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December 31, 2011, was a busy but fairly normal one for 
Andrea Lattell. She attended swim team practice that 

morning, enjoyed the unseasonably warm weather by sail-
ing with husband Jerry and son Jackson that afternoon, then 
went to dinner with friends and on to a New Year’s Eve party 
at the yacht club that night. 

However, the very pregnant Andrea went to bed around 
11 p.m. and at 1 a.m. her water broke. Jerry rushed her from 
their home in Irvington to Mechanicsville’s Regional Memo-
rial Hospital where little Henry Anthony Lattell was deliv-
ered six hours later by emergency Caesarean section. He was 
five weeks early and the hospital’s first baby of 2012. 

Henry was born at 5:55 a.m. January 1. He weighed 5 
pounds 5 ounces and measured 18 ¼ inches long. 

According to Andrea, Henry was the first baby of the new 
year at several hospitals in the Richmond area and possibly 
is the first baby in Lancaster County for the new year.

Nurses at Memorial Regional presented Henry a gift 
basket full of diapers, clothes and gift certificates including 
a year’s family membership to The Children’s Museum, three 
months  of Romp-N-Roll classes, four Kindermusik classes 
and six months of classes at Mom’s Treehouse. 

“His arrival [as the first baby] was a surprise since he 
wasn’t due until February 7,” said Andrea. “But we didn’t 
make the tax break.”

Henry’s maternal grandparents are Brian and Jill Lattell of 
Millenbeck and Key Biscayne, Fla. He also has two uncles 
and an aunt, John Lattell of Reedville and Will and Bibi Tur-
nage of Cartegana, Colombia.

LANCASTER—In his first month in 
office, Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham is learning the administrative 
ropes while sifting through a mountain of 
legal cases inherited from a predecessor 
who held the job for 28 years.

Cunningham is a graduate of South 
Texas College of Law in Houston. His 
professional background includes work-
ing in inter-govermental affairs, Home-
land Security, and the U.S. Inter-agency 
Drug Task Force. Prior to taking office, he 
participated with new and seasoned Com-
monwealth’s Attorneys in an orientation 
session that included best practices and 
procedures of the office and a review of 
new laws. The session was offered by the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Services Coun-
cil (CASC). 

“It was a good learning process,” he 
said.

The 53-year-old prosecutor is joined 
by Ryan Mehaffey as the new assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attorney. Mehaffey, 27, 
said he is relocating to the county with 
his wife from the Richmond area. Armed 
with an MBA and law degree, Mehaffey is 
a former U.S. Marine who deployed twice 
with a Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) 
in support of troops in the Middle East. 

Mehaffey said he applied for the Lan-
caster position after a mentor advised him 
to look at jobs in the prosecution office 
because of his preference for litigation. 

Both attorneys are finding administrative 
assistant Lynn Moubray an important part 
of their team. With 21 years of service in 
the department, her presence now extends 
into the courtroom.

“We’ve been working seven-day weeks 
and holidays to get up to speed on upcom-
ing cases,” said Cunningham. “We meet 
regularly with sheriff ’s deputies and inves-
tigators on each case and are reaching out 
to victims.” 
Transition help

Cunningham has been receiving help 
from what seems to be an unusual source—
prosecutors in neighboring counties are 

lending their expertise in his transition to 
Lancaster’s Circuit, District and Family 
courts.

“It’s a real team effort. It’s so helpful,” he 
said. “Commonwealth Attorneys from sur-
rounding areas have given ideas to improve 
the office. I’ve received such strong sup-
port...including Mike Hurd (Middlesex) 
and Jane Wrightson and Libby Trible (Nor-
thumberland). Wayne Emery (Richmond 
County) offered his assistance, too.” 

According to Wrightson, Circuit Court 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III ordered the 
transition arrangement for the month of 
January to familiarize Cunningham with 
the cases and process since he has not 
practiced in this county recently. Wright-
son joined Cunningham at the prosecutor’s 
table for the first two weeks of his term.

“It’s not unusual. Court clerks help each 
other out as well,” said Wrightson about 

the arrangement. “He’s not as familiar with 
cases as I am.” 

Wrightson said she volunteered to help 
since she’s been involved with many of 
the cases through the multi-jurisdictional 
grand jury which covers Lancaster, Nor-
thumberland and Richmond counties. She 
pledged to assist in any way possible. 
Recent action

In the courtroom, a number of cases 
were “nolle prossed”—meaning the pros-
ecution decided not to proceed with crimi-
nal charges. In other cases, charges were 
reduced from felonies to misdemeanors 
with defendants receiving suspended sen-
tences in plea agreements. 

For example, several teen-aged defen-
dants in one case pled guilty to reduced 
charges in what deputies termed a gang-
related incident last year. The prosecution 
reduced the charges from “abduction and 

felony malicious wounding by a gang” to 
“misdemeanor assault and battery” and the 
defendants agreed not to have contact with 
the victim. The teens received 12-month 
suspended sentences.

In addition, one boy was ordered to pay 
over $3,000 in restitution for damages to 
the victim’s car and another was sent to a 
juvenile detention center for 29 days and 
placed on probation until he reached the 
age of 18.

According to defense attorneys, the 
charges stemmed from a parking lot inci-
dent in which the victim’s car was allegedly 
blocked from leaving by the defendants’ 
car.

“It was some boys arguing over a girl,” 
claimed Elizabeth Hurd, attorney for one 
of the defendants. “It was resolved fairly 
for all.”

A representative from the NAACP 
agreed it was a fair result. A felony con-
viction would have resulted in these boys 
losing many of their rights, including the 
right to vote, said Lloyd Hill.

Judge Taliaferro objected to a plea 
arrangement in a case handled by Mehaffey. 
The judge declared that a 12-month sus-
pended sentence for domestic abuse was 
too lenient for a defendant who had two 
prior convictions on similar charges. The 
suggested sentence would have kicked in 
at the end of a five-year sentence the defen-
dant was currently serving. However, the 
judge accepted the defense attorney’s back-
up plan which allowed the 12 months to be 
served concurrent with the five years.

While the Commonwealth’s Attorney 
has proceeded to trial with only a couple of 
cases thus far, Cunningham said he is not 
taking shortcuts, but picking his fights.

“We’re not trying to just move things 
aside,” he said. “We’re determining which 
cases are the strongest to prosecute. We’ll 
go forward with the strong cases and get the 
fact-finders involved...for the best results.”

Cunningham stressed the importance 
of building close relationships with law 
enforcement. 

From left, Andrea Lattell, big brother Jackson and husband 
Jerry cuddle with Henry Anthony, the first baby of 2012 
born at Memorial Regional Hospital in Mechanicsville. Photo 
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Baby Lattell makes
early appearance on
New Year’s Day 2012

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

New Commonwealth’s Attorney acclimates to the position

Lancaster’s new prosecution team settles in for General District Court. From left 
are administrative assistant Lynn Moubray, assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Ryan 
Mehaffey and Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert Cunningham.

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—Rappahannock General Hospital and Bon 
Secours Virginia will conduct a public forum tonight (February 
2) regarding their affiliation agreement. The forum will begin at 
6 p.m. at the RGH Rehabilitation and Sports Medicine Center at 
43 William B. Graham Court in Kilmarnock. 

The public is invited. Representatives from RGH and Bon 
Secours will answer questions from the community regarding 
their clinical collaboration.

LANCASTER—March 6 is the 
filing deadline for candidates to 
appear on ballots in the upcom-
ing town elections on May 1. 
The voter registration office will 
remain open until 7 p.m. that day 
to accommodate filings.

In Kilmarnock, three council 
seats are up for election for regu-
lar four-year terms and one seat is 
up for the remaining two years of 
a four-year term.

Council members Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn and Mae Umphlett 
have declared their candidacy 
for another term. Members Paul 

Jones and Denis Bouslough are 
undecided. 

In White Stone, four council 
seats are up for election.  

The only council member 
declaring she will seek another 
term is Jennifer Hodges. Member 
David Jones is undecided. Scott 
Hudson and Tina Davis could not 
be reached. 

In Irvington, the office of mayor 
and three council seats are up for 
election.

Mayor Rannie Ransone has 
indicated he will seek a second 
term. Council members seeking 
another term are Gene Edmonds 
and Ed Sulick. Kathleen Pollard 

could not be reached.
Prospective candidates are 

required to submit a certificate 
of candidate qualification and 
declaration of candidacy to the 
Lancaster voter registrar’s office.  
Candidates must have lived in 
Virginia for a year immediately 
preceding the election and also 
must be residents of the town 
where the office is sought by the 
time they file for candidacy. 

Prospective candidates may 
call voter registrar Susan Jett, 
462-5277,  for candidacy forms. 

The deadline to register to 
vote in the May 1 election is 
April 9.

Prospective candidates have 
a month to file for town ballots

by Audrey Thomasson

Hospital affiliation
forum is set tonight

LANCASTER—The board of 
supervisors last week enacted an 
emergency ordinance clarifying the 
name change of the Industrial Devel-
opment Authority to the Economic 
Development Authority (EDA).

The name change was originally 
adopted by the board on May 26, 
2011; however, county attorney Dan 
Siegel of Sands Anderson PC in 
Richmond told members last week 
that the change requires clarifica-
tion.

He suggested passing an emer-

gency ordinance for 60 days in order 
for the EDA to conduct a public 
hearing February 9 for consideration 
of issuing tax free bonds.

“The emergency ordinance will 
be in effect until the board can hold 
a public hearing next month,” Siegel 
advised.

District 1 supervisor Butch Jen-
kins made the motion for the emer-
gency ordinance, which passed on a 
5-0 vote.

In other business, Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation resident 
administrator David Brown said 
reports have been completed on the 

Board re-adopts authority’s name 
change; hears departmental reports

by Audrey Thomasson request by Kilmarnock town coun-
cil for a truck bypass measure that 
would route trucks around Kilmar-
nock on Harris Road. A final deci-
sion is expected soon.

He reported bike signs will be 
installed on Irvington Road between 
Irvington and Kilmarnock. However, 
a citizen request for bike signs on 
Windmill Point Road was denied.

