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Kilmarnock
sets hearing
on proposed
changes to
town charter

Record to publish
‘thanks giving’
letters next week
KILMARNOCK—Thanksgiving is
a time to count one’s blessings, and a
good time to give thanks for friends,
neighbors or special groups who have
made a difference in one’s life.
In this spirit, the Rappahannock
Record will print, at no charge, “thankyou” letters from Lancaster and Northumberland residents and visitors in
its Thanksgiving issue November 21.
The letters should be brief (150
words or less) and to the point, and
include the letter writer’s name,
community of residence and phone
number. The phone number will not
be published.
If the Record receives more letters
than it can publish, a sampling of the
letters will be printed and others will
be available online at RRecord.com.
Email “thanks giving” letters to
editor@RRecord.com, fax them to
804-435-2632, or drop them off at the
Record ofﬁce at 27 North Main Street
in Kilmarnock.
The deadline for submitting letters
is noon Friday, November 16.

by Audrey Thomasson

Crowd chows down on roasted oysters
Volunteers (above) roast oysters over an open ﬁre to feed
some 1,200 people Saturday at the Reedville Fishermen’s
Museum’s 27th annual oyster roast fund raiser. Cowert’s
Seafood of Lottsburg supplied pre-storm oysters for the
event, sponsored in part by First Union Bank, KC’s Crabs and
Cues and Tommy’s Restaurant. Many of the 200 volunteers
were members of the Virginia Watermen’s Association.

Early deadlines
Because Thanksgiving falls on a
Thursday, the Record will appear on
7EDNESDAY .OVEMBER  AND DEADlines will be on Monday, November
19. The deadline for display ads is 10
a.m. and the deadline for classiﬁed
ads and news is noon.

Photos by Audrey Thomasson
Roxanne Smith (left) and Vicki Owen of Tappahannock
tasted their ﬁrst roasted oysters at the 27th annual Reedville
Fishermen’s Museum oyster roast.They enjoyed their ﬁll of
oysters, clams and soup, and vowed to return for next year.

Ofﬁce holiday
The Record ofﬁce will be closed
Thursday and Friday, November 22
and 23, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Alzheimer’s Association breaks ice with ‘Reason to Hope’ event
First in a series
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

B

y the time Frank McCarthy had
posed his ﬁnal question, all but
a handful of guests were standing
at a recent Northern Neck/Middle
0ENINSULA !LZHEIMERS !SSOCIATION
“Reason to Hope” breakfast.
“How many of you have a parent
OR SPOUSE WITH !LZHEIMERSv HE
asked. “How many with a friend
OR NEIGHBOR (OW MANY JUST KNOW
SOMEONE WITH !LZHEIMERSv
7ITH EACH QUESTION MORE AND
more of the guests stood in the
dining room at Indian Creek Yacht
and Country Club. At the end,
almost everyone in the room was
standing, making a strong statement
about how prevalent and far-reaching the disease is.
“For each person affected by

!LZHEIMERS THERE ARE AT LEAST THREE
others touched,” said McCarthy, a
..-0!! BOARD MEMBER
Demographically, Lancaster and
Northumberland are among the
oldest counties in the state with
one-third of the population over age
65, he said.
The sixth-leading cause of death
IN THE 53 !LZHEIMERS DISEASE
affects 130,000 people living in
Virginia, according to Greater Richmond Chapter chief executive ofﬁCER 3HERRY 0ETERSON
3HE COMPARED !LZHEIMERS TO A
train trip, where at the beginning the
surroundings and sites are familiar
BUT AS THE JOURNEY CONTINUES THINGS
become increasingly unfamiliar.
The places and faces are strange.
h4HIS IS A JOURNEY THAT  MILLION
!MERICANS ARE ON v SAID 0ETERSON
h7HILE YOU MAY MEET A SURVIVOR
of a heart attack or cancer, you will
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NEVER MEET A SURVIVOR OF !LZHEIMer’s,” she said.
The association, which held its
Reason to Hope breakfast as both a
fundraiser and an awareness event,
helps to educate family members
and professional caregivers and
offer caregivers respite.
Don Talbott, who serves on the
advisory council, was diagnosed
WITH !LZHEIMERS AT AGE  .OW 
he started having more and more
memory issues at work and thought
it was stress, he said. Then one day,
he got lost going to work on a drive
he had taken hundreds of times.
“I was at ﬁrst relieved,” he said
when the doctor gave him the diagnosis. “I thought it was a memory
thing but then I started reading
ABOUT IT AND REALIZED ) WAS GOING TO
die.”
Talbott said it is a blessing he still
has the ability to communicate his
ideas ﬂuently.
“I believe God gave me this tool
to speak,” said Talbott. It’s a gift
“God gave me to make people aware
THAT THIS IS NOT JUST AN OLD PEOPLE
disease.”
Talbott told guests that, as a boy,
he remembers asking his grandfather the origin of names, to which
his grandfather explained: One
name you are born with, another is
given to you by your parents, and
the third name is the name you make
for yourself.
“I want my third name to be survivor,” said Talbott. “I don’t want to
die. I don’t want to be a story at a
fundraiser.”
4HE !LZHEIMERS BREAKFAST LASTED
only an hour. Guests, many of
them businessmen and women in
Lancaster and Northumberland
counties, headed to their ofﬁces at
its conclusion. But the world didn’t
stop during breakfast, explained
McCarthy. During that hour 39
people were diagnosed with
!LZHEIMERS
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Frank McCarthy

KILMARNOCK—At
Monday’s
town council meeting, residents will
have the opportunity to comment on
whether the town charter should continue to include several obsolete provisions such as those regulating the storage of gunpowder.
Council meets at 7 p.m. in the town
hall.
Council is proposing updates to the
Kilmarnock Town Charter to reﬂect
changes in Virginia law, conform to
current standards and clarify provisions, according to assistant town
manager Susan Cockrell.
“As long as I have been town attorney
I’ve advocated for bringing the charter
up to date in the real world,” said Chris
Stamm, council’s legal advisor.
Stamm said the revisions are all
“tried and true” because they were borrowed from the charters of other towns
to ensure they meet the legal requirements of the state.
Some items targeted for removal
include town authority to:
s 7EIGH OR MEASURE OIL COAL OR OTHER
articles for sale and regulate transportation of such materials.
s 0ROVIDE A PRISON AND WORKHOUSE
and employ physicians, nurses, servants and manager to regulate and discipline.
s 2ESTRAIN AND PUNISH DRUNKARDS
vagrants and street beggars...suppress
houses of ill fame and gambling...
and expel people who engage in such
behavior from living in town.
s 2EGULATE THE SALE OF KEROSENE OIL
nitroglycerine, camphene, burning
ﬂuid and other combustible materials.
The most substantive change proposed is a clariﬁcation of duties involving the positions of mayor and town
manager.
According to Cockrell, the position
of town manager was added to the
charter about 15 years ago, although
the town had hired a town manager
some ﬁve years earlier. During the
process of converting to a town council/town manager form of government,
mayoral duties were duplicated rather
than transferred to the town manager
in the charter. At that time, council
handled the changes by resolution.
“In the 1990s council passed a resolution that spelled out the roles of the
town manager and mayor. The changes
will incorporate those provisions into
the charter,” said Cockrell. “This
is a process that the administration
and ﬁnance committee initiated and
embarked on beginning in August with
the help of legal council. The commitTEE CONSISTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 7ILliam Smith, Shawn Donahue, Rebecca
Nunn and Howard Straughan with
input from Mayor Raymond Booth. It
was discussed at the October council
meeting in preparation for a public
hearing.”
Once approved, the charter will
go before the General Assembly for
approval.
A copy of the town charter, with
changes highlighted, may be viewed at
the town hall or at kilmarnockva.com.

ѮF1FSGFDU(Jѫ
Don Talbott
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Aqua Virginia officials say
D there’s plenty of safe water
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IRVINGTON—Aqua Virginia
ofﬁcials declared last Thursday that there is plenty of water
coming from the area’s aquifer,
and it is safe to drink. The statement came in a public forum
with area residents and town
council members from Irvington
AND 7HITE 3TONE
Some residents argued Aqua
has a monopoly and is supplying
water with high levels of sodium
and ﬂuoride that are unhealthy
and dangerous to the public. The
utility should take measures to
rectify the problems, they said.
Others defended the utility
and thanked them for trying to
hold down costs.
h7E DO CONTINUALLY INVEST IN
the systems,” said Aqua Virginia
PRESIDENT 3HANNON "ECKER h7E
don’t want them to fail.”
Becker said the company
has invested $1.7 million in the
)RVINGTON AND 7HITE 3TONE SYStems in the past ﬁve years, most
recently replacing 2,000 feet of
pipeline.
“It does make the water a little
turned up,” he replied to complaints about dirty water. “If you
have a concern about water quality, please call us ﬁrst. Every call
IS RECORDED AND DOCUMENTED 7E
don’t ignore the calls. But based
on the number of calls we’ve
received (from this area) this is
the best system we have.”
“It’s absolutely critical that
we keep things in working
order and keep investing in
systems,” said Aqua’s director
of corporate development and
ENGINEERING #LIFTON 0ARKER
“The ﬁve-year capital plan
IS NEVER GOING TO STOP 7ERE
going to keep reinvesting.”
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Smelly water

