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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Full court photos
See Lancaster High School Red Devils varsity 
basketball highlights from their 62-53 win over 
Essex at RRecord.com.
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KILMARNOCK— Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital and Bon Secours Virginia 
Health System have entered into an affili-
ation agreement aimed at enhancing clini-
cal care and accessibility for residents in 
the Rappahannock General (RGH) service 
area. Talks between the two entities began 
last year when a formal letter of intent was 
signed. 

“This relationship is something we’ve 
been eager to formalize for some time,” 
said RGH chief executive officer James M. 
Holmes Jr. “We have had a long-standing 
association with Bon Secours, and this 
agreement will make it possible for us to 
expand the care we deliver to patients. We 
are very excited about the positive changes 
that are coming.”

RGH will remain an independent com-
munity-based hospital. The hospital, gov-
erned by a board of directors made up of 

community leaders, will continue with the 
current governance model.

The affiliation will be a clinical collabo-
ration, expanding services at RGH. 

“Our intent with this agreement is to 
work with Rappahannock General in a way 
that benefits the hospital and the commu-
nity it serves,” said Bon Secours Virginia 
Health System chief executive officer Peter 

J. Bernard. “It’s a solid hospital with a 
history of delivering excellent care to the 
community. We want to help Rappahan-
nock General enhance its services.”

Key components of the agreement 
include:

increased access to medical specialists. 

health services.

physicians to meet the needs of the com-
munity.

RGH staff. 
According to Holmes, the affiliation 

will make it possible for RGH to provide 
expanded services to the community with-
out relinquishing operational control. 

“Our goal always is to provide the best 
possible patient care,” said Holmes. “This 
arrangement allows us to expand services 
and continue to operate as an independent 
sole community hospital. 

“I also expect this agreement to have 
a very positive economic impact on our 
community,” said Holmes. “Increasing the 
services available at Rappahannock Gen-
eral will drive job creation. This is a win 
for our entire community.” 

Rappahannock General and Bon Secours
enter into ‘clinical collaboration’ agreement

The public is invited to attend an open forum at 6 p.m. 
February 2 at the RGH Rehabilitation and Sports Medi-
cine Center on William B. Graham Court, off Harris 
Drive. Representatives from RGH and Bon Secours will 
be available to answer questions from the community. 

Rappahannock Com-
munity College has 

been working at top 
speed to ready the new 
Kilmarnock Center, in 
the Chesapeake Com-
mons Shopping Center 
on Main Street in Kil-
marnock for its grand 
opening Saturday, Janu-
ary 21.

Virginia Community 
College System chancel-
lor Dr. Glenn Dubois 
will be an honored guest 
at the event, said public 
information officer Tom 
Martin. Visitors can tour 
the Center from 1 to 3 
p.m. and meet many of 
the faculty and staff.

The space has been 
wired for multiple 
computer stations and 
phones, interactive 
video classes, and secu-
rity installations, said 
Martin.

The décor is designed 
to match the newly-
renovated Glenns and 
Warsaw campuses,he 
said.

The facility offers 
local access to aca-
demic, adult education, 
and workforce training 
classes, said Martin. It 
features a nursing lab, 
testing center, student 
lounge area and commu-
nity room. This collage represents weeks of work preparing the former retail space for academic use.

RCC Kilmarnock Center plans grand opening

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervisors 
last Thursday re-elected District 5 
supervisor Ronnie Jett as chairman 
and District 2 supervisor Richard 
Haynie as vice chairman.

Jett was re-elected chairman 
by a 4-0 vote upon a motion by 
District 3 supervisor James Long, 
seconded by District 1 supervisor 
Joe Self. