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HEATHSVILLE—Del. Margaret Ransone made a 
special point at the October 11 Northumberland board 
of supervisors meeting to remind everyone of upcoming 
public hearings regarding a draft amendment to the Inter-
state Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Menhaden.

The Virginia Marine Resources Commission will 
facilitate a hearing on the draft amendment from 6 to 9 
p.m. today, October 18, at Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, in Kilmarnock. A similar hearing was held 
Monday at VMRC headquarters in Newport News.

The draft amendment presents short- and long-term 
options to manage and monitor the menhaden stock. 
These include options to end overfishing; change the bio-
mass reference points to match the fishing mortality ref-
erence points; and establish a specification process to set 
and allocate total allowable catch (TAC), including proce-
dures to close the fishery when a certain percentage of the 
TAC has been projected to be landed.

“I will be there (Monday),” said Ransone. “I just want 
to reassure everyone that we have full support from the 
administration and we have been working with the men-
haden fishery to come up with a plan that we think will be 
acceptable at the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission (ASMFC).”

Ransone said the menhaden industry may have to accept 
some sort of reduction to get support from the other states 
represented on the ASMFC. She said she wanted some 
good spokespeople at the hearings working with valid 
data.

Following a motion from District 4 supervisor Tommy 
Tomlin, seconded by District 1 supervisor Joe Self, the 
board unanimously voted to write a formal resolution in 
support of Reedville’s menhaden fishery, Omega Protein, 
to present during the October 18 hearing in Kilmarnock.

“I have been in touch with Omega and working out the 
wording to make sure we are addressing the issue to their 
best interest,” said Northumberland County administrator 
Kenny Eades on Monday.
Hearing to address “options”

“The public is being asked to weigh in on a variety of 
different options to reduce current catch levels of Men-
haden coast-wide,” said John Bull, a spokesperson of the 
VMRC.

Options include reducing current harvest levels by any-
where from zero to 50% said Bull. Also on the table are 
options to re-allocate menhaden between the Omega Pro-

tein reduction fishery in Reedville and the bait fisheries 
spread along the coast said Bull. 

“This is materially a commercial fishery issue,” said 
Bull.

The Draft Amendment responds to the findings of both 
the 2010 benchmark stock assessment and the 2012 stock 
assessment update that indicate the stock is experiencing 
overfishing but may or may not be overfished depending 
on the reference points chosen.
Chamber supports menhaden industry

Meanwhile the Lancaster by The Bay Chamber of Com-
erce has called on its membership to atttend the hearing 
and voice support for the Menhaden industry.

”If the ASMFC decides to impose more limits on the 
harvest of menhaden, then Omega Protein in Reedville 
may be forced to close,” notes a statement released by the 
Chamber.  “Omega has a $50 million impact on our area 
including $14 million in payroll to Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties.  The Lancaster by The Bay Cham-
ber supports this vital industry in our area and suggest that 
you attend the hearing Thursday to voice your support.

“It is very important for people interested in the future 
of all menhaden fisherman, plant employees, and others 
who depend on this fishery to attend this meeting, show 
support, and learn more about what the issues are that 
might impact their future.”
CBF releases staement

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) also released 
a statement this week through its Hampton Roads senior 
scientist Chris Moore, “calling for fair and reasonable 
changes to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion’s management plan in order to rebuild the menhaden 
population. These include:

toward eliminating overfishing.

five years.

industrial fishery and the local bait fisheries to avoid undue 
harm to local fishermen catching menhaden for bait.”
Written comments due by November 16

Questions regarding the hearing should be directed to 

The ASMFC’s Menhaden Management Board will 
accept public comment on Draft Amendment 2 at hear-
ings and in writing through November 16. For a copy of 
the draft amendment and guidelines for submitting writ-
ten comments, go to asmfc.org/breakingnews.

Homecoming royalty
From left, seniors Kedrick Lee and Brooke Hudnall reigned over Lancaster 
High School’s homecoming court after being crowned king and queen 
during halftime festivities last Friday.  Other nominees for king included Kai 
Antonio and Tre’Vaughan Davis. Others nominated for queen were Tikoya 
Henderson and Gerquel Owens. The Red Devils beat the Rappahannock 
High Raiders, 36-21. More game coverage appears on page C1. A related 
slide show is posted at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

HEATHSVILLE—During a hear-
ing October 11 regarding the disposi-
tion of the old Northumberland High 
School property in Heathsville, the 
board of supervisors received a few 

suggestions from the public about 
how the property should be used.

Speaking on behalf of the Nor-
thumberland YMCA board of man-
agement, Mike Cole affirmed the 
YMCA’s interest in acquiring the 
property to expand its facilities. 

“We would like to have the ability 
to do six months of due diligence to 
understand exactly what the project 
will be. We would like to pursue this 
as soon as permissible,” said Cole.

K I L M A R N O C K — A l t h o u g h 
county officials have come under fire 
from White Stone and Irvington over 

sales tax overpayments, the matter 
appeared to be no more than a small 
bump in the road for Kilmarnock.

At Monday’s town council meeting, 
councilman William Smith reported 

in overpayments because it is county 
money. He said the overpayment was 
due to a calculation error in the sales 
tax distribution based on old census 
information.  

“It’s about 5% of our annual 
budget,” said town manager Tom 
Saunders. “It will not affect this 
year’s budget.”

Lancaster County Treasurer Bonnie 
Haynie gave the town several options 
for paying the money back beginning 

There was no discussion on the 
matter and council did not determine 
a method for making the payments. 

In other business, Smith’s motion 
to hold a public hearing in November 

on changes and updates to the town 
charter passed on a 5-0 vote. Member 
Shawn Donahue did not attend the 
meeting.

If council approves the changes, 
the changes must then be approved 
by the General Assembly. 

Smith reported the streets, side-
walks and playground committee is 
reviewing changes to the ordinance 
that would limit the amount and 
duration of local election signage in 
town. The committee will also con-
sider limiting truck traffic on Cralle 
Court to one-way, due to building 
damage caused by delivery vehicles. 
Also, police chief Mike Bedell will 
be working with local farmers to 
assist with traffic control when large 
combines and planters travel through 
Kilmarnock.

Council member Rebecca Tebbs 
Nunn reported the town has received 
more than $5,000 from nutrient cred-
its. She said this was achieved because 
the town’s wastewater treatment plant 
had reduced nutrient levels in its out-
flow and was able to sell credits to 
other localities that cannot meet state 
requirements.

IRVINGTON—An error leading 
to overpayments by the county trea-
surer’s office will result in the town 
of Irvington having to return $22,000 
to the county.

According to Lancaster County 
Treasurer Bonnie Haynie, the error 
was made with the census numbers 
used in calculating and disbursing 
local sales tax revenue. Sales tax dis-
tributions are based on each town’s 
population of school-age children 
between 5 and 19, including public, 
private and home schooled students. 

Disbursements have been recal-
culated every three years, with the 

most recent adjustment due in 2011. 
Haynie’s office failed to recalculate 
at that time, resulting in overpay-

$22,169 to Irvington and $11,204 to 
White Stone for a total of $96,682 

She said the state now makes 
annual adjustments. 

Haynie promised to work with 
the town to make the most suitable 
arrangements to pay back the money 

funds back. 
For Irvington, it amounts to nearly 

Browsing at Market Day
Books, books and more books—in fact, thousands of hard- and soft-back books—were among the many items that 
drew folks to Wicomico Parish Church (Episcopal) Market Day last Saturday. The annual fund-raising event included 
book sales, a yard sale, silent auction and vegetable and plant sales and tours of the historic church. Proceeds from 
the event are given back to the community in support of nonprofit and charitable service organizations. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Menhaden hearing due 
tonight in Kilmarnock

by Shannon Rice

New uses suggested for old school

Kilmarnock council takes
sales tax repayment in stride

by Audrey Thomasson

County treasurer asks
Irvington to return $22,000

by Audrey Thomasson
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The YMCA also submitted a 
letter of interest to the board.

The Rev. Kenneth Rioland 
of Macedonia Baptist Church, 
speaking on behalf of the 
Macedonia Community Devel-
opment Corporation, proposed 
using a portion of the property 
as a small business incubator. 

 “Our proposal is something 
where we have a one-stop shop 
where businesses can have small 
amounts of meeting space and 
would be able to pay a nomi-
nal rent where they could have 
access to I.T., marketing, differ-
ent professions that would help 
their business go further,” said 
Rioland.

Theresa Lambert of Heaths-
ville said economic development 
is a critical issue in Northumber-
land. She said the county’s resi-
dents spend all of their money in 
Kilmarnock.

She provided a list of options 
for the old school property 
including support for entrepre-
neur ventures, workforce hous-
ing and housing for seniors who 
can live independently.

