers
for a game at LHS with
crowd control after a ﬁght,
checked on the well-being
of a Landsend West resident
at the request of a concerned
citizen (subject was taken to
the hospital by a third party)
and responded to an animal
control complaint on Cherry
Point Drive.
February 18: Staff
responded with KPD to
a suspicious person complaint on E. Church Street,
to a noise violation complaint in the 3200 block of
Weems Road; to a shots
ﬁred complaint in the area
of Windmill Point Road and
Persimmon Lane (target
shooting), with KPD to a
suspicious persons complaint on E. Church Street
(passenger in vehicle was
ill), to an unknown problem
call, possible domestic, on
Grifﬁns Landing Road, and
to a noise violation complaint on Hodges Lane.
February 19: Staff
responded to the local emergency room on a report of
a possible assault victim
(intoxicated subject; injuries
believed to have been sustained in Essex County), to
the local emergency room
on a report of an assault
victim (incident occurred in

Westmoreland County), to a
domestic trespass complaint
on James Wharf Road and
to a prowler complaint on
Joyful Way (nearby resident
cutting through the woods to
go to another home).
February 20: Staff
responded to a domestic disturbance on Regina Road,
to a domestic disturbance
on Pinckardsville Road, to
a landlord/tenant complaint
on Benson Road, with KPD
to a domestic disturbance at
the local hospital, and to a
shots ﬁred complaint in the
area of Beanes Road.
The sheriff’s staff also
made nine trafﬁc stops
during the week, issued three
summonses, assisted nine
motorists, recorded one deer
strike, provided trafﬁc control once, responded to ten
building alarms, and made
four prisoner transports.

to a trafﬁc crash on Harris
Road and a storage shed ﬁre
on Painter Point Road.
The Upper Lancaster
Volunteer Fire Department
established a Med-evac
landing zone on Wishing
Well Lane.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles A.
Wilkins this week reported
misdemeanor
charges
against three individuals.
A Callao man, 37, was
charged February 17 with
interfering with the property
rights of another and petit
larceny.
A Heathsville man, 53,
was charged February 17
with a second count of driving while intoxicated within
ﬁve years, refusal to submit
to a blood/breath alcohol
test, and defective equipment.
A Reedville man was
charged February 17 with
owning a dangerous/vicious
dog.

Montae J. Smith, 25, of
Campbell Road was charged
February 14 with credit card
theft (felony), two counts of
obtaining money by false
pretenses and credit card
fraud (misdemeanors).
Travis D. Wiggins, 24, of
This Font Hill Road home was destroyed by ﬁre.
Irvington Road was charged
February 17 with felony distribution of marijuana.
Karen M. Wheatley, 27,
of Windmill Point Road was
HEATHSVILLE—In the early morning hours of Febru- charged February 18 with
ary 6, Northumberland Red Cross volunteers were on the making a written threat of
scene of a ﬁre which destroyed a home on Font Hill Road death or injury.
in Heathsville, according to chapter publicity chairman Misdemeanors
A Weems Road man, 19,
Joan Kroll.
was
charged February 13
Fairﬁelds and Callao volunteer ﬁre departments and
with contempt of court.
Mid-County Rescue responded to the call, said Kroll.
A Rocky Neck Road man,
The household members, two adults and two children,
28, was charged February 13
safely evacuated the home, she said.
Fire Calls
Madaline Forrest and Shirley Grant of the Red Cross with contempt of court.
A Windmill Point Road
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Disaster Action Team, along with Eugene Forrest, assessed
Fire Department responded
the immediate needs of the family and they were provided man, 41, and an Ocran Road
temporary housing for four nights, clothing, food and other man, 46, were each charged
February 17 with one count
necessities, said Kroll.
They also will receive help with long-term housing, she of trespassing, two counts of
said. These services are provided at no cost to the recipi- entering property with the
Motor Coach Tour June 19-21, 2012
intent to damage, and three
ents and are locally funded by the chapter.
counts of petit larceny in
Mathews County.
A Tappahannock woman,
“JONAH” New Production
28, was charged February
18 with annoying telephone
calls and profane/threatenancaster County Crime
“THE CONFESSION”
ing language over the public
Solvers seeks informaMusical Amish Love Story
airway.
tion on two wanted persons.
A Callao man, 24, was
Michael Tyrell Smith,
arrested February 18 on a
28, is wanted for failure to
Middlesex warrant charging
appear on a driving sushim with contempt of court.
Double
pended charge.
Kitchen Kettle Village &
He is described as a black
Activity report
Occupancy
Rockvale Outlets
male with brown eyes, black
February 13: Staff
hair and tattoos on both
responded to a shots ﬁred
arms and his neck. He is
complaint on Yankee Point
6 feet tall and weighs 229
Michael Tyrell Smith
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
Road (target shooting) and
pounds.
with the Kilmarnock Police
804-436-9200 1-877-436-9200
His last known addresses Michael Tyrell Smith or
“Come join us–we’re going places”
Department (KPD) to a sinare 12182 Mary Ball Road
Stacie Peach to Lancaster
gle-vehicle trafﬁc crash on
in Kilmarnock and 95 Rob- County Crime Solvers at
Harris Road.
inson Lane in Mollusk.
462-7463. You could receive
February 14: Staff
Stacie Peach is wanted
a reward up to $1,000 if
received a walk-in complaint
for a bad check.
your information is useful to from a school bus driver of a
Her last known address is Law Enforcement.
motorist failing to stop while
239 Tammy Drive in White
Crime Solver Caller #
children were boarding,
Stone.
1320 is asked to call about a received a vandalism report
Report information on
reward.
from Mosquito Point Road
(damage to mini-excavator;
$700 loss), received a report
of the theft of a motor vehicle
from Rappahannock Drive
(1987 Cadillac; $700 loss),
responded to a ﬁght call in
the 3700 block of Merry
Local Government News
Point Road, checked on the
well-being of a Lancaster
L A N C A S T E R — bles. “We will be looking
area resident at the request
County supervisors at all staff positions that
Have you heard
of a concerned citizen (no
will present plaques of become vacant to deterthe new local scandal?!
emergency services needed)
appreciation to former mine if we can reduce
and responded to a domestic
th
supervisor Pete Geilich any positions.”
disturbance (mother/son) on
Anticipated losses in
and retired voter regCampbell Road.
istrar Peggy Harding revenue total $404,000
February 15: Staff
during their meeting and include a $177,000
We love you!
responded to a juvenile
reduction in federal
tonight, February 23.
Jimmy,
Jameson,
Arthur, Whitney,
behavioral complaint on
The meeting will begin stimulus funds and a
May & Ellie.
Newtown Road, to a reckat 7 p.m. at the county $227,000 reduction in
administration building state funding.
Estimated
cost
in Lancaster.
Public hearings will increases total $1,165,00
and include a 10%
be held on:
s 4HE RE ADOPTION OF AN increase in fuel costs
ordinance clarifying the amounting to approxiname of the Economic mately $85,000, a step
Development Authority increase for staff, costing
approximately $200,000,
(EDA).
In-Store Warehouse Sale
s ! REQUEST FROM and an anticipated 8%
This Friday & Saturday
Steven E. and Amy increase in Virginia
System
Q. Ash to change the Retirement
February 24th & 25th
totaling
zoning of a 1.715-acre contributions
industrial parcel near approximately $880,000.
**One-Of-A-Kind Items**Special Purchases**
A public hearing on
the end of John’s Neck
*Many Other Unadvertised Specials Available*
Road in Weems. They the proposed budget will
are seeking residential be held March 12.
designation to utilize a
Home Décor & Outdoor
Specials Wine Seller –
KILMARNOCK—
residence on the propLimited
Quantities (Net Pricing)
Large Selection of Matahari Wood Picture Frames
The town council on
erty.
Soter North Valley Pinot Noir Reg: $34.99
s ! PROPOSAL TO ABAN- Monday, February 27,
Save 50%-75%
don 208.13 feet of public will hold a public hearSpecial $24.99
Rugs Reg: $500-$750 Now $149-$249
roadway at the end of ing on rezoning town
Domaine Napa Merlot Reg: $24.99
Carters Creek Road in property adjacent to the
Vietri
Napkins
Reg
$19/each
NOW
4
for
$29
Special: $13.99
Technology Park. The
Irvington.
The consensus docket meeting begins at 7 p.m.
All Vietri Dinnerware & Servingware
Domaine Napa Chardonnay Reg: $22.99
calls for decisions on a in the town hall.
Special $13.99
(In Stock & Special Orders) 25-60% off
Town ofﬁcials want
resolution authorizing
ELU St Supery Reg: $62.99 Special $24.99
the EDA to issue a Bank to rezone three parcels
All Table Lamps 50% off
Qualiﬁed Tax Exempt totaling 56 acres from
Churchill Pinot Gris Reg: 19.99 Special $12.99
Revenue Bond in the residential to industrial
Whimsical Cabinets (only 2 available) 60% off
Ferrari Carano Fume Blanc Reg: $12.99
amount of $10 million to use. The rezoning would
European
Bakeware
&
Accessories
25-60%
off
Now: $11.99
the Mariner’s Museum expand the Technology Park to the east and
in Newport News.
Meomi Pinot Noir Reg: $29.99 Now $19.99
Adirondack Table Asst. Colors Reg: $69 Now $24.99
southeast. According to
Santa Margarita Pinot Grigio Reg: $22.99
Jewelry & Accessories
LOTTSBURG—The town ofﬁcials, the intent
Now $19.99
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d is to make the extension
Selection of trollbeads reg: $31-$43 Now: $25
school board will host accessible through the
Darioush Caravan Reg: $46.99 Special: $29.99
a special meeting to pres- current park entrance off
Large Selection of Designer Jewelry, Handbags & Scarves
ent the superintendent’s Harris Road.
End of Bin Sale
Reg: $15-$398 Now 50%-75% off
proposed 2012-13 budget
NEWPORT NEWS—
at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb75% off list price on gemstone rings
All French Wines
All Italian Wines
ruary 27, at the school The Virginia Marine
"UY  /R 
"UY  /R 
All Lovelinks Reg: $30-$69 Sale: $14.99
Resources Commisboard ofﬁce.
 /FF
“We still do not have ssion will meet at 9:30
 /FF
ﬁnal numbers from the a.mk. Tuesday, February
state. We know we will 28, at at 2600 Washingneed to add signiﬁcantly ton Avenue in Newport
to costs for fuel, electric, News.
Habitatproject applicadiesel, gas, fuel oil, propane, Virginia retirement tions are addresed early
costs, adding one year during the meeting. Fishexperience for staff,” said eries management items
superintendent Clint Sta- follow.