David Headley of Irvington
complained about a sulfur smell
in water left standing for several
days.
Bad tasting and smelly water
from taps could be a sign of
problems in homeowners’ systems and not necessarily from
THE WELL SAID 0ARKER
“It’s not in the water—it’s in
the hot water heater, ice maker,
or pipes in your house,” he said.
“Sulﬁdes can get a foothold in
the hot water heater.”
4O REDUCE THE PROBLEM 0ARKER
suggested turning up the temperature on the hot water tank to 140
degrees, ﬂushing out the pipes
by running hot water for 10 to
15 minutes, or having a plumber
pump chlorine into pipes, let it sit
for an hour and then ﬂush it out.
h7E KNOW WE HAVE CHLORINE
in the water—we know it is safe.
But if you know for sure it’s
not in your house, call us,” said
0ARKER

Salty water
In response to questions about
high levels of sodium and ﬂuoRIDE "ECKER AND 0ARKER SAID AS
a utility, the company is highly
regulated both in terms of water
QUALITY TESTING AND PRICING h7E
operate well within what is
allowable,” said Becker.
Every three months, the company tests water samples from
six locations within a several
block radius, said Aqua’s area
manager Luther Ghorley. Also,
monthly test samples are sent
away for certiﬁcation at a regulated laboratory.
Irvington resident Dr. Lee
7ILLIAMS SAID HE TOOK TWO WATER
samples to a Baltimore lab for
testing and the results showed

the sodium content was 8 to 10
times higher than recommended
for people with kidney disease or
heart problems.
“Studies show too much salt
is unhealthy. It increases blood
pressure and leads to heart disease,” he said. The effect on the
brain is loss of cognition for
inactive people, he added.
“Sodium is in the aquifer,”
SAID 0ARKER h7E OWN HUNDREDS
of systems so we are constantly
testing and replacing some wells.
7E HAVE A GREAT KNOWLEDGE ABOUT
the water.”
From Irvington to Foxwells,
the sodium content rises, he said.
h7E DID A MASSIVE STUDY 7E
have a number of wells that have
very low ﬂouride in this area.”
Because only 1% of water
in the home is used for drinkING 0ARKER SUGGESTED RESIDENTS
concerned about sodium levels
should invest in a reverse osmosis (R.O.) system. “It takes out
everything—you have naked
water,” he said.
7ITH THE COST OF A HOME 2/
system as much as $800, IrvingTON COUNCILMAN $R 2OBERT 7ESTbrook asked if the company could
use its buying power to purchase
up to 75 home systems and pass
the savings on to residents who
want to purchase one.
Becker said he was open to the
idea.
However, Becker balked at the
idea of installing an R.O. system
for the town’s entire water system,
as suggested by Irvington counCILMAN 7AYNE .UNNALLY "ECKER
said the cost would be extremely
high and inefﬁcient, since only
1% of water is used for drinking.
Nunnally said Aqua holds a
monopoly on the area and sup-

Northumberland reassessment moves forward
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HEATHSVILLE—After the
dismissal of one appraisal ﬁrm
and the hiring of another, Northumberland County is ﬁnally
seeing some progress in its reassessment.
0EARSONS !PPRAISAL 3ERVICES
staff currently are verifying data
IN .ORTHUMBERLAND &RED 0EARSON
said he has reviewed everything
that has been sold through June
2012. He said he hopes to review
everything sold in 2012 by the
end of the year and use those
sales to set values. The reassessment will not go into effect until
January 1, 2014.
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0EARSON SAID HIS STAFF IS REQUIRED
to average at least 1,500 parcels
a month and they are averaging
1,900 a month.
“You’re not far off. You are
HIGH v SAID 0EARSON IN REGARDS
to 2011 sales ﬁgures compared
to 2010 ﬁgures. “On waterfront
sales you had three in 2012. You
had 16 in 2011. Keep in mind
THATS JUST THE lRST SIX MONTHS IN
2012. It shows you’re at about
104% of market and in 2011 you
were at 102% of market.”
0EARSON SAID HIS lRM USES FAIR
market sales and not foreclosure
sales.
He also said waterfront values
will likely come down while
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farmland prices will need to go
up, although they may not serve
as a big revenue generator due to
land use value. He said the county
should see a big increase in subdivisions that now have sewer
systems and more buildable land.
“You’ve got a wide variety of
sales, but we’re going to try to get
somewhere right in the middle,”
SAID 0EARSONh9OURE HOLDING UP
pretty good compared to other
counties.”
In other ﬁnancial matters,
the board had questions about
the cost of maintenance at the
schools. Assistant superintendent
OF SCHOOLS $ALE 7ITTLER REQUESTED
a special appropriation for a reimbursement of $22,742 from Honeywell. After a motion by supervisor Joe Self and a second from
Jim Long the board approved the
request in a 5-0 vote. Then the
questions followed.
Supervisor Tommy Tomlin
inquired about the nature of the
(ONEYWELL CONTRACT 7ITTLER SAID
it is a quarterly contract for the
maintenance of the schools’ heating and air conditioning systems
costing $90,000 quarterly, or
$360,000 annually.
Vice chairman Richard Haynie
asked, “Don’t you have employEES THAT DO MAINTENANCEv
“I know the cost of one
employee to do the work would
cost a lot less than $90,000,” said
Tomlin.
The supervisors granted the
Northumberland YMCA six
months’ due diligence to complete a feasibility evaluation of
the old Northumberland High
School in Heathsville.
“They have several ideas about
what they’re trying to do with the
property, but of course they’re
going to need some income to
renovate what’s there or build
new. I guess they’re going to need
to look at some ﬁnancial numbers,” said county administrator
Kenny Eades.
Self made the motion, seconded by Long and adopted by a
5-0 vote.
Following a closed session,
supervisors voted to begin
negotiations with Radio Communications for upgrades to the
county’s radio system. The board
ALSO AUTHORIZED %ADES TO BEGIN
requesting proposals for architectural services to build a new sheriff’s department building.

plies water with high levels of
ﬂuoride that discolor teeth.
“How are you going to treat
the water if levels exceed allowABLE STANDARDSv HE ASKED
“Using activated aluminum
OR 2/ TO REMOVE IT v 0ARKER
REPLIED h7E WOULD 2/ ENOUGH
of the water to bring it down to a
lower level.” However, he noted
the costs would be substantial
and would have to be passed on
to customers.
Irvington councilman Ed
Sulick asked Becker to do a
cost-beneﬁt analysis on installing R.O. system-wide versus inhome systems.

Sufﬁcient water
The Rev. John Farmer said
the aquifer is drying up and suggested they convert sea water to
DRINKING WATER h7ILL MY CHILDRENS CHILDREN HAVE WATERv HE
asked.
h7ELLS IN THIS AREA ARE IN GREAT
SHAPE v SAID 0ARKER h4HIS PART OF
the formation has a good supply
of water and it’s on DEQ’s radar
screen. Removing salt out of sea
water is a huge cost.”
“I want to thank you for
coming here to meet with us”
said Mike Merrill of Irvington.
“I have high blood pressure and

I drink the water, but I want you
to run as lean as you can run.
I don’t want to R.O. ﬁlter my
lawn...I don’t want to ﬁlter water
for someone who has two weeks
left in hospice. I want you to keep
my rates low.”
.ANCY 3AUNDERS OF 7HITE
Stone also thanked the ofﬁcials
for answering their questions.

Safe water
0AULINE 3ULICK ASKED IF THE
water is safe to drink.
“Absolutely,” said Becker.
h7E DONT HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT
the level of sodium and ﬂuoride,”
SAID 0ARKER (OWEVER HE NOTED IT
may be a concern for people with
speciﬁc health issues.
7HITE 3TONE MAYOR "( (UBbard discussed a new well in Foxwells that doesn’t offer “a hookup for the ﬁre department” and
other other ﬁre-related issues. He
thanked the company for using
local help for upgrades in area
facilities.
Becker uged customers to sign
up for automated alerts about service disruptions and water quality
issues. By calling 877-987-2782,
or going online to aquaamerica.
com, customers can register to be
notiﬁed by phone, email or text
message.

River Lanes and Grill is
going Bottomless
Fridays 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., Saturdays 1 p.m. - 5
p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Boneless All You Can Eat
Wings for $8.00
Coming Soon- Our exciting Fall Menu.
Book Your Holiday Events Now!
Free Wifi • riverlanesandgrille.com
16 Town Centre Dr., Kilmarnock • 804-436-9221
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Northumberland Red Cross
operated hurricane shelter
HEATHSVILLE—In preparation for Hurricane Sandy, the
Northumberland Red Cross
Chapter opened a shelter at the
high school at 5 p.m. October
27.
About 21 community members stayed at the shelter that
night, said publicity chairman
Joan Kroll. During Sunday and
Monday, the number of shelter
residents rose to 132 with 32
volunteers assisting in various
shifts. Ten Social Services workers and many school staff members worked the shelter during
the 3 1/2 days it was open.
Assistance was received from
Masonic lodges and the Lions
Club, said Kroll. The Reedville rescue squad provided
additional cots and high school

students helped with setting up
shelter supplies and gathering
and storing supplies when the
shelter had closed.
“Thanks to all community
members who helped operate
the shelter,” she said.
The chapter welcomes donations to replenish the shelter
supplies used so that it is ready
for any future disasters, said
Kroll.
Donations may be sent to
Northumberland Red Cross,
P.O. Box 103, Heathsville, VA
22473, with “Disaster Relief ”
in the memo part of the check.
Donations also may be made to
the overall relief effort by texting REDCROSS to 90999 to
give $10 to American Red Cross
Disaster Relief.

