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Prominent farmer Luther E. Welch dies
by Shannon Rice

P

rominent Northumberland
County farmer, historian and
philanthropist Luther E. Welch died
Thanksgiving Day at age 80 from
injuries received in a fall at home.
A well respected member of the
farm community, Welch was known
to share the bounty of his gardens,
which were always distributed with
an accompanying story.
“He was always a pleasure to work
with, sharing stories of his trade and
his philosophy,” said Bob Pitman,
Welch’s nephew and superintendent
of the Eastern Virginia Agriculture
Research and Extension Center.
Welch’s generosity is most visible at the Northern Neck Farm
Museum in Burgess. He and his
wife, Margaret, donated both the
land and the bulk of the museum’s
collection. Proceeds from the sale of
his memoir, The Boy and the Mule,
are used to support the museum. The
Luther Welch Agricultural Center
was named in his honor.
“It’s remarkable the amount of
equipment he had amassed. The
museum is a great snapshot of how
farm work used to be done,” said
Pitman.
In less visible arenas, Welch

Deck the town
Kilmarnock ofﬁcially welcomed the Christmas season November 20 with the
lighting of the town tree at 22 East Church Street.Town ofﬁcials and residents
gathered for the ceremony which included acknowledging the families who
generously provided the holiday banners that adorn Steptoe’s District. The
banners are given in memory or honor of loved ones. Among other town
activities, registration for the 34th annual Kilmarnock Lighted Christmas
Parade is due by 5 p.m. Friday and sign-up begins for the annual Holiday
Lighting Contest (see stories on page A5). Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Santa letters due by Dec. 12
The Rappahannock Record will
publish letters to Santa in the December 20 issue.
Deliver letters to the Record ofﬁce
by Wednesday, December 12. If letters are written as a class project,
teachers are urged to submit them by
Friday, December 7.
Letters should be written with a
dark pencil or ink and include the
child’s name, age and hometown.
Parents, teachers and others are asked
to make certain the letters are legible.
Please include the teacher’s ﬁrst and

last names with class submissions.
Email letters to mail@rrecord.com,
send to Rappahannock Record, P.O.
Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482,
fax to 435-2632, or deliver them to
the Record ofﬁce at 27 North Main
Street. There is a delivery slot in the
front door for after-hours submissions.
The December 20 issue also will
include holiday greetings from area
merchants and others. The deadline
for these advertising messages is
December 12.

gations by his ofﬁce or the Lancaster
sheriff’s ofﬁce.
He also noted that the paragraph,
“Following the order, Cunningham
was asked if he intended to pursue
further legal action against Schmidt.
He replied, ‘The terms of Judge Ellis’s
consent order are clear. If I receive
evidence that he is not in compliance,
appropriate action will be taken at that
time,’” was taken out of context.
That was one of his responses to a
series of speciﬁc questions posed by
the reporter following a court order
that Schmidt turn over all records to the
Commonwealth’s Attorney-elect. However, the questions were never reported,
said Cunningham.
The statement “Cunningham
enlisted the help of Attorney General
Ken Cuccinelli’s ofﬁce to prosecute
Schmidt” also is misleading, added

Business ..............C7--8
Calendar ...................B2
6

56525 10491

6

Churches .............. B5-8
Classiﬁed ............. D1-3

Luther E. Welch

as a deacon at Morrattico Baptist
Church.
“Luther was proof positive that one
person can make a difference, can
achieve his dreams, and can leave his
community better than he found it,”
said friend Henry Lane Hull.
An obituary appears on page B6.
A tribute appears in the Excerpts
column on page A6.

Kilmarnock council adopts
changes to town charter, 5-1
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Proposed
amendments to the town charter last
week ignited a debate between the
mayor and the majority of council
members over the power and duties
of his ofﬁce.
On a 5-1 roll call vote, the amendments passed with one minor
change.
During the meeting, mayor Raymond Booth delivered several prepared speeches attacking council on
issues ranging from the budget to
accusing members of an organized
effort to strip him of his power. He
also alluded to a conspiracy in the
preparation of the minutes because
one word was in error. Council agreed
to let him review the recording of the
minutes and tabled approval until the
December meeting.
Throughout the meeting, the mayor’s comments resulted in so many
debates that one citizen proclaimed
they were disrupting parliamentary

Commonwealth’s Attorney says Schmidt’s charge
is not political, article was incorrect and misleading
LANCASTER—Commonwealth’s
Attorney Robert Cunningham this
week offered corrections to a front page
article appearing last week regarding a
recent misdemeanor charge against his
predecessor.
Cunningham said the article erroneously implies the misdemeanor charge
is politically motivated, especially the
statement: “A year later, Cunningham
continues to pursue his opponent with
legal action, charging him with destroying records prior to leaving ofﬁce.”
Having recused himself from the
issue in early summer, the current
charge is a result of investigations by
the Virginia State Police and the Attorney General’s ofﬁce, as required by
the Code of Virginia, said Cuningham.
Although the issue stems from alleged
incidents following the 2011 election,
the charge is not the result of investi-

extended aid to the people of Tangier
Island by supplying them vegetables
last summer.
Additionally, he was always willing to serve as a host of the Northumberland-Lancaster Extension
Ofﬁce’s ﬁeld days.
Welch served for many years on
the Northern Neck Soil and Water
Conservation District board. He was
recognized by the NNSWCD for his
40 years of service in January.
“Luther gave much and served
above and beyond, and he was a
vocal supporter of our principles
of stewardship and conservation
of natural resources before and
after his ofﬁcial service,” said
Faye Andrashko, education and
public relations specialist for the
NNSWCD.
In response to this recognition and
the end of his tenure he said, “I’ve
been living through the time of the
mule to the 240 horsepower tractor.
It comes to a time when things must
come to an end.”
Welch was a member of the Rehoboth Church Ruritan Club, Northumberland County Young Farmers and
held an active presence in the Virginia Farm Bureau. He also served

Cunningham.
The decision was made to contact
the appropriate authorities although
some time had elapsed after the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s ofﬁce reviewed
pending cases to ﬁnd some information
appeared to be missing from the ﬁles
and the ofﬁce had time to research the
appropriate course of action required
by the state code, he said.
“I did everything by the book to make
it non-political,” said Cunningham.
Had he been contacted prior to publication of last week’s story, he would
have explained the current activity is
not politically motivated, he said.
Former Commonwealth’s Attorney C. Jeffers Schmidt was arraigned
in Lancaster General District Court
November 14 on a charge of false entry
and destruction of public records. A
trial date has been set for March 6.
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procedure and out of order. The meeting ended with councilman William
Smith calling for an end to debates
and comments in the interest of keeping proper minutes and following
procedure.
The ﬁrst breech of parliamentary
procedure occurred when Booth
began a speech during the portion of
the meeting reserved for public comments. Vice mayor Emerson Gravatt
interrupted him and insisted that he
relinquish leadership of the meeting
and speak as a private citizen at the
public podium.
Booth relinquished his gavel, but
spoke from his position at the council
table.
In his statement, Booth said he did
not approve this year’s budget because
it would result in deﬁcit spending of
some $800,000. He asked council to
“...back off spending...and set aside
plans for a new town hall. Property
assessments are down 25% or more.
Now is a time to be fair to taxpayers.
Someone said we need to revise our

tax rate. Thinking like this is disingenuous,” Booth stated.
“You’re very quick to bring up the
problems but you never offer any
solutions,” Gravatt replied. “If you
don’t, then you are part of the problem.”
Council woman Rebecca Tebbs
Nunn accused Booth of making
political statements. She noted that
over $1 million was spent in water
and sewer infrastructure that put
the town’s utilities in the best shape
they’ve been in decades and able to
meet many of the mandates handed
down by the state.
“You can’t spend $100,000 on a
capital project that requires $1 million,” said Nunn. “We have the money.
It’s not a deﬁcit when you have the
money. People who don’t comprehend budgets don’t understand that
just because it’s there doesn’t mean
we’re going to spend it.”
CHARTER, continued on page A2
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‘Memories in the Making’ reaches Charter
into the soul of Alzheimer’s victims

continued from page A1
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Every 68 seconds, someone
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and memories start to fade.
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the disease, is a constant
reminder of loss and failure.
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Assault at middle school leads to call for community meeting
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—An assault on a
seventh-grader by another student at Lancaster Middle School Monday resulted in
the victim being transported to the hospital and parents organizing a meeting
to address a school system that they say
appears unable to deal with bad behavior.
“Our ﬁrst responsibility is to provide
safe schools for our children,” said Bill
Smith, a former member of the Lancaster
school board. “A child hiding from his
attacker in the boys restroom is not a safe
environment.”
According to principal Kim Hammond,
an argument between two male students
escalated into an assault inside the boys
restroom between classes Monday afternoon. One child was transported to

Rappahannock General Hospital before
being transferred to another hospital.
Disciplinary sanctions took place following the incident, which is now under
investigation by the Lancaster County
Sheriff’s Department, Hammond said.
School board chairman Patrick
McCranie said he was not notiﬁed of the
incident but that standard practice in such
cases is an automatic 10-day suspension.
The board will discuss further action at the
December 10 meeting, said McCranie.
Hammond said preparations to notify
parents about the altercation were delayed
pending the investigation.
Smith is calling on the community to
join a new organization, Community for
our Schools (CFS), which will meet at
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 4, at the
Dreamﬁelds complex on Irvington Road.

“There has to be a voice coming from the
schools and we don’t have that,” said Smith.
“Teachers are asked to feed positive
information to the administration and
school board. But I’ve seen a downward
spiral in our school district over the past
ﬁve or six years,” he said. “We are losing
good teachers and parents are pulling their
kids out and paying $2,000 to put them in
other districts like Middlesex.”
The goal of CFS is to give teachers the
authority to discipline bad behavior and
ensure all students their right to an education, he said.
“It is a meeting about hiring capable and
positive administrators who will enforce
school board policies and support our
teachers,” said Smith. “And it is a meeting where the voice of our teachers can be
heard without fear of repercussion.”

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett this week
reported charges against ﬁve
individuals.

CRIME
SOLVERS

Felonies
Thomas W. Newton III, 21,
of Light Street was charged
November 26 with embezzlement.

Misdemeanors
A Gloucester man, 35, was
charged November 20 with
failure to appear in court.
A Kilmarnock area man,
29, was charged November
26 with failure to appear in
Lancaster court and in King
George court.
A Nuttsville Road man, 32,
was charged November 26 with
assault and battery.
A Corrotoman Drive woman,
58, was charged November 27
with drunk driving.

Activity report
November 19: Staff notiﬁed the game warden and
responded to a complaint of
trespass by hunters in the area
of Windmill Point Road and
Tyler Lane, and responded to a
domestic disturbance on Nuttsville Road.
November 20:
Staff
assisted a Clubhouse Road
resident with the batteries to
her smoke alarm, destroyed an
animal injured in a deer strike
accident and took custody
of three juveniles for whom
detention orders had been
issued. Staff responded to a
destruction of property complaint on Ocran Road (civil
incident between landlord and
tenant), to the Robert O. Norris
Jr. bridge on a motorist’s report
of heavy debris being a trafﬁc
hazard, to a verbal altercation
on Meadoview Drive, with the
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a domestic disturbance/assault on Roseneath
Avenue, and with Virginia State
Police (VSP) to the area of Taylors Creek Road and Larkspur
Lane for a reported deer strike
accident in which the vehicle
was rolled and totaled. Staff
received a contractor fraud
report from a Morattico Road
property owner ($39,069 loss),
and a walk-in complaint of the
theft of a motor vehicle from
the 11000 block of Courthouse
Road (complainant cancelled
the call when vehicle was
located; no criminal incident).
Staff attempted to locate the
source of a cellular E911 call
possibly in the 1200 block
of Good Luck Road, notiﬁed
the power utility for a Mosquito Beach Lane resident
who reported a six-hour loss
of power and checked on the
well-being of two Keep Safe
program participants when
prearranged telephone contact
could not be made (no emergency services needed in either
case).
November 21:
Staff
received a trafﬁc complaint
from an Oak Hill Road resident
and responded to Queenstown
Road on a resident’s complaint of possible illegal drugs,
to a report of a man down on
Piney Point Road (subject was
transported to his home; no
EMS involved), with the White
Stone Police Department
(WSPD) to a motorist’s report
of a hit-and-run trafﬁc crash
on the Norris bridge (suspect
vehicle was intercepted; incident turned over to VSP), to an
E911 disconnect call on Regina
Road (children playing on the
phone), and notiﬁed the game
warden of a trespass by hunting complaint on Woodbrook
Drive and Ring Farm Road.
November 22: Staff discovered an unsecured door to
a White Stone area business

L

ancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information
on drive-by shootings that
resulted in property damage.
Around 1:30 a.m. November
24, Lancaster County Deputies responded to a call of
shots being ﬁred from vehicles
on Morattico and Nuttsville
roads. While checking the area
ofﬁcers found damage to the
door of Bunnys Service Station and to a car that was on
the property from the shots
that were ﬁred.
Also, at 1:14 a.m. the same
night, a motorist came to Lancaster County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce
and reported that her car had
been shot into while she was
on Crawfords Corner Road.
These two incidents are
under investigation.
If you have information
on either of these incidents,
including information on the
drivers or cars involved, call
Lancaster County Crime Solvers at 462-7463.
You will not have to give
your name or appear in court.
Crime Solvers pays rewards
up to $1,000 for information
regarding criminal activity.

during routine late night building checks (no criminal incident involved).
November 23:
Staff
responded to a cellular E911
disconnect call in the 6000
block of Courthouse Road (no
emergency services needed),
with VSP to a disorderly conduct/assault with a golf cart
complaint on the golf course
on King Carter Drive, with
VSP to a single-vehicle trafﬁc
crash on Bluff Point Road, to a
child custody/visitation complaint on Sullavans Road and
destroyed an animal involved
in a deer strike accident in the
area of Irvington and Woods
roads.
November 24: Staff received
a walk-in report of destruction of property on Crawfords
Corner Road ($1,500 damages
to vehicle; related to a shots
ﬁred call in Northumberland);
responded to a shots ﬁred call
in the 2600 block of Morattico
Road (parked vehicle struck
by gunshot; $1,200 damages),
with VSP to a single-vehicle
trafﬁc crash in the 4000 block
of Mary Ball Road, with KPD
to a mental health emergency
on Harris Road, to a cellular
E911 disconnect call on Ocran
Road (children playing on
the phone), and with VSP to
a shots ﬁred complaint in the
3100 block of White Chapel
Road. Staff checked on the
well-being of a sick juvenile,
subject of a child visitation
matter in the Mollusk area at
the request of out of town custodial parent (no emergency
services needed), received a
burglary and larceny report
from the 700 block of Nuttsville Road (200 feet copper
wire, window screen; $165
loss), and a larceny report from
a Shore View Drive property
owner (1989 25 HP Mercury
outboard motor; $400 loss).
Staff notiﬁed Northumberland
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authorities to check on the wellbeing of a Font Hill resident at
the request of a concerned outof-town family member.
November 25:
Staff
checked on the well-being of a
Keep Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made (no
emergency services needed),
responded to a destruction of
property/assault
complaint
on Western Branch Road,
to a reported mental health
emergency on White Hall
Road (domestic disturbance
involved), to a possible mental
health emergency on Sage Hill
Road, to a domestic disturbance on White Hall Road and
notiﬁed a wildlife rehabilitator
of an injured pelican found on
Cherry Point Drive.
November 26:
Staff
responded to a domestic disturbance on Myers Creek Road,
assisted Middlesex authorities with executing a criminal
warrant on a subject on Harris
Road, responded to an E911
disconnect call in the 1200
block of Goodluck Road (no
emergency services needed), to
a domestic disturbance in the
800 block of Nuttsville Road,
to a domestic disturbance on
Regina Road and to a suspicious vehicle complaint on
Gaines Road.
November
27:
Staff
responded to a suspicious
person complaint in the area
of Rappahannock Drive and
Shady Lane and checked on
the well-being of a pedestrian
in the area of Mary Ball and
Kamps Mill Roads.
The sheriff’s staff also conducted 35 trafﬁc stops, issued
11 summonses, assisted seven
motorists, reported 12 deer
strikes, handled two calls for
trafﬁc control, investigated 12
building alarms, logged three

S

inmate transports, and ﬁelded
four calls for animal control
service.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a med-evac landing zone
request on Waddeys Road, two
trafﬁc crashes on Bluff Point
Road and with the White Stone
Volunteer Fire Department and
the Virginia Department of
Forestry to a brush/power line
ﬁre in the 1800 block of Ocran
Road.
The Upper Lancaster VFD
responded to a brush ﬁre on
Spring Hill Road and trafﬁc
crashes in the 4000 block of
Mary Ball Road and on Courthouse Road.
Northumberland County
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins this
week reported charges against
six individuals.

iÌÊÕÃÊÜÊUÊeditor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)

COMING ADVENTURES

DEC. 23-30,
2012

CHRISTMAS CRUISE ON HOLLAND AMERICA’S
NIEUW AMSTERDAM
Celebrate the holidays with the family on this 7 day
Western Caribbean cruise.