Dr. Daniel Lukich reported school 
divisions will be losing some federal 
funding and the hit to Lancaster is 
estimated to be about $130,000.  Lan-
caster High School teacher Cabell 
Westbrook reported on the success 
of a new school-wide discipline pro-
gram that focuses on rewarding posi-
tive behavior and resulted in disci-
pline referrals going down 35% from 
a year ago. He noted the next step 
would be to set up a “parent acad-
emy” to get parents involved.

While Westbrook said the high 
school is beginning to participate in 
community service, supervisor Jack 
Russell suggested community ser-
vice participation should be moved 
to a higher level because it is an 
important element in acceptance to 
college.

Lukich replied the decision is the 
responsibility of the school board 
“since it’s above and beyond state 
requirements.”

CUNNINGHAM, continued on page A2
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“I have an open door 
policy...with deputies 
involved in cases. Law 
enforcement has a big say in 
how to proceed.” He noted 
that deputies and investiga-
tors are “extremely excited 
about being involved now.”

His commitment to vic-
tims of crime is just as 

Cunningham
continued from page A1

important.
“Victims are a big part 

of the process. We want the 
best results. We will get the 
best determination for a just 
result in any manner that 
truly serves justice.”
Active cases

Cunningham declined 
to discuss two major cases 
expected to be heard in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court 
in the coming months.

Donald Vaughan, who 
confessed to the December 
2009 rape and sexual assault 
of two women in Kilmar-
nock, was recently extra-
dited from Maryland where 
he is serving 40 years for 
rape and attempted murder 
in Baltimore. He is cur-
rently being held in North-
ern Neck Regional Jail in 
Warsaw awaiting trail. His 
trial is scheduled for April 
19-20.

Calvin Tucker, the man 
accused in the January 2011 
rape of an elderly woman in 
Lively, is being held in Lan-
caster jail. His trial is sched-
uled for May 17-18. 

Both cases “are a high 
priority for us,” he stressed.
The future

As he moves forward in 
his new position, Cunning-
ham wants to begin work-
ing closely with neighboring 
counties and take an active 
part in cases before the multi-
jurisdictional grand jury 
established three years ago.

He stressed the importance 
of establishing and maintain-
ing a process of good and 
equal justice for all. 

“I want people to know 
they’ll get a fair shake no 
matter what their back-
ground.”

Another campaign prom-
ise he feels strongly about is 
developing a youth mentor-
ing program. He said educat-
ing students on the judicial 
system and prison as well 
as matching them with a 
mentor will have far-reaching 
effects.

“It’s about working for the 
future by changing the out-
look of children and thereby 
changing the face of crime in 
Lancaster County.”  

Working with organiza-
tions like the YMCA and 
Boys and Girls Club, he 
maintains mentoring youth is 
about “changing kids so they 
don’t commit crimes in the 
future. If we can change kids, 
we can change the future in 
Lancaster County.” 

One element of such a 
program is tapping into vol-
unteers from the military 
and older adults with real life 
experience, he said. “Some-
one who has been through 
it before can be helpful. All 
these different types can be 
helpful to diverse youth.” 

Cunningham said he is 
enthusiastic and optimistic 
about the future of Lancaster 
County.

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster County NAACP 
will conduct a voter registra-
tion drive from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. February 18 at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Kilmar-
nock.

The NAACP will be hon-
oring Dr. King by holding 
voter registration drives 
throughout the community 
in the coming months, said 
chapter president Lloyd Hill. 
So much of what Dr. King 
fought for now rest in the 
hands of elected officials.

“We must ensure that Dr. 
King’s dreams are protected, 
and not crushed in their 
palms,” said Hill. “Our com-
munity leaders must encour-
age our citizens to exercise 
their right to vote.”

In the coming months, the 
NAACP voter registration 
efforts will include door-to-
door registration, registra-
tion tables at locations and 
registration at churches.

The nation has come so far 
since Dr. King, the NAACP, 
and civil rights groups broke 

L A N C A S T E R — B i g 
spending in the November 
2011 general elections proved 
to be key to winning for can-
didates in local contested 
races for Commonwealth’s 
Attorney and sheriff.

According to contribution 
and expense reports submit-
ted by candidates to Lancaster 
voter registrar Susan Jett in 
January, some candidates 
exceeded $10,000 while the 
biggest payout was four times 
that amount.

Lancaster’s three-way race 
for Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney accounted for the highest 
totals with combined contri-

butions of nearly $65,000.
The winner was Republi-

can candidate Robert Cun-
ningham, whose party affilia-
tions paid off big and boosted 
his coffers to a final tally of 
$43,021. Cunningham won 
with 1,891 votes. 

Incumbent C. Jeffers 
Schmidt Jr. raised $6,808. 
Schmidt placed second with 
a vote count of 1,736.

Candidate Wayne Nun-
nally spent $15,000, and was 
the only candidate to refuse 
contributions. He garnered 
966 votes. 
Sheriffs’ races

The sheriff’s races in Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster 
counties also tallied big finan-

cial totals.
In Northumberland, the 

total amount spent by the two 
candidates was $29,878.

Northumberland voter 
registrar Kathy Goddard 
reported incumbent Charles 
Wilkins raised $15,885. He 
captured 2,583 votes for the 
win. His opponent, Gregory 
Keyser, raised $13,993 and 
took 1,773 votes.

Contributions in the Lan-
caster sheriff’s race totaled 
$15,515. The winner, incum-
bent Ronnie Crockett, spent 
$10,109 and captured 2,817 
votes. Opponent Melvin 
Howard reported contribu-
tions of $5,406 and received 
1,833 votes.

R I C H M O N D — T h e 
Republican Presidential Pri-
mary will be held March 6. 
The only candidates to qual-
ify for the Republican ballot 
in Virginia are Mitt Romney 
and Ron Paul. The last day to 
register to vote in the primary 
is February 13. 

According to Sue Lee, 
the State Board of Election’s 
manager of election unifor-
mity, Democrats will not 
hold a primary because only 
President Barack Obama 
qualified from the Demo-
cratic Party. 

The Republican primary 
election is open to all reg-
istered voters. The initial 
requirement by Republicans 
that voters sign a pledge to 

support the party’s choice 
in the November general 
election was dropped due to 
concern it would curtail voter 
turnout, said Lee.

Citizens may register in 
person at the local voter reg-
istrar’s office or a designated 
state voter registration agency 
such as the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, Department 
of Social Services or Depart-
ment of Health. 

Citizens must be registered 
in the precinct in which they 
live in order to be qualified to 
vote.

Those who have moved 
recently are advised to reg-
ister their change of address 
with the voter registrar.

Those who have recently 
registered and have not 
received a voter registration 

card are advised to contact 
the voter registrar’s office. 

In Lancaster, the regis-
trar’s office is on the lower 
level of the county admin-
istrative building at 8311 
Mary Ball Road in Lan-
caster Courthouse. Registrar 
Susan Jett can be reached at 
462-5277. 

In Northumberland, the 
office is in the north wing, 
lower level of the courthouse 
at 72 Monument Place in 
Heathsville. Registrar Kathy 
Goddard can be reached at 
580-4655.

Saturday, March 3, is the 
last day absentee ballots can 
be received by the registrar’s 
office. The office will be 
open March 3 from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. for voting absentee 
ballot in person.

WHITE STONE—The 
White Stone Town 
Council will discuss com-
mittee appointments when 
it meets at 7 p.m. tonight 
(February 2) at the town 
office. 

According to town man-
ager Patrick Frere, mem-
bers also will hear reports 
from the safety and patrol, 
budget and finance, and 
building and external envi-
ronment committees.

The town manager and 
police chief also will make 
reports.

H E AT H S V I L L E —
The Northumberland 
board of supervisors 
will meet at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, February 9, in the 
courts building at 39 Judi-
cial Place in Heathsville.

The board will hold 
public hearings on:

-
rization of revenue bonds 
in the estimated maxi-
mum principal rate of 
$1,120,000 to finance 
capital improvements to 
the Reedville sewer plant; 
refunding revenue bonds 
in the estimated principal 
amount of $2,210,000 to 
refund certain outstand-
ing system revenue bonds 
of the county; and an 
equipment lease financ-
ing in the estimated maxi-
mum principal amount of 
$450,000; and to finance 
capital improvements to 
the county’s E-911 emer-
gency communications 
systems. 

the zoning ordinance to 
include “tourist homes” 
as a conditional use in the 
conservation district.

Dwayne C. White to con-
struct a 34 x 32 x 14-foot 
open-sided boathouse 
alongside an existing pier 
extending from the shore-
line of Cockrell Creek at 
1808 Fleeton Road.

Roger Stepp to construct 
a 24 x 45-foot private stor-
age building on an unde-
veloped parcel in the Flee-
ton Beach subvision.

and Vivian McGraw to 
construct a 32 x 40-foot 
private storage building 
on an undeveloped parcel 
off of Hidden Point Lane 
near Harryhogan.

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster County Eco-
nomic Development 
Authority will consider 
a bond request for $9.6 
million by the Mariners’ 
Museum at 100 Museum 
Drive in Newport News.

A public hearing on the 
request will begin at 12:30 
p.m. Thursday, February 
9, at Chesapeake Bank, 
97 North Main Street in 
Kilmarnock. 

According to county 
attorney Dan Siegel of 
Sands Anderson PC, the 
museum came to Lan-
caster with a request to 
refinance bonds desig-
nated for the construction 
of an expansion to the 
museum and installation 
of exhibits. 

“Under the federal tax 
code, each county can 
issue up to $10 million in 
tax-free bonds per calen-
dar year,” Siegel said. In 
larger counties, non-prof-
its like museums often 
must seek bonds outside 
their locality because their 
county’s share is used up. 
They turn to smaller coun-
ties like Lancaster.

He noted the only dis-
advantage to Lancaster 
County, especially so early 
in the year, is the request 
would use up the county’s 
tax exempt bonds for the 
year. However, Lancaster 
officials do not foresee a 
need to issue bonds for 
any capital improvement 
projects in 2012.