YOU
ASKED
FOR IT!

WE’VE
GOT
IT!!!

7-NIGHT
BERMUDA CRUISE
July 26–August 2, 2013
Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas
Round trip from Baltimore
Motorcoach service included from Kilmarnock

Lee takes oath of ofﬁce

PRICES START AT $1,400 PER PERSON

From left, Lancaster County deputy clerk of circuit court
Latunya Lee swears in her father-in-law, William R. “Billy”
Lee. In a special election November 6, he was elected to serve
District 4 on the Lancaster County Board of Supervisors. As
the only candidate on the ballot, he received more than 98%
of the votes cast in the District 4 election.The special election
was held to ﬁll the unexpired term of the late Dr. Jack Russell.
Lee previously was appointed to the interim term.

Adventure
Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200

1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

SHERIFF’S REPORT
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this
week reported charges against
17 individuals.

Felonies
Keaton D. Sutton, 27, of
Weems was charged November 5 with felony distribution
of marijuana, possession of a
ﬁrearm while in possession of
narcotics, and manufacture/
sale/possession of a controlled
substance.
Jill L. Brooks, 41, of Saluda
was charged November 5 with
unauthorized use of a vehicle
(felony).
Andrew W. Wiley Jr., 53, of
the 3200 block of Irvington
Road was charged November
11 with felony domestic assault
and battery.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville area man, 28,
was charged November 5 with
contempt of court.
A Lancaster man, 29, was
charged November 5 with contempt of court.
A Farnham man, 18, was
charged November 5 with disorderly conduct and destruction of property related to a
ﬁght at the Upper Lancaster
Ruritan Center.
A Topping man, 54, was
charged November 5 with
public drunkenness.
A Buzzards Neck Road man,
18, and a Kathy Drive man,
21, were charged November
6 with disorderly conduct and
destruction of property related
to a ﬁght at the Upper Lancaster Ruritan Center.
A Gloucester man, 35, was
charged November 9 with
assault and battery.
A River Road man, 20, was
charged November 10 with
failure to appear in Richmond
County and Lancaster County
courts.
A man, 37, and a woman,
24, both of the 4200 block of
Morattico Road, were charged
November 10 with domestic
assault and battery.
A Warsaw man, 38, was
charged November 11 with
public drunkenness.
An Akins Lane man, 30, was
charged November 11 with two
counts of bad checks.
A Lancaster Creek Drive
man, 21, was charged November 11 with disorderly conduct
and destruction of property
related to a ﬁght at the Upper
Lancaster Ruritan Center.
A Highland Springs man,
33, was charged November 11
with failure to appear in court.

Activity report

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster by the Bay Chamber
of Commerce will sponsor an "After Hours" Workshop at
5:30 p.m. Thursday, November 15, at the Rappahannock
Community College Kilmarnock Center.
The theme of the free workshop will be "Crime Prevention for Businesses and Residents," said chamber
executive director Edie Jett. The workshop is open to the
public.
Topics of discussion will include:
s 7HAT TO DO DURING A ROBBERY
s (OW TO REDUCE THE ODDS OF A ROBBERY
s 2ECOGNIZING SHOPLIFTERS
s )DENTIFYING FRAUD AND FORGERY
s 3ECURITY FOR BUSINESSES
The workshop will be presented by the Lancaster
County Sheriff's ofﬁce, said Jett. A question and answer
session will follow the discussion topics.
To register, call Jett at 435-6092.
an annoying telephone calls
complaint from a North Main
Street business, responded to a
trespass complaint in the 4200
block of Morattico Road, to a
trafﬁc complaint in the Kilmarnock/Weems area, to an
E911 disconnect call on Beach
Cove Drive (telephone line
problems) and to a ﬁght call
on Twin Branch Road.
November 9:
Staff
responded to Bridges at RGH
to assist with a disorderly
mental patient, with KPD
to an assault call at Charter
House on South Main Street,
to the 8600 block of Mary Ball
Road on a citizen’s report of
a 7-year-old locked out of the
home (child was supposed to
take the school bus to another
location as arranged by parents
as they would not be home
when the child arrived), to a
juvenile behavioral complaint
in the 10600 block of Mary
Ball Road, and to the 9800
block of Jesse duPont Highway
on a complaint of a suspicious
item (no criminal incident
involved). Staff checked on
the well-being of an overdue
motorist (subject located with
friends/family in the Richmond area).
November 10:
Staff
checked on the well-being of
two Keep Safe program participants after prearranged
telephone contact could not be
made (no emergency services
needed), responded to a shots
ﬁred complaint in the area of
Sullavans Road and Corrotoman Drive, to a domestic disturbance on White Hall Road,
to a single-vehicle trafﬁc acci-

dent on White Pine Drive, to
a domestic disturbance on
Washington Street, to a suspicious vehicle complaint in the
6000 block of Mary Ball Road,
and to a domestic disturbance
in the 4200 block of Morattico
Road. Staff received a walk-in
complaint of a prowler in the
Regina Road area, received
a noise violation complaint
in the area of Cottage Lane
(call cancelled by complainant) and notiﬁed the Virginia
Department of Transportation
of a downed tree blocking the
roadway in the 2800 block of
Crawfords Corner Road.
November 11:
Staff
responded to a drunk and disorderly conduct complaint on
Richtown Road, to a public
drunkenness complaint on
Old Salem Road, to a domestic assault in the 3200 block of
Irvington Road, to a noise violation complaint in the area of
Waterview Road (target shooting), to a domestic disturbance
in the 800 block of Nuttsville
Road and received a larceny
report from a Lovers Lane resident ($2,350 loss).
November 12: Staff
checked on the well-being of
a James Lane resident at the
request of a concerned citizen (no emergency services
needed), responded with
Emergency Medical Services
to a reported intentional drug
overdose on White Hall Road,
checked on the well-being
of a Beach Road resident at
the request of a concerned
citizen (no emergency services needed) and the school
resource ofﬁcer reported

Steamboat Framing
has relocated to

20 Winstead Drive
Irvington
804-438-5318
Reopening Thursday, Nov. 15 at 10:00 a.m.
Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 10:00 - 5:00
We will be closed the week of Dec. 3
es
Tid n
In

King Carter

Winstead Drive

Steamboat
Framing

Parking

Drive

November 6: Staff checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant after
prearranged telephone contact could not be made (no
emergency services needed),
received a hit-and-run report
from the 8400 block of Mary
Ball Road, and received multiple calls from parents concerned about a school bus that
was running behind schedule.
Staff responded with the Kilmarnock Police Department
(KPD) to Lancaster Middle
School on a complaint of a student assaulting staff members,
to a juvenile behavioral complaint on Washington Street
(juvenile intake ofﬁcer was
notiﬁed) and to an annoying
telephone call/texting complaint from an Ottoman area
resident.
November 7: No reportable calls for service.
November 8: Staff received

Chamber will sponsor free
crime prevention workshop

annoying/harassing telephone
calls being made by a student.
November 13:
Staff
checked on the well-being
of a Shady Lane resident at
the request of an out-of-town
family member (no emergency
services needed).
Staff also conducted 11
trafﬁc stops, issued four summonses, assisted 13 motorists,
reported six deer strikes, handled six calls for trafﬁc control, investigated three building
alarms and logged two inmate
transports.

Join us for
Lunch & Dinner - Monday - Saturday
Reservations accepted

Saturday Brunch
8 a.m - 2 p.m.

Retail Wine Nite
Tuesdays
Hi, I’m Bentley!

New England Maine Lobster
Wednesdays

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a ﬁre alarm on Forest Lane
and a brush ﬁre on Chownings
Ferry Road.

