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Quick Response Vehicle added to emergency fleet Last call for
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—The recent purchase of a Quick Response Vehicle
(QRV) for the county’s emergency
rescue squad has resulted in faster
medical response times on 911 calls
when minutes count.
The medically equipped 2012
Chevy Tahoe is used by advance life
support (ALS) paramedics and certiﬁed EMT-Intermediate professionals
who have been providing around-theclock, seven-day-a-week service since
September, according to chief of emergency services Christina Hubbard.
While the vehicle is not an ambulance, it carries advanced medical
equipment not yet provided on any
other response vehicle in the Northern
Neck, thus allowing paramedics to provide advanced life support treatment
in the ﬁeld until an ambulance arrives,
said Hubbard.
The new vehicle will include on-site
technology for paramedics to diagnose
and monitor heart attacks, open and
manage a patient’s airway, monitor
the effectiveness of CPR and diagnose
asthma attacks, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD), congestive heart failure (CHF), blood clot
or air embolisms and severe diabetic
complications, she said.

Santa letters

County ofﬁcials display a new Quick Response Vehicle designed to provide Advanced Life Support while shaving
minutes off response times on emergency medical calls. From left are chief of emergency services Christina
Hubbard and supervisors Ernest Palin, Butch Jenkins, William Lee, Wally Beauchamp and Jason Bellows. Photo by
Audrey Thomasson.

It is equipped with devices that
allow an ALS provider to ventilate a
patient with continuous positive air
pressure on site—critical for patients
with congestive heart failure, carbon
monoxide poisoning, pulmonary
infections and drowning victims.
Additionally, paramedics will have
the ability to access an adult or pediatric patient’s central circulation in
order to provide medications and IV

ﬂuids —all within seconds.
Paramedics can now provide
advance resuscitation and lower a
patient’s body temperature to improve
their odds of survival and quality of
life until the ambulance arrives to
transport the patient to the hospital,
added Hubbard.
While the volunteer rescue squads
have been providing evening and
some weekend coverage for citizens,

the county’s decision to staff weekdays
with career EMTs and add advanced
providers full time will greatly improve
patient outcomes and decrease mortality rates, said Hubbard.
Fully-equipped, the price of the
QRV was approximately $90,000,
with 55% of that amount coming from
grants through the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Rural Development
division, she said.

The Rappahannock Record
will publish letters to Santa in the
December 20 issue.
Deliver letters to the Record
ofﬁce by Wednesday, December
12. If letters are written as a class
project, teachers are urged to
submit them by Friday, December
7.
Letters should be written with a
dark pencil or ink and include the
child’s name, age and hometown.
Parents, teachers and others are
asked to make certain the letters
are legible. Please include the
teacher’s ﬁrst and last names with
class submissions.
Email letters to mail@rrecord.
com, send to Rappahannock
Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, fax to 435-2632,
or deliver them to the Record ofﬁce
at 27 North Main Street. There is
a delivery slot in the front door for
after-hours submissions.
The December 20 issue also will
include holiday greetings from area
merchants and others. The deadline
for these advertising messages is
December 12.

Board of Equalization
to convene in January
by Audrey Thomasson

The Rappahannock Record news staff includes, from left, Shannon Rice, Audrey Thomasson, Lisa HintonValdrighi and Robert Mason Jr. Photo by Hillary Greene

Rappahannock Record news team claims
the Farm Bureau’s top journalism award
CHANTILLY—For the second consecutive year,
the Rappahannock Record has received the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation (VFBF) Ishee-Quann
Award for Media Excellence.
The organization’s top award for comprehensive
coverage of agriculture was presented November 27
during the 2012 VFBF annual convention in Chantilly. Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi accepted the award on
behalf of the Rappahannock Record news team.
“The Ishee-Quann Award represents the best of
the best of all Journalism Award recipients,” said
VFBF president Wayne F. Pryor.
For the eighth consecutive year, the Record also
won the VFBF’s non-daily newspaper category. A
VFBF representative said the Record staff impressed
the judging panel with its in-depth coverage of
extreme weather’s impact on the region’s large
corn crop, and a local farm involved in the “Farm
to Fork” movement that featured a restaurant serving local products. The Record reported numerous
times on the evolution of the State Fair of Virginia
and focused on the critical issue of eminent domain
reform and a related amendment to Virginia’s constitution.
The entry included colorful features as well—the
news team reported on local farmers’ markets, a farm
family who raises the black-and-white, eye-catching
Belted Galloway cattle, and others who raise unusual
farm animals.
“There is absolutely no doubt that this reporting
team takes its job and responsibility of covering the
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area’s leading industry seriously,” the judges wrote.
The news team includes general assignment
reporters Hinton-Valdrighi, Audrey Thomasson,
Shannon Rice and editor Robert Mason Jr. The entry
consisted of a combination of staff produced news,
features and photos as well as press releases related
to agriculture.
The award is named in part for Jeff Ishee, the
former host of Virginia Farming, which airs in Harrisonburg, Roanoke and Richmond and nationwide on
RFD-TV. In addition, Ishee operates “On the Farm,”
a daily, Web-based farm news service, and reports
on agriculture for WSVA radio.
The late Homer Quann was WSVA radio’s farm
news director for several decades and was known as
the most dedicated agricultural reporter in Virginia.
He constantly reminded listeners the station’s call
letters stood for “Serving Virginia Agriculture.”
“I’m always amazed at the balance and depth of
reporting our media representatives put forth,” said
Pryor.
2012 marked the 25th year for the VFBF Journalism Awards. Other winners were:
• Daily newspapers: Ryan Tipps of the The Roanoke Times; honorable mention, Allison Williams,
Daily Press, Newport News.
• Non-daily newspapers: honorable mention, Erin
Kelley and Richard Carter, Rappahannock Times.
• Member’s Choice Award: The Gazette-Virginian, South Boston.
• Television: WHSV-TV 3, Harrisonburg.
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LANCASTER—Property owners
who missed the deadline for disputing the new assessments on
real estate with Blue Ridge Assessors still have time to appeal to the
Board of Equalization.
In January 2013, the Board of
Equalization will convene to further consider appeals, including
those by property owners who were
not satisfied after meeting with
assessors last month.
Supervisors last week submitted
nominations from their districts
to Circuit Court Judge Harry T.
Taliaferro III for appointment to
the county’s 2013 Board of Equalization. The board will convene in
January and serve until December
31, 2013.
Nominations include Laura Rowe
from District 1, Ella Davis from
District 2, David Dew from District

3, Lewis Conway from District 4
and Jan Abbott from District 5.
According to Lancaster Commissioner of Revenue Sonny Thomas,
any property owner who wants to
dispute the assessment, or missed
the assessor, can meet with the
Board of Equalization.
“The assessors closed their books
last week,” said Thomas. “Now the
Board of Equalization kicks in.
Essentially, you have a period of
three years in which to appeal, but
you shouldn’t wait until the last
minute. The board will be finished
hearing most appeals by April.”
Landowners still not satisfied with their assessment may
then appeal to the Circuit Court,
Thomas said.
Lancaster’s
reassessment
reflected a 25% decline in taxable
real estate values. New assessments will affect values and tax
rates in 2013.

Shop Local!
Patronize local businesses this
holiday season. When the buck
stays here, it is recirculated
here to create a stronger and
more prosperous economy!

Look inside for these Shop Local deals this week:
r3BQQBIBOOPDL"SU-FBHVF "
r#VSLFT'JOF+FXFMFST "
rѮF#PY #
r8'#PPUIBOE4PO %
r3BQQBIBOOPDL3FDPSE %

Obituaries ................B5
Opinion ................A6-7

Police........................ A3
Schools ................ C4-5

Sports .................. C1-3
Upcoming....................B1-3

A2

InsideNews

Long-distance caregiving adds
to the challenges of Alzheimer’s
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one to check on them. Calls are
made at 7 a.m. or 7 p.m. or both,
if needed. There are currently
some 40 people on the list.
If the homebound person
doesn’t answer the daily call, an
ofﬁcer is dispatched. In addition,
dispatcher Aldreama McMillaen
makes monthly visits to their
homes.
Adding an elderly person to
the call list may be made by
the physician, caregiver, family
member or the individual by calling the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department.
Although the NN/MPAA
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or the last couple of years,
when Brenda Burtner of Kilmarnock received a call from her
mother, Virginia Whitt, in Portsmouth, she inevitably knew there
was a crisis.
“Mom would only call me
when she was in trouble or something was wrong,” said Burtner.
There was a lost purse, which
her mother thought had been
stolen. There was the time she
forgot how to adjust the thermostat and ﬂipped the furnace’s
emergency switch, resulting in a
pricey service call from a technician. There was also the time
she got into a batch of poison
ivy when she cleared brush from
a backyard fence and didn’t recognize the nasty weed. And then
there was the time she drove to a
nearby store and forgot her way
home.
For anyone familiar with
Alzheimer’s disease and its
related dementia, the stories are
common.
Burtner, however, was dealing
with crises from two hours away.
She is an adult daughter who was
trying to care long distance for
a parent with dementia. Fortunately, her 83-year-old mother is
now safely living with Burtner’s
sister in North Carolina.
“The hard part is when you
only get those phone calls when
there’s a problem or when they
think there’s a problem,” said
Burtner, “and her concept of me
being close by was off. She would
think I was 15 minutes away, not
two hours.
“Often the problem is not that
bad,” added Burtner. “What you’re
really hearing from them is ‘Will
you sympathize with me because
I’m having this problem’.”
Burtner is not alone.
For many adult sons and
daughters living far away, there
may be several months between
visits to elderly parents. When
a visit does occur, there’s often
a stunning revelation, according
to Frank McCarthy, who serves
on the advisory board of the
Northern Neck/Middle Peninsula
Alzheimer’s Association (NN/
MPAA). He also is the owner/
director of Visiting Angels in Kilmarnock.
Lancaster and Northumberland
counties are demographically the
oldest counties in the state of Virginia, with one-third of the populations over the age of 65, said
McCarthy.
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CHRISTMAS TREES!
At right, a Visiting Angel strolls along a path with a client.

“Our children don’t generally
live here,” he said. “And when
they do come, they ﬁnd mom or
dad may already be in trouble.”
The national Alzheimer’s Association is a resource no matter
how far away an adult child, adult
grandchild or sibling lives from
a loved one with the disease, he
said. Distance caring creates its
own set of obstacles.
There’s constant worrying, said
Burtner.

Training
“I’m a strong believer that
most people cannot intuitively
care for a spouse or parent with
Alzheimer’s without education
and training,” said McCarthy.
Adult children are grouped
into two categories, he said. There
are those who are completely in
denial and then there are those
educated about the disease. He
works with both.
“Caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s must be learned or
taught,” said McCarthy. “There is
an education process.”
The Alzheimer’s Association
and Visiting Angels both recommend Jolene Brackey’s Creating
Moments of Joy as a must-read
book for caring and coping with
dementia patients.
“This book helps people get
‘out of the box’ and think about
what’s really important,” he said.
He relays a for-instance story
about a gentleman at a convalescent facility who continuously
crawled under his bed. Staffers
said he needed to get out from
under the bed. It was an inappropriate behavior. A niece ﬁnally
told the staff her uncle had been
an auto mechanic and that’s
where he felt secure.
“Now, was that inappropriate

Subscribe to the Record!
For papers mailed to addresses
in Lancaster, Northumberland,
Richmond, Westmoreland
and Middlesex counties:
For papers mailed to other areas:

Student subscription:
(9 months)
PDF only:

Q $27.00 Newspaper only
Q $39.00 Newspaper & PDF
Q $37.00 Newspaper only
Q $49.00 Newspaper & PDF
Q $26.00 Newspaper only
Q $38.00 Newspaper & PDF
Q $35.00 per year

Order your subscription online!
Go to www.RappahannockRecord.net/archives
Q Payment enclosed

Q New Q Renewal

Q Bill me

Q Charge to

doesn’t offer routine home visits,
regional director Ellie Galloway
will visit an individual upon a
loved one’s request to assess
if that person is in early stage
Alzheimer’s.
McCarthy gained his experience ﬁrst-hand, saying he did
everything wrong at the beginning when caring for his mother
with dementia.
“Education is the key,” he said.
“This does not have to be as horriﬁc as you think. If you educate
yourself and we go in using our
caregiving program, we can
create some moments of joy.”

behavior?” said McCarthy. “Not
really. He wasn’t hurting anyone.
That was the world, the time
period, he was living in.”
And that is the mindset caregivers must have, he said.

Finding help
Visiting Angels provides nonmedical home care services,
which allows people to maintain a sense of independence in
familiar surroundings at home.
They run errands, prepare meals,
offer assistance with hygiene and
provide much-needed respite for
family caregivers.
Burtner used Visiting Angels
in Portsmouth to assist in her
mother’s care. Mrs. Whitt started
showing signs of the disease in
1999 but wasn’t diagnosed until
three years ago by a general practitioner.
That’s when Burtner and her
husband started making trips to
Portsmouth every three weeks to
check on her. Soon the trips were
every two weeks.
“But I realized I couldn’t go
that far just to get groceries for
her,” said Burtner.
Visiting Angels started attending to her mother two days a week
for a couple hours each day. But
the Visiting Angels in Portsmouth
recently closed, which helped to
prompt Mrs. Whitt’s move to
Charlotte to live temporarily with
Burtner’s sister.
For adult children who may
only be able to visit parents a
couple times of year, the changes
can be dramatic. Alzheimer’s
symptoms aren’t always obvious
over the phone, and “mom may
be helping to hide dad’s dementia,” said McCarthy. “Very intelligent people can cover it up for a
long time.”
What can’t be masked in
person are the early warning signs
of repeating things or changes in
hygiene. The telltale sign is getting lost on a familiar route, a
road that someone has taken hundreds of times, said McCarthy.
On one of Burtner’s visits, her
mother was wearing stained clothing, something she normally never
would have done. “That’s the type
of thing when you see it, you know
there’s trouble,” she said.
Along with organizations such
as Visiting Angels and private
duty nurses, distant relatives can
also call on the help of many
sheriff’s departments which offer
services similar to Lancaster
County’s Keep Safe program. In
Lancaster, 911 dispatchers make
daily calls to those needing some-
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Two men charged in ‘shots fired’ case
LANCASTER—Lancaster County Sheriff Ronald D. Crockett reported the arrest
November 29 of two suspects involved in a
shots ﬁred call on the night of November 23
and 24 in the Nuttsville-Morattico area.
Standord Cintaz Bromley, 18, of the
1000 block of Light Street in Heathsville
and Carl T. Rich, 24, of Lancelot Drive in
Reedville were arrested without incident,
said Sheriff Crockett. Both men were

charged with maliciously shooting into an
occupied motor vehicle, shooting from a
motor vehicle and possession of a ﬁrearm
after having been convicted of a felony
(three felony charges) and discharging a
ﬁrearm in a public place, shooting across
a highway, and reckless handling of a ﬁrearm (three misdemeanors).
The arrests were made simultaneously by
teams of deputies from Lancaster and Nor-

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
Join us for refreshments!

thumberland, armed with search warrants, he
said. Firearms and ammunition were recovered along with cocaine and marijuana.
The weapons and ammunition were seized
in the Lancaster County cases; drug charges
will be ﬁled by Northumberland authorities.
Both men were ordered held without bond
pending a cross arraignment hearing Tuesday, December 4, in the Lancaster Juvenile
and Domestic Relations District Court.

Friday, Dec. 14 from 1-3 pm
Reminisce about your past travels
and make plans for your next
“ADVENTURE”!

Adventure Travel
453C N. Main St.
Kilmarnock, VA

Attempted scam reported to Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office
KILMARNOCK—Citizens
are cautioned about a scam that
was reported to the Lancaster
County Sheriff’s Department
shortly after 3 p.m. November
30.
According to the complainant, a person identifying himself as Daniel Fisher called at
3 p.m. from telephone number
267-757-9899 (or possibly

757-267-9899) and told the complainant that she should go to
Walgreens and purchase a $200
gift card. Fisher said he would
meet the complainant there and,
in exchange for the gift card, she
would receive a package worth
more than $200. The complainant wisely recognized this as a
scam and did not make the purchase.

The complainant further
reported that an employee of
Walgreens said numerous customers have been in the store
inquiring about a prize they were
told they had won.
“The managers at the Kilmarnock Walgreens store said that
no customers have been there to
purchase gift cards as reported,”
said Capt. Martin Shirilla of the

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett this week reported charges against
seven individuals.

Felonies
Stanford C. Bromley, 18, of Heathsville,
was charged November 29 with shooting into
an occupied motor vehicle, shooting from a
motor vehicle and possession of a ﬁrearm by
a convicted felon (three felonies), and shooting across a roadway, shooting in a public place
and reckless handling of a ﬁrearm (three misdemeanors). See related article.
Carl T. Rich, 24, of Reedville, was charged
November 29 with shooting into an occupied
motor vehicle, shooting from a motor vehicle
and possession of a ﬁrearm by a convicted felon
(three felonies), and shooting across a roadway,
shooting in a public place and reckless handling
of a ﬁrearm (three misdemeanors). See related
article.
David W. Walton, 40, of Chesapeake Drive
was charged November 29 with ﬁve counts of
issuing felony bad checks.

