
KILMARNOCK—Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital (RGH) and Bon Secours Vir-
ginia Health System representatives enter-
tained questions ranging from maternity 
centers to employment cuts last Thursday 
at a forum addressing their recent affilia-
tion and its effect on the community.

In January, the hospitals announced an 
agreement had been reached to enhance 
clinical care and accessibility for residents 
in the RGH service area.

“I cannot see any negatives,” said RGH 
chief executive officer James M. Holmes 
Jr. “Our demographics have changed and 
our population is older. This affiliation will 
allow us to address that.”

RGH will remain an independent com-
munity-based hospital, governed by a 
board of directors made up of local com-
munity leaders. According to Bon Secours 
Memorial Regional Medical Center chief 
executive officer Michael Robinson, Bon 
Secours will play the role of adjunct pro-
vider. 

“We do understand the difficulty that is 
often faced getting medical staff and sup-
port for services,” said Robinson.

Holmes provided an example of this 
adjunct role, saying that in the past if a 
stroke patient came into the emergency 
room, they would have to wait until RGH 
found a neurologist or another hospital in 
Richmond. The new arrangement would 
provide a “tele-neurology” consult by TV 
camera and have a helicopter in air to take 
the patient to a hospital that has already 
accepted with doctor waiting.

“Minutes are critical. This will improve 

quality care and reduce risk,” said Holmes, 
also noting RGH’s goal of becoming a 
stroke-certified center.

Patients will not always have to travel 
to receive expanded services, however, as 
many will be brought to Kilmarnock. A 
cardiologist will be present at RGH three 
days a week instead of one. There also is 
the possibility of Dr. Kathryn Stout of Vir-

ginia Women’s Center coming to Kilmar-
nock for OB/GYN services.

Another new service that caught the 
attention of Northumberland County 
supervisor Tommy Tomlin is the medical 
caravan.

Robinson describes the vehicle as a 
“physician’s office on wheels” that pro-
vides everything from flu shots to diabetes 

care for underserved and hard-to-access 
areas. He says it encourages patients to get 
involved with a medical care home.

Another goal of the affiliation is to rein-
state the cardiac rehabilitation center. 

“In order to do it right, you have to have 
a physician in the same office with a car-
diac practice in order to monitor the way 
we should,” said Holmes.

Other future services being discussed 
include a new dialyses facility and 
expanded preventative care.

A maternity center or obstetrics depart-
ment are not in the plans, however. Holmes 
said that without at least 850 to 1,000 
deliveries per year, a maternity center just 
isn’t something the hospital could do. At 
the time the former RGH maternity center 
shut down, it was doing about 250 deliver-
ies, he said.

Of those deliveries, most were high risk, 
said RGH board chairman B.H. Hubbard.

“It’s about patient safety,” said Robin-
son. “There’s a long list of sub-specialties 
needed to provide the best level of care.”

When asked about the affiliation’s 
impact on RGH employment, Holmes said 
he hopes to see growth and said there is no 
intention of cutting back on staff or ser-
vices.

“The last thing the community needs 
right now is any more cuts in employment,” 
said Hubbard.

Of some 60 people who attended the 
forum, the majority expressed positive 
feelings about the agreement. 

“I’m very excited about the new relation-
ship, especially the cardiac and stroke ser-
vices,” said Lancaster chief of emergency 
services Christina Hubbard.

6 56525 10491 6

Business ...............C7-8
Calendar .................. B2
Churches ..............B6-8
Classified .............D1-4

Directory ................D7
Notices ................D5-6
Obituaries ................B7
Opinion ................A6-7

Police ........................ A3
Schools .........C6, D4-8
Sports .................. C1-3
Upcoming ....................B1-5

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Let’s all go to the Y
At www.RRecord.com, reporter Shannon Rice 
covers the grand opening of the Northumberland 
Family YMCA complex in Heathsville.
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KINSALE—Three generations 
of Cardens built Potomac Supply 
Corporation from a toy and fish 
box manufacturer to an interna-
tional operation supplying prod-
ucts such as treated lumber, fenc-
ing and decking, wood fuel pel-
lets and wooden pallets. Since the 
company opened 64 years ago the 
Cardens have considered employ-
ees part of the family, which may 
be the reason some employee ties 
go back several decades. 

But after years of recession, last 
month the 64-year-old business 
filed for protection from creditors 
under Chapter 11 bankruptcy and 
the Cardens were forced to lay off 
191 employees while they reorga-
nize.

“The company was forced to 
close temporarily because the bank 
closed the company’s line of credit,” 
said president and chief executive 
officer William T. Carden Jr. in an 
email. “This meant we were with-
out any funds to operate until our 
lawyers could file and regain the 
use of our receivables and check-
ing accounts.” 

Carden said a team of 34 
employees is currently keeping the 
business operating while the com-
pany reorganizes.

“This gives us the ability to 
continue to generate revenues and 
work...” until the reopening of 
plant divisions, he said.

Under the scaled-down opera-
tions, the company is able to 
handle orders and keep the ship-
ping department open.

“Specific machine centers are 
run as they are needed. This can 
change on a daily basis. Many of 
our orders can be shipped from 
existing inventories.” 

Potomac Supply was started 
in 1948 by Carden’s grandpar-
ents, Robert and Hazel Carden. 
By 1950, it had expanded into 
the building-supply business and 
a sawmill was added. The wood 
preservation business began in the 
1970s and by the ‘80s the company 
was manufacturing home specialty 
items.

With an eye on the future, plant 
divisions were continually updated 
or rebuilt, adding technologically 
advanced equipment which took 
the company from serving regional 
customers from Virginia to Maine 
and into the international markets 
of Italy and India. 

Additionally, the plant garnered 
several awards for environmental 
stewardship, including the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation Conser-
vation Award and a Governor’s 
Award for Environmental Excel-
lence. It was one of the first wood 
treatment plants to achieve a no 
discharge permit.

“This meant our systems and 
buildings were engineered to pro-
tect the environment and achieved 
zero release of any chemical sub-

Hundreds visit new YMCA facility
Before opening the doors Saturday to the new Northumberland Family YMCA complex in 
Heathsville, campaign chairman Betty Hall insisted the facility “will not be complete until we 
go in and bring it to life.” At her side is YMCA director Cristian Shirilla. More coverage appears 
on C1 and at RRecord.com. Photo by Shannon Rice

Advanced care for stroke, cardiac patients are goals 
of affiliation; no maternity center or job losses expected

Following the forum, Rappahannock General Hospital (RGH) chief executive officer 
Jim Holmes (right), Bon Secours Memorial Regional Medical Center chief executive 
officer Michael Robinson (center) and RGH board chairman B.H. Hubbard heard 
additional comments and questions. 

by Shannon Rice

Third generation struggles to keep family lumber business

Potomac Supply Corporation, a leading employer in the Northern Neck, is pursuing options to keep the 
company solvent and reopen at full capacity. Chief executive officer William T. Carden Jr. said options 
include new financing, private equity investment, divisional divestitures or sale of the business.

by Audrey Thomasson stances into the environment,” 
Carden reported.

Carden and his cousin, Stacey 
Carden, are the only members of 
the third generation to be active at 
the plant.

“My father, William T. Carden 

Sr., and uncle, Herb Carden, can 
still be found about the plant at 
various times and are always able 
to lend experience to the chal-
lenges of the day, although they are 
technically retired,” he added.

“My father always referred to 

our employees as our ‘family of 
employees.’” He noted longtime 
members Herbert Brooks and 
Larry Carey with over 40 years 
of service and Rich Gouldin, Cliff 

KILMARNOCK—Town finances finished strong in the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 201l, according to an audit report recently released by 
the accounting firm of Robinson, Farmer and Cox Associates.

The town finished the fiscal year with general fund revenue total-
ing $4.023 million and expenditures of $2.66 million for a net asset 
increase of $1.36 million. As a result, the town’s reserves increased to 
$9.858 million, up from $8.494 million a year ago.

The meals tax was the strongest revenue producer, bringing in 
$533,624, up $18,624 over a projected $515,000. 

Business license taxes also finished strong at $295,878, up $40,878 
over a projected $255,000. 

Council’s vote in June to decrease the business tax up to 40% in 
some categories will not show up until the end of the current fiscal 
year and is expected to have a negative $50,000 impact, according to 
vice mayor William Smith, chairman of the finance and administra-
tion committee.

An unexpected increase in bank stock taxes brought the final total 
to $228,074, up $53,074 over projections of $175,000. Cigarette taxes 
also came in over budget at $123,253, up $13,253 over a projected 
$110,000.

Two revenue sources were slightly below budget projections. Local 
sales tax receipts totaled $149,091, down $909, and hotel and motel 
room taxes totaled $111,080, off $3,920. 

Kilmarnock added over
$1.3 million to its reserves
last year, according to audit

by Audrey Thomasson

POTOMAC, continued on page A2
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Mullin and Ann Swann, each 
with over 30 years.

Carden would not confirm 
reports that the company owes 
as much as $17.3 million to 
the bank and $4.8 million to 
20 creditors.

“There is bank debt and 
unsecured trade creditor debt,” 
he noted. “The amounts can 
change until all final amounts 
are received.”  

While he confirmed a 
number of parties have indi-
cated interest in purchasing 
the company, Carden would 
only say they are evaluat-

ing proposals for investment 
banking representation in 
order to manage that process.