Prime Rib Au Jus
Thursdays

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
   s www.bentleysgrille.com

The
Perfect Touch
Announcing Winter Hours
Tues.-Sat. Ľļ - ŀ
or by appointment

From Nov. ľĿ through March Ľ
Rt. ľ, Lively, VA.
ŃĻĿ-ĿŁĽ-ŁĽŁĻ
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Northumberland school
officials review test
scores; adopt text books
by Shannon Rice

Flu shots on the go
Catherine Bennett receives a free ﬂu shot from Celia Collier,
R.N., during Saturday’s drive-through clinic at Lancaster
Middle School. Some 68 residents lined up in their vehicles
and rolled up their sleeves. The drill, involving the Lancaster
County Department of Emergency Services, Three Rivers
Health District, nurses from the Virginia Reserve Corps,
Lancaster Sheriff ’s Ofﬁce and Kilmarnock police, was used to
test the county’s emergency response for a mass inoculation
of citizens. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

What Is It About Elevators?
AND WHERE ARE ALL THE ATTRACTIVE,
INTELLIGENT, EDUCATED, DARING,
UNMARRIED WOMEN, 40s AND 50s
IN THE NORTHERN NECK?
YOUTHFUL, ENERGETIC, ARTISTIC MALE
IN MID-60s WANTS TO KNOW!
blueriverdream1@yahoo.com

LOTTSBURG—According
to recent SOL test results, Northumberland public schools met
ALL !NNUAL -EASURABLE /BJECtives (AMO) except for the federal graduation indicator, which
is the percentage of students
who graduate with a standard or
advanced studies diploma.
During the November 12
school board meeting, director
OF TESTING )RA 0ACKETT PROVIDED A
brief overview of Northumberland’s SOL scores and graduation rates.
Unlike the former school
evaluation system, known as
!DEQUATE9EARLY 0ROGRESS !90
school divisions can meet AMO
target rates using a 3-year average
rather than a year-by-year percentage. For example, only 81%
of Northumberland Elementary
School students achieved a passing score on reading SOLs, fallING JUST SHORT OF THE FEDERAL TARGET
of 85%. However, the division
was able to meet AMO due to a
3-year average of pass rates.
Issues of concern addressed
during the meeting included low
percentage pass rates on math
SOLs and lower AMO target
rates for black students.
Regarding math pass rates,
superintendent Rebecca Gates
noted the format of the tests were
changed to include a lot of technology items. She said scores
across the state dropped signiﬁcantly.
“Looking at our scores compared to other school systems,
because our math specialist went
to meetings and came back to
explain to other teachers what
was coming, our scores held up
better than most systems did,”
said Gates.
School board member Dick
Saxer noted complaints have
been lodged regarding the discriminatory nature of considerably lower target rates for black
students compared to others, but
he said the state isn’t budging on
the issue.
Despite lower pass rates on
MATH SUBJECT TESTS THE ON TIME
graduation of students increased.
“I attribute that to putting in
every intervention possible to
help a student graduate; retakes
on tests and recovery courses that
people can take,” said Gates.

SUBSCRIBE s 435-1701
RRecord.com

Despite little input from
the public, the board voted to
adopt a language arts textbook
series for kindergarten through
ﬁfth-grade students. The cost
of the series, which includes
textbooks, teacher editions, literacy guides, and whiteboard
lesson plans, is approximately
$65,000.
Only one person from the
public visited the school board
ofﬁce to review the materials
and ﬁll out an evaluation form,
said Gates. Teachers were very
involved in reviewing the textbook series, she added. A committee comprised of teachers,
reading specialists and English
Language Learners evaluated
eight different options and ultimately recommended the Journeys textbook series.
Elementary school reading
SPECIALIST 3TEPHANIE 7ITHERS
cited the series’ word study component, comprehensive language
literacy guide and its correlation
to Virginia SOLs as factors in the
committee’s recommendation.
She said the series would serve
students for eight to ten years.
District 3 supervisor Jim Long
noted the schools need to cover
all avenues, including churches
and the radio, when sharing
information and seeking community participation in textbook
reviews.
Saxer made the motion to
approve the series, which was
seconded by Dean Sumner and
carried in a 5-0 vote.
The board also adopted a
sequestration resolution recommended by The Virginia School
Board Association regarding federally proposed tax cuts.
h7ERE TRYING TO SEND A STRONG
MESSAGE TO 7ASHINGTON THAT WE
really want them to take a look,
carefully, at what will happen if
these tax cuts go into effect January 1. Virginia’s one of the three
states in the country that will be
affected the most by possibly
LOSING   JOBS BECAUSE OF
military cuts if this is not taken
care of,” said Gates.
If the tax cuts go through, the
division will lose $61,528 from
the federal government next year,
said Saxer.
He made the motion to approve
the resolution. It was seconded
BY -YRTLE 0HILLIPS AND APPROVED
in a 5-0 vote.

Pet shelter availability
during storm is clarified
Designed to suit your needs

(804) 758-8887
Serving
Middle Peninsula
and
Northern Neck

20% off

Courtesy In-Home Consultations

Draperies
Cornices
Valances
Shades
Blinds
Shutters

Free Installation

Horn Harbor
House Restaurant
Last weekend until
March 22, 2013
&RIDAY .OVEMBER  s  PM
3ATURDAY .OVEMBER  s  PM
3UNDAY .OVEMBER  s  PM

Thanks for a great year and we
wish everyone a happy & healthy
holiday season!
  
836 Horn Harbor Rd, Burgess
On the Great Wicomico River

HORSEHEAD—Northumberland County Animal
Shelter and Northern Neck
Humane Society officials
this week responded to statements in an advertisement
published November 8.
“In our ad, a statement was
MADE THAT THE 0ET "" IN
Heathsville would take animals at no charge for people
that were evacuated to Northumberland High School for
Hurricane Sandy, as the shelter was not allowing animals.
The Northern Neck Humane
Society (NNHS) would like
to clarify that the Northumberland County Animal Shelter was open and receiving
animals during Hurricane
Sandy, and that Northumberland High School was
not allowing animals to be
brought in with the evacuees,” said NNHS president
Tom Kimmitt.
h7E APOLOGIZE FOR ANY CONfusion this may have caused,”
said Kimmitt.
Animal shelter volunteer
AND SUPERVISOR &RAN 7ARREN
confirmed the Northumberland County Animal Shelter
was prepared to take in animals for those displaced by
the hurricane. Statements
implying otherwise were
“totally and absolutely false,”
she said.
A staff member who lives
in the Ditchley area made
arrangements to stay with
friends closer to the shelter
should services be needed,
SAID 7ARREN WHO ALSO WAS
available around the clock.
The sheriff ’s office and the
county administrator were
well aware of the animal
shelter’s readiness to accommodate pets for the duration

CUSTOM YACHT
SERVICE

◆

This winter…
Let us be your pride and joy’s home
away from home
Conveniently located on the Eastern
Branch of Carters Creek
Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage
50-ton travel lift and
9 feet at mean low water

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington
(804) 438-5563
A Full Service Boatyard

Nov. 15, 16 & 17

10% to 20% oﬀ

of the storm, she said. The
county’s calls informing residents to evacuate included
information regarding the
animal shelter.
7ARREN NOTED SHE RECEIVED
two inquiries from evacuees
but other arrangements were
made for their pets.

Open Lanes Nightly

New Fall Hours

Monday and Tuesday 5pm-10pm
Wednesday and Thursday 11am-10pm
Friday 11am-midnight
Thursday Features
Saturday 10am-midnight
Family Fun Starlight Bowling 5pm-7pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

With pizza specials

Weekend Features
Starlight Bowling Saturdays 6pm- 8pm
Midnight Madness Fridays 10pm-midnight & Saturdays 8pm-midnight

Book Your Holiday Events Now!
'SFF8J'Jt5PXO$FOUSF%S ,JMNBSOPDLtSJWFSMBOFTBOEHSJMMFDPN
'PMMPXVTPO'BDFCPPL5XJUUFS
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Parents grill school board
on programs and policies
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—During
a three-hour marathon session
of presentations on new school
programs, something that has
become standard practice for
Lancaster school board meetings, school ofﬁcials came under
ﬁre by parents for continually
introducing poorly planned programs that fail students.
Parent C. D. Hathaway said
during the ﬁve years he’s regularly attended school board
meetings, the schools have continually initiated new programs
without clearly identifying and
meeting the needs of special
groups of students such as the
gifted, those with disabilities or
needing special education, and
athletes.
“The problems are the same
no matter who you are—white,
black, gifted. The bigger problem we’ve got after we’ve identiﬁed them is implementing a
plan to ﬁx the problem....that’s
the disconnect. It’s not having
a plan, but then implementing
and then not evaluating to see if
whatever you did helped. There
is never a follow-up,” he said.
For example, he said the
school gets the results of Standards of Learning tests the
Friday before low-testing students must begin classes in the
June extended session. When
the session ends, there is no
evaluation to determine if kids
learned anything before they are
pushed on to the next grade, said
Hathaway.
“We’ve got to ﬁnd a way
to evaluate where we are,” he
said. “We don’t even track them
against other school systems to
see what we’ve done. I don’t
know what’s happened in the
last six years. It’s gone absolutely down the tubes. We’ve got
to ﬁgure out what happened.”
His comments drew no
response from board members, but several other parents

agreed.
Kenya Moody said she represented many parents who want
to know why Lancaster sets
higher educational standards
on athletes than those required
by the Virginia High School
League. She said league standards require athletes to have a
minimum of ﬁve passing grades
while Lancaster requires seven.
Moody, a scientist in stem
cell research, stressed that she is
not devaluing the importance of
education, but wanted to point
out some children may not have
the capacity to do well in certain
areas like Spanish or chemistry
and are therefore denied the
ability to compete in an area
they can excel in, like sports.
“Education is important.
However, everyone is not
equally smart to get where they
want to go,” she said. “...We
should try to save all kids. We
feel that schools aren’t ﬁghting
for all students.”
Andre White, a parent of
school athletes, said his daughter is at Georgetown University
on an athletic scholarship and
not based on her Lancaster education, but on special training
she received in Newport News.
High school baseball coach
Welby Saunders said under the
school policy, if a student has
a failing grade, he is removed
from competition but can continue to practice with the team
while being tutored and improving grades.
While Moody had claimed it
is a racial issue, Saunders said,
“I’ve had the problem in both
white and black kids. But we’ve
never lost one.”
District 3 member Don
McCann said the board would
review and reconsider the
policy.
Defending the long-standing
policy, District 1 member Bob
Smart said, “Lancaster schools
are an educational facility. We’re
here ﬁrst to turn students into