“I think what we’re hearing 
here is all on the right track. 
There may be enough space here 
to accommodate everything. We 
support the use of the high school 
as a community resource,” said 
Lee Allain of Lottsburg. 

The board has not taken any 

action on the property at this 
time. 

County administrator Kenny 
Eades announced, however, that 
the county is again advertis-
ing for sealed bids to purchase 
a mobile classroom on the old 
school property. 

“I didn’t use the word purchase 
and I got some bids that were to 
remove it and we pay them to 
have it removed,” said Eades. 

Among other school issues, 
superintendent Rebecca Gates 
asked the supervisors to consider 
allowing the school system to 
create a capital reserve account 
to be used for upcoming capital 
projects such as a new roof for 
the elementary school. Gates 
said whatever money was left 
over at the end of the year or 
whatever percentage the county 
returned would be deposited into 
this account.

The supervisors would have to 
approve any expenditures coming 
out of the account, said Gates.

No action was taken on Gates’ 
proposal.

 District 4 supervisor Tommy 
Tomlin suggested the board 
consider a capital improvements 
program not just for the schools 
but for all of the county. That 
way the county planning com-
mission could get involved and 
hold public hearings for capital 
projects, he said.

20% of the annual budget 
of $115,000. Council must 
absorb the $22,000 and base 
next year’s budget on lower 
disbursements. Haynie’s fig-
ures show the county has been 
overpaying the town up to 
$800 a month in sales tax.

After struggling with a 
dwindling budget over the 
past three years, council 
members were not happy to 
learn the budget would take 
another hit. 

“The county should have 
said, ‘Our bad, our bad, our 
bad,’” said councilman Gene 
Edmonds.

“What we receive back is 
no where near what we pay 
in” in local sales tax, said 
councilman Wayne Nunnally. 
The county should forgive the 
overpayment and move on, he 
added. “I would not volun-
tarily reimburse the money.” 

Councilman Bob West-
brook disagreed. “We budget 
what we believe we have. But 
I believe we owe the money...

-

less in our budget (next year). 
My concern is that we have 
terms that are reasonable for 
us to pay back.”

“I’d like to see if there is 
some legal requirement to pay 
back the money,” said coun-
cilman Ed Sulick.

“It’s new money for the 
county,” said Edmonds. “The 
county made the mistake. I 
don’t think we should have to 
pay it back.”

Mayor Rannie Ransone said 
a decision did not have to be 
made immediately.

“I think we need to have 
all council members present, 
including our legal advisor, 
when we discuss it,” said Ran-
sone.

Council member Kathleen 
Pollard and town attorney Mat 
Terry did not attend the meet-
ing. 

In other business, coun-
cil approved a conditional 
use permit for Susan Munro 
to operate a picture framing 
business in her home at 20 
Winstead Drive. The vote was 
5-0.

BROOKVALE—Lancaster 
Primary School became the 
scene of a simulated mass casu-
alty exercise Sunday.

The training exercise involved 
all of Lancaster County’s emer-
gency first responders, including 
the sheriff’s department, rescue 
squads (including a Deltaville 
squad), firefighters and an emer-
gency helicopter unit from West 
Point. 

to be victims of the mock mass 
school shooting. Deputies 
searched and brought down two 
“shooters” and cleared the build-
ing. First responder teams treated 
“victims” at the scene and evacu-
ated casualties from the building 
for transport to the hospital.

The exercise was developed 
jointly by the Lancaster sheriff’s 
department and the rescue squads 
as part of a training initiative and 
an opportunity to evaluate emer-
gency response capabilities. 
Teams train in smaller exercises 
throughout the year, but this is the 
first simulation of this magnitude 
to take place in the county.

Three rescue crews were pulled 
from the afternoon drill just as it 
began to respond to a three-car 
accident at Dreamfields near Kil-
marnock.

KILMARNOCK—Plan-
ning commission member Ann 
Towner last week was appointed 
by council as the point person 
on making updates to the town’s 
comprehensive plan. 

Town manager Tom Saunders 
said council appointed Towner in 
a special joint session with plan-
ners because of her extensive 
background in municipal plan-
ning. Towner will work closely 
with director of planning Mar-
shall Sebra to write a first draft 
for the planning commission to 
review before the document goes 
to council.

In the front page article last 
week regarding a charity event, 
the sponsoring organization was 
misidentified. The event was 
organized by the Real Recognyze 
Real Social Club.

Also, the last two lines of the  
‘turf war’ article, continued from 
page A1 to A2, got clipped. The 
last paragraph reads: 

“Enhanced are closer to an 
intermediate level and can give 
more services than basics, but 
they can’t provide many of the 
services needed for cardiac 
patients,” Berg said. Classifying 
them as advanced “is up to the  
medical director.” 

Old school
continued from page A1

Tax issue lingers
continued from page A1

First responders conduct
simulated training exercise

Cybrina Cook plays the role of a victim in a mass school 
shooting as county sheriff ’s deputies and trainees enter 
Lancaster Primary School in a simulated training exercise. A 
related slide show will be posted at RRecord.com.

by Audrey Thomasson

Town council
tasks Towner
with comp plan

Ann Towner

Corrections

Read it in
the Record!
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A variety of emotions ran 
high in the Middlesex County 
Courthouse last week after 
Judge Paul Sheridan reversed 
two felony convictions of brib-
ery against former county sher-
iff Guy L. Abbott.

Inside the courtroom, there 
were cheers, tears, astonish-
ment and fear. 

Abbott’s wife cried with joy 
at the outcome.

Virginia Assistant Attorney 
General Shannon Dion felt she 
needed an escort to her car with 
a state trooper by her side.

Right before Judge Sheridan 
reversed his decision, he said, 
“I know the community has 
been torn into factions over this 
case.”

Defense attorney Craig 
Cooley argued there was no 
indication of bribery in any of 
the court testimony. He said 
Abbott knowingly received 
funds with no clear intent to 
“punish those if they did not do 
what they were told.”

The bribery statue requires 
there must be clear intent on 
both sides, argued Cooley.  

The judge then accepted 
Cooley’s argument and said the 
bribery statue has so many ele-
ments and requires more than 
an unspoken agreement that 
was the basis of the transac-
tion. “Therefore I acquit him 
(Abbott),” said Judge Sheri-
dan.

At that moment, Dion and 
the other attorney for the state 
did not flinch, as if they already 
knew the outcome. A very calm 
Cooley looked down at his 
notes and with his right hand 
patted Abbott’s back one time, 
then quickly moved his hand 
away. Abbott seemed stunned 
at first but showed little emo-
tion.

Of 25 original indictments 
related to financial expendi-
tures, property disposal and 
alleged bribery while he was 
sheriff, all counts against 
Abbott have now been dis-
missed in some manner.

Abbott had been found 
guilty on August 9 of soliciting 
bribes from two employees and 
was facing sentences of 2 to 10 
years in prison on each bribery 
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Lancaster County Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against four individuals.

A Bogey Neck Road man, 39, 
was charged October 9 with con-
tempt of court.

A Cobbs Creek woman, 22, 
was charged October 14 with 
contempt of court.

A Windmill Point Road man, 
31, was charged October 14 with 
drunk driving.

A Wicomico Church woman, 
24, was charged October 15 with 
10 counts of nonpayment of fines/
court costs. 
Activity report

October 9:   Staff responded 
to a runaway juvenile complaint 
on Lumberlost Road (juvenile 
located safely within 1 hour; 
juvenile intake officer notified), 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) and Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) 
to South Main Street to assist an 
individual whose wheelchair lost 
power, to a second runaway juve-
nile complaint on Lumberlost 
Road (juvenile located within 1.5 
hours and was returned home), 
and to a fight call on Buzzards 
Neck Road (subjects gone on 
arrival). Staff received a report 
of a drunk/reckless driver in the 
White Stone/Kilmarnock area (no 
officers in position to intercept) 
and checked on the well-being of 
a Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone con-
tact could not be made (no emer-
gency services needed). 

October 10: Staff responded 
to a possible prowler complaint in 
the 3600 block of Weems Road, 
to a man down call near Merry 
Point and Buzzards Neck roads 
(no criminal or medical incident 
involved), to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Lumberlost 
Road, and to Black Stump Road 
on an ongoing trespassing com-
plaint involving a juvenile. Staff 
provided to a disabled boater 
the contact number for boat tow 
service, attempted to intercept a 
reported drunk/reckless driver in 
the Chinns Mill/River Road area, 
and attempted to locate a person 
reportedly wanted by Richmond 
area authorities. 