But Carden is not giving 
up. He said the restructuring 
is moving forward so that 
Potomac can resume all of its 
operations. “Staff is working 
with consultants and lawyers 
to make the best possible plan 
to insure that Potomac is able 
to succeed for the future.”

Chief operations officer 
Richard Gouldin Jr. echoed 
his resolve: “It’s been trying, 
but we’re going to get through 
this.”

The names of Henry Lat-
tell’s maternal grandparents, 
Ed and Lanny Turnage of 
Ashland, were omitted from 
an article in the February 2 
paper. His paternal grandpar-
ents are Brian and Jill Latell 
of Millenbeck and Key Bis-
cayne, Fla. Henry Lattell is 
the son of Andrea and Jerry 
Lattell of Irvington and was 
the first baby born in 2012 
at Regional Memorial Hos-
pital in Mechanicsville. 

LANCASTER—County officials received top marks last 
week in an independent audit of financial activity during 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2011.  

The report, released January 26 by Robinson, Farmer, 
Cox Associates (RFC) of Richmond, showed the county fin-
ished the fiscal year with general fund revenues of $22.875 
million and expenditures of $26.9 million. With a trans-
fer of $3.9 million in funds for capital projects, including 
construction of the Judicial Center, revenue and transfers 
still fell short of expenditures by $101,643. As a result, the 
county’s unreserved fund balance ended the year at $4.599 
million, down from $4.7 million a year ago.

Paul Lee of RFC credited the county’s 99% tax collec-
tion rate as the reason the county will continue to remain 
in good shape. 

Additionally, he praised assistant county administrator 
Jack Larson’s efficiency in administering and reporting the 
budget, saying, “It really is a pleasure getting this thing 
together.” 

Revenue from property taxes was nearly on target, up 
$35,997 and over budget at $14.596 million. Local sales 
taxes came in $288,096 over projections at $1.854 mil-
lion.

WHITE STONE—Mayor 
Lloyd B. Hubbard last week 
appointed committee chair-
men for the 2012 calendar 
year and established a new 
subcommittee for taxation 
and licensing and a commit-
tee for personnel and human 
resources.

A subcommittee of the 
budget and finance commit-
tee, the taxation subcommit-
tee will include town manager 
Patrick Frere and town attor-
ney Matson Terry. The sub-
committee will address issues 
regarding the town’s new ciga-
rette tax, which will take effect 
April 1. 

Hubbard appointed Randy 
Reeves chairman of the safety 
and patrol committee, coun-
cilman David Jones, chair-
man of building and external 
environment, and councilman 
Irving Brittingham, chairman 
of special assignments. 

Reeves suggested the need 
for a committee in charge 
of personnel and human 
resources. By consensus, 
council agreed and member 
Joe Sliakis was appointed 
chairman. 

Council member Jennifer 
Hodges will serve on both 
the building and grounds and 
human resources committees. 

WHITE STONE—
Because of budget constraints, 
there’s “no foreseeable work 
for White Stone in the next 
year,” Luther Ghorley, Aqua 
Virginia’s area manager, told 
the town council last Thurs-
day. 

According to Ghorley, once 
the current construction on 

HEATHSVILLE—Nor-
thumberland school superin-
tendent Clint Stables on Janu-
ary 23 hosted a brief work 
session regarding the 2012-13 
school budget.

Stables explained the school 
board will need to increase the 
amount it puts in the budget 
for fuel oil. He anticipates 
a 10% increase in fuel cost 
amounting to approximately 
$85,000.

“Increases in energy costs 
are based on projections 
of an improving economy 

which will lead to increased 
consumption of oil and other 
fuels which will drive up these 
costs for all,” said Stables.

Other cost increases men-
tioned include a step increase 
for staff costing approximately 
$200,000 and an anticipated 
8% increase in the Virginia 
Retirement System contribu-
tion totaling approximately 
$880,000.

On the revenue side, the 
county expects a $177,000 
reduction in federal stimulus 
funds and a $227,000 reduc-
tion in state funding based on 
the division’s current enroll-

Grand prize winner
Joe Hudnall of Kilmarnock won the $10,000 grand prize 
in the recent Lancaster Community Library Lottery. 
Presenting the check is library director Lindsy Gardner.

Addendum

County finances
earn high marks

by Audrey Thomasson

Utility representative responds to concerns
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Mayor appoints committee chairmen
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Shady Lane is completed, the 
town shouldn’t expect any 
more upgrades or improve-
ments to its water system until 
at least 2013. 

Council had directed town 
manager Patrick Frere last 
month to request an Aqua 
representative attend a meet-
ing for a question-and-answer 
by council members. Ghorley 
and Brent Hutchinson were 
available last minute to attend 
the February 2 meeting, 
according to Frere.

Council’s major concerns 
were water pressure, water 
taste, any projected upgrades 
and a proposed 9.9% rate 
increase that Aqua announced 
last week. 

Plans are to consolidate 
Aqua Virginia’s and Sydnor 
Hydrodynamics’ rates to 
establish five water rate 
groups. The across-the-board 
water and sewer rate increase 
would allow Aqua to make 
improvements and better 

serve customers, said Ghor-
ley. For instance, raising rates 
in larger areas would help the 
company to make improve-
ments to smaller customer 
bases. 

The  increase is expected to 
take effect March 30.

Council member and vol-
unteer fireman Randy Reeves 
told Ghorley he was “very 
concerned about the water 
pressure.” He lives on Saw-
mill Road next to a new well 
and his pressure has been 
down for over two months. 

“If we had a major fire, we 
wouldn’t be able to refill our 
trucks [fast enough],” said 
Reeves. 

Ghorley said he was 
unaware of any water pressure 
problems and perhaps Aqua 
could investigate increasing 
the size of the booster pumps. 

Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard 
reiterated Reeves’s concern, 
saying White Stone’s fire 
trucks would have to refill in 

Kilmarnock in a major fire 
and “that’s not serving our 
people well.”

According to Hutchinson, 
work on the Shady Lane 
project should be completed 
within a month and the laying 
of a new larger line should 
improve household water 
pressure for residents in that 
area and down Beach Road. 

Hubbard also questioned 
Ghorley on the function of the 
town’s generator and voiced 
concern about it not work-
ing properly during last fall’s 
outages from tropical weather 
systems. 

“I want to make sure our 
gift to you is paying off for the 
citizens,” said Hubbard. 

Ghorley assured council 
the generator is being ser-
viced regularly and is now 
working properly. 

“Communication is key 
to us,” said Hubbard. “We’re 
here to help you to help our 
citizens.”

The mayor instructed com-
mittee chairmen to recruit 
council members and citi-
zens to serve on their respec-
tive committees and report to 
council next month. 
Dinner time

Council also voted unani-
mously, 5-0, to hold an appre-
ciation dinner for current and 
former council members 
and mayors. Reeves made 
the suggestion, saying coun-
cil once held annual dinners 
but hasn’t had one for eight 
years.

Council directed Frere to 
solicit bids for the dinner from 
White Stone area restaurants. 
Voting to have the dinner were 
Reeves, Jones, Hodges, Brit-
tingham and Sliakis. Mem-
bers Tina Davis and Scott 
Hudson were absent. 

According to Frere, Hudson, 
who recently moved to the 
Fredericksburg area for a new 
job, was en route to the meet-
ing when he was called back 
to work. Hudson told Frere 
he is consulting with a lawyer 
about whether to resign from 
council or stay onboard until 
his term expires. Hudson’s is 
one of four seats up for elec-
tion in May. 

Other seats up for election 
are those held by Hodges, 
Davis and Jones. Hodges 
said she will seek re-election. 
Jones is undecided. 

Frere distributed a letter 
from resident William Hub-
bard which stated he would be 
interested in filling a vacant 
seat if one becomes avail-
able. Hubbard lives on Beach 
Road.

Potomac Supply
continued from page 1

School superintendent outlines budget concerns for 2012-13
ment.

“The one fact that appears 
certain is that it will again be 
a very difficult budget year 
for the school division,” said 
Stables.

While the board is not rec-
ommending moving back to 
a more traditional calendar, 
they did estimate that chang-
ing back to a 180-day calen-

dar would cost approximately 
$275,000 after factoring 
in costs for transportation, 
extending contracts, and build-
ing operational expenses.

The board will accept 
input from the public during 
its regular meeting at 6 p.m. 
Monday, February 13, at the 
school board office in Lotts-
burg.

by Shannon Rice
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Wine Specials & Gift Certifi cates 
Available

Friday, February 17
Acoustical Sounds by

Ron Courtney & Dave Dunville 

– RIVER ROCK – 

Sunday Brunch
February 19, 2012

WINE & CHEESE COMPANY

Join us for Valentine’s Day
Reservations accepted

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783  

Anniversary Blowout!
Celebrating 1 Year in Business!

Your Choice $999
Includes Headboard,
Dresser, Mirror, Chest and
get the mattress set for free!
A $399 VALUE

(some restrictions may apply)

Your choice $399
5-piece Dining
Room Sets
(some restrictions may apply)

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm Sunday 12noon - 5pm

(804) 769-9910
7283 Richmond-Tappahannock Hwy ylett,

Email: LaCasaFurnitureInc@yahoo.com
WE BEAT OUR COMPETITORS’ PRICES!