responsible citizens. Second,
give them an education and third
is sports.”
Laura Carter said her son was
expelled because the school
didn’t want to deal with him
when his problem stemmed from
learning disabilities.
“No one notiﬁed me he could
be tested for learning disabilities. They’d rather throw him
out,” Carter said.
Teacher Lisa Barton said
budget cuts resulted in a loss of
one teacher at each grade level
and resulted in larger class sizes
at the primary school. She asked
the board to consider the effects
on education when starting next
year’s budget process.
Superintendent Dr. Daniel
Lukich reminded the board that
the schools “lost” approximately
$1 million in budget cuts last
year. With a new budget season
beginning next month, he suggested teachers and parents let
supervisors know the effects of
the loss since they determine the
ﬁnal budget.
While the ﬁscal year 2012-13
school budget is down some
$800,000 from what the school
board proposed, it is just $28,291
less than the prior year’s budget.
During last year’s budgeting
process, supervisors requested
that Lukich take cuts from the
administration side since the top
16 positions account for some
$1 million of the $15 million
budget. However, most reductions came by not ﬁlling positions vacated by teachers.

Students lead patriotic celebration
In their patriotic red, white and blue shirts, Lancaster Middle School fourth-graders sing the
U.S.Army song during the school’s annual Veterans Day program last Friday.The fourth-graders
sang all of the military branch songs and students presented mathematical histories of all the
wars, along with poems and letters written by soldiers. There also were solos by seventh- and
eighth-graders and a song by selected ﬁfth-graders. 0HOTO BY ,ISA (INTON 6ALDRIGHI

Lancaster High band
takes Mayor’s Award
URBANNA—The Lancaster High School Red Devils Marching
band won the Mayor’s Award in the 2012 Urbanna Oyster Festival
Parade November 3.
The Northumberland High School Band took ﬁrst place in the band
category and Washington and Lee High school placed second.
Several other awards were presented. The Williamsburg Musick
Fife and Drum unit claimed the Grand Marshal’s Award.
The parade was sponsored by the Virginia Lottery.
On November 2, several local ﬁre and rescue squad units from the
Northern Neck were among the prize winners in the 2012 Urbanna
Oyster Festival Fireman’s Parade.
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department placed second in the
1,250 gallon and over pump category. Callao VFD was third.
Upper Lancaster VFD placed ﬁrst in tankers. White Stone was
third.
Fairﬁeld VFD #50 placed second in specialty units. Fairﬁeld VFD
also won Best Fire Department overall.
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad placed ﬁrst in rescue
squads.

NEWS
BREAK
N Public comment is
due Friday on menaden
harvest restrictions
The deadline to comment
on the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission’s proposed harvest restrictions is
5 p.m. November 16. For a
copy of the plan, visit asmfc.
org.
Send comments to Mike
Waine by email to mwaine@
asmfc.org, or comments@
asmfc.org, or by fax to
703-842-0741; or sign a form
letter at the Saving Menhaden Fisheries website at
letter.savingmenhaden.org.

We Take
Quality

Consignment!
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207
We have the trafﬁc to
sell your items, quickly!
antiquesteve@msn.com

Still selling

SWEET POTATOES!
Fridays & Saturdays, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Until Thanksgiving
Other times by appt., give us a call!
(804) 776-7554 • merryvalefarm@verizon.net
15873 General Puller Highway
Deltaville, Va.

The Irvington Turkey Trot
2 Mile And 5 Mile Run Fund Raiser
Thanksgiving Thursday November 22

Join us for

our 2nd annual
traditional
Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, November 22
Hi, I’m Bentley!

12 p.m - 4 p.m.
Reservations accepted

572 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va 22578
   s www.bentleysgrille.com
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Consider starting your Thanksgiving holiday with a walk or run. The 2-mile event starts in front of the
Irvington Baptist Church at 9AM. The 5-mile event starts at 10AM between Chesapeake Bank and the
Hope & Glory. At 11-AM we’ll hold the 100-yard Tot Trot on Irvington Commons. All pre-registered
runners recieve a T-Shirt. Register online at www.active.com or in-person at our NEW site at the
Irvington Baptist Church on King Carter St. in Irvington on Wednesday, Novemeber 21 from 10AM6PM. Contact Michelle Lybarger for questions at 804.438.6391 or mmm262@verizon.net. Please
consider bringing a donation for the dogs and cats in our local animal shelters.
Thank you to our wonderful sponsors
10-K
R. Wayne Nunnally, Attorney
The Allen Group
Chesapeake Bank
Dehnert, Clarke & Co., P.C.
Northern Neck Seamless Gutter Service
Rappahannock General Hospital
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
5-K
Bank of Lancaster

5-K
Breeden & Breeden
CAPPS Ltd.
Glenn C. Cockrell, LLC
Dr. Steven F. Glessner, MD
Island Travel
Nate’s Trick Dog Café
Northern Neck Insurance Co.
Northern Neck Montessori School
Rumsey & Bugg

5-K
Select Properties of Virginia
Lee Stephens Law, PLC
Tri-Star Supermarket
Robert S. Westbrook, DDS
Tot Trot
The Dandelion
The Dog & Oyster Vineyard
Hope and Glory Inn
Rappahannock Yachts

In-Kind Sponsors
,UYLQJWRQ%DSWLVW&KXUFK5RDG,'7KH7LGHV,QQ7RZQRI,UYLQJWRQ7KH,UYLQJWRQ9LOOLDJH$VVRFLDWLRQ
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Focal Point

Should losers join
forces with winners?

Red Cross issues
statement regarding
unsolicited donations
Please understand that while
we are extremely respectful of
the support of our community,
unsolicited and/or spontaneous donations of goods and
services, although well-intentioned, have hidden costs and
pose a number of complications
for relief efforts due to factors
such as storage, transportation,
sorting and other processing
necessary.
For these reasons, the Red
Cross is unable to accept any
large collections of items, such
as used clothing, hygiene items,
furniture, toys and canned
goods. We are also unable to
accept small, individual donations of these items.
The Red Cross will sometimes accept bulk donations of
products that are immediately
needed on an ongoing disaster
relief operation. “Bulk donations” refer to large donations
of a single product. Because
the quantities required for relief
operations are signiﬁcant, these
donations are typically provided
by companies that manufacture
or distribute the product and
have the resources to ship it
directly to the disaster site.
We depend on monetary
donations to help us fulﬁll our
mission and provide our services. You can make a ﬁnancial
donation at 1-800-733-2767, or
redcross.org.
The American Red Cross
is able to carry out its mission only through the generous
efforts of our volunteers who
make up more than 95% of the
Red Cross workforce and lead
the way to helping communities
prevent, prepare for and respond
to emergency situations.
Red Cross volunteers make
a special commitment to their
community as they spend many
hours in training to assure they
have the knowledge and skills
needed to provide assistance
to those in need …when they
need it most, in a wide range of
situations, depending upon the
emergency.
There are many ways to get
involved. Please visit redcross.
org and learn about our many
volunteer opportunities.
Julie Dudley,Executive
Director, River Counties
Chapter Red Cross

Corrections
In the talley of Lancaster
County votes published last week,
the totals for Obama and Romney
were transposed in District 2
(Trinity church). Obama received
725 votes there and Romney
received 431. The county-wide
totals for those two candidates
changed as a result. Romney carried the county with 3,749 votes
and Obama had 3,144.
The “Keeping watch” photo on
the Opinion page last week was
not taken during Hurricane Sandy
as the cutline implies. According
to the Old Guard, it actually was
taken in September.

November 15, 2012
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

One of my favorite professors at Virginia Commonwealth University told my
classmates and me that a rule
or saying can have the ring of
truth yet not be true. It can
have good cadence and “roll
nicely,” he would say, but be
foolish.
For example, the idea
that, “The exception proves
the rule” sounds good but
is clearly incorrect. As he
would point out, once we see
a flying elephant, the rule
that “Elephants cannot fly”
has not been proven; it has
been discredited. He encouraged us to think with discernment.
In recent days, I think of
this professor when I hear
people suggest that a voter
whose candidate is defeated
in a recent election should
join with the official’s supporters and wish them success in their endeavors.
Hold on!
It seems to me that whether
we wish the newly-elected
official success depends
upon whether the official’s
policies are praiseworthy,
and a person is not unkind
or a bad citizen in choosing
to dwell on the possibility
that the goals and objectives
are not praiseworthy at all—
notwithstanding a victory in
a recent election.
I want to see our national
budget balanced, a significant

Perched above Marshalls Beach in Edwardsville, this eagle
appears to be posing for a portrait. “I can’t believe he let
me get this close!”