Red Cross responds to needs
of family burned out by fire

CRIME SOLVERS

L

The Agenda

S

LANCASTER, PA
SHOWS

SHOPPING

ONLY
$390.00

Adventure Travel

It’s the 50 birthday of
Tammy Purcell Crandall!!

pecials

68 S. MAIN STREET
KILMARNOCK 804.435.8758
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www.Specialsltd.com
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Community’s well support organization stops pumping
C A L L AO — Fo r m e r
board members of SAIF
Water Wells Inc. gathered
for lunch and recognized
more than 20 years of leadership by the Rev. Gayl
Fowler.
The corporation, which
organized in October 1989,
closed formally December
31, 2011, after a long history
of helping Northern Neck
residents without water and
with contaminated wells,
said Rev. Fowler.
The decision to close
came after a lengthy evaluation process, she said.
The board felt there were
sufﬁcient state and federal
programs to address the
remaining cases without
water or with plumbing and
septic problems. The SAIF
Water website will be available for several years for its
research.
Organized to assist with
wells, by 1995 SAIF Water
members determined not
to dig another shallow
well until they could ﬁnd
out why these wells so frequently failed lab tests for
bacteria, said Rev. Fowler.
Field studies led to development of new construction standards which were
presented to well drillers
across the state.

Health Department.
SAIF Water also kept
cumulative statistics on well
repairs until about 1999.
At that point 205 wells had
been repaired and 74 septic
systems had been installed
locally. Following a ﬂood in
Franklin, a SAIF Water crew
helped repair the water systems at 38 homes. During
the drought of 2004, SAIF
Water rescued 22 homes
where wells had gone dry
by dredging the wells. Numbers are not available for
repair work from 2000 to
The board of directors for SAIF Water Wells recently met for last time at Luna 2011, she said.

Research

Best available statistics
showed nearly 4,000 homes
in two counties using oldfashioned wells that have
little capacity for keeping
the water sanitary. Educational efforts became high
priority, she said.
The numbers for edu-

SAIF Water research,
beginning in 1991, on
alternative septic systems opened the way for
state Health Department
approval of alternatives
which now allow the state
housing department to

for drinking comes from
underground, she said. The
aquifers need to be studied
and guarded for future generations.
SAIF Water assisted in
planning two statewide
conferences of the Committee on Stewardship of
Creation of the Diocese
of Virginia on sustainability of water supply, added
Rev. Fowler.

Restaurant in Callao to discuss remaining client cases. From left are president the Policy
In 2008, SAIF Water sucRev. Gayl Fowler, treasurer Diane Cichowicz, Lyn Neira, Vashti and Garﬁeld Parker,
Martha Sydnor, secretary Ella Davis, vice president Gordon Dudley and Art Neira. ceeded in getting an amendStanley Cichowicz served as consulting biologist.
ment passed in the Virginia

install indoor plumbing and
build new homes for many
people who previously were
forbidden indoor plumbing by law, continued Rev.
Fowler.
As these avenues opened,
SAIF Water began concentrating on helping people
enter state programs, she
said. One of the early efforts
in public policy encouraged
Lancaster County to hire
staff to administer state
housing programs.

Education

legislature to change a law
that would have brought a
halt to well repairs as plumbers were threatened with jail
time and $2,500 ﬁnes if they
repaired a well.
In their zeal to protect
artesian wells, legislators
required use of a well driller
for all repairs, explained
Rev. Fowler. They were not
aware that well drillers work
only on artesian wells and
none were available to work
on shallow wells.

cational outreach projects
were dramatically multiplied when the Health
Department
distributed
a children’s workbook
through 10 counties and
Lancaster and Northumberland counties distributed it
to students in elementary
and middle schools, said
Rev.Fowler.

monitor artesian water in
the Northern Neck.
Until county governments could organize to utilize federal programs, SAIF
Water handled complete
rehabilitation of 34 homes
in order to get water and
septic facilities to them, she
added.

Installations

U.S. Geological Survey
maps of area aquifers were
not published until 2006.
SAIF Water since has sup- Sustainability
While the Northern Neck
plied this technical informais
surrounded with water,
tion to well drillers and envithe
supply
of water suitable
ronmental staff of Northern
Neck Health Departments,
License # 2705 116978
she said. Each aquifer presents different challenges
and problems for well drillMARINE CONSTRUCTION, LLC.
ing. Experience gathered
from many investigations
t$PNQMFUF%PDL 
has been shared with the
5FBSPVUT

Meanwhile, construction
directly managed by SAIF
Water included water supplies to 164 homes including 27 artesian wells, 78
shallow wells, three B wells,
and four hookups to town
water systems, she said. In
addition, SAIF Water assistance enabled the Virginia
Department of Environmental Quality to install the
ﬁrst three research wells to

Science

Northern Neck

Dr. Bessler pays a clubhouse visit

Dr Joseph Bessler brought
ics can affect the build-up of
25 years of medical experiplaque from cholesterol on
ence as guest speaker at a
artery walls, a major cause
recent meeting of the Norof heart attacks. Studies
thumberland County Womhave indicated an incidence
an’s Club.
of high cholesterol in some
Dr. Bessler’s love of
of the Tangier Island natives
medicine was apparent by
with some young islanders
his enthusiasum and vast
in their 20s having abnorknowledge of women’s heart
mally high blood levels of
health, reported publicity
cholesterol.
chairman Diane Cichowicz.
Healthier low-fat highHailing from Vermont and
ﬁber diets, statin drugs,
From left are Dot Gregory, Susan Payne, president
Virginia Beach, Dr. Bessler Barbara Kennedy, Dr. Joseph Bessler and Brenda more exercise and no smokhas been associated with Dodson.
ing have contributed to an
The Bay Internists practice
area decline in heart attacks
in Kilmarnock for the past 18 years.
with Rappahannock General Hospital seeing from 10 to 12
At Bay Internists, the emphasis is on preventive care, heart attacks a month in the past, down to three a month
said Cichowicz. Earlier studies concentrated on the causes now. Another medical study sheds light on the low numand treatment of heart attacks in men. More recent studies bers of high cholesterol in the Inuit Indians of the Artic
have shown that women tend to have somewhat different due to their main food source of ﬁsh high in Omega 3 oil.
heart attack symptoms than men and may experience pain With access to abundant hiking trails and ﬁtness centers,
in their chest, stomach, back, arm, neck or jaw.
he would like to see everyone walk for 30 minutes a day,
Dr. Bessler explained the causes of heart disease and sug- ﬁve days a week for a healthier heart, along with harder
gested ways to prevent heart disease, heart attacks and the bones that decrease the risk of fractures.
re-occurrence of heart attacks. He emphasized that family
All guests are welcome at the Woman’s Club. Call
genetics plays a major role in heart health and how genet- 580-6052.

Marine Corps League observes February 19
February 19 was the 45th anniversary of Iwo
Jima, the hardest battle in U.S. Marine Corps
history.
Dick Samulevich of Heathsville was only 19
when he stepped off the LST onto the sandy
shores, according to Nancy Banes. Samulevich
was gunner of “Glamour Gal” the number one
gun (of three) used during the battle and one of
the few surviors.
Samulevich, a charter member and adjutant of
U.S. Marine Corps League 1062 was surprised
by fellow members Sunday as they came to
honor him and the date, said Banes.
A card signed by members depicting the
famous photograph by Rosenthal taken on February 23 atop Mount Suribachi and a bottle of
black sand from the island were presented by
Commandant Dennis Spillane.

t3JQSBQ3FWFUNFOUT
t3PDLCZ#BSHF
t#PBU-JGUT
t3FQBJST
"MM5ZQFTPG
.BSJOF
$POTUSVDUJPO

Frankie Davis (804) 313-9933
www.nneckmarineconstruction.com

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE
18th

OYSTER ROAST
Smith Point Sea Rescue is a volunteer
organization serving the Northern Neck!
WHEN:

Saturday, March 3, 2012
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

*Little River Seafood, Inc.
Burgess, Virginia

TICKETS:

Sales Limited to 300 Tickets
$30.00 per Person, Advance Sales
$35.00 At The Door
Children Under 10 FREE

INCLUDES:

Raw and Steamed Oysters
Bean Soup
Hot Dogs, Soft Drinks, Coffee
Beer $3 per cup, Wine $4 per serving
Oyster Knives - $5.00
Tickets can be obtained from:

LILIAN LUMBER HOME CENTER
JETT’S HARDWARE
GEORGE NOBLETT (Kilmarnock)
R.W.’s SPORT SHOP (Callao)

SPONSORS:

LITTLE RIVER SEAFOOD • PURCELL’S SEAFOOD
From left are (front row) historian Nancy Banes, Dick Samulevich,
paymaster Joan Maloy; (next row) Commandant Dennis Spillane,
Sergeant at Arms Robert Jones and Vice Commandant Kevin
Maloy.

*Directions: From Burgess, proceed east on Rt. 360, one
mile to Greenfield Rd. (Rt. 647) on your left. Go 1.6 miles
north to 440 Rocktown Rd. (Rt. 734) on your left. Continue
1/2 mile to Little River Seafood Co.

FARM LAND
NEEDED

–
I am working with several cash buyers in immediate
need of open farm land, 200 to 1500 acres, up to
$10,000,000.
They are ready to close now.
Please contact Rick Walden, VirginiaEstates.com
877-646-8800

+ILMARNOCK s 6IRGINIA
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Sundays at Two programs continue

Group cruise

From left are professor Diana Obeid and B.J. McMillan.

do you choose?”
On March 11, Franz
Kasteel
will
discuss
“Growing up in Occupied

Tea Party to host
Bishop E. W. Jackson

This group from St. Stephen’s Anglican Church in Heathsville recently returned from
a Caribbean cruise. From left are (front row) Pauline Edmonds and Ruth Franck; (next
row) Suzy Norman, Bobby Edmonds and Charlie Franck; (next row) Bob Norman
and Marie Carstensen; (next row) Adelaide McGrath, Laddie Townshend, Beverly Hart
U.S. Senate candidate tian church in Chesapeake
and Al Carstensen; (next row)Virginia Townshend and Sharon Dial; (next row) Chuck Bishop E. W. Jackson of and Boston. He is also the
McGrath, Betty Dillingham, Brian Hart and Morris Dillingham.
Chesapeake will address founder of “Youth With