Misdemeanors
An Alfonso Road man, 45, was charged
November 29 with assault and battery.
A Lumberlost Trail man, 30, was charged
November 29 with making a profane/threatening telephone call.
A Hartﬁeld man, 46, was charged November
30 with eluding police following a foot pursuit.
The sheriff’s ofﬁce had responded to Shipyard
Lane for a larceny complaint and requested that
the White Stone Police Department (WSPD)
detain a suspect vehicle. When WSPD made
the vehicle stop near the Robert O. Norris Jr.
Bridge, the passenger bailed out of the vehicle
and ﬂed on foot.
A Weems area woman, 32, was charged
December 2 with drunk driving, refusing a
blood/breath test and reckless driving.

Activity report
November 27: Staff responded to Irvington Road for an abandoned vehicle complaint
and to the Carters Creek bridge on a complaint
of heavy debris interfering with trafﬁc.
November 28: Staff responded to a domestic disturbance on Crystal Lane (as reported
by a third party), to Lancaster Middle School
on a juvenile behavioral complaint, to Sandlin
Drive on a parent’s report of a runaway juvenile
(subject located on November 29), to Beach
Road on a complaint of damages to a home (no
criminal incident involved), to a trespass complaint on Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway, to
Corrotoman Drive for a domestic destruction
of property complaint involving a juvenile, and
to a Lively area convenience store for a counterfeit money complaint ($5). Staff received a
walk-in complaint of check fraud (ﬁve checks,
$272 loss), a larceny report from the 2400 block
of River Road (12 volt battery, $100 loss) and
a walk-in complaint of an assault and battery.
Staff checked on the well-being of an Irvington
Road resident at the request of concerned outof-town family members (telephone line problem; no emergency services needed).
November 29: At the request of Northumberland authorities, staff checked on the
well-being of a juvenile who did not arrive
at a Northumberland residence by school bus
as expected (juvenile was found to be with a
parent) and checked on the well-being of a
Keep Safe program participant after prearranged telephone contact could not be made (no
emergency services needed).
November 30: Staff responded to Rappahannock Drive and Shady Lane for a two-vehicle
trafﬁc crash, to Lancaster High School for an
altercation between two students, recovered a
shotgun in the area of White Chapel Church

(item released to owner; no criminal incident
involved), received a walk-in report of a larceny from a vehicle parked near Ottoman Ferry
Road (Echo power tools: weed eater, pole saw,
back pack blower, Poulan hand blower; $1,030
loss) and received a walk-in complaint of an
attempted fraud. See related article.
December 1: Staff responded to Clover
Lane for a noise violation complaint, to a suspicious person complaint on North Main Street,
and received a walk-in complaint from a motorist who believed he/she was being followed by
a motorist intending to cause harm.
December 2: At the request of Middlesex
authorities, staff responded to a ﬁght call at the
Pilot House Inn at Topping, received a complaint of the theft of scrap metal from Blueberry
Point Road (suspect identiﬁed; charges pending
contact with the property owner), responded
to Regina Road on a complaint of an unknown
person knocking on doors and running off and
responded to a disturbance call at a Lancaster
area convenience store.
December 3: Staff responded to the 12200
block of Mary Ball Road on a shots ﬁred/target
shooting complaint and received a walk-in
report of a sexual assault.
Staff also conducted 14 trafﬁc stops during
the week, issued three summonses, assisted ﬁve
motorists, reported four deer strikes, handled
three calls for trafﬁc control, investigated two
building alarms, logged eight inmate transports
and ﬁelded two calls for animal control service.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded to three calls to establish medevac landing zones at Tomlin Trace and Piney
Point Road, Burnt Wharf Road and Chownings
Ferry Road.
The White Stone VFD responded to a twovehicle trafﬁc crash at Rappahannock Drive
and Shady Lane.
Northumberland
County
Sheriff
Charles A. Wilkins this week is calling on the
public to help locate Marvin Davenport Jr.
Davenport, 21, is a black male with a distinctive tattoo on the right side of his neck that says
“Empire.”
He is wanted for several felonies including
two counts of attempted murder, three counts of
armed robbery and one count of reckless handling of a ﬁrearm.
Sources indicate he has been hanging out in
Newport News and traveling back and forth
from there to Northumberland County.
Anyone who has seen Davenport, or anyone
who has information regarding his whereabouts
is asked to contact the Northumberland sheriff’s ofﬁce at 580-5221.
Sheriff Wilkins also this week reported
charges against four individuals.

Felonies
Devon N. Robinson, 26, of Newport News,
was charged November 29 with strangling
another causing injury and assault and battery. These warrants were from Newport News
Police Department.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 48, was charged November 27 with possession of alcohol after being
interdicted.
A Harrisonburg man, 19, was charged with
absconding from supervision. This was a Northumberland County capias and the subject was
arrested by the Harrisonburg Police Department.
A Heathsville man, 45, was charged December 2 with criminally trespassing on the property belonging to Callao Supermarket after
being served a no trespass notice.

Lancaster sheriff’s ofﬁce. “However, there are reports of a computer virus that may be related
to this complaint. The virus will
lock up your computer, display a
message that your computer has
been locked up for a federal law
violation, and that you must purchase a $200 (gift) card in order
to unlock your computer.”
Citizens are urged to update
anti-virus software on a regular
basis to prevent their computer
from becoming infected, and to
be alert to any communication
that involves making a purchase
or receiving funds on behalf of
another in exchange for a portion
of the proceeds.

Santa’s
Deltaville

Give Away Tour
Saturday,
December 8
Welcome to
Hartﬁeld, VA 23071

SEA RESCUE
REPORT

Coffman’s on the Coast
Gifts, Clothing, Jewelry
804-776-7766

Welcome to
Hardyville, VA 23070

Smith Point Sea Rescue
board
member
Capt.
Andrew Kauders reported
crews responded to the following calls for assistance in
November.
November 9: At 12:45
p.m., a 32-foot sailboat with
two aboard in Cockrell’s Creek
lost its prop as a result of broken
engine mounts. The vessel was
towed by Rescue I to Jennings
Boatyard. Time on call, 1 hour.
November 14: At 1:30
p.m., a 28-foot trawler with
three aboard near B-63A and
Smith Point Light had engine
failure due to a fuel supply problem. Rescue I picked them up in
rough seas and towed them to
Jennings Boatyard in Reedville.
Time on call, 3 ¼ hours.
November 25: At 2:45 p.m.,
Sea Rescue I was dispatched to
pick up a 26-foot Proline and
tow it to Cranes Creek. Due to
darkness the boat was berthed
at the Sea Rescue Dock. The
following morning the mission
was completed. Time on call, 4
hours.
December 3: A 42-boat at
the Crazy Crab Restaurant was
towed to Jennings Boatyard.
The owner was stuck in Florida
due to illness and requested this
service. Time on call, 1 hour.
Smith Point Sea Rescue can
be reached on channel 16 or
by calling 911. Rescue I and
Rescue II are based on the Great
Wicomico River and Rescue III
is on Lodge Creek off of the Yeocomico River.

Wilton Cottage
Florist, Garden Center, Gifts
804-776-9103
Welcome to
Deltaville, VA 23023
Savita Pets
Pets & Supplies
804-776-0165
Olive for Yoga
Clothes, Accessories, Classes
www.oliveforyoga.com

J&W Seafood of Va Inc.
Gourmet Seafood & Wine Market
www.jandwseafood.com

Latitudes
Jewelry, Apparel, Gifts
www.latitudesva.com

Coastal Comfort Sleep Boutique
Mattresses, Linens, Home Decor
804-776-9099

Nauti Nell’s
Nautical Gifts & Consignment
www.nautinell.com

The Crabby Couple Gift Shop
Nautical Gifts/Decor, Salt Life
804-776-0075

Hammer Time Marine
Yeti Coolers, Dock Accessories
804-776-9244

West Marine
Boat Parts, Apparel, Fishing
804-776-7890

Pat’s Gallery & Gifts
Custom Framing, Prints & More
804-776-7160
Carter’s Cottage Consignments
Antiques, Home Decor, Jewelry
804-776-7878

Boater’s Boutique @ DYC
Apparel, Jewelry, Gifts/Decor
www.dycboat.com

Visit each shop for Open House fun!

Refreshments! Santa’s Give Away Freebies!

Holiday Sale Pricing! Door Prizes!

