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Land values are down
by 25% in Lancaster
County reassessment
Appeals
under way
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—For many landowners in Lancaster County, the recent
reassessment of real estate values has
provided “shocking” new evidence of
the decline in their housing and land
investments.
“We purchased our home in 2001 for
$343,000 and added a $300,000 addition,” said one waterfront homeowner.
“Now it’s been reassessed for $445,000.
If we had to sell [at that price] now, we
would lose $198,000.”
Most residents are in the same boat.
The county’s taxable real estate values
went down 25% overall, according
to Commissioner of Revenue Sonny
Thomas.
“I think most everybody is shocked”
at the amounts of the new assessments,
said Thomas. He noted the reassessment
doesn’t set values—it’s based “on comparable sales and what sales have been
showing for a long time.”
The assessment was conducted by
Blue Ridge Mass Appraisals of Staunton.
Sales had peaked in 2008, when the
last assessment was done. Four years
later they are 29% lower. Hardest hit are
waterfront properties, averaging a 30%
decline, while most other property is off
about 20%, Thomas explained.
Property owners can appeal the assessor’s estimate if they can prove their
market value is lower or higher than the
assessed value. They have until November 30 to appeal. The date for setting
an appointment closed Tuesday, but
Thomas said they will extend the deadline a few days.
Winning an appeal on a low assessment presents a good news/bad news
scenario for real estate taxpayers. A
higher value could result in paying a

bigger real estate tax bill since supervisors may increase the tax rate to compensate for lower values countywide.
“The county needs $12 million plus
to meet the budget needs of the county,”
Thomas said.
Lower values result in less revenue.
Lancaster’s taxable real estate would
decline from $3.2 billion in 2012 to a
preliminary estimate of $2.5 billion in
2013, he said.
Even if the county’s 2013-14 budget
remained at the current $12.32 million
level, supervisors might have to increase
the current tax rate of 0.39 per $100 of
assessed value by as much as $0.11 to
provide the same revenue. That would
bring the effective tax rate to $0.50 per
$100 of assessed value.
For example, using the waterfront
home listed at the top of the story, the
homeowner would pay $2,507 in taxes
on a value of $643,000. Under the new
assessment of $445,000 with the tax rate
of $0.50, his 2013 taxes would amount
to $2,225.
Realtor Nelson Horsley advises homeowners not to worry about the reassessments.
“County assessments mean nothing
other than what they base their taxes
on,” said Horsley. “They assess on the
outside and rarely go inside and randomly throw a number out. They don’t
have any idea how the inside looks...
and sometimes don’t even walk around
the back of the house. I’ve seen homes
sell for twice as much. I’ve seen them
sell for half as much. A good appraiser
doesn’t appraise based on assessments.”
County administrator Frank Pleva
said there is a statutory requirement to
assess every four years. However, counties with a population of less than 50,000
can assess in ﬁve- or six-year intervals.
“The idea is to bring homes up to
market value...using comparables. But
at this time...under present market conditions...there aren’t as many comparables,” Pleva said.
To schedule an appeal, call the assessor’s ofﬁce at 462-5457.
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Bay oyster
harvest is
looking up
by Larry S. Chowning
NEWPORT NEWS—Virginia oysters appear to be making a formidable
comeback.
Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) public relations
director John Bull noted that last year
236,000 bushels were harvested commercially from the Virginia portion of
Chesapeake Bay. This year there are
indications the harvest will be over
250,000 bushels.
This compares to Crop of
only 23,000 bushels 10
the Bay:
years ago. “Those were
the dark days,” said Oyster
Bull.
Farming,
The increased harpage D8
vest is due to three factors, he said.
First, VMRC instituted a rotational
harvesting system on the Rappahannock River and on Tangier Sound four
years ago. Two areas are opened and
then they are closed for two years, two
more new grounds are opened the following year.
“It has worked so well that as of
The setting sun casts a spotlight on Irvington United Methodist Church October we have started rotating
and churchyard trees. Two churches notiﬁed the Rappahannock Record grounds on the York River and Mobof special Thanksgiving Eve Services on November 21: Grace Episcopal at jack Bay,” said Bull.

Splash of sunlight

5:30 p.m. and Historic White Marsh Church at 7:30 p.m. Photo by Robert
Mason Jr.

OYSTERS, continued on page A2

Former Commonwealth’s Attorney
Schmidt arraigned on misdemeanor
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—It appears the 2011
political battle for Lancaster County
Commonwealth’s Attorney did not end
with the election of Robert Cunningham. A year later, Cunningham continues to pursue his opponent with legal
action, charging him with destroying
records prior to leaving ofﬁce.
C. Jeffers Schmidt, who served
the county for 26 years as Common-

Santa letters
are due by
December 12

wealth’s Attorney, was arraigned last
week in Lancaster General District
Court on a Class 1 misdemeanor, a
crime punishable by up to a year in
prison, a ﬁne of $2,500 and restriction
from holding any ofﬁce of trust in Virginia. He is scheduled for a March 6
trial.
In December 2011, Cunningham’s
attorney, John Martin, ﬁled for an
injunction against Schmidt in Circuit
Court alleging the former prosecutor was in the process of disposing of
critical ﬁles and that he intended to
wipe ofﬁce computers clean of electronic data before leaving ofﬁce. However, prior to the court proceeding and
without admitting any wrong-doing,
Schmidt endorsed Judge Joseph Ellis’s
order to turn over all records to the
then Commonwealth’s Attorney-elect.
Following the order, Cunningham

was asked if he intended to pursue further legal action against Schmidt. In
a written statement, he replied, “The
terms of Judge Ellis’s consent order
are clear. If I receive evidence that
he is not in compliance, appropriate
action will be taken at that time.”
On November 6, some 10 months
after leaving ofﬁce, Schmidt was
arrested.
Cunningham enlisted the help of
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli’s
ofﬁce to prosecute Schmidt. Assistant
Attorney General Michael A. Jagels
was assigned the case.
Schmidt is represented by James
Breeden and Richmond attorney Craig
Cooley.
Breeden said he is perplexed by the
pursuit of the case since it was settled
by Judge Ellis last year.
Jagels did not return phone calls.

T

Eminent attorney
In a special session of the Lancaster County Circuit Court Friday, a portrait
was unveiled honoring the late attorney Ammon Gresham Dunton
who practiced law until age 93. “His genuine interest in his clients was
reciprocated by their affection for him,” said his son and partner Ammon
G. Dunton Jr. From left, Dunton’s son, James Dunton, steadies the portait as
Ammon G. Dunton Jr. reads the inscription which identiﬁes their father as
“Eminent Attorney Before this Court.” The portrait will hang in the Circuit
courtroom. The Northern Neck Bar Association funded the portrait,
painted by Ed Hatch of Springﬁeld. Photo by Shannon Rice
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he Rappahannock Record will
continue a long-standing holiday tradition by publishing letters to
Santa in the December 20 issue.
Deliver letters to the Record ofﬁce
by Wednesday, December 12, in
order to appear in the special section. If letters are written as a class
project, teachers are urged to submit
them by Friday, December 7.
Letters should be written with a
dark pencil or ink and include the
child’s name, age and hometown.
Parents, teachers and others are asked
to make certain the letters are legible.
Please include the teacher’s ﬁrst and
last names with class submissions.
The Rappahannock Record mailing address is P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482. Letters also may be
faxed to 435-2632, emailed to mail@
rrecord.com, or dropped through
the front door slot at 27 North Main
Street in Kilmarnock.
The December 20 issue also will
include holiday greetings from area
merchants and others. The deadline
for these advertising messages is
December 12.
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Shop Local!
Patronize local businesses this
holiday season. When the buck
stays here, it is recirculated here
to create a stronger and more
prosperous economy!

Look inside for these Shop Local deals this week:
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Beloved pastor and his wife Oysters
face challenges of Alzheimer’s

Invest in your
hometown;
Shop Local!
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by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