FEB. 4-15,
2013

SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN/PANAMA CANAL ON
HOLLAND AMERICA’S ZUIDERDAM
Enjoy the blue waters of the Caribbean before entering
the Panama Canal at Cristobal. Travel through the Gatun
Lake then on to Puerto Limon, Costa Rica.

FEB. 23,
2013

SMITHSONIAN MOTORCOACH TOUR
Enjoy the day on your own exploring the 19
museums and art galleries.

APR. 27MAY 4,
2013

HAWAII - ON NORWEGIAN’S PRIDE OF AMERICA
Enjoy the tropical paradise of Hawaii and visit the
breathtaking islands of Oahu (Honolulu), Kona, Hilo, with
overnights in Maui & Kauai.
WASHINGTON ZOO - MOTORCOACH TOUR
Spend a day of fun with the whole family. Home to 400 different species of animals, including Pandas, Orangutans,
Lions, Tigers and much more!

MAY 18,
2013

JUL. 26AUG. 2,
2013

BERMUDA CRUISE/ROYAL CARIBBEAN’S
GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
Enjoy pink sand beaches and turquoise surf. A beautiful
and relaxing vacation awaits you.
ALASKA - “THE GREAT LAND”/HOLLAND
AMERICA’S MS STATENDAM
Now is the time to visit Alaska. Observe wildlife, pan for
gold & marvel at the glaciers. This pristine wilderness will
capture a 13 day vacation you will not forget.

AUG. 27SEPT. 8,
2013

Adventure
Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200

1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

Felonies
Troy N. Turner, 46, of Callao
was charged November 21 with
abduction and assault and battery of a female subject.
Tyrell O’Neal Brown, 28, of
Callao was charged November
25 with possession of cocaine,
obstruction of justice and for
not showing up at the Northern
Neck Regional Jail.
Shelton M. Cockrell, 35,
of Heathsville was charged
November 26 with two counts
of distribution of cocaine.



  
Fridays and Saturdays 1 pm - 5 pm
Sundays 10 am - 5 pm

Boneless all-you-can-eat wings for $8
         



Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 20, was
charged November 19 with
failing to report to jail to serve
his weekends.
A Callao woman, 28, was
charged November 19 with
eight counts of having no
county tags and no rabies
shots.
A Heathsville man, 51, was
charged November 23 with
curse and abuse.

   
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock VA
$      % !"!     
!! $$$# 
$"  & Twitter
     

pecials
www.specialsltd.com

 3OUTH -AIN 3T s +ILMARNOCK
9:30-5:30 Mon.-Sat. 11:00-3:00 Sun.

804-435-8758

Saturday, December 1st
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
❅ Special appearance by
a Vietri Representative to
sign & personalize these
beautiful
handpainted ceramics in
Italian.
❅ Enter to win an exclusive,
limited edition, signed
platter from our coveted
Old St. Nick collection!
Special 25% Savings on Vietri!
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Shop Locally this
Holiday Season
and
Earn Cash Back.
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50 EAST CHURCH
AMERICAN DIESEL CORP.
ANNA’S PIZZA- KILMARNOCK & WARSAW
APEX TRUSS
ART OF COFFEE
ATHENA VINEYARDS AND WINERY
BACK INN TIME
BAY & RIVER HOME DÉCOR
BAY AUTO SERVICE, INC.
BAY FLOORING
BEASLEY CONCRETE, INC.
BIG RED FLEA
BILL MARTZ IMPRESSIONS
BLUEWATER SEAFOOD & DELI, INC.
BOB-A-LONG CHARTERS AND TACKLE
BUCKS VIEW
BURKES JEWELERS, INC.
C & O AUTO PARTS
CALLAO DAIRY FREEZE
CALM WATERS ROWING CO.
CAPT. FAUNCE SEAFOOD, INC.- MONTROSS & WARSAW
CAROUSEL PHYSICAL THERAPY
CHESAPEAKE ACCOUNTING GROUP
CHESAPEAKE COVE MARINA
CHRIS TRIMBLE’S HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE
COLONIAL NAILS
COUSINS & ASSOCIATES, INC.
CREATIVE VISIONS
CROWTHER HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
CURRIE FUNERAL HOME, INC.
CURRY & CURRY
CUSTOM YACHT SERVICE, INC.
CUTZ & BEYOND
D & A ENTERPRISES
DATA MANAGEMENT, INC.
DAWSON’S SERVICE CENTER
DEHNERT & CLARK CO. PC
DIANE JACKSON ARTIST STUDIO & GALLERY
DICK COOK ORIGINALS
DIGITAL WISDOM, INC.
EAGLES CATCH ANTIQUES

SHEAR PLEASURE
MILITARY MINIATURES
EARL JENKINS MASONRY
SIGN DESIGN
MILL
END
CARPET
SHOP
ECKHARD’S RESTAURANT
SOUTHSIDE SENTINEL
N.N.W AUTO SUPPLY
FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
STEPTOE’S STORE, LLC
NEWELL’S AUTO REPAIR
FLEETON FIELDS BED & BREAKFAST
STRATFORD HALL
NEWSOME’S RESTAURANT, LLC
FLOWERS FOR THE FOUR SEASONS
SYNERGY
GLOBAL SUPPLY
NORTHERN
NECK
EYE
CENTER
OD
PC
FRANKLIN SEWING MACHINE AND CLOCK
THE AUDIOLOGY OFFICES, LLC
NORTHERN NECK MECHANICAL
GARNER’S PRODUCE, LLC
THE BOX BOUTIQUE, LLC
NORTHERN NECK OFFICE EQUIPMENT
GENERAL’S RIDGE VINEYARD & TASTING ROOM
THE BUSINESS CENTER
NORTHERN NECK ROTARY CHARITABLE TRUST
GOOD EATS CAFÉ
THE DANDELION, INC.
NORTHERN
NECK
SEAMLESS
GUTTER
SERVICE
GRANDMA’S JEWELRY BOX
THE HAVEN & SHELTER SERVICES, INC
NORTHERN NECK SECURITY
HAIR DESIGN STUDIO
THE HIGHLANDER STUDIOS
OPEN DOOR COMMUNICATIONS
HALE AUTO PARTS, INC.
THE HOPE & GLORY INN, LLC
PEDESTAL ACCESSORIES & GIFTS
HALE MARINE PARTS CO.
THE INN AT LEVELFIELDS
POOL SIDE SPAS, INC
HANG UPS
THE LANCASTER PLAYERS
POTOMAC BREEZE BED & BREAKFAST
HOSKINS CREEK TABLE CO
THE LIVELY OAKS
POYANT’S PLUMBING
HOUSE OF MUSIC
THE RENAISSANCE SHOP
PRECISION GLASS & MORE
HUTT PRODUCE
THE RIVAH HAIR STUDIO
PREMIER SAILING
J. BROOKS JOHNSTON III DDS LTD
THE WELLLNESS PLACE, LLC
PRITCHARD & FALLIN, INC.
JAMES F. HAMILTON MD PLC
THE WHARF
PRITCHARD & FALLIN PROPERTIES, LLC
JETT’S HARDWARE
THOMAS STORE
R R BEASLEY, INC
JEWELL’S BUILDINGS
THOMAS BEASLEY SEPTIC SYSTEMS
RANDY’S DUNN-RITE AUTOMOTIVE-KILMARNOCK & BURGESS
JULI ANNE
TIDES INN
RANSONE’S NURSERY & MAINTENANCE
KILMARNOCK BODY SHOP
TINA’S TAX SERVICE
RAPPAHANNOCK FOUNDATION
KILMARNOCK INN
TIO’S SUPERMARKET AND CARRY-OUT, LLC
RAPPAHANNOCK GENERAL HOSPITAL
KILMARNOCK PLANING MILL, INC
TOBY’S
RAPPAHANNOCK
RECORD,
INC.
KWIS ROTARY CLUB
TOWN BISTRO
RCC EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
LAMBERTH BLDG MATERIALS
TWO RIVER’S COMMUNICATION
REDNEX SPORTING GOODS
LANCASTER PAWN
VIRGINIA RADIATION THERAPY & ONCOLOGY
REEDVILLE FISHERMEN’S MUSEUM & GIFT SHOP
LEFT BANK GALLERY
WARSAW GLASS, INC.
REGENT POINT MARINA, LLC
LENNY’S RESTAURANT
WARSAW SMALL ENGINE SERVICE
REUBEN BURTON, INC
LEWIS GENERAL REPAIR, INC.
WATERFIELDS FAMILY MARKET
RICHARD F. HAYNIE, INC
LONGABERGER INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT (PEGGY MOTHWESTMORELAND PLAYERS
RIVER MARKET
ERSHEAD)
WHAY’S TV
ROBERT S. WESTBROOK, DDS
LONG’S METAL WORK & MACHINE, INC.
WHICHARD CONSULTING, LLC (HUD-SON VIRGINIA)
ROSEBUD BED & BREAKFAST
MACLEOD METAL WORKS
WHITE STONE PHARMACY
ROSS’S RINGS AND THINGS, LTD
MARINE FABRICATORS, INC.
WINDOWS DIRECT OF EASTERN VA
ROTARY ON STAMPS
MARINE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
WINDOWS ON THE WATER YANKEE POINT SAILBOAT MARINA
S.F. BARNES GENERAL MERCHANDISE, INC
MASTERSEAL HOME PRODUCTS DISTRIBUTOR,INC
YANKEE POINT SAILBOAT MARINA
SAGITTARIUS UNISEX HAIR SALON
MDA COMMONWEALTH COLLECTION
YOURS TRULY PHOTOGRAPHY, LLC
SARA BROWN’S SALON
MERIDIAN YACHT CHARTERS
ZEKIAH GLASS
SEASIDE THAI & FRENCH CUISINE
MERRYVALE FARMS, INC
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Town council
pays down debt
by Audrey Thomasson

