
Thursday,  December 13, 2012  

 The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

www.rrecord.com75¢   Volume 96 No. 11

6 56525 10491 6

Business ........C7, D7-8
Calendar ...................B2

Churches ..............B5-8
Classified .............D1-3

Directory ................D7
Notices ....................D6

Obituaries ................B7
Opinion ................A6-7

Police ........................ A4
Schools ................ C5-6

Sports .................. C1-4
Upcoming ....................B1-4

KILMARNOCK—Bullying, fist 
fights, drugs, weapons, thieving, inap-
propriate touching, teachers abused 
by students, students abused by teach-
ers—these may be behaviors one usu-
ally associates with intercity schools. 
But last week, many parents were 
disturbed to find out they are taking 
place in Lancaster’s middle and high 
schools. 

Nearly 250 parents, teachers, bus 
drivers and school officials gathered at 
Dreamfields near Kilmarnock last week 
to express concern over a public school 
environment they called “unsafe” and 
failing their children. The meeting was 
called by a new organization, Commu-
nity for our Schools (CFS)

“The message was clear,” said 
school board member Bob Smart in 
summing up public comments. “Con-
sistent, effective discipline is not 
taking place in the middle and high 
schools.”

Santa visits White Stone
Seven-month-old Jaxton Hinkle enjoyed a brief visit with Santa last 
Saturday morning, but the longer he sat in the Jolly Old Elf ’s lap, the more 
uncomfortable he became. Jaxton was a little frightened of the man with 
the beard and let out a scream. He was one of dozens of children visiting 
with Santa Claus at the annual Breakfast with Santa to benefit the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department. For upcoming Christmas events, go to 
the LocalLife pages. To view more photos from last week’s events, go to 
RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Look inside for these Shop Local deals this week:

Shop Local!
Patronize local businesses this 
holiday season. When the buck 
stays here, it is recirculated here 
to create a stronger and more 
prosperous economy!

 

WHITE STONE—Council will get some ideas for revising 
White Stone’s comprehensive plan from two Virginia Com-
monwealth University (VCU) graduate students, according to 
town manager Patrick Frere.

Graduate students Andrea-Nicole Pruett and Beau Hub-
bard are both seeking a master’s degree in urban and regional 
planning and are focusing their graduate projects on develop-
ment in White Stone. Frere told council last Thursday he had a 
meeting scheduled for December 11 with Pruett, Hubbard and 
their advisory panels in Richmond to discuss the projects.

Pruett lives in West Point but works in Kilmarnock and has 
family in Lancaster County. Hubbard was born and raised in 
Weems. 

“Their projects will be used somehow in the town’s compre-
hensive plan,” said Frere. 

Hubbard’s project will focus on the property east of Rappa-
hannock Drive and north of Chesapeake Drive, according to 
Frere. He will evaluate the existing usage and possible future 
land use of an undeveloped tract. 

Pruett is focusing on the existing commercial corridors, 
evaluating the existing zoning ordinance and making recom-
mendations on changes to the commercial district in the zoning 
ordinance, said Frere. Additionally, she will look at uses for 
existing vacant commercial properties, the pedestrian and traf-
fic flow in White Stone and need for off-street parking. 

Frere told council both projects had to be completed by 
May. 

In old business, council discussed a joint meeting with 
Irvington last month to discuss problems with water systems 

provided by Aqua Virginia in both towns. 
Councilman Joe Sliakis said there were valid complaints 

but he thought Aqua “felt like they were addressing the issues 
and are meeting the state guidelines,” so nothing more would 
be done. 

To me, “it was a Charlie Brown meeting, just a lot of whaa-
whaa,” said Mayor Lloyd B. Hubbard. 

Council also revisited the request made by Lancaster 
County Treasurer Bonnie Haynie at its November meeting. 
Haynie has asked the town to repay $11,203.41, which the 
county overpaid White Stone because of a calculation error 
in the sales tax distribution based on old census information. 
Sales tax revenue is distributed to the towns based on the 
number of school-age residents. The census information the 
county was using for several years was incorrect, Haynie told 
them last month.

Town attorney Matson Terry asked council last Thursday 
if they had considered asking the county to forgive the debt. 
Mayor Hubbard and several council members indicated for-
giveness was doubtful. 

Mayor Hubbard said an alternative would be to ask the 
county supervisors to earmark the money repaid by Kilmar-
nock, Irvington and White Stone “for something good for the 
county.”

Sliakis agreed, saying “It’s extra, unbudgeted money they 
hadn’t planned on” getting. 

Terry asked the board for the authority to contact state rep-
resentatives to find out why the sales tax revenue is based on 
school-age population rather than the town’s generation of 
taxes. By consensus, the board directed Terry to make the 
inquiry.

Seats filled 
fast for 

the recent 
Community 

for our 
Schools (CFS) 

meeting 
where

 parents, 
teachers and 
school board 

members 
shared 

concerns. 
Photo by 

Audrey 
Thomasson

Community voices concerns
regarding Lancaster schools

by Audrey Thomasson William Smith, a former member 
of the school board, told the crowd 
there is an accumulation of alarming 
incidents at the middle school this fall 
and that administrators have failed to 
notify the school board or parents. He 
said his child told him about a school 
fight that sent a seventh-grader to 
the hospital. Smith said he called the 
school board chairman to find out the 
details and was surprised to learn he 
wasn’t aware of the incident. 

In addition, Smith told of reports of 
female students being touched inap-
propriately by a male student, yet the 
school again failed to notify parents. 

“What about those little girls who 
didn’t report it to their parents?” he 
asked. Parents need to be aware of 
these situations so they can help their 
children, he said. 

According to Smith, there are daily 
reports of school fights. He told of 
a student who punched a teacher in 
the face so hard it broke her glasses. 
In another case, the office did not 
respond to several calls from a teacher 

asking them to remove a student from 
class who was continually disruptive 
during benchmark testing. The child 
was finally removed two minutes 
before the class ended.

“Did those students stand a chance 
of doing well on that test?” he asked. 
“Staff have their hands tied. They send 
a child to the office, but in five min-
utes they are back in class...there are 
students putting their hands on teach-
ers with no consequences...bus driv-
ers send in referrals and the next day 
the student is back on the bus. That 
has to stop. Riding on a school bus is 
a privilege, it’s not guaranteed.”

Smith read a letter from a middle 
school teacher asking for his help. 

“We fear for our safety and that of 
our students. We are unable to control 
our classes...students put their hands 
on teachers with no consequences...
consequences are doled out unevenly...
Please don’t back down. Please fight 
for us,’ the teacher wrote.

Graduate students enlist
for White Stone studies, 
findings could resurface in
town’s comprehensive plan

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

COMMUNITY, continued on page A2
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RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

RAL Holiday
Gift Shop

Crafts

Ceramics
Sculpture

Artwork

Jewelry

Cards

“It almost makes me sick...
that an educated teacher would 
have to write that letter and 
send it to me...We can’t fix our 
problems until we first admit 
that we have problems...Chil-
dren can only take so much 
abuse before they retaliate,” he 
said, referring to news stories 
of mass school shootings such 
as Columbine. 

Smith also called for a return 
of the district’s alternative 
school for disruptive students, 
rather than shipping kids up to 
the Warsaw alternative school.

Before opening the meet-
ing to public comments, Smith 
asked attendees to use the 
meeting to offer positive sug-
gestions and not for personal 
attacks. “The only way this 
thing will work is to continue 
these meetings. You have to be 
at these meetings or nothing 
happens.”

Public comments
“I do not like what I am 

hearing about our school 
division,” said board chair-
man Patrick McCranie. “Our 
school division has been 
described to me as a rudder-
less ship going nowhere, sink-
ing with all hands aboard...this 
is not a knock on our teachers, 
they’re doing what they can to 
control the classroom,” said 
McCranie.

He noted turnover in the 
teaching staff was not a good 
sign. “We are losing good staff 
and receiving resignations in 
the middle of the year, which 
is not good for staff morale. 
What has happened in the last 
week is unacceptable. We will 
not tolerate students cursing 
and hitting teachers.”

McCranie called on mem-
bers of the school board to pull 
together to address the prob-
lems. He noted the resignation 
of a math teacher mid-year 
and that students walked into 
an empty classroom with no 
explanation. “How will they 
do on the next SOL test?” he 
asked. McCranie suggested 
it was time to hire a full-time 
resource officer at the middle 
school rather than share one 
with the high school.

Jackie Nelson said she was 
the math teacher who recently 
quit. During the first three 
months of school, she said stu-
dents were out of control, there 
were classroom fights, things 
were thrown at her and she was 
threatened. 

“There was no way to do my 
job,” she said. Nelson asked 
for help from middle school 
principal Kim Hammond, who 
sent her a book Nelson had 
already read. At the same time, 
her daughter was having trou-
ble at the school and reported 
her hair being pulled and that 
someone put feces on a desk. 