R

ev. John Houghton, 83,
is a larger than life ﬁgure
for many in the Northern
Neck. They were married by
him, their children baptized
by him and they had loved
ones eulogized by him. He
was their connection to God.
A soft-spoken gentleman,
he was well-read and a great
orator, so it was especially
hard for his wife, Edith, when
she noticed his gradual verbal
and mental decline.
The Houghtons moved in
1959 to Kilmarnock where
Rev. Houghton served as
pastor at Kilmarnock Baptist
Church for 35 years until
he retired in 1994. For several years after, he served
as interim pastor for various churches in the area, but
ﬁnally had to retire entirely
“when he became too forgetful,” said Edith.
“One Sunday, he was
preaching and we sang the
opening hymn, then did the
responsive reading. But then
John went back to the opening hymn again.”
Although he had been
struggling with memory
issues on and off for several
years — mainly with small
things — that day in the
pulpit was a wake up for her,
she says.
“It reminded me how bad it
had become.”
A family doctor made the
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s
disease in 2006 and sent Rev.
Houghton to a neurologist for
a second conﬁrmation.
“He was such an intelligent
man. It’s so hard to see him
struggle like this. He went
from a very intelligent man
to a man who cannot carry
on a conversation,” Edith
told guests at an Alzheimer’s
Association Reasons to Hope
Breakfast last month.
“He was a man who loved
and adored all his children
and their spouses to a man,
who today cannot call any
one of them by name. But
when they come in the room,
it’s obvious by the look on
his face that he knows they
belong to him.”
The same is true with many
of his long-time parishioners,
said Edith. He recognizes
them but can’t call them by
name. In fact, Rev. Houghton
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The second factor is that
oysters appear to be becoming
resistant to MSX and Dermo.
In the 1980s, these diseases
killed tens of thousands of
that was the only home he
oysters ready to be harvested.
knew.
“It is preliminary science
Taking care of her husband
so we are not totally sure that
started to take its toll on her
oysters are becoming more
health. A diabetic, she was
resistant,” he said. “The proof,
struggling to control her own
though, is in the pudding over
disease because of lack of
the long term, and that will be
sleep and stress.
the real scientiﬁc indicator.
Eight weeks ago, Edith
“We are very cautious about
made the difﬁcult decision to
this. It might be a minor spike.
place her husband at ComThe disease may come back
monwealth Assisted Living
with a vengeance if there is
in Kilmarnock. Edith said, “I
a change in climate or water
based my decision on my conconditions. We just don’t
cern for his safety and what it
know.”
was doing to me physically. I
The third factor has been
was just worn out. We made
growth of Virginia’s aquaculout well during the day but
ture industry, he said. “The
that sundown syndrome was
success we are seeing in oyster
just dragging me down both
farming is because we already
Edith Houghton visits with her husband, the Rev. John physically and emotionally.”
had the system in place to
Houghton, at Commonwealth Assisted Living. Photo by Lisa
The day he moved to
lease grounds to oyster farmHinton-Valdrighi
Commonwealth Assisted
ers.”
Living, just two miles from
In the early 1890s, Virginia
rarely says the name of his
She eventually had to alter
the Houghtons’ home, Rev.
ofﬁcials hired Lt. James Bowen
wife, even though the two
her surroundings at home too, Houghton helped his sons
Baylor of the U.S. Coast and
will have been married 58
adding deadbolts on all the
load and unload his furniture.
Geodetic Survey to survey
years in December.
exterior doors and moving
His transition, which Edith
143,000 acres of public oyster
“When he was ﬁrst diaginto another bedroom to try
admits she dreaded, was
grounds and set aside 110,000
nosed I saw a very slow
unsuccessfully to get a good
smooth.
acres as private oyster grounds
progression, but since last
night’s sleep.
“Although I’m still trying
to promote oyster farming.
Christmas I have seen a more
“I reached the point where
to, he has made a remarkable
Maryland has very little
rapid decline,” she said.
I had to have outside help,”
adjustment” she said. “I often
private oyster grounds on the
According to the Alzheim- said Edith, who took Rev.
say it’s an answer to a prayer.
books and this has hindered
er’s Foundation of America,
Houghton to an adult daycare I prayed so hard he would.
the growth of private oyster
5.1 million Americans are
program two mornings a week
“Now I know he’s being
growing in that state, noted
effected by the disease. It is
for two years for respite.
cared for, know his needs are
Bull.
estimated that one in four
Later, she had the Visiting
being met and if something
“Maryland is now trying to
family members act as careAngels come to the house two happens, they are here to take
get
up to speed to match Virgivers for each individual
afternoons a week.
care of it,” she added.
ginia’s
ability to have private
with Alzheimer’s.
The sundown syndrome,
And even though his
growers work the bay,” he said.
For years, Edith was her
which typically starts to
memory is fading, the nurses
“We are ahead of Maryland
husband’s primary caregiver.
emerge in dementia patients
and employees at CommonAlthough the couple have
in early evening, was becom- wealth have gotten a glimpse by a century, and that doesn’t
happen very often.”
four children — Mark, Paul,
ing worse. The syndrome is
of the loving and nurturing
Oysters also clean up the
Micah and Kim — the closest characterized by irritation,
Rev. Houghton. When he ﬁrst
Chesapeake Bay, he said.
lives more than an hour away. confusion and often anxiety.
moved to the center, he spent
“There are more oysters in
“I am so blessed that all
Occasionally, music
time visiting with the other
the
water, which means cleaner
four of the children have been soothed his agitation, said
residents in their rooms, carwater. There are more oysters
so supportive and equally
Edith.
rying his Bible and reading
for watermen to harvest and
blessed that they are married
“The thing he would like
scripture.
they are happy making money.
to people that are also loving most was music. He loved
“We think he thought he
And there are more oysters for
and supportive,” said Edith.
to have me go into the living
was in a hospital, visiting
consumers,” said Bull. “We
“But Kim confessed just
room and sit down at the
patients,” said Edith. “John
have an excellent product in
this week that she felt guilty
piano. He’d sing hymns.
was doing what he did for so
Virginia. It is a win-win-win
because they are so far away.” Sometimes my piano playing many years.”
situation.”
She and the children
would calm him, sometimes
stopped Rev. Houghton from
not. Sometimes it was a way
driving about two and a half
for me to exercise my frustayears ago out of “concern for tion. I would just go and bang
the decisions he would make,” it out.”
HANK OU TUDENTS
said Edith.
Edith said daily she had to
AMILIES AND RIENDS
And although she used to
remind herself this was not
be able to leave Rev. Houghthe man she married all those
ton alone at home while she
years ago.
made a trip to Kilmarnock to
Rev. Houghton often asked
TRAVELING PIANO TEACHER
the store, it “got to the point
her to take him home, not to
I was afraid to do that,” she
the home where he and she
-- -3- s   
said. “Although John was
had spent more than 50 years
never a wanderer, I always
of their lives and where they
had a fear of when I left that
had raised their children.
would be the day he would
He wanted to be taken to his
wander.”
childhood home. In his mind,
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NEWS
BREAK
■ Ofﬁces closed
County administrator Frank
A. Pleva recently announced
Lancaster County ofﬁces will
be closed for Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Day
holidays.
For Thanksgiving, ofﬁces
will close at noon November
21 and remain closed November 22 and 23. For Christmas,
ofﬁces will be closed December 24 and 25. For New Year’s,
ofﬁces will be closed December 31 and January 1.

R Gaudi: His Life & Work

ART L E AGUE

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

S

Dennis L. Tucker

RAPPAHANNOCK

Address:_______________________________________________________________

Y

Forum Monday, Dec 26, 1:00 pm

This unique video describes the life and
work of Antoni Gaudi, a creative revolutionary and extraordinary architect,
whose works are displayed throughout
Barcelona. Gaudi was greatly inspired by
nature and religion which manifested in
his works from parks, apartment and ofﬁce buildings, to churches, including his
most famous, the unﬁnished Sagrada Familia Cathedral.
Video Presentation (57 min.)
The Public Is Invited
RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309
Organized by the VMFA Ofﬁce of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund
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Hoax bomber’s
case is not heard

SHERIFF’S REPORTS

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this
HEATHSVILLE—Set for week reported charges against
trial on Monday, November 19, ﬁve individuals.
the case of Taurean Tyree Ball Felonies:
Johnson was nolle prossed at
Scott S. Johnson, 42, of
the request of Northumberland Richmond
was
charged
Commonwealth’s attorney Jane November 14 with eight
Wrightson.
counts of obtaining money by
Johnson is charged with false pretenses.
felony counts of calling in a
Kelvin M. Corsey, 41, of
bomb threat to the Northum- Chesapeake was charged
berland County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce November 17 with felony
and attaching phony bombs to probation violation.
the Northumberland County Misdemeanors:
Courts Building in May.
A Yankee Point Road
“The evidence isn’t back woman, 51, was charged
from the lab yet,” said Wright- November 15 with failure to
son. “Multiple agencies at the appear in Richmond County
state and federal level were court.
involved, so a good bit of time
A Kents Store man, 36, was
was lost in the transfer of infor- charged November 16 with
mation and evidence.”
contempt of a court order.
Circuit Court Judge Harry T.
An Irvington Road man,
Taliaferro III granted Wright- 53, was charged November
son’s request.
17 with violation of a protecWrightson said Johnson will tive order.
be re-indicted on January 20
and the case will then be set for Police Log:
November
13: Staff
trial sometime in February.
responded
to
a
disorderly
conJohnson is being held at the
duct
complaint
at
Lancaster
Northern Neck Regional Jail
Primary School and to a juveon other charges.
nile behavioral complaint on
Lara Road.
November
14: Staff
Local Government News responded to a motorist’s report of an injured
LANCASTER—The Lan- game animal near Irvington
caster board of supervisors Road and Pittmans Drive,
will meet at 7 p.m. November responded with Virginia State
29 in the administration build- Police (VSP) to assist the
ing at 8311 Mary Ball Road in Kilmarnock Police DepartLancaster.
ment (KPD) with a drunk and
A public hearing will be disorderly arrest on N. Main
held on a request from Eric J. Street, and received a walk-in
Malmgren to place a wireless complaint of possible credit
internet antenna, under 100 feet card fraud (no criminal incitall, on a 12.058-acre parcel at dent).
2175 Weems Road.
November 15 : Staff
responded to a noise violaCOLONIAL BEACH—The tion complaint on Cherry
Potomac River Fisheries Point Drive, to the Norris
Commission (PRFC) will bridge on a hit-and-run commeet at 9 a.m. November 30 plaint involving a log truck,
in the John T. Parran Hearing and to a non-reportable trafRoom at the PRFC Building at ﬁc crash on Pinckardsville
222 Taylor Street in Colonial Road. Staff received a report
Beach.
from a White Stone business
The PRFC will continue a that a former employee had
public hearing from August 30 stolen various debt consolidaaddressing regulations dealing tion ﬁles and was attempting
with two crab pot licenses on to sell the debt information
one boat.
and responded to an unusual
Items on the agenda include noise complaint in the area of
reports on the fall oyster har- Braden Lane (probable sonic
vest, the annual oyster survey, boom from military aircraft).
the crab harvest, the Atlantic
November 16 : Staff
States Marine Fisheries Com- checked on the well-being
mission annual meeting, and of a Keep Safe program paroyster/clam advisory commit- ticipant after prearranged
tee concerns.
telephone contact could not
Other items will include revi- be made (no emergency sersions updating the commercial vices needed), responded
gill net striped bass quota for with KPD to an escalating
the 2012-13 season and estab- altercation in the 100 block
lishing the 2013 recreational of Irvington Road, received
and commercial striped bass a walk-in complaint involvseasons, gear and size limits, ing a civil dispute, received
as well as most other ﬁnﬁsh a report of the theft of scrap
species; discussion on the rota- metal from the 18200 block
tional natural oyster harvest of Mary Ball Road (miscellaplan; appointment of a nomi- neous tractor parts; $950 loss)
nating committee; appoint- and responded to a missing/
ments to advisory committee overdue person complaint on
vacancies and a hearing on Seniors Creek Place (subject
a delinquent seafood catch returned home safely while
report.
deputy was meeting with
complainant). Staff responded
to Old Orchard Drive on a
hunter’s complaint of being
unable to ﬁnd a companion
hunter in the woods (subject
located within 30 minutes),
responded to a mental health
emergency on White Hall
by Shannon Rice

The Agenda

ADVERTISE
435-1701
RRecord.com

CUSTOM YACHT
SERVICE

◆

This winter…
Let us be your pride and joy’s home
away from home
Conveniently located on the Eastern
Branch of Carters Creek
Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage
50-ton travel lift and
9 feet at mean low water

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington
(804) 438-5563
A Full Service Boatyard

CRIME
SOLVERS

Street for an unauthorized use
of a vehicle complaint.
November 19: Staff notiﬁed VDOT of a citizen’s complaint of shrubbery interfering
with line of sight for motorists on Waverly Avenue.
Staff also made 13 trafﬁc
stops during the week, issued
nine summonses, assisted one
motorist, recorded three deer
strikes, provided trafﬁc control four times, answered nine
building alarms, executed one
mental health order and made
three prisoner transports.