Club celebrates

K I L M A R N O C K — Wi t h
interest rates down, the Kilmarnock town council has
decided to take a portion of the
town’s savings and pay down
debt.
Last week members voted
unanimously to retire $2 million in loans on the town’s
water and sewer system.
“We have a large amount of
money in the bank that we can
only put in bonds or C.D.s,”
said town manager Tom Saunders. “Our options are limited.”
He said Kilmarnock’s total
cash reserve is $6,384,841,
which is earning just 0.10%.

On November 13, the Northumberland County Woman’s
Club celebrated its 77th anniversary.The celebration luncheon
took place at Indian Creek Country Club. Guest speaker Paul
Trible Jr., president of Christopher Newport University and
former Virginia Congressman and Senator, spoke on the value
of a liberal arts education and his life on the Northern Neck.
From left are (front row) Eleanor Morris and Vicki Eggers;
KILMARNOCK—It
is
(next row) Linda Montross, Barbara Kennedy, Paul Trible Jr. not too late to register a ﬂoat
and Janet Johnson.
or group for the 34th annual

At the same time, interest on
outstanding debt is at 3.65%,
according to Saunders. Paying
down the debt by $2 million will save the town some
$171,000 annually.
“It makes sense to take
some reserve funds and pay
down the bond debt. It would
improve our operating position...since ﬁnancial sources
suggest interest rates will stay
low,” Saunders said.
The motion by councilman William Smith, seconded by councilman Howard
Straughan, passed on a roll
call vote of 6-0. Mayor Raymond Booth said he supported
council’s decision.

Registration closes Friday for
Kilmarnock Christmas parade

Blood drive collects 95 pints
KILMARNOCK—The
American Red Cross conducted
a blood drive November 5 at
Kilmarnock Baptist Church.
A record 95 pints were collected at this drive, said River
Counties Chapter executive
director Julie Dudley. Each pint
of blood can save up to three
lives.
She thanked everyone for
their support and to the donors
who participated.
Donors were: H. Davis Ackerly, Debra Atkinson-Ballos,
Donald Ball, Laquita Ball, Jon
Baer, Andrew Billups, Dee
Brown, Mahlon Brown, Duane
Busby, Russell Buxton, Lee
Capps, Elizabeth Cardinale,
Victor Clough, Mary Conord,
Joyce Cunningham, Margaret
Curtis, George Currie, Cyrus
Davenport Sr., Tyrone Davis,
Catherine
Davis,
Priscilla
Doeppe, Mike Donelan, Roberta
Dorman and Erin Dunleavy.
Also Larry Edwards, Phyllis Efford, Lisa Faulkner, Angel
Faw, Belinda Fauntleroy, Rosemary Francis, Sandra Grifﬁth,
William Gwaltney, Michael
Harvey, Bonnie Haynie, Donna
Haynie-Clark, Lisa Headley,
Jean Hess, Janet Hinch, Margaret Hock, Charlotte Hollings,
Rick Kahler, Peter Kauneckas,
Joy Kramer, Linda Lake, Rich
Landon, Ara Lewis, Elijah
Lewis and Mary Loftus.
Also, Debbie Marion, Maurice Martin, Brenda Mayer,
John Michael Mayer, Clay
McCaulay, Lynnie McCrobie,
Delores McMurray, Medicioni,
Bill Mitchell, Susan Moenssens,
Karen Mullins, Wayne Mullins,
John Nelson, Carl Newton,
Joan Newton, Beau Nickerson,
John O’Shaughnessy, Nancy
O’Shaughnessy,
Brittany
Owens, Anne Parker, Sandra
Petty, Jim Philbrick, Barbara
Pinkenstein, Joyce Pittman and
Bob Powell.

Also, Ronnie Ransone, Anne
Reisner, Greta Rogg, Carol
Roscher, Greta Rozz, Dawn
Russell, Dr. Anne D. Sandy,
Tom Saunders, Rita Scott,
Stacey Smith, Pauline Sulick,
Harry Taylor, Janet Tayloe, John
Tidwell, June Turnage, James
Vadas, Betty Walters, Jean
Ward, Aimee Warner, Nicole
Warner, Gary Yordy and Debra
Zelaya.
Dudley extended a special
thank you to the Masonic Lodge
members for assisting and sign
set-up/take down, all of the volunteers who provided everything from registration, preparation, prepared and served
food, Roberta Dorman for coordinating the drive, and all other
services including those who
kindly donated food and drinks
for the drive.

Second-hand
Santa Sale
was best ever

Kilmarnock Lighted Christmas Parade. The parade theme
is “Christmas-A Season of
Giving.”
The parade is sponsored by
Lancaster by the Bay Chamber
of Commerce and Dominion
Virginia Power, said Chamber
director Edie Jett. Also this
year, the Northern Neck Food
Bank will serve as grand marshal.
The parade begins at 7 p.m.
December 14 on Main Street
and lasts approximately one
hour, said Jett.
Float and vendor registration is required. All forms are
available at lancasterva.com/
events, or the Chamber ofﬁce
at 506 North Main Street
(435-6092).
Participants may print the

Parade Registration Form
and mail to LBTBC, P.O.
Box 1868, Kilmarnock, VA
22482. All registrations must
be complete and received at
the Chamber ofﬁce by 5 p.m.
Friday, November 30.
All units except emergency
response units and antique
vehicles must be in holiday
decorations, said Jett. The ﬁnal
lineup and staging locations
will be posted on the Chamber’s website the week prior to
the parade.
The parade route starts at
Chesapeake Commons Shopping Center and continues
down Main Street to Irvington Road and ends on School
Street.
“Pre-parade” activities will
take place in Steptoe’s District and Santa will be at the
Kilmarnock Fire Department
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Get your Husband what he
really wants for Christmas
Come and see at

50 East Church
New Stock In Now!!!!
"USHMASTER !R  s "ERETTA
2UGER s 4AURUS s -OSSBERG
2EMINGTON s 7EATHERBY
Full line of ammo available
Wide variety of quality used guns!!
 4RANSFERS
7E "UY 3ELL AND 4RADE
804-435-8722
Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday 10 am - 3:30 pm • Closed Sundays

Santa’s

Give Away Tour
Saturday,
December 8

Registration closes December 12
for Kilmarnock lighting contest
KILMARNOCK—
The
Town of Kilmarnock recently
announced the Holiday Lighting Contest judging will be
held December 16. The contest is open to all residents and
commercial businesses within
the town.
“The Town is happy to
sponsor this program again
this year. With the help of the
Kilmarnock Garden Club, the
winners will be chosen on the
best use of lighting, creativity
of the lights and originality
of the display,” said assistant
town administrator/community
development Susan Cockrell.
“We are excited about another
year of wonderful decorating
through lighting throughout
Kilmarnock.”
First-, second- and thirdplace winners will receive a