Bank of Lancaster and the
Northern Neck Rotary would like to
invite you to stop by and have a
free 5 x 7 photo taken with Santa!

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
Sports Centre has a large inventory of quality
tuxedos to serve the Northern Neck and
Middle Peninsula. Sports Centre looks
forward to making you look your best. Our
competitive prices and experienced staff will
assure you the highest quality at the best price.

Friday, December 7
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

SPORTS

Santa will be across from the
Bank’s Main Ofﬁce

(OURS   -ON &RI s   3AT

(125 South Main Street)
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Antenna pole
permitting
process could
see changes
by Audrey Thomasson

Festival of the Trees passes $19,000 goal
In the glow of twinkling lights, guests wander through a maze of trees, Christmas decorations
and goodies at the Northern Neck Family YMCA’s Festival of the Trees last weekend. The
opening party was the most successful in the event’s 15-year history, according to YMCA
director Mark Favazza. Organized by YMCA staffers and a volunteer committee, the festival
far exceeded its fundraising goal of $19,000, he added. For more coverage, see the slide show
at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

NEWS BREAKS
N Ferry docked
The Merry Point Ferry in
Lancaster was taken out of
service early Monday due to
a malfunctioning fuel pump.
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) mechanics
anticipate that the repairs may
take longer than a week to
complete.
The ferry, on Merry Point
Road, crosses the Corrotoman
River. It will remain out of
service until the repairs can be
made.

N Lighting contest

will be held December 16. The
contest is open to all residents
and commercial businesses
within the town. Top three
places will be recognized.
Register at the town ofﬁce
by December 12. Registration
forms are available at kilmarnockva.com/community news
and the town ofﬁce. Participating locations must be visible
from public roads. Judging
by the Garden Club will be
Sunday evening.

N Kettle collections

The Salvation Army ChristThe Town of Kilmarnock mas Kettle collections are
recently announced the Holi- down compared to past seasons
day Lighting Contest judging and the needs are much greater,

NOTICE
CHRISTMAS Framing Cut-Off

Friday, December 14, 2012
We are closing December 22, 2012
and are Reopening January 17, 2013

Please Plan Ahead

according to Lancaster County
unit chairman Dianna Carter.
Since the money collected now
is used all year, donors can still
help the unit reach its goal by
mailing donations. Remember,
90% of what is donated locally
stays here, she said.
Send donations to The Salvation Army, Attention Dianna
Carter, 23 Fox Hill Drive, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, or call
Carter at 435-1960.

N Ofﬁces to close
County administrator Frank
A. Pleva recently announced a
revised Lancaster County holiday calendar.
For Christmas, county ofﬁces
will be closed December 24, 25
and 26. For New Year’s, ofﬁces
will be closed December 31
and January 1.
The closures are in accordance with the county’s personnel policies and additional
holiday time off designated
by the Commonwealth of Virginia.

LANCASTER—A proliferation of requests to erect antennas for wireless internet service
on private property prompted
one Lancaster County supervisor to suggest that the planning
commission look into options
for handling the matter without
citizens having to pay the cost
of a public hearing.
The suggestion from District 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins was made at last week’s
board of supervisors meeting
and won consensus from the
board. It came after supervisors
voted unanimously to approve
an application from Eric
Malmgren to place an antenna
pole of less than 100-feet in
height on a 12-acre parcel at
2175 Weems Road.
Jenkins noted that as long
as applicants meet all setback
requirements, the issue could
easily be settled without a
public hearing.
According to land use director Don Gill, a public hearing
in this case cost about $200.
In addition, he noted anything
built above 35 feet in height
requires a special exception
permit.

TopHighDquality,
og Pet Grooming
caring & compassionate
grooming for over 20 years.
We groom and clip small dogs at your door!
– Available Monday & Friday only –
All other grooming available Tues., Wed. & Thurs.

804-725-4831 or 804-366-6429

Brought to you by the Steamboat Era Museum
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ADVERTISE
435-1701
RRecord.com

Thank you,
Cindy, Carolyn, Ida

Rappahannock Hang Ups
& Gallery
www.rappahannockhangups.com
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2
74A S. Main Street, Kilmarnock • (804) 435-6669
Since 1981

#USTOM &RAMING s &INE !RTS

anta’s On His Way!
to White Stone

Saturday, December 8th
Join the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department
for their annual

Santa Breakfast!
Saturday Morning, 7 am til 10 am

$ECEMBER  s ST #HRISTMAS 0ARTY
Let’s celebrate! Bring a toy for Toy’s for Tots
$* *OE 'ASKINS s -USIC AT  PM
7EDNESDAY .IGHT !LL YOU CAN EAT #RAB ,EGS
4HURSDAY /YSTER .IGHT  /YSTERS ,OCAL 2APPAHANNOCKS
.IGHTLY ,IVE MUSIC BY *ACK -ULLIGAN IN THE $INING 2OOM
7ED n &RI ,UNCH  AM  PM
Wed. – 3AT $INNER  PM  PM
3AT  3UN "RUNCH  AM  PM

,OCATED AT THE #HESAPEAKE )NN 5RBANNA

Come early . . . Santa arrives at 8 am on the Fire Truck!
❅ FREE buffet breakfast featuring eggs, pancakes,
sausage and juice or coffee will be offered,
sponsored by Connemara Construction.
❅ The Santa Shop will be open to the children from
8:30 to 10:00 am featuring gifts for ten dollars and
under. Shopper elves will be available to help
children choose gifts for people on their lists. This is
an opportunity for children to get to see Santa
without having to stand in long department store
lines.

+ILMARNOCK s 6IRGINIA
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The Agenda
Local Government News

Handmade gifts and more
Shoppers sort handmade items during the Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlett’s Tavern Golden Village Christmas last Saturday in
Heathsville. All items for purchase were made on-site at the
Tavern.The event also featured a children’s gift shop and visits
with Santa. For more coverage, see the slide show at RRecord.
com. Photo by Shannon Rice

Rescue squad will
offer training classes
KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock-Lancaster County Volunteer Rescue Squad recently received licensure as an American
Health and Safety Institute (AHSI) Training Center.
The squad plans to hold classes for the public starting in January, said Captain Erik L. Brown. The classes will be free and
registration would be required.
The courses will he held at the rescue squad building at 61
Harris Road in Kilmarnock.
Certiﬁcation courses to be offered in the future will include
CPR & AED, Basic First Aid, Bloodborne Pathogens and Emergency Oxygen Administration.
Upcoming courses include Basic First Aid and Bloodborne
Pathogens from 6 to 9 p.m. January 14 and CPR & AED from 6
to 9 p.m. January 23.
Register with Capt. Brown at kilmarnockrescue@yahoo.com,
or 435-1474. There is a limit of 12 students per course. Registration is required prior to class.

Fall Fire Season extended
CHARLOTTESVILLE—
Ofﬁcials at the Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF)
recently announced an extension of Fall Fire Season to
December 10.
Since more than 95% of
wildﬁres that occur in Virginia
are the result of human activity, citizens are reminded to be
cautious with outdoor ﬁre. Following proper safety practices
when disposing of hot ashes
or burning debris will signiﬁcantly reduce the occurrence
of wildﬁres and the threat to
you and your neighbors.
In November, the agency
responded to 73 ﬁres which
burned 1,133 acres. Fireﬁghting personnel reported concerns related to ﬁre supression,
mop-up after ﬁre containment,
and the consumption of larger
fuels.
“Looking
ahead
into

December, we don’t see a signiﬁcant break in the overall
rainfall pattern and are, therefore, planning for continued
ﬁre activity,” said director
of resource protection John
Miller. “Extending our readiness level beyond ﬁre season
helps ensure our personnel
availability for emergency ﬁre
response heading into early
December.”
Weekly evaluations of conditions will determine if additional extensions are needed,
said Miller. VDOF personnel availability and response
remain a high priority during
this time.
Fall Fire Season occurs October 15 to November 30 each
year. Low relative humidity,
high winds and outdoor activities involving ﬁre increase the
risk of wildﬁres at this time of
year.