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

Fire calls:
William Tye Smith

Michael Tyrell Smith

T

he Lancaster County
Crime Solvers seeks information on the whereabouts of
two individuals.
William Tye Smith, 44, is
wanted for failure to pay child
support. He is described as a
black male with black hair,
brown eyes and a scar on his
left leg. He is 6 feet 1 inch tall
and weighs 200 pounds. His
last known address is 115 Old
Aberdeen Drive in Hampton.
Michael Tyrell Smith, 29, is
wanted for failure to appear in
court on a driving suspended
charge. He is described as a
black male with black hair
and brown eyes. He is 6 feet
6 inches tall and weighs
229 pounds. His last known
address was 12182 Mary Ball
Road in Kilmarnock.
Report the location of either
of the two men at 466-7463.
You will not have to give your
name or appear in court.
Crime Solvers pays rewards
up to $1,000 for information
on crimes that have happened
or are taking place.

Road and received a larceny
report from the 4300 block of
Irvington Road (two custom
needlepoint eyeglass cases;
$340 loss).
November 17 : Staff
checked on the well-being of
a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged telephone contact could not be
made (subject had fallen the
night before, was unable to
get up; EMS was dispatched
to the scene). Staff notified
the game warden of a trespass by hunting complaint
on Windmill Point Road,
responded to a trespassing
vehicle complaint at Irvington and Weems Roads, and
notified Middlesex authorities of an EMS call at an
address that is identical to
one in Lancaster County.
November 18:
Staff
responded to a trespass complaint on Rappahannock
Drive, responded to a single
vehicle trafﬁc crash on Ocran
Road, monitored for possible
problems a large crowd at
a White Stone convenience
store, responded to an Irvington Road convenience store
when a motorist backed into
and damaged a fence, and
responded to Old School

NEWS
BREAK
■ Seking volunteers
The Salvation Army unit in
Lancaster County is starting
its campaign to ﬁnd volunteers
to man their Christmas kettles.
Some 90% of all money collected stays in the community
to help those in need with
sudden, unexpected emergencies.
“All we ask is for you to
donate three hours of your
time—or more if you wish—to
help your Salvation Army help
those in need,” said Carter.
To volunteer, call Carter at
435-1960.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a trafﬁc crash on North
Main Street, to a ﬁre alarm on
School Street, and with the
White Stone Volunteer Fire
Department to a structure ﬁre
in the 10500 block of Jessie
Ball Dupont Highway.
The White Stone VFD also
responded to a trafﬁc crash on
Ocran Road.
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department and
the Department of Forestry
responded to a brush ﬁre on
Buzzards Neck Road.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles A.
Wilkins this week reported
charges against 14 individuals.

Felonies:
Dwayne D. Noel, 35, of
Heathsville was charged
November 5 with three direct
indictments for distribution
of a controlled substance,
namely, cocaine. The indictments were handed down by
the multi-jurisdictional grand
jury.
George A. Cummings Jr.,
20, of Lottsburg was charged
November 13 with failing
to appear on a grand larceny charge. Cummings was
arrested by Essex County
Sheriffs Ofﬁce.
Matthew P. Boyd, 27,
of Lancaster was charged
November 14 with grand larceny.
Megan C. Hill, 22, of
Kilmarnock was charged
November 15 with grand larceny from the Corner Market
in Wicomico Church.
Kionna R. Walters, 23,
of Kilmarnock was charged
with grand larceny from the
Corner Market in Wicomico
Church.
Shawn M. Redmond, 18,
of Heathsville was charged
November 18 with refusing
to stop for law enforcement
when signal was given, no
drivers license, reckless driving and speeding.

Misdemeanors:
A Heathsville man, 28, was
charged November 6 with
failing to appear in the Lancaster County General District Court.
A Heathsville man, 39, was
charged November 9 with
trespassing on the property
belonging to the Buoy Store
in Heathsville.
A Heathsville man, 33, was
charged November 13 with
violating a protective order.
A Heathsville man, 30, was
charged November 14 with
assault & battery.
A Callao man, 57, was
charged November 14 with
DUI.
A Reedville man, 73, was
charged November 16 with
having a threatening dog.
A Reedville woman, 27,
was charged November 17
with driving suspended.
A Hague man, 30, was
charged November 17 with
giving a false statement to
law enforcement.

Longaberger &
Pampered Chef


Christmas Open
House
Nov. 30, Dec. 1 & 2 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem.

Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery,
Longaberger Purses, Accessories & Boyd’s Bears, & More!
Everyone cooks! Pampered Chef
makes cooking quick, easy and healthy!
Come see it all!
Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)
Free Shipping on orders
804-580-6978 Cell 804-761-6268

4HEß4AVERNßINß(EATHSVILLE
PRESENTS

'OLDENß6ILLAGEß#HRISTMAS
3ATURDAY ß$ECß ßßAMßTOßßPM
3HOPPINGßFORß!DULTSßANDß
#HILDREN
3ANTA´SßVISITßWILLßBEßFROMßß ß
"AKEß3HOP
&ORßMOREßINFOß  
ADDRESSßß-ONUMENTß0LACE ß(EATHSVILLE

We wish you a happy
Thankgiving.

Hi, I’m Bentley!

Join us for our
2nd annual traditional
Thanksgiving Dinner
along with our many specials
Thursday, November 22

12 p.m - 4 p.m
.
'IFT #ERIlCATES AVAILABLE s "OOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES NOW
Reservations accepted

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
   s www.bentleysgrille.com

At this time of Thanksgiving
we pause to count our blessings
and wish you all
“Happy Thanksgiving”.
Cathy Rowe

804-436-2696
crowe@pleasantlife.com

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA
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Kilmarnock planners
get back on track with
town comprehensive plan
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Last
week’s planning commission
meeting on revisions to the
town’s ﬁve-year comprehensive
plan brought some changes
with the arrival of three new
members and leadership by a
former mayor.
Commission chairman and
Baked goods were a family favorite Saturday at the Christmas former mayor Curtis Smith set
clear instructions to members
Bizarre at the Callao ﬁre department. Photo by Shannon Rice
as they began discussions.
“...Everyone should understand the planning commission is in a subservient role to
council...and that some of their
ideas won’t be adopted...,” said
Smith.
The comment may have
been prompted by complaints
last year when the commission
was bypassed in a review of
the town’s capital improvement
plan (CIP) and council did not

Holiday baking starts early

Planning commission
learns how Middle
Peninsula localities
gained water access
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—After hearing last week about the Middle
Peninsula’s success in securing
public access to the water over
the past 15 years, county planners were feeling Lancaster has
been left high and dry.
Lewis Lawrence, executive
director of the Middle Peninsula
Planning District Commission,
outlined the accomplishments
of its Public Access Authority (PAA) for Lancaster planners. He noted they had secured
nearly $3.4 million in funding
without using any local government taxes and secured over 800
acres of land through researching
ownership of road endings at old
steamship landings and through
land donations from private citizens.
Some of the property is available for hunting, some parcels
are used for water access, and
other parcels are being held for
future use, said Lawrence.
Lancaster planner David
Chupp said when he started
researching public access, he
was astounded to discover what
was happening on the Middle
Peninsula.
“No one on this planning
commission even knew about
the Northern Neck Planning District’s Public Access Authority...

or if they had done anything for
this county,” said Chupp. “Do we
need to invigorate the PAA or do
it ourselves? We need to put in
our comprehensive plan how we
want to do this.”
“This county has not gotten
the outside funds,” said supervisor Butch Jenkins. He recalled
the county’s ﬁrst effort at improving access at Westland Beach and
that it turned into an embarrassment for the county when residents worked against them with
the Virginia Marine Resources
Commission.
Lancaster county administrator
Frank Pleva, who was involved
in the Middle Peninsula efforts
as the Mathews county administrator at the time, said the Middle
Peninsula’s success was based on
the PAA working exclusively on
the projects rather than having
the county take on the additional
task.
While economic times have
changed and most government
grants have dried up, Lawrence
indicated it is not impossible to
get started and involve citizens.
Planners will continue their
public access discussion at their
January meting. At that time,
they also plan to ﬁnalize their
review of proposed revisions to
chapter 3 of the plan dealing with
protection of the county’s potable
water supply.

Middlesex County IDA
refinances RW-C bonds
SALUDA—Ref inancing
bonds for Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury (RW-C), an
assisted living facility for seniors
near Irvington, will net the Middlesex Industrial Development
Authority (IDA) about $22,000
in annual income. The income
is derived from the IDA’s fee of
1/8th of a percent per year of the
unpaid balance.
In October, the Middlesex IDA
approved a resolution to issue up
to $19.5 million in bonds for
RW-C.
Issuing bonds through the IDA
makes the bonds tax-exempt,
said Middlesex IDA bond attorney Dan Siegel. Each IDA can
issue $10 million annually in
“bank qualiﬁed” bonds.
The Middlesex IDA’s new
ﬁscal year begins January 1,
2013.
Bank-qualiﬁed
tax-exempt
bonds are given special tax treatment by the IRS so the bonds
are more attractive to banks, he
explained. Interest on bank qualiﬁed bonds is not taxed.
RW-C president and chief
executive ofﬁcer Stuart Bunting said the Lancaster IDA has
already committed its bank-qualiﬁed bonds for 2012 and could
not issue more until January
2013.
Bunting said reﬁnancing
through the Middlesex IDA

bonds could lower RW-C’s interest rate from 6% to the middle
4% rate.
The new ﬁnancing would be
used to retire debt of $17.9 million used to build RW-C, which
opened in 1985.
IDA chairman Philip J. Allan
asked authority members to
suggest IDA bond projects for
Middlesex.
On November 6, the Middlesex board of supervisors
endorsed the bonds for RW-C.
The IDA operates autonomously
and is not under direct control of
the board of supervisors, which
does, however, appoint the seven
members.
The IDA collects an annual
bond fee and this money was
used recently by the IDA to issue
grants for the Deltaville Maritime Museum in Deltaville, and
the Middlesex County Museum
in Saluda.
Middlesex County administrator Matt Walker said the bonds
will create no liability for Middlesex County, or its IDA.
RW-C will pay all closing
costs for the bonds, which are
being privately placed with two
banks, Union First Market Bank
and Chesapeake Bank, and the
banks’ bondholders will sign
documents stating releasing the
IDA and the county from liability for the bonds.

John D. “Jack” Miller

Middlesex
supervisor
is elected
president
of VACo
RICHMOND—The Virginia
Association of Counties elected
Middlesex County supervisor John D. “Jack” Miller as
2012-2013 president during its
78th annual conference in Bath
County. He began his term at
the association’s annual business
meeting November 13.
“It truly humbles me to think
that the VACo membership
entrusts me enough to elect me
president of VACo,” said Miller.
“I will work hard at it. I believe
you only get back what you put
in.”
He has served as Middlesex
County supervisor for 17 years,
including ﬁve as chairman and
ﬁve as vice chairman.
“Jack is a popular member
of VACo and his ability to bring
people together will serve our
membership well,” said executive director James D. Campbell.
“Jack is an experienced local
leader and knows the issues that
concern our counties. I have no
doubt Jack has the best interest of
all of Virginia’s counties at heart.
VACo is fortunate to have Jack
Miller as its president.”
“I feel blessed every day that
I’m able to serve my constituents,
not only through large county
issues, but with their individual
problems as well,” said Miller.
“Middlesex County is where I
was born, where I grew up, where
I got married and where I raised
my family. It’s home.”
Miller was elected to the
VACo board of directors in 2003.
As president, he succeeds Fairfax
County supervisor Catherine M.
Hudgins.
Miller is the ﬁrst politician
in U.S. history to be re-elected
to ofﬁce and to serve without a
human heart.

adopt some recommendations
of the planning commission,
speciﬁcally when selecting
new members.
New members to the commission include Smith, former
member and past councilman
Les Spivey, and professional
planner Ann Towner. They join
Steve Bonner, Shawn Donahue, Joan Gravatt and Lindsy
Gardner.
“Future CIP items can evolve
from the comprehensive plan,”
said town planner Marshall
Sebra during the discussion.
“We need to recognize the
CIP and its issues, goals and
strategies...because it gives us
an overview of where we’re
going,” said Spivey.
Gardner expressed concern
about getting too involved in
areas where members have
little knowledge. “I don’t feel
comfortable on water and sewer
issues. How would water and
sewer input be incorporated in
strategies?”
Sebra said reports from
council would help them in
knowing what infrastructure
should be replaced.
Towner, who is overseeing the comprehensive plan
revisions, presented proposed
changes to the vision statement based on input from last
month’s joint meeting with
council.
Towner said the mission
statement will now include an
emphasis on economic development, tourism, visitor-serving commercial uses and public
land use/community services.

Brought to you by the Steamboat Era Museum

Holiday Cleaning
Special!
SAVE 20%

On carpet & furniture cleaning & SAVE 20% on
ORIENTAL RUG CLEANING WHEN YOU BRING
THEM IN TO US.

KingsCleaningServices.com
800-828-4398
We do water damage clean-up 24/7

Do you have a friend who loves the Northern
Neck, but who lives far away?
Do you have a child away in college who would
like to keep up with local happenings?
Are you ready to read the Record
on a computer or tablet?
Here are some gift ideas:
s "UY A #HRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE
ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THE 2APPAHANNOCK
2ECORD  BY $ECEMBER  AND BE ENTERED
IN OUR DRAWING ON $ECEMBER 
FOR A NEW Kindle Fire!
s 2ENEW ANY ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION BY $EC
 AND GET A ONE YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION PRINT
OR ELECTRONIC AT HALF PRICE   
Give the gift that keeps arriving,
51 weeks a year!

Rapahannock Record
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David Scarbrough, PhD.,
RYT (Registered Yoga Teacher)

804-580-4505
www.NorthernNeckYoga.com
e-mail: descarbro@gmail.com

Mondays
Call about our
Level 2 Class
Heathsville
Nov. 26 : 8 weeks
5 - 6:15 p.m.

Tuesdays
Kilmarnock
Nov. 27 : 8 weeks
NN Family YMCA
2 - 3:15 p.m.
RGH Rehab Center
5:30 - 6:45 p.m.

Thursdays
Heathsville
Nov. 29 : 8 weeks
Transportation
Building
10-11:15 a.m.

*UST CALL    %XT 
GO TO RRECORDCOM
OR lLL OUT ONE OF THE FORMS
IN THE PAPER AND SEND IT TO
0/ "OX  +ILMARNOCK 6! 
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Gov. McDonnell requests federal disaster assistance
RICHMOND— Gov. Bob
McDonnell last week asked for
federal disaster assistance to help
28 Virginia communities recover
from the effects of Hurricane
Sandy, an extremely large storm
that brought high winds, heavy
rains, coastal erosion and tidal
ﬂooding to the eastern portion of
the Commonwealth and dropped
signiﬁcant snowfall in the west
and southwest. Sandy caused
three tragic deaths in Virginia.
The governor requested federal aid through FEMA’s Individual Assistance Program for
Accomack County. If approved,
the Individual Assistance Program makes funding available
for homeowners and renters in
the form of grants and low-interest loans as well as disaster housing assistance. The governor also
requested disaster unemployment
assistance and legal services.
The governor also requested

FEMA’s Public Assistance Program for Accomack, Arlington,
Clarke, Craig, Culpeper, Essex,
Fauquier, Frederick, Greene,
(IGHLAND +ING AND 1UEEN
Lancaster, Loudoun, Madison,
Mathews, Middlesex, Nelson,
Northampton, Northumberland,
Prince William, Rappahannock,
Shenandoah, Surry, Warren and
Westmoreland counties, as well
as the cities of Fairfax, Falls
Church and Manassas.
FEMA’s Public Assistance
Program would make funding available to reimburse state
and local governments for costs
associated with response and
recovery efforts, such as debris
removal and related emergency
services. If the governor’s request
is approved, and if sufﬁcient
damage information is collected,
then other localities could be
added to the declaration.
In addition, Governor McDon-

nell requested Hazard Mitigation Assistance for all Virginia
localities. The Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program helps
local and state governments take
actions to reduce the impact of
future disasters, such as elevating homes in ﬂood zones, ﬂoodprooﬁng businesses and other
measures.
“Virginia localities, ﬁrst
responders, state agencies, volunteers and our private partners have provided signiﬁcant
resources to aid storm victims
throughout Virginia and I praise
all of their efforts to help those
impacted by the storm,” said Gov.
McDonnell. “And while media
reports have focused on the
widespread devastation in New

York and New Jersey, thousands
of Virginians continue to suffer
from storm impacts. They need
us to reach out and help. That is
why I am challenging individuals
and corporations to contribute to
storm relief.”
The Virginia Disaster Relief
Fund is a state-managed relief
fund to ﬁnancially help Virginia
residents impacted by disasters.
Proceeds of the fund are distributed as grants to Local Disaster
Recovery Groups. Grants also
can be made to charities and
faith-based organizations associated with the Virginia Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disasters.
Mary Jane Binsky dishes out samples of homemade jelly
To donate, visit payments. Saturday at the Gifts and Greens sale sponsored by the
vi.virginia.gov/donatenow.
Historyland Community Workshop at the Boys and Girls Club
of the Northern Neck in Kilmarnock.The annual sale features
an assortment of handcrafted gift items, holiday decorations,
greens, baked goods, canned goods and cheeses. Proceeds
beneﬁt scholarships and other Historyland community
outreach projects. Photo by Shannon Rice
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NAACP holds annual
banquet and celebration
WICOMICO CHURCH—
The Northumberland chapter
of the NAACP held its 41st
annual Freedom Fund and King
AND 1UEEN BANQUET .OVEMber 9 at the Northumberland
County Community Center in
Wicomico Church. This year’s
theme was “Success Through
Service.”
“It was a celebration of success,” said Phyllis Howard,
member of the publicity committee.
Guest speaker the Rev. Peyton
Walter’s message entitled
“Road Map to Success” based
on Joshua 1:8 was a success
message for all, she said. Other
program participants included
Dr. Frank Kober; the Rev. Jeff
Cerar; the Rev. Dr. John Foun-

taine; Dr. Michael Bryant; minister Shirley Harcum; Gerald
Howard; Mary Wildy; Irene
Bunns Freedom Fund Committee members and James
M. Long, president of the Northumberland NAACP.
Music was provided by
TreVon Waters from New
St. John Baptist Church and
Aleshia and Alia Russell from
First Baptist Church
First Baptist Church celebrated King Jalen Dobyns and
1UEEN *ASMINE 'REGORY
Dr. Frank Kober and Gerald
Howard were honored for their
exceptional leadership and support for the Northumberland
NAACP.
Proceeds support scholarships for graduating seniors.

L

First ticket could be a winner
From left, Melinda Sledd of River Lanes & Grill in Kilmarnock
purchases the ﬁrst Library Lottery ticket from Lancaster
Community Library director Lindsy Gardner. Ticket sales
continue to January 19; however, tickets purchased on or
before December 21 are only $95 each and qualify for a
$500 bonus drawing. Tickets purchased beyond December
21 are $100 each. The grand prize is $10,000. To purchase a
ticket, visit the library at 235 School Street in Kilmarnock, or
lancasterlibrary.org.

Arbor Day Foundation offers gift suggestions
Celebrate this year’s holiday season with friends and
loved ones while supporting conservation and tree
planting with the help of the
Arbor Day Foundation.
“The holidays are a time
for thinking about others,
and as you do, take a moment
to think about what you can
do to protect the beauty and
splendor of the Earth,” said
founder and chief executive John Rosenow. “We
encourage everyone to give
gifts that will have a lasting
impact for generations to
come.”
Returning for the fifth

season in a row, Give-ATree cards offer a holiday
giving opportunity with
conservation benefits that
will endure for generations.
Give-A-Tree cards can be
purchased individually and
with customized text.
Purchasing the Arbor Day
Foundation’s specialty coffee
helps preserve rain forests in
Central and South America.
The foundation’s specialty
coffee is shade-grown under
the canopy of Latin American rain forests. Unlike sungrown coffee plantations,
this traditional shade-grown
method gives the coffee a

uci York of the Historyland Community Workshop on
Monday announced the winners of their annual rafﬂe. A
related drawing was held at the Gifts and Green Sale November
17.
The winners were:
s &IRST (ELEN "AKER A GOLF FOUR SOME AT THE 'OLDEN %AGLE
Golf Course.
s 3ECOND *AYNE -C1UADE  CASH
s 4HIRD *IM AND #AROL #HARBENEAU  CREDIT AT &ARM AND
Home Supply.
s &OURTH 'ERALD 7HITE A PINK AND mORAL QUILT
s &IFTH $ESHAY 3MITH A HAND PAINTED HEIRLOOM PORCELAIN
plate.
s 3IXTH *ACK AND 3ALI 7IDENER TRADITIONAL FOOD BASKET
“Thank you all who participated in the Historyland rafﬂe,”
said York. “You are now part of those who help support education in both counties. Every dollar speaks to your interest.”
Historyland is happy to help “Keep the Buck Local” with its
annual sale, she added.

SUBSCRIBE
435-1701
RRecord.com

rich and delicious flavor, at the right time of year for
while preventing the destruc- planting.
tion of forestland.
To purchase holiday gifts,
The foundation’s Trees in visit arborday.org.
Celebration program allows
the giver to honor loved
ones while supporting crucial conservation efforts.
For each dollar donated, one
tree is planted in a high-need
forest, and recipients are
given a certificate showing
them where the trees were
planted.
By giving friends the gift
of membership to the Arbor
Day Foundation, recipients
Representing Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay Country Since 1957
will also be sent 10 free
trees, which will be shipped

Local Black Friday and
Small Business Saturday Sale
Black Friday Pandora Bead Available
...while they last
Northern Neck Beads
Buy 1 at regular price and get second one 50% off
Kameleon and GemDrops
Buy 3 pieces and get a $29 pop or drop for FREE
Select Watches, Rings, Pendants, Bracelets and
Earrings 60% off

86 South Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia
804-435-1302
burkesjewelers.com

Jim & Pat Carter Real Estate
is thankful to have our
Realtor family under one roof.
Stop by and visit us at
349 Chesapeake Drive
White Stone
804.435.3131
Emily Carter
Bruce Anderson
Jill Anderson
Lawrence Barrack

Mary Anne Campbell
Dottie MacDonald
Dick McEwan
George Yeatman
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Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

Focal Point

by Robert Mason Jr.

thankful for all The ROC does that I never see,
This is the 2012 Thanksgiving issue.
or never hear about. If you want to learn more
However, with the “Thanks giving” letters
about The ROC, visit theroc.com., or catch a
appearing this week, I was going to leave the
ride with me one Saturday afternoon for Six
thanking to the readers.
O’Clock ROC.
Instead, I was going to ramble on about my
I’m thankful to Pastor G for reminding us to
favorite bird, the oven-roasted turkey.
be thankful for what we can’t see.
My intentions changed. After leaving the
I’m thankful for that big plate of sliced ovenRichmond Outreach Center Thanksgiving serroasted turkey my mother serves every Thanksvice Saturday, I felt motivated to write about
giving. I’m thankful also for all the work mom
giving thanks.
Pastor G’s sermon was about being thankful puts into the meal, especially the turkey.
I’m thankful God invented the turkey.
for what we can’t see. I have no problem stealI’m thankful for all the turkey farmers and
ing his theme. I won’t repeat his message. You
the many hours they put into making Thanksmight catch it on an upcoming segment airing
giving meals around the country a culinary
at 11 a.m. Sundays on WTVR Channel 6, or
delight.
3:30 p.m. Thursdays on The Word Network.
I’m thankful for the processing plants and
If you aren’t familiar with The ROC, it’s one
the poultry plant workers who prepare the birds
of the fastest growing churches in the U.S. It’s
for human consumption. I’m thankful for the
changing lives throughout the Richmond area
government meat and poultry inspectors who
and making life changers along the way. The
approve the meat ﬁt for human consumption.
goal is to save Richmond. Through some 150
I’m thankful also for those who designed and
active ministries, The ROC reaches more than
produced the packaging to preserve the quality
11,000 individuals weekly.
of the processed turkeys.
The ROC isn’t for everyone. The services
I’m thankful for those who transport turkeys
are full of sinners seeking help, shelter, food,
guidance, value, salvation, hope and love. They to market and the markets for slashing prices
so almost everyone can afford to purchase the
are ﬁnding Jesus among the loyal and faithful
turkeys for their Thanksgiving tables.
family. There’s no room for perfect Christians
The swans of Indian Creek
I’m thankful also for those who keep the
in The Big House, or those who think they are.
delivery trucks on the road, those who proI’m thankful Jesus died on the cross for our
Photo by Garnett Fisher
duced the trucks and related parts, those who
sins.
constructed the roads and those whose tax dolWhen Gov. Bob McDonnell announced the
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
2012 Governor’s Volunteerism and Community lars paid for the roads.
I’m thankful for those who designed and
rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.
Services Awards, he recognized The ROC as
produced the ovens for roasting the turkeys and
the recipient of the Outstanding Faith-Based
those who designed and produced the power
Volunteer Service Award.
sources to serve the ovens.
“When it comes to helping impoverished
I’m thankful for the hundreds of churches
families in the Central Virginia region, the
and organizations that provide Thanksgiving
Richmond Outreach Center (The ROC) is a
(Reprints from the Novemhousehold name,” said Gov. McDonnell. “With meals, including turkey, for those less fortuWharf.
adequate receipts from the
ber 15, 1912, issue of the Virnate. I’m thankful The Roc served a Thanksa staff of over 150 and a congregation of over
lower Potomac River, the
Kilmarnock to Byrdton.
ginia Citizen)
2,000, this non-traditional, boundary-breaking giving dinner to hundreds of inner-city children
Kilmarnock to Heathsville. price of all kinds of oysters
Postofﬁce
church, led and inspired by founder and pastor last Saturday and sent them each home with a
White Stone to Kilmarnock. took a drop.
Department News
turkey for their families to enjoy.
Geronimo Aguilar, has mobilized enough volThe oyster is the only artiWhite Stone to Owens.
I’m thankful also for oven-roasted turkey
unteers to serve more than 11,000 people a
President Taft recently
White Stone to Fisherman. cle of food that hasn’t gone
leftovers. Thank you for sharing your leftover
up with the cost of living. For week.
placed all the fourth-class
Lancaster to Lara.
turkey with me. I prefer the white meat, sliced
“These efforts are done through the emera quarter of a century, oysters
postofﬁce under Civil Service
Lancaster to Merry Point.
have been the same at the raw gency and human service ministries, dedicated thick, between two slices of white bread with a
Commission. Postmaster GenBertrand to Millenbeck.
to helping the most at-risk citizens. The ROC’s dab of butter, salt and paper.
bar, by the plate, in the stew.
eral Hitchcock has divided
Litwalton to Morattico.
Place the sandwich in a sealed plastic bag
motto, ‘Changing Lives and Making LifeThere is today an advance of
the 36,236 ofﬁces affected by
Iberis to Merry Point.
and contact me at the Record ofﬁce.
5 cents a bushel over the same Changers,’ is being fulﬁlled every day. The
the order into two classes, A
Wicomico Church to
When it comes to giving thanks for what we
ROC’s uniquely effective community service
time last year.
and B. Class A will embrace
Tipers.
don’t see in addition to what we do see, there’s
(Transcribed by Stephen A. model has been replicated by other nonproﬁts
all postofﬁces at which the
Warsaw to Heathsville.
up and down the East Coast, and as far away as a whole lot of thanking going on—way beyond
Redd, volunteer of the Mary
compensation of postmasters
Warsaw to Kilmarnock
the turkey.
Ball Washington Museum and Costa Rica.”
is $500 a year or more, while
Sampson’s Wharf to Lara.
Thanks for everything. Gobble, gobble.
I’m thankful I found The ROC. I’m also
Library)
Class B will include ofﬁces
Rehoboth Church to Lanat which the compensation is caster
less than $500. Appointment
Rehoboth Church to Harto Class A will be made from vey’s Wharf.
three names furnished by the
Reedville to Sunnybank.
Civil Service Commission
Reedville to Lilian.
after competative examinaRainswood to Heathsville.
tion. The postofﬁces in LanHeathsville to Merry Point.
caster County in this class are
Heathsville to Fairport.
Crisp News
by Matt Vogel, MD
Health Clinic (NNFHC) has
unteers, efficient use of free
White Stone, Irvington, KilThe ﬁrst snow of the season
The Affordable Care Act provided access to health
and reduced-cost drug promarnock, Millenbeck, Lively,
grams, and innovative partWeems, Morattico. Vacancies fell near Baltimore city Satur- (ACA) will be implemented care to those who otherwise
day morning.
over the next two years. What would not have it. We serve
nerships. We will continue to
in Class B ofﬁces will be
President Taft issued a
roles will free health clinics Lancaster, Middlesex, Norbe relied upon even when the
ﬁlled on the recommendation
Thanksgiving proclamation
have in the future of health thumberland,
Richmond
ACA is fully functioning.
of postofﬁce inspectors after
and Westmoreland counties.
As the ACA evolves,
personal investigation. All the setting aside November 25 for care?
Experts agree the roles will Those eligible for the clinic’s
unforeseen gaps in health care
other ofﬁces in this county are the observance of that day.
Schrank pleaded guilty to
be critically important.
services have incomes of
will surface. The clinic has
in this class. All present postshooting Roosevelt. A comStudies show that with 200% or less of the federal
positioned itself to adapt to
masters will hold the ofﬁce
mission was appointed to
the compromises made to poverty level and lack adechanges as it has for the past
and vacancies in future will
inquire into his sanity.
bring the ACA to America, quate health insurance.
20 years. Both the health and
be ﬁlled by this plan without
The Princeton football team many people will still face
Since 1993, some 11,000
dental clinics can, and will
regard to political afﬁliations
won over the New York Unibarriers to accessing health individuals have received
be, the vehicle to fill those
of the applicants.
care. Many will not qualify care through the Medical
gaps and ensure that everyThe Postofﬁce Department versity team Saturday by the
score of 64 to 0. Presidentfor Medicaid, and yet may Clinic, Dental Clinic, Mental
one in need has a chance to
is asking for bids for carrynot qualify for or be able Health Services and Pharobtain quality health care.
ing the mail on Star Routes in elect Woodrow Wilson was a
spectator.
to afford the new insurance macy. These individuals have
The clinic needs your supVirginia. Proposals received
Fish And Oyster Notes “exchanges.” Others may received nearly $60 million
port. Please continue helpuntil January 21, 1913, and
not be able to find a doctor worth of services, through home. Your donated dollar ing elevate the health of the
the contract to run from July
Such a “strike” or growth
and will need a health-care more than 110,000 visits.
is not matched by any other community by sending dona1, 1913, to July 1, 1917.
has rarely been seen in the
home. Lastly, it is important
The clinic is built on a solid funding, but it still gives a tions to the NNFHC at P.O.
Annoucements of the sucess- Rappahannock oyster region
to realize that dental care is foundation of volunteer and great rate of return: every $1 Box 1694, Kilmarnock, VA,
ful bidders will be made Feb- as this year.
ruary18, 1913. The following
Washington City, which has not even addressed in the donor support. It was cre- yields more than $6 worth 22482; or nnfhc.com.
ated by the community, for of services. This is made
Dr. Matt Vogel is an NNFHC
are the routes near here:
been in the throes of a threat- ACA.
For the past two decades, the community, and provides possible through generous volunteer and president of its
Kilmarnock to Irvington.
ened oyster famine for weeks,
the Northern Neck Free hope as well as a health care donations of time by our vol- board of directors.
Kilmarnock to Harvey’s
feels better now. Because of
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Need for Free Health Clinic services will
extend beyond the Affordable Care Act