October 11:  Staff noti-
fied the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) of heavy 
debris interfering with traffic on 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Bridge. 
Staff responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Colinbrook Way 
(telephone line problem), to a 
domestic disturbance call on 
Mount Vernon Lane, with KPD 
to an assault call on Waverly 
Avenue, to a minor traffic crash 
at Lancaster High School, to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint on 
Blueberry Point Road (vehicle 
gone on arrival) and to a domes-
tic disturbance on Woods Drive 
(both subjects intoxicated). Staff 
received a walk-in complaint of 
a bad check, and checked on the 
well-being of a Winona Drive 
resident at the request of a con-
cerned citizen (no emergency 
services needed). 

October 12:  Staff responded 
to a prowler complaint in the 1400 
block of Windmill Point Road, to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash at 
South Main Street and Roseneath 
Avenue, and received a vandal-
ism complaint from an Irvington 
resident (call cancelled by com-

WHITE STONE—The clock is ticking away to purchase tickets for 
the 2012 White Stone Volunteer Fire Department raffle.

WSVFD members are selling  399 tickets, said C.D. Hathaway. 
Twenty cash prizes will be awarded, including a $10,000 first prize. 
Second prize is $2,500, third through fifth $1,000 each, sixth through 
10th $500 each and 11th through 20th $250 each.

Tickets are $100 each, said Hathaway. Up to 10 people may join in 
to purchase a ticket. The number of payouts and limited number of 
tickets printed offer the best chance of winning around. 

A drawing to determine the winning tickets will be held at the White 
Stone firehouse October 27, coinciding with the White Stone Busi-
ness Association’s Oktoberfest on the grounds behind the firehouse.

Tickets are available from any White Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment member, or call 436-6242.

This group from Lancaster Primary School recently purchased 
a ticket for the raffle.

White Stone VFD raffle
tickets are still available

Former Middlesex Sheriff 
Guy Abbott is found not 
guilty of  bribery charges

by Larry S. Chowning

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

KILMARNOCK—The quar-
terly meeting of the Lancaster 
County Emergency Planning 
Committee begins at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 23, at the Kil-
marnock-Lancaster County Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad on Harris 
Road.

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster 
County will hold its first Fire 
Chiefs Committee meeting 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 23, 
at the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department on School Street in 
Kilmarnock.

LANCASTER—Updates to 
Chapter 4 of the county’s com-
prehensive plan will go before a 
public hearing during the board 
of supervisors’ meeting on 
Thursday, October 25.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the county administration 
building in Lancaster.

Chapter 4 deals with protecting 
the county’s 330 miles of shore-
line.

A second hearing will address 
an application from Richard Sup-
chak to place a wireless internet 
antenna/pole at 5459 Mary Ball 
Road in Lively.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Serving
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and
Northern Neck
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plainant). The narcotics canine 
team responded to the area of 
North Main and School Street to 
assist Virginia State Police (VSP) 
involved with a traffic stop (nar-
cotics arrest made by VSP). 

October 13:  Staff responded 
to an unusual noise complaint 
in the area of Cottage Lane, to a 
domestic disturbance on Turner 
Lane, to a traffic complaint on 
Steamboat Road, to an E911 dis-
connect call in the 20300 block of 
Mary Ball Road (child playing on 
phone) and checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not be 
made (no emergency services 
needed). The narcotics canine 
team responded to a request from 
Northumberland authorities to 
assist with a vehicle search. 

October 14:   Staff notified 
VDOT of the need to remove a 
large animal carcass from the 
3500 block of Windmill Point 
Road and a downed traffic con-
trol sign at Mary Ball and Morat-
tico roads. Staff responded with 
VSP to a three-vehicle traffic 
crash in the 1300 block of Irving-
ton Road (med-evac involved), to 
a suspicious person complaint on 
Johns Neck Road (subject gone 
on arrival) and to a domestic dis-
turbance on Turner Lane. 

October 15:  Staff responded 
with KPD to a domestic dis-
turbance in the 16600 block of 
Mary Ball Road, to a possible 
prowler complaint in the area of 
Flowering Fields, notified USCG 
Milford Haven of a boater in pos-
sible distress off of Reedville, and 
intercepted a reportedly reckless 
driver in the Brookvale/Kilmar-
nock area. 

October 16:  Staff received 
a walk-in complaint of destruc-
tion of property to a vehicle in the 
18700 block of Mary Ball Road 
(civil incident) and responded 
to the Lancaster Department of 
Social Services on a child abuse 
complaint.

Also this week, staff conducted 
27 traffic stops, issued eight sum-
monses, assisted 11 motorists, 
reported two deer strikes, handled 
two calls for traffic control, inves-
tigated nine building alarms, 
logged four inmate transports 
and fielded five calls for animal 
control services.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to a 
traffic crash at South Main Street 
and Roseneath Avenue, a call to 
assist EMS on Kent Lane, a traf-
fic crash in the 1300 block of 
Irvington Road, with the Depart-
ment of Forestry to a fire alarm 
on Ditchley Road, and with the 
Department of Forestry and 
Upper Lancaster VFD to a brush 
fire on Slabtown Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
also responded to brush fires/con-
trolled burns on Slabtown Road 
and on Millenbeck Road.

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a brush fire on Snug 
Harbor Drive.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins this 
week reported charges against  
five individuals.
Felony

Beverly V. Jackson, 60, of 
Callao was charged October 13 
with grand larceny
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 46, was 
charged October 3 with depriving 
an animal of food and shelter and 
having an unlicensed dog.

A Heathsville man, 47, was 
charged October 3 with depriving 
an animal of food and shelter and 
having a unlicensed dog.

A Lancaster man, 22, was 
charged October 14 with failing 
to dim headlights and DUI.

A Hague woman, 28, was 
charged October 9 with writing a 
bad check.

conviction.
The two bribery convictions 

were based on testimony of two 
deputies. One deputy testified 
Abbott borrowed $300 from 
him and did not repay the loan. 
Another deputy testified that 
Abbott told him to cash a $120 
paycheck for off-duty work and 
give him the money. 

Abbott was still sheriff in 
March 2010 when Virginia State 
Police executed a search war-
rant at the Middlesex Sheriff’s 
Office in Saluda. The search 
warrant file was immediately 
sealed by Judge Thomas Nance 
after the warrant was executed 
on March 15. Those files are 
still sealed, but a request from 
the Southside Sentinel has been 
made to have them made open 
to the public.

With his legal problems 
well in view of the public, 
Abbott was voted out of office 
in November 2011 after three 
terms as sheriff. Abbott fin-
ished second in a four-man race 
by 346 votes to current sheriff 
David Bushey. 

“I’m doing great,” said 
Abbott on Monday. “I think of 
all the thousands of dollars I 
have saved this county and now 
this trial has blown it all away. 
Can you imagine what this has 
cost the taxpayers . . . and for 
what?

“I was told that there were 
people in the county who 
wanted me out of office and 
all this stemmed from that,” he 
said.                   

“People don’t know that 
every day before I went to work 
for the citizens of Middlesex 
County I prayed for God’s help 
to serve the county the right 
way,” he said. 

“I will say that I had a very 
good attorney in Mr. Cooley. 
He never raised his voice and he 
showed what the law said. He 
did a great job,” said Abbott.  

SUBSCRIBE
435-1701

Read it in
the Record!
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A Unique House Antique Mall
Over 25,000 sq ft mall & 140 vendors

presents our

 Outside Sale
Oct 20, 8 a.m

 Find us on Facebook  
                 www.facebook.com/a.unique.house

 
9600 James Madison Parkway (Rt. 301)

King George, VA  22485

540.625.2006
www.auniquehouse.com

 

Thanks to 48 meal donors 
 
Since October 7, 1993 evening volunteers at the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic have 

enjoyed the culinary skills of numerous church groups, clubs, businesses and individuals 
who have contributed to the Clinic’s meal program. This program provides a welcome 
break and fellowship for the dedicated volunteers in their efforts to make health care 
accessible to all. 

Deep appreciation goes out to the following individuals and groups that provided meals 
for volunteers at the Tuesday and Thursday evening clinics from October 1, 2011 through 
October 1, 2012. Many of them have participated in the program over the past two dec-
ades. 