68 South Main St – Kilmarnock

WWW.SPECIALSLTD.COMS pecials

Just in Time for Valentine’s Day

Save 50% off Entire Stock 
Trollbeads Rings

reg: $62-$272 now $31-$136
Also, don’t forget to check out our
Trollbeads Trunk Show 2/10-2/14

FREE Trollbead with the purchase of 3
FREE silver bracelet with the purchase of a decorative clasp

Save $50 on any two-tone bead (over $250)
Save $100 on any gold bead (over $500)

New Spring Release Beads 
Available Now

Newly Retired Beads in Stock

Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30
 Sunday 11:00-3:00

804-435-8758

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against 14 individuals.
Felonies

Tyrel M. Dorrough, 29, of 
Newport News was charged 
January 30 on a direct 
indictment with two counts 
of forgery/uttering.

Jonathan R. Merrill, 23, 
of the 3300 block of White 
Chapel Road was charged 
January 30 on a direct 
indictment with felonious 
assault on a law enforce-
ment officer.  

 Jeremy D. Waddy, 23, 
of Christ Church Road was 
charged January 31 with 
two counts of conspiracy to 
commit grand larceny and 
two counts of conspiracy to 
commit a felony.

Erica W. Jones, 26, 
of Mary Ball Road was 
charged February 1 on 
a Northumberland war-
rant with felonious threats 
of death/bodily injury by 
letter.

Lewis T. Rice Jr., 37, and 
Quanika S. Fisher, 25, both 
of Callao, were charged 
February 5 on direct indict-
ments with grand larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Carlson Road man, 
50, was charged February 1 
with petit larceny.

A Crawfords Corner 
Road man, 64, was charged 
February 1 with brandish-
ing a firearm.

A White Hall Road 
woman, 27, was charged 
February 3 with contempt 
of court.

A Ditchley Road man, 30, 
was charged February 3 with 
failure to appear in court.

A Chesapeake Drive man, 
33, was charged February 3 
with driving suspended.

A Gaines Road man, 27, 
was charged February 3 
with trespassing.  

A Woods Drive man, 44, 
was charged February 6 
with failure to comply with 
a court order.

A Weems woman, 48, was 
charged February 6 with 
destruction of property. 

Activity report
January 30: Staff con-

tacted the water utility com-
pany on a report of a water 
leak on Chesapeake Drive. 

January 31:   Staff 
received a burglary report 
from the 7800 block of 
River Road (62” Toshiba flat 
screen TV, stereo receiver, 
drill, chop saw, chain saw, 
miscellaneous tools, .38 
revolver, .22 pistol, .357 
revolver, damage to prop-
erty; $1,610 loss) and 
received a license plate 
found by a motorist (regis-
tered owner was contacted 
to reclaim the tag). Staff 
responded to a loitering/
suspicious persons com-
plaint at the Lancaster Post 
Office, with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department 
(KPD) to a loitering and 
noise violation complaint 
on East Church Street, to 
a possible domestic distur-

bance in the 8900 block of 
River Road as reported by 
Middlesex authorities (no 
domestic disturbance; child 
playing with cellphone) and 
to a domestic disturbance 
(husband/wife) on Shore 
Drive. 

February 1:  Staff 
destroyed an injured game 
animal in the area of Riv-
erview Lane and responded 
to Butter Road on a man 
with a gun complaint (arrest 
reported above). 

February 2:  Staff 
received a larceny report 
from the 8800 block of River 
Road (PVC pipe; $100 loss) 
and responded to a suspi-
cious person complaint on 
Gaskins Road, to a trespass/
civil complaint in the 10200 
block of Mary Ball Road, to 
a stalking complaint in the 
300 block of Johns Neck 
Road and to an assault call 
on Christ Church Road 
(intoxicated subject, no 
assault involved). 

February 3:  Staff 
received a destruction of 
property report from a 
Windmill Point Road resi-
dent (car window; $150 
loss) and staged at the 
Chinns Mill area to assist 
Essex and Richmond 
County authorities involved 
in a vehicle and foot pur-
suit in the area of Farnham 
Church. Staff responded to 
a curse and abuse/obscene 
telephone calls complaint 
on Hayden Lane, to a sus-
picious vehicle complaint 
in the area of Beach Creek 
Road, to a convenience 
store in the 8600 block of 
Mary Ball Road when an 
unknown female asked the 
clerk to call 911 (subject 
was gone on arrival) and to 
a noise violation complaint 
on Brent Court. 

February 4: Staff 
responded with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to mixed 
reports of a single-vehicle 
traffic crash near the Lively 
Ruritan Center as well as 
near White Chapel and 
River roads, and River and 
Rocky Neck roads (traf-
fic crash near the Ruritan 
Center only), to an E911 
disconnect call/domes-
tic disturbance in the 800 
block of Nuttsville Road, 
and to a hit-and-run com-
plaint in White Stone (no 
criminal incident involved). 
Staff destroyed an injured 
game animal in the 9800 
block of River Road and 
received a larceny report 
from an Oak Hill Road resi-
dent (Sig Sauer P238 .380 
pistol; $450 loss).    Febru-
ary 5: Staff responded to an 
animal control complaint 
on Foxhill Drive, to assist 
Middlesex authorities with 
a large crowd complaint at a 
Hartfield convenience store, 
to a suspicious/trespassing 
vehicle complaint in the 
300 block of Carlson Road, 
to the local emergency 
room on a report of an 
assault victim seeking med-
ical care (incident occurred 
at the Hartfield convenience 

WARSAW—The Veterans 
Administration’s National 
Salute to Veteran Patients 
Week will be held February 
6 to 10.

One of the purposes of 
the program is to increase 
awareness of issues facing 
injured Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans and their families, 
said Guy Packett of VFW 
Auxiliary 7167. Citizens are 
urged to visit hospitalized 
veterans, and to consider 
becoming a VA volunteer.

At 7 p.m. February 9, 
there will be a free “Valen-
tines for Veterans Concert” 
featuring Aaron Tippin at 
the Salem Civic Center. 
Ten reserved free tickets 
are available for veterans 
and their families and are 
available until February 9. 
To support the concert or 
inquire about the free tick-
ets, call 540-855-5096, or 
1-888-982-2463, extension 
5096 or visit salem.va.gov/
pressreleases/4vconcert.
asp.

The Northern Neck 
VFW Auxiliary 7167 has 
contacted Essex and Rich-
mond County Elementary 
Art teachers about making 
valentines for veterans at 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
store; victim declined to 
prosecute), to a shots fired 
complaint in the area of 
Little Branch Road, to a 
suspicious vehicle/trespass 
complaint in the 1400 block 
of Mosquito Point Road and 
to a shots fired complaint in 
the 100 block of Windmill 
Point Road. Staff received 
a trespass/destruction of 
property complaint from 
the 8100 block of Mary Ball 
Road (damage to structure; 
$400 loss), received a lar-
ceny report from Hickory 
Hill Lane, and destroyed 
an injured game animal on 
West Point Road.   

February 6:   Staff 
responded with VSP to a 
single-vehicle traffic crash 
on the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Bridge (icy road), to an 
animal control complaint 
in the area of the Mollusk 
post office and to a domestic 
disturbance (subjects have a 
child in common) on Kathy 
Drive. Staff received a lar-
ceny report from a Hickory 
Hill Lane resident (Sig 
Sauer P238 .380 piostol, 
man’s and woman’s wedding 
bands, 1 ct. emerald cut ring 
with sapphire and diamonds, 
gold and diamond ring, 6 
silver oyster spoons, 7 salad 
forks, 6 dinner forks, 3 butter 
knives, 6 dinner knives, 
Swarovski crystal bracelet; 
$7,858 loss) and a larceny 
report from a Sumers Lane 
resident (Gorham St. Cloud 
silver stemware; $4,250 
loss). 

February 7:  Staff 
checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program par-
ticipant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not 
be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed) and responded 
with Emergency Medical 
Services to a medication 
overdose incident in the 
1200 block of Weems Road.

Staff also conducted 10 
traffic stops, issued three 
summonses, assisted six 
motorists, reported five deer 
strikes, handled seven calls 
for traffic control, investi-
gated five building alarms, 
processed two mental health 
orders, logged four inmate 
transports and fielded one 
call for animal control ser-
vice.
 Fire calls

The White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm on 

Taft Beach Road and a brush 
fire on Gaskins Road.

The Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to a fire call on 
Remo Road.

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a fire alarm 
in the 8600 block of Mary 
Ball Road, to a fire/smoke 
report in the 3100 block of 
White Chapel Road, with 
the Department of Forestry 
to a brush fire on Regina 
Road and to assist EMS 
with a med-evac call on 
Nuttsville Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 11 
individuals.
Felonies

Christopher Boraschella, 
28, of Montross was 
charged January 31 on a 
grand jury indictment with 
robbery.

Terrie Jean Brann, 38, 
of Heathsville was charged 
January 31 on a grand jury 
indictment with robbery.

Christopher J. Blair, 38, 
of Warsaw was charged 
January 31 on a grand jury 
indictment with robbery.

Erica Wiggins Jones, 26, 
of Lancaster was charged 
February 1 with making a 
threat to kill or do bodily 
harm in writing.

Lewis Thornton Rice Jr., 
37, of Callao was charged 
February 5 on a grand jury 
indictment with grand lar-
ceny.
Misdemeanors

A Farnham man, 51, was 
charged January 28 with 
driving while intoxicated.

A Farnham man, 51, was 
charged January 31 with 
telephone harassment.

A Burgess man, 25, was 
charged February 1 with 
driving after his license 
was suspended.

A Kilmarnock man, 50, 
was charged February 3 on 
a Lancaster County war-
rant with failure to appear 
in the General District 
Court.