the 99th District Tea Party
meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
February 28, at the Upper
Lancaster Volunteer Fire
Department ﬁre house at
5170 Mary Ball Road in
Lively.
Jackson served three
years with the U.S. Marine
Corps, said communications chairman Lyn Neira.
He graduated Summa Cum
Laude with a Phi Beta
Kappa Key from the University of Massachusetts
at Boston, and three years
The Lancashire staff dresses in red for Women’s Heart Disease Awareness Month.
later graduated from Harvard Law School. While in
law school, he studied at
Harvard Divinity School.
He practiced law for 15
by Mary Ketner Lorenzino, activity director
years in Boston, and later
devoted his full time to
ove is in the air at the Lancashire Conministry, said Neira.
valescent and Rehabilitation Center in
His ﬁrst book, Ten ComKilmarnock. Residents, staff, family memmandments to an Extraorbers and volunteers recently celebrated
dinary Life was published
love, togetherness and community.
in 2008. His second book,
To kick off the celebration, staff dressed
America the Beautiful –
in red February 3 to participate in their
Reﬂections of a Patriot
annual “Go Red” for Women’s Heart DisDescended from Slaves,
ease. Candy Grams with attached mesis scheduled for release in
sages were sold within the facility to be
2012.
delivered on Valentine’s Day.
He is the founder of
A total of 272, smile-producing candy
Exodus Faith Ministries, a
grams, were delivered to staff and resinondenominational Chrisdents. The Lancashire, along with a comCaroline Conklin poses for herValentine’s
bined effort from our other facilities, held
glamour shot.
a fundraiser for the American Heart Association that raised a total of $1,141.04.
Residents showed heart in the Valenresidents participated in a Valentine’s Day
tine’s Day celebration making Valentine’s
Social, which consisted of music, food and
Day decorations, sending loved ones cards stories.
of endearment, playing Cupid’s Memory,
One story was that of a resident who
and sharing Sweetheart Stories.
was married for over 35 years. When
On Valentine’s Day, over 30 residents
asked about Valentine’s Day, he simply
felt the love, as special thanks to the
replied that every day with his wife was
Lancaster High School art program who
Valentine’s Day.
donated the back-drops for glamour shots.
So as the month continues on, we too
The LHS JROTC showed admiration
will continue to keep the same idea…
by visiting and delivering handmade Valtreating every day like Valentine’s Day,
entines to the residents. As a ﬁnale, the
ﬁlled with passion and compassion.

Lancashire Lines

A Destiny,” to help youth
avoid gangs, drugs and violence, she said. Jackson is a
recipient of the Family Life
Award from the African
American Family Association.
Jackson
proposes
a
month be set aside for
the celebration of American history, the Founding
Fathers, the Declaration of
Independence and Constitution, she continued. His
top public policy issues
include a limited government, energy development,
foreign policy, national
security and policies dealing with family life.

L

Holland during World
War II.”
Programs begin at 2
p.m. at the library.

We buy
gold
silver
& coins
Free estimate,
instant payment
www.burkesjewelers.com

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock
804-435-1302

©2011

On February 12, professor Diana Obeid presented “Women In Islam”
at Sundays at Two at the
Lancaster
Community
Library in Kilmarnock.
She emphasized that,
in the Qur’an, men and
women are always stated
to be equals.
She went on to explain
the various ways Muslim
women are actually treated
is the result of different
interpretations by different cultures.
Following her talk,
Obeid answered questions
from the audience.
Sundays at Two programs continue March 4
with Patrick Anderson and
“Best Crime Writers-How

Kilmarnock Antique
Gallery
WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER!!
& take quality consignments!
144 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA
www.virginia-antiques.com
or Facebook for a tour of our gallery
804-435-1207

FREE CHECKING

Residents gather for a Valentine’s Day social.

ÀÊ Ài>}Ê iÜÃÊÊÌ iÊ ÀÌ iÀÊ iVÊUÊRRecord.com
With Free
Make-It-Mine®
Debit Cards

MORE BANK
FOR YOUR BUCKS

Union’s Free Checking is totally free. That means there’s no ﬁne print,
no per-item or monthly maintenance fees and no minimum balance
requirements, so all your money is working for you. Best of all, by having
free access to so many ways to manage your money, you have the control
you need to bank when, where and how you want. To get more bank for
your bucks, stop by for free checking and enjoy so much more!

Saturday, Feb. 25 • 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
American Legion, Kilmarnock
882 Waverly Ave., off Rt. 3

®

Mobile

Online

Locations

Live Rep

Budget

Rewards

ATMs

1-800-990-4828 bankatunion.com
■

Member

FDIC

Bill Pay

Personal
Touch

Business
Tools
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Focal Point

This is reality

I must admit, the reality TV
show put on by the Republicans in their primaries has
been fascinating. It has everything, drama, suspense, even
humor.
For example, Texas Gov.
Rick Perry, who promised to
eliminate three government
agencies then got confused
and couldn’t remember them
all.
Or pizza executive, Herman
Cain, and his whacky 9-9-9
tax plan that would double
Virginia’s sales tax. Cain also
Snow on the Coan River
suffered from a history of
womanizing.
Photo by Sandie Doptis
A big surprise was the return
of Newt Gingrich. Now in his
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
third marriage, Newt ran into a
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.
highly negative TV campaign
sponsored by Romney. It rattled him at ﬁrst, but he stayed
in the race and still insists he’s
a viable contender.
In the meantime, Pennsyl(Reprints from the February 16, 1912,
freeze and planters have been able to get to vania Sen. Rick Santorum has
issue of the Virginia Citizen)
all the shucking houses with their oysters, appeared. Currently he leads
1,200 At Dixie Ball
which are selling at good prices. 60 cents
in Michigan, Romney’s home
Beauty and Chivalry of North and
per bushel is the prevailing price. The
state. With his radical and proSouth clasp hands in aid of widows and
vocative views and rhetoric,
demand for shucked oysters in Baltimore
orphans of men who wore the grey. No
he has become bad news for
is great though prices have never been
cause was so popular as the “lost cause” in fancy.
Romney and the GOP estabWashington last week when all sections of Kilmarnock
lishment.
the country joined hands in behalf of the
Mrs. Bliss McCroby is still quite sick at
They need Romney to run
widows and orphans of Confederate veter- her mother’s.
against Obama and with the
ans and made the annual charity ball of the
Every one who witnessed the entertain- help of the Tea Party maintain
the GOP’s policy of shielding
Southern Relief Society a huge success.
ment of the Citizen’s League last Friday
Beneath boughs of Southern smilax in
were highly pleased, and thank the teachers the wealthy from participating
in solving the nation’s ﬁscal
the palm-girt room ballroom of the New
for such a treat. Let the good work go on.
problems by paying taxes comWillard more than 1,200 persons danced.
At the annual meeting of the I.O.O.F.
mensurate with their wealth.
Veterans and youth, soft-voiced maids
two members were received by card and
from the South-land, their sisters from the 11 applications were received. No. 156 is For example, Romney’s tax
rate was 15 percent, far lower
North-all were there, the beaux, as usual at beginning the new year well.
than what wage earners pay.
the Southern ball, outnumbering the belles.
We are glad to know that Kilmarnock
Thus, a lot of the tax burden
The scene was a picturesque one.
has awakened and in the near future such a
Miniatures and heirlooms, in the way of
building time we will see, as quite a lot of is passed on to the rest of us.
No wonder the rich have prosjewelry, adorned women of all ages. From land has changed hands in the past week.
pered over the last few decades
the boxes that lined the rooms, groups of
Some one stole Capt. W. E. White’s
in spite of the economy.
beautiful women, in smart costumes, offset horse and buggy, hitched in the village,
Frank Mann,
one evening last week and after using them
with famous jewelry, looked on. The
Lancaster
until morning turned the horse loose to go
dancers who participated in the stately
minuet, mingling later with the other danc- home.
Where are we?
Boat Notes
ers, added another picturesque touch.
Fish and Oyster Notes
The outer light of Urbanna creek was
Where do we live now, I
The “overhead” cost of oystering today
damaged by ice over two weeks ago and is ponder?
under the scientiﬁc and sanitary methods
still out of commission. Parrot Island light,
Essex County has allowed
is a serious factor in the business of every lower Rappahannock, is also inaccessible
David Whitlow to be seated at
oysterman, and the fabulous fortunes of
on account of ice.
the Middle Peninsula Planning
the old days are almost a thing of the past.
(Transcribe by Stephen A. Redd, volunDistrict Commission as the
Carter’s Creek has been navigable from
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum Essex County citizen repreIrvington out to the river during all this
and Library)
sentative and is also the county