Peggy Morris and Friends 
Don and Gayle Nelson 
Northern Neck Medical Auxiliary Alliance 
Friends at Rappahannock 
 Westminster-Canterbury/Dee Brown Chair 
Savannah Joe’s 
Margaret Socey 
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church 
Diane Starbucks 
Significant Seven Book Club 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church-Fleeton 
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
The River Market 
Tri Star Supermarket 
Urbanna Baptist Church 
Geri Vick 
Wesley Presbyterian Church 
Wicomico Baptist Church 
Wicomico Parish 
Willaby’s 
White Stone Baptist Church (Emma’s Group) 
Women of St. Francis DeSales 
Women’s Club of White Stone 
Jill and Larry Worth 

Bethel United Methodist Church (You and I Class) 
Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Carwash Café 
Cople Parish Episcopal Women 
Mary Lou Dorsey and Ginny Peck 
Erin Dunleavy and Pat Harris 
Fairfield United Methodist Church 
First Baptist Church, Heathsville 
Golden Eagle Grill 
Grace Episcopal Women 
Cyndi Herges 
Holy Tabernacle 
Indian Creek Yacht & Country Club 
Irvington Baptist Church 
Irvington United Methodist Church 
Kilmarnock United Methodist Church 
Kilmarnock Baptist Church 
Lancaster Community Library 
Lancaster Woman’s Club 
Living Water Lutheran Church 
Macedonia Baptist Church 
Milden Presbyterian Church 
Grace Ann Miller and Friends 
Morattico Baptist Church 

Anyone interested in participating in the Northern Neck Free Health Clinic Meal Program 
please call Meals Coordinator Tove Power at 435-6770. 

Paid for by a dedicated and much appreciated volunteer 

Apple butter maker Judy Aderhold scrapes the iron pot as 
Jim Edwards keeps the thickening apple butter stirred last 
Saturday morning at the 17th annual Fairfields Fall Festival. 
The apple butter crew made and sold 84 pints before noon. 
Another batch was put on the hardwood fire at 7:30 a.m. 
Saturday and cooked for more than six hours. A related slide 
show is posted at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

KILMARNOCK—Forty-
seven years after serving as 
an A-4C Skyhawk pilot flying 
close air ground support in 
Vietnam, former USMC 
Capt. Albert N. “Spike” Nunn 
has been notified that he has  
received three commendations 
for his service there.

From the then Secretary of 
the Navy, Paul H. Nitze, he has 
been awarded the Navy Unit 
Commendation for Marine 
Aircraft Group Twelve for 
“exceptionally meritorious 
conduct in the performance of 
outstanding service at Chu Lai, 
Republic of Vietnam” and the 
Navy Unit Commendation to 

Team for “outstanding heroism 
in action against enemy Viet 
Cong forces during the assault 
and seizure of the Van Tuong 
Peninsula.”

Additionally, from then 
President Lyndon Johnson, he 
has been awarded the Resi-
dential Unit Citation to the 
First Marine Aircraft Wing for 
“extraordinary heroism and 
outstanding performance of 
duty in action against the North 
Vietnamese Army and Viet 
Cong forces in the Republic 
of Vietnam.  The First Marine 
Aircraft Wing sought out and 
destroyed determined enemy 
forces and provided combat 
air support to ground forces of 
the Free World and the Repub-

WHITE STONE—The 
Northern Neck will be the 
location for  “You Follow Me 
Like the Moon,” a provocative 
movie to commence shooting 
in late October.

Local resident, Dr. Ron 
Herrsche, is the screenwriter 
and producer of this poignant 
movie short, which tells the true 
story of a young couple’s expe-
rience losing their son midway 
through pregnancy.

Production manager Pixie E. 
Curry recently issued a casting 
call for child extras.

“We are filming this movie in 
White Stone and Kilmarnock,” 
said Curry. “We are currently 
in need of young children to act 
as extras in a scene that involves 
children in a daycare setting. 
The ‘daycare’ scene is being 
shot in White Stone for one day 
at White Stone Church of the 
Nazarene.”

Curry and production assis-
tant Robin Blake are seeking 

expected to take place October 

near White Stone. Meals and 
snacks will be available, said 
Blake.

Parents interest in allow-
ing their children to participate 
are urged to contact Curry at 

lcs.k12.va.us.
Perinatal loss is barely 

noticed outside the immediate 
family. The support typically 
extended to a person who loses 
a loved one is seldom offered 
to a mother who suddenly loses 
her unborn baby. Lacking sup-
port for her unspeakable loss, a 
woman often harbors feelings of 
shame, guilt and emptiness for 
years to come.

“You Follow Me Like the 
Moon” will give a voice to those 
mothers (and families) who 
suffer silently, and it will shine a 
light on a pervasive yet invisible 
issue with untold societal costs.

For more information and 
an opportunity to support this 
movie, visit midvalemovies.
com. Locally, contact Blake at 

 Attention Marines
Marines in the area will cel-

November 8 at the Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club.

Those who served in or 
with the Marine Corps, at any 
time, regardless of rank, are 
urged to contact Don Smith 

va.metrocast.net.

Fairfields Fall Festival draws
largest crowd in many years
a smashing success, according to Bob Matthews of the pub-
licity committee.

“It was the largest crowd that we have had in years,” said 
Matthews. “Everything was spectacular. The weather couldn’t 

He noted the parking lot was full with the overflow, park-
ing on the grass surrounding the church. The crowd was 
treated to the tantalizing aroma of apple butter cooking over 
an open fire, mingled with the mouth-watering aroma of 
pork barbecue being slow cooked on the grill. The church 
sold out of apple butter, barbecue, soups and baked goods, 
said Matthews.

 The silent auction and White Elephant Table provided 
many bargains for the smart shopper, he added.

“What child doesn’t like to dig in the dirt? They loved 
digging in the pile of dirt known as, ‘The Dinosaur Dig’ for 
prizes,” continued Matthews.

 There also was a representative of the Virginia State Police 
finger printing children. There were many happy vendors.

As always, the proceeds will be returned to the community 
in the form of donations to local nonprofit charitable orga-
nizations, he said.

Former USMC pilot to 
receive commendations

Production crew 
seeks child extras

Red Cross 
Chapter 
conducts 
blood drive

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross recently 
held a blood drive at First Baptist 
Church in Heathsville.

The chapter thanks First 
Baptist Church, Charles Butler, 
Diane Redmond, and Sharon 
Ball for their hospitality and great 
canteen, said Kitty Creeth. The 
chapter also thanked loyal vol-
unteers, Zeke Hurst, Rick Skel-
ton, Phillip Smith, Bill Kirby, 
Sherry Fisher, Garland Dillard 
and the members of Heathsville 
and Reedville Masonic Lodge, 
Ellie Knight, Julie Pritchard, 
Marge Himler, Ann La Kandor, 
Gordon Page, Joan Clements, 
Lisa Miles, and Kitty Creeth.

to donate; 55 units were col-
lected. The people who donated 
include Odessa Roane, Michael 
Roe, Ola Nash, Clarice Howard, 
Warren Blackwell, Bernard 
Cogar, Ray Reuter, Carol Ellis, 
Marilyn McCabe, Andrew Bra-
zelle, Paula Reuter and Warren 
Haynie.

Also, Ellen Wheat, Pete Thrift, 
Steve Tucker, Albert L. Jones, 
Sandy Saxer, Kathy Pitts, Jenny 
Creeth, Robert W. Hayes, Ron 
Whitt, Julia Pritchard, Cathy 
Rew, Andy Kauders. Doris Rew, 
William Bracker, Pete Haynie, 
Phillip Smith, Ellen Muddiman, 
Paul C. Sparks and F. Carey 
Howlett.

Also, Patricia Newsome, Ellie 
Knight, Helen Watson, Irene 
Haley, Saddie Piggott, Robert 
Nash, Christopher Watkins, 
Ruth Cooper, Gordon Page, 
Dorian Morris, Jordan Babin, 
Joshua Diggs, Jessie Blythe, 
Eric Jacobson, Elaine Sebra, 
Sherry Courtney, Keller Wise, 
Joshua Dodson, Valerie R. 
Conner Groff, Anthony V. Herr, 
Eric Reymer and Charles Butler.

The chapter’s next blood drive 
will be held December 4 at St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church in 
Heathsville.

lic of Vietnam.  Participating 
in 195 major operations, and 
thousands of other attacks, the 
Wing continuously and aggres-
sively carried the battle to the 
elusive enemy.  The operations 
reflect the high degree of supe-
rior airmanship, valor, devo-
tion to duty and professional-
ism exhibited by the personnel 
of the Wing.”

Nunn was in Vietnam in 
1965-66 and flew the second 
aircraft to land at the newly 
constructed temporary air-
field at Chu Lai, Republic of 
Vietnam.  He received the Air 
Medal with five oak leaf clus-
ters for his service there. 

Nunn is a  retired American 
Airlines captain. He and his 
wife, Rebecca, live in Kilmar-
nock. 

NEWS
BREAK
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In recognition of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, these sponsors have voiced 
their support for a cure through donations to Susan G. Komen for the Cure.