A Heathsville man, 45, 
was charged February 4 
with appearing intoxicated 
in public.

A Warsaw man, 22, was 
charged February 5 with 
driving while his license 
was suspended.

Auxiliary pursues
awareness activities

McGuire VA Hospital, she 
said. The auxiliary also is 
making gift bags with per-
sonal items for Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans in the 
trauma unit. 

To volunteer or join the 
auxiliary, call Packett at 
333-3918.
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rappflorist@verizon.net
P.O. Box 149 l 3443 irvington road l irvington, va 

We design for you!

Ladies–don’t forget
the one you love

this Valentine’s Day.
He will be the talk of the office!

FLORIST

rappflorist@verizon.net
P.O. Box 149 l 3443 irvington road l irvington, va 

We design for you!

Stop by and order the prettiest, most romantic 
arrangement for the one you love and receive 10% off.

FLORIST

Men’s Day
February 10 & 11

at

est. 1982

Sandpiper Restaurant
Because we LOVE our customers,

Sandpiper will be 
serving a special 

Valentine’s Dinner February 14!
featuring Sweet Red Pepper Soup with Crab, 

Lobster Tail & Filet Mignon, 
Homemade desserts and MUCH MORE!

Please call for more information.

804.435.6176

Treat your sweetheart to an amazing 
Italian experience this 

Valentine’s Day 
Tuesday, February 14th

 Reservations Required

First Course:
Roasted Red Bell Pepper and Smoked Gouda 
Bisque or Homemade ITALIAN Wedding Soup

Second Course:
Sliced roma tomatoes with fresh mozzarella 

served with basil, olive oil & balsamic 
drizzle or baby arugula, granny smith 

apple & pomegranate with a lemon citronette

Third Course:
Stuffed Pork Loin

Portobella and roasted Red Pepper stuffed 
Pork loin with broccoli and garlic 

mashed potatoes
Chicken Rollatini

Chicken paillard stuffed and rolled with 
capicola and asiago cheese with potato gnocchi

Vegetable Lasagna
Layered roasted vegetables with ricotta 

and parmesan cheeses served with a tomato 
coulis. 

Beef Tenderloin
Sliced, marinated beef tenderloin with 
red wine risotto w/ radicchio, asiago and 

roasted asparagus.
Fourth Course:

Homemade chocolate mousse with fresh 
raspberries or Tiramisu Cake 

with cappuccino gelato

Wine Selections:
Pinot Grigio

Chianti or Prosecco
$8500 per couple

804.435.2300 • 606 Chesapeake Dr.
WhiteStoneEventCenter.com

a sinful martini bar & restaurant

Enjoy Valentine’s Day Weekend 
with your Special Someone
At Windows on the Water 

@ Yankee Point Marina,
Overlooking Myer Creek  -  February 11, 2012
Enjoy a four course romantic dinner, complete with

Flowers, Champagne, Candlelit tables, 
Fireplace & Chocolate!

Sample Menu:
Oysters Rockefeller

Cream of Vidalia Onion Soup
Beef Wellington w/Roasted Baby Red Potatoes

Roasted Asparagus
Chocolate Intemperance

Assorted Homemade Truffles

Enjoy this wonderful dinner 
for $75.00 per couple.

Make your reservations early 
Open from 5:00 to 9:00 pm

February 11, 2012
462-7635 or 462-7018

1303 Oak Hill Rd., Lancaster, VA 22503

Make this Valentine’s Day the One to Remember
Please join us for a Special Valentine’s Dinner at

The New Steamboat 
Restaurant

New Management, New Menu, 
New Team!

Tuesday, February 14
Dinner served 5–9 p.m.

Valentine’s Menu

Soups – Shitake Crab Corn Chowder OR She Crab

Appetiz ers – Seared Tuna crusted with Black and White 
Sesame Seeds served with Tatiki Sauce and Wasabi.
– Grilled Eggplant Rollatine stuffed with Three 
Cheeses, Basil, Pine Nuts and Crab Meat baked with 
Plum Tomato Sauce.

House Salad

Entrées  – Grilled Rockfish with Shrimp, Scal-
lops and Baby Clams served over Risotto.
– 12 oz. Prime Rib with Shitake Mushrooms 
and sauteed Jumbo Lump Crab Meat, Horse-
radish-Basil Sauce and Twice Baked Potato.
– Homemade Lobster Ravioli with Vodka Tomato-
Basil Cream Sauce and Asparagus.

Desserts  – Red Velvet Cake, White Chocolate & Cherrie 
Mousse or Pineapple Upsidedown Cheese Cake. 
All desserts are made fresh by our pastry chef.

Also serving . . . Strawberry Champagne!

Open for Dinner Valentine’s Weekend 
Serving Special Valentine’s menu

Piankatank River Golf Club
The Steamboat Restaurant

Call (804) 776-6589, ext. 2 
to make your reservation today!

“Wine & Dine”
Your Valentine

Wine Tasting  
Friday, February 10, 5–7 p.m.

Oysters ♥ Lobster Tails ♥ Scallops
King Crab Legs ♥ Shrimp

An Array of Wines & Champagne

Gourmet & Specialty Foods

- Sweetheart Baskets -

Winter Hours
Tuesday – Saturday 9 – 6 p.m.

Deltaville  ♥  (804) 776-9740

  

Happy 

Valentine’s 

Day!

Have you seen your dentist lately? 
Make an appointment 

before you kiss your sweetheart!

Advanced Cosmetic and General Dentistry, Digital 

Imaging, Implants, Full and Partial Dentures.

Accepting New Patients
Monday – Thursday, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Eric N. Miller D.D.S.

®
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Jim’s Cabinet Creations 
started business in 1984 
as Jim’s Custom Cabinets, 
company owner Jim Fel-
thouse told the Northern 
Neck Rotary Club at a recent 
meeting. 

“We started as the first cab-
inet maker in the area to use 
computer drawings to create 
custom built cabinets,” said 
Felthouse. “All cabinets were 
built by the craftsmen in the 
shop, then in Kilmarnock.”

After a number of years 
and with a small economic 
downturn Felthouse decided 
to dabble in manufactured 
cabinets as a cost savings, he 
said. As the industry matured, 
he began to find factory-
manufactured cabinets qual-

ity significantly improved.
Today, custom is almost 

just a word customers 
think will ensure a supe-
rior quality and greater 
cost, he said. Greater cost 
is likely true but the qual-
ity has improved to the 
point where cabinet quality 

rivals the custom builders.
We still build the special-

ity items that are of small 
volume or not of a conven-
tional design, said Felthouse. 
Manufacturers now offer 
solid boards, dove tail join-
ery, full drawer slides, baked 
on finishes that are typical of 
custom cabinet makers. Now 
cabinets may be ordered 
down to 1/8” tolerances 
fitted to the space and con-
figuration.  

Felthouse said that his 
company does not go but 
so low in the product line as 
he is known for quality and 
intends to keep it. The cabi-
nets his company orders are 
made to order rather past 
practices to make to stock 

sizes which may sit in inven-
tory in warehouses waiting 
for sale. This gives a qual-
ity product which can be 
offered at a lesser cost than 
traditional built-in custom 
cabinets.

Recently, Felthouse 
secured a tract and built a 
larger shop on Whisk Drive 
near White Stone. The new 
facility offers shop area and a 
display space where custom-
ers can see and evaluate the 
products available. Of course 
the economy crashed in the 
middle of the transition to 
larger facilities, Felthouse 
said.

The club meets at 7:30 
a.m. Wednesdays at Lee’s 
Restaurant in Kilmarnock.

 Nothings says
   “I Love You”
     like diamonds

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Fabulous finds for you & your home

538 Rappahannock Drive • 436-8505

Get her something 
she’ll LOVE this 
Valentine’s Day!

Huge selection  of pajamas, 
fun new jewelry & more!

Gift Cards & Gift Wrap Available.

Yours Truly Photo

Next to 
Food Lion 

in Kilmarnock 
436.0200

8 Custom 
Valentine

Cards
$4.99!
Use any 
photo 
from  your 
camera or phone!

Portrait 
Special

Includes Session, Retouching, Two 5x7 
prints, 32 Valentine Cards or Wallets!

YoursTrulyPhoto.com

$35.99

Upper Lancaster
Vol. Fire Dept.

Valentine Dance
Saturday, Feb. 18th   8-12 p.m.

Music by: DJ “KO”
Keith O’bier

Admission: $10.00 per person
BYOB     Held in the firehouse bingo hall
Please remember the drinking age is 21.

ID’s will be checked.

For more info. Call Donald @ 436-3199.

IRVINGTON—A short agenda awaits the Irvington 
Town Council when it meets tonight, February 9, at 7:30 
p.m. in the town hall. 

Agenda topics will include progress reports on emer-
gency recovery training for disasters, town website design, 
and future plans for town property on Chesapeake Avenue.

KILMARNOCK—School superintendent Dr. Daniel 
Lukich has lined up a number of presentations for the Lan-
caster school board meeting at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Febru-
ary 13, at Lancaster Middle School in Kilmarnock.

Lukich will make presentations on Air Force ROTC, school 
board principals and clerk appreciation and an update on the 
Capital Improvement Plan with John Mann. 

Band director Robbie Spiers will seek permission for the 
LHS Band to perform at the BCS Bowl college football cham-
pionship. Assistant superintendent Merle Stables will address 
math textbook adoption, volunteers  and school calendars.