YESTERYEAR

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone
February 14 was Crossover at the
General Assembly, the deadline by
which all action must be completed on
legislation in its house of origin.
We are working hard to reinvest
in Virginia’s economic development
infrastructure and make job creation
the top priority of state government.
During the ﬁrst half of the session, we
have adopted legislation extending the
current capital gains tax exemption
for start-ups. This will continue to
allow our small-business job creators
to expand investment in science and
technology by exempting investment
in business start-ups from capital
gains taxes.
The House also adopted a new
small-business investor tax credit that
will allow an individual income tax
credit for investments made in qualiﬁed small businesses beginning on
January 1, 2013, to improve access to
capital.
There also has been an additional
focus on agriculture, Virginia’s larg-

February 23, 2012
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

est industry. We have adopted legislation creating a new Agriculture and
Forestry Development Fund and will
provide $1.0 million each year for it
in the biennial budget. This measure
recognizes the increased importance
of the export market for Virginia’s
agriculture products.
While working to pass legislation to
help the Commonwealth of Virginia,
we also oppose legislation that might
adversely affect citizens in these tough
economic times. There were several gas tax bills presented in House
committees. One of these bills would
have raised the gas tax by ten cents a
gallon. This bill and similar ones were
defeated. Other proposed tax increase
bills that were introduced and subsequently defeated included a reinstated
death tax, cigarette tax, watercraft tax,
and even a proposed twenty cent tax
on plastic bags.
Work continues on the state budget.
In recent weeks, the House Appropriations Committee heard that the

continuation of the Aid to Locality
cuts will create hardships for local
governments as they search for ways
to balance their budgets in light of
declining real estate values. Moreover,
local governments face an increasing
burden when funding K-12 education.
In the upcoming House budget, we
will put forth recommendations to
increase funding for public schools to
support classroom instruction and to
pay for teacher retirement.
The House Appropriations Committee also heard reductions to the health
safety net will negatively impact our
most vulnerable citizens; and that
adequate funding to our hospitals and
nursing homes is not only important
for the delivery of quality health care
to the aged and disabled, but it also
recognizes that our health providers
are major employers in much of rural
Virginia. These issues, along with
others, will be considered during the
budget work in the coming weeks.

administrator. Yet, he lives in
Lancaster County which is in
neither jurisdiction.
Then, I ﬁnd that our Airport Authority Board has
folks that do not live in Essex
County either. How is it that
people who do not live here
are allowed to make decisions
that affect us, yet they will not
be impacted themselves by
their actions? Can all of this
be true? Are we now living
in a foreign land that allows
such nonsense or is this okay?
If it is, maybe let’s seat someone from Maryland or New
York to represent Essex? How
about picking someone from
the U.N.?
That would give me just
about the same amount of representation I feel I have right
now, even with the replacement recently announced
without public input. Who are
the folks that think it is okay
to say “I know what’s best for
you. You just keep paying the
taxes that we demand and do
like I tell you.”
When did someone decide
we no longer need to know
what is happening in our
county and anoint outsiders to
make decisions for us?
And to those that are resident representatives here,
when did it become okay to
restrict what the teachers have
to say, to control what is in
the newspaper, to send House
Bills like HB120 to Richmond without public input?
When did it become okay to
do things regardless of what
the citizens want? Are we still
in Virginia?
Bernie Buchanan,
Dunnsville

Proposed
bill is rape
Vaginal penetration without
a woman’s consent is rape.
Vaginal penetration, even
if required by law for a legal
procedure, without a woman’s consent violates both the
woman and the 4th Amendment of the Constitution,
which says: “The right of the
people to be secure in their
persons...against unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated...”
Surely, this potential violation of constitutional rights
and human dignity cannot
survive public outrage and, if
signed into law, will not survive the challenge of a reasonable court.
John Chamberlain,
Lancaster

Black history
in the making
This month’s emphasis
on black history is nice but
limiting. May I suggest we
expand this concept to “black
history...in the making.”
Frederick Douglas and
Harriet Tubman would most
likely agree. And so, after
research and personal interaction, I am joining my new
ministry colleague in making
this month more about the
future rather than the past.
Yes, the past is our foundation
but it does not determine our
future. Enter: Bishop Harry
Jackson of Hope Christian
Church in Maryland.
Author of “The Truth in
Black and White,” Rev. Jack-

son has become a national
representative for the potential of any church-at-large
that faithfully adheres and
applies the authoritative Word
of God. He calls for getting
back to the basics.
I believe his High Impact
Leadership Coalition is the
face of the future for how the
church and the black community can be a great blessing
to our nation, and thus to the
entire world.
Why not celebrate Black
History Month with me
by viewing Rev. Jackson’s
sermon on youtube.com:
“What is God Shaking in Your
Life?” You will see here just
what the future is “shaking”
up to be...history, but in the
making—not in the past pain
and problems but in the clear
and unmarred days ahead full
of opportunity and promise.
And that is something we
all can celebrate.
Rev. Dr. Grace Harley,
Capella Society International,
White Stone

Hill responds
Recently, writers express-ed
disappointment in my opinion
about the sourpuss expressions
on some of our leaders. They
accused me of racism, a diatribe and lamenting about
the lack of respect shown the
president. One suggested that
I hire a ghostwriter because I
can’t think clearly.
Let’s be clear what I am
talking about. The president
made a decision to bail out
General Motors and Chrysler.
This decision is credited
with saving the auto industry
and saving over 1.5 million
jobs. The president announced
that General Motors is now
the top automobile company in the entire world. That
announcement deserved to be
acknowledged.
Sourpuss expressions are
gloomy and sullen expressions. That is what I saw. To
lament is to express sorrow
or mourning. A diatribe is
a bitter and abusive attack.
Those words don’t describe
my comments.
The Supreme Court renders
5-4 decisions all the time. By
one writer’s logic, half of them
need ghost writers so they can
think clearly.
My opinions are my own.
I never called anyone racist or
mentioned the NAACP. For
you to do so says more about
you than it does me.
I believe that prestigious
institutions like the University of Virginia and the College of William & Mary know
the deﬁnition of sourpuss and
surely know it when they see
it.
You may disagree with the
president’s policies, but he
occupies the most powerful
position in the world and that
deserves respect. The record
is replete with instances of
disrespect for the president. It
ranges from “you lie” to Gov.
Brewer wagging her ﬁnger.
For those who write my
home, I will not be accepting
anymore letters. For those
who disagree with me, please
understand that I respect your
right to disagree.
Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