Noblett, Inc.
Foxy
Aubergine Boutique
Harvey’s Auto Parts
Commonwealth Assisted Living
Rappahannock General Hospital Cancer Center
Bank of Lancaster
EVB
Willaby’s
Chesapeake Bank
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury

Nate’s Trick Dog Cafe
The James Company
Glenn Lester Co., Inc.
Ross’s Rings & Things
Blackwell Salon
Northern Neck Family YMCA
Visiting Angels
Papeterie
The Wild Bunch
The Box
IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate, Ltd.

River Lanes and Grille
Carousel Physical Therapy
Pearl 
Riverland Insurers
Bay and River Home Decor
Show Off
Mosaic
Sandpiper Restaurant
Maggie’s
Positive Image
Bluewater Seafood and Deli

Rapid Lube
Sevarg Pools
White Stone Pharmacy
Bay Security Systems LLC.
The Computer Wizard
Bay Capital Management Group
Horn Harbor House Restaurant
Middle Bay Realty
Premier Sailing School
Neal D. Fridenstine, Inc.
Thai Pot



CommunityForum   October 18, 2012
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A6

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Retirement, like beauty, is in the eyes of 
the beholder. For some it comes early, 

and they never look back, but for others it 
is not part of their planning, indeed of their 
lives. J.P. Conley is one who has not taken 
the retirement plunge because he simply 
finds such satisfaction in his work.  

His father was a farmer, as he is, and as 
his son, Steve, is.  Although Steve bears 
much of their operation these days, J.P. still 
keeps his hand in the pot, and together they 
grow some of the finest crops in the North-
ern Neck. Their f ields are identifiable to 
passersby because of their neatness and the 
precision with which they care for them.

The Conleys live in their traditional 
farmhouse, and have more barns and out-
buildings than I ever have been able to 
count. When they are not farming they are 
painting, repairing, or sprucing up one of 
their structures. Their equipment provides 
a show worthy of a farm museum, with old 
tractors, plows, trucks, hand and machine 
tools of every description. They do plant 
with a modern tractor and harvest with a 
modern combine, but they keep their other 

machines in good running order as well.
The jewel of their collection is a 60-odd-

year-old pickup truck known as “Nelly-
belle.” She is somewhat retired these days, 
but still has her original engine and coat 
of paint. The grain trucks are also vintage, 
but the Conleys would never offend them 
by purchasing antique automobile tags 
for them. I suppose they might think they 
would slow down in working if they did, 
and after all, J.P. sets the pace for non-
retirement.

Nearly 20 years ago my good wife and I 
were fortunate to have J.P. and Steve build 
a large addition to our kitchen, which fol-

lowed in the tradition of some of the work 
they had done on our old farmhouse during 
my bachelor days. The finished product was 
like their f ields, perfect in every respect. 
We engaged a cabinetmaker to build some 
of the cupboards, and when they were ready 
he said he would come to install them, but 
he needed to get some shims first. I told 
him not to waste his time with the shims 
because the walls had been built by the 
Conleys. He replied that all cabinets need 
shims. He arrived with the shims, and left 
with them several hours later, never using a 
one. He said he had never worked on walls 
that were so straight and plumb.

J.P., his wife, Hazel, and Steve also plant 
one of the largest gardens, specializing in 
whatever crop is seasonal from early peas 
to late tomatoes. The sweet corn is a par-
ticular highlight of midsummer. Nothing 
goes to waste, for whatever they grow, 
Hazel either serves on the table or pre-
serves for later.  When she finishes in the 
fall, she could exceed the inventory of a 
grocery store if she chose to compete.

Anne Bromley, J.P.’s sister, often has 

mentioned that the Conleys find their 
great happiness in living on the farm, and 
tending to the daily affairs that it entails. 
They are at one with nature, and respect 
its bounty that they husband each year in 
the same sequence. They understand the 
rhythm of Mother Nature, and have accom-
modated themselves to its harmony, and in 
that area they have unlocked its secrets.

This coming Tuesday J.P. will become 
a nonogenarian. As his hair turned white 
before I met him almost 45 years ago, he 
obviously did his aging in his youth, and 
once it was out of the way, he has pro-
ceeded unchanged. The Conley farmstead 
is an authentic part of Americana, echoing 
back to the happy time when people lived 
well, raised healthy children fostered on 
good food, clean air, and helpful chores, 
and truly could enjoy their homes. 

Shakespeare said, “The play’s the thing.”  
For the Conleys, “The farm’s the thing,” 
and for the past nine decades it has been 
for J.P.  Indeed, he is a man who could give 
lessons on how to live well.

Happy Birthday, J.P.! Ad multos annos!  

They understand the 
rhythm of Mother Nature, 
and have accommodated 
themselves to its harmony, 
and in that area they have 
unlocked its secrets.

Focal Point

Dragonfly

Photo by Robyn S. Kelley

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

I cannot recall a presidential 
election as important to the future 
of this country as the one this 
November.

Mr. Obama and his party 
were given the opportunity to, 
in his words, bring us together 
as a people, be the most trans-
parent administration ever, and 
fundamentally change America. 
Instead, he has divided us more 
than ever with his class warfare 
and his racial/social division tac-
tics.

There has been absolutely zero 
transparency in this administra-
tion. We are trillions of dollars 
more in debt with nothing to 
show for it but a failing economy 
that will not survive another four 
years of his irresponsible spend-
ing.

Fundamental change appears 
to be a path to a socialist welfare 
state. Democrats can cry foul, but 
Mr. Obama is more about Social-
ism than he is about a Democratic 
Republic, read his book.

He has been more concerned 
about amnesty for illegal aliens 
in order to gain more votes, than 
for creating jobs for U.S. citizens. 
His foreign policies in the Middle 
East have been a total failure 
while he pays lip service to our 
one ally in the region, Israel.

He appears to bow to the feel-
ings of Islam while turning his 
back on Christians. He has weak-
ened our military and weakened 
our image of strength and depend-
ability throughout the world. 
Even when he and his party were 
in complete control they didn’t 
pass a budget and some still think 
he deserves another chance.

Wake up people. The very 
values that make this country 
great are under attack from a rad-
ical left wing, socialist progres-
sive liberal administration and if 
allowed to continue will lead to 
nothing short of the destruction 
of our way of life.

Mr. Obama had his chance 
and totally blew it. Let’s give Mr. 
Romney a chance, and if he fails 
we will throw him out in 2016.

Paul Willaford,
Saluda 

Wake up

How are we doing?  First GDP 
Growth: 2012 QI 2.0; QII 1.3, 
projection for 2012 2.1, 2013 1.4.  
(Kiplinger projects 2012 @ 2.0).  
We’ll know advance estimate 
of QIII on October 26th @ 8:30 
a.m.

Now let’s look at employment: 
2012 to date + 1.7 million, com-
parable 2011 + 1.8 million.  2013 
projection + 2 million which 
equates to + 167K per month 
required to achieve.  The trend 
of the declining rate of increase 
of the past three months:  July + 
181K, August + 142K, Septem-
ber + 114k.  Not encouraging.  
Most discouraging in the Sep-
tember employment data is the 
increase in the number of “invol-
untary part-time for economic 
reasons” from 8.0 million to 8.6 
million--in just 1 month!  Drop in 
the unemployment rate to 7.8% 
masks some ugly reality.

Finally, let’s look at Federal 
Debt:  End FY 2010 = $13.562T, 
end FY 2011 = $14.790T, end 
FY 2012 = $16.066T.  FY 2011 
increased $1.228T and FY 2012 
increased $1.276T.  Ongoing fed-
eral deficit spending exceeding 
$106 billion  per month is signifi-
cant economic stimulus.  It’s not 
working.  Current leadership at 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
gets an “F.” It’s time for new lead-
ership.

Dana J. Gilmour,
Ocran

‘Slug’ economy

After working a 12-hour day, 
I was cruising down the last leg 
of a 100-mile drive and was deer-
struck on Route 360 between Vil-
lage and Callao close to Bethany 
Baptist Church.

I punched down the airbag 
blocking my view, put on my 
flashers, and limped my vehicle 
into the church driveway dazed 
and confused. A flock of angels 
met me in the parking lot. They 
went by the name of “Boy 
Scouts.”

Leaving their meeting they 
heard the strike and my horn con-
tinuously sounding. Running out 
to see what all the commotion 
was about they saw me limping 
up the drive, emergency flashers 
my only lights. These kind people 
of varying ages were a true God-
send.

After making sure that I was 
okay, they phoned the police, let 
me use the restroom, and stayed 
with me until my husband and the 
police arrived. All the while gently 
comforting me with friendly con-
versation showing true interest in 
my well-being.

 In today’s atmosphere of petty 
polarities, it is really life-affirm-
ing to experience such love and 
support from total strangers on a 
very dark stretch of road. Bethany 
Baptist Church is a Sanctuary of 
Light.