Photo by Nadege Watson
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line
Focal Point.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac
You’re familiar with The Price is
Right.
In its 40th season, it’s only the longest-running game show in television
history. A FremantleMedia North America production, the series airs on CBS.
Suppose announcer George Gray calls
your name and says, Come on down!
You miss the rest of his line as you hit
the aisle running. The studio audience
is loud.
There you are on stage in front of
the noisy, obnoxious studio audience
and millions of daytime home viewers.
Jump up and down. Act excited. You
aren’t nervous. You’ve seen hundreds of
episodes. You know all the games. You
know all the rules.
You’ve practiced for years. You’ve
got the ofﬁcial Hand-Held Game, the
DVD Game, the Mobile Game, the Wii
and Xbox versions and the iPhone App.
You’ve played it online and and on Facebook.
It’s the moment you’ve been waiting for, and host Drew Carey is in your
space. His hand is on your shoulder.
How creepy. He doesn’t even know you.
He’s up in your face and he asks if you
want to play the new seasonal game.
What new game? Who said anything
about a new game? That’s not on the
website.
The new game, he says, is the “Price
the Thanksgiving Meal in Your Home
State Game!”
Flash a blank look at the audience.
No sweat. You can do this. Your friends
at the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation
(VFBF) recently released results of their
annual Thanksgiving meal cost survey.
And you read all about it in the Fiction

or Fact from Bob’s Almanac column
appearing almost weekly in the Rappahannock Record.
You’ve got a photographic mind. Concentrate. Hit recall. Ignore the screaming
audience. Why don’t those losers shut
up? Where’s the remote/mute button?
It’s coming to you now. Flash that
photogenic smile at the cameras. Hit
recite.
VFBF ﬁndings show Virginia families will spend a little more than $4.72
per person this year. Run with it. Hit
impress.
“The survey of the prices of basic
items found on Virginians’ Thanksgiving
tables places the average cost of a traditional meal for 10 adults at $47.23. The
menu includes turkey, dressing, sweet
potatoes, rolls, peas, cranberries, a relish
tray of carrots and celery, and pumpkin
pie with whipped cream,” states the
press release.
However, Sherri McKinney of the
VFBF communications ofﬁce notes
that savvy shoppers can bag a meal for
even less using coupons and searching
for deals through promotional sales. Be
thankful for the turkey price wars among
local supermarkets.
At $47.23, that’s 80 cents less than
last year’s average, according to the
VFBF.
Among surveyed localities, Chesapeake shows the highest average meal
cost at $55.86, while Middlesex County
had the lowest at $39.22.
“Consumers are being told that food
prices are rising, that the drought of
2012 will be the cause of higher grocery
costs,” said Jonah Bowles, VFBF agriculture market analyst. “Livestock and

paydown on the debt, and a
restoration of habeas corpus
and the Fourth Amendment
protections against unreasonable search and seizure.
It troubles me that we have
borrowed later generations
head-over-heels into debt,
drones eavesdrop on our conversations, and our homes
and mail are subject to warrantless searches.
It is counterintuitive to
think that I would (or should)
wish success for any elected
officials, who support warrantless sneak-and-peek or a
further run up of the debt.
Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

Community effort
will help the needy
Wicomico Parish recently
held its annual Market Day.
This is a huge event for this
small parish and it was a
huge success again this year
with support from the local
community.
All proceeds go directly to
our Outreach Program such
as RGH Nurses Cancer Fund,
Interfaith, local libraries,
Habitat for Humanity, and
local food banks.
Residents keep this event
in their minds annually, as
men and women can all find
something to their liking to
buy. There are very popular
bake sale and homemade
soups, chili, and stews.
Parishioners and people from
the community donate items

which they no longer want or
need.
A gentleman driving by
noticed all of the books we
had for sale. He stopped to
ask what we were going to
do with the left over books.
He went home, emptied his
truck, and returned to Market
Day and put approximately
30 boxes of paperback books
in his truck to deliver to the
American Legion to give to
our veterans. That generosity alone made me weep.
Market Day is Wicomico
Parish’s outreach to local
community efforts and giving
to the veterans is certainly
on that list. Stuart Dunaway
and Tri-Star in Kilmarnock
supported Market Day with
a donation toward our purchase of donuts to sell to
early morning customers.
All of us at Wicomico
Parish look forward to
another great year at Market
Day in October 2013. As
parishioners, we have a great
time, and the end result is
that many people in need get
help from our efforts.
Faith Kauders, chairman,
Market Day 2012

Is this America’s
ﬁscal solution?

Of all of the recent poll
findings, the most important
one showed that three quarters of Americans want Congress to deal with our country’s unsustainable debt overhang. Listening to President
Barack Obama and House
Speaker John Boehner, we
should feel assured.
Sadly, we no longer hear
by Robert Mason Jr. about shared sacrifices, but
is this not the key?
dairy prices are higher than in 2011, but
If our parents didn’t teach
the marketbasket does not necessarily
us how to share, we cerreﬂect that. Those associated food item
tainly learned how in nursery
prices are steady to lower than last year. school. Grown-up legislaBased on surveys of grocery stores
tors must still remember this
statewide, VFBF found the average cost lesson and be able to split the
of a 16-pound turkey was $22.08 or
essential reform measures
$1.38 per pound, 4 cents more per pound 50/50. For example, half the
than last year.
required new revenues for
The average price for a gallon of milk half the targeted entitlement
was $3.89; peas, $1.47; a 3-pound bag
cuts.
of sweet potatoes, $2.37; celery, $1.66;
Can Congress for once set
carrots, $1.07; pie shells, $2.26; whipaside the many distorting
ping cream, $2.01; canned pumpkin pie influences which stand in the
ﬁlling, $3; cranberries, $2.10; stufﬁng
way of constructive progress:
mix, $2.94; and rolls, $2.38 a dozen.
lobbyists, Grover Norquist,
Drew’s smile turns to a smirk. There’s George Soros, the Koch
more. Give them more. The audience is
brothers, Karl Rove, partisan
hungry for more.
media, Super Pacs?
You could take home the big prize
The urgency is extreme.
if you know the answer to “What’s the
The Cato Institute calculates
farmers’ share?”
the escalating per person cost
The VFBF press release includes this: of inaction already exceeds
“Farmers and ranchers receive 16 cents
the average American’s net
out of every dollar U.S. shoppers spend
worth 14 times over.
on food. The rest goes for costs beyond
How Congress deals with
the farm gate: processing, marketing,
the problem will affect the
transportation and distribution. In 1980, whole world, and could
farmers and ranchers received 31 cents
restore some of the respect
from the U.S. consumer food dollar.
and leadership we have lost
“Using that percentage across the
by politically expedient inacboard, the farmers’ share of the avertion.
Jerry Peill,
age Thanksgiving meal cost in Virginia
Lancaster
would be $7.56 this year.
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture
reports that Americans spend an average of 9.4% of their disposable annual
income on food—the lowest average of
any developed country in the world.”
You win! What is Rachel Reynolds
Invest in your hometown;
carrying in her arms? It’s your prize—a
Shop Local!
turkey, giblets and neck included!

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

A

utomation has diminished many aspects
of authentic country living. One area that
has escaped depersonalization at the local
level is the post ofﬁce, which in many communities remains a social as well as a business
operation. In each of them the postmaster is
the center of connectivity for the patrons.
One of those who exempliﬁed great service
and friendship in her dealings with the public
was Peggy Jones, who served as postmaster at
Wicomico Church and then at Burgess.
In all of her dealings with people, Peggy
delights in personal service. Her postal career
began when she became an assistant at the
Wicomico Church Post Ofﬁce over 30 years
ago. She succeeded to the postmastership in
1981, and remained for four years. Her patrons
soon came to know her as a true professional,
who thrived on mastering the rules and regulations, all of which she interpreted to her customers with understanding and cheerfulness.
During her term there, she left one year to
become the ofﬁcer-in-charge at Kilmarnock,
and then she moved on to be postmaster at
Burgess where she remained until her retirement. In the best meaning of the word, she was

Her patrons soon came to
know her as a true professional, who thrived on
mastering the rules and
regulations, all of which she
interpreted to her customers with understanding and
cheerfulness.
the center of activity at whatever ofﬁce she
managed.
She prided herself on knowing all of her
customers, their families, and their comings
and goings. If someone was ill, and she knew
the person’s friends would be concerned, she
told them, usually suggesting how the person
could be of assistance. For elderly patrons she
would rush to carry large packages to the car
for them, and she enjoyed being friends with
children who came through the door as well.