A

few years ago I wrote a column about
a visiting bald eagle, who swooped
down into our valley ﬁeld where he disbanded a convention of buzzards assembled around a piece of carrion. They
knew who was in charge, and made no
attempt to contest him. He picked up the
carrion with his talons, and off he ﬂew
to a tall tree where he waited for a bit,
then took off again for points unknown.
He was a majestic bird, and I suspect that
was his ﬁrst appearance, as we have seen
a bald eagle intermittently from that day
to this.
Before writing about his visit, I telephoned our local wildlife guru, the late
Joyce Russell, whose weekly column,
“Window on Wildlife” appeared in the
Rappahannock Record for over 60 years.
She began writing when in high school,
and continued until shortly before her
death. Joyce could discourse on all forms
of wildlife, and she explained the eagle’s
ways with the insight of a true insider.
Moving forward these last few years,
this past week one of our chickens died,
from causes unknown, and I removed
the carcass from the pen, and put it over
the fence, planning to bury it later. The

These close-up views of
an eagle over the last
several years have been
wonderful, but I question
whether the loss of habitat
with the ever-increasing
pace of development,
could be the reason why
the eagles have moved
in on humankind to the
extent that they have.
rain came, and the chicken remained on
the edge of the wheat ﬁeld about six feet
from the goat enclosure, which is next to
the chicken pen.
Saturday morning my good wife
noticed that the three goats, gander, and
all of the chickens were standing ﬁxated
on the fence. The dogs were equally as
involved, utterly fascinated in their gaze

into the ﬁeld. When she looked further,
she saw the eagle standing commandingly above the chicken’s remains. He
stayed, surveying the environs, and then
picked up the chicken, and ﬂew away displaying his massive wingspan.
Growing up in the age of DDT, I
never experienced seeing a bald eagle in
the Northern Neck. I assume the nowbanned chemical to have been responsible, but at present we have safeguards
against it, and the eagle population has
returned. Often I see one in the ﬁeld off
Good Luck Road, and at another location
in Westmoreland County.
In those settings, the eagles have kept
greater distance than last weekend’s
visitor. This time he was not in the least
abashed by the presence of the large goats
behind the fence a mere six feet away, and
he almost interacted with them. Terry and
Jeffrey Moss, who raise Pembroke Welsh
Corgis at their home in Kinsale, have told
me that when giving the puppies time in
the open area, they have to put them in
covered areas in their yard, lest an eagle
come in to snatch them.
These close-up views of an eagle over
the last several years have been wonder-

ful, but I question whether the loss of
habitat with the ever-increasing pace of
development, could be the reason why
the eagles have moved in on humankind
to the extent that they have. As their natural prey has diminished because of development, they have been forced to seek
food in closer proximity to humans and
domestic animals.
Over two centuries ago, the runnerup in the contest to become our national
symbol was Benjamin Franklin’s favorite, the wild turkey, another beneﬁciary
of the ban on DDT. At times we see over
15 turkeys gathered in the back ﬁeld,
oblivious to the presence of our animals,
but they never have ranged as close to the
yard as last Saturday’s bald eagle.
The recovery of the bald eagle and the
wild turkey has been an encouraging sign
of the importance of responsible stewardship of the environment. These animals
are objects of great beauty and grace.
That we can experience them as George
Washington and Benjamin Franklin did
in the 18th century is a great blessing.
Happily, future generations will not have
to resort to textbooks to know what they
were.
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Civil War Sesquicentennial Notes
150 Years Ago:
February 1862
First Union Victories

Do you remember?
This is the 1938 graduating class of A.T.Wright High School. Professor Albert T.Wright
is in the center of the back row.The school, located near Mt.Vernon Baptist Church in
White Stone, is no longer standing. Photo Courtesy of Lloyd Hill.“Do you remember?”
is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan McDougle

T

his week marked crossover, the midway point
of every legislative session.
The annual milestone marks
the day by which the Senate
must have completed work
on the bills ﬁled by senators, while the House needs
to have done the same on
those ﬁled by delegates.
The date is traditionally
marked by long sessions
and lengthy debates on the
ﬂoors of both houses of the
General Assembly. This
year though, those sessions
were not quite so long, with
both houses completing
their work well in advance
of assigned deadlines.
Of the nearly 700 bills
ﬁled by Senators, more than
400 were approved and sent
to the House for consideration. Remarkably though,
the Senate had already
considered and approved
77 House bills prior to the
crossover deadline. This
result is due to changes
made by the new Republican majority.
During the previous four
years under the Democratic majority, a signiﬁcant number of bills did
not emerge from the committee system. Many bills
opposed by the Democratic
leadership were never even
given a hearing. Some

were never called to be
heard by the committees to
which they were assigned,
while others were sent to
“special” subcommittees
that never met.
Republican control has
brought an end to bills
being “bottled up” and
refused a hearing in committee. Standing committees still fulﬁll their roles
as legislative clearinghouses to screen bills, but
now those bills are actually heard and voted on in
committee. It turns out the
legislative process actually
runs more smoothly when
extraordinary means are
not taken to obstruct legislation.
A range of bills dealing with every major issue
facing the Commonwealth
has been approved by the
Senate. To create jobs and
strengthen our economy,
we’ve approved measures
that provide incentives for
investment in small businesses and for the placement of major business
facilities in Virginia.
To improve the quality
of education and workforce
development, the Senate
approved legislation streamlining diploma requirements
for high school students,
making them more rigorous

and enhancing their value.
Legislation providing for
the accreditation of new
virtual schools and allowing
more partnerships between
local school boards and colleges and universities also
won approval.
Earlier this week my legislation, Senate Bill 114,
to provide a state and local
sales tax exemption for
nationally recognized Veterans Service Organizations,
passed through a House
ﬁnance subcommittee. Due
to the IRS change in their tax
status to a 501(c)(19) some
years back, organizations
such as American Legions
and Veterans of Foreign Wars
were not able to claim the tax
exemption like similar charitable organizations who have
the 501(c)(3) and 501(c)
(4) status. This exemption
would free sales tax spent
on fuel, maintenance, cleaning, ofﬁce supplies and other
items not for resale for additional community and youth
service expenditures.
This week, I also enjoyed
meeting with a large group
of Realtors visiting from
Fredericksburg and Northern Neck.
The Senate’s version of the
2012-14 biennial budget will
be unveiled and considered
next week.