Your members who so gra-
ciously give time to be mentors 
are everyday saints, as are the 
Scouts (boys and girls) for being 
there prepared, and the officers 
who serve us all. Our guardian 

Kindness counts angels work overtime to connect 
us to remind us that every breath 
is a gift. 

Ruth E. Forrest,
BA,CMT,NCBTMB, Reedville

YOUR LETTERS

Human events had a good 
article on our need to increase 
private sector jobs and 
become energy independent. 
The energy companies try to 
comply with EPA regulations, 
but cannot keep up with the 
sudden changes in the rules by 
executive order.

The Romney job  recovery 
starts with energy.

Coal plants are being closed 
when we have made great 
strides with clean coal. Many 
miners have been put out of 
work, 1,200 in Virginia a few 
weeks ago. Half of the nation’s 
electricity comes from coal 
and is the least expensive. We 
have wasted taxpayer money 
on failed solar plants especially 
when they need back-up power.     
For every megawatt hour of 
wind energy generated, the tax 
payer pays $56 compared to 64 
cents for coal-fired or natural 

Seven ways to fire 
up the economy

gas-fired generation.
The aftermath of Fukushima 

nuclear industry has stepped up 
safety measures and nuclear is 
a low carbon alternative. With 
American ingenuity I bet there 
will be a discovery on how to 
reuse those spent rods. There 
is no reason not to safely use 
caves for storage.    

We need the abundant oil 
supplies Alaska offers and is 
no danger to wildlife. Caribou 
seek shelter and warmth from 
the pipelines. The drilling area 
in Alaska is the size of Dulles 
Airport in a state bigger than 
Texas and several other states 
combined.  Off-shore drill-
ing is safer here than in other 
countries.

Why should we support 
countries that are not our 
friends and whose products 
have to be shipped here?

Ethanol at the 15% level will 
destroy marine engines and 
most cars, even newer ones and 
is less energy efficient. This 
has also raised the price of corn 
for the food supply. 

Regulators in New York 
determined that “no signifi-
cant adverse  impact to water 
resources is likely to occur” 
due to hydraulic fracturing. 
This could be a tremendous 
source of oil and gas.

Vote for Mitt Romney and 
get the economy going again. 
President Coolidge said “the 
business of America is busi-
ness.” It still is. 

Joan Blackstone,
White Stone 

Within a few days millions of 
Americans will go to the polls 
and choose who they want to 
lead the country for the next 
four years.

The current president, who 
can give a good speech pro-
vided he can read it on a 
teleprompter, wants another 
four years to “…fundamen-
tally change America” to a 
European-style socialism. His 
opponent is an accomplished 
man who believes in American 
exceptionalism and the capital-
ist system that made this coun-
try the strongest and greatest 
the world has ever known.

The current president has 
proven himself to be com-
pletely inept at leadership and 
managing an environment 
that will encourage Ameri-
can business to maintain and 
expand its workforce. Instead, 
he has devoted the power of 
the presidency to develop an 
extensive and costly healthcare 
system that the great majority 
of American citizens and their 
representatives do not want 
while killing existing jobs and 
discouraging the creation of 
thousands of American jobs 
in the petroleum, fishing and 
mining industries to name a 
few.

Under his guidance, Amer-
ica has lost its triple A financial 
rating. Opposing the president, 
we have a man of integrity and 
exceptional management abil-
ity who is a proven leader, both 
in business and government, 

A clear choice

with a record of working with 
members from both sides of 
the aisle.  

As we head to our respec-
tive precincts to cast our votes 
for president, the choice for 
president should be obvi-
ous for Americans who love 
our country and want to see 
America return to the power 
and greatness it enjoyed prior 
to the election of the amateur 
currently residing in the oval 
office.

Garey Conrad,
Urbanna

As the Democratic and 
Republican Party elites engi-
neer their intensive advertis-
ing campaigns to push their 
candidates to electoral victory 
in our fair battleground state 
of Virginia, Governor Gary 
Johnson and Judge Jim Gray 
are travelling the country on 
a grassroots mission to prove 
to America that real change 
comes with their platform of 
socially tolerant, fiscally con-
servative reforms.

Johnson, a two-term gover-
nor of New Mexico, received 
little favor from the Republi-
can Party during the presiden-
tial primary despite his admi-
rable service in a state that was 
controlled by Democrats and 
in need of fiscal repair. An ide-
alistic entrepreneur, Governor 
Johnson has lived the Ameri-
can dream through hard work 
and a sincere regard for Ameri-
can civil liberties and fiscal 
responsibility.

The Johnson-Gray Admin-
istration proposes to present a 
balanced budget to Congress 
in their first year, withdraw 
our troops from Afghanistan, 
advocate for the legalization 
of marijuana and the return of 
civil liberties to the American 
people via legislative actions, 
and promote environmental 
sustainability.

Effectively speaking, the 
Johnson-Gray Administration 
will listen to the people in a 
dynamic way not seen since the 
advent of the Republic.

I encourage all voters to 
educate themselves on the 
advantages of supporting the 
election of a proven politi-
cal and business leader by 
placing Gary Johnson in the 
White House. The politically-
disillusioned among us should 
not have to settle for the status 
quo. I wholeheartedly support 
“The People’s President” and 
his civil libertarian approach to 
government.

Ryan G. Haywood,
Gloucester, 

State Campus Coordinator,
Johnson for President

America needs
Johnson-Gray

Last call for campaign 
letters: Thursday, Octo-
ber 25, is the final edition 
for letters-to-the-editor 
regarding the November 6 
election. Please remember 
to keep letters under 300 
words.

No campaign letters will 
be published November 1.

Just  in case you haven’t 
heard, there’s a big festival 
coming up in Urbanna the first 
weekend of November.

The Mojo Music Festival 
opens Thursday, November 1, 
and continues through Saturday, 
November 3, at Cafe Mojo on 
Virginia Street.

It coincides unofficially with 
the annual Urbanna Oyster 
Festival. In fact it evolved as a 
result of the Oyster Festival as 
the popular restaurant and night 
spot added entertainment to the 
festival weekend menu board.

The Mojo Music Festival 
gained momentum when Cheryl 
Nystrom and Jim Ball of Mercy 
Creek fame helped coordinate 
the musical talent and manage 
the sound system, with support 
from Stuck On A Name.

Mercy Creek will take the 
stage at 10 p.m. November 1.

From noon to midnight 
November 2, there will be 
performances by Panic Years, 
Shane Cooley, Sweet Leda, 
James Justin & Co., Stuck On A 
Name and Mercy Creek.

The music continues from 
noon to 6 p.m. November 3 
with Guy Burlage & Victor 
Paul, Panic Years, Stuck On A 
Name and Mercy Creek.

Based in Weems, Mercy 
Creek performs original music 
they call aggressive folk rock. 
Singer/guitarist Nystrom and 
song-writing partner/drum-
mer Ball combine elements of 
modern folk, world beat, rock, 
and hints of blues and bluegrass 
to create music that is fresh.

Mercy Creek has released six 
independent albums and has 
been a full-time performing act 
since 1998, playing across the 
country at clubs, festivals and 
concerts.

Other acts with local roots 
include award-winning, song-
writing, international record-
ing artist Shane Cooley from 
Monaskon. 

From rock to folk, Cooley 
has recorded 13 albums and 
EPs.

James Justin & Co. is fronted 
by guitarist, vocalist and song-
writer James Justin Burke, who 
says he grew up with the sounds 
of his mother’s church choir and 
his father’s classic rock records.

Joining Burke are two long-
time collaborators and child-
hood friends, Bailey Horsley on 
banjo and vocals and Tom Prost 
on upright bass and vocals.

Burke and Horsley grew up 
around here. The trio has two 
albums out.

Stuck On A Name is a 
reggae/ska/punk rock band 
based in Urbanna.

Members are Drew Luffey, 
Joe Gaskins, Johnny Brinkley 
and Josh Wright.

They play originals, cover 
some classic favorites from 
these genres and others, adding 
a reggae/ska twist.

Break out your dancing shoes 
and head across the Rappahan-
nock to festival central. 
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OFFER VALID FOR NEW CUSTOMERS WHO OPEN A CHECKING ACCOUNT Referral Payment: Referral payment will be credited to 
your checking account within 60 days of account opening and once terms of the offer have been met. The referral award value will be 
reported to IRS as taxable income. This offer may be changed or withdrawn at any time. Public Funds are non-eligible for the referral 
program. New Customer: You must present a referral number given to you by the person who referred you. $25 referral award will be 
paid once you set up and post a direct deposit of $100 or more a month or use your debit card for fi ve or more purchases of at least 
$10 within 60 days of account opening. All accounts are subject to our normal approval process. Eligibility: Must be a new customer 
of Union First Market Bank. Individuals or businesses that were owners of any Union First Market Bank checking account that closed 
in the last six months are non-eligible. You must have a Union First Market Bank checking account in good standing at the time of 
payment to receive the referral award. This offer cannot be combined with any other offer. Customers must reside in Virginia. 