“I couldn’t take it anymore, 
so I emailed Mrs. Hammond.” 
Nelson offered to stay until a 
replacement was found. She 
set up her room and wrote 
up lesson plans for the new 
teacher, but when she went 
to meet with Hammond, she 
was told the superintendent 
(Dr. Daniel Luckich) said her 
resignation would be effective 
that day. 

“...Everything had been 
erased from my room,” she 
explained. Her students, who 
were half-way through the 
course, had to start the year’s 
lessons all over again. “It really 

hurt me...the schools have so 
much disrespect.” 

Nelson said the current prac-
tice of in-school suspension is 
not working. Her suggestion 
that parents be contacted to 
pick up disruptive students was 
received with loud applause.

Beth McManus said her 
main concern is disruption at 
the middle school, which she 
has witnessed as a substitute 
teacher and parent of middle 
school students. 

McManus presented the 
school’s code of conduct book-
let, which she said must be read 
and signed by every parent and 
student at the beginning of the 
school year. 

The code “ensures every 
pupil has a right to an educa-
tion free of disruption and 
threat to person or property...
students shall not engage in 
conduct that is intended to 
be disruptive at any school 
activity or school function,” 
she read. “Disruptive behav-
ior includes talking in class, 
making noises, making dis-
tracting movements, out of 
seat without permission...”  

She called on the school to 
give her children a learning 
environment free from disrup-
tion. 

Sonja Headly said she 
missed her jail ministry pro-
gram to attend the community 
meeting...”because it starts 
here.”

Headley suggested a “no 
tolerance policy that works” as 
an effective tool.

She said her daughter 
attended a school where they 
played Aretha Franklin’s “R-E-
S-P-E-C-T” over the public 
address system each morn-
ing to remind students of the 
importance of respect. Head-
ley sited the Virginia code 
that deals with “bullying” and 
said the state offers resources 
to assist and educate teachers 
as well as programs that train 
students to be core members 
of society and act in a respon-
sible manner.

“Many people in jail did 
not have parental support and 
that’s a real problem here,” 
said Headley.

Melvin Veney said he moved 
his family here to get away 
from these problems. 

“Parents have to be involved 
in disciplinary acts...structure 
has to be tight,” he said. 

A bullying problem was 
brought to the attention of a 

teacher, but the school dropped 
the ball and didn’t follow 
through, he said.

“A serious action needs seri-
ous consequences. What one 
child does, affects all of us,” 
Veney said.

High school resource offi-
cer Malcolm Carter confirmed 
there are drug problems in the 
middle and high schools. In 
addition, the high school is 
trying to address gang activ-
ity. 

“Parents, you need to work 
with us,” Carter said. “Don’t 
come in with an attitude. Pay 
attention to your children. Pay 
attention to what they do on 
the computer. And work with 
us.” 

Several parents brought up 
the ongoing problem of school 
administrators failing to com-
municate incidents with par-
ents. Parents commended the 
father of the boy involved in 
the fight when he apologized 
for his son’s behavior.

Tim Reed said some of the 
high school problems include 
thefts and students armed with 
knives. “Concerned parents 
are here. The problem is with 
the parents who are not here,” 
said Reed. “Respect starts at 
home...”

Art teacher Shauna 
McCranie suggested diversity 
training for teachers. For the 
safety of students and teachers, 
she suggested installing metal 
detectors and said there should 
be cameras in every classroom 
as a deterrent. “If you’re doing 
your job, you don’t mind a 
camera in your classroom,” 
she added.

“If you put your hands on 
somebody, that’s assault,” 
attorney John Hodges said. 
He suggested schools use 
common sense in dealing with 
behavior problems.

Kenya Moody said a middle 
school teacher pushed her child 
on more than one occasion and 
did not allow restroom breaks. 
“Teachers need to respect 
pupils...my child was afraid 
to go to school because of that 
teacher,” she said.

Cami Smith complained of 
weak discipline system, saying 
a student who touched her 
daughter in a sexual manner 
was suspended for a day. 

“If something doesn’t 
happen at the middle school to 
improve the situation, it’s only 
going to get worse, not better,” 
warned Alfredo Lopez. He 

expressed concern for student 
safety in the current school 
environment. 

“Parents are responsible 
for discipline,” said Michelle 
Seldon. But she also suggested 
that teachers not dress like stu-
dents. “Be a teacher. Act like a 
teacher. Look like a teacher.”

“You have to live what you 
teach your children,” said 
Linda Lopez. “You have to be 
that role model.”

One parent said he’s noticed 
astonishing changes in the 
school over the past six years. 
C.D. Hathaway said the admin-
istration needs to replenish 
teachers where they are needed 
and needs to better manage the 
school budget. 

There is no continuity in the 
system, in part from turnover 
of top positions in the school 
system and teachers leaving 
mid-term, he said. Also con-
tributing to the problem is a 
lack of follow-up on policies 
and procedures to see if they 
are working. “If something is 
broken, we need to see if the 
repair works,” said Hathaway.

“We must give our parents 
and teachers peace of mind...
ISS (In-school suspension) is a 
vacation from school,” Hatha-
way said. “Detention should 
take place after school.”

In a comparison with Nor-
thumberland schools, Hatha-
way said the cost of educating 
a child in Lancaster is about 
$1,000 higher per pupil while 
Lancaster test scores remain 
lower. 

“School officials need to 
revive supervisors’ faith in the 
school system. We need to build 
on what’s right and correct what 
is not,” said Hathaway.

“The stories I’m hearing 
make me sad,” said Michael 
Simon, a Lancaster school 
parent and program direc-
tor for Empowering Youth for 
Positive Change in Richmond. 
When his own six-year-old 
child came home from school 
and reported being bullied, “It 
made me want to beat up that 
six-year old,” said the six-foot, 
four-inch father.

Simon advised parents to 
demand action from the school 
board. “Stay in contact with 
the teacher and don’t stop. 
Continue to complain until 
action is taken. You need to be 
a part of your children’s lives. 
And when the kids mess up—
remember we messed up as 
kids, too.”

K I L M A R N O C K — L a n c a s t e r 
County School Superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Lukich and school board 
member Alexander Fleet on Monday 
addressed school discipline. 

Lukich attended a Community for our 
Schools (CFS) meeting at Dreamfields 
last week along with the three school 
principals and four school board mem-
bers. District 3 member Don McCann 
was not present. 

At Monday’s school board meet-
ing, Lukich recalled that during his 
interview for superintendent some 
19 months ago, the board specifically 
identified discipline as the number one 
issue in the district. 

“You may ask yourself: ‘Why is he 
saying this, because nothing’s changed 
and nothing’s happened?’ And maybe 
it’s worse,” Lukich said. However, he 

said things are better at the high school 
and credited principal Lori Watrous 
with that success.

“The primary school is also a differ-
ent situation there,” he added. 

During the meeting, the primary 
school received good reviews from 
parents, but it was a different story at 
the middle school, which received the 
brunt of parent complaints.

“If you have a problem (at the 
middle school), call me and Kim 
Hammond and I will talk to you,” said 
Lukich. “Putting grades 4, 5, 6, 7 and 
8 together is a bad combination for 
kids... All last year we talked about 
discipline and approved revisions in 
policy. The result isn’t maybe what we 
want, but our intention is to keep at 
it. Student behavior is number one...
Stay tuned.”

He also discussed staff morale as a 
board priority.

“Staff morale wasn’t what the board 
wanted...their concern was to turn 
it around. Over the last year...state 
changes in retirement haven’t helped. 
How do you turn around morale? How 
do you get someone to like their job?” 
he asked. 

Lukich didn’t offer any solutions or 
programs to improve teacher morale. 
Nor was he specific in how they are 
addressing discipline.  

Fleet identified solutions based on 
his experience as a high school princi-
pal and district superintendent. 

When he joined the school board 
three years ago, he said he found stu-
dents talked back to teachers. In the 
three years since, he noted discipline 
has not improved. 

Fleet said he supported the idea of 
adding a full-time resource officer at 
the middle school.

“If a student is sent out of the class-

room, you don’t send them back to 
class,” he said.  

When children behaved badly when 
he was principal, he had them stand in 
a corner of his office facing the wall. 

“Sometimes I left kids standing in 
my office...but they didn’t come back 
that day or the next or even the next 
week,” said Fleet. “We need to bring 
parents into school if a kid is sent to the 
office two times...or leave him in ISS 
(in-school suspension) until the parent 
comes in.” 

Fleet also suggested a Saturday class 
as punishment for kids with discipline 
problems and said parents should 
be held responsible for their child’s 
behavior.

Fleet noted students with 15 to 30 
referrals in the first months of school. 

“We can’t let these numbers go on. 
We’ve got to begin to do something 
and not just talk and talk,” he said.

Lukich and Fleet address middle school discipline
by Audrey Thomasson

Community voices concerns regarding Lancaster schools
continued from page A2

Invest in your 
hometown;
Shop Local!
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CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
Join us for refreshments! 

Friday, Dec. 14 from 1-3 pm
Reminisce about your past travels 

and make plans for your next 
“ADVENTURE”!