“The bonds would not 
be an obligation of the 
EDA...and not a liability 
of the county. The state 
code and the bond will 
clearly state that it’s only 
a limited obligation of the 
EDA, payable solely from 
the funds of the Mariners’ 
Museum,” said Siegel.

Contribution totals led to big
spending in recent elections

by Audrey Thomasson

Primary registration deadline is Feb.13
by Audrey Thomasson

NAACP to conduct voter registration drives
down barriers in the 1960s, 
said voter registration drive 
chairman, Bill Lee. But as 
Dr. King said, “All progress 
is precarious, and the solu-
tion of one problem brings 
us face to face with another 
problem.”

That is why, in the face of 
anticipated new voter sup-
pression laws that attack 
the past achievements of the 
civil rights community, the 
NAACP is being proactive 
by ensuring our families, 
friends and neighbors all 
have access to the ballot box, 

The Agenda
Local Government News

In a recent story regard-
ing the annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. breakfast 
at Queen Esther Baptist 
Church, Keasia Smith gave 
the welcome and Jasmyn 
Tomlin read King’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech. 

said Lee.
To learn details on how 

to register to vote or to par-
ticipate in future voter reg-
istration drives, contact Hill, 
438-6713, or Lee, 435-6353.

Correction
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Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week reported 
charges against six individuals.
Felonies

Elston R. Haley, 56, of Heathsville 
was charged January 26 with two 
counts of manufacture/sale of narcot-
ics (two felonies) and (misdemeanor) 
possession of narcotics.
Misdemeanors

 A Kilmarnock area man, 36, was 
charged January 25 with contempt of 
court.

A Farnham man, 46,  was charged 
January 25 with violation of a protec-
tive order.

A Lively area man was charged 
January 26 with following too closely 
and improper passing in a Westmore-
land County case.

A Burnt Wharf Road woman, 56, 
was charged January 26 with drunk 
driving and reckless driving. 

A Farnham area woman, 32, was 
charged January 30 with issuing a bad 
check. 
Activity report

January 23:  Staff responded with 
child protective services from the 
Deptartment of Social Services to a 
child neglect complaint on Carlson 
Road. 

January 24:  Staff checked on the 
well-being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged tele-
phone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), checked 
on the well-being of a Windmill Point 
Road resident at the request of a con-
cerned out-of-town family member 
(no emergency services needed) and 
responded to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Oak Farm Road. 

January 25:  Staff checked on the 
well-being of an Arrowhead Drive 
resident at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services 
needed), responded to a larceny com-
plaint on Nuttsville Road (unfounded 
complaint), responded with the Kil-
marnock Police Department (KPD) 
to a fight call at the Lancaster Square 
shopping center (domestic distur-
bance) and responded with child pro-
tective services from the Department 
of Social Services to a child abuse 
complaint on Morattico Road. Staff 
responded to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint in the area of Corrotoman 
By The Bay and to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Thrasher Court and 
checked on the well-being of a River 
Bluff Road resident at the request of 
Rappahannock General Hospital staff 
(no emergency services needed). 

January 26:   Staff responded to 
a hunting complaint in the area of 
Pine Place, to the Shore Drive area 
on a man with a gun complaint (hom-
eowner’s complaint involved cropland 

spraying), to a shots fired complaint in 
the area of Mockingbird Lane (target 
shooting nearby), and with KPD to a 
fight call at Walmart. Staff  notified 
the Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a downed tree 
limb and large animal carcass being 
a traffic hazard near River Road and 
Belmont Drive, received a counterfeit 
money report ($20 loss), and inter-
cepted a reported drunk driver in the 
6700 block of Mary Ball Road.

January 27:  Staff discovered 
an unlocked door to a North Main 
Street business during routine late 
night building checks (no burglary 
involved), responded with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash on Christ Church Road, 
to a single-vehicle traffic crash at 
River and White Chapel roads,  to a 
suspicious person complaint on Sage 
Hill Road (legitimate person walking 

in the area), to a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash at Mary Ball and Old Salem 
roads, and to a disorderly conduct 
complaint in the 10400 block of Jessie 
duPont Highway (intoxicated subject 
was refused service at a restaurant). 

January 28 : Staff responded with 
VSP to a report of gunfire on Kathy 
Drive, to a destruction of property 
complaint on Oak Hill Road, to a shots 
fired complaint in the Palmer area, to a 
possible burglary on Middle Road (no 
criminal incident involved) and to a 
fight call in the 1000 block of Beanes 
Road (subject gone on arrival). Staff 
notified the game warden of a boater 
in distress as reported by a Western 
Branch Road resident and received a 
walk-in complaint of a verbal dispute 
that happened on North Main Street.

January 29:  Staff responded to 
the local emergency room on a report 
of an assault victim seeking medical 
care, received a walk-in complaint 
from an Irvington area resident of the 
loss of Social Security and Medicare 
cards, and responded to Johns Neck 
Road on a larceny of a cellphone and 
bank card complaint. 

January 30:  Staff responded to 
an animal control complaint on River 
Bluff Road, to a two-vehicle traffic 
crash at Mary Ball and Pinckardsville 
roads, and to an E911 disconnect call 
on Riverwood Drive (no emergency 
services needed). Staff received a 
larceny report from Pleasants Bank 
Road and a residential burglary report 
from Windjammer Lane. 

The sheriff ’s staff also conducted 19 
traffic stops, issued three summonses, 
assisted five motorists, handled eight 
calls for traffic control, investigated 
four building alarms, logged eight 
inmate transports and fielded one call 
for animal control service.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a traffic 
crash on Christ Church Road and 
another one at Mary Ball and Old 
Salem roads.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins this 
week reported charges against four 
individuals.
Felonies

Kirk Lamont Lampkin, 37, of Bur-
gess was charged January 29 with 
malicious assault of a family member.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 18, was charged 
January 23 with assault and battery of 
a family member.

A Reedville man, 52, was charged 
January 24 with driving while intoxi-
cated and reckless driving.

A Weems man, 25, was charged 
January 28 with appearing intoxicated 
in public.

Jean’s Bargain Center
Consignment Shop

 

ANNUAL STOREWIDE
1/2 OFF SALE

(FEW EXCEPTIONS)
 

Friday & Saturday, February 3 & 4
(Snow Date: February 10 &11)

Clothing, Household, Jewelry…
And Much More!!

Great Selection—Great Savings

DON’T MISS IT!
Rt.360 between Heathsville & Burgess

804-580-2850
Tell a friend, better yet, bring a friend!

We buy
gold
silver

& coins

Free estimate,
instant payment

                   www.burkesjewelers.com

©
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~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock

804-435-1302 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

HEADS UP 
HAIRWORKS

(804) 435-7507
80 North Main Street,
Kilmarnock, Virginia

10% discount on all chemical services 
and 10% off all facials

(Offer valid Feb. 1 - 29)

Celebrate our 17 th Anniversary!

Don’t Forget Your Valentine!

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery 

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER!! 
& take quality consignments! 

144 School Street 
Kilmarnock, VA  

www.virginia-antiques.com 
or Facebook for a tour of our gallery 

804-435-1207 

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks infor-
mation regarding two recent 
break-ins.

On  January 18, the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office 
took a report of a break-in at 
the  Corrottoman Thrift Shop 
on Ottoman Ferry Road. The 
building was entered by break-
ing the back door.

Also on Janurary 18, the 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office took a report of a 
break-in at the United Meth-
odist Men Auction Building 
on White Chapel Road.

Report related informa-
tion, including any suspicious 
person  or persons seen in 
the area to crime solvers  at 
462-7463.  If your information 
is useful to law enforcement, 
you could receive a reward up 
to $1,000.

CRIME
SOLVERS

Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this 
week issued an alert advising 

citizens to beware of telephone 
callers claiming to be grandchil-
dren, nieces or nephews who 
have been arrested and need bail 
money or have been in a traffic 
accident and need money to avoid 
insurance claims.

These calls are fraudulent, said 
Sheriff Crockett.  The callers, 
who use prepaid cellular tele-
phones that cannot be traced and 
that often block incoming calls, 
rely on the emotions of the victim 
who think a family member is in 
trouble. 

The callers typically say that 
$2,500 or more is needed imme-
diately, and want the victim to 
use a credit card or bank card to 
facilitate the transfer of funds 
quickly. 

Recently, one victim sent more 
than $25,000 in a similar fraud, 
said Sheriff Crockett.

Protect yourself, he said. If 
you get a call such as this, do not 
send any money, do not give out 
any credit card, bank card or bank 
account information. Instead, 
contact a trusted person for help 
to decide if the call is legitimate.

All law enforcement agencies 
across the country receive reports 
of this type of fraud on a regular 
basis, and are unable to track 
down the fraud artists to recover 
any money. 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Beware of current
phone scam, warns
Sheriff Crockett

SALUDA—As local health 
departments nationwide strive 
to protect the public from 
new and infectious diseases, 
bioterrorism, natural disas-
ters, and other public health 
threats, the National Asso-
ciation of County and City 
Health Officials (NACCHO) 
has recognized Three Rivers 
Health District for its ability 
to respond to public health 
emergencies.  

Three Rivers Health Dis-
trict met the comprehensive 
preparedness benchmarks 

required by Project Public 
Health Ready (PPHR), a part-
nership between NACCHO 
and Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC). 

“We are proud to have been 
recognized by Project Public 
Health Ready for our high 
level of preparedness,” said 
Three Rivers Health director 
Dr. David Chang. “We will 
continue to improve our abil-
ity to quickly and effectively 
respond to any public health 
crisis on the Middle Penin-
sula and Northern Neck of 

Health district earns high marks for preparedness
Virginia.”

“NACCHO commends the 
Three Rivers Health District 
for being a model of public 
health emergency prepared-
ness,” said executive director 
Robert Pestronk. “The public 
health system is making great 
strides thanks to the good 
work of leaders in local public 
health preparedness such as 
Three Rivers Health District.” 