Refer us to your friends and if they open a checking account we’ll pay each of you 
$25, once they make a direct deposit or complete fi ve debit card purchases. 

Share the love and the reward at Union First Market Bank.

Member

FDIC

Share the love.
Refer a new checking customer.

You get $25. They get $25.

Register and share with friends and family at
bankatunion.com/sharethelove

FREE
Checking!

Share the love &

“Making Memories since 1969”“Making Memories since 1969”

How Much Are You Worth?
Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?

Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist

By Appointment
Thursday, October 25, 2012

10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS

YOUR LETTERS

Inflation, in the monetary 
sense, is a general and progres-
sive increase in prices. It is also 
the act of filling something up 
with air. 

It’s become obvious that 
the present political track our 
country is running on will, 
in all likelihood, destroy our 
economy. We now have trillions 
in national debt, with resulting 
burdens that future genera-
tions could not even repay with 
today’s dollars. The printing 
press has given us temporary 
relief, but it has also allowed 
many of our procrastinating 
political leaders to convince 
themselves that over-printing 
and borrowing money fixes 
their compounding overreach.

Printing/inflating the dollar 
to fix overreach destructively 
passes weakened currency into 
the economy and causes all 
citizens to unnecessarily pay 
more to get less for their dollar. 
Quoting Thomas Sowell, “If we 
can’t afford to pay for doctors, 
hospitals and medication now, 
how can we afford to pay for 
doctors, hospitals, medication– 
plus a government bureaucracy 
to administer it?”

Besides raising taxes, their 
way to pay for this is for gov-
ernment to print and/or borrow 
more money to fund its already 
over-blown bureaucracy, which 
thereby draws prices up for 
everything we purchase—and 
all of us will continue to pay 
out more because of this cru-
cial, wrong-headed, monetary 
mistake.

As the presidential election 
approaches, the question to ask 
is, are you better off now, and 
do you think we will be better 
off under this current adminis-
tration’s gross fiscal mis-man-
agement for another four more 
years?

Or do we want an admin-
istration in office who prom-
ise to reverse this trend, and 
is concerned with decreasing 
bureaucracy and government 
spending, or at least reining it 
in?

That is, capably attempting 
to get us off this unsustainable, 
inflationary track by reinvigo-
rating and turning the economy 
around, which would thus fill 
the treasury’s coffers with a 
worthwhile currency—one 
that’s not made up from thin 
air or borrowed from another 
country.

Matt W. Johnston, 
Morattico

Administration is
defined by inflation

President Obama disregards 
the Constitution’s separation 
of powers. In his inauguration, 
the Chief Justice entreated him 
to carry out all the laws of our 
Republic. I cite the following 
examples of his egregious vio-
lation of his own oath.

Without authority, he 
directed the Secretary of HHS 
to re-write the acceptable defi-
nitions for “work,” an integral 
component of the Welfare 
Reform Law passed by a bi-
partisan Congress and signed 
by President Clinton. “Accept-
able” work now includes clean-
ing one’s own house and loung-
ing on the sofa. This is a clear 
violation of the Constitution 
which vests the Congress with 
legislative power and cites the 
president’s fundamental duty 
to carry out all the laws.

He created a program (the 
Dream Act), a path to perma-
nent residency for a large seg-
ment of illegal immigrants. 
No matter how worthy this 
program may be, the Congress 
twice rejected it. It’s true that 
the president’s program has a 
2-year “trial period” but virtu-
ally all government programs 
develop permanency.

He directed that only ille-
gal immigrants involved in 
criminal activities or who pose 
a threat to national security 
would be deported, so that non-
criminal illegal immigrants 
enjoy benefits of residency at 
the taxpayers’ expense.

Two weeks ago, he asked 
defense contractors to ignore 
the WARN Act by not send-
ing out sequestration-related 
layoff warnings which could 
result in votes against him. He 
even committed to pay for any 
resulting litigation, although 
some in Congress vow not to 

Replace the 
Gang of Three

make such payments.
Senate Majority Leader 

Harry Reid and Attorney Gen-
eral Holder are in full league 
with President Obama in ignor-
ing the Constitution, so that 
we the people effectively have 
no advocate for constitutional 
governance.

Let us replace the Gang 
of Three: Obama, Reid and 
Holder and return to the rule of 
law for America.

Sam Marshall,
White Stone

The recent debate between 
vice presidential candidates 
was a prime example of why 
nothing productive has been 
accomplished for four years in 
Washington.

One candidate didn’t listen 
and didn’t allow his oppo-
nent to speak by interrupting 
a count of 72 times during the 
90-minute debate. While he 
was all smiles and full of loud 
inappropriate laughing, his 
behavior was rude, crude and 
unattractive.

The other candidate spoke 
respectfully, attempted to tell 
his opponent that lowering tax 
rates had worked in past years. 
The other voice bellowed out  
“That won’t work, it’s never 
worked.” His opponent quickly 
reminded the audience it did 
work under both Presidents 
Kennedy and Reagan.

Hopefully the voters will 
elect a president and vice presi-
dent who have a seriousness of 
the dire situation our country 
is in economically and  in our 
relations with other countries, 
especially our allies. We need 
leaders who treat people with 
common courtesy and respect, 
not those who have such uncivil 
behavior.

One wonders if the promi-
nent teeth showing throughout 
the debate were just as false 
as the words coming from the 
interrupter’s mouth.

Lyn Neira,
Lancaster

What’s wrong
in Washington?

There is an ongoing war for 
the soul of America between 
the left leaning progres-
sive socialist represented by 
Obama and the home grown, 
life loving, freedom fighters of 
America.

It is no accident:

and we no longer feel safe 
thanks to “Fast and Furious,” 
unchecked drug runners, and 
the influx of 12 million illegal 
aliens.

(NAU) is in place to replace 
our sovereignty with a new 
global government.

become a bilingual country.

lost in a morass of meaning-
less verbiage, spewed by left 
wing ideologues and media 
pundents. 

used to facilitate the transfer 
of American assets to special 
interest, global takeover artists 
and third world countries.

attempting to redistribute 
wealth to those who have not 
earned the right to it.

Democrats are being imple-
mented to transform America 
from a Republic to a debt-rid-
den Communist, Third World 
country.

Card Check and Obamacare 
are being done to drive a stake 
through the heart of America.

The last four years have been 
the greatest power grab in his-
tory of the civilized world. It 
is conspiratorial in its intent, 
its implementation and its 
socialist, communist, left lean-
ing agenda. None dare call it 
conspiracy, but that is exactly 
what it is. It is treason.

Washington is supposed 
to represent the heartland of 
America, but it does not.

“We the People” want our 
country back. We want our 
sovereignty kept in tact. We do 
not want to owe our souls to 
banks, globalist, jihadist, ter-
rorist or lying politicians.

We shall prove this when 
we repossess our country 
November 6 by voting for Mitt 
Romney and Paul Ryan.

Robert D. Ruffin,
Virginia Beach

It’s no accident

As recent events in Libya dem-
onstrated, enemies can strike any-
where and anytime; a strong mili-
tary defense is vital to preserve 
peace and protect our national 
interests.

Yet the current administra-
tion’s policy is to cut our national 
defense budget.  Cuts of $487 
billion over the next 10 years are 
being carried out.  “Sequestra-
tion,” or automatic defense cuts 
will require another $492 billion 
in cuts, if Congress does not act 
soon.

While changing our national 
leadership at the top is essential, 
we also need to support those 
congressional leaders who have 
fought these devastating attacks 
on military preparedness.

Rep. Rob Wittman has shown 
his commitment to fight to sup-
port and equip the armed forces 
of the U.S. in the war against ter-
rorism. He also has shown us that 
he fights for the needs of those 
who served when they come back 
home.

Wittman is a member of the 
important House Armed Services 
Committee, and chairman of the 
Oversight and Investigations 
Subcommittee. He also serves as 
chairman of the Naval Academy 
board of visitors.

He has shown by word and 
deed during his service in Con-
gress that he has the skills and 
expertise to continue to fight for 
peace through strength.

For a safe and strong nation, 
please join me in supporting 
Rob Wittman for re-election on 
November 6.

Franklin D. Smith,
Morattico

Support Wittman

We’ve tried charisma and inex-
perience for the last four years 
and it has achieved little for us 
but promises which can’t be kept, 
crushing national debt and loss of 
international respect.

Now it is time for competence 
and proven managerial ability, 
without foreign apology.