Adventure Travel
453C N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA

presents
the third annual

Sacred Carol Concerts

Sunday, December 16, 5 & 7 p.m.
A limited number of 2011 Concert CDs 

available after each concert for a donation 
of $10. To reserve a CD, call 435-6761 by Dec. 13.

Hosted by:
White Stone United Methodist Church

Admission donations will go to the local 
Red Cross chapter & Interfaith

I lost my grandfather to com-
plications from Alzheimer’s 

disease eight months ago, the 
day after Valentine’s Day. He 
had just been selected as the 
Sweetheart King at Farnham 
Manor, where he spent the last 
year of his life. 

My grandfather, William 
L. Parks, or Pop-Pop as he 
was known to many, was a 
waterman whose family had 
migrated to Lancaster Coun-
ty’s waterfront village of Mor-
attico from Tangier Island 
in 1933 when he was 7 years 
old. On many evenings, during 
the last years of his life, he’d 
ask to go back to his boyhood 
home on the Chesapeake Bay 
island. Although he was sitting 
in the living room of the house 
where he’d lived most of his 
life, his mind wasn’t connect-
ing that house as his home. He 
was living in a different time 
period.

The desire to return to a 
childhood home is a common 
request of Alzheimer’s patients, 
according to Frank McCarthy, 
who serves on the Northern 
Neck/Middle Peninsula advi-
sory board of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. 

McCarthy and other asso-
ciation directors and volun-
teers chaired a “Reason to 
Hope” breakfast in Lancaster 
County in October as a means 
of increasing awareness of 
the disease and raising funds 
for the association. I was the 
Record reporter assigned to 
cover the breakfast, but as soon 
as McCarthy asked people who 
had a loved one with the dis-
ease to stand, I was personally 
drawn in. 

The stories from caregiv-
ers sounded all too familiar. 
There’s the paranoia and hal-
lucinations that come with 
Sundown Syndrome. There 
are items lost and hidden. 
There’s the repetitive conver-
sations and familiar names 
of items and people that can’t 
be remembered. There are the 
accusations and anger directed 
at caregivers. And there are the 
requests to return home and 
the inquiries about loved ones 

Illuminating White Stone
The Mount Vernon Baptist Church children’s choir (above) 
performed Christmas carols last Friday at the Walk in a 
Winter Wonderland event on the Village Green in White 
Stone. Santa arrived aboard a fire truck. The tree-lighting 
event was sponsored by the White Stone Business Association. 
To view more Christmas event coverage, go to RRecord.com. 
Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Correction
In a recent article, it was 

reported that Partners for 
Sacred Places project manager 
Daniel Duffy was reported as 
saying “the average congrega-
tion benefits its community by 
over $4 billion a year.”  How-
ever, the correct figure is $4 
million a year.

Shop Local!
Invest in your hometown;

Orange long-hair w/some white 
on tail. Lost at Kilmarnock Vet 
Office Dec. 10. If found, please 
call 435-0243 or 436-3583.

LOST CAT

Garfield

The “Hooked on You” bracelet 
at left is from the 

Rivah Collection by Burkes.

Choose from over 70 
coastal swap top creations for 

that unique holiday gift.

Go From Zero to Hero in Sixty Seconds.
{There goes another happy Burkes’ girl.} 

FINE JEWELERS

  Burkes Fine Jewelers. It’s a Northern Neck Tradition.     86 South Main Street   Kilmarnock, Virginia   804-435-1302   burkesjewelers.com
x

Alzheimer’s touches home
Series concludes
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The Rappahannock Record will close at noon today, December 
13, for a staff Christmas party. The office will reopen at 9 a.m. 
Friday.

The December 20 issue will be the final one in 2012 since the 
paper will not be published during Christmas week. The office 
will be closed December 20-27 and on January 1. The first issue 
in 2013 will be published on January 3.

William Parks reads a storybook with his great-granddaughter, Rachel Valdrighi. 

already deceased. 
I remember the first time 

my grandfather asked me why 
my mother hadn’t come to his 
house in so long, and my tell-
ing him mom had died several 
years earlier. He looked so dis-
traught and  sadly said, “Oh 
that’s right, I remember.” It was 
as if I was telling him for the 
first time he’d lost a child. After 
that I would change the sub-
ject or say mom was coming 
another time. 

During the last two years of 
his life my grandfather never 
called me by my name, and 
I think he thought I was my 
mom. I never corrected him. 

The first time I realized my 
grandfather was struggling 
with dementia was 12 years 
ago exactly when my daughter 
was born on December 1. My 
aunt, Lorraine Dixon, called to 
tell him the good news — the 
baby had arrived. His answer 
was simply, “What baby?” He 
said he must have forgotten I 
was pregnant. 

Gradually, the disease pro-
gressed. I think he hid it well 
for many years until my mother 
died in 2005. Our family doctor 
warned us that a traumatic 
event like the loss of a spouse 
or child may accelerate the dis-
ease, and it did. 

My aunt was burdened with 
the primary caregiving, paying 

his bills, doing his grocery 
shopping, cooking for him and 
staying with him most nights. 
We had private duty sitters 
a few nights a week and my 
brother and I took turns spend-
ing the night. But as the disease 
progressed, caregiving became 
more than we could handle. 
My husband’s grandmother 
had died from Alzheimer’s 
years before my grandfa-
ther was ever diagnosed so, 
unfortunately, I knew what to 
expect. 

When Pop-Pop became too 
unsteady on his feet — fall-
ing several times in a 24-hour 
period — his family doctor 
recommended round-the-
clock supervision. And even-
tually, the difficult decision 
was made to move Pop-Pop 

from his home to Farnham 
Manor, where the nurses and 
staff were compassionate and 
faithful to his needs. It was the 
right decision. 

According to the Alzheim-
er’s Association, every 68 sec-
onds someone develops the 
disease. In Virginia, more than 
130,000 people are living with 
Alzheimer’s. Once referred to 
as senility, it is now the sixth 
leading cause of death in 
America. 

Sadly, the disease has 
touched both my family and 
my husband’s family. Watch-
ing someone you love struggle 
to remember names, carry on 
a conversation or ask for a 
deceased loved one is heart-
breaking. And it’s something 
no one should have to do.

Record office 
announces closings
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“We Service Everything We Sell”

           
APPLIANCE  & PROPANE 

Since 1939 
17 South Main Street, Kilmarnock

N   BLETT
We will be open till 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 14.

KILMARNOCK’S
34TH ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS PARADE
FRIDAY, DEC. 14TH 7:00 P.M.

Dixie Deli

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

ALL LINES OF

INSURANCE

435-1677
KILMARNOCK

ESTABLISHED

IN 1959

Experience a 
Kilmarnock Tradition 

34 years strong

be there too!

No parking on Main Street after 6 p.m.
Sponsored by                         & Dominion VA Power

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE 
THROUGHOUT 2012.

CELEBRATING OUR 27TH YEAR!

Town Bistro
Come by our Special Food Booth
on our patio for hot dogs, burgers

and clam chowder. 
5:30 p.m. until
804-435-0070

All proceeds go to support the
Northern Neck Free Health Clinic.

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

 John R. George, no fixed address, was 
charged December 7 with manufacturing/
possession of illegal narcotics; George 
was arrested after being stopped for a traf-
fic violation. 
Misdemeanors

A Reedville man, 24, was charged 
December 4 on a Northumberland County 
warrant with possession of marijuana. 

A Buzzards Neck Road man, 18, was 
charged December 4 with shoplifting. 

A Turner Lane man, 43, was charged 
December 4 with issuing a bad check. 

A Kilmarnock area man, 27, was 
charged December 5 with contempt of a 
court order. 

 An Iberis Road man, 54, was charged 
December 6 with contempt of a Rich-
mond County court.

 A Morattico Road man, 32, was 
charged December 6 with contempt of 
court. 
Activity report

December 3 : Staff responded with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to the inter-
section of Mary Ball and Goodluck roads 
for a traffic crash involving a school bus. 

December 4 : Staff received a report 
from the 4800 block of White Chapel Road 
of buckshot damages to a house (vinyl 
siding, $100 loss), received a larceny and 
vandalism report from the 18800 block of 
Mary Ball Road (three cases motor oil, 
auto buffers and sanders, power drills, 22” 
Stihl chain saws; $1,500 loss), received a 
larceny report from the 200 block of E. 
Highview Drive (roofing paper, 27” flat 
screen tv, blue ray disc player, 2 gallon 
Campbell Hausfield air compressor; 
$460 loss), notified Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) of a downed/
missing traffic sign at Irvington Road and 
Yorkshire Street, attempted to locate and 
intercept a reported reckless driver in the 
Chinns Mill area, received from a Mos-
quito Beach Lane resident a report of the 
theft/loss of a wallet (women’s maroon 
eel skin wallet with cash; $385 loss), 
responded to a motorist’s report of striking 
a dog in White Stone/Irvington area, and 
checked on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not be made (no 

emergency services needed). 
December 5 : Staff responded with 

VSP to a two-vehicle traffic crash at Lum-
berlost and Weems roads, and responded 
with the Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to assist a wheelchair bound 
person who was stuck in a ditch on Wig-
gins Avenue. 