GOOD LUCK CELLARS
Free Saturday Concerts 2-5 pm
Dec 8
Brian McCarthy will play violin
Dec 15
Bailey Horsley playing guitar,
harmonica and singing
Dec 22
Pam and Bill Gurley featuring
Christmas music.
www.goodluckcellars.com
1025 Good Luck Road - Kilmarnock ●
Thursday 11-6

Friday 11-8

435-1416

Saturday 11-6 Sunday 12-5

$ZOEZ±T#ZOO
of course

WHITE
STONE—The
White Stone Town Council
will have a light agenda when
it meets tonight (December 6)
at 7 p.m. in the town ofﬁce.
Among items for discussion
will be the annual holiday decorating contest and a review of
the town’s Winter Wonderland
celebration, according to town
manager Patrick Frere. Council will set a date and prizes for
the decorating contest for both
residential and commercial
properties.
Frere also will report on a
project he is working on in
conjunction with two Virginia
Commonwealth
University
graduate students to make
changes to the town’s comprehensive plan.
Council will hear Frere’s
monthly report along with
reports from the public safety
and building and external environment committees and the
police chief.
KILMARNOCK—The
agenda for the Lancaster
school board on Monday
includes 15 presenters on
three topics: Academic regulations, building and academic
improvement, and class size.
The meeting will begin at
6:30 p.m. at Lancaster Middle
School in Kilmarnock.
Members also will consider
modifying a policy on public
requests for information under
the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA). As proposed, the
division will stop charging for
requests under $100 per month
of staff time that does not result
in overtime.
According to board member
Bob Smart, charging fees for
reasonable requests limits
public access and does not
present an accessible organization. Staff is already being
paid by taxpayers so additional
charges amounts to doublebilling, he said. The schools
could still charge for expenses
such as making copies.
LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday,
December 10, in the school
ofﬁce at 2172 Northumberland
Highway in Lottsburg.
Agenda
items
include
approval of the budget calendar and a presentation on
Dominion Power grants for
solar projects.

ville.
Public hearings scheduled
for 7 p.m. include requests
from:
s ,ISA !MBROSE TO ESTABLISH
a multiple family dwelling at
1418 Fruit Plane Road.
s *OHN -ATTHEW -C3HANE
and The Great Wicomico
Oyster Company to establish a
commercial aquaculture operation at 191 Bow Wood Drive.
s 'REGORY 3 3WIFT TO CONstruct a commercial pier at 15
Edwards Lane.
s 2OBERT 7 .ICHOLAS TO CONstruct a private storage building on an undeveloped parcel
of land in Lottsburg.
s *EFFREY (UNT TO RECONSTRUCT
two buildings within the seaward 50 feet of the resource
protection area buffer on Henry’s Creek at 375 Logan Lodge
Road.
s %D +ING TO ESTABLISH A PREcious metals shop at 14679
Richmond Road in Village.
s 0ATRICK , "OONE #HERYL
Karcic and Maurice Johnson to
establish a tourist home at 150
East Harbour Drive.
s 0HYLLIS $ 3WIFT TO CONTINUE
operation of a commercial
kennel at 38 Blundons Road.

Invest in your hometown;

Shop Local!
The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

We Buy
Silver & Gold!
Tea Sets, Flatware, Candlesticks
Odds & Ends

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207
antiquesteve@msn.com

Annual Urbanna
Christmas House Tour
Saturday, December 8
10am until 4pm

Historic “Lansdowne”, “The
Marble House”, “The James
Mills Scottish Factory Store”
and the original “Middlesex
County Courthouse” will be on
this year’s Tour.
Easy parking and shuttle services provided.
Area and local designers creating magic
inside and out of each building
Open Houses at local shops and galleries
Wine Tasting at “Taste of Urbanna”
Homemade donuts and hot coffee by Crown Donuts
Great food at great Urbanna restaurants
Tickets available on sale the day of the Tour
for $20 each or before the tour for $15.
Call 758-1606 for information.
Come enjoy Urbanna’s famous
hospitality and the House Tour.
Sponsored by the Deltaville Maritime Museum

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e
Northumberland board of
supervisors will meet at 5
p.m. Thursday, December 13,
in the county courts building
at 39 Judicial Place in Heaths-

Burkes Fine Jewelers
❄

Graciously Invites You
to our Christmas Open House
Friday and Saturday
December 7th & 8th
Take a gander at our new face on the outside and all the
pretty new faces of our new lines on the inside, make your
wish list, let a Burkes Girl help you tell Santa exactly what
you want with our Santasfaction note sent directly to
your Santa or just go on and buy that special treasure in
your life a special treasure from us! Whichever you decide to
do know that we love our customers and look forward to
seeing you and wishing you a Very Merry Christmas!

86 South Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia
804-435-1302 burkesjewlers.com
Store Hours: Mon. - Sat 10a.m. – 5p.m. Sun. 11a.m. – 3p.m.
,ATEST &ASHIONS s $ECORATIVE (OME !CCESSORIES s %LEGANT AND &UN 'IFTS
6)2').)! 34 52"!..! s    www.cyndysbynn.com
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Focal Point

Shop local

Windmill at Northern Neck Farm Museum, between
storm clouds.

Photo by Ron Smith
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line
Focal Point.

Asian factories are gearing
up to provide monstrous piles
of cheap goods this Christmas
season, merchandise that has
been produced at the expense of
American labor.
Let’s make this Christmas different and give gifts produced by
American hands in our community. Think outside the box. Your
gift doesn’t have to be one that
ﬁts in a shirt box and is wrapped
with Chinese wrapping paper.
How about a gift certiﬁcate
from a hair salon or barber?
Everyone appreciates a free
haircut, manicure, pedicure or
facial. Or a gym membership?
You could pay to have a driveway
sealed, lawn mowed, driveway
plowed all winter, or greens fees
at a golf course.
Other ideas include a gift certiﬁcate at a restaurant, or an oil
change. You could give mom the
services of a local cleaning lady.
Computers need a tune-up occasionally and there are computer
repair companies with young
guys struggling to get their repair
businesses up and running.
Gifts abound from crafts
people who spin their own wool,
knit scarves, make jewelry, pottery, jams, jellies, and beautiful
wooden boxes or paint lovely
landscapes. Another goodie is
tickets to a local theater production.
Christmas is no longer about
draining American pockets so
China can build another glittering city. It’s about caring for ourselves and encouraging American
businesses to keep plugging away
to follow their dreams.
When we care about other

YESTERYEAR
Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Armsworthy left for Balti(Reprints from the December 6, 1912, issue of
more Monday to purchase furniture for their new
the Virginia Citizen)
home.
E. C. Richardson has purchased the lovely
Millenbeck
V. E. Towles of Bertrand, is in Baltimore receiv- home of Henry Dordohrman.
Mrs. Demby met with a painful accident,
ing hospital treatment.
Hon. John C. Ewell is sick at his home in Ber- which came near being serious, by having her hair
caught in a washing machine which is attached to
trand.
Miss C. M. Maston left last week for Balti- the engine of Mr. Demby’s mill.
Mrs. Sadie Edmonds is still at the Blue Ridge
more, where she will spend some time with her
Summit with her sister.
sister, Mrs. D. E. Gordon.
Within the next 30 days Kilmarnock will cerF. A. George, of Bertrand, was in Norfolk this
tainly be on the move, as at least 10 families
week on business.
G. E. Lewis was in Middlesex last week, expect to make changes.
having been called there by the illness of his little
Thanksgiving evening the L.O.O.F. gave a
daughter. We are glad to report her condition public supper in their new hall. Owing to bad
better now.
weather only a small attendance was out. The
W. K. Rogers, mail clerk on the steamer, spent band rendered music during the evening and a
one day here last week at the home of Mrs. L. E. good time was had.
Rogers.
Dr. B. F. Phillips, of Baltimore, was here last Irvington
Capt. J. E Bussells and daughter, Miss Norma,
week, the guest of his friend, L. S. Dudley.
Several nights ago one of the tenant houses and Mrs. Grover Willey are in Baltimore for a
here was set on ﬁre about 10 o’clock by some short stay.
Mrs. F. A. Gunby is spending a few days this
unknown person. Coal oil was used freely. The
house had just been repaired, and R. E. Norris week with her daughter, Mrs. T. A. Treakle, in
and family, of Ottoman, had expected to move in lower Lancaster.
Lost—in Irvington-a medium size pink and
soon. The ﬁre was discovered by M. H. Doggett,
who was passing on his way to the wharf. No white cameo breastpin. Finder will be rewarded
damage was done to the building as the ﬁre was by returning same to Mrs. Myrtle V. Brewington,
Irvington.
started on the porch.
Wicomico High School basketball team will
play the Irvington High School team here next
Kilmarnock
The many friends of Addie Cox are sorry to Saturday afternoon at 2 o’clock.
If you have a giant Haman sweet potato, leave
hear at this writing she seems no better. We hope
when we hear again she will be greatly improved it at the Citizen ofﬁce. A year’s subscription will
be given the one sending the largest during the
and that she will soon be with us again.
Mrs. Robie Layman has gone to Philadelphia next ten days.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of
to spend the winter with her husband, his ship
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)
being stationed there.