High school physical education teacher Craig Oren will 
introduce the “Family Life Curriculum” and high school ath-
letic director Fred Birchett will speak on the soccer program.

Additionally, the timeline for the fiscal year 2013 budget 
preparation will be introduced.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. today, February 9, in the 
courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

Presentations will address the annual audit report, the 
planning commission end-of-year report, roads, schools, 
Rappahannock Community College and a reassessment of 
real property for tax purposes.

The board will hold public hearings on proposed bond 
issues related to the Reedville sewer plant, outstanding debt, 
equipment lease, and capital improvements for E-911 emer-
gency communications system.

Another hearing will consider an amendment to the zoning 
ordinance to include “tourist homes” as a conditional use in 
the conservation district.

The board will consider requests from:

sided boathouse at an existing pier on Cockrell’s Creek at 
1808 Fleeton Road,

-
age building on an undeveloped parcel in the Fleeton Beach 
subvision,

private storage building on an undeveloped parcel off of 
Hidden Point Lane near Harryhogan. 

more than two horses) on residential waterfront property at 
191 Bow Wood Drive off Bogey Neck Road near Wicomico 
Church, 

wide office trailer at 70 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland planning 
commission will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, February 16, 
in the courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.

The only item on the agenda is the continuation of a public 
hearing on a proposal to add pawn broker/precious metal 
dealer as conditional uses in the general business zoning 
district. The hearing was continued from last month.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m.  Monday, February 13, at 2172 
Northumberland Highway in Lottsburg.

The board will accept input from the public on items to 
be considered in the 2012-13 school budget.

LIVELY—The 99th Dis-
trict Tea Party will meet at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, February 
14, at the Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
firehouse at 5170 Mary 
Ball Road in Lively. 

The speaker will be 
John Taylor, president of 
the Virginia Institute for 
Public Policy. He will 
present “The Report from 

the Front: The ongoing 
battle to defeat progressive 
Republicans and Demo-
crats.”

The Virginia Institute for 
Public Policy is an educa-
tion and research organiza-
tion that develops and pro-
motes public policy consis-
tent with the Virginia tradi-
tion of individual liberty, 
entrepreneurial capitalism, 

private property, the rule 
of law, and constitutionally 
limited government, said 
communications chairman 
Lyn Neira. 

He also is president of 
Tertium Quids, an advo-
cacy organization that 
hosts Virginia’s Tuesday 
Morning Group, a state-
wide coalition of more 
than 900 activists who rep-

resent more than 260 orga-
nizations, said Neira. He is 
the producer of Freedom & 
Prosperity Radio, a syndi-
cated talk program.

Taylor was listed by 
Campigns & Elections, 
June 2011 issue, as one of 
the 100 most influential 
political players in Vir-
ginia, she said. The public 
is invited.

Rotary club members 
worldwide are cautiously 
celebrating a major milestone 
in the global effort to eradicate 
polio. India, until recently 
an epicenter of the wild 
poliovirus, has gone one year 
without recording a new case 
of the crippling, sometimes 
fatal, disease.

India’s last reported case 
was a two-year-old girl in 
West Bengal State on Janu-
ary, 13, 2011. The country 
recorded 42 cases in 2010, 
and 741 in 2009.

A chief factor in India’s suc-
cess has been the widespread 
use of the bivalent oral polio 
vaccine, which is effective 
against both remaining types 
of the poliovirus. Another has 
been rigorous monitoring, 
which has helped reduce the 
number of children missed 
by health workers during 
National Immunization Days 

to less than 1%.
Rotary has been a spear-

heading partner in the 
Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative since 1988, along 
with WHO, UNICEF, and 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation is also a key supporter 
of the initiative. Sporting 
their signature yellow vests 
and caps, the nearly 119,000 
Rotarians in India have 
helped administer vaccine to 
children, organize free health 
camps and polio awareness 
rallies, and distribute ban-
ners, caps, comic books, and 
other items.

“With the support of their 
Rotary brothers and sisters 
around the world, Indian 
Rotarians have worked dili-
gently month after month, 
year after year, to help 
organize and carry out the 

National Immunization Days 
that reach millions of children 
with the oral polio vaccine,” 
said Rotary International 
president Kalyan Banerjee, 
of the Rotary Club of Vapi, 
Gujarat.

To date, the Indian Min-
istry of Health and Family 
Welfare has spent more than 
$1.2 billion on domestic polio 
eradication activities.

“Government support is 
crucial if we are to defeat 
polio, and we are fortunate 
that our government is our 
biggest advocate in this 
effort,” said India PolioPlus 
Committee chairman Deepak 
Kapur. “Marching ahead, the 
goal is to sustain this momen-
tum.”

Immunization rounds in 
February and March are 
“decisive.” 

If all ongoing testing for 
polio cases recorded through 
January 13 continues to 

yield negative results, WHO 
will declare that India has 
interrupted transmission of 
indigenous wild poliovirus, 
laying the groundwork for 
its removal from the polio-
endemic countries list, which 
also includes Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and Nigeria.

Pakistan, which reported 
189 cases for 2011, is a major 
threat to India’s continued 
polio-free status.

“As an Indian, I am 
immensely proud of what 
Rotary has accomplished,” 
said Banerjee. “However, we 
know this is not the end of our 
work. Rotary and our part-
ners must continue to immu-
nize children in India and in 
other countries until the goal 
of a polio-free world is finally 
achieved.”

The club meets at 12:30 
p.m. Wednesdays at Rappah-
annock Westminster-Canter-
bury near Irvington.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Northern Neck Rotary Club News
Submitted by Roy Cameron

From left are club 
members Sam Nuckols 
and Jim Felthouse of Jim’s 
Cabinet Creations.

Kilmarnock-Irvington-White Stone Rotary Club News
Submitted by Bill Cronheim

India celebrates its first year without polio

Conservative political activist to address Tea Party Feb. 14
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Here in the Northern Neck the tradi-
tion of volunteerism is quite strong. 

With the plethora of worthy institutions 
that has evolved, particularly in the Age 
of Retirement, opportunities abound for 
individuals to join in contributing to the 
elevation of the quality of life we expe-
rience, and perhaps sometimes take for 
granted.

The number of causes is great, and the 
number of dedicated volunteers working 
on them is truly impressive. Each of us 
knows countless folks who give of them-
selves for the betterment of us all, and that 
firmament has many brilliant stars. One 
of the most steadfast among them over the 
past four decades was Louise Denegre.

Louise and her husband, Tom, a retired 
Navy Captain, who entered a second 
career in banking, moved to the Northern 
Neck in 1972. For a quarter of a century 
they made their home at “Pop Castle,” the 
venerable old home on the banks of the 
Rappahannock River. There they gener-
ously entertained family and friends, and 
from that perch Louise set out doing her 
share to enhance the missions of more 
charities than I possibly could enumer-
ate.   

She selflessly gave her time and inex-
haustible talent to do her part in enriching 

every task she undertook. She was a lady 
of profound dignity, one whose very pres-
ence uplifted everyone around her. She 
liked the hands-on aspect of volunteerism, 
and no assignment was an imposition. I 
often wondered how she could keep all of 
her activities in order without a full-time 
appointments secretary, but she did.  

Today many of the great facilities that 
we might take for granted owe much of 
their fabric of existence to the gentle hand 
of Louise, who painstakingly wove them 
for the good of the community. She was a 
reader of the old school, a lover of books, 
who spent years serving in every capac-
ity imaginable at the Lancaster Com-

munity Library. She thrived on the past, 
and understood the dynamism of tradi-
tion, which led her to channel her enthu-
siasm towards the preservation of Christ 
Church, where she served as the president 
of the foundation, and a willing volun-
teer as long as her health permitted. She 
enjoyed safekeeping the written word as 
well, and generously gave of her creativ-
ity to the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library.  

Whenever and wherever a good cause 
arose needing an experienced hand at the 
till, Louise stepped forward. I was pres-
ent in 1990 when the local chapter of the 
Sons of the American Revolution pre-
sented her with an award as the “Volun-
teer of the Year.” In accepting the honor, 
she described the thrill she got from ser-
vice, and explained how important it is 
for each of us to contribute. It was a short 
speech that could be an anthem for every 
charity.  

Personally, I think of Louise as a fellow 
dog lover. Her breed was the Cavalier 
King Charles Spaniel, a close cousin of 
my own favorite, the English Springer 
Spaniel. Louise named all of her dogs for 
herbs, Basel, Thyme, etc.  They always 
were frolicking around the lawns of Pop 
Castle, and helping to host the various 

events that Louise and Tom sponsored. 
She frequently spoke of them in conver-
sation, and saw them as important parts 
of her overall persona.

After a quarter of a century at Pop 
Castle, Louise and Tom decided to move 
to Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury, 
an institution that owes its very presence in 
our community to Tom’s untiring efforts to 
bring about its establishment. Significantly, 
the loop road there now bears the name, 
Denegre Drive.  

Louise enjoyed the process of downsiz-
ing. She was happy to see some of her pos-
sessions going to new homes where others 
could enjoy them as she had; however, they 
retained many of the pieces that bore the 
mark of distinction of having been restored 
by Tom, who is a master of the art of furni-
ture conservation.

Last year Louise suffered a stroke, and 
last Friday she died. Any adjective or super-
lative said about her would be incapable 
of describing this genuinely good person, 
who found her mission in life in serving the 
needs of others. For many of us the words 
“Louise Denegre” and “volunteer” are syn-
onyms. The motto of the Prince of Wales is 
“I serve.” It also could be that of Louise.