December 6 : Staff checked on the 
well-being of a Taylors Creek Road resi-
dent at the request of a concerned family 
member (no emergency services needed), 
received a larceny report from a Summers 
Lane resident (assorted jewelry, values not 
determined at this time), and impounded a 
motor vehicle after making a traffic stop 
and finding that the driver was suspended 
for a DUI related offense. 

December 7 : Staff intercepted a 
reported suspicious vehicle in the Lit-
walton/Nuttsville area (no criminal inci-
dent involved), notified Northumberland 
authorities of a complaint of a person 
missing from the 7700 block of Jessie 
Dupont Memorial Highway, and received 
a walk-in complaint of a domestic dis-
turbance. The Student Resource Officer 
(SRO) received complaints of illegal pos-
session of drugs at Lancaster igh School 
(LHS) (juvenile petitions filed on Dec. 
10). Staff responded to assist Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) with a call on S. 
Main Street, and responded with assis-
tance from KPD to a fight call on Twin 
Branch Road.

December 8:  Staff responded to 
a possible mental health emergency on 
Eagle Point Road and, at the request 
of Middlesex authorities, responded to 
Reynolds Farm Road to check on the 
well-being of the owner of an abandoned 
vehicle involved in a traffic crash. Staff 
responded to a landlord/tenant dispute 
on Washington Street, notified the game 
warden of a complaint about goose hunt-
ing on Carters Creek, notified the game 
warden of a trespass by hunting complaint 
in the 1300 block of Windmill Point Road, 
received a complaint of a lost/stolen cell 
phone, responded with VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash near the intersection 
of River and Western Branch roads, noti-
fied animal control and the game warden 
of a dog in the Merry Point area believed 
to have been shot by a hunter, responded 
to West Point Road on a complaint of 
hunters in the roadway, seized suspected 
illegal narcotics from an inmate report-

ing to serve a weekend sentence (criminal 
charges pending), assisted VSP involved 
in a traffic stop on Devils Bottom Road, 
and responded to a domestic disturbance 
in the 1900 block of River Road. 

December 9 : Staff responded to the 
400 block of Buzzards Neck Road for an 
unknown problem call that was received 
by Middlesex authorities (no criminal 
incident involved; no emergency services 
needed).

December 10 : Staff responded with 
VSP to a single-vehicle traffic crash near 
River and Mary Ball roads (River Road 
closed at Litwalton for approximately 30 
minutes due to traffic crash), received a 
credit card fraud report from an attorney 
handling a decedent’s estate, received an 
annoying telephone calls complaint from 
a Mollusk area resident, and received a 
larceny report from a Greentown Road 
resident (prescription narcotics; $15 loss). 

December 11:  Staff responded to a 
disturbance call at LHS.
 Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a traffic crash at Mary 
Ball and Good Luck roads, to a lift assist 
on Wiggins Avenue, with the White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department to a kitchen 
appliance fire in the 18300 block of Mary 
Ball Road, and with the White Stone fire-
men and Department of Forestry to a 
brush fire on Crab Point Road.

The White Stone VFD also responded 
to a traffic crash at Lumberlost and Weems 
roads.

The Upper Lancaster VFD responded 
to traffic crashes at River and Western 
Branch roads and at River and Mary Ball 
roads.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
charges against 11 individuals.
Felonies

Joseph P. Stargell, 30, of Reedville was 
charged December 3 with breaking and 
entering into a residence at night time.

Charley Lee Jenkins, 33, of Callao was 
charged December 3 with grand larceny.

Laurie J. Stone, 50, of Chesterfield was 
charged December 5 with grand larceny 
and damaging property.

Renata L. Daye, 31, of Heathsville was 
charged December 7 with grand larceny, 
forgery, uttering, credit card fraud and 
seven counts of petit larceny.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 45, was charged 

December 2 with trespassing after being 
forbidden to do so.

A Heathsville woman, 53, was charged 
December 3 with two counts of assault 
and battery.

A Warsaw man, 20, was charged 
December 5 with assault and battery.

A Callao woman, 26, was charged 
December 8 with no rabies shots, no 
county tag, and failing to provide water 
for her animal.

A Callao man, 26, was charged Decem-
ber 8 with no rabies shots, no county 
tag, and failing to provide water for his 
animal.

A Heathsville man, 55, was charged 
December 8 with assault and battery.

A Heathsville man, 32, was charged 
December 8 with assault and battery.

RICHMOND—Canine teams 
from two states recently gradu-
ated at the Virginia State Police 
Training Academy in Chesterfield 
County. Twelve teams accepted 
their graduation certificates and 
then provided a series of canine 
demonstrations. 

Each team has completed 13 
weeks of intensive, hands-on 
training to achieve graduation, 
according to Virginia State Police 
public relations director Corinne 
N. Geller. The teams included 
narcotics-detection canines and 
patrol canines.

The canine teams included Vir-
ginia State Police and North Car-
olina Highway Patrol troopers, a 
Roanoke County Police officer, 
and deputies with the Washington 
County, Westmoreland County, 
and Rutherford County, N.C., 
sheriff’s offices. Also graduat-
ing were three new Virginia State 
Police canine instructors/trainers. 

Westmoreland County Sher-
iff’s Deputy B.C. Davis and Zena 
were among the graduates.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Westmoreland County Sher-
iff ’s Deputy B.C. Davis and 
Zena.

Canine teams 
graduate from
state academy

 Ferry operating
The Merry Point Ferry carrying Route 

604 traffic across the Corrotoman River in 
Lancaster County has resumed service.

 The ferry ceased operations Decem-
ber 3 due to a malfunctioning fuel pump, 
and remained out of service until repairs 
could be made, according to the Virginia 
Department of Transportation.

 First Aid courses
The Kilmarnock-Lancaster County Vol-

unteer Rescue Squad will offer Basic First 
Aid and Bloodborne Pathogens classes 
from 6 to 9 p.m. January 14 and CPR & 
AED  from 6 to 9 p.m. January 23.

Register with Capt. Erik Brown 
at  kilmarnockrescue@yahoo.com, or 
435-1474.  Classes will be held at the 
rescue squad building at 61 Harris Road 
in Kilmarnock.

NEWS BREAK

 Volunteers needed
American Red Cross chapters serv-

ing Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties seek volunteers to help in all 
types of disasters, office work, blood 
drives, events and fundraising. Train-
ing will be provided.

In Lancaster, call the River Counties 
Chapter at 435-7669. In Northumber-
land, call the Northumberland County 
Chapter at 580-4933.
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Specialty Shops, Antiques & Treasures

Jean’s Bargain
Center

“Why Buy New When Used Will Do”
Special 50% off Sale – Dec. 14 & 15

Decorations & Sweaters
Name Brand Clothing for your family

Perfect for the Holidays!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat: 9-5 • 804-580-2850
Route 360 • Between Heathsville & Burgess

BURGESS HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

HOURS: TUES. thru SAT. 10:30-4:30 PM
Check us out on Facebook

Burgess, VA  (804) 453-5900 

Just In Time For The Holidays
Big SALE! 10-40% off Storewide

Old, New & In-between

The General Store
Antiques & Collectibles

10% to 20% off
 Antiques, Country Formal, Primitives
Orientals, Silver, Paintings & Jewelry

Something for Everyone . . .

684 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

A Multi-Dealer Mall located in
Essex Square Shopping Center

Sales up to 50% off 
Come browse our store for furniture, glassware,

jewelry, coins, trains and lots more! 
Open 6 Days a Week closed Wednesday

5757 Richmond Rd. • Warsaw • 804-333-0581
Mon.-Sat. 10 AM-5 PM • Sun. 12-5 PM

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

Weekly Sale Thurs. thru Sun., Dec. 13-16
20% off Entire Boutique

Including CHAMILIA Jewelry, Tervis 
Tumblers & Wreaths (excludes fresh) 
Follow Daily Sales on Facebook  

           Ladies Boutique

804-333-6600
5445 Richmond Rd. • Warsaw, VA

All Christmas 25% off
Many other Storewide Discounts

Monday-Saturday 10-5 • Sunday 12-5

Don’t know what they want or 
need? An ACE Gift Card is

always the right color & size.
Open 7:30-5:00 M/F  7:30-4:00 Sat

3010 Northumberland Hwy
Lottsburg, VA  ~ allisonsacehardware.com

We’re here to keep you going . . .
Gift Certificates Available

Tires, Inspections, Oil Changes,
Front End Alignments, Custom Wheels and more.