In February 1862, the
Union wins its ﬁrst signiﬁcant victories of the war in
the battles of Fort Henry
and Fort Donelson in western Tennessee near the Kentucky border. The capture of
these forts opens the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers
as avenues of invasion into
the Southern heartland and
turns Brig. Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant into a new hero for
the North.
February 6: U.S. Navy
gunboats commanded by
Flag Ofﬁcer Andrew H.
Foote attack Fort Henry,
which was aleady suffering
from natural ﬂooding of the
Tennessee River. The effective naval gunﬁre and rising
waters lead to a quick Union
victory. Grant had planned
to advance ground troops at
the same time as the naval
attack, but the fort’s commander, Brig. Gen. Tilghman, surrenders to Foote
before the Army arrives.
February 14:
Foote
attacks Fort Donelson on
the Cumberland River with
his ﬂeet of four ironclads

Democrats to
discuss caucus

and two timberclads. This
time, the Confederate batteries wound Foote and inﬂict
such extensive damage to
the gunboats that the Union
is forced to withdraw after
just 90 minutes.
February 15:
Grant’s
ground forces, surrounding
Fort Donelson, battle a Confederate advance. Rather
than trying to hold the fort,
the Confederates attack in
hopes of clearing a path
of escape. After several
hours of ﬁerce ﬁghting by
both sides, the Union loses
ground and retreats. Due
to confusion and indecision among the Confederate
commanders, the Southern
troops are ordered back
inside the fort. Grant takes
advantage and launches a
surprise counterattack. He
regains lost positions and
drives the Confederates into
a desperate situation. Fort
commander, Brig. Gen.
Buckner, sees no way out
and estimates that defending the fort would result in
as high as 75% casualties.
February 16: Buckner
requests an armistice and
asks for terms of surrender.

Grant’s reply becomes one
of the most famous quotes
of the war: “No terms
except unconditional and
immediate surrender can be
accepted.” Buckner gives
up the fort with more than
12,000 troops, 48 artillery
pieces, and considerable
provisions. With this victory, Grant captures more
soldiers than all previous
American generals combined. He is promoted to
major general and his military successes that follow
will lead to his eventual
appointment as commander
of all Union Armies.
February 23: Nashville
is the ﬁrst Confederate state
capital to fall when Gen.
Johnston evacuates, surrendering this important industrial center to the Union.
The area’s rivers and railroads become vital supply
lines and Nashville is developed into a huge supply
depot for the Union Army in
the west.
This article is provided by
the Lancaster County Civil
War Sesquicentennial Committee and Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library.

The

The Lancaster County
Democratic
Committee
(LCDC) will meet Monday,
February 27, at the Bank of
Lancaster northside branch
in Kilmarnock. A social
period, with refreshments,
will start at 6:30 p.m. and
the meeting will begin at 7
p.m.
Among discussion items is
the 2012 caucus process for
the selection of delegates to
the state and national Democratic conventions, said
chairman Donna Anderson.
The focus of this discussion will be the planning of
an upcoming LCDC caucus
to nominate four delegates
and one alternate from
Lancaster County to the
First Congressional District
Convention and the State
Democratic Convention in
June in Fairfax County, said
Dawson.

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

Little League Sign-Up

Registration is held at the Lancaster
County Little League Park
in the Hayden Building
February 25th & March 3rd
9 am - 12 Noon
1st child $50 • 2 children $85 • 3 + children $100

Bring 3 current proofs of residency
and child’s birth certificate

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

I

n recent years, the public
has given increased attention to the frustrating lack of
accountability in Washington. Massive spending bills,
budget proposals keeping
this country in the red, and
partisan bickering have all
contributed to folks’ unhappiness with Congress. Washington must change the way
it does business and restore
the public trust in our democratic system. Last week, I
was proud to support several pieces of legislation that
would help restore accountability and transparency to
Congress.
On Tuesday, the House
passed H.R. 3581 to provide a
more accurate accounting of
the true cost of federal credit
programs. This would allow
Congress and citizens to have
a better idea of the real deﬁcit,
thereby leading to more transparency in the budget process
as well as the opportunity for
a more effective deﬁcit reduction strategy.
On Wednesday, H.R. 3521
passed the House by a vote
of 254-173. This legislation
would allow the president to
take certain provisions with
which he disagrees from
an appropriations bill and
submit them to Congress for

an up or down vote on their
removal from the overall bill.
This would provide Congress
with another tool for cutting
wasteful spending, while at
the same time keeping the
power of the purse in Congress’ hands, not the president’s. And while I am certainly in favor of the current
ban on earmarks in the House
of Representatives, I believe
this provision would help prevent future earmarks or other
examples of wasteful spending from being a part of the
yearly federal spending bills.
Many folks in the First District have recently demanded
action to ensure members
are treated the same way as
everyone else when it comes
to laws governing ﬁnancial
decisions, such as buying and
selling stocks.
On Thursday, I supported
the Stop Trading On Congressional Knowledge (STOCK)
Act, which passed the House
of Representatives by a vote
of 417-2. The STOCK Act
would conﬁrm within existing laws to clarify it is illegal
for members of Congress to
use nonpublic information
for their own personal proﬁt.
This bill also would establish new ﬁnancial disclosure
requirements for execu-

tive and legislative branch
employees, including members of Congress. An efﬁcient
online database would make
this information accessible to
the public. Members must be
held to the highest standards
of integrity and personal conduct, and I believe that the
STOCK Act will prevent violations of insider-trading laws
by government ofﬁcials.
Accountability and transparency have been largely
absent from political conversations, and I am committed
to restoring common-sense
principles to the actions of
Congress. Each of these bills
helps to further that goal, and
I look forward to supporting
other measures to bring ﬁscal
discipline and straightforward
sincerity to Washington.

The “Vineyard Restaurant”
at Jacey Winery
Enjoy unique dining experiences
in the center of our vineyard.
Friday & Saturday - Lunch & Dinner
Sunday - Brunch
Brunch & Dinner Reservations Recommended

(804) 580-4053
Located at 619 Train Lane, Heathsville, VA
From Route 200 in Wicomico Church take Remo Road-Rt 609 East for 2 miles.
Right on Mill Point Road and Left on Train Lane.
www.jaceyvineyards.com
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Ferry closes for repairs
by Audrey Thomasson
MERRY POINT—The Merry Point ferry was temporarily closed February 16 to make repairs to the vessel’s
pulley system, according to the Virginia Department of
Transportation.
There will be no service until repairs are made. It is
expected to reopen by the end of the week, depending on
availability of replacement parts.
The ferry transports vehicles traveling Merry Point
Road across the western branch of the Corrotoman River
to Ottoman.
The current ferry has been in service about two years,
replacing an outdated vessel which did not meet today’s
safety standards and escalating repair costs due to frequent breakdowns.
The Virginia Native Plant Society, Northern Neck

Book donation

Garden Club to accept grant
applications through May 1
Fun with dads
The Learning Center Preschool recently held a
“Donuts for Dads and Grandads” event to celebrate the
Superbowl. Marcus, 3, isn’t quite certain of the concept
of shaving as he spreads his father’s (Cedric Sanders)
entire head with shaving cream. Rachel Headley, 4, Levi
Sebra, 2, and Lucy McDaniels, 4, watch in disbelief.