Local health departments 
recognized by PPHR undergo 
a thorough evaluation process 
by peer review. PPHR required 
the Three Rivers Health Dis-
trict to meet expectations in 
public health preparedness in 
three key areas: preparedness 
planning; workforce compe-
tency; and demonstration of 
all-hazards readiness through 
exercises or a response to a 
real event.

The recognition confirms the 
Three Rivers Health District 
has an emergency response 
plan in place, the plan is con-

nected to other jurisdictional 
emergency response plans, 
agency staff members are 
trained, and the plan is exer-
cised and used during public 
health emergencies.  

CHAROLLOTTESVILLE—Virginia’s population growth 
outpaced the nation’s, with highly varied growth across 
localities, according to the most recent official population 
estimates for the state developed by demographers at the 
University of Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Center for Public 
Service.

Since the 2010 census, Virginia’s population grew by 1.2%, 
to 8.1 million residents as of July 1, 2011, according to the 
center’s estimates. The Commonwealth grew faster than the 
nation, which grew by less than 1% over the past year. Com-
pared to other states, Virginia posted the 13th-highest growth 
rate and the seventh-largest numerical population gain. 

Within Virginia, the largest population gains were concen-
trated in the urban centers of Northern Virginia, Richmond 
and Hampton Roads. 

“Nearly all of Virginia’s growth since 2010 occurred in 
metropolitan areas,” said demographer Rebecca Tippett, 
who prepared the estimates. “More and more Virginians are 
living in or near cities.”

Patterns of percent population change reveal a different 
picture of growth, however. While three Northern Virginia 
counties – Fairfax, Prince William and Loudon – experi-
enced both large numerical and percentage growth since 
2010, many of the fastest-growing Virginia localities were 
independent cities not part of the large urban centers. Freder-
icksburg was the fastest-growing locality between 2010 and 
2011, with a growth rate of 4.9%. Norton and Buena Vista 
also top the list. 

“In addition, in contrast with previous trends, a number 
of independent cities that lost population between 2000 and 
2010 showed some growth in 2011,” said Tippett. These 
cities include Martinsville and Danville in Southside, Hamp-
ton and Portsmouth in Hampton Roads, as well as Coving-
ton, Staunton and Petersburg. 

Conversely, 35 localities in Virginia lost population 
between 2010 and 2011. Half of these experienced natural 
decrease (more deaths than births) and net out-migration. 
The largest population losses were in counties in the South-
west and Southside regions of the state.

The Cooper Center’s population estimates are the official 
figures for the Commonwealth of Virginia. The estimates are 
based on changes since 2010 in housing stock, school enroll-
ment, births, deaths and driver’s licenses. They are used by 
state and local government agencies in revenue sharing, 
funding allocations, planning and budgeting.

State’s growth outpaces nation’s
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Register to win a FREE 4-PACK of PASSES*! 
Th e Circus will visit the Richmond Coliseum February 15-19. 

Visit the businesses below to register - each location will draw a winner.
*Passes must be redeemed at the Box Offi  ce for the best available seat at the time.

©
2011 Feld Entertainm

ent

Ringling.com

18
66

29

Tickets Start at $15!

Buy tickets at Ticketmaster.com, 
Retail Locations, Richmond Coliseum Box Office

or call 1-800-745-3000

Additional fees may apply.

 

*Excludes SM, Front Row, VIP and Club seats. No double discounts. Additional fees may apply.

Wed. FEB. 15  7:00 PM Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun.

OPENING NIGHT
TICKETS HALF PRICE!*

FEB. 16
10:30 AM

  
 7:00 PM

FEB. 17

3:00 PM
7:00 PM

FEB. 18
11:00 AM
 3:00 PM
 7:00 PM

FEB. 19
11:00 AM
 3:00 PM
 7:00 PM

Come one hour early to meet our animals and performers
at the  -  with your ticket!

Tuesday thru Saturday 10-5
72 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

nautical 
furniture Jewelry 

Scarves
and much more

50 EAST 
CHURCH

50 EAST CHURCH STREET, KILMARNOCK

ANTIQUES, COINS & COLLECTABLES

Gold is in historic highs!
We buy scrap gold & coins

We buy and sell gold 
& silver bullion

Buying Civil War, World 
War I & World War II items

Free research & appraisals

804-435-8722
Open Monday - Friday 10 am to 5 pm

Saturday 10 am to 3:30 pm

The Largest Inventory of
New & Pre-Owned Vehicles in the Northern Neck

Parts
&

Service

800-883-8901
804-493-8901

www.nncp.com

804-529-9360

SPECIAL 
$5.00 Off

• State Inspections
• Oil Changes

$10 Off • Wheel Alignments 
2 Wheel, 4 Wheel, European

C.A.R.S.
Callao Auto Repair Service

“Your Repair and Maintenance Headquarters”

Specializing in Complete Auto Care & Light Trucks 
with a Master Volvo Technician on staff!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5
255 Northumberland Hwy. • Callao, VA

www.callaoautorepairservice.com

1 coupon per visit expires 3/31/12

DAVIS 
Auto Sales, Inc., Kilmarnock, VA

(804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Clip & Save & bring in

Price good thru 1/31/2012

Oil Change Special

$29.95
Up to 5 qts. of API oil, 
filter and topoff fluids. 
Synthetic oil slightly higher.

■ Eye exams
The Northumberland County Lions Club is anxious to 

help those in the county who need support to get an eye 
exam and glasses.

Those who need help may apply at Social Services in 
Heathsville, or call Porter Kier at 529-6071.

■ Hanbury award
The Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society is 

accepting nominations for the John Paul Hanbury Award 
to recognize outstanding restoration, rehabilitation or 
renovation of a property of architectural and/or historical 
interest in the Northern Neck, completed within the last 
five years.

The deadline is March 31. Nomination forms can be 
obtained at nnvhs@live.com, nnvhs.org, or 493-1862.

■ Paint job
Painting continues on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge. 

The project, involving  the painting of 1.2 million square 
feet of structural steel is scheduled to be completed by 
November 30, according to the website for the contractor 
Atsalisbros Painting of Warren, Mich.

The center span will be painted when phase one is com-
pleted. The total cost of painting is more than $34 million. 
Old paint being removed is contained for disposal. 

JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 
—A Florida Circuit Court 
Judge has ordered that own-
ership of Ditchley, Jessie 
Ball duPont’s historic home 
in the Northern Neck, be 
transferred to the Alfred I. 
duPont Foundation in early 
2012, fulfilling the final 
wishes of Mrs. duPont as 
outlined in her last will and 
testament.

The court order termi-
nates the Ditchley Trust 
that, in accordance with 
Mrs. duPont's will, had 
managed the property since 
her death for use by certain 
family members named 
in her will, according to 
Alfred I. duPont Foundation 
spokeswoman Mary Kress 
Littlepage.

Once the transition of 
ownership is completed, 
these individuals will no 
longer benefit from use of 
the property and the Alfred 
I. duPont Foundation has 
sole discretion to use the 
property as it sees fit, she 
said.

The trustees of the Ditch-
ley Trust petitioned the 
court in early 2011 seeking 
guidance in determining 
the future of the property as 
they faced the challenge of 
trying to fulfill the obliga-
tions outlined in the will.
The will

Mrs. duPont died in 1970 
and her will was specific: 
She created the Ditchley 
Trust, whose singular pur-
pose was to maintain the 
house and properties for 
use by certain family mem-
bers she named in her will. 
These family members were 
granted the opportunity 
to use the property during 
their lifetimes.

Upon the death of the 
last of these beneficiaries, 
Mrs. duPont's will dic-
tates that the property be 
bequeathed to the Alfred I. 
duPont Foundation, a per-
petual grantmaking fund 
she established to honor her 
deceased husband. 

Mrs. duPont's will pro-
vided the Ditchley Trust 
with an endowment of 
$200,000 to support the 
maintenance and manage-
ment of the mansion and 
surrounding properties in 
the same condition as they 
existed at her death until the 
death of the last beneficiary, 
when the balance of the 
trust would be bequeathed 
to the Alfred I. duPont 
Foundation.
The plantation

The Ditchley homestead 
dates to 1647, when it was 
established by Colonel 
Richard Lee, the first of 
the Lee family in Virginia. 
An original home built on 
the property in 1687 was 
destroyed by fire. The cur-
rent home, along the banks 
of Dividing Creek, was built 
in 1765 and sold 20 years 

later to James Ball Jr.
Alhough Ditchley 

remained in the Ball family, 
the young Jessie Dew Ball 
grew up in Cressfield, 
across Dividing Creek from 
Ditchley. After she and 
Alfred duPont married, they 
purchased the Ditchley and 
surrounding properties in 
1932 for $18,000.

Following duPont's death 
in 1935, Mrs. duPont used 
the mansion as a summer 
respite and gathering place 
for her family.

The 161-acre Ditchley 
estate features a classic 
brick Georgian mansion, 
a caretaker's house and a 
cottage. Also on the prop-
erty is the Lee-Ball family 
cemetery, which includes 
the grave of Hancock Lee, 
grandson of Richard Lee. 
Recent years

In the four decades since 
Mrs. duPont's death, the 
mansion has had no per-
manent resident, though all 
of Mrs. duPont's furnish-
ings remain. A succession 
of caretakers have lived in 
secondary buildings on the 
property and handled day-
to-day maintenance. But the 
needs of the 5,576-square-
foot mansion, which is on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places, are exten-
sive.

In 1985, the trustees 
received court permission to 
sell a portion of the estate's 
property to raise additional 
funds. However, the main-
tenance costs continued to 
exceed the available income 
from the endowment.

Since 2006, the Ditchley 
trustees have explored a 
host of options for the prop-
erty. As the house has aged, 
its heating system has con-
tinued to deteriorate until, 
in fall 2010, the trustees 
were forced to declare the 
house uninhabitable.