804-333-4635                   804-435-6338
Warsaw, VA                      Kilmarnock, VA

5345 Jessie Dupont Mem. Hwy.
Heathsville, VA 22473

(Located in Wicomico Church)
(804) 580-8419

Toll Free 866-580-8419

Joe McGrath
Owner/Operator

308 North Main Street • Kilmarnock, Va 22482
804-435-8818 • Fax: 804-435-8898 • Mon.-Fri 9am-6pm & Sat 9am-2pm

Select Cards & Gift Items
Home Health & Durable Equipment

FREE Local Delivery

SECONDHAND ROSE
THRIFT, ANTIQUE & CONSIGNMENT SHOP

Wishing you  Merry Christmas
and a Happy  New Year

We will be closed Sunday, December 23 thru Wednesday,
December 26, will reopen Thursday, December 27

Peggy Rennolds
Linda Ball

Including Jewelry, Bows, Scarfs, Purses, Sewing 
Baskets, American Girl Doll Clothes 

& Toddler Dresses

Christmas Gifts

Give the gift that keeps on giving...

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales

804-435-2021
405 North Main Street

(across from McDonalds) Kilmarnock, Va.

 Discounted Building Supply 
& Surplus  804-333-1234
We specialize in offering surplus 

building supplies (windows, doors and 
cabinets) at huge discounts. 

All SPECIAL ORDERS are also 
DISCOUNTED  

Great service. Discounted prices. 
Located in the ED LEWIS MARINE building 

2721 Richmond Rd., Warsaw, Virginia 
804-333-1234

Northumberland 
Pharmacy

Gift Certifi cates Available
Select Cards & Gift Items

Home Health & Durable Equipment

6954 Northumberland Hwy., Heathsville, VA
804-580-4940 Fax: 804-580-4942 • Mon.-Fri. 9am - 6pm

Wildest Dreams Boutique★ ★
Women’s Fashion Clothing

804-453-9453

Special Sales
Throughout the month of December.

Holiday Clothing

702 Jessie Dupont Hwy Burgess, VA 

The 
Perfect Touch
% OFF CHRISTMAS
MERCHANDISE
Thursday, Friday & Saturday

December ,  & 
Tues.-Sat.  -  or by appointment

Rt. , Lively, VA. 
- -

2248 Hampton Hall Road, Rt. 202                          804-529-5210

Lilian Lumber True Value
Paint and Home Center

Start Right, Start Here
Friday Dec.14, Saturday Dec.15

20% Off Gift Department, 
Bicycles, and much more.
Always Free Gift Wrapping

Open 7:30-5:00 Mon. - Fri., 8:00-3:00 Sat. 
Rt. 360, Burgess, Va. 804-453-4911

‘DISCOVERIES’
... AT WICOMICO PARISH

Craft Supplies for the Holidays, 
Gift Baskets, Unique Handcrafted 

Decorations, Gift Certificates

25-30% storewide sale 
(excludes Designer Items)

Open Thurs. - Sat. 10 - 4

Bring this ad in for an additional 10% off

Have a 
Safe
and

Happy Holiday!
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Over the years I have mentioned the late 
Robert H. Burgess a number of times 

in this column, in which efforts I attempted 
to find an original superlative to describe his 
lifelong efforts to document the history of 
the Chesapeake Bay and its various forms of 
marine commerce. Not long before his death I 
also came to know his son, Bruce, whose own 
life is as interesting as his father’s, although 
their respective professions in many  ways 
have been quite different.

Bruce is an architect, who graduated from 
Virginia Tech, and has practiced his profes-
sion across the Commonwealth. One of his 
most recent projects has been the design and 
planning of the church hall addition to the 
Heathsville United Methodist Church. Addi-
tions to historic structures often do not mea-
sure up to the spirit and theme of the original 
building, but in this case, Bruce has produced 
both a practical and an artistic complement to 
the old church.

Heathsville has lost much of the fabric of 
its history over the last several decades, which 
makes all the more fitting the church’s deci-
sion to preserve their presence on the main 
corner in the village, indeed to enhance it. 

Bruce grew up in the tradition of learning 
from the past, and putting it to contemporary 
use. Without his father, our knowledge of the 
history of bay commerce and transportation 
would be vastly less. No one better understood 
the dynamism of tradition than Robert Bur-
gess, and fortunately he passed that knowl-
edge on to his son.

About a decade ago , Bruce and wife, Mary 
Alice, moved to the Northern Neck, settling 
into an historic house near White Stone. 
Bruce is fascinated with historic buildings. 
He delights in examining them from their 

basement bones through the wood shingles on 
their roofs. Watching him analyze a building 
is an education for the beholder.

Bruce and Mary Alice spend their summers 
in Vermont, where they conduct biking tours 
of the area. While here, their passion is the 
Northern Neck Orchestra. Bruce is a gifted 
musician whose instrument is the trumpet. In 
the orchestra’s recent concert, at one point he 
gave a memorable solo, standing with his mane 
of white hair accentuating the golden brass of 
the trumpet. In conversation, he frequently 
mentions the importance of supporting music 
in our schools in order for future generations 
to come along realizing that knowledge of 
music is not a luxury, but a necessity.

His role in the orchestra is more than in the 
realm of performance, as both he and Mary 
Alice labor unceasingly to arrange many of 
the side details that make the performances 
possible. Each of them serves as an officer of 
the orchestra’s board where they have given of 
their time to every aspect of its function.

Music is a focal point of their lives, and an 
interest they share equally. Mary Alice has 
promoted student attendance at performances, 
and has written press releases and program 

articles to advance the orchestra’s presence in 
the community. She is ubiquitous at the per-
formances, having a handle on everything that 
is taking place.

Architecture and music might be Bruce’s 
career niches, but his avocation is keeping 
alive the work his father began decades ago. 
Robert H. Burgess came along at a time when 
no one else was doing what he was, namely, 
traveling up and down the water, into every 
tributary and around every island, photo-
graphing and documenting what was being 
lost through the ravages of time and neglect. 
I do not exaggerate in saying that what we 
know of the steamboats today is largely due 
to his ceaseless work in recording what they 
were, who built them, where they went and 
who traveled on them. When not designing  
a building, biking in Vermont or playing the 
trumpet, Bruce has spent much of his time 
conserving and preserving his father’s legacy. 

Next Tuesday is Bruce’s birthday, hence, I 
take the occasion to wish him the best, advis-
ing him in the words of the late Bibb Graves, 
one-time governor of Alabama, “to keep on 
keeping on” in all of his ventures.

“Ad multos annos!”  

Additions to historic struc-
tures often do not measure 
up to the spirit and theme of 
the original building, but in 
this case, Bruce has produced 
both a practical and an 
artistic complement to the 
old church.

Focal Point

Rockfishing on the Rappahannock River

Photo by Garnett Fisher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

150 years ago this month
December 1862: 

The Battle of Fredericksburg

December 3-10: Naval engagements take 
place between at least eight Union ships 
along the Rappahannock River and Confed-
erate artillery batteries onshore near Port 
Royal. Brown’s artillery forces of Jackson’s 
Corps had been situated at various points to 
prevent any crossing of the Union army in 
that area.

  
December 11: Union General Burnside 

orders his artillery, on the north side of the 
Rappahannock River in Falmouth, to bom-
bard Lee’s Confederate troops entrenched 
in the City of Fredericksburg on the south 
shore. The Union rains destruction on the 
city with some 8,000 projectiles from 150 
guns.  According to an eyewitness, “Rapidly 
the huge guns vomited forth their terrible 
shot and shell into every corner and thor-
oughfare.” The attack can even be heard 12 
miles to the south by Jackson’s forces near 
Rappahannock Academy.

Some Union soldiers also row across the 
river and skirmish with Confederate marks-
men in one of the Civil War’s rare instances 
of urban street fighting. Meanwhile, Union 
engineers finish building the pontoon bridges 
to carry the army across the river. By eve-
ning, most of the 130,000 men have crossed 
over and are in Fredericksburg or east of the 
city. 

   
December 12: Union troops settle into 

the city but there is no effort to organize an 
attack. Instead, they squander the day loot-
ing and vandalizing homes and shops. A 
Connecticut chaplain described some of this 
shameful behavior:  “I saw men break down 
the doors to rooms of fine houses, enter, 
shatter the looking glasses with the blow 
of the ax, [and] knock the vases and lamps 
off the mantelpiece with a careless swing ... 
A cavalry man sat down at a fine rosewood 
Piano ... drove his saber through the polished 
keys, then knocked off the top [and] tore out 
the strings...”

December 13: Burnside issues attack 
orders. The Battle of Fredericksburg unfolds 
in an area bounded on the east by the Rappa-
hannock River and on the west by a seven-

mile line of hills fortified by the Confeder-
ates with mounted guns backed by infantry 
support. In the morning, General Meade’s 
Union troops head for Jackson’s Confederate 
line about a mile away at Prospect Hill, but 
are stopped by artillery fire. Major Pelham 
had positioned two small guns in the path 
of Meade’s approach, near the intersection 
of the Richmond Stage Road (now Route 17 
Business/ Route 2) and Hamilton’s Crossing 
Road (Now Route 636).  Pelham fires on the 
Union for nearly an hour. The 9th Virginia 
Cavalry provides support for this conflict.  