Americans, we care about our
communities and the beneﬁts
come back to us in ways we can’t
imagine. Let’s start a revolution of caring about each other,
and isn’t that what Christmas is
about?
Buy American—Be American! The job you save may be
your own!
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Kilmarnock

Plaque in question
In Kilmarnock, along Irvington Road and beside Savannah
Joe’s, there is a tree next to the
sidewalk. At the base of this tree
is a small concrete monument
that measures about 8 inches by
6 inches.
Afﬁxed to the monument is a
plaque that reads: “In Memory of
Admiral Richard Pollard Glass,
Donated by Ruth A. Glass.”
Could someone tell me who
are Admiral and Mrs. Glass?
What is their connection to Kilmarnock and the local area? Are
there similar monuments on other
trees in Kilmarnock?
Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Let’s see
more details
In the last two issues of the
Rappahannock Record, the
Northern Neck Free Clinic has
asked citizens to consider the
clinic for charitable giving. In
my opinion, three issues would, if
addressed, strengthen its request
for money.
I ask that a copy of the clinic’s
budget be made available at its
website to include administrative
positions with associated salaries
and beneﬁts. Years ago, when I
learned how much the American National Red Cross provided
in annual compensation to its
chief executive ofﬁcer, I decided
to give it my blood but not my
money, and I insist on seeing a
budget before making a donation
to any charity.
Is it the long-term goal of the
Northern Neck Free Clinic to be
ever-expanding in the range of
services it provides and to roll
back the income eligibility criterion when and if funds become
available? To say it another way,
does the clinic intend to compete
more and more aggressively with
private sector healthcare in the
years to come?
If, as we optimists believe,
the economic environment in
the Northern Neck improves,
is there a plan to dismantle the
Northern Neck Free Clinic, or is
it to become a new entitlement?
In my experience as a psychologist, I have found that as the list
of entitlement grows, high school
students are less intentional in
planning for their own futures,
and I think my question is a reasonable one.
Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

December 6, 2012
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Guest speaker explains
U.S. budget dilemma
by Lyn Neira
Robert Shannon of King
William presented the dire
facts of the U. S. budget
dilemma at the 99th District
Tea Party meeting November
27 at the Lively firehouse.
Using figures from the
proposed
White
House
Budget for Fiscal Year
2013 and facts and figures
from a Heritage Foundation
Report of Federal Spending
from 2001—2012, Shannon
showed overwhelming evidence of the pressing need
to rein in government spending.
Shannon presented figures
from the Office of Budget
and Management of the
President’s Budget for Fiscal
Year 2013, that show federal
spending at $3.8 trillion,
with revenue from taxes at
$2.5 trillion, leaving a deficit
of $1.3 trillion. The country
is already over $16 trillion
in debt and is projected to
become $26 trillion in debt
by 2021, as costs exceed all
revenue, leading the U.S. on
a path identical to Greece.
However, the U.S. has 32
times the debt of Greece.
The debt exceeds 100% of
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). For the first time in
history, the U.S. has lost its
AAA rating. The question is
not if the U. S. will fail, but
when will it collapse?
The country’s ﬁnancial
dilemma gets worse as there
has been no approved budget
in over three years, every
dollar spent is borrowed and
rather then cutting the rate
of spending, Congress raises
the debt ceiling. Congress’
uncontrolled addiction to
borrowing can no longer be
sustained. After funding entitlements and interest on the
debt, every dollar the government spends on everything

else is borrowed, he said.
Shannon questioned if the
current Congress and the
President will accept the
financial responsibilities of
their office to prevent the
inevitable collapse.
What can be done?
Congress must admit the
problem. They must explain
the problem to the people
and we must face the pain
of fixing the problem. Shannon noted that Americans
for Prosperity and the Heritage Foundation have proposed plans for balancing
the budget in 10 years.
This includes: Entitlements, pensions, and government spending must be
cut, a fair tax code enacted,
and citizens must elect legislators who will fix the financial solvency of the country
or we will all go down with
the sinking ship. The above
info from Shannon’s presentation can be seen on a fiveminute video at youtube.
com/watch?v=EW51dwltaA
c&feature=youtu.be.
Shannon also noted that
now is the time that most
budget decisions are made by
local boards of supervisors,
school boards and the General Assembly. He suggested
citizens attend meetings and
take note of any increases in
unwarranted expenditures.
This is especially true in
K-12 education which comprises a majority of rural
budgets. Shannon said the
federal budget for K-12 was
increased 134% from 2002
to 2012 and that in light of
these tremendous increases,
further increases are unwarranted. Lancaster County
continues to increase education funding in spite of lower
student enrollment.
Lyn Neira is the communications chairman for the
99th District Tea Party.

Three Great Decisions
discussion groups will
organize locally in 2013
Great Decisions discussion groups will meet in late January.
The non-partisan, non-governmental, Foreign Policy Association sponsors Great Decisions, said Roger T. Fortin, who
coordinates one of the local discussion groups. Participation
in the discussions increases understanding of eight current
issues facing the nation. Anyone is invited to join the discussion groups.
Participants are not expected to be experts in the ﬁelds, only
interested in the topics, said Fortin.
The 2013 topics are: Future of the Euro, Egypt, NATO,
Myanmar and Southeast Asia, Humanitarian Intervention,
Iran, China in Africa and Threat Assessment.
There are three discussion groups in the area. Call the nearest group to reserve a booklet.
Organizational meetings will be held:
s*ANUARY  AT 3T -ARYS 7HITECHAPEL IN ,IVELY #ALL &ORTIN
at 462-0431.
s &EBRUARY  AT ,ANCASTER #OMMUNITY ,IBRARY IN +ILMARnock. Call Thomas A. York at 435-0088.
s *ANUARY  AT $ELTAVILLE #OMMUNITY !SSOCIATION "UILDING
in Deltaville. Call Stan Coloff at 776-7195.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

L

ast week a friend, who is himself a
recent arrival to the Northern Neck,
sent an email alerting me that we should
prepare for the next Yankee invasion. His
point of reference was the New York Times
article on the Northern Neck in the previous
Sunday edition of the paper. He had read it
online, and was the first of many to make
quite similar comments.
I had known the article was coming,
but, given my own preference for handson research, I had waited to read the print
version. It contains some beautiful pictorial images taken at the peak of fall color,
depicting the area in great natural splendor.
The author’s opening admission that he
had never heard of the Northern Neck until
shortly before his visit was borne out in the
errors he produced as a result of his cursory
trip here, although on the whole his effort
made worthwhile reading.
He began with a mention of Kilmarnock’s
own Cap’n Red Cornwell, one of the Northern Neck’s tried and true originals, indicating that he knew how to choose a representative figure from our midst to highlight the
character of our area. When he came to his-

From Captain John Smith’s
exploratory voyages through
our waters down to our
recent guest’s sojourns, the
Northern Neck has exuded a
fascination for visitors.
tory and geography, he was less observant.
He confused Martha Washington, the
first First Lady, with Mary Washington, the
mother of the first president. Martha, as
the cognoscenti know, was a native of New
Kent County in the Middle Peninsula. Mary
is the historical pride of Lancaster County,
although she is buried in Fredericksburg.
Geographically, he suffered from a similar form of dyslexia, apparently thinking
that one county seat is as good as another.
In describing the historical and visual
appointments of the village of Lancaster
Courthouse, he gave the setting a bonus
by throwing in Saint Stephen’s Episcopal
Church in Heathsville, the seat of Northum-

berland County. He accurately described
the significant architectural presence of
the church, but mislocated it by about 15
miles.
From Captain John Smith’s exploratory
voyages through our waters down to our
recent guest’s sojourns, the Northern Neck
has exuded a fascination for visitors. The
abundant natural beauty coupled with the
remaining historically important contributions of mankind’s life here, many of which
sadly are vanishing, exert a draw that is
now in the beginning of its fifth century.
To try to encapsulate the images of a peninsula 120 miles long by 15 miles wide garnered from a brief hop down the major arteries of Routes 3 and 360 would be difficult
under any conditions. The author has succeeded in presenting a picture of a bucolic
part of the East Coast only three hours from
the nation’s capital, despite his lack of geographical and historical precision.
Idiomatically, he uses the inappropriate
preposition “on,” in lieu of the regionally
correct “in” when speaking of being here.
The late historian C. Jackson Simmons, the
recognized authority on the linguistic, as

well as the historical mores of the Northern
Neck, continually insisted that we retain our
traditional idioms in everyday parlance.
As the authority on our language, he often
spoke and wrote about the regional nuances
that were part of our heritage, emphasizing
how important their retention was in times
when the mass media attempted to homogenize the American way of speech. To use
the expression “on the Northern Neck” is to
succumb to that process, and to label oneself a Come-here, as indeed the author of
the Times article was.
As we begin to prepare for the forthcoming invasion, another friend has suggested
that we raise the drawbridges, and hold
firm the old sod against further inroads. His
comment recalls that other famous phrase
from Jack Simmons’s lexicon in which
he called the Northern Neck “our moated
Eden.” Tourists will come, and as we welcome their investment in our homeland, we
must also work to retain that uniqueness
that makes the Northern Neck the attractive
place it is, and hope that future visitors will
not be as geographically challenged as the
recent writer.
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Governor salutes Farm Bureau’s efforts
in passage of property rights amendment

Do you remember?
Who could forget the annual Kilmarnock Christmas Parade?
This photo shows Santa and his sleigh in the 1985 parade, said
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do
you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock
Museum.