The Garden Club of the
Northern Neck (GCNN)
recently announced the
availability of grants to
citizens and organizations
of Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, and Westmoreland.
The grant program was
established in 2000 to aid
projects which promote one
or more of the following
categories: beautiﬁcation,
conservation, preservation,
education, and horticulture,
said Helen Murphy.
The annually–awarded
grants are made possible by
a fundraiser which GCNN
members plan, organize,
and participate in every two
years, said Murphy.
In 2011, the GCNN
awarded two grants. The
ﬁrst recipient was Washington and Lee High School in

Montross for their project
“Eagle Victory Garden.”
The money was to be used
to create a garden at the
main entrance which will
be planted and maintained
by students in special education classes together with
students in the Ecology
Club.
The second grant went to
Westmoreland State Park
where the money was used
to restore and landscape
as a focal point the area
around the old stone fountain which was an original
feature built by the Civilian
Conservation Corps in the
1930s.
Applications will be
accepted through May 1.
Interested individuals and
organizations should call
Murphy at 472-3094 to
receive an application.

Virginia State Parks seeks
applicants for AmeriCorps

Planting season comes
early for club members
Middle School, also was
new to gardening and planting bulbs and was eager
to plant them neatly in the
ﬂower box near the ﬂag
pole, said Vose.
“When will we see the
ﬂowers?” he asked.
At the suggestion of Brent
Heath, one of the owners of
Brent and Becky’s Bulbs,
each student who participated took home three daffodil bulbs to plant in their
yards, added Vose. Each
was given written instructions on how to plant them
along with information on
the variety.
Board members Jeffrey
Wainscott and Ed Fuehrer
joined Vose to teach the students to prepare the soil and
plant the bulbs, she added.

Essential tremor support
group will meet at RW-C
The International Essential Tremor Foundation
announced March 2012 is
National Essential Tremor
Awareness Month.
Essential tremor (also
called ET) is a neurological
condition that causes shaking
of the hands, head and voice.
ET affects more than 10 million people in America, and
can appear at any age.
It is a slowly progressive disorder which is often
genetic. The tremors are usually worse with stress, anxiety and fatigue, said Steph
Jewell of Kilmarnock. While
not life-threatening, ET is a
serious and progressive condition that can signiﬁcantly
affect a person’s quality of
life.

Presently, there is no
known cure, but some drugs
can lessen or alleviate the
symptoms and there are many
ways to cope with the condition so that those affected can
lead a fairly normal life, said
Jewell. ET is often misdiagnosed as Parkinson’s disease.
Getting the proper diagnosis
for tremor is a key step in
seeking treatment. Because
ET can be treated in many
cases, it is important for
people to seek help early if
they exhibit symptoms.
The local ET support
group meets quarterly. The
next meeting will be held
from 10 a.m. to noon April
14 at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury.

Women of Good Shepherd scholarship committee
members are, from left, Pat Baltins of Callao, Bev Horn
of Cabin Point and Janice Cooper of Kinsale.

Women of Good Shepherd
seek scholarship applications
The Women of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church
in Callao recently announced
scholarships in the amount of
$750 and $500 for graduating
Northumberland High School
seniors who plan to advance
their education.
The scholarships will be
awarded based on an original essay describing how the
Christian faith has affected
the student’s life and goals, as
well as the student’s academic,
extra-curricular
achievements and ﬁnancial situation,

according to the scholarship
committee.
The scholarships may be
used for continuing education at a two- or four-year
college, an apprenticeship
program, or a business, technical, trade or nursing school.
Completed application packages are due to the committee by April 27.
Scholarship
application
forms, directions and condition packages will be available
after March 1 from guidance
counselor Dr. Brian Zobel.

Boats Clothing Toys Appliances Tools Books Electronics
Got Clutter? Moving? Downsizing?
Spring cleanup? Want tax deductions?
NO PROBLEM!!
Now accepting DONATIONS* for the

24 th Annual

Grace Church
Yard Sale & Auction
on May 5th 8am-12 Noon at YMCA Camp Kekoka
(end of Boy’s Camp Road, Rt. 3 between White Stone and Kilmarnock)

Deliver to camp any Saturday
March & April 9am-12 noon
or for Painless Pickup call 453-4485

All Proceeds Returned to Area Non-Profits
*except tires, mattresses/box springs, sofa beds

Art Cars RV’s Generators Antiques Jewelry Home Decor

wind ws
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AREA EVENTS
■ Cancer Center support group
The Cancer Center Support Group of Rappahannock
General Hospital meets from 3 to 4 p.m. the second and
fourth Thursdays in the Oncology Conference Room at the
RGH campus in Kilmarnock.
The group is co-facilitated by two registered nurses and
a pastor/counselor. Cancer patients and their caregivers are
welcome. To register, call 435-8593.

■ Gardening seminar
Northern Neck Master Gardeners will hold their annual
Gardening in the Northern Neck seminar from 8:45 a.m. to
3 p.m. March 31 at the White Stone Church of the Nazarene. The theme is Watershed to Water’s Edge and will
showcase the Integrated-Shoreline Evaluation Assistance (
I-SEA) program.
The seminar also will offer four lecture sessions, exhibitors and vendors. The fee is $25 with advance registration,
or $30 at the door. Registration forms are available at nnmg.
org, or call 580-5694.

Outdoor Furniture Entertainment Tractors Trailers

Fifteen members of the
Boys & Girls Club of the
Northern Neck recently
planted 1,200 tulip and daffodil bulbs in an effort to
learn about gardening and
beautify their clubhouse on
North Main Street in Kilmarnock.
The bulbs were donated
by Brent and Becky’s Bulbs
in Gloucester, said board
member Kathryn Vose.
Adam Wilmore had never
planted bulbs, but he looked
like a natural, preparing
the soil and taking a bulb
planter to carefully place
each one, said Vose.
“This is really fun,” said
Wilmore, a fourth-grader at
Lancaster Middle School .
Kamajh Crockett, also a
fourth-grader at Lancaster

teer programs and encouraging local involvement in
park projects, he said.
AmeriCorps is a national
service program administered through the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS).

Motors Tabletop Kitchenware Holiday Pet care

Adam Wilmore plants bulbs.

Applications for the
Virginia State Parks AmeriCorps Interpretive Project are being accepted by
the Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation. The deadline is March
31.
The summer program
provides opportunities for
selected AmeriCorps members to serve by actively
increasing public awareness of the Virginia’s natural, historical and cultural
resources, said coordinator
Gaston Rouse.
The
program
also
increases volunteerism at
parks while improving AmeriCorps members’ job skills
and leadership abilities, said
Rouse.
Applicants must be ages
17 and older. Apply at americorps.gov, or visit virginiastateparks.gov, or call
703-232-0667.
Members will be placed
in 27 state parks across
Virginia. They will receive
intensive interpretive training and develop volunteer
management, customer service and water craft skills,
he said. They will serve 675
hours between April and
September by helping park
staff develop, promote and
deliver high-quality interpretive programs for park
visitors.
Members also will focus
on expanding park volun-

Chapter, recently presented a copy of Native Ferns, Mosses
and Grasses, by William Cullina, to the Northumberland
Public Library. From left are Joan Hattersley represenintg
the chapter and library director Michelle Dotson.
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