 When Pelham exhausts his ammunition, 
Meade resumes his march. Jackson allows 
the Union to draw close then unleashes the 
14-gun battalion he has hidden in the trees. 
The 40th Virginia Infantry takes part in this 
action. Union guns respond and an artillery 
duel rages for an hour, killing so many draft 
animals that the Confederates call their posi-
tion “Dead Horse Hill.” In the end, Jackson 
drives back the exhausted and outnumbered 
Union force.    

Another Union attack is mounted at 
Marye’s Heights. Union soldiers have to 
march out of the city, cross a valley and 
canal, and ascend an open slope to reach the 
base of the heights.  Confederate infantry 
and artillery along a sunken road behind a 
stone wall near the ridge fire thousands of 
rounds of canister and rifle balls down upon 
the enemy. The Union forces continue wave 
after wave of attacks from noon until dark, 
but they are easy targets and are decimated 
by the Confederate cannons and rifles. 

December 15-16: The Union army with-
draws back across the river where Burnside 
considers continuing the attack. Lincoln 
decides, however, the troops have had 
enough and should return to Washington. 

The Battle of Fredericksburg involved 
130,000 Union troops and 83,000 Confeder-
ate forces.  The Confederates suffered 5,300 
casualties. Of the 12,600 Union soldiers 
killed, wounded, or missing, more than 8,000 
fell in front of the stone wall.  

This article is provided by the Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee and Mary Ball Washington Museum 
& Library. Research sources include the 
National Park Service and Civil War North-
ern Neck by Ed Trexler.

Civil War Sesquicentennial Notes

YOUR LETTERS

President Obama proposes 
to raise taxes on those making 
over $250,000. 

He says it is only fair the 3% 
who pay 40% of all income 
taxes pay more. This is class 
warfare which will yield 
about $89 billion towards the 
$1 trillion annual deficit. This 
leaves a shortfall of $911 bil-
lion.

Who is next?
Maybe we should increase 

the taxes for bald men fol-
lowed by overweight women 
and landowners. It should 
be obvious we can not raise 
taxes enough to cover the 
annual deficit, let alone pay 
down the existing $16 trillion 
debt. Some revenue growth is 
needed in conjunction with 
dynamic cost cutting.

A fairer plan would be 
to eliminate all deductions 
and make all income tax-
able including welfare, ADC, 
housing allowances and food 
stamps. The current tax rates 
should be adjusted to be as 
close to revenue neutral as 
possible and a minimum tax 
rate of 4% established. Every-
body has an interest to keep 
expenditures down. 

Many taxpayers who cur-
rently have large deductions 
will pay more, plus this gets 
the 42% of individuals and 
companies like GE who cur-
rently pay no income tax. 
This effectively broadens the 
tax base and results in signifi-
cant increased revenue.

Social Security payments 
and other incomes which have 
been previously taxed should 
not be taxed again.

President Obama says 
those who object to his plan 
are holding hostage middle 
income tax breaks to protect 
the rich. Half of those being 
protected are employers 
and most of the rest is capi-
tal gains needed to fund the 
economy.

In reality we have a vindic-
tive ideologue with an irra-
tional compulsion to punish 
the wealthy and redistribute 
their money to those less dili-
gent. Just because someone 
has money does not give me 
a right to steal it, either with a 
gun or taxation.

Charles R. Burrell, 
Irvington 

Another plan

Read 2 Timothy 3: 1-7.
They all look to their own 

greedy way in narcissistic 
slumber. They madly work 
on ‘fellow man’ in the dev-
ilry to covet and debase all 
across our landscape.

It is their wicked nature to 
lie, steal, and destroy. Defile-
ment truly comes from an 
impure heart, and an unclean 
spirit of feeling unloved.

The wicked, vile, and mur-
derous mind is a cranium of 
utter ignorance. They can 
search in that lost maze of 
abhorrent misery all their 
lives. Sadly, the maniacal 
suffering leaves a scarred 

Lovers of themselves

soul exhibiting the psycho-
pathic behavior of rebellion.

Thus, their predatory plun-
der can ravage relationships 
with loving family, compan-
ions, and fellow brethren.

Mammon, in this mindless 
framing of life, is the scur-
rilous bounty brought by our 
humankind. 

The weakened are those 
who have been repeatedly 
attacked and slaughtered 
by these demonic jackals of 
destruction.

It is again time to pray 
for our lawmakers, neigh-
bors, relatives, loved ones 
in these perilous days. The 
miraculous, inner spirit of 
God can rebirth the souls of 
those in need. Thus, release 
His supernatural power, and 
have God reprove the igno-
minious.

Douglas Cook, 
Wicomico Church

I attended the Community 
for Schools meeting (CFS) 
last Tuesday at Dreamfields. 
The number of concerned 
citizens who displayed an 
interest in our school by their 
attendance heartened me.  It 
is obvious that we have prob-
lems in our schools and the 
overwhelming theme was 
that we are in crisis.

 This is not a condemna-
tion on the entire teaching 
and professional staffs in our 
schools.  There is some good 
and exciting learning taking 
place.  But rather it points 
to the fact that there are too 
many situations occurring in 
our schools that are not con-
ducive to a healthy school 
atmosphere.

We must foster an environ-
ment where our children feel 
safe, discipline is the order 
of the day, and kids come to 
school prepared to learn.  We 
must raise up the child, not 
lower the standards .

In the preferred situa-
tion, students come to learn, 
teachers to teach and admin-
istrators to enforce policies, 
a school board to set policies 
and a board of supervisors to 
provide funding.  I believe 
we have enough laws on the 
books.  The problem is that 
there is not a strict and fair 
enforcement of the policies.

We must say what we mean 
and mean what we say and 
the students and parents 
must understand that there 
are consequences for their 
actions.  Students must come 
to school with good disci-
pline and socialization skills 
learned at home.  

It is time to rethink the 
alternative school solution.  
We have a small core of bad 
students who are ruining it 
for everyone else.  If they 
can’t ride the bus correctly 
and learn in the traditional 
setting, other solutions must 
be explored.

As parents, we must take 
more responsibility for our 
children. 

Lloyd N. Hill.
Weems

School in crisis

Merry Christmas.
You’ll be hearing that a lot in 

the coming days. You’ve prob-
ably already heard it. You may 
have even wished it upon a few 
folks yourself.

Chances are you’ve heard it 
and spoke it all your life around 
about this time of the year.

I have.
Folks have been greeting one 

another with “Merry Christmas” 
for at least 300 years—or more.

Most reliable sources indicate 
an English admiral first used it in 
a letter in 1669.

The English are quick to note 
that Charles Dickens used it in 
“A Christmas Carol” in 1843.

But the English don’t have a 
corner on it.

While it is a traditional 
greeting in the modern sense 
in both English and American 
phraseology, similar greetings 
have evolved in other languages 
worldwide. Feliz Navidad, 
Joyeux Noel, Fröhliche Weih-
nachten, Buone Feste Natalizie...

It may be the most popular 
of Christmas greetings, but as 
greetings go there have been 
some uttered by U.S. presidents 
worthy of sharing.

“To the American People: 
Christmas is not a time or a 
season but a state of mind. To 
cherish peace and good will, to 
be plenteous in mercy, is to have 
the real spirit of Christmas. If 
we think on these things, there 
will be born in us a Savior and 
over us will shine a star sending 
its gleam of hope to the world.” 
—Calvin Coolidge, 1927.

“On Christmas, we celebrate 
the birth of Christ with prayer, 
feasting, and great merriment. 
But, most of all, we experience 
it in our hearts. For, more than 
just a day, Christmas is a state of 
mind. It is found throughout the 
year whenever faith overcomes 
doubt, hope conquers despair, 
and love triumphs over hate. It is 
present when men of any creed 
bring love and understanding to 
the hearts of their fellow man. 
The feeling is seen in the won-
drous faces of children and in 
the hopeful eyes of the aged. It 
overflows the hearts of cheerful 
givers and the souls.” —Ronald 
Reagan, 1981.

“Love, peace, joy, hope — 
so many beautiful words are 
woven through our Christmas 
songs and prayers and tradi-
tions. As we celebrate this 
last Christmas of the 20th 
century, let us resolve to build 
a future where all people 
learn to love one another and 
to live together in harmony; 
where our children know true 
joy; and where our hopes 
for peace, freedom, and 
prosperity for all are finally 
realized.”—Bill Clinton, 
1999.

“We don’t know all of God’s 
ways, yet the Christmas story 
promises that God’s purpose 
is justice and His plan is 
peace.”—George W. Bush, 
2003.
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NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons 

Parking Lots Will Be Closed
This Friday, Dec. 14, at 6:45 pm

No Entrance/Exit To Main Street Until 
8:00 pm For Christmas Parade

 

Do you remember?
The Lancaster High School Red Devils Marching Band participated in the 1990 Richmond 
Christmas Parade. Ebony Williams is marching without an instrument because recording 
artist/songwriter Paul Simon borrowed it at the last minute to play on his float along with 
Chevy Chase and Steve Martin, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do 
you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum. Photo by John Wilson

YOUR LETTERS

Among the many myths cir-
culating about the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act 
(PPACA), one of the most dam-
aging is the idea that it will do 
away with the need for a health 
care “safety net” to protect the 
poor and uninsured.