In addition to being master of the post, Peggy
is also master in all things culinary. Each year
she liked to share the bounty of her garden
with customers. She often brought in jars of
her own homemade pickles and preserves to
share with the patrons. As one of the beneﬁciaries, I truly can attest to the sumptuousness
of what she produced. She also is astoundingly
gifted with a needle, knitting and crocheting
all sorts of items for family and friends alike.
At Wicomico Church the post ofﬁce began
its life as a restaurant. Inside the present ofﬁce
area is a large brick ﬁreplace with a mantel.
Each year during Advent the mantel was ﬁlled
with cards and notes that Peggy received from
grateful patrons. The entire ofﬁce looked like
Christmas as she poured out her creative talents on making it appear as if Santa Claus
indeed would be coming down that chimney.
Through Peggy the patrons also came to
know her husband, Otis, a VDOT employee
who operated the old Great Wicomico River
Bridge. Otis liked to tell people that more
people worked under him than anyone else
in the Northern Neck, meaning that everyone who was employed driving a vehicle that

passed below his control ofﬁce atop the bridge
was working, and they literally were under
him.
Otis died last January 1st, at which time I
wrote a column about him. He and Peggy were
married for over 50 years. On their 25th anniversary they took a cruise, an experience they
replicated on their ﬁftieth. Peggy was postmaster at Wicomico Church at the time of the
25th, and the community rallied in their celebration.
Otis suffered for many years with heart ailments, which caused Peggy to take early retirement to see to his care. She always is thinking
ahead, and at the time of his bypass surgery
she had their home brick-veneered and sided
in order for Otis not to have to maintain it.
Despite his illness, Peggy made certain that
Otis had a wonderful quality of life, taking
him places in his wheelchair, with both of
them, as was the custom, being at the center
of sociability.
Saturday is Peggy’s birthday. She is one who
has been a giver all of her life, and a delight
in the lives of many others. Happy Birthday,
Peggy! “Ad multos annos!”
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Civil War Sesquicentennial Notes
150 years ago this month:
November 1862
Running the Union Blockade

A main activity of the Union
Navy’s Potomac Flotilla was to
enforce the blockade along Virginia’s waterways and apprehend
violators.
However, this task was made
difﬁcult by the great number of
blockade runners and insufﬁcient
naval resources.
Commodore Andrew Harwood explained the situation in a
letter to the Secretary of the Navy
on November 8, 1862: “The vessels now at my disposal are rather
few, considering the nature and
extent of the ﬁeld of operations,
the pertinacity of the enemy in his
attempts to obtain men and supplies, and the necessity of protecting by a moving force our vessels
of commerce, which are obliged
to anchor at times in places
exposed to attack. Add to this that
several of the most effective vessels under my command require
repairs…A few more small vessels of light draft, commanded
by young ofﬁcers of good habits,
will greatly contribute to the efﬁciency of the blockade.”

Blockade runners used boats
of all types, including canoes,
seine boats, sloops and schooners, to cross the Potomac River
to get supplies from Maryland
into Virginia. One boat bound for
Virginia was captured in Neal’s
Creek [Sound] on the night of
November 2.
The Union seized a “yawl
boat, laden with goods, and three
men, giving their names as William Bagby, of King and Queen
County, Va.; James J. Leatch, of
Hanover County, Va.; free negro,
James R. Ashton, Westmoreland County, Va.” The captain
escaped.
The cargo taken was “one
barrel of whisky, 1 barrel sugar, 4
sacks salt, 1 keg carbonate soda,
1 box shoes; 1 box shoes, dry
goods, crockery, etc.; 1 bag containing 7 hats, 1 piece gingham,
2 pieces calico, 2 pounds coffee,
6 pounds soap, remnant of cloth,
1 bag containing 7 pair shoes, 1
bag skeleton skirts, 1 bag shot, 5
tin pans, 1 box soap, 1 box candles, 11 corn brooms, 2 pounds
powder, 1 jug molasses, 1 keg
nails.”
On November 16, the sloop G.

W. Green and six prisoners were
captured while waiting in St.
Jerome’s Creek, Md., for a favorable time to cross to Virginia. The
boat carried “18 boxes, 5 packages, 1 trunk, 6 valises, 2 boxes
shoes, 4 cans castor oil, 9 cases
shoes, 3 cases boots, 3 cases
hats.”
Often the blockade runners
were caught with money on their
way to buy supplies. In one case,
Commodore Harwood reported
the arrest of “six white and two
colored men crossing from Virginia to Maryland” who had
“upward of $25,000 with them.”
Sometimes trusted slaves were
sent. On November 1, three boats
with ﬁve enslaved men were
seized before they went ashore
at Maryland Point. According to
the Union report, “Their masters,
furnishing them with money, sent
them across to purchase goods
and return them to said masters,
they being conﬁdential servants.”
The Union ﬂotilla also made
expeditions into Northern Neck
waterways to search for boats
used for blockade running. On
November 4, an armed party of
13 men went up Nomini Creek.

Do you remember?
In this 1958 photo, Kilmarnock Chief of Police Bill Harriman marks tires to check for parking
violations on Main Street. The vehicle is parked in front of Crowther Ford. The building is now
home to The Bistro, Rivah Antiques and Accessories and Aubergine, said Kilmarnock Museum
president Caroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock
Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the November for the neighborhood, and the
15, 1912, Virginia Citizen)
church itself was used for a time
Old Farnham Church
as a distillery. After that it stood
An association has recently as a resort for cattle, and then
been organized for the restora- of creeping things which lived
tion of Old Farnham Church, in the jungle which grew up
in Richmond County, Virginia. within and without the walls.
There are few of our colonial
It was reconstructed by
churches which have had as Bishop Meade in 1838; was
pathetic and varied a history as abandoned again during the
this old ruin.
Civil War, with soldiers of
Erected as the mother church either side camping inside its
of North Farnham parish walls. It was used as a barn by
before 1738, a massive cruci- a neighboring farmer till 1870,
form building in the best style was again restored and used
of colonial architecture, it has for services till Easter, 1888,
undergone time after time the when its last disaster—a ﬁre—
stress of war and abandonment, destroyed everything except its
the ravages of decay and ﬁre.
solid walls.
It stood abandoned during
And so it stands today, with
the days of spoilation of the trees and underbrush growing
church in Virginia after the rev- within and without, with poison
olution; its marble font became ivy half covering its bricks. The
a punchbowl; its communion chance visitors can see today
silver sold by order of court on the south transept the scars
and given by the purchaser to of bullets ﬁred in a skirmish
St. John’s Church, Washington, between British and American
which in 1876 gave it back to soldiers in the War of 1812.
the old parish.
We can see where the facing of
The tombstones and the stone the west door was broken down
ﬂoor of the old church went to in order to permit wagons of
make doorsteps and hearths grain to be driven in for the use

of the still which stood in the
old chancel.
As one of the few remaining
churches erected in colonial
times, its restoration and preservation should appeal to the
interest of all who desire to preserve the still existing monument of the early days.

Irvington
Mrs. George D. Callis is
spending this week in Norfolk.
Among the recent sick, now
improved, are: Mrs. W. McDonald Lee and Miss Marie Brewington.
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Harding
entertained Tuesday in honor
of Miss Alice Baugher, of Baltimore.
The ladies of Weems Presbyterian Church will have
an oyster supper in Mr. S. C.
Thomas’ canning house on
Tuesday, November 19th, at 7
p.m. If weather bad, it will be
the following evening. Come
all!
Dr. Geo. H. Oliver leaves
tonight for the General Baptist
Association in Petersburg to be
absent until the latter part of
next week.

Acting Ensign McConnell
reported: “About 5 miles up
we discovered a large schooner
hidden in a very small bay, so that
nothing but her topmasts showed.
Not being able to get her out I
set ﬁre to her. She was called
the Robert Wilbur. I also found a
small schooner partly hauled up
on the beach, opposite a small
brick church. We ﬁred [burned]
her, thinking she might possibly
be used by the rebels. I could not
ﬁnd any name on her. While we
were ﬁring this vessel a party of
men appeared on a bluff near us. I
ﬁred…shrapnel from the howitzer, which dispersed them. We
then landed at the church and saw
three cavalry soldiers mount and
run. Not being able to overtake
them they escaped.
On entering the building I
found it had been used as a picket
station, and captured in it the following articles, viz: One cavalry
sword, 1 cavalry riﬂe, 1 cavalry
bridle, 1 set of spurs, 1 doublebarrel shotgun ﬁxed for cavalry
service. In the yard was a large,
heavy wagon…We cut all the
spokes of the wheels and set ﬁre
to the carriage…It now being
very near sundown, I deemed it
inadvisable to proceed any farther
up the creek, as I had good reasons to believe there was a force
of the enemy near by. I accordingly stood down and captured a
sloop and large canoe with oarlocks mufﬂed, which were hidden
in the bushes.”
Also during November 1862,
the Union was preparing for a
major maneuver near Fredericksburg. General Burnside had
130,000 troops spread out along
the north side of the Rappahannock River from Fredericksburg
to Culpeper. The army was
planning a massive crossing of
the Rappahannock and the navy
provided support by removing obstructions and explosives
along the river, building pontoon
bridges, and positioning gunboats.
In response, Confederate
General Lee began to assemble
his defensive forces to the south
and east of Fredericksburg. The
Battle of Fredericksburg would
take place December 4-13.
This article is provided by the
Lancaster County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee and
Mary Ball Washington Museum
& Library with assistance from
Ed Trexler, author of Civil War
Northern Neck.