Louise Radford Denegre, July 28, 1921 – 
February 3, 2012.  R.I.P.

Today many of the great 
facilities that we might 
take for granted owe much 
of their fabric of exis-
tence to the gentle hand of 
Louise, who painstakingly 
wove them for the good of 
the community. 

While researching various topics for a 
Valentine’s Day column, I discovered that 
maybe I’ve been blind to love all along, or 
at least to flirting.

It could be I’ve missed the signs. Or, it 
could be that marriage, divorce and several 
failed relationships have blurred my vision.

According to the Social Issues Research 
Centre, anthropological research indicates 
flirting is found in some form in all cultures 
and societies around the world, it is a basic 
instinct and it may be the foundation for 
civilization. 

According to Flirting 101: How to 
Charm Your Way to Love, Friendship, and 
Success, by Michelle Lia Lewis and Andrew 
Bryant, flirting was considered an art form 
in the Victorian era.

Women were taught how to flirt using 
fashion accessories and men were taught 
how to recognize and interpret the signals.

If a woman fanned herself slowly, it 
meant she was married or engaged. If she 
fanned herself quickly, it was to show she 
was independent.

If she rested the fan on the right cheek, 
she could be signaling yes. If she rested it 
on the left cheek, she could be signaling no.

If she fanned with the right hand in front 
of her face, it could be an invitation to 
follow her. The rapid opening and closing of 
the fan could be a sign she wanted a kiss.

While I’m finding this entire discourse 
extremely intriguing, that was another era 
and I seldom spot a lady carrying a fan.

I’ve still got a long ways to go in the 

book. It promises to train me to make and 
maintain eye contact, be sincere rather than 
clever, to keep it playful and subtle, never 
sleazy and obvious, and to keep it positive.

Apparently there are five attitudes and 
seven skills I must master to become a great 
flirt.

Meanwhile, I’m still learning to recognize 
and interpret signals women may be direct-
ing my way. I’d hate to miss an opportunity 
by reading them wrong, reading too much 
into them, or missing them altogether.

At askmen.com, I found the “Top 10 
Signs She’s Flirting.” They came with brief 
explanations, but I’m sharing the condensed 
Late Show Letterman-style list, from 10 to 
1, with 1 being the most tell-tale. 

Number 10: She smiles.
Number 9: She keeps walking by.
Number 8: She draws attention to her 

mouth.
Number 7: She isolates herself.
Number 6: She mimics your body move-

ment.
Number 5: She plays with her hair.
Number 4: She touches you.
Number 3: She makes eye contact.
Number 2: She enters your personal 

space.
Number 1: She approaches you to talk.
I should have seen this coming. Talking 

takes it to another level.
Maybe I’ll just remain your secret 

admirer.
Get your flirt on ladies, Valentine’s Day 

is here.

Focal Point

Sunset on the Coan River
Photo by Brenda Sanders

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
by Robert Mason Jr.

(Reprints from the February 9, 1912, issue 
of the Virginia Citizen)
Still In Winter’s Grip

There seems to be no immediate relief 
from the ice-bound conditions in the Chesa-
peake Bay. Boats are running with great diffi-
culty, and only the large propeller boats being 
able to come anywhere near their schedules.

Many oyster boats are frozen in the Poto-
mac and other rivers and reports are that the 
crews are suffering for food, as it is impossi-
ble for steamers to get up the rivers to deliver 
same.

The conditions on the Rappahannock are 
getting worse instead of better. No steamer 
from Baltimore since Monday and to that city 
since Tuesday. Merchants above Tappahan-
nock, according to reports, are short on provi-
sions, the freeze coming on unexpectedly and 
they not being able to get anything from the 

city.
Concedes Us The Palm

If asked to name the state that leads in the 
extent and value of its sea products, most per-
sons would say Massachusetts. That answer 
would have been right until a comparatively 
recent period, but it is right no longer. Virginia 
now leads—by virtue of her immensely rich 
oyster beds. The gross income last year from 
the Virginia shellfish and fisheries was seven 
and a half millions of dollars.
Hulk Of Battleship Maine Floated

The long protracted task of raising the 
sunken battleship Maine was crowned with 
success last week when the after section, 
which was not injured by the explosion, and 
comprises approximately half the total length 
of the ill fated vessel, was set afloat.
Irvington

Skating on our creek was never better and 

large crowds gather on the ice every day.
Mrs. Irving R. Messick entertained in 

honor of Miss Laura Cannon Thursday after-
noon of last week.

Gilbert Mason left last week to take a posi-
tion on a steamship plying between New York 
and Southern ports.

Mr. G. N. Anderton returned from Califor-
nia Saturday, January 27th, and will call on 
his friends and customers very soon, and asks 
that you hold your orders for him.

Rev. C. A. Hall, of White Stone, preached 
at the Baptist church here Sunday evening, 
from the subject—”Eternity.” Monthly busi-
ness meeting will be held tonight (Friday) at 
the church.
Millenbeck

W. R. Rowe, the Citizen manager, was seen 
here last week on business.

F. G. Newbill was here this week on profes-

sional business.
T. D. Ficklin, Sr., is indisposed at this writ-

ing and under the care of Dr. Steuart.
Mrs. G. E. Lewis and daughter are visiting 

the lady’s parental home at Saluda this week.
F. H. Starr has moved his family from here 

to Mrs. Starr’s parental home near here.
V. R. Chowning, of Bertrand, is in Balti-

more this week on business.
Miss C. M. Maston has returned home 

after an extended visit with relatives in Bal-
timore.

Geo. Sanford, of Westmoreland County, 
was a recent visitor at the home of his son, H. 
B. Sanford, near here.

Mrs. H. B. Sanford spent a few days 
recently with relatives at Kinsale, Va.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

I read with disappointment 
last week’s letter lamenting 
the lack of respect afforded 
to this president, by the 
writer’s conclusion, because 
of racism.

I vehemently challenge 
that assertion as the pathetic 
and disingenuous ‘trump’ 
card that is always played 
with a weak and unsupport-
able hand.

I remind the writer that 
without a preponderance 
of the white vote President 
Obama would not have 
made it to the White House. 
I will never forget on his 
inauguration day, in spite 
of my overwhelming rejec-
tion the Democratic Party’s 
platform, my hope that I 
was wrong about this man. 
I saw the camera scans of 
throngs of black Americans’ 
tear-filled eyes and I was 
deeply moved by all that 
was implicit in the victory 
of the first black president.

Unfortunately, all my 
fears have been realized, 
and more than I ever dare 
imagine.

Throughout these last 
three years the mystery 
surrounding this president, 
rather than dissipating, 
has grown more profound. 
All of his most important 
records verifying his iden-
tity and his history remain 
hidden.

Every connection to this 
man that is verifiable shows 
his relationships replete 
with Communists, Marxists, 
Socialists, Progressives, and 
domestic terrorists. His 
policies, his usurpation of 
power, his war mongering, 
and his divisive class and 
race rhetoric have shown his 
affinity for suppression and 
subjugation of the American 
people to be horrific. Most 
of his escapades have been 
censored by a complicit 
media, owned and con-
trolled by the Global Elites 
that paved the way for his 
election victory and crafted 
all of his policies.

History will show this 
president, without a dramatic 
challenge to his agenda, 
will succeed in transform-
ing “Amerika” into a night-
marish Socialist régime, 
virtually unrecognizable as 

It’s more than
a racial thing

the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. I hope to 
God, again, that I’m wrong.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

In a February 2 letter to 
the editor, the president of 
the Lancaster County Chap-
ter of the NAACP wondered 
“why some legislators (had) 
sourpuss expressions” on 
their faces during President 
Obama’s recent state of 
the union speech. He then 
explained those sourpuss 
expressions by quoting Fred-
erick Douglas to the effect 
that a black man who is suc-
cessful and upwardly mobile 
is “resented and resisted at 
every step...” Such a black 
man, according to Douglas, 
is unfairly judged guilty of 
“impudence.”

So, how would the 
NAACP president deter-
mine whether someone’s 
disagreement with Obama 
reflects racial animus? 
Simple. He’d just look for a 
sourpuss expression. There 
would be no need for fur-
ther inquiries. Who would 
have thought a run-of-the-
mill sourpuss expression 
could convey such specific 
information?

I suppose that law schools 
will now have to teach 
the “Sourpuss Expression 
Theory” as the easiest way 
to determine racial animus 
in discrimination cases. I can 
imagine the NAACP presi-
dent lecturing at the U.Va. 
and W&M law schools on 
the following topic: “Sour-
puss Expressions, The 
Surefire Way To Determine 
Racial Animus.”

So now we have a new 
standard: “If you furrow 
your brow in disagree-
ment with Obama, you are 
a racist.” Rather chilling, 
doncha think?

The NAACP president 
ended his letter by saying it 
is “unrealistic to think that a 
black president can correct a 
situation in only 36 months 
that has been over 220 years 
in the making.”

Huh?
Have the Iraq/Afghan 

wars been 220 years in the 
making? How about the 
housing collapse? And the 
saber-rattling toward Iran 
and the Fast-and-Furious 

220 years?

gun-running operation? 220 
years in the making?

Here’s a suggestion: The 
NAACP president should 
hire a ghost writer who can 
think clearly.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

After reading an article in 
the January 26 issue regard-
ing the Northumberland 
Animal Shelter, I must share 
my experience at that facility.