Including taxes, insur-
ance and maintenance, the 
costs of Ditchley were rap-
idly consuming the balance 
of the endowment. It was 
estimated that funds would 
be exhausted in less than 
five years.
Legal action 

Given these myriad chal-
lenges, the trustees of the 
Ditchey Trust petitioned 
the Fourth Circuit Court in 
Florida, which has jurisdic-
tion over Mrs. duPont’s will, 
for guidance.

On December 22, 2011, 
Circuit Judge Peter Dear-
ing entered an order affirm-
ing a mediated settlement 
reached by the Ditchley 
Trust, the Alfred I. duPont 
Foundation and named 
family beneficiaries. The 
order terminates the Ditch-
ley Trust and transfers title 
to the real property to the 
Alfred I. duPont Founda-
tion on or before March 22, 
2012.

Ditchley

Court approves transfer
of Ditchley ownership

NEWS BREAK
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Love is in the air . . . 
here at the Rappahannock Record!

Ad deadline: February 6 • Published February 9

Since we Love our customers, we’re offering Free Red spot color 

for all Valentine’s Day Special ads!

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN APPLICATION BY AQUA VIRGINIA, INC., AND SYDNOR HYDRODYNAMICS, INC.,  
FOR AN INCREASE IN WATER AND SEWER RATES

CASE NO. PUE-2011-00099

On November 1, 2011, Aqua Virginia, Inc. (“Aqua Virginia”), and Sydnor Hydrodynamics, Inc. (“Sydnor”) (collectively, 
“Applicants”), filed an application with the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) for an increase in water and 
sewer rates (“Application”).  The Application was filed pursuant to Chapter 10 of Title 56 of the Code of Virginia (“Code”) 
and the Commission’s Rules Governing Utility Rate Applications and Annual Informational Filings (“Rate Case Rules”).  
On November 1, 2011, the Applicants also filed a joint petition with the Commission, docketed as Case No. PUE 2011 
00121, seeking approval of a merger of Sydnor and Aqua Virginia into one corporation, with Aqua Virginia becoming the 
sole surviving entity, and for an amendment of Aqua Virginia’s certificate of public convenience and necessity to permit 
Aqua Virginia to serve the territories currently served by the Sydnor water systems.

In the Application, the Applicants request authority to increase rates for water and sewer service to produce an increase 
in water revenues of $936,871 and in wastewater revenues of $531,908.  The proposed rate increase would constitute a 
9.9% increase in the Applicants’ water and wastewater revenues.  These amounts are based on a 10.90% common equity 
cost rate; however, the Applicants seek Commission authorization for the opportunity to earn a common equity cost rate 
of 11.85% on the common equity financed portion of Aqua Virginia’s jurisdictional rate base.  The Applicants state that 
they are seeking a rate increase because of:  (i) ongoing capital needs that must be met in order to maintain and enhance 
service to customers; (ii) continuing increases in costs and operating expenses; (iii) costs associated with compliance 
requirements for state and federal regulations; and (iv) deficient earned returns on rate base for the adjusted test year 
ended June 30, 2011.

The Applicants seek to “establish five water rate groups in order to consolidate Aqua Virginia and Sydnor rates.”  Cur-
rently, Aqua Virginia has four water rate groups, and there are multiple different water rates among Sydnor customers.  
According to the Applicants, consolidation of rates for the Sydnor systems with rates for the Aqua Virginia systems will 
produce economies of scale and foster operating and financing efficiencies that are not possible under separate man-
agement of the systems.  The Applicants further seek to reduce Aqua Virginia’s three sewer rate groups to two.  Sydnor 
currently has no wastewater customers.  The Applicants request that the increased rates become effective for service 
rendered on and after March 30, 2012, on an interim basis, and subject to refund pending a final order in this proceeding.

Interested persons are encouraged to review the Application and supporting documents for the details of these and other 
proposals.  While the total revenue that may be approved by the Commission is limited to the amount produced by the 
Company’s proposed rates, TAKE NOTICE that the Commission may approve revenues and adopt rates, fees, charges, tariff 
revisions, and terms and conditions of service that differ from those appearing in the Company’s Application and support-
ing documents and may apportion revenues among customer classes and/or design rates in a manner differing from that 
shown in the Application and supporting documents.

Coincident with the Application, the Applicants filed (i) a Motion for Waivers by which they request a partial waiver of 
Rule 20 VAC 5-201-90 (Schedule 40) of the Rate Case Rules, requiring certain cost of service studies, and (ii) a Motion of 
Petitioners for Entry of a Protective Order by which the Applicants request that the Commission enter a protective order 
setting forth the procedures by which disclosure of certain confidential information shall be handled in this proceeding.

The Commission has suspended Aqua Virginia’s proposed rates, charges, and terms and conditions of service, pursuant to 
§ 56-238 of the Code.  The Applicants may, but are not obligated to, implement proposed rates, charges, and terms and 
conditions for service rendered on and after March 30, 2012, on an interim basis, subject to refund with interest.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing that, among other things, has scheduled a public hearing to 
commence at 10:00 a.m. on June 19, 2012, in the Commission’s Second Floor Courtroom, Tyler Building, 1300 East Main 
Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, for the purpose of receiving comments from members of the public and evidence 
related to the Application.  Any person desiring to make a statement at the public hearing need only appear in the Com-
mission’s Second Floor Courtroom in the Tyler Building at the address set forth above prior to 9:45 a.m. on the day of the 
hearing and identify himself or herself to the Commission’s Bailiff.  Individuals with disabilities who require an accommo-
dation to participate in the hearing should contact the Commission at least seven (7) days before the scheduled hearing 
at 1-800-552-7945 (voice) or 1-804-371-9206 (TTD).

Copies of the Application and the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing may be obtained by submitting a written 
request to counsel for the Applicants, Anthony Gambardella, Esquire, Woods Rogers PLC, Riverfront Plaza, West Tower, 901 
East Byrd Street, Suite 1550, Richmond, Virginia 23219.  If acceptable to the requesting party, the Applicants may provide 
the documents by electronic means.  Copies of these documents also shall be available for interested persons to review 
in the Commission’s Document Control Center, located on the First Floor of the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, 
Richmond, Virginia 23219, between the hours of 8:15 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  
Interested persons may also download unofficial copies from the Commission’s website: http://www.scc.virginia.gov/case.

Any interested person may participate as a respondent in this proceeding by filing, on or before March 8, 2012, a notice 
of participation.  If not filed electronically, an original and fifteen (15) copies of the notice of participation shall be submit-
ted to Joel H. Peck, Clerk, State Corporation Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 
23218-2118.  Anyone filing a notice of participation simultaneously shall serve a copy of the notice of participation on 
counsel to the Applicants at the address set forth above.  Pursuant to Rule 5 VAC 5 20 80 B, Participation as a respondent, 
of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 5 VAC 5-20-10 et seq. (“Rules of Practice”), any notice of participa-
tion shall set forth:  (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought 
to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action.  Interested persons shall refer in all of their 
filed papers to Case No. PUE-2011-00099.  

On or before April 13, 2012, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission and serve on the Staff, the Ap-
plicants, and all other respondents any testimony and exhibits by which the respondent expects to establish its case.   If 
not filed electronically, an original and fifteen (15) copies of such testimony and exhibits shall be submitted to the Clerk of 
the Commission at the address set forth above.  In all filings, the respondent shall comply with the Commission’s Rules of 
Practice, including 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared 
testimony and exhibits.  All filings shall refer to Case No. PUE 2011 00099.

On or before June 12, 2012, any interested person may file with the Clerk of the Commission at the address set forth 
above, written comments on the Application.  On or before June 12, 2012, any interested person desiring to submit com-
ments electronically may do so by following the instructions found on the Commission’s website: http://www.scc.virginia.
gov/case.  All correspondence shall refer to Case No. PUE-2011-00099.

On or before March 8, 2012, any interested person may file an objection to the Applicants’ request for a partial waiver of 
Rule 20 VAC 5-201-90 of the Rate Case Rules to file a full jurisdictional cost of service study and a class cost of service 
study for wastewater customers.

The Commission’s Rules of Practice may be viewed at:  http://www.scc.virginia.gov/case.  A printed copy of the Rules of 
Practice may be obtained from Joel H. Peck, Clerk, State Corporation Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 
2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118.  

AQUA VIRGINIA, INC. AND SYDNOR HYDRODYNAMICS, INC.

60 Minutes. Up to 600 calories burned. Start today.
Callao Jazzercise

luv2bjazzin@yahoo.com
To learn more visit jazzercise.com/sweetheart

804-438-6636  

4265 irvington rd., irvington, va 

February Classes
“Learning to knit will enrich your life”

TAPPAHANNOCK—
Several members of the Rivah 
Quilters Guild of Kilmarnock 
recently delivered dozens of 
quilts, shawls and afghans to 
the Riverside Tappahannock 
Infusion Center.   

This special delivery was 
the result of a service proj-
ect implemented last year by 
guild president Jeanne Rose.

The idea for these “Com-
fort Quilts” came to her after 
a member of the guild, who 
received her cancer treatments 
at the Infusion Center, talked 
about feeling cold during her 
treatments, said Rose. So the 
members got busy, working 
both together and on their 
own, to stitch their hugs and 

prayers into the layers of each 
quilt or shawl.

Each new patient will be 
given one of these “Comfort 
Quilts” to help keep them 
warm as well as let them 
know that there are many 
people supporting them in 
their fight against the disease, 
said Rose.

She hopes to continue the 
“Comfort Quilts” project in 
the coming year, she said.  
With an estimate of five new 
patients each month, the need 
will continue.  

The guild meets at 10 
a.m. on second Fridays at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church in Kilmarnock. Visi-
tors are welcome.

LIVELY—Sydney Swann 
of Lively recently was elected 
president of the Upper Lan-
caster Ruritan Club for 2012. 

A retired firefighter with 
the City of Portsmouth, 
Swann has been active in 
Ruritan since 1987 and has 
held different positions over 
the years. He also is  active in 
his church.

Other officers are vice pres-
ident Judy Hammell of Lively, 
secretary David Reedy of Kil-
marnock and treasurer Ray 
Frith of Kilmarnock. Steve 
Sorensen of Morattico was 
elected to a three-year term as 
a club director. The other club 
directors are Kenny Hammell 
of Lively and Bill Clark Jr. of 
Lively.