Analyst predicts ‘a long slog’
in Congress over next four years

S

umming up the nation’s political climate over the coming
four years, Stuart Rothenberg told about 500 Virginia
farmers to “prepare for a long, hard ﬁght. … We are a
roughly evenly divided country here, and it’s going to be a
long slog. Just get used to it.”
Rothenberg is editor and publisher of The Rothenberg
Political Report, a semi-monthly newsletter that provides
reporting and analysis of American elections and their political ramiﬁcations. He delivered the November 27 keynote
address, “Election 2012: What Now?” at the 2012 Virginia
Farm Bureau Federation annual convention in Chantilly.
On the surface, it might look as if “nothing happened” to
the federal government and the balance of political power
after November’s election, he said. The country still has the
same Democratic president, as well as a Democrat-controlled
Senate and a Republican-controlled House. At the same time,
however, he described the outcome of November’s races as
“a wet dishrag across the face” for conservatives.
Essentially, he said, “you have a country that decided it
didn’t want to go back to the Bush years,” given current economic and other conditions.
The changes are evident in the election statistics, Rothenberg said. Young voters, expected to turn out in smaller numbers than they did in 2008, made up one percentage point
more of the electorate than they did that year. And more
than half of them were Obama supporters. The percentage
of white voters dropped from 74% of the electorate to 72%,
marking the second presidential election in which white
voters did not make up at least three-quarters of Americans
who cast a ballot. The number of black voters remained
steady, while more Americans of Asian and Latino descent
voted.
He attributed the outcome of federal elections in part to
the fact that “stuff happens” that is not speciﬁcally generated
by campaigns and parties but still inﬂuences voters—President Obama’s performance in the ﬁrst debate, Mitt Romney’s
taped “47%” remark and the devastation of Hurricane Sandy.
Rothenberg also told his audience not to expect an
improved spirit of cooperation in Congress. In January, there
will be fewer moderates and pragmatists from either party in
ofﬁce, which could hinder compromises.
One issue on which the 2012 elections are likely to have a
dramatic impact is immigration, he said. He cited a speech
earlier this year by Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., in which
Rubio said the nation in general and conservatives speciﬁcally, “need to stop talking about illegal immigration and
start talking about legal immigration.”
Turning to the 2013 Virginia gubernatorial race, Rothenberg said state politics also are inﬂuenced by factors other
than the candidates.
He said presumed Democratic candidate Terry McAuliffe
could beneﬁt from the fact that “Northern Virginia has suddenly become the dominant force in Virginia politics.” On
the other hand, Virginians historically have elected consecutive governors from the same party in twos and threes. That
might or might not enhance the chances of a Republican
candidate, Rothenberg said, “but it’s going to be quite a race,
and it’s going to draw a lot of national attention.”
With nearly 150,000 members in 88 county Farm Bureaus,
VFBF is Virginia’s largest farmers’ advocacy group. Farm
Bureau is a non-governmental, nonpartisan, voluntary organization committed to protecting Virginia’s farms and ensuring a safe, fresh and locally grown food supply.

Do your
Christmas Shopping
while listening to
101.7 Bay FM
9th Annual

RADIO CHRISTMAS
GIFT AUCTION
Friday, December 7
7-9 pm on 101.7 Bay FM
435-1313 or 435-1414
Some gift items to be auctioned:
Selection of Framed & Matted Prints
Women’s Accessories
Golf Packages
Massage Package
Steamed Crabs & Fresh Oysters
Country Ham & Wine...oh my!!
and much, much more!
Visit lancasterva.com/events and click
“Radio Auction” for more details.
Sponsored by: Lancaster By the Bay Chamber

Gov. Robert F. McDonnell
recently raised a glass of Virginia
sparkling cider and toasted the
efforts of Virginia Farm Bureau
Federation (VFBF) to pass a constitutional amendment to protect
private property rights.
“It’s cider month, so it’s only
appropriate to make a toast to
great cider makers in Virginia
and to you for putting your heart
and soul into enshrining private
property rights in the [state] constitution,” McDonnell told participants November 27 at the VFBF
annual convention in Chantilly. “I
want to salute you for the signiﬁcant work you’ve done on passage
of the amendment. I don’t think it
would have happened without the
efforts of the Farm Bureau.”
Question 1 on the November
6 Virginia ballot passed by 75%.
The amendment requires all government and private condemning authorities to ensure that any
eminent domain takings are for
public purposes rather than private gain. It also requires property owners be paid fair market
value for their land; limits takings
to land necessary for public purposes; and requires compensation

Lancaster
NAACP to
hold retreat

The
Lancaster
County’s
Branch of the NAACP will hold a
membership leadership retreat at
6 p.m. Tuesday, December 11, at
the Bank of Lancaster northside
in Kilmarnock.
The purpose of the leadership
retreat will be to plan for next
year’s activities, said president
Lloyd N. Hill. Goals, objectives
and strategies for branch operations for 2013-14 will be formulated.
All NAACP ofﬁcers, chairpersons and executive board members are expected to attend, said
Hill. They are urged to RSVP
Hill at 438-6713 if you will be
in attendance. Holiday refreshments will be served.

Last call for
Santa letters
The Rappahannock Record
will publish letters to Santa in the
December 20 issue.
Deliver letters to the Record
ofﬁce by Wednesday, December
12. If letters are written as a class
project, teachers are urged to
submit them by Friday, December 7.
Letters should be written with
a dark pencil or ink and include
the child’s name, age and hometown. Parents, teachers and others
are asked to make certain the letters are legible. Please include the
teacher’s ﬁrst and last names with
class submissions.
Email letters to mail@rrecord.
com, send to Rappahannock
Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, fax to 435-2632,
or deliver them to 27 North Main
Street. There is a delivery slot in
the front door.
The December 20 issue also
will include holiday greetings
from area merchants and others.
The deadline for these advertising messages is December 12.

to landowners for lost business
and access.
“It’s a battle we all started
together back in 2005 with the
Kelo v. New London decision,”
McDonnell said, referring to a
U.S. Supreme Court case that
allowed a Connecticut town to
take people’s homes for private
development. “We ﬁnally got it
on the ballot for the voters, and
I’d say a 3-to-1 majority is a terriﬁc effort. And I commend you
for that.”
McDonnell also praised Farm
Bureau for entering a partnership
to present the State Fair of Virginia after the previous owners
declared bankruptcy. “You did
in eight weeks what no one else
thought was possible and put on

a State Fair. It was really a terriﬁc
effort on your part.”
He also commended the organization for helping sponsor the
annual Governor’s Conference on
Agricultural Trade, which attracts
trade ofﬁcials from around the
world. Virginia’s agricultural and
forestry exports totaled $2.35
billion last year, McDonnell said,
and he plans to continue promoting Virginia products globally.
“You keep working hard and
produce some of the best farm
and forestry products, and we’ll
continue to promote them around
the world,” he said.
The ﬁfth annual Governor’s
Conference on Agricultural
Trade will be held March 7 and
8 in Richmond.