Last July, one of our cats 
that we had for nine years 
died. I wanted to adopt a 
kitten and felt the Northum-
berland Animal Shelter was 
the best choice as we would 
be rescuing a kitten that might 
otherwise be euthanized.  

After looking at the collec-
tion of more than 20 kittens 
of varying ages, I was asked 
to complete a long applica-
tion that included a request 
for two references and the 
name of my vet. When I indi-
cated that we have a heated 
garage with a cat door, to 
my surprise I was told that I 
could not adopt since I would 
not be keeping the animal 
indoors.

Why not at least check the 
references and the vet. What 
was the purpose of requiring 
that information if it would 
not be used?

The person on duty was 
very curt and would not dis-
cuss it further. Their action 
most likely condemned an 
animal to be euthanized. 
There seems to be a constant 
request for adoption.

Why require an application 
and then not use information 
to determine the appropriate-
ness of the adopting party?  
I would have been happy to 
have someone come to my 
home to see the condition in 
which the animal would have 
lived.

I think if this practice is still 
in place it may be the cause of 
the continuing need to eutha-
nize so many animals. I often 
wonder how many of the kit-
tens I had seen that day have 
found homes or been eutha-
nized?

It is time for that animal 
shelter to take another look at 
their practices.

Linda Morris,
Reedville

Shelter practices
raise concerns
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~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock

804-435-1302 

I enjoyed spending last Monday in Freder-
icksburg meeting with constituents and 

receiving constructive feedback on what 
folks want to see happening in Washington.

On Wednesday, I supported several bills 
aimed at curbing government spending 
and encouraging responsible use of tax-
payer dollars. One, H.R. 3835, freezes pay 
for Members of Congress. Another, H.R. 
3582, establishes new standards by which 
the Congressional Budget Office analyzes 
the potential effects of legislation on the 
economy, thereby providing Congress with 
more accurate budget projections before it 
considers a bill.

I also supported H.R. 1173, which 
repeals a portion of the President’s 2010 
health care overhaul. This program, the 
Community Living Assistance Services 
and Supports (CLASS) program, was 
recently suspended by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services due to con-
cerns over its implementation and future 
sustainability.

 I also supported legislation in the 
Natural Resources Committee that would 
enhance job creation and promote Ameri-
can energy independence.

I look forward to consideration of these 
bills by the full House of Representatives.

On Friday afternoon, I co-chaired a 
House Armed Services subcommittee 
hearing to review progress at Arlington 
National Cemetery in the wake of gross 
mismanagement in the past. We heard from 
various officials associated with the Arling-
ton National Cemetery Gravesite Account-
ability Task Force. I am encouraged that 
positive changes are being made, but I also 
believe that those who are responsible for 
past mistakes should be held accountable 
for their actions.

As Chairman of the Oversight and 
Investigations Subcommittee of the House 
Armed Services Committee, I am commit-
ted to reforming and preserving this hal-
lowed ground so that it can remain a sacred 
final resting place for our fallen heroes.

An amendment to the county 
zoning laws to be considered 
by the Northumberland board 
of supervisors on February 9, 
allowing operation of  “tourist 
homes” in conservation-zoned 
districts, some being private 
residential communities, is an 
unjustifiable assault upon C-1 
district zoning protections.

A “tourist home” is typi-
cally a house not occupied 
by an owner who rents it by 
the day or week to transients 
having no stake in the com-
munity’s well-being. Tourist 
homes are not permitted in 
conservation-zoned districts 
and, if allowed, would be both 
incongruous with the nature of 

Do you remember?
Lancaster High School used to be in Kilmarnock. From 
left above, the 1968 band front included banner carriers 
Gladys Quillian and Beth Jones, and majorettes Lynne 
Bonner, Donna Smith, drum major Cathy Walker, Martha 
Covington and Brenda Carter. Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Åshburn indicated the young 
ladies are represented by their maiden names. “Do you 
remember?” is a community service of the museum. 

YOUR LETTERS
Conservation zone
is no place for
‘tourist home’

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

Sunday hunting was a par-
ticularly hot topic last week 
at the General Assembly. 
Wednesday in the House 
Subcommittee on Natural 
Resources, three Sunday 
hunting bills (House Bills 
369, 921, and 989) were 
pulled and one (House 
Bill 1002) was heard and 
defeated.

The ban on Sunday hunt-
ing has always been an 
important issue in the North-
ern Neck. We value our day 
of rest, a time to attend 
church, see family, and walk 
our property in peace.

However, in recent years 
there has been a bigger push, 
from individuals to special 
interest groups, to overturn 
the ban on Sunday hunting. 
This year especially we have 
seen a growing amount of 
pressure. I thank the Dis-
trict for the great response, 

outreach, and presence in 
Richmond as we continue to 
defend the traditional value 
of not hunting on Sunday. I 
have been working and will 
continue to work hard to 
preserve the Sunday hunting 
ban.

In the Chesapeake sub-
committee, I voted on a 
couple bills of particular 
importance to District 99. 
The first, House Bill 88, 
related to the menhaden 
harvest cap. The bill did not 
receive any support in the 
subcommittee and will not 
go further this year.

It was very encouraging to 
see representatives from the 
menhaden industry in Rich-
mond educating legislators 
about their contribution to 
the economy. I continue to 
enforce the importance of 
our fishing industry and edu-
cate others about the regula-
tory process. However, it has 
a great impact when those 
personally affected speak to 
Virginia’s elected officials. 

The second, House Bill 
176, directs the Virginia 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Board to adopt regulations 

governing the certification 
of certain nutrient credits. 
I supported this measure as 
it is a positive step forward 
as we work toward a cleaner 
Chesapeake Bay.

Another bill of impor-
tance that passed the House 
this week is House Bill 940. 
This bill eliminates the pro-
hibition on purchasing more 
than one handgun in a 30-day 
period. I supported this bill 
as it strengthens our Second 
Amendment rights and does 
away with a government 
restriction on such rights. 
All hand guns will continue 
to be subject to the National 
Instant Check Systems.

I am very pleased three of 
my bills, House Bills 995, 
996, and 395 passed the 
House and are heading to 
the Senate. House Bill 395 
carries a special place for 
me. I presented the bills to 
my fellow legislators on VA 
Sheriff’s Day in Richmond.

This bill allows expedi-
tious payments for burial 
expenses to be made to the 
beneficiaries of persons 
killed while in the line of 
duty. It is a measure that will 

demonstrate our gratitude to 
those men and women who 
put themselves in harm’s 
way every day to keep us 
safe.

conservation-zoned land and 
destructive of the character of 
C-1 district communities and 
the privacy of their residents.

This proposed change 
reverses the current direction 
of the county’s comprehensive 
zoning plan to restrict com-
mercial development in a C-1 
district and to consider future 
zoning changes holistically, 
not in isolation. At its Janu-
ary 19 meeting, the planning 
commission rightly and unan-
imously rejected this amend-
ment.

The amendment was con-
ceived solely to benefit a 
single individual who failed 
to perform the customary due 
diligence before buying prop-
erty in a C-1 district to oper-
ate a tourist home and later 
learned he was violating the 
law. He now wants the county 

to bail him out of the hole he 
dug for himself.

Good governance ensures 
that laws protecting the well-
being and safety of the general 
population are not manipu-
lated to placate one individu-
al’s self-inflicted hardship.

If the board of supervisors 
ignores the unanimous rec-
ommendation of the planning 
commission and approves the 
amendment to rescue one indi-
vidual from financial distress, 
the adverse effects will be felt 
by county residents long after 
that individual no longer owns 
the property and his financial 
woes are a distant memory.

As recommended by the 
planning commission, the 
board of supervisors should 
reject this amendment.

Harry Morrow,
Reedville

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan McDougle

The Senate is approach-
ing Crossover Day, Febru-
ary 14, at a fast pace and 
must vote on all Senate 
bills by this deadline 
before starting to consider 
all House bills. 

In the Senate this year, 
bills are being considered 
and voted on by full com-
mittees.  This is a change 
from last year, when sub-
committees could stop leg-
islation from even being 
heard.  Committees that 
continue to use subcom-
mittees have the Senators 
on them review bills to 
make a recommendation to 
the full committee. Even 
when a bill does not get a 
favorable recommendation 
from the subcommittee, 
it is still presented to the 
full committee, ensuring it 
receives a hearing.

If a bill is approved by 

the full committee, the 
legislation continues to 
the entire Senate for a 
vote.  If agreed to by the 
full Senate, the bill then 
goes to the House of Del-
egates, where it will again 
be assigned to a committee 
and, if favorably reviewed, 
to the full House.

Any successful bill 
must receive a favorable 
vote at a minimum of four 
times before going to the 
governor for his consid-
eration. This thorough 
review process is the leg-
islative version of quality 
control.

Some of my bills are 
headed for the House and 
others are still making 
their way through the 
Senate system.

SB112 reported is now 
on the floor of the Senate 
for a full vote. It would 
provide a sales tax exemp-
tion and incentive for data 
center operators and the 
tenants of data centers, 
collectively if resulting in 
the creation of at least 50 
new jobs.

The General Assembly 
recently convened in Wil-
liamsburg for a special 
ceremonial session in the 
restored Capitol. This was 
the 25th ceremonial ses-
sion in Williamsburg.

The ceremonial session 
was part of Virginia’s com-
memoration of the 150th 
anniversary (sesquicen-
tennial) of the Civil War. 