Swann and the other new 
officers were installed at the 
club’s annual installation ban-
quet held in December at the 
Ruritan Complex near Lively.

“The Upper Lancaster 
Ruritan Club is a member of 
Ruritan National, an organi-

zation dedicated to improving 
communities and building a 
better America through fel-
lowship, goodwill, and com-
munity service,” said Swann.  
“Rurtian has more than 
33,000 members and 1,200 
clubs in 24 states.

There are other civic clubs 
that primarily concentrate on 
the urban areas; however, the 
Ruritan Club primarily con-
centrates on the rural area she 
added. 

The club sponsors a Cub 
Scout Pack and a Boy Scout 
Troop. The YMCA uses 
the swimming pool area of 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Club complex near Lively for 
youth summer activities. The 
Corrottoman Seniors hold 
monthly meetings in the club-
house. The club also make 
the clubhouse available as a 
voting precinct.

The Ruritans also sponsor 
Red Cross blood drives. The 
refurbished ball field is open 
for softball or church leagues. 

Ruritans launch year 
under new leadership

The club is involved with 
other functions as well. One 
of the most obvious is the 
displaying of American Flags 
along the main streets in 
Lively on national holidays, 
said Swann.

The clubhouse and pavilion 
are available for group func-
tions, family reunions, wed-
dings, and the like at a very 
competitive rate, he added. 

The club is always looking 
for people to help strengthen 
their community.  The only 
requirements to join are a love 
for America and a desire to 
better the community.

To attend a dinner meet-
ing and see what Ruritan is 
all about, contact Swann at 
462-5051. The club meets on 
the second Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m.

Quilters and staff members from left are Helen Sutphen, 
Carol Ryan, Rebecca Beasley, Katharine Dove, Sharon 
Smith, Bea Evans and Gale Madsen.  Jeanne Rose also 
participated in the presentation.

Guild donates quilts
to Infusion Center

REEDVILLE—Master 
Naturalists and Audubon 
members Bonnie Wilson and 
Paula Boundy recently out-
lined the Great Backyard Bird 
Count for Chesapeake Bay 
Garden Club members.

Anyone can participate in 
the 15th annual Great Back-
yard Bird Count February 17 
through 20, they said. Visit 
birdcount.org for instructions.

Cornell University, part-
nering with Audubon and 
Canada, sponsors this annual 
effort to track the numbers and 
migration patterns of North 
American Birds. In 2011, 594 
species were identified.  

“Birders of all levels from 
novice to expert are encour-
aged to participate,” said 
Boundy. 

Participants count birds for 
at least 15 minutes on one 
or more of the four days and 
report their findings to a web-
site, she said. The site contains 
regional bird lists to help with 
identification and instructions 
for how to record and report 
findings.  

Wilson shared facts regard-
ing the 10 bird species that 
were recorded on most of the 
Great Backyard Birdcount 
forms submitted  in 2011. All 
10 of these species are com-
monly seen in this area.

She also provided tips to 
members on how to distin-
guish between similar spe-
cies such as downy and hairy 
woodpeckers.

“Birds provide a feast for 
the eyes and music for our 
ears. Knowing more about 
them can also be nourishing 

Garden Club members
recruited for bird count

From left are Master 
Naturalists Bonnie Wilson 
and Paula Boundy.

for our souls,” said Wilson.
The floral design was Peek 

a Boo, a transparency design. 
Any other design was also per-
mitted. Ten members entered 
the competition.

Among any other design 
advance results, Dody Doug-
las won a blue ribbon. 

Among transparency 
design novice results, Veda 
Watts won blue; intermediate 
results, Kathie Truxall, red; 
and advance results, Joan Cle-
ments, red; Douglas, blue and 
best in show; Sharon Lemke, 
blue; Charlotte Spears, blue; 
Patsy Sylvia, red; Lorraine 
Van Wickler, red; and Barbara 
Yinger, blue.

The 36 horticulture exhibits 
were dominated by greenery. 
Ribbon winners were Lemke, 
2 blue; Sandra Ehlert, 3 blue; 
Van Wickler, 2 blue; Barbara 
Shultz, blue and best in show 
for her Prunus Mume; Wonda 
Allain, 3 blue; Clements, 4 
blue; Yinger, 2 blue; Carol 
Cole, 5 blue, red; Sylvia, red; 
Bobby Brogden, blue, 2 red; 
Lien Groenwold, 4 blue, 3 
red, 1 yellow, 1 white; and one 
novice entry by Veda Watts.

THE RECORD ONLINE      www.rrecord.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Each year I judge the severity of the 
winter by the date on which our daf-

fodils begin to bloom.
The earliest was January 20, 1989, 

as I recall after watching the inaugura-
tion of President George H. W. Bush on 
television going outside to find the mass 
of yellow flowers. This year they began 
blooming January 9, eclipsing the old 
record by 11 days.

Despite the mildness of the winter thus 
far, our chickens decided to stop laying 
eggs two weeks ago, necessitating the 
first egg purchases in over six months. 
I wonder if our friends at Tri-Star have 
noticed the increase in revenue? The 
lone banty hen, a Silky, stopped in early 
December, and now has been followed by 
the dozen Dominikers. Perhaps the glut of 
roosters has caused the girls to lose inter-
est, or could they be unhappy in the luxu-
rious new coup that we built last year?

I use the term “luxurious” without 
qualification, although I have seen it used 
in other contexts that definitely were not 
befitting of the word, specifically rental 

properties that exuded barebones, builder-
grade, construction. In the case of our 
chickens, they have an enclosed, large, 
play or exercise area, safe from predators, 
a variety of roosting places, new dining 
facilities and an enclosed nesting area. 
Despite the latter, they had chosen to lay 
their eggs in one spot on the ground, pro-
tected by the feed bin.

Another winter oddity this year has 
been the early disappearance of the dead 
leaves from the large red oak tree in the 
back yard. In a normal season it holds the 
wilted, brown leaves until March, but this 

winter almost all had fallen by the first 
of the year. Their disappearance so early 
seems strange given the absence of the 
major winds that we have experienced 
each year.

The mildness of the winter has encour-
aged honeysuckle growth, albeit quite 
minimal, but our goats have enjoyed 
every mouthful. This year our fields are in 
wheat, perhaps an unfortunate stimulant 
to the goats’ appetites, given that all they 
can do is look at the vast green carpet 
without getting a single bite of it.

The ground is particularly soft, afford-
ing the voles and moles easy underground 
passage, that is, until they meet Fluffy, 
our superb mouser. She is one of the finest 
feline detectors of unwanted vermin that 
I ever have known, and like all great pro-
fessionals she takes righteous pride in her 
work.

After patiently waiting by the open-
ing she has exposed in a mole trail, she 
pounces, nabs the victim, dispatches it, 
and then brings the fruits of her labors to 
the kitchen door for us to thank and com-

pliment her. Her  male companion, Citrus, 
is inclined more to prefer packaged and 
prepared foods. As far as cats go, he is 
basically a pacifist.

Maggie, the Welsh Corgi puppy born 
during the royal wedding last April, has 
a wonderful personality, but has proven 
difficult to train. Perhaps having been 
a singleton, she did not learn the laws 
of nature, and quite honestly, is spoiled. 
Commands mean less to her than to her 
ever-obedient mother, and she has become 
accustomed to being served. The winter 
has left her unfazed, and unaware of what 
snow, one of her mother’s favorite experi-
ences, truly is.

Winter is a time of retrenchment and 
new beginnings. The daffodils’ early, I 
do not say premature, arrival signal that 
it cannot be that bad, and today as the 
groundhog searches for his shadow, we 
can be grateful that the snow shovels have 
remained in the tool sheds, the plows in 
the garages, the power lines unhampered, 
and, most significantly, that the blossom-
ing of spring is not far away.

The ground is particularly 
soft, affording the voles 
and moles easy under-
ground passage, that is, 
until they meet Fluffy, our 
superb mouser.

Focal Point

Sunset crossing
Photo by Tom Chillemi

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject 
line Focal Point. 

Wow, is that just another 
pain in the butt, or is 
Cupid at it again?

Valentine’s Day is less 
than two weeks away.

Love is in the air and 
I’m no closer to finding a 
mate than I was last year 
this time.

I’m still on the “lose the 
weight, find a mate” track 
and the weight loss thing is 
taking longer than I antici-
pated.

Meanwhile, I thought I 
might learn the new lan-
guage of love.

Even Casanova needs 
help texting.

I’m not a texting advo-
cate. I had the clerk de-text 
my cell phone before I 
bought it. But, it doesn’t 
hurt to learn the language, 
a series of symbols and 
acronyms representing 
sound bites.

I can picture the day 
when those popular candy 
conversation hearts display 
the text code, so we best be 
prepared.

With the upcoming 
holiday in mind, I’ve deci-
phered this list of some 
of the more popular terms 
you might encounter:

AAF, as a friend.
AFAGAY, a friend as 

good as you.
AMBW, all my best 

wishes.
AML, all my love.
ATB, all the best.
AYFT, are you free 

tonight?
BF, boyfriend, or best 

friend.
BFF, best friends forever.
BFFN, best friends for 

now.
BFFTTE, best friends 

forever ‘till the end.
:-X, big kiss.
BSAAW, big smile and 

a wink.
BTWITIAILW/U, by the 

way I think I am in love 
with you.

CIBM, could it be 
magic?

CM, call me.
D&M, deep and mean-

ingful.
DF, dear friend.
DH, dear husband.
DW, dear wife.
DWPKOTL, deep wet 

passionate kiss on the lips.
4eva, forever.
4ever, forever.
4EAE, forever and ever.
FTBOMH, from the 

bottom of my heart.
FF, friends forever.
FWB, friends with ben-

efits.
FYEO, for your eyes 

only.
FYF, from you friend.
GBH, great big hug.
GF, girlfriend.
GNBLFY, got nothing 

but love for you.
H&K, hugs and kisses.
HAK, hugs and kisses.
HUGZ, hugs.
H4U, hot for you.
IHTFP, I have truly 

found paradise.
43, I love you.
1432, I love you too.
459, I love you.
831, I love you.
ILU, I love you.
ILUAAF, I love you as a 

friend.
ILY, I love you.