This unfortunate perception 
has resulted in some people 
asking if the Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic was plan-
ning to dissolve itself when the 
act is fully implemented.

The answer is an emphatic 
“no!”  Here’s why.  Accord-
ing to the Virginia Health Care 
Foundation, right now there 
are about 700,000 low-income 
Virginians who have no medi-
cal insurance. These folks are 
generally eligible for free clinic 
services, yet clinics statewide 
are able to serve only about one 
tenth of that number.

If Virginia fully implements 
the act’s Medicaid expansion 
provisions (which it may or 
may not do) perhaps 400,000 
of these folks will become 
eligible for Medicaid or sub-
sidized insurance through an 
exchange. Even in the best case, 
some 300,000 low-income Vir-
ginians will remain uninsured 
and in need of “safety net” ser-
vices, continuing to strain the 
capacity of free clinics.

While free clinics will remain 
an essential part of Virginia’s 
health care safety net, full 
implementation of the act may 
result in some changes in the 
way they operate. For example, 
free clinics may in the future 
choose to treat some Medic-
aid patients who meet all other 
free clinic eligibility require-
ments. Receiving a limited 
amount of Medicaid reimburse-
ment could help alleviate free 
clinics’ chronic underfunding 
and better allow them to supple-
ment the services available from 
private sector providers, who are 
likely to be overwhelmed by a 
wave of new Medicaid patients 
they neither need nor want.

The Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic needs and 
deserves your support, now and 
in the future. For many who 
need their services, free clinics 
are and will remain their only 
source of life-saving care.

 Barret E. Kean, vice president 
and general counsel, Northern 

Neck Free Health Clinic

Free clinics will
remain essential

As a longtime fan of Henry 
Lane Hull’s profiles of our 
local worthies, I was surprised 
by his bashing of the writer 
who authored the recent New 
York Times Sunday travel 
feature about the Northern 
Neck.

The writer made it quite 
clear that his familiarity with 
the “Neck” was limited, but I 
believe he made a good faith 
effort to present the positive 
image he experienced while 
he visited as a part-time 
“come here.”

 I acknowledge Mr. Hull’s 
position as a treasured local 
wordsmith and antiquarian, 
but perhaps the heavy artil-
lery was not necessary to lie 
this hapless author quite this 
low.

Karl Kozak, 
Kilmarnock

A tad harsh

A hearing is scheduled by 
DEQ December 19 to address 
the disposal of sewage sludge 
by land application on 1677.31 
acres.

No form of fertilizer causes 
more nitrogen (N) pollution 
than sludge. Only poultry litter 
causes more phosphorus (P) 
pollution. By law, 30% of the N 
in sludge is deemed “crop avail-
able.” That is the basis for deter-
mining the application rate.

Nutrient Management Plans 
submitted by Wright Trucking 
in 2001 required 120 pounds 
of “crop available” N per acre, 
meaning that 400 pounds of 
nitrogen were disposed on 
each acre. The harvested crop 
contains about 80 pounds of 
nitrogen. Assuming some deni-
trification, 50 pounds per acre, 
leaves 270 pounds of N pollu-
tion per acre (400 – 80 - 50), or 
450,000 pounds for all the pro-
posed acreage. Note that only 
23% of the N (80/350) is used 
by the crop, compared to 65% 
for conventional chemical fer-
tilization (80/120).

All the P in the sludge is 
disposed irrespective of soil P 
levels. Given an N/P ratio of 
2.5, about 160 pounds of P are 
disposed. Crops rarely require 
more than about 40 pounds of 
P per acre if the soil contains no 
P. Therefore at least 120 pounds 
of P per acre, or 200,000 pounds 
of P for the total proposed acre-
age, are cheaply disposed.

According to the 2005 JLARC 
HD#89 “Review of Land Appli-
cation of Biosolids in Virginia”, 
farmers save between $41 and 
$71 per acre by using sludge. 
Economists have estimated the 
cost of N pollution, dubbed an 
externality, is between $0.90 
and $2.25 per pound. The 
“cheap disposal” being allowed 
by DEQ costs society more than 
the farmers save.

EPA now requires Virginia to 
reduce N and P pollution as part 
of the Total Maximum Daily 
Load process.

Citizens must wonder why 
DEQ sanctions the highly pol-
luting practice of disposing 
of sludge by land application. 
According to EPA, the land 
application of animal waste is 
responsible for 25% of Bay N 
pollution.

Perhaps DEQ should explain 
why the profits of a very few 
farmers, the trucking industry 
and wastewater treatment plants 
trump bay water quality?

Dr. Lynton S. Land,
Ophelia

Where is the
public benefit?

From one perspective, last 
November’s election was a suc-
cess for the Republican Party 
of Northumberland County. We 
carried the county for  Romney, 
Allen and Wittman by wider 
margins than in surrounding 
counties. From another perspec-
tive, last year was decidedly 
unsuccessful.

The Central Committee of 
the Republican Party of Virginia 
reversed itself and selected a 
closed convention over an open 
primary for state-wide candidate 
selection, thereby disenfranchis-
ing men and women in the mili-

Republicans
reorganize as
independents

tary and excluding independents 
and conservative Democrats.

Majority support from Vir-
ginia independent voters led to 
the Obama statewide victory in 
2008 and 2012, just as a major-
ity of Virginia independents led 
to the election of Bob McDon-
nell in 2011. Simple mathemat-
ics and recent electoral history 
demonstrates beyond dispute 
that we must have a majority 
of independents to win in the 
future. Yet despite these and 
other examples, the RPV State 
Central Committee took another 
major step towards defeat in the 
next and future elections.

On a local level, the Northum-
berland County Republican 
Committee has become deeply 
divided between conventional 
Republicans and newly arrived 
extremists who appear to have 
little interest in participating 
in Republican events but have 
enormous interest in disrupt-
ing the normal operation of the 
committee. Indeed, an orches-
trated disruption of the October 
Committee meeting required it 
be adjourned before any busi-
ness—including the November 
election—could be discussed.

Anyone who has read Atlas 
Shrugged will anticipate the end 
result of RPV Rules and extrem-
ist behavior. The majority of 
the party members who do the 
overwhelming bulk of commit-
tee work have decided to walk 
away.

As of today, the entire execu-
tive committee of the NCRC 
(including the chairman) is 
resigning. We are forming the 
Northumberland County Inde-
pendent Committee, whose 
membership will be by invita-
tion and which will not be bound 
by the rules of the RPV.

We will provide a home for 
Republicans, independents, con-
servative Democrats, and others 
who seek political involvement 
coupled with congeniality.

We look forward to advising 
you of our activities during the 
next election cycle.

Patrick J. O’Brien,
Lottsburg    

You know how when a situ-
ation comes along that needs 
attention, and everyone says, 
wow, that’s really too bad; 
“someone” should do some-
thing about that.

Well in our little community 
in the Northern Neck, we are 
very fortunate to have some 
neighbors who not only thought 
someone should do something, 
but actually followed through 
and did it. I speak of Skip 
McPherson and Cheryl Smith.    

When hurricane Sandy bar-
reled up the East Coast in late 
October, the Northern Neck 
was thankfully spared any 
significant damage. So we all 
did a big, “whew,” the big one 
missed us. Others were not 
so fortunate. Skip and Cheryl 
then had that, “you know what, 
someone should do” moment.

They saw the devastation that 
Sandy wreaked on the thou-
sands of unknown “neighbors” 
literally states away, and went 
into action.  They orchestrated 
to have people drop off blan-
kets, pet food, clothing, bottled 
water, etc., curb side at their 
house on Main Street in Reed-
ville to deliver to hurricane-
damaged areas in New Jersey.

They started off filling their 
own work trailer, then a U-haul 
truck, and finally a tractor 
trailer. Like most folks in the 
Neck, Skip and Cheryl work 
for a living. All of this cost 
money to do, and here is where 
the magic started happening. 
Other entities began assist-
ing them with donations of 
trucks and publicity. The word 
of Skip and Cheryl’s mission 
spread and hundreds of North-
ern Neckers made their way to 
Main Street to drop off dona-
tions.  

But the point of this is that, 
none of this would have hap-
pened had Skip and Cheryl not 
said to themselves, “you know 
what, someone should do,” and 
then actually did it.  And that 
is how we define a good neigh-
bor.  

P.D. and Kate O’Keefe,
Reedville

Definition of
a ‘good neighbor’

The PPACA (Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act) 
has certainly generated ques-
tions within our community 
about the future of the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic.

Let me reassure all; we will 
still be needed.  Our board is 

Clinic will
continue to evolve

this suggests the opposite of 
an entitlement and more of a 
neighbor helping a neighbor.