KILMARNOCK—The
Rappahannock General Hospital Volunteer Auxiliary’s
Second-hand Santa Sale was
the most successful one yet,
according to fundraiser chairman Linda Cales.
“Thanks to the community
for their donations and for
shopping with us,” said Cales.
“The auxiliary would like to
wish everyone a safe and happy
holiday season.”
Donations of Christmas items
will be accepted for next year’s
sale after January 1, 2013, in
the volunteer’s ofﬁce at the
hospital, or call 435-8546.
Proceeds from all auxiliary
fundraisers are donated to the
KILMARNOCK—The
hospital to beneﬁt patient care, Northern Neck Free Health
said Cales.
Clinic has served some 11,000
individuals since its founding
in 1993, according to executive director Jean Nelson.
Nearly $60 million worth of
care has been provided.
However, economic conditions during the past three
years have only increased
the demand for services, she
added.
The clinic serves lowincome, uninsured residents
of Lancaster, Middlesex,
Northumberland, Richmond
and Westmoreland counties.
From left are Peggy Lassanske, Ruth Huber, A.J. Sutton and The clinic is funded entirely
Faye Andrashko.
by donation, and thanks to the
work of hundreds of volunteers, it is able to turn every
$1 in contributions into more
than $6 worth of health care,
by Shannon Rice
said Nelson. This includes
WICOMICO CHURCH—The Virginia Cooperative Exten- medical and mental-health
sion of Lancaster and Northumberland honored six individu- services, dental care, and preals during its Volunteer Appreciation Program November 26 scription assistance.
at Wicomico Parish Episcopal Church.
The clinic’s budget for ﬁscal
Faye Andrashko, Ruth Huber, Natalie Kohlhepp, Peggy year 2012-13 totals $1.3 milLassanske, A.J. Sutton and Charlene Talcott were recognized lion, which will result in more
as VCE Outstanding Volunteers and Advocates.
than $7 million in services
The event also featured highlights from the VCE’s Family due to the work of the volunand Consumer Sciences, 4-H, Horticulture and Expanded
Food and Nutrition Education programs.
Ronnie Gill, former president of the Virginia Tech College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Organization and vice
president of branch operations at Colonial Farm Credit, was
the keynote speaker.
“You’re very good at what you do and you need to be told
that more often. This is a very active chapter,” said Gill.

“bragging rights” sign for their
yard and a certiﬁcate, said
Cockrell. All winners’ names
will appear in local newspapers the week of December 17
and be announced by mayor
Raymond C. Booth Jr. at the
December 17 town council
meeting.
To participate:
s 2EGISTER HOME OR BUSINESS
by December 12 at the town
ofﬁce. Registration forms are
available at kilmarnockva.
com/community news and the
town ofﬁce. There is no fee
to participate and registering
ensures the judges are taken to
the participating locations.
s 0ARTICIPATING LOCATIONS
must be visible from public
roads. Judging by the Garden
Club will be Sunday evening,
December 16.

Clinic seeks contributions

VCE honors volunteers
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teers and a skeleton staff.
“The continued support
of the community—which
helped create the NNFHC
nearly 20 years ago and has
been behind it ever since—
is crucial and very much
needed,” said Dr. Matthew
Vogel, a clinic volunteer and
president of its board of directors. “We count heavily on the
support of those who are able
to contribute to a worthwhile
cause that beneﬁts the entire
area.”
Donations may be sent
to the Northern Neck Free
Health Clinic, P.O. Box 1694,
Kilmarnock, VA, 22482.

Visit each shop for Open House fun!

Refreshments! Santa’s Give Away Freebies!

Holiday Sale Pricing! Door Prizes!

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
Sports Centre has a large inventory of quality
tuxedos to serve the Northern Neck and
Middle Peninsula. Sports Centre looks
forward to making you look your best. Our
competitive prices and experienced staff will
assure you the highest quality at the best price.

SPORTS
C E N T R E
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Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

My friend John

by Robert Mason Jr.
The sky ain’t falling!
Apparently there are a lot of
misguided folks out there who
never heard of Chicken Little.
There are many versions to
the folktale, dating back some 25
centuries, and the world has not
ended yet, as far as I know it.
As I recall, an acorn hits a
chicken in the head, and the bird
screams foul—running around
shouting, “The sky is falling!”
Cutting to the point, the moral
is “Don’t believe everything you
hear.”
Of late, there seems to be
an irrational fear of our world
coming to an end on December
21, 2012.
Just because some Mayan calendar ends, the world will not.
Our calendar ends on December 31 every year, and we carry
on with a new calendar the very
next day.
Just because the ancient
Mayan didn’t make a new calendar, doesn’t mean the end of the
world is near.
It’s another doomsday hoax.
December 21 is the winter
solstice, the day the sun appears
at its lowest altitude above the
horizon. It’s the shortest day.
Strange things do happen.
Watch the tides.
Other phenomena may occur.
It’s all about science, astronomy
and nature. Throw in a little math
and let the hysteria begin.
But, you don’t have to take my
word for it.
What does Mayan expert
Dr. Walter Witschey, professor
of anthropology at Longwood
University and science education
and former director of the Science Museum of Virginia, have
to say about it?
“The Maya never said it,”
said Witschey, “They never
forecast the end of the world,
and there’s no reason to think
they said this date was the end
of the world.”
He says a correct reading of
the Mayan calendar shows there
was no signiﬁcance meant by
the date.
“The date 13.0.0.0.0 was just
a marking place in their cycle,”
said Witschey. “On this date,
the Long Count will roll over
from cycle 12 to cycle 13, like
our calendar rolling over from
1999 to 2000. We’re somehow
captivated by these low-order
zeros, and so were the Maya. It’s
this phenomenon that has drawn
attention to December 21. It
also happens to coincide with the
winter solstice—which this year
occurs at 6:18 a.m. on December
21—so in our culture we have
people with a New Age or astrology bent trying to associate all
kinds of numerology and alignment phenomena with end-ofthe-world forecasts and the Maya
calendar.”
There is a better authoritative
source. Nowhere in the Holy
Bible, King James version, does
it say the world will end on
December 21, 2012.

Up close and personal with the Dungan Cove resident heron.

Photo by Sharon Fine
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the November 29, 1912, issue
of the Virginia Citizen)
Joseph E. Smith, of White Stone, and Mrs.
Mary S. Wood, of near Churchﬁeld, were married November 18, at the residence of Rev. D.
Tucker.
Joseph Yerby, of Avalon, is visiting his brother,
George Yerby, near Irvington.
Miss Lavinia Johnson, of Washington, is the
guest of her sister, Mrs. Tom Gardner, of White
Stone, this week.
Mrs. Bertha Johnson and Miss Viola Garner,
of Baltimore, are spending Thanksgiving with
relatives near Irvington.
The young people of White Stone gave an
oyster roast at the home of Thos. Gardner in
honor of Miss Lavinia Johnson, of Washington.

last week.
2,000 people are employed in the oyster industry in the Norfolk region. The luscious bivalve
furnishes employment for some folks.
Richmond celebrated Democracy’s triumph
and the honor of another son of Virginia being
elected to the highest ofﬁce of the land Tuesday
night with one of the most brilliant parades ever
seen there.
John T. Brush, owner of the New York
National Baseball Club, died Tuesday morning
in his private car in Missouri. He was one of the
most prominent men in baseball in this country.
Inspector of Weights and Measures advises
housewives of Baltimore to get a pair of scales
and weigh their purchases and reduce the cost
of living. He says unscrupulous merchants are
giving false weights and measures.

Big Metal Shingle Business

Irvington’s New Store

Afro-American Notes

The Cortright Metal Rooﬁng Company, of
Philadelphia, Pa., whose Advertisement of
Cortright Metal Shingles have been running
regularly in the Virginia Citizen for nearly a year
past, advise us that 1912 will show an immense
volume of business in their line. It is gratifying
to carry the advertising of so prosperous and
successful a concern, and to feel that the Virginia
Citizen has had some part in creating such success. Any of our readers interested in rooﬁng
should write for literature and further particulars.