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

O

n this Thanksgiving Eve my thoughts are
revolving around Lew and our newest
family member, his bride, Gladys, who, after a
bit of a rocky start, has adjusted well to life in
our barnyard. Initially, she did not seem to be
interested in his company, and for a few days
appeared not to be eating. Well, that phase
ended when she decided that she did not like
starving. Now she assiduously goes for her
share at mealtime.
At ﬁrst she did not talk either, unlike Lew
who yaks all day long in a beautiful guttural
honk. Hers is a more distinctive, shrill honk
that gives the impression that she is talking
purely for the sake of talking, whereas, Lew
both looks at you when speaking and uses
body language to give emphasis to his honks.
Gladys on the other hand simply honks for the
sake of honking.
The ﬁrst indication we had that Gladys was
showing signs of interest in Lew came one
morning the day after I had let Lew into the
fenced backyard to enjoy some grass and do
some weeding. I had not put him up for the
night, and when I went out to greet them, he
had spent the night next to the gate. To my

Why did Benjamin Franklin
ever think the turkey should
be the national bird, when
he could have pushed for the
goose?
pleasant surprise, Gladys had spent the night
on the other side of the gate, both locations
having evidence by the two piles of droppings.
That day I realized that indeed they were
headed to be an item.
They live in something of a reverse harem;
that is, sharing their quarters with three Dominecker roosters, three Astralorp roosters, one
Aracuna rooster, and one Silver Dorking
rooster, all of whom have accepted her with
friendship and good cheer. They are protective of her safety, but not her privacy. The two
goats share their hillside, and actually are not
paying much attention to her, but at corn time
it is every fowl and mammal for him or herself.

Lew thrives on individual attention, insisting that he be the center of human attention.
He thinks of himself as a person, rather than a
fowl, and probably would prefer to live inside
our home if given the choice of domicile.
Gladys is not so anthropomorphic. She has no
pretensions of acquired humanity, and is perfectly happy being a goose.
She is half Emden and half African, thus
she resembles Lew, save for the orange beak,
compared to his black one. She also does
not share too few dark feathers in her wings,
but otherwise they are remarkably similar in
appearance. When one speaks of ﬂight, they
could not be further apart. Lew never leaves
terra ﬁrma, again, perhaps due his thinking of
himself in human terms, for after all humans
cannot ﬂy.
Gladys, on the other wing, to coin a metaphor, delights in a thirty-foot ﬂight. Her theme
song could be, “Up, Up and Away,” but not too
far away. I doubt she will be taking off with
any string of Canada geese ﬂying overhead.
She loses power after a short hop, but tries to
maintain her avian status by these occasional
lift-offs.

With the onset of cold weather, Gladys’ ﬁrst
winter, the countdown begins in earnest to
spring, when an old gander’s fancy we hope
will turn to romantic matters. We have an ideal
spot, a depression next to a walnut tree, for her
to use as a nest, and, to give her guidance, by
winter’s end we plan to gather straw and sticks
in it.
Gladys’s arrival is another measure for which
we can be thankful tomorrow. As I noted some
weeks ago, she is the product of the nurturing care of Michelle Simmons, as Lew was
of Paula Teeples. Gladys is named for Gladys
Watson, on whose birthday, one shared with
my good wife, she arrived at our home.
Geese are rewarding creatures that provide
special insight into the plan of creation. They
achieve a level of human characteristics that is
more pronounced than other fowl. As parents
the gander shares responsibility for raising
the goslings, and as friends to man, they are
both loyal and committed. Why did Benjamin
Franklin ever think the turkey should be the
national bird, when he could have pushed for
the goose?
Happy Thanksgiving!
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A time to say Thanks

Small Business Saturday
joins ‘Shop Local’ efforts

In the spirit of Thanksgiving,
Thanksgiving we invited readers to express gratitude
to a person or organization that has been helpful this year. Here are their letters:

Community
support recognized

Grateful for church, Thankful for RGH
Keeping the power
family and friends
I am truly grateful for many
I appreciate the Northern

Thanksgiving is a time to
reﬂect on the spirit of community and to give thanks to
friends, family and neighbors.
Over the years, dedicated
and committed residents had
the foresight to review the
needs of our region and many
non-proﬁts have come together
to form lasting partnerships.
These partnerships grow
stronger every day and are a
legacy to those who work tirelessly behind the scenes.
Each non-proﬁt could not
exist without the dedication
of volunteers who give countless hours working in different
capacities as well as the generous donors whose ﬁnancial
support makes these services
a reality.
This Thanksgiving, as I
reﬂect on the devastation
along the East Coast and those
who will not enjoy Thanksgiving as we will, I thank all
volunteers, donors, businesses
and supporters of all kinds for
dedication, time and ﬁnancial
support to these worthy nonproﬁts.
Thank you to those who initiated many of these necessary
services to help create a safer
and more secure community.

This Thanksgiving I am tremendously thankful to God
who blessed me with my parents, my brother, children and
grandchildren.
My parents have given me
so much in so many ways and
I am so grateful. As well, my
children are so loving and
supportive and have given
me grandchildren that have
blessed me with joy abundant.
I am grateful for my church,
Menokin Baptist, and all the
members who have become
such good friends.
I am so blessed to have several close friends who share
my Christian faith.

Neck Electric Cooperative.
Surprise, surprise, I did not
lose electric power during
Sandy.
As a longtime come-here,
now retired, I remember when
a thunderstorm was within 20
miles, the power went off.
Cooperative
employees
must have worked very hard to
improve service. Thank you.
Perhaps, of course, the
reason my power did not go
off was that I just purchased a
generator.

Customers of Maggie’s
upscale ladies consignment
boutique at The Housefield
on Rappahanock Drive in
White Stone were touched by
the owner’s support of the
victims of Hurricane Sandy.
Maggie Levine donates
clothing all year long to
church closets in the area, but
recently contacted Kilmarnock council woman Becky
Nunn to join her relief effort
for the victims of the storm
that slammed the East Coast
a week and a half ago.
Maggie gave clothing and
is still gathering more. She
also contacted Channel 13
news anchor Regina Mobley,
who researched other relief
efforts in the Hampton
Roads area, so Maggie could
broaden her efforts.
When asked why she
wanted to do this Maggie
said she, like everyone else,
is devastated by those who
have no place to live and the
hundreds of thousands of
people still without electricity.
I wanted to do something
to help. “We have to pray and
act,” she said.