 Our mission is to fill the gaps 
left by the private sector.  While 
we know there will be gaps, the 
specifics are still to be formal-
ized.  Will there be Medicaid 
expansion?  Will the exchanges 
be affordable and will they be 
state or federally run?  Through 
assessing the need and strategic 
planning we hope to be in the 
best position to address these 
gaps.

 I look forward to the day 
when we are not needed.  But 
over the past 20 years, in good 
times or bad times, there has 
been a need for the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic. Please 
remember us in your charitable 
giving.

 Matt Vogel, M.D., president,
 Northern Neck Free Health 

Clinic

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

beginning our strategic plan-
ning. We are looking specifi-
cally how we can best fill the 
gaps once the PPACA is imple-
mented. This strategic planning 
process includes educational 
pieces looking how best to serve 
our community. 

Our patients take nothing for 
granted and are very apprecia-
tive.  Many are full-time or sea-
sonal workers, or hold one or 
more part-time jobs, working 
hard but at low pay. The jobs are 
important to the working of our 
community. The work they do 
doesn’t come with year-round 
insurance, and they certainly 
can’t afford the cost of insur-
ance or the out-of-pocket office 
visit fees charged.  It is believed 
that many will not be able to 
afford the exchanges offered by 
the PPACA. The majority of our 
support is through private dona-
tions and volunteerism.  All of 
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The 
Perfect Touch

Now Offering
Virginia Artists and Artisans

 Wonderful Unique Gifts

Just In Time For Christmas!

Rt. , Lively, VA
- -

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Winter Wonderland
Collection

One bracelet with
 interchangeable clasps!

Look for this trademark
Made in the USA

All designs copyrighted © LeStage Manufacturing Co. 2005

Steamboat Framing
has relocated to 

20 Winstead Drive
 Irvington

Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 10:00 - 5:00

804-438-5318

Parking available on King Carter Dr. 
and Winstead Dr.

King CarterDrive

Steamboat
Framing

Tides
Inn

Winstead Drive

P
arking

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will begin discussions 
on revenue contingency plans 
at tonight’s meeting beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. in the town hall on 
Steamboat Road.

The issue of possible town taxes 
was prompted by the county’s 
recent notification that it overpaid 
the town $17,164 in state sales 
tax revenues, according to coun-
cilman Dr. Robert Westbrook. 
Paying back the county will cost 
the town about $715 a month over 
31 months.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
town council has a light 
agenda for its final meeting of 
the year, Monday, December 
17, beginning at 7 p.m. in the 
town hall.

The agenda includes reports 
from the administration and 
finance, streets, public safety, 
town center, emergency and 
water and sewer committees.

BALTIMORE, MD—The 
Atlantic States Marine Fish-
eries Commission (ASMFC) 
Atlantic Menhaden Manage-
ment Board will meet Decem-
ber 14 in Baltimore to take final 
action on Draft Amendment 2 to 
the Interstate Fishery Manage-
ment Plan for Atlantic Menha-
den.

The draft amendment presents 
a suite of short- and long-term 
options to manage and moni-
tor the menhaden stock. These 
include options to end alleged 
overfishing; change the bio-
mass reference points to match 
the fishing mortality reference 
points; and establish a specifica-
tion process to set and allocate 
Total Allowable Catch (TAC), 
including procedures to close 
the fishery when a certain per-
centage of the TAC has been 
projected to be landed. 

If quotas are implemented, 
options include closing the men-
haden harvest at between 85% to 
95% of the TAC, or having the 
ASMFC board specify a per-
centage annually or over a longer 
period of time.

Among the more contro-
versial amendment issues is 
the distribution of TAC rates 
between reduction and bait fish-
eries along the Atlantic coast. 
Omega Protein in Reedville is 
the only reduction fishery on 
the coast and is currently allot-
ted 85% of the TAC. The draft 
amendment presents proposals 
ranging from a 70-30 split to a 
50-50 split among Omega and 
the bait fisheries. The board will 
consider monitoring such alloca-
tions on a coast-wide, regional or 
state basis. Additional allocation 
provisions include rollover and 
transfer options for unreached 
TAC rates.

In October, two public hear-
ings regarding the amendment 
were held in Virginia, one in 
Newport News and the other in 
Kilmarnock. Several others were 
held in the remaining 14 ASMFC 
states. Written comments were 
received through November 16.

The ASMFC meeting will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. at the Best 
Western Plus Hotel and Confer-
ence Center, Chesapeake Room, 
5625 O’Donnell Street, Balti-
more, Md.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. today, December 13, in the 
county courts building at 39 Judi-
cial Place in Heathsville.

Virginia Department of Trans-
portation Northern Neck resi-
dency representatives and super-
intendent of schools Rebecca 
Gates will give presentations.

The supervisors will hold a 
closed meeting to discuss a con-
tractual matter.

Public hearings scheduled for 
7 p.m. address applications from:

multiple family dwelling at 1418 
Fruit Plane Road.

and The Great Wicomico Oyster 
Company to establish a commer-
cial aquaculture operation at 191 
Bow Wood Drive.

a commercial pier at 15 Edwards 
Lane.

-
struct a private storage building 
on an undeveloped parcel of land 
in Lottsburg.

Santa is spotted in Irvington
The Irvington Christmas Carts and Carols Parade lit up town streets Saturday with about 
a dozen golf carts ablaze in lights and decorations. The parade got off to an early start and 
culminated with a tree-lighting ceremony and caroling at Irvington United Methodist Church. 
To view more Christmas event coverage, go to RRecord.com. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Ahoy, Santa!
Santa emerged from the fog Saturday morning in Reedville 
aboard the Elva C. Some 30 children of all ages anxiously 
waited at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum for the first 
sighting of the big jolly man in the red suit, showering him with 
hugs once he stepped ashore. The kids followed Santa to the 
museum’s seasonal model train exhibit before giving him their 
Christmas wish lists at Bethany United Methodist Church. To 
view more Christmas event coverage, go to RRecord.com. 
Photo by Audrey Thomasson

 Decorating contest
White Stone will hold its 

annual holiday decorating con-
test Wednesday, December 19, 
according to town manager 
Patrick Frere. 

Judging will begin at 7 p.m. 
and those wishing to partici-
pate should have their lights 
on at that time. Prizes will be 
awarded for both residential 
and commercial properties. 

 Lighting contest
Judging for the annual Kil-

marnock Holiday Lighting con-
test will be conducted Sunday, 
December 16, by members of the 
Kilmarnock Garden Club. The 
judging will begin at 5 p.m.

The top three winners in com-
mercial and home decorating 
divisions will be recognized. 
The cut-off for registration was 
Wednesday. Winners will be 
announced at the December 17 
town council meeting.  

 County offices to close
County administrator Frank 

A. Pleva recently announced a 
revised Lancaster County holiday 
calendar.

For Christmas, county offices 
will be closed December 24, 25 
and 26. For New Year’s, offices 
will be closed December 31 and 
January 1.

The closures are in accordance 
with the county’s personnel poli-
cies and additional holiday time 
off designated by the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

 Toll meeting
Virginia’s proposed I-95 Cor-

ridor Improvement Program is 
a comprehensive approach to 
funding critical projects along 
this vital corridor. This approach 
includes the potential tolling of 
I-95 through the Interstate Reha-
bilitation and Reconstruction 
Pilot Program (ISRRPP), admin-
istered by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA).

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation will conduct a 
related public information meet-
ing from 6 to 8 p.m. Monday, 
December 17, at the VDOT Fred-
ericksburg District Office at 86 
Deacon Road in Fredericksburg.

NEWS 
BREAKS

The Agenda
Local Government News

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster County Virginia Educa-
tion Foundation recently raffled 
four tickets and $100 spending 
cash to see “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas” at the Land-
mark Theater in Richmond.

A drawing  was held Novem-
ber 24  at Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital, said  foundation 
board member Jamilah Sawyer. 
The winner was Paul Fallon. 

The foundation is selling raffle 

tickets for $20 apiece, or four 
tickets for $75 to see  “Les Mis-
erables” and “Billy Elliott,” or 
“Mary Poppins and West Side 
Story,” said Sawyer.

The winners of these drawings 
will receive four theater tickets 
and  $250 spending cash, she 
said.  The drawings for these will 
be held at 6 p.m. January 10.

For tickets, call foundation 
board member Margaret Socey 
at  438-6604.

Wanda Owens draws the 
winning ticket.

two buildings within the seaward 
50 feet of the resource protection 
area buffer on Henry’s Creek at 
375 Logan Lodge Road.

-
cious metals shop at 14679 Rich-
mond Road in Village.

Karcic and Maurice Johnson to 
establish a tourist home at 150 
East Harbour Drive.

operation of a commercial kennel 
at 38 Blundons Road.

Revenue sources to be con-
sidered include raising the occu-
pancy tax, creation of a town real 
estate tax, personal property tax, 
meals tax, or business, profes-
sional and occupational license 
(BPOL) tax.

435-1701