Clearly the Obama administra-
tion is dead in the water, bereft of 
new ideas and unable to turn the 
economy around. It has pursued a 
legislative agenda so far to the left 
as to make effective compromise 
impossible in the Congress, lead-
ing to paralysis in our govern-
ment. He has embraced extreme 
social policies such as gay mar-
riage which offend people of all 
religious faiths.

Obama has lacked the courage 
to tell the American people the 
truth about the perilous state of 
our nation’s finances. His prom-
ises are based on endless bor-
rowed money. He pretends that 
“taxing the rich” can be an easy 
solution when that won’t come 
close to closing the deficit. In 
essence he is trying to buy your 
vote through a massive fraud. The 
solutions he proposes constitute 
a mere drop in the bucket com-
pared to the size of the problem.

Gov. Romney brings to this 
crisis an abundance of experience 
as governor of a major state. As 
a businessman his specialty was 
turning around failing companies. 
He applied this experience in res-
cuing the Salt Lake City Olym-
pics from corruption and failure, 
proving his business experience 
is applicable in the public sector.

Gov. Romney is the man we 
need now as president, a man 
with the courage to make the hard 
decisions, a man with the leader-
ship abilities to restore American 
confidence, rebuild our economy 
and run our government with 
businesslike prudence and effi-
ciency.

Please join me in voting for 
Mitt Romney for president.

Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

Vote for Romney

I have enjoyed reading the 
RR since childhood. I even 
wrote articles for “The Pitch” 
(good and bad) back in the 
mid-’80s when I was a junior/
senior at L.H.S. which was 
the student-written portion of 
the Record and was published 
weekly for some time, but was 
eventually done away with 
either by the school or paper. 
Maybe both.

The one thing that always 
drove me crazy about the 
Record is all the typos that 
appear. I tried to ignore it, 
because I am no stellar gram-
marian, but when the editor 
seems not to proof his own 
work or get an assistant to do 

‘Poor’ me another! 

it, I decided to finally open my 
big mouth through this iPad.

You used the adjective “poor” 
instead of the verb “pour,” as in 
pour the bourbon...

People may think that my 
point is trivial, but there is still 
one more thing I would like to 
point out while I am at it. 

Folks already take their 
bourbon consumption fairly 
seriously around here. You had 
some good advice I guess. I 
never thought that folks who 
drank Beam were too con-
cerned with cleansing their pal-
ates. No offense! They would 
all agree.

Diana C. Rose,
White Stone

We are still in need of election officials to work on Election 
Day, November 6. It will take approximately 55 election officials 
to run and operate our polling precincts.

Lancaster County has seven precincts that will need roughly 
eight to 10 officers each. Election officers work at the polls to 
ensure elections are run in an honest and well-organized manner. 
Election officers are a vital part of the election process and play 
a key role in our elections.  

All election officers are required to attend a training class. The 
training will be held on Wednesday, October 24, at 9:30 a.m. and 
you are paid for your time. You will work with experienced elec-
tion officials—chief and assistant chief officers at each precinct.

You can serve if you:

If you can attend the above scheduled training and can work 
on Election Day, call the Lancaster County Voter office as soon 
as possible at 462-5277.

The 99th District Tea 
Party will host Edgar Dole-
man of Heathsville at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 23, at the 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department firehouse 
at 5170 Mary Ball Road in 
Lively, according to com-
munications chairman Lynn 
Neira. His topic will be, “Post 
Election—Where Does the 
Tea Party Go From Here?”

Doleman is a graduate of 
Virginia Military Institute 
earning a degree in phys-
ics and a commission in the 
infantry, said Neira.

His military service 
included tours in Germany, 
Vietnam, Korea and various 
stations in the  U.S., includ-
ing the University of Rich-
mond where he taught mili-
tary history. His first tour 
in Vietnam he commanded 
an infantry company in the 
First Cavalry Division. On 
his second tour, Doleman 
was advisor to a Vietnamese 

Voter News
by Susan Jett, Lancaster County Voter Registrar

Doleman is Tea Party speaker on October 23
infantry battalion.

After retirement from the 
Army, he wrote one of the 
Time Life “The Vietman 
Experience” book series 
titled The Tools of War.  
Doleman entered the infor-

mation technology industry 
and now retired, works part 
time as a consultant for his 
former company.

He and his wife, Donna, 
have four daughters and two 
grandchildren. 
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MATHEWS—In honor of 
National Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Awareness Month and 
National Family Caregivers 
Month, the Bay School Com-

Main Street in Mathews will 
host the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation’s Memories in the 
Making Art Exhibit.

The show will open Octo-

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.
 The show will feature 

by people with Alzheimer’s 
and other forms of dementia, 
said Ellie Galloway, regional 
director of the Middle Penin-
sula/Northern Neck Branch 
of the Greater Richmond 
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association. 

The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion Memories in the Making 
Program began in 1986 when 
Selly Jenny, caregiver, board 
member, and artist began to 
explore how the use of art 
would allow people with 
dementia to express their 
feelings and communicate 
without the use of language.

In early 2010, the Middle 
Peninsula/Northern Neck 
Branch of the Greater 
Richmond Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
began the Memories in the 
Making Art Program, said 
Galloway. The focus of this 
program is f inding a way to 
“connect” with the individual 
with dementia and using art, 
music or dance to help make 
that connection. 

The goal of the Memories 
in the Making Art Program 
is to create public awareness, 
provide education, and most 
importantly, to enhance the 
quality of life for those living 
with dementia and their fam-
ilies, she said.

KILMARNOCK—The Middle Peninsula/
Northern Neck Branch of the Greater Rich-
mond Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association 
will conduct its first Reasons to Hope fundrais-

at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club.
Reasons to Hope breakfasts play a critical 

role in efforts to meet the growing demands 
of Alzheimer’s, noted 
Frank McCarthy, owner/
director of Visiting 
Angels NNMP.

The goal of this one-
hour, free breakfast and 
program is to raise awareness and unrestricted 
funds through multiple-year pledges, said 
McCarthy.

Funds raised at these events have helped 
the Alzheimer’s Association provide services 
and support for over 10,000 people annually 
through:

plan of care.

including a 24-hour helpline and online 
resources.

those who wander.
-

givers.

into the causes, treatment and cure for Alzheim-
er’s disease

support on the state and federal levels.
This is a free breakfast for people to come and 

learn more about the organization, said McCa-
rthy. It’s a fundraiser as 
attendees will be asked 
to consider making a 
contribution. 

"We want people to 
come and find out about 

the great programs and services offered by the 
Alzheimer’s Association and if inspired and 
able to do so, to support its work through vol-
unteerism and/or financial support," he said. 
"We are fully booked for this event as we have 
12 Table Hosts and their guests totaling over 
100 supporters to help fight Alzheimer’s in the 
Northern Neck."

For more information about the Alzheimer’s 
Association, or the Reasons to Hope Breakfast, 
contact Ellie Galloway, regional director of the 
Middle Peninsula/Northern Neck Branch of the 
Greater Richmond Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 

gmail.com.

Lancaster community leaders recognized
The Lancaster County branch of the NAACP held its Freedom Fund Banquet October 14 at The Beacon in Topping. Several 
community leaders were recognized for their contributions to the county. From left are Keith Avery, Joseph Curry, Brenda 
Campbell, the Rev. Rowena Davenport, Dr. James E. C. Norris (accepting for his father, Dr. Morgan E. Norris), Dr. Elton Smith, 
Dorothy Noel, Berry Waddy, Melvin Howard, Ulysses Turner (accepting for his brother James Turner), Melvin Veney and Clarence 
Doggett.  

Heathsville 
Farmers Market 

Sat., Oct. 20:  9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
              

LAST Farmers Market for the Season. 
Buy your fall produce, plants and 
items for the upcoming holidays!   

For information: 580-3377
 

Would you like to be a 
Vendor for Golden Village Christmas?  

Saturday, December 1st 
Call for Information:  804-580-3377 

Choosing to live at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury means having a plan  

in place for your retirement years. RWC offers a worry-free lifestyle that provides  

the peace of mind of continuing care, if ever needed. And, you can  

select from housing options, meal plans and more that fit your life 

and budget, now and in the future. So, move to RWC and stop 

worrying about life’s “what ifs.” To learn more, call to request  

your complimentary copy of our Embrace Life Today DVD.

804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444  www.embracelifeatrwc.org  132 Lancaster Drive  Irvington, Virginia 22480 

Embrace life on your terms.

Equal Housing Opportunity  © 2012 RWC
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Every 68 seconds, someone
develops Alzheimer’s disease. 

Some 100 supporters expected
for Reasons to Hope breakfast

Memories in 
the Making
to show at
Bay School
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Editor@RRecord.com
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You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Troy ext.  15