things—a loving family, wonderful friends, a home of my
own, and healthcare close by
when I need it.
I have always received compassionate and professional
care at Rappahannock General Hospital, especially when
I compare it to the care I have
received in urban hospitals. In
the past 20 years I have been
an inpatient, had to use the ER
and received many outpatient
services. I’m so grateful to the
people who provide these services.
Also, for the past nine years,
I have been one of RGH’s
500 employees. My paycheck
allows me to pay my mortgage
Christine Rowe Bowen, to a local bank, shop locally,
Kilmarnock pay local real estate and property taxes, and live and play
Supporting the
among the best people in the
world…the people who live
Boys & Girls Club
right here.
On behalf of the board of
I’m thankful that RGH is
directors of the Boys & Girls here for me and others.
Ann O’Herron,
Club of the Northern Neck,
Topping
I thank and acknowledge the
many citizens, businesses, Thanks for 88
churches, service organizations and foundations of our years of blessings
community who have given
I am blessed and thankful for
so much, by way of financial my family and that they will
support, donated time and share Thanksgiving Day with
materials, encouragement, me. Also I’m thankful for my
and word-of-mouth advertis- church family and friends I’ve
ing over the past five years.
come to know.
These contributions allow
Today, November 21, is my
our club to grow and pros- 88th birthday and I thank God
per and to become a lead- for my living this long—long
ing influence in the lives of enough to see three greatalmost 400 boys and girls granddaughters, also. It’s great
annually.
to give thanks now and every
We are pleased and proud day.
Ann B. Robertson,
of their scholastic improveWhite Stone
ment, social development,
improved self confidence, Thanks to
and increased spirituality.
We look forward to even our creator
greater accomplishments in
Saturday mornings, I grab
the future thanks to your sup- my coffee and my devotion
port and participation, and book and head to the living
the hard work of a dedicated room. I enjoy sitting there to
and professional staff who think and thank for what blesshave become so meaningful ings I have.
in their lives and futures.
Life is not about us, it is
Ed Fuehrer, president about us in life-the choices we
Boys & Girls Club make that ﬁlter our decisions.
of the Northern Neck
I look to my creator and I feel
the need to say Thank You!
Thanks for
Whatever issues we have in
life
it’s knowing who is in conmany blessings
trol and letting him be in con“Praise God From Whom All trol. My choice and belief is
Blessings Flow...” is something God is always there. My home
many of us sing in church, but is warm; and yes, a good cup of
how often do we count those coffee doesn’t hurt.
blessings?
That brings me to ‘thankFirst and foremost, I am fulness’ and how blessings
thankful to be the loved child come big and small, whether
of a gracious Lord who for- you have a husband that does
gives my sins and sent His son dishes or a wife that cuts grass.
to set me free. I am thankful to God is bountiful in his blesslive in a country where I can ings and we do not have to wait
worship freely.
in line. Let our hearts overﬂow
I am very thankful to have this Thanksgiving.
Denise Robertson,
been loved and raised by the
Irvington
best parents in the world, supported by wonderful grand- Spreading thanks
parents, aunts and uncles, and
family.
On behalf of the Historyland
I grew up with an awesome Community Workshop, I thank
brother. I was nurtured in this the staff at the Rappahannock
special community by giving Record who help me each
teachers, friends and church year; for the merchants who
families.
let us sell rafﬂe tickets in front
I am thankful to have added of their stores and who let us
to my family with my husband, place posters in their windows.
his family, the best children
Without our hard-working
ever, and their loved ones. I am membership, there would be
grateful for my RGH and CBC no sale. Our spouses and relafriends.
tives always lend much needed
“Praise God.”
muscle when we set up.
Patricia Thomas Lewis,
We want to thank those genKilmarnock erous merchants and individuals who provide the wonderful rafﬂe prizes each year—
Thank you,
Gordon, William, Chris and a
Kandy for Kids
quilter who donate materials
and items to supplement our
in Kilmarnock
inventory.
Luci York,
Our children had a wonderHCW, Kilmarnock
ful time trick-or-treating in
downtown Kilmarnock on Halloween, as did roughly 400 Job well done
others (although it seemed
I thank Lancaster County’s
like way more).
Emergency Management team
The weather was mild, and all the volunteers who
the costumes fabulous and gave their time to warn us of
the candy in abundance.
the predicted storm “Sandy,”
What a nice thing to especially for the information
offer to the children of on the shelter and for the hotour
community—really line phone number.
this had such a wonderYour phone calls were deeply
ful small town feel—and it appreciated. Fortunately, we
was only possible because were spared all the devastation
of the Lancaster By the Bay and destruction.
Chamber, Town of KilmarChristina Hubbard, Frank
nock and merchants ‘ partici- Pleva and Butch Jenkins
pation. Thank you!
deserve our “job well done”
Patricia Monge-Meberg, award. Sincere thanks.

Sandy Donaldson,
Kilmarnock

Louise Stevens,
Lancaster

Jane and Sibley Towner,
Kilmarnock

Julie Dudley, executive director,
Rivers Counties Chapter,
American Red Cross

Family gives thanks
The Wohleking family is
thankful for faith in a loving
God, each other, and friends
and good food.
The Wohlekings,
Kilmarnock

Thanks to God,
and for Timothy
We would give thanks first
and foremost to God for all
His many blessings He has
bestowed upon us in 2012.
I thank him also for 38
beautiful years of marriage
to a wonderful man, the
love of my life, Mr. Timothy
White, who passed away on
April 18, 2012. He served
many in the Northern Neck
and surrounding areas as a
contractor and carpenter,
made many new friends and
gained lasting relationships
in the process.
He loved God, his family,
and everyone, always willing to give a helping hand to
anyone in need.
During this time of Thanksgiving we would like to show
our gratitude to churches,
family members, friends, the
community, and The Berry
O. Waddy Funeral Home for
your support, prayers, and
gifts during a trying time in
our lives.
Please remember Tim’s
great big beautiful smile, and
thank you again for allowing
him to serve you.
Veronica White and family,
Kilmarnock

Thanks to Maggie

Weems

Woody Ball,
Reedville

County emergency
crew commended
We should all commend
Christina Hubbard and her
Emergency Operations Center
team for the great work they
did during the storm.
The phone calls that kept us
up to date and gave us important notiﬁcations were particularly useful.
Thanks to this hard-working
team of professionals.
Marianne Henderson,
Lancaster

Thank you for
‘Dig Pink’ support
The Lancaster High School
Lady Devils volleyball teams
thank all who helped make our
third annual Side-Out Foundation “Dig Pink” Night a success.
Your participation gives
youth the opportunity to make
a difference in the lives of all
breast cancer patients. The
team wishes “Thanksgiving
Blessings” to all who helped
make this event possible and to
those battling cancer.
Brooke Hudnall, Skylar Kellum
and Paige Pittman, 2012 LHS
varsity volleyball captains

Grateful for support
Few endeavors could be as
rewarding as the one I have had
the good fortune to embark
upon for the past 19 years.
The Northern Neck Free
Health Clinic was created in
1993 by a concerned community. I am blessed to have been
involved with its growth over
the years into a comprehensive
health-care home for the lowincome uninsured residents of
the Northern Neck and Middlesex County.
What has made it so striking,
and fulﬁlling, is the support the
community provides—daily,
weekly,
annually—through
ﬁnancial contributions and
with the selﬂess donation of
hundreds of thousands of volunteer hours. Folks contribute
in so many ways here, with
no expectations of anything in
return. They are devoted to the
clinic and its mission of helping those in need.
I am so grateful to be a part
of such a caring community,
and to witness the loyal support of its members. My deepest thanks go to all of you.
Jean Nelson, executive director,
Northern Neck
Free Health Clinic

Medical services
are appreciated
Our community is fortunate to
have two organizations that offer
professional services and personal, caring help to people diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease
and other movement disorders.
Rappahannock General Hospital Rehabilitation Center on
Harris Road in Kilmarnock, and
Rappahannock
WestminsterCanterbury on Old Salem Road
near Irvington provide ﬁtness
programs and support for families. The aim is to help maintain
quality of life for those who
suffer from chronic, debilitating
disease.
It is unusual that our rural area
with a relatively small population would have two programs
when urban centers have poor
access or no opportunity such as
these.
We are grateful to live in this
community and to be able to
avail ourselves of services, and
we encourage others with such
need to investigate the possibilities at RGH and RW-C.

by Nicole Riley
You know about Black
Friday, the day after Thanksgiving when people line up
outside the big department
stores and discount stores in
the middle of the night to buy
cheap Christmas presents.
Black Friday is a big day for
retailers, but I don’t think it’s
nearly as important as Small
Business Saturday.
That’s because small business is the heart and soul of
our economy.
Small Business Saturday is
about Main Street, not Wall
Street. It’s about the entrepreneurs and families who have
put everything into stores
that offer what the chains
and e-commerce companies
don’t—something
different, something special, from
handcrafted gifts to genuinely
friendly service.
It’s also about supporting
the local economy. The chain
stores are owned by big corporations based someplace
else, but small businesses are
usually owned by people who
live in the community. When
you shop at a small business,
you’re supporting your hometown, your neighborhood, and
your neighbors.
Small businesses represent
99% of U.S. employers, and
they employ about half of the
nation’s private-sector workforce, according to the latest
ﬁgures from the federal government.
We can’t have a strong economy unless our small businesses are doing well – and
right now they’re not doing
well. They’re hurting.
According to the National
Federation of Independent
Business’latest Small-Business
Optimism Index, the outlook
among small-business owners
is still wary. The survey, conducted before the presidential
election, found that weak sales
are still the No. 1 issue facing
small-business owners.
The truth is that small businesses aren’t going to hire new
employees if they’re worried
about keeping the lights on.
They aren’t going to expand or
add locations if they’re worried
about the torrent of new regulations coming out of Washington
or a health-care package that’s
going to jack up costs without
doing much to increase competition and improve access to
affordable coverage.
Small Business Saturday,
then, is a good opportunity for
people to support the establishments that mean so much
to America’s economic wellbeing.
According to the inaugural Small Business Saturday
Insights Survey, released
Nov. 8 by NFIB and American Express, nearly half of all
independent merchants plan
to incorporate Small Business
Saturday into their holiday
marketing plans, while 67%
plan to offer special discounts

The Buck Stays Here
Participating Lancaster
by the Bay Chamber of
Commerce
merchants
observed Shop
Local Day Saturday, November 10. These
merchants featured
discounts and special offers
as part of the promotion.
Additionally, a number
of merchants will continue
discounts and special offers
throughout the holiday
season, so it will be advantageous to holiday shoppers
to make return visits when
shopping for gifts and seasonal products.
Shoppers are urged to
look for “The Buck Stays
Here” decal in store windows and in display advertising in the Rappahannock
Record indicating merchant
participation in the current
campaign, co-sponsored by
Chesapeake Bank.

on Saturday, November 24.
Small businesses generally
offer better service than you’ll
ﬁnd at the chain stores. Smallbusiness owners and their
employees know their merchandise and understand their
customers. When you shop
at a small business, there’s a
good chance you’ll be dealing
directly with the owner, not
some random teenager who’s
there for the employee discount
and couldn’t care less whether
you shop there again.
Small-business owners and
their employees will do everything they can to keep you satisﬁed because their livelihoods
depend on you coming back.
Then there’s the trafﬁc.
Shopping-mall parking lots can
be ugly this time of year, but
small businesses are usually
in neighborhoods with smaller
crowds and better parking, and
that can go a long way toward
making your day merry and
bright.
But beyond all this, there’s
the value that small businesses
bring to the community.
Small businesses are usually owned by people who have
a vested interest in the community, in its schools, in the
quality of life. It’s no accident
that small-business owners are
among the most generous supporters of civic groups, local
charities, youth sports, schools
and virtually every other form
of community activity.
That’s why I urge you to
support Small Business Saturday—and to shop at small,
independent businesses other
days of the year, too.
Nicole Riley is Virginia State
Director of the National Federation of Independent Business,
the commonwealth’s leading
small-business
association.
She lives in Richmond.