The new store of Palmer, Moore & Co.,
Irvington, in which will be carried automobiles,
gasoline engines, ﬁttings for engines and automobiles in brass, iron and galvanized, boat-men’s
supplies of all kinds and lubricating oils, will
open Monday, December 2nd. Situated on the
waterfront near the Irvington Beach Hotel, it is
easy access by both water and land. Additions to
stock are arriving daily and you will be able to
get anything needed from a small bolt up to the
largest gasoline engine or automobile. Call and
Crisp News
look over their stock of engines, etc.
The little town of Tazewell, Va., shipped
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of
twenty-one carloads of turkeys to market one day the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Democrats plan Lancaster party
The
Lancaster
County
Democratic Committee and
Obama’s Organizing for America campaign in the Northern
Neck will host a party from
5:30 to 9 p.m. December 8 at
the Woman’s Club of Lancaster
at 16 Mary Ball Place in Lancaster.
“The occasion is intended
to celebrate the Democrats’
election victories and to recognize the contribution of local
volunteers,” said Lancaster
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County Democratic Committee chairman Jan Smith. “This
was truly a grass roots effort
by area Democrats that grew
in momentum as the election
neared. Improbably, volunteers
and their donated items transformed a vacant store front
across from the Tri-Star in Kilmarnock into a campaign ofﬁce
for area Democrats that was
both functional and inspirational—the hub for Democrats’
efforts to get out the vote. Cold

temperatures on election day
did little to deter campaign
workers at each precinct, who
manned their posts from sun up
to well past sundown.”
Smith urged folks to attend
the gathering for “food, fun and
fellowship, and pat yourself on
the back for a job well done.”
A suggested donation of $5
will go towards defraying costs
of the event. Potluck dishes
to share are welcome, but not
required, added Smith.

Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi wrote
an outstanding article on John
and Edith Houghton. She captured them in excellent fashion.
I would like to add a little
bit to the understanding of
this special man. He served
the citizens of this county in
more ways than as a pastor of a
church. He served as a county
supervisor from 1976 to 1983,
an important position affecting
the lives of all his fellow citizens.
In 1996, he helped found
the Lancaster/Northumberland
Afﬁliate of Habitat for Humanity. He was the ﬁrst president
and driving force in organizing,
fundraising, seeking volunteers
and helping select families for
the homes to be built. John
used his extensive contacts and
persuasive manner to build a
diverse organization encompassing people of both genders
and races from both counties.
Currently LNHFH is completing its 15th home. Volunteers
are always needed and certainly
appreciated.
John was not just an organizer; he believed in getting his
hands dirty and worked hard
right along with his volunteers.
We drove many a nail together
and hung a lot of drywall. We
also had a lot of fun with the
crew. John was always interested in people.
One day at lunchtime as we
ate our sandwiches, we got into
the usual conversation topic:
“Where are you from?” It
turned out that we share some
similar history. We were both
born in Portsmouth: he in Virginia and I in New Hampshire.
Our fathers both worked in
Portsmouth Navy Yards in their
respective states. Both developed into ﬁrst class machinists.
It is truly a small world.
I feel especially honored to
call this ﬁne man, my friend
John. May God bless and keep
Edith and John Houghton.
Charlie Costello,
Merry Point

Last call for
‘Sandy Shelter’
relief items
Cold. Stressed. Confused.
Exhausted. Homeless.
These words describe our
friends in the North who are
suffering from the devastation
of Hurricane Sandy.
But there is a way you can
share the love of Christ and a
message of hope and comfort.
Let’s come together and share
our blessings from Rivah-country Virginia to our fellow citizens on New Jersey’s Atlantic
coast through project “Sandy
Shelter.”
Bring your love gifts to the
52-foot trailer being loaded
this week for delivery to Fort
Monmouth, N.J.,where 600 to
800 civilian families temporarily are sheltered on this former
military base.
The white trailer is in Reedville on Main Street just after

the Reedville Fishermen’s
Museum on the left side of
the road in front of the home
of local businessman, Skip
McPherson (804-577-3724).
The deadline for drop-offs is
Friday, November 30.
Suggested donations of used
and/or new items include coats,
jackets, sweaters, shirts, jeans,
trousers, hats, gloves, scarves,
sturdy shoes, boots, snow suits;
and blankets, sheets, pillow
cases, towels, washcloths.
Also, personal hygiene supplies of hand-sanitizer, soap,
shampoo, lotion, toothpaste,
laundry detergent, multi-purpose cleansers; pet food for
dogs and cats; food pantry supplies; and toys and infant care
items
Please do not bring ﬂammables, toxins, or dangerous
chemicals.
Chaplain Grace Harley,
White Stone

You call this hunting?
The Southerner’s ability to
make a living from the land by
hunting, ﬁshing and trapping is
still part of American lore.
The wilderness hunting camp
is part of American legends
and tradition. I remember early
morning campﬁres taking the
chill out of the frosty air and a
hot cup of coffee and maybe
a quick breakfast cooked over
coals before hiking out for a day
of tracking and hopefully, packing game back to camp and then
home.
We hunted places with names
ending in “mountain,” “valley”
or “creek.” We never hunted
places with names that ended in
“avenue,” “court” or “street.” Yet
at Whay’s Creek, we have trucks
zooming on the road in the predawn hours, parked in driveways
or sitting half out in trafﬁc.
These are our homes, yet
strangers ruin our peaceful
morning by setting off strings
of ﬁrecrackers just before ‘legal’
sunrise, allegedly to ‘spook’ the
game, making it easier for these
‘hunters’ to get a shot from their
folding chairs at the road edge.
Our family dog begins barking before sunrise at the armed
intruders “hunting” by our mailbox. They cussed our dog for
doing the right thing. There are
no animals in the mailbox, so
move into the woods where you
might actually ﬁnd something
worth shooting.
Is this what has become of the
once legendary Southern hunter?
“Jim, you hunt from the mail
box over by that car down to the
vegetable garden. Bill and I will
hunt from that street light, along
the white picket fence to where
the riding mower is parked under
the porch light. We don’t want to
walk in the dark like yesterday
when we got lost on Pellham
Avenue.”
Any hunter who treats landowners this poorly is surely
going to close even more land to
hunting. Be courteous, get away
from homes and pets and into
the woods where the real hunters yearn to go.
Raymond Tougas,
Burgess

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

O

ver the past four centuries many individuals have made signiﬁcant marks in
unfolding the history of the Northern Neck.
One of those who did so in our time was
Luther Welch, who prided himself on being
ﬁrst, last and always a farmer. He loved the
land, respected its potential, and labored
throughout his life to actualize it. He wanted
others to understand agriculture, and most
especially to recognize the importance of the
land.
Over the course of his career Luther became
increasingly dismayed that farming did not
receive what he considered to be equal billing with the various marine occupations
that characterized life in the Northern Neck.
Already he had amassed an enormous assemblage of tools, equipment, labels, containers
and implements used in every aspect of farming. It was overﬂowing in one of the buildings
on his farm, and he welcomed guests to come
to see it, and to hear his descriptions of each
piece.
The response he received caused him to
think more expansively, the result of which
was his founding of the Northern Neck Farm
Museum on Route 360 between Heathsville
and Burgess. He worked to raise funds in

He was a man of common
sense with no frills, and no
artiﬁciality. He hid behind
nothing, and expected everyone else to be as open and
direct as he was.
every manner possible, and soon was able to
launch his projected building.
The museum gave a new dynamic to the
wider concept of historic preservation across
the Northern Neck, all of it directed by
Luther’s gentle, but forceful, hand. He had a
plan, and he put it into action on many fronts.
He wrote his autobiography to explain what
had led him to his museum mission, the proceeds of which he donated to the enterprise.
He conceived of new features such as the
annual farm dinner, both to give the attendees a bountiful treat and to teach them about
the foods grown locally. The museum built an
annual corn maze to keep alive one of the traditional Northern Neck amusements, and to
make certain that future generations learned

what it was.
As an individual Luther was generous to
numerous people in sharing the bounty of
his own gardens, giving away vegetables, and
telling a story with each ear of corn he gave.
He was identiﬁable as far as the eye could
see, wearing his trademark bright blue jump
suit; indeed, I do not think I can recall ever
seeing him dressed otherwise. I also seldom
ever saw him driving an automobile, as he
preferred his pickup truck, or better still, his
tractor or combine.
Luther’s generosity was abundant, but so
too was his gratitude. He appreciated all who
would listen to him, or help him in his museum
endeavors. He truly wanted nothing in return.
His scope was far ranging. Two years ago he
spoke before the Northumberland County
Board of Supervisors, proclaiming the season
to be the Year of the Tick. He commented that
2010 was the worst tick year ever, and that
although the spring surge had abated, a new
wave was about to ﬁll the woods and ﬁelds.
His prediction came true.
On Thanksgiving Day a few years ago,
Luther had a serious automobile accident
in Kilmarnock. He recovered, and seemed
to show no after effects, but ironically last