In addition to holding a 
brief session, lawmakers 
listened to an informa-
tive lecture by James I. 
Robertson Jr., who serves 
as director of the Virginia 
Center for Civil War stud-
ies.

During the coming 
week, we’ll complete our 
work on the majority of 
bills f iled by senators.

Rappahannock 
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On January 29, Dr. Kimberly S. Reece presented a 
program on the effects of algal blooms, known as “red 
tides,” which are a growing concern in coastal waters, 
including the Chesapeake Bay. From left, David Gutowski 
meets Reece following the presentation. Upcoming 
programs include professor Diana Obeid  with “Women 
in Islam” February 12, Patrick Anderson with “Best 
Crime Writers—How do you choose?” March 4, and 
Frans Kasteel with “Growing up in Occupied Holland 
during World War II” March 11.

RICHMOND—As the Common-
wealth prepares for the beginning 
of spring fire season, February 15 
through April 30, Gov. Bob McDon-
nell warns Virginians that the threat of 
wildfires is increased this year due to 
a mild winter.

“Wildfires in the Commonwealth 
are very weather-dependent,” said 
Gov. McDonnell. “When you combine 
the effects of the 2011 tornadoes and 
Hurricane Irene with the relatively 
mild and dry winter we’re experienc-
ing, it adds up to a potentially dan-
gerous spring wildfire season. That’s 
a life safety issue which could affect 
thousands of Virginians.”

Some 95% of wildfires in the Com-
monwealth are caused by humans, 
so citizens need to help the Virginia 
Department of Forestry (VDOF) to 
reduce the risk of wildfires, he said.

“The best thing people can do is to 
obey the law by not burning trash or 
debris before 4 p.m. each day during 
spring fire season,” said Gov. McDon-
nell. “Virginia’s 4 p.m. law has been 

in place for almost 70 years and is one 
of the best tools we have for reduc-
ing the threat of wildfires. Because 
humidity levels typically increase and 
wind speeds usually decrease after 4 
p.m., the likelihood of a fire escaping 
is reduced.”

The VDOF recommends:

if the wind speed is in excess of 20 
mph and humidity levels are below 
30%.

big pile.

the area around the pile down to bare 
dirt.

-
night.

shovel on hand to extinguish any spot 
fires that ignite away from the burn 
pile.

control.
More than 40% of the 1,114 wild-

fires in Virginia last year were caused 

by people burning trash or debris, said 
state forester Carl Garrison.

 “These fires threatened the lives 
of thousands of Virginians and more 
than 4,000 homes and structures in 
2011,” Garrison said.

Starting a fire before 4 p.m. during 
spring fire season is a Class 3 misde-
meanor crime. In addition to a fine of 
not more than $500, the person respon-
sible for an escaping fire is financially 
liable for the cost of suppressing the 
fire and for damage caused to anoth-
er’s property.

“A good-sized fire that escapes 
someone’s control can easily cost tens 
of thousands of dollars just in sup-
pression efforts,” Garrison said. “If 
your fire burns down the neighbor’s 
home or barn, you could be liable for 
hundreds of thousands.”

The new slogan, “Eager to Burn? 
Wait Your Turn,” was developed by 
Neal Oberholtzer, a state area forester 
in Mecklenburg County, as a way 
to discourage people from burning 
before 4 p.m. 

Wasn’t it “Chicken 
Little” who ran around 

saying “The sky is falling! 
The sky is falling!”? Didn’t 
fall, did it?

Admittedly, we techs were 
all concerned when E10 and 
its deleterious effects on 
boating faced us head on. 
Maybe we were too compla-
cent thinking there wouldn’t 
be mechanical backlash. 
However, all of us—boaters 
and techs—were wrong.

The problem wasn’t from 
the use of 10% ethanol, it 
was from the non-use! For 
some boat owners, the learn-
ing curve was vertical. All 
it took was one expensive 
fuel system servicing: they 
installed water separator fil-
ters, and used properly stabi-
lized fuel.

For others, well…the 
learning “curve” has been 
similar to a drive across Iowa. 
They don’t treat the fuel, 
water separation in the tank 
occurs exponentially with 
non-use of the boat, water 
separators are not examined, 
and ignored, even if they are 
installed. Customers go from 
dealer to dealer to get the 
previous year’s neglect cor-
rected, convinced with every 
trip to yet another dealer that 
they’re being screwed. Even-
tually, when they accept the 
fact they’ll never be able to 
co-exist with ethanol, they 
become aware that, in our 
boating community, we still 
have E-Zero available at 
some gas stations, and at the 
waterfront, sometimes with 
no greater price penalty than 
the jump from 87 octane to 
89 octane.

Now we have E10 pretty 
well figured out, and along 
comes the whoop-ding about 
the government mandating 

Sunday enlightenment
The Sundays at Two lecture and entertainment series at 
the Lancaster Community Library is drawing capacity 
crowds, according to director Lindsy Gardner. Above, 
mystery writer Brad Parks reads from “The Girl Next 
Door” to kick off the series January 15.

On January 22, master guitar maker Jim Merrill 
demonstrated the many steps that go into creating a 
guitar. Above, he displays the braces from a guitar made 
by the Martin Company in 1934. All programs begin at 2 
p.m. at the library at 235 School Street in Kilmarnock.

Spring fire season begins February 15

A Boat That Works
by Grid Michal.

that 36 billion gallons of eth-
anol be mixed with gasoline 
by 2022. I never did well in 
math, but I can see that it’s 
going to take more than E10 
to accomplish that feat. As 
a matter of fact, we’re now 
faced with the approach of 
E15, and who the heck is that 
yelling again? 

Chicken Little.
Marine manufacturers 

have shown time and again 
in testing that marine engines 
in no way respond internally 
to the effects of E15, as auto-
motive engines do. Again, it’s 
the type of use. Which brings 
us to this salient point, in a 
recent Boat US magazine:

EPA Issues Final Rule for 
Label E15 Fuel Pumps

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has issued its 
final rule regarding measures 
that must be taken to prevent 
the mis-fueling of boats, cars 
older than model year 2001 
and other non-road engines 
with gasoline containing 
greater than 10% ethanol.  
All fuel pumps dispensing 
E15 will be required to dis-
play the following label:

Several federal and state 
regulatory steps must still 
be completed before boat-
ers will see E15 at the fuel 
pump.

If you notice the diesel 
pumps at the gas station, 
they note prominently  the 
fuel is for highway vehicles. 
Period. They have pumps for 
off-road vehicles, too. Those 
pumps state that it is illegal 
to use that fuel on the high-

way.
Note the above sticker, 

which will be affixed to gas 
pumps. It says it is prohib-
ited for use in boats.

Translating that, if you do 
use it—and I can’t imagine 
why you would—not only 
will you be damaging your 
boat’s powerplant, but you’ll 
be exposing yourself to federal 
fines and penalties for having 
done so. Now, that’s being 
kicked while you’re down!

Most boaters are pretty 
savvy folks. Most are liter-
ate. Virtually all know how 
to handle E10. E10 is neces-
sary for a large segment of 
internal combustion engines, 
and will be offered for years 
to come. E15 has a limited 
audience, which does not 
include boats. Continue to 
use E-0 and E-10 properly, 
and enjoy boating!

Grid Michal operates The 
Motor Doctor, a mobile ser-
vice and repair business. 
He has worked on marine 
engines for over 50 years. 
For more information, call 
436-2601.

AREA EVENTS

 Gardening seminar
Northern Neck Master Gardeners will hold their annual 

Gardening in the Northern Neck seminar from 8:45 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. March 31 at the White Stone Church of the Naz-
arene. The theme is Watershed to Water’s Edge and will 
showcase the Integrated-Shoreline Evaluation Assistance ( 
I-SEA) program.

The seminar also will offer four lecture sessions, exhibi-
tors and vendors. The fee is $25 with advance registration, 
or $30 at the door. Registration forms are available at nnmg.
org, or call 580-5694.

 High tea
The Essex County Museum & Historical Society’s annual 

High Tea luncheon will be held from noon to 2 p.m. March 
10 at the St. Margaret’s Dining Hall.

The fee is $38 per person. The reservation deadline is 
March 1. For reservations, call 443–4690. 

 Photo exhibit
 Works by Northern Neck Computer Users Group Pho-

tography Special Interest Group members will be on exhibit 
through February at the Lancaster Community Library in 
Kilmarnock. The group uses Adobe editing software to 
modify and enhance photographs.

 Show time
The Gloucester Point Rotary Club will host hypnotist and 

comedian Jimi Gibson at 7 p.m. March 24 at the Gloucester 
High School auditorium.

Tickets are $10. For tickets, contact Margie Wiley at 
757-539-5800.

 Winterstack2
Winterstack2 February 25 at Festival Halle in Reedville 

will feature Throwin’ Wake and Sweet Justice. Admission 
is $20 per person; must be age 21 or older.

Tickets are available at Lilian Lumber Home Center in 
Burgess, Noblett’s Appliance in Kilmarnock and the Reed-
ville Fishermen’s Museum, or call 453-6529.

 Music series
The Bena music series will continue at 8 p.m. March 10 

with Doug & Telisha Williams at Bena Country Store at 
8835 Guinea Road in Hayes. Tickets are $15 for adults, 
$7.50 for ages 13 to 18 and college students with ID.

To reserve seats, call 757-404-3416, or email tickets@
almostsquare.net