I<3U, I love you.
ILYSM, I love you so 

much.
IWALU, I will always 

love you.
IYQ, I like you.
:-*, kiss.
KFY, kiss for you.
K4Y, kiss for you.
KIR, keep it real.
KK, kiss, kiss.
KMUF, kiss me you fool.
KOTC, kiss on the 

cheek.
KOTL, kiss on the lips.
KWSTA, kiss with seri-

ous tongue action.
L?^, let’s hook up.
LHU, Let’s hook up.
LTR, long-term relation-

ship.
<3, love, or heart.
LOML, love of my life.
LUMTP, love you more 

than pie.
LUSM, love you so 

much.
LY, love you.
LYFE, love you forever.
LYB, love you babe.
LYKYAMY, love you, 

kiss you, already miss you.
LYL, love you lots.
LYLC, love you like 

crazy.
LYMI, love you, mean it.
LYWAMH, love you 

with all my heart.
M4C, meet for coffee.
M8, mate.
M8S, mates.
MLF, my love forever.
MTLA, my true love 

always.
MF, my friend.
MUAH, the sound of a 

kiss.
P, partner.
PDA, public display of 

affection.
PCM, please call me.
QT, cutie.
@>-->--, red rose
53X, sex.
SHMILY, see how much 

I love you.
SSC, super sexy cute.
SUAKM, shut up and 

kiss me.
SWAK, sealed with a 

kiss.
SWALBAKWS, sealed 

with a lick because a kiss 
won’t stick.

SWALK, sealed with a 
loving kiss.

TDTM, talk dirty to me.
TLC, tender loving care.
TK4Uk, thank you for 

your kindness.
TIAIL, think I am in 

love.
TM, trust me.
TOY, thinking of you.
WAFS, warm and fuzz-

ies.
WAK, what a kiss.
WUWH, wish you were 

here.
WUWHIMA, wish you 

were here in my arms.
WYWH, wish you were 

here.
XOXO, hugs and kisses.
XOXOZZZ, hugs, kisses 

and sweet dreams.
XXCC, kiss, kiss, hug, 

hug.
YLH, your loving hus-

band.
YLW, your loving wife.
Then again, when 

it comes to lovin’, we 
tend to respond more to 
actions than words...and 
nothing says I love you 
like a big box of choco-
lates.

Fiction or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 2, 1912, 

issue of the Virginia Citizen)

White Stone
Dame Rumor has it that wedding 

bells will be ringing here before long.
Little Genevieve Hubbard, who has 

been quite sick, is improving, and her 
grandmother, Mrs. L. T. Smith, who 
came down to help nurse her, has 
returned to her home in Heathsville.

Miss Pearl Hurley returned to her 
home at Urbanna last week after spend-
ing several weeks with the Misses Bel-
lows.

Miss Florance Gallagher, of Warsaw, 
arrived on Wednesday to visit Mrs. A. 
James, near here.

Irvington
Miss Lola Caple left Friday for Bal-

timore for some work.
Capt. And Mrs. Jas. Lokey are in 

Baltimore this week.

Rev. W. C. Boggs, of Urbanna, spent 
Friday night with Dr. W. J. Newbill.

Miss Lura Cannon, of Waynesville, 
N. C., is guest of Miss Pauline Long.

Purnell Saunders, of Millenbeck, 
spent Monday night at the home of 
Geo. W. Saunders.

Mrs. Tate and little grandson, of 
lower Essex, are visiting the former’s 
daughter, Mrs. H. J. Dyke.

It is now Captain Ernest Meekins, 
he having secured license for steam-
boating while in Baltimore recently.

Miss Lucy Hammonds entertained a 
number of her friends Tuesday night, it 
being her seventeenth birthday.

Rev. J. D. Hosier and F. G. New-
bill were among those attending the 
Anti-Saloon League in Richmond last 
week.

Kilmarnock
We are sorry to report Gus Eubank 

is confined to the house with a frac-

tured rib.
Mrs. H. J. Edmonds has been visit-

ing at Morattico recently.
E. C. Richardson expects to begin 

to build his new home on Enterprise 
Park soon.

W. B. Demby expects to have his 
planing mill in operation by the first 
of March.

R. H. Norris is at home for a few 
days.

Three loads of cypress logs passed 
through the village for the Davis Mills 
this morning-something unusual of 
late.

A fox hound was lost a few days ago 
and when found was down a well in 
Bluff Point.

W. B. Demby has finished moving 
Eustace Brent’s house over on the 
corner on Enterprise Park.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

The 2012 legislative session is in 
full swing. Between meetings and 
floor sessions, I am considering bills 
filed by my colleagues and advanc-
ing legislation I have introduced. 

One of my bills, HB997, passed the 
House on Tuesday. The bill requires 
local departments of social services 
to provide each applicant for public 
assistance with information regard-
ing his rights and responsibilities 
related to eligibility and continued 
receipt of public assistance. The 
applicant must sign that he under-
stands these rights and responsibili-
ties. 

Another one of my bills, HB996, 
passed committee unanimously and 
will head to a final floor vote on 
Monday. This bill creates a more 
efficient process for entrepreneurs 

seeking to start a business and create 
job opportunities for Virginians. 

A couple of important health 
bills also passed the House this 
week. HB83 will require the Board 
of Health to establish guidelines 
requiring all mammogram reports to 
include information on breast den-
sity. HB1112 eliminates the require-
ment for vaccination against human 
papillomavirus for female children. 
However, the funding shall still exist 
for such vaccination should one 
choose to have it. As a member of 
the Health, Welfare, and Institutions 
Committee, I voted in favor of both.

I supported HB73, which is work-
ing its way through the House. HB73  
requires departments of social ser-
vices to screen each VIEW program 
participant to determine whether 

probable cause exists to believe the 
participant is engaged in the use of 
illegal substances. The intent of this 
bill is to ensure that the people who 
need assistance are getting it while 
those who abuse the system are not. 
The measure should help lessen the 
tax burden on citizens as they will 
not have to pay for those who abuse 
the system.

I also supported HB74 which 
passed the House. HB 74 reduces the 
time limit for reporting suspected 
child abuse or neglect by mandated 
reporters from 72 hours to 24 hours.

In the next couple of weeks there 
will be a number of bills relating to 
Second Amendment Rights. I remain 
a strong supporter of such rights 
and look forward to voting on these 
bills. 

Civil War Sesquicentennial
150 Years Ago This Week
February 3, 1862: 

President Lincoln writes to the 
King of Siam in response to his offer 
to contribute elephants to help the 
Union cause.

King Rama IV, also known as 
Mongut, had previously sent a letter 
describing the usefulness of elephants 
in warfare, construction, and trans-
portation and suggesting the animals 
could be bred by the U.S. Govern-
ment.

Lincoln politely declines the offer 

with great diplomacy:
“I appreciate most highly Your Maj-

esty’s tender of good offices in for-
warding to this Government a stock 
from which a supply of elephants 
might be raised on our own soil. This 
Government would not hesitate to 
avail itself of so generous an offer if 
the object were one which could be 
made practically useful in the present 
condition of the United States. Our 
political jurisdiction, however, does 
not reach a latitude so low as to favor 
the multiplication of the elephant, and 

steam on land, as well as on water, 
has been our best and most efficient 
agent of transportation in internal 
commerce.” 

On an interesting historical side 
note, Rama IV is also the king who 
invited Anna Leonowens to Siam to 
teach English to his children. Their 
story was made famous in the stage 
and film musical “The King and I.”

This information is provided by the 
Lancaster County Civil War Sesqui-
centennial Committee and Mary Ball 
Washington Museum & Library.
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YOUR LETTERS

For 18 years the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic has 
provided medical care for 
the low-income and unin-
sured residents. Well over 
$50 million worth of ser-
vices have been made avail-
able to 10,000-plus residents 
– about equal to the average 
population of one of the five 
counties in the service area.

Today, the clinic pro-
vides $7.5 million in care, 
off a budget of $1.2 mil-
lion. That’s a six-fold rate 
of return, thanks to the 
hundreds of volunteers who 
help provide access to care 
to the area’s most vulnerable 
residents.

A part of our funding—
which is all by donation—
comes from the state, where 
the free clinic concept 
enjoys bipartisan support. 
Lawmakers recognize free 
clinics give access to care to 
those who otherwise don’t 
have it, and provides it more 
efficiently than other sys-
tems.

With the governor’s pro-
posed budget, however, all 
this is in jeopardy. State 
funding for the “health 
safety net,” including Vir-
ginia’s 60 free clinics, will be 
cut in half starting next year 
if the budget is approved as 
proposed. 

Already, clinics across the 
state have had to create wait-
ing lists for new patients, due 
to the demand for services 
that escalates with a deterio-
rating or stagnant economy. 
Some have stopped accept-
ing new patients altogether. 
This is entirely the wrong 
time to cut funding for one 
of the most efficient health-
delivery models anywhere.

If this cut is being pro-
posed in anticipation of 
the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA), the action is flawed 
and premature. Even if the 
ACA goes into effect in full, 
nearly 300,000 in Virginia 
still will be without health 
care, according to the gov-
ernor’s study. The ACA also 
has no provision for dental 
care.

Email or write your leg-
islators and urge them to 
retain funding for the state’s 
health safety net. This is not 
the time to dismantle some-
thing that works.

William B. Graham Jr.,
President, Northern Neck 

Free Health Clinic

Save the state’s
health safety net

I watched with interest 
the reaction of some mem-
bers of Congress to the 
obvious applause lines in 
President Obama’s State of 
the Union Speech.

It made me wonder why 
some legislators are so 
hard on President Obama 
as they sat on their hands 
with sour-puss expres-
sions. Then it brought to 
my mind the words of Fred-
erick Douglas that may be 
as true today as when he 
spoke them on September 
25, 1883.