CHRISTMAS MARKET
3ATURDAY $ECEMBER  s AM PM
The Dance Studio of Kilmarnock
 7 #HURCH 3TREET
Featuring Local Artisans and Vendors
3HOP (ANDMADE #RAFTS !RT *EWELRY
"AKED 'OODS  MORE

NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons
Parking Lots Will Be Closed
Next Friday, Dec. 14, at 6:45pm
No Entrance/Exit To Main Street Until
8:00 pm For Christmas Parade

Travel
Representative

Vacations and Cruises

Angie Stephens
Travel Consultant

Cruise

&

Tour Specials

An Independent
Contractor of CI Travel
Irvington, VA 22480

astephens@citravel.com
direct 804-438-5350

My name
me is Harley,
Harley I’m a yellow lab/hound mix my ffamily
didn’t come for me when animal control picked me up. I
had a collar but I guess nobody really wanted me. I was
sad and scared, I was scheduled to be put to death, people
say put to sleep; the problem is you don’t ever wake up.
The Northern Neck Humane Society came and got me and
saved my life. I’m a sweet boy, I am crate trained, current
on shots and neutered. I have been waiting for a forever
home and family of my own to love and to be loved.
Please come see me and lets try each other out.
Please call NNHS at 804-453-3114 or 804-453-7111
Ask for Tom

The
Perfect Touch
Now Showing
Virginia Artists and Artisans
Wonderful Local Talent...
Creating Perfect Gifts!
Rt. ľ, Lively, VA.
ŃĻĿ-ĿŁĽ-ŁĽŁĻ

4FOEJOH
$ISJTUNBT
DBSET
UIJTZFBS
Why not send
your
Christmas
message
through the
Rappahannock
Record?
No cards to
buy!
No envelopes to
address!
No postage
to pay!
No worries,
be happy!
We have a wide
selection of new
and colorful art
designed to
present your
holiday good
wishes and
thanks to over
17,000 readers.
Or businesses
can use a photo
of their staff or
building
decorated for
the holidays;
individuals
could use a
photo of the
family or their
holiday
decorated
home.
FREE COLOR!
Call soon to be
a part of the
December 20
Christmas
edition,
complete with
Letters to Santa!

Rappahannock
Record
804-435-1701
Fax: 804-435-2632
mail@rrecord.com
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FEMA denies disaster
assistance for Accomack

‘Have you walked your emu today?’
While on his way to work one recent morning, John Howard
came upon this emu in the road following this truck near the
River Birch animal farm in Locust Hill. “Apparently the emu
had gotten out of its pen and was being led back by its handler
in the truck,” said Howard. “It is amazing to me that the emu
somehow recognized the driver or the truck because it was
following it as though it had done so many times before.”
Photo by John Howard

Gov. McDonnell urges folks
to prepare for winter weather
RICHMOND—With
the
upcoming winter season in
mind, Gov. Bob McDonnell
recently proclaimed December
2 through 8 “Winter Preparedness Week” in the Commonwealth and urges all Virginians
to prepare for any major winter
storms in the months ahead.
“Over the past 14 months,
the Commonwealth has suffered through extended power
outages resulting from warm
weather systems like hurricanes and derechos. We hope
all Virginians have taken note
of these storms and will now
take steps to be ready for
the storms that winter could
bring,” said Gov. McDonnell.
“As a Commonwealth, we are
taking every prudent precaution to prepare and I hope that
Virginians will do the same.
To highlight the importance of
being winter-ready, I am asking
our citizens to observe December 2-8 as Winter Preparedness
Week.”
Although last winter was
less snowy than the previous two winters in Virginia,
the National Weather Service
(NWS) notes that anything
could happen this year.
“It looks as though there will
be a greater number of opportunities for low pressure systems
to track nearby compared to
last winter,” said Bill Sammler,
NWS warning coordination
meteorologist. “Temperatures
are the wildcard in the pattern
that is setting up. If we have
cold temperatures with these
southern low pressure systems,
then we could have more snow
or messy mixed precipitation
events.”
To prepare, citizens are
urged to:
s 'ET lREPLACES AND WOOD
stove chimneys inspected and
cleaned.
s )NSTALL SMOKE DETECTORS
in every bedroom and one on
every level of the home. Check
the batteries every month and
install new batteries now.
s 0LUG SPACE HEATERS IF USING
them) directly into wall sockets; don’t use extension cords.
s +EEP SPACE HEATERS AT LEAST
three feet from other objects
such as furniture, bedding and
draperies.
s $O NOT LEAVE SPACE HEATERS
unattended.
s 4URN SPACE HEATERS OFF
when going to bed, or leaving
the house.
s 'ATHER EMERGENCY SUPplies. Start with these items:
at least three days of food that
does not need refrigeration or
electricity to prepare; at least
three days of water, one gallon
per day per family member; a
battery-powered and/or handcrank radio and extra batteries.
s -AKE AN EMERGENCY
plan. Decide on a meeting
place to gather with family
if returning home is not an

SUBSCRIBE
435-1701
RRecord.com

option. Choose an out-of-town
friend or relative as a point-ofcontact and be sure all family
members have that person’s
phone number. Remember
family members with special
needs and pets when drafting a
plan. Get a free worksheet at
vaemergency.gov/sites/default/
ﬁles/Plan_0.pdf
s 'ET WHERE YOU NEED TO GO
before the weather gets bad.
Road condition information
is available at 511, or 511Virginia.org.
s 2EDUCE SPEED AND LEAVE A
safe driving distance from other
vehicles, even when roads have
been treated with salt and/or
sand.

RICHMOND—The Federal
Emergency Management Agency
has denied Virginia’s request for
Individual Assistance to help
property owners in Accomack
County affected by Hurricane
Sandy.
“I am disappointed that residents of Accomack County will
not receive the federal disaster
relief they desperately need in the
wake of Hurricane Sandy,” said
Gov. Bob McDonnell. “I personally visited the county in the days
after the storm and met individually with a number of citizens
who suffered severe ﬂooding and
damage from the storm. They
need federal help. Unfortunately,
that help has not been approved.
We will continue to look for all
ways by which to help our fellow
Virginians in need. One means
is through donations to the Virginia Disaster Relief Fund, and I
encourage Virginians who want
to help the residents of Accomack
to use the fund to get involved
and help out.”
The federal Individual Assistance Program would have made
funding available to homeowners,
renters and businesses in the form
of low-interest loans and grants,
unemployment assistance, disaster housing assistance and crisis
counseling.
The Virginia Department of
Emergency Management will
make a recommendation to Gov.
McDonnell on whether to appeal
FEMA’s denial or to apply for
disaster assistance from the Small
Business Administration.
If a request for SBA assistance
is approved, loans up to $200,000
would be available to homeowners to repair or replace damaged or
destroyed real estate. Homeowners and renters would be eligible
for loans up to $40,000 to repair
or replace damaged or destroyed
personal property. Businesses
and nonproﬁt organizations of
any size could apply for loans up
to $2 million to repair or replace

damaged or destroyed real estate,
machinery and equipment, inventory, and other business assets.
Donations to the Virginia
Disaster Relief Fund may be
made at payments.vi.virginia.
gov/donatenow.
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Public assistance
Gov. McDonnell previously
announced federal disaster assistance to help local and state governments recover from the impact
of Hurricane Sandy was approved
by President Barack Obama.
FEMA’s Public Assistance
Program was approved for 28
jurisdictions including Lancaster,
Middlesex, Northumberland and
Westmoreland counties.
This program makes funding available to reimburse state
and local governments for costs
associated with response and
recovery efforts, such as debris
removal and related emergency
services, as well as the repair or
replacement of disaster-damaged
facilities.

Sacred Carol Concerts
Sunday, December 16, 5 & 7 p.m.
A limited number of 2011 Concert CDs
available after each concert for a donation
of $10. To reserve a CD, call 435-6761 by Dec. 13.

Hosted by:
White Stone United Methodist Church
Admission donations will go to the local
Red Cross chapter & Interfaith

Holiday Cleaning
Special!
SAVE 20%

On carpet & furniture cleaning & SAVE 20% on
ORIENTAL RUG CLEANING WHEN YOU BRING
THEM IN TO US.

KingsCleaningServices.com
800-828-4398
We do water damage clean-up 24/7

Seven Good Reasons
to Shop Local in Lancaster
this Holiday Season:
1. It keeps dollars in our economy, helping to support our schools, parks and vital
community services.

2. It helps the environment. Buying local reduces your carbon footprint.
3. It creates and keeps local jobs. Local businesses create jobs in the community. Many
local businesses are owned by locals.

4. It nurtures our community. Our local businesses support our schools, charities, events
and festivals.

5. It creates more choice. Local businesses respond to their customers and have

freedom to choose the items they sell. They often carry a wider array of unique
products that are locally-made or produced.

6. It cultivates the entrepreneurial spirit, the backbone of any economy.
7.

It’s fun. Meet your neighbors and discover what our local businesses have to offer.

Everyone Beneﬁts

Studies by Civic Economics have shown that, for every
$100 spent locally, up to $70 stays in the community through payroll, taxes
and other expenditures. In turn, this money helps support schools, parks, and
RWKHUFRPPXQLW\DVVHWV$VDUHVXOWHYHU\RQHEHQHÀWV
Please join Chesapeake Bank and Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Commerce
and shop local this holiday season. Not only will shopping locally save you
money, but when the buck stays here, we’re recirculating money in our
community to create a stronger and more prosperous local economy.
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