Thursday, another Thanksgiving Day, he fell
entering his home, and shortly thereafter he
died. He was 80 years old, but he generated
the perception among his friends as being
timeless. He never changed. He had ﬁrm
opinions, which he voiced articulately, and he
wrote frequently about his concerns for the
future, not only of farming, but of America
as well. He delighted in penning letters to the
editor of local and state newspapers.
Luther was proof positive that one person
can make a difference, can achieve his dreams,
and can leave his community better than he
found it. He never tired, whether farming
or promoting agriculture on every available
front. He was a man of common sense with
no frills, and no artiﬁciality. He hid behind
nothing, and expected everyone else to be as
open and direct as he was. He spoke without
nuances, being straightforward in every word
he uttered.
Now that he is gone, his museum remains
his immediately visible legacy, but to his
friends his presence and stature in the lore
of the Northern Neck are equally his inheritance.
Luther Everette Welch, January 7, 1932 –
November 22, 2012. R.I.P.
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The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

F

all is quickly becoming
winter, and across Virginia’s First District you can
start to see the signs: boats
being winterized across the
Northern Neck and Middle
Peninsula, high school football playoff games on the
radio, commuters on the Virginia Railway Express tightly
wrapped in scarves and hats.
In
Washington,
the
approach of winter means
that Congress has just a short
amount of time between now
and the New Year to address
a number of timely, critical
issues that require action.
As I have said for months, I
believe that Congress must
take action on these issues
as soon as possible in order
to provide stability and certainty to our already struggling economy.
Last week, I was honored to
spend time with many of our
nation’s veterans as I attended
various events over the Veterans Day weekend, including a

Do You Remember?
This September 1961 photo shows Kilmarnock police chief
Bill Harriman standing guard as the old vault is removed from
the Bank of Lancaster building. “Do you remember?” is a
community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

Donations for Hurricane Sandy
victims making dreams come true
by Cheryl Smith-McPherson
Drinking a hot cup of coffee
watching the news and can’t
swallow because what you see
on the news devastates you?
The ﬁrst time this happened
was with Hurricane Katrina.
My husband and I sat watching the news about Hurricane
Katrina, feeling terrible about
eating and knowing there were
so many people going through
hunger and sorrow, we felt we
had to do something! My husband, Skip, said he
was going to put the
truck out in front of
our house. I painted
a sheetrock sign
that read “Donate to Hurricane
Katrina.” After four days of collecting we went from one small
truck to ﬁve box trucks ﬁlled
and delivered to the National
Guard. We lived in New Jersey
then.
It happened again. Skip said
to me I am going to put the
landscape trailer out with a
“Please Donate to Hurricane
Sandy” sign. Fortunately our
family members did not live
in the shore area, but it doesn’t
matter, so many lost so much.
In my mind I am thinking the
road difference (we were on a
main road for Katrina’s donations) compared to Main Street
Reedville is a touch different.
Our goal to ﬁll the trailer spilled
over to trailer and enclosed
trailer. Then, concern about
the weather and items possibly
getting wet by the time they got
up to Jersey started us thinking
about a U-Haul.
The rental was very expensive but an angel arrived and
paid for the U-Haul expenses.
After doing this once before,
we ﬁgured let’s go for the
gold! We contacted radio stations 101.7, Wigo Country and
then PBS picked up the story
as well. They were absolutely
wonderful! Drop-off locations
were set at Audrey McPherson’s in Kilmarnock, Animal
Welfare League, YMCA and
our house in Reedville. Word
of mouth helped to spread the
needs and where the drop-off
locations were.
Skip with two of his team
members, William and Benito,
drove the U-Haul up to Sterling, N.J. They left at 6 a.m.
November 10 and returned at 3
p.m. November 11. More and
more items kept coming in and
we couldn’t ﬁnd a large truck.
Skip was unloading donation
bags when a neighbor stopped
and asked how he was doing
and he said we needed a large
truck to get the rest of the
donations up there.
The neighbor said, “I will
be right back.” The neighbor
returned with angel #2, P.J.
Haynie, a local farmer who
donated a tractor trailer! Just
what we needed. The truck
arrived three days later. Wow,
was it big! We started to put the

donations in the truck, standing inside and looking up at the
ceiling and then out the door.
Whoa, it is big, and I’m thinking how many items we will
need to ﬁll this trailer!
As of Monday, November
26, the trailer is more than half
full. We are hoping to send it
off around December 1. We
have had clothes, bedding,
food, water, toys, books, pet
food, shoes and cleaning products donated, plus so much
more. Once again
an
experience
of a lifetime!
The stories, the
people, the kind
messages written on the boxes
just bring tears to your eyes.
So many people ask, “What
do they need?” EVERYTHING. To see people drive up
to the truck parked outside our
house and help them put the
items into the truck or come
outside the next day or home
from work and see more and
more items in the truck opening is so heart warming!
Skip and I wish to give our
heartfelt thanks to all of you
who so graciously helped,
whether it be lending us space
to collect items, collecting
items and dropping them off,
tents, land, advertisements
and those angels, some who
wish to be secret, Lancaster
and Northumberland County
residents and their relatives,
Red Cross, YMCA of Kilmarnock, Animal Welfare League,
churches, American Legion
Post 117 and, of course, our
wonderful neighborhood and
friends!
Some of us need to remember: Hope, angels and a village can make even the largest
dream come true.

Community
Comments

Rappahannock
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Deadlines
Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

celebration to commemorate
the 237th birthday of the U.S.
Marine Corps. Our nation’s
servicemen and women and
our veterans have truly made
the U.S. the greatest nation in
the world, and I am grateful
every day for their dedicated
service. The sacriﬁces of their
families often go unrecognized as well, and I sincerely
appreciate the irreplaceable
contributions they’ve made
in support of their loved ones
in the Armed Forces. At the
same time, we must not forget
the many brave Americans
who have lost their lives in
service to this country. That
debt can never be repaid.
To our nation’s veterans, current servicemen and
women, and family members:
I thank you from the bottom
of my heart for your patriotism, service, and dedication
to this country.
I also enjoyed participating in a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Rear

Admiral David Altwegg
Missile Defense Complex at
Dahlgren. After retiring from
the U.S. Navy, Rear Adm.
Altwegg served at the Missile
Defense Agency.
Like him, the great folks at
Dahlgren have shown resolve
and expertise in their commitment to protect this nation
from those who wish to harm
us. I believe it is critical that
Congress support those who
defend this nation, both military and civilian alike, and
to ensure that they have the
tools they need to succeed in
their mission.
In the coming days, there
will be many difﬁcult decisions to make, and I look forward to receiving all of your
thoughts and ideas on how to
address the important issues
facing our nation.
As always, it is an honor
to serve Virginia’s First District. Please keep in touch by
phone at 202-225-42651, or
wittman.house.gov.

Lancaster NAACP elects officers
The
Lancaster
County terms. They will be sworn in Boyd, greeter Gwen Dobyns
and assistant greeter Maxine
Branch of the NAACP recently January 17, 2013.
The ofﬁcers are president Logan.
elected ofﬁcers for two-year
Lloyd Hill, vice president
Burton Moody, Madison
Sandra Smyre, ﬁrst vice presi- Boyd and Vivian Bea were
dent Denise Cottrell, second elected to the NAACP execuvice
president
Delphine tive board, said Hill. They also
Page, secretary Mildred Reid, will serve two-year terms.
recording secretary Ann JackThe monthly meeting ended
son, treasurer Gilbert Dorman, with a Thanksgiving potluck
Meals tax indigestion assistant treasurer William repast that was thoroughly
For the second time, the Lee, chaplain Michael Logan, enjoyed by the 31 members in
town manager, Tom Saunders, assistant chaplain Madison
has ordered the police chief to
take action on late meals tax.
I am six days late as of today,
The
November 26. Back out the
fact that the town ofﬁce was
closed half of the day Wednesday, all day Thursday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday for business, and technically I’m oneand-a half days late. Maybe
the town needs the $491 more
Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts
than me.
18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783
According to Chief Bedell
I am the only business owner
in meals tax arrears that he
has taken legal action against.
Well, maybe I’m the only one
that has been late. I doubt it.

YOUR
LETTERS

David Rose,
White Stone

Happy
Holidays!
From our
Family
to yours!
Rappahannock Record

Join us for
Lunch & Dinner - Monday - Saturday
Reservations accepted

Veterans Aid and Attendance

Saturday Breakfast
8 a.m - 2 p.m.

Join us to learn about available Veterans benefits.
Tuesday, December ŀ, Ł p.m. at Farnham Manor
Assisted Living, ŁĽĽ Cedar Grove Road, Farnham
Wartime veterans or their surviving spouses may be
eligible for significant income from the Department
of Veterans Aﬀairs.
Presented by Richard Goin, licensed insurance agent
of Veterans Financial, Inc. Please RSVP to
.
Space is limited. Refreshments will be served.