The Lancaster County branch of the NAACP wishes to
thank all the churches and businesses that allowed us to
conduct voter registration drives at your location. We
also thank all of you who made an extra effort to ensure
that your family members were voter-ready. We must continue to push to register voters and to have voting rights
restored to all of our brothers and sisters by making the
process work for all of the people.
“Stay in the fight. The struggles continue”
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Help Light Our Tree
Rappahannock General Hospital Volunteer Auxiliary
invites you to participate in the
Tree of Lights celebration to be held
Wednesday, December 5th at 5:00 pm
in front of the hospital.
The Tree of Lights provides an opportunity to have a living tree
illuminated with lights in memory or in honor of your loved ones.
White lights represent in memory of; red lights are in honor of.
Your gift of $5 or more will provide a light for this year’s tree.
A donation of $100 or more will provide a green “Life Light,”
which will be relit annually.
Call 435-8546 for more information.

Kilmarnock
Capt. Jno. M. Bussells, of the
Atlantic Fisheries concern has
“cut out” ﬁshing and is visiting
relatives near here.
Miss Addie Cox is extremely
ill.
Miss Margaret Henderson
spent a few days in Baltimore
the past week.

Ocran

Hills attend gala
Lancaster County NAACP president Lloyd N. Hill recently
attended the Virginia 77th Freedom Fund Banquet Gala in
Fredericksburg. From left to right are Eleanor Hill, Adam
Cook, the Democratic candidate for the First Congressional
District, and Hill.

Misses Fannie and Nina Bellows spent Friday until Monday
with Mrs. Wm. Hudnall, at
Fleeton. Mrs. W. J. Bellows, of
that place accompanied them
home.
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Toleman
spent Tuesday in Norfolk.
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Penny
and E. C. Bellows, of New
York, are visiting Mrs. M. J.
Squires and Capt. and Mrs. J. F.
Bellows.
(Transcribed by Stephen A.
Redd, volunteer of the Mary
Ball Washington Museum and
Library)

Bay Capital Management Group, LLC, announced recently two new
appointments to its Sales Group. At left, David B. Farley, who has joined
BCMG as its new Marketing Director. David joins BCMG with many years
of specialized mortgage lending and collection management. At right,
Melissa Burch, who was recently promoted to Sales and Acquisitions.
In her capacity, Melissa oversees BCMG’s national interest in Debt
Acquisitions. Bay Capital Management Group, LLC, a Specialized
Purchaser and Servicer of Consumer Distressed Debt, is located in
White Stone, VA.
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Rep. Wittman speaks at Veterans Day program
KILMARNOCK—The Rev.
Dr. Grace Harley of Capella
3OCIETY )NTERNATIONAL IN 7HITE
Stone was guest chaplain at
“America, Bless God,” a Veterans Day program Sunday at
the Lancashire Convalescent
and Rehabilitation Center in
Kilmarnock.
“No stained glass windows
or altar candles were necessary for this inspirational service,” said Rev. Dr. Harley.
“The smiles of our dear community elders lit up the dining
hall and transformed it into a
sanctuary ﬁlled with warm fellowship and patriotism.”
h) ENJOYED EVERY MINUTE OF
it!” said Miss Shirley, a resident.
Honoring the veterans in
song, instrumentals, dance,
prayers, and poems were Dr.
Jim Harnsberger, Dr. Jeems
Love, Chris Love, Don Holt,
Randy and Eileen Crittenden,
Mei-li Beane, Katie Jett of the
Kilmarnock Dance Studio,
home-school students and parents, Susan Thomas, retired

From left are Dr. Jim Harnsberger, the Rev. Dr. Grace Harley
and Rep. Rob Wittman.

U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. David
Leach and featured speaker
2EP 2OB 7ITTMAN
The full gathering was
greatly encouraged by the
message of faith and national
service presented by Rep.
7ITTMAN
“His message of good

news and good cheer was
exactly what was needed for
this time. It was the perfect
application of the day’s Bible
lesson from Ephesians, chapter six. The Christian Soldier,
AS TAUGHT TO US BY 3AINT 0AUL
and the faithful military warrior are much alike. They both

share the high ideals of morality, dedication, and living
out truth and freedom,” said
2EV $R (ARLEY h7E WERE SO
pleased to have our own ConGRESSMAN COME OUT JUST FOR US
He has represented our district’s military and community
to Capitol Hill with excellence
and compassion.”
Almost every hand was
raised when asked who had
served the nation as a veteran or as the spouse or child
of a veteran, she said. Every
hand was lifted in appreciation when asked who had been
blessed by the U.S. military
service members.
Sitting in his wheelchair
ENJOYING THE AFTERNOON SUNshine, one gentleman resident
summed up the special day of
elegant worship and proper
patriotism: “I am at peace
with the world.”
Special thanks to the Lancashire for hosting this community event for elder veterans and their friends, said the
Rev. Dr. Harley.

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church honors nonagenarians
HIRTEEN MEMBERS OR FRIENDS OF 3T !NDREWS 0RESBYTERIAN
Church in Kilmarnock who are 90 years old or older
were honored at a special worship service and reception on
November 11.
4HE THEME WAS h! "IRTHDAY 4RIP !ROUND THE 7ORLD v SAID
the Rev. Judy Thomson. In the spirit of a trip, each honoree
was assigned a “tour guide,” who introduced him or her at
the beginning of the service.
Then each nonagenarian was presented with a “passport”
to the after-worship reception, she said. There was a special
prayer for those whom the Bible describes as “full of years,”
followed by an anthem sung by the choir, “For All of Life.”
At the conclusion of the worship service the choir sang a
spirited rendition of “Happy Birthday.”
The reception, held in the church’s Fellowship Hall, featured tables decorated with artifacts representing more than
A DOZEN COUNTRIES %ACH NONAGENARIAN WAS GIVEN A PERSONAL
birthday cake, made in his or her favorite cake and frosting
ﬂavors.

Boutique & Jewelry
Boxwood Wreaths
Cheddar Cheese
Holiday Items

Cookbook
Rafﬂe

Seven of St. Andrews’ 13 nonagenarians present at a special
event in their honor (from left) are Pauline Barnes, Vi Lewis,
Betty Wiiken, AC Davis, Mary Coye, Bill Gibson and Ruth
Ryan.

ADVERTISE s 435-1701 s RRecord.com

KILMARNOCK—The LanCASTER #OUNTY .!!#0 "RANCH
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
November 20, at the Bank of
Lancaster northside branch in
Kilmarnock.
The voting for the election of
ofﬁcers for the next two years
and the ﬁnancial report from the
Freedom Fund Banquet will be
the main agenda items, according to president Lloyd N. Hill.
After the short meeting, a potluck repast will be served, said
Hill. All members are urged to
VOTE AND TO ENJOY THE 4HANKSgiving fellowship.
Call Joan Ball at 435-3258,
regarding potluck for the
repast.

Baked Goods & Fudge

Bargain Table

T

NAACP to
elect officers

Jams, Jellies and Pickles

N Government holiday
County administrator Frank
! 0LEVA RECENTLY ANNOUNCED
Lancaster County ofﬁces will
be closed for Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Day
holidays.
For Thanksgiving, ofﬁces
will close at noon November
21 and remain closed November 22 and 23. For Christmas,
ofﬁces will be closed December 24 and 25. For New Year’s,
ofﬁces will be closed December 31 and January 1.

BOYS AND GIRLS
CLUB OF THE
NORTHERN NECK

HISTORYLAND
Community
Workshop

All proceeds go to scholarships and education!

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The planning commission on ThursDAY .OVEMBER  WILL lNALIZE
proposed revisions to chapters
3 and 5 of the Lancaster County
#OMPREHENSIVE 0LAN
The meeting will begin at 7
p.m. at the county administration building in Lancaster.
The chapters address protection of the county’s potable
water supply and public access
to the water.
.%70/24 .%734HE
Virginia Marine Resources
Commission meeting initially scheduled for October
30 was cancelled due to Hurricane Sandy. The meeting has
been rescheduled for 9:30 a.m.
November 19 at VMRC HeadQUARTERS  7ASHINGTON
Avenue, Newport News.
The December 4 commission meeting has been rescheduled to December 10.

8:30 am to
12:30 pm

Get ready for the holidays!
Come join us at the sale!

Shop Local
Lancaster and
Carry a Bag.

NEWS
BREAK

Sat.
Nov. 17

Join Chesapeake Bank and
the Lancaster By the Bay
Chamber of Commerce and
shop local this holiday season.
Participating merchants
displaying 7KH%XFN6WD\V+HUH
decal are offering hard to
resist discounts. So, not only
will shopping locally save you
money, but when the buck
stays here, we’re recirculating
money in our community
to create a stronger and more
prosperous local economy.
If you’re serious about
shopping, you’re going to
need the right gear. Pick up
your Shop Local shopping
bag at any Chesapeake Bank
EUDQFKWKHFKDPEHURIÀFH
or a participating merchant.

IT’S ALL ABOUT COMMUNITY.
2IÀFHVLQWKH1RUWKHUQ1HFN0LGGOH3HQLQVXODDQG:LOOLDPVEXUJ800-434-1181 ZZZFKHVEDQNFRP
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