YOUR LETTERS
Solution resolution
Our Congressional delegation
touts a belief in the example set
by our founding fathers. We
tend to forget that those learned
men were politicians also, all
with individual prejudices and
deeply held convictions as they
met in Philadephia in the Constitutional Convention.
The prospects of being able
to form a union of diverse and
seemingly unbendable goals
was for a time very dim. In an
act of determination, the assembled delegates locked the doors,
closed the windows and shutters,
in Independence Hall. Each
swore an oath of secrecy and set
about solving the problem.
After a lengthy time in a hot,

humid enclosure, the grand
compromise was hammered out
and adopted creating this constitutional republic.
It is time for our Congress
to follow this example. Go to
work and don’t come home until
a solution to this mess you created, is resolved.
Our Senators and Representatives must do the work. They
can no longer be distracted by
those trivial issues that don’t rise
to the level of national importance.
Now is the time for all to
come to the aid of their country.
Break the logjam, lead in a positive direction and the country
will follow.
Roy Cameron,
White Stone

5IBOL:PV
I would like to thank all the voters who came out
and voted on November 6, 2012. I give a special
thank you to district 4 voters who elected me as their
supervisor. I deeply appreciate the support I received
from the residents of the entire county. I promise to
always put Lancaster County ﬁrst in my decision
making.
8JMMJBN #JMMZ 3-FF
1BJEGPSCZ8JMMJBN-FF
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Recent blaze prompts
fire awareness message
KILMARNOCK—The American Red Cross,
River Counties Chapter’s dedicated Disaster
Action Team responded to a house ﬁre November 14 on Jessie duPont Highway near Kilmarnock.
The single-family home was destroyed displacing a family of ﬁve, said executive director
Julie Dudley. Assistance was provided for food,
clothing, shoes and lodging.
The American Red Cross responded to more
than 74,000 disasters in communities across the
U.S. last year; 93% were house ﬁres.
“With the colder weather coming upon us,
be prepared,” said Dudley. “Your home may be
full of hazards that you are not aware of. From
your kitchen stove, to a romantic candle, to festive holiday lights, common household items can
turn dangerous very quickly.”
She urges folks to learn how to install and
maintain smoke alarms, check batteries, plan and

practice ﬁre escape routes and to make sure emergency escape plans include the most vulnerable
members of the household: children and pets.
The Red Cross is committed to teaching people
skills they need to prevent home ﬁres and help
people recover after a ﬁre happens, said Dudley.
Visit redcross.org and be prepared.
At any time day or night, trained Red Cross
volunteers are activated to respond to the scene
of home ﬁres and provide food, shelter and emotional support to those affected. All Red Cross
disaster assistance is free to those in need because
of generous donations from communities.
To help neighbors recover locally and across
the country from disasters like home ﬁres, make
donations to River Counties Chapter, P.O. Box
1151, Kilmarnock VA 22482.
Training to support the community is continuous, she added. To become a volunteer, call Jane
Bishop at 435-7669.

U.S. budget dilemma to be addressed
LIVELY—Robert Shannon of
King William will speak on the
“Dilemma of the U. S. Budget”
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, November 27,
at the Upper Lancaster Volunteer
Fire Department ﬁrehouse at
5170 Mary Ball Road in Lively.
The meeting is sponsored by
the 99th District Tea party and is
open to the public.
Using ﬁgures from President
Barack Obama’s Budget for
Fiscal Year 2013, Shannon will
lay out in a concise and clear
In 1971, President Abraham Lincoln look-alike television actor Joseph Leisch Jr. and his wife of manner what the spending probBerryville visited Lively to judge the annual “Miss Ruritan Recreation Center” beauty contest. lems of the country are and what
From left are (front row) Little Miss Rec Center Laurie Ann Saunders and Miss Tiny Rec tough decisions must be made

Do You Remember?

Center Lisa Hinton; (next row) Mrs. Leisch, past queen Louise Jesse, Miss Ruritan Rec Center
Robin Reynolds, Miss Junior Rec Center Clara Dixon and Leisch. The actor had just starred in
NBC’s “They’ve Killed President Lincoln” and was preparing to begin ﬁlming “Surrender at
Appomattox,” said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?”
is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum. 0HOTO BY *EAN (ARPER

Reﬂections

by Congress and the president to
avoid going over the “Financial
Cliff,” reported communications
chairman Lyn Neira.
“Information for the public is
key, but it must be delivered in a
timely fashion, tied to the budget
cycles,” that soon come up also at
the county and state levels, said
Shannon.
He believes citizens need to
understand precisely why entitlements must be reformed, said
Neira. He will discuss facts from
a Heritage Foundation report that
details the increases in spending for each federal agency and

The Rappahannock Record ofﬁce will be
closed Thursday and Friday, November 22
and 23, for the Thanksgiving holiday.
The ofﬁce will return to regular hours
on Monday, November 26, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

department. Some of the increases
are staggering, particularly K-12
education funding, showing it
has been increased 134% from
2002—2012.
Shannon has given talks
throughout Central Virginia on
topics ranging from the College Tuition Rip-Off 101, the
Pigford Fraud Scandal and
Paul Ryan’s Medicare Reform
Proposals.

Rappahannock Record
Deadlines
Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.
Classiﬁed Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON
News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701

by Rev. John Farmer
I’m thankful
He touched me

Our society is moving
toward a neutral expression of
human kindness. We are such
a litigious generation that we
want to sue everybody else.
We demand our road rules,
express them with rage. We
defend our property, protect it
with fences. We are so quick
to express our anger that we
are losing our civility.
I really hadn’t thought
much about it, for I was so
busy being caught up in the
tide that I failed to swim
against it. In my early years
in the ministry I was privileged to be in places just
loaded with children. It was a
weekly assignment to give a
pat, place a hug, and usually
at the front door of the church.
Hand shakes bid adieu.
Behavioral scientists are
teaching about human touch
and what is appropriate and
what is not. I can add no
fodder to the debate. This I
know. Everyone I know in
the helping profession is getting nervous about human
contact. False charges are so
easily murmured. Some are
saying that any affectionate
expression should be left to
the parents at home.
Wait, some of the kids
who need hugging the most
have no parents at home. It
is entirely possible that whatever human expression our
children are exposed to may
even be less appropriate than
what a teacher, doctor, nurse,
counselor or minister might
offer. I have measured the
risk and wonder why we are
so frightened to express love.
Recently a colleague caught
me completely off guard. I
expected an extended hand,
a ﬁrm shake. He plowed past
my paw, wrapped his arms
around me and nearly hugged

the life out of me. Then he
said, “I was so afraid that
you were going to die and I
would never get the chance to
thank you, to express myself
to you…” Ponder what is
appropriate in your setting. Find a way to share the
love of Christ. Listen carefully: words are not enough
some days. There is a tender
story going around (author
unknown to me) which lifts
human touch to a higher
plane: Read along.
There once was a little
boy who wanted to meet
God. He knew it was a long
trip to where God lived, so
he packed his suitcase with
Twinkies and a six-pack of
root beer, and he started his
journey.
When he had gone about
three blocks, he met an old
man. He was sitting in the
park just staring at some
pigeons. The boy sat down
next to him and opened his
suitcase. He was about to
take a drink from his root
beer when he noticed that
the old man looked hungry
so he offered him a Twinkie.
He gratefully accepted it and
smiled at him. His smile was
so incredible that the boy
wanted to see it again, so he
offered him a root beer. Once
again, he smiled at him. The
boy was delighted!
They sat there all afternoon
eating and smiling, but they
never said a word. As it grew
dark, the boy realized how
tired he was and he got up
to leave, but before he had
gone more than a few steps;
he turned around, ran back to
the old man, and gave him a
hug. The old man gave him
his biggest smile ever.
When the boy opened the
door to his own house a short
time later; his mother was

surprised by the look of joy
on his face. She asked him,
“What did you do today that
made you so happy?”
He replied, “I had lunch
with God.” But before his
mother could respond, he
added, “You know what? He’s
got the most beautiful smile
I’ve ever seen!”
Meanwhile,
the
old
man, also radiant with joy,
returned to his home. His
son was stunned by the look
of peace on his face and he
asked, “Father, what did you
do today that made you so
happy?”
He replied, “I ate Twinkies
in the park with God.” But
before his son responded, he
added, “You know, he’s much
younger than I expected.”
Too often we underestimate
the power of a touch, a smile,
a kind word, a listening ear,
an honest compliment, or the
smallest act of caring, all of
which have the potential to
turn a life around.
People come into our lives
for a reason, a season, or a
lifetime.
I believe risky behavior is
when we feel that something
is right to do, and let the
world dictate to us what its
ever-changing standards are.
The love of Christ is unchanging. All about us things are
getting so impersonal. A
jolt of human kindness can
empower another to heights
yet unattained. Tenderness,
caring and compassion are
not lost arts are they?
Lots of the anger inherited
in our world will melt when
confronted with pure love.
Rev. John Farmer has been
the pastor at Irvington Baptist
Church since 1986.
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Share the love.
Refer a new checking customer.
You get $25. They get $25.

Register and share with friends and family at
bankatunion.com/sharethelove

Share the love &

FREE
Checking!

Refer us to your friends and if they open a checking account we’ll pay each of you
$25, once they make a direct deposit or complete ﬁve debit card purchases.
Share the love and the reward at Union First Market Bank.

Member

FDIC
OFFER VALID FOR NEW CUSTOMERS WHO OPEN A CHECKING ACCOUNT Referral Payment: Referral payment will be credited to
your checking account within 60 days of account opening and once terms of the offer have been met. The referral award value will be
reported to IRS as taxable income. This offer may be changed or withdrawn at any time. Public Funds are non-eligible for the referral
program. New Customer: You must present a referral number given to you by the person who referred you. $25 referral award will be
paid once you set up and post a direct deposit of $100 or more a month or use your debit card for ﬁve or more purchases of at least
$10 within 60 days of account opening. All accounts are subject to our normal approval process. Eligibility: Must be a new customer
of Union First Market Bank. Individuals or businesses that were owners of any Union First Market Bank checking account that closed
in the last six months are non-eligible. You must have a Union First Market Bank checking account in good standing at the time of
payment to receive the referral award. This offer cannot be combined with any other offer. Customers must reside in Virginia.