      

Retail Wine Nite
Tuesdays

New England Maine Lobster
Hi, I’m Bentley!

804.435.1701

Why not send
your
Christmas
message
through the
Rappahannock
Record?
No cards to
buy!
No envelopes to
address!
No postage
to pay!
No worries,
be happy!
We have a wide
selection of new
and colorful art
designed to
present your
holiday good
wishes and
thanks to over
17,000 readers.
Or businesses
can use a photo
of their staff or
building
decorated for
the holidays;
individuals
could use a
photo of the
family or their
holiday
decorated
home.
FREE COLOR!

Wednesdays

Prime Rib Au Jus
Thursdays
'IFT #ERIlCATES AVAILABLE s "OOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES NOW

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
   s www.bentleysgrille.com

CUSTOM YACHT
SERVICE

Call soon to be
a part of the
December 20
Christmas
edition,
complete with
Letters to Santa!
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This winter…
Let us be your pride and joy’s home
away from home
Conveniently located on the Eastern
Branch of Carters Creek
Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage
50-ton travel lift and
9 feet at mean low water
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96 Seafood Lane in Irvington
(804) 438-5563
A Full Service Boatyard
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Fax: 804-435-2632
mail@rrecord.com
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Federal disaster assistance
approved to help local and
state governments with
costs from Hurricane Sandy
RICHMOND—Gov. Bob
McDonnell
announced
Monday his request for federal disaster assistance to
help local and state governments recover from the
impact of Hurricane Sandy
has been approved by President Barack Obama.
Assistance for individuals in Accomack County
also was requested by Gov.
McDonnell and is still under
consideration.
FEMA’s Public Assistance
Program was approved for
the counties of Accomack,
Arlington, Clarke, Craig,
Culpeper, Essex, Fauquier,
Frederick, Greene, Highland, King and Queen, Lancaster, Loudoun, Madison,
Mathews, Middlesex, Nelson,
Northampton, Northumberland, Prince William, Rappahannock, Shenandoah, Surry,
Warren and Westmoreland
and the cities of Fairfax, Falls
Church and Manassas. Additional local governments can
be added at a later date if sufficient damage information
is collected.
The program makes funding available to reimburse

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The board
of supervisors will convene
at 7 p.m. tonight, November
29, in the county administration building in Lancaster.
The board will certify the
abstract of votes cast in the
November 6 general and special elections. Also on the
agenda, supervisors will consider a number of resolutions
and grant awards involving
the Greentown/Gaskins Road
Community
Improvement
project.
A public hearing will be
held on a request from Eric J.
Malmgren to place a wireless
internet antenna under 100 feet
tall on a 12.058-acre parcel at
2175 Weems Road.
NEWPORT NEWS—The
Virginia Marine Resources
Commission will meet at
9:30 a.m. December 10 at
VMRC Headquarters, 2600
Washington Avenue, Newport
News.
Contested habitat management applications will be considered during the morning
session. Public hearings will
begin at noon.
The hearing docket includes
proposed amendments to regulations:
s h0ERTAINING TO #OMMERCIAL
Fishing and Mandatory Harvest Reporting” that would
reclassify the current requirements for reporting and permitting of aquaculture product
owners and harvesters.
According to staff, the
changes would minimize regulatory burdens on aquaculture
enterprises.
s h0ERTAINING TO 3TRIPED
Bass” that would reduce each
of the recreational and commercial striped bass harvest
quotas to 1,230,110 pounds,
open the commercial harvest
season on January 16 and
establish new quota transfer
requirements.
s h0ERTAINING TO 3ETTING AND
Mesh Size of Gill Nets” to
allow legally licensed commercial striped bass harvesters to set or ﬁsh any gill net
with a stretched mesh size
from ﬁve inches to six inches
from January 16 through
the last day in February
within prescribed regulatory
restricted areas.
According to staff, changes
to the striped bass and gill
net regulations would achieve
compliance with the Interstate
Fishery Management Plan.
The proposed draft regulations can be viewed at VMRC
ofﬁces, or mrc.virginia.gov.
Written comments on the proposals should be mailed to
Robert L. O’Reilly, VMRC
Fisheries Management Division,
2600
Washington
Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport
News, VA 23607, by 5 p.m.
Friday, December 7.

state and local governments for costs associated
with response and recovery efforts, such as debris
removal and related emergency services, as well as
the repair or replacement of
disaster-damaged facilities.
“I thank President Obama
for his prompt decision to
grant federal disaster assistance for local and state governments. This action will
go a long way toward reimbursing local governments
for their costs,” said Gov.
McDonnell. “I encourage
FEMA to take a close look
at the situation in Accomack
County where a disproportionate number of citizens
were affected by Hurricane
Sandy and to move to approve
individual assistance for
them as soon as possible.”
Emergency management
officials at the state and local
levels have been working with
volunteer groups to assist
people who suffered damage
from Hurricane Sandy. Homeowners and renters should
report damage to their local
emergency
management
officials, who may be aware
of volunteer groups in their
communities that are actively
assisting with cleanup and
repair efforts.
Gov.
McDonnell
also
announced FEMA’s Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program
was approved for all Virginia localities. This funding
source helps local and state
governments take actions to
reduce the impact of future
disasters, such as elevating
homes in flood zones, floodproofing businesses and
other measures.

Construction crews recently razed a portion of Haydon Hall. Rebuilding will begin immediately. Photo by Bill Scott

Haydon Hall improvements begin
by Audrey Thomasson
IRVINGTON—Steamboat Road residents may notice some changes taking
place at Haydon Hall.
New owners George and Danielle
Kuper of Ann Arbor, Mich., have hired
architect Randall Kipp and contractor
Bill Scott to bring the 164-year-old
home into the 21st century.
The Kupers plan to preserve the
architectural integrity of the home’s
additions, which were built in 1933 by
the late Virginia Del. Robert Hill Fleet.
The right wing was removed and will
be rebuilt using the same footprint to
maintain the home’s stately appearance.
“We’re taking the kitchen wing off
and building a new kitchen with a
master suite above,” said Kipp. “The
house has a lovely, lyrical style to it
that we want to replicate...building on
the fabric that was already there.”
Kipp said air conditioning will be
installed, but they will keep the radiator heating system in the existing house

and add geothermal heating for the new
portion.
Haydon Hall was built in 1848 as a
modest four-room farmhouse by the
Wilder family as a wedding present
for their daughter, Sarah, and her new
husband,Tom Hayden. It was typical of
farm houses of the era with two rooms up
and two down.
Wilder was 12 years old when she married Haydon, a young sea captain and Civil
War blockade runner. The couple raised
11 children in the home, which she occupied until her death in the mid-1920s.
Robert Hill Fleet, his wife and four children were the next residents of Haydon
Hall, purchasing the property in 1927.
According to his son, former Irvington
mayor Alexander Fleet, the elder Fleet
hired local carpenters in 1933 to build
wings on both ends of the home along
with the front porch and two-story columns that give the home its grand appearance.
“When my parents got older, they
built a smaller house next door and sold
the home to Mr. Hill, the president of

Shop Local
Lancaster and
Carry a Bag.

New York Life in New York,” Alex Fleet
recalled.
The home passed through one other
owner before Alex Fleet brought it back
into his family in 1979, the same year
he became superintendent of Lancaster
schools. At the closing, their attorney, Jack
Simmons, informed them of an unusual
stipulation in the property deed leaving
Sarah Haydon a room in the house for as
long as she needed it. Not wanting to get
off on the wrong foot with a possible resident ghost, the Fleets designated a room
at the top of the stairs in her honor.
The ghost of Sarah Haydon should
be pleased with the Kupers’ reconstruction since most work is taking place on
the northside addition and will have little
affect on Sarah’s original home.
“The Kupers are preserving the old
home,” said Scott, “and they’re willing to
do the new things right” by preserving the
overall look of the home.
Scott, who relocated his construction
business to the area from Great Falls 10
years ago, said work should be completed
in four to ﬁve months.

Join Chesapeake Bank and
the Lancaster By the Bay
Chamber of Commerce and
shop local this holiday season.
Participating merchants
displaying 7KH%XFN6WD\V+HUH
decal are offering hard to
resist discounts. So, not only
will shopping locally save you
money, but when the buck
stays here, we’re recirculating
money in our community
to create a stronger and more
prosperous local economy.
If you’re serious about
shopping, you’re going to
need the right gear. Pick up
your Shop Local shopping
bag at any Chesapeake Bank
EUDQFKWKHFKDPEHURIÀFH
or a participating merchant.

IT’S ALL ABOUT COMMUNITY.
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