“Though the colored 
man is no longer subject 
to barter and sale, he is 
surrounded by an adverse 
settlement which fetters 
all his movements. In his 
downward course he meets 
with no resistance, but his 
course upward is resented 
and resisted at every step of 
his progress.  If he comes in 
ignorance, rags and wretch-
edness, he conforms to the 
popular belief of his char-
acter, and in that character 
he is welcome; but if he 
shall come as a gentleman, 
a scholar and a statement, 
he is hailed as a contradic-
tion to the national faith 
concerning his race, and 
his coming is resented as 
impudence.  In one case he 
may provoke contempt and 
derision, but in the other he 
is an affront to pride and 
provokes malice.”

 Our nation got to where 
it is today with a white pres-
ident in the White House, 
beginning in 1789 with the 
election of George Wash-
ington as our first presi-
dent. It is totally unrealistic 
to think that a black presi-
dent can correct a situation 
in only 36 months that has 
been over 220 years in the 
making.  

 Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

No love shown
for presidency

Remember when political 
parties believed the econ-
omy would grow best with 
limited government, mod-
erate taxes and keeping the 
burden of regulation light? 

Remember we shared the 
belief that legislators should 

What happened
to government
by the people?

make law and judges should 
interpret it, and many of gov-
ernment’s decisions should 
be made close to the people, 
at the state or local levels, 
and not in Washington?

President Obama believes 
in political pressure to usurp 
the will of the people by 
draconian regulations and 
heavy taxes on manufactur-
ers and other job creators.

In the name of some 

ideal, the Chevrolet Volt was 
heavily subsidized and the 
Keystone XL pipeline was 
vetoed. So, whole industries 
are forced to shut down, lay 
idle or move off shore, which 
destroys opportunities for 
the many and, therefore, the 
economy.

Increasingly, tax payers 
are plundered to raise cash 
for unsustainable, reckless, 
and at times, unconstitu-

tional borrowing and spend-
ing.

Attempting to save himself 
from having to explain why 
his collectivist ideologies 
and economic policies fail, 
he blames and demonizes 
Wall Street for its “exces-
sive desire to acquire or pos-
sess more than one needs or 
deserves” (greed). 

Obviously, President 
Obama knows more about 

ridding us of greed by cen-
tralized government fiat, 
usually in the name of redis-
tributing [other’s] wealth 
for the well being of all — 
than he does about the U.S. 
Constitution and Federalist 
Papers. After all, we’re sup-
posed to be a country gov-
erned by laws, not by dicta-
tor wanna-be’s.

Matt W. Johnston, 
Morattico

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan McDougle 

The General Assembly 
session continues to move 
along quickly, as its second 
full week draws to an end. 

The deadline for submit-
ting new legislation fell 
January 20. The session will 
consider 1,977 bills and at 
least 450 resolutions.  The 
average senator filed 17 
bills, while the average del-
egate filed 13. While every 
bill does propose a change 
of some kind to the Code 
of Virginia, many of the 
changes are relatively minor 
and technical in nature, often 
requested by state agencies, 
localities and citizens.

At the end of the week, 
one of the bills I have been 
working on passed the 

Senate unanimously. 
SB117 would change 

when the state budget is 
introduced.  Currently at 
the end of the term, a gov-
ernor proposes the upcom-
ing biennial budget weeks 
before leaving office. The 
succeeding governor must 
transition into office in the 
middle of a former gover-
nor’s proposed budget and 
often does not support many 
items of the same proposed 
budget.

This long-standing budget 
practice is an inefficient 
process and my legislation 
would afford new governors 
their entire first year to care-
fully model and draft their 
budget.  With the changes 

of my legislation, the state’s 
fiscal calendar year would 
begin in the odd numbered 
year with my colleagues and 
I reviewing the full budget 
during session that year. The 
budget would be introduced 
in the proceeding even num-
bered year by the governor.   

I was pleased to meet 
with a number of constitu-
ents from my district includ-
ing members of the Virginia 
Catholic Conference from 
parts of the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula.

The General Assem-
bly ends this week with its 
quadrennial field trip to 
Williamsburg for a special 
commemorative session in 
the restored Capitol.

Do you remember?
This block of Main Street Kilmarnock shows the Farmers 
& Merchants Bank (right), an empty space where Lee’s 
Restaurant is now, and the Eubank Building further up 
the street. Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn says he’s not sure in what decade the photo was 
taken.  “Do you remember?” is a community service of 
the museum. Anyone who can date the photo is urged to 
contact the museum at 436-9100.
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Did you get a tablet
over the holidays?

Now you can download the Rappahannock Record
on your Kindle, Ipad or Android Tablet.

Subscribe here at www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp and get
access to the last 8 years of the Rappahannock Record.

No mailing delays - No ink on fi ngers - No old newspapers to recycle.

Please call 804-435-1701 to subscribe or for more information.

Irvington expands
planning board;
adopts auditor’s
recommendations

The lower Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

Rappahannock General and Bon Secours
enter into ‘clinical collaboration’ agreement

RCC Kilmarnock Center plans grand opening

Northumberland leaders re-elected; sewer funding options discussed

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

This week, I was pleased 
the House passed conserva-
tion legislation I authored 
in 2011 to increase online 
access for federal duck 
stamps, making a temporary 
program permanent to allow 
states to issue duck stamps 
electronically.

I am proud to sponsor this 
legislation to modernize the 
sales and distribution of the 
federal duck stamp program 
without burdening the tax-
payer. This is a small issue 
for many in our country, but 
a great step forward for the 
continued conservation of 
waterfowl. This program has 
been very successful, raising 
millions of dollars for con-
servation organizations that 
work toward preserving our 
natural resources for enjoy-
ment by future generations. 
I look forward to the bill’s 
consideration by the Senate.

 On Tuesday, I attended 
President Obama’s State of 
the Union address. While the 
president and I disagree on 
many policies, I was encour-
aged by his focus on preserv-
ing the American dream, a 
dream fought for by so many 
in our history, by heroes that 
gave their lives in the name 
of freedom.

I also was pleased to hear 
discussion of an “all of the 
above” approach to Ameri-
can energy production. This 
is so critical to our economy, 
with both businesses and 
families benefitting from 
lower energy costs and 
American energy jobs. I am 

hopeful the president is seri-
ous about tackling this coun-
try’s energy problems and 
promoting American energy 
independence.

However, despite the dire 
need for alternative forms 
of energy in our country, the 
administration has denied 
crucial energy projects and 
prospective areas of devel-
opment. The administration’s 
decision this past week not 
to approve the Keystone XL 
pipeline was short-sighted. I 
believe this decision is  mis-
guided and ignores the ben-
efits of the job growth in this 
area as well as the energy 
needs of Americans.

This pipeline would lead 
to the creation of thousands 
of jobs and inject billions 
of private dollars into the 
economy, all while reduc-
ing America’s reliance on oil 
from unstable regions of the 
world. Folks from across the 
political spectrum feel that 
the Keystone XL pipeline 
would benefit our nation, 
and I believe the administra-
tion must reconsider its deci-
sion that construction of the 
pipeline is not in America’s 
best interest. An “all of the 
above” energy policy must 
include reliable sources of 
fossil fuels, in addition to 
exploring alternative forms 
of energy.

 Another way to make 
a difference in developing 
a more sustainable energy 
infrastructure is to reduce 
burdensome government 
regulations in order to make 

it easier for existing com-
panies to develop this clean 
energy. A bill I introduced, 
the Advancing Offshore 
Wind Production Act (H.R. 
2173), would do just that, 
facilitating the development 
of wind energy resources off 
Virginia’s coast by stream-
lining the process of approv-
ing temporary infrastructure 
for testing and develop-
ment. By taking significant 
steps in harnessing alterna-
tive sources of energy, we 
can decrease overall energy 
costs for Americans. I urge 
you to contact my office to 
express your thoughts on 
the Keystone XL pipeline 
as well as energy policy in 
general. I’d love to hear your 
opinions.

 As the federal defi-
cit continues to rise and 
families across the nation 
struggle to pay their bills, 
Congress must pay close 
attention to what’s needed 
to get this economy moving. 
This includes developing 
an American energy policy 
that promotes the use of 
our resources right here at 
home, and ensuring that 
existing government regula-
tions aren’t hampering the 
way our private sector inno-
vates and provides services 
to Americans. As the year 
progresses, I will continue 
to support common-sense 
principles that reduce barri-
ers for businesses to create 
jobs and spur innovation 
and economic growth in our 
country.

Flipping a light switch or 
plugging in a device is second 
nature to most people, but it 
is important to keep electrical 
safety in mind—both inside 
and outside the home.

“It’s important to follow all 
safety guidelines with prod-
ucts and to seek out a certi-
fied electrician for any and all 
electrical repairs,” said Jimmy 
Maass, safety manager for 
Virginia Farm Bureau.

Before purchasing an elec-
trical item, make sure it is 
certified by the Underwriter’s 
Laboratory, indicated by a 
“UL” on the packaging.

Never use power strips 
outside and do not plug one 
power strip into another. 

“Major appliances should 
be plugged directly into a wall 
receptacle outlet,” said Maass.

Do not use any extension 
cords or appliance outside 
unless it is rated for outdoor 
use, and remember that exten-
sion cords are for temporary 
use only, he said. Consider 
having additional circuits or 
receptacles added by an elec-
trician to avoid using exten-
sion cords. Avoid placing 
extension cords across door-
ways or under carpets.

Place all lamps on a level 
surface, and use light bulbs 
that match the recommended 
wattage on the fixtures, said 
Maass. If outlets or switches 
feel warm or there are fre-
quent problems with blown 
fuses or tripped circuits or 
with flickering or dimming 
lights, call an electrician.

Use ground fault circuit 
interrupters, or GFCIs, to 
reduce the risk of shock in 
bathrooms, kitchens, garages 
and basements, he added. 
Outdoor receptacles should 
be GFCI-protected and have 
outdoor outlet covers.

Take steps to prevent electrical fires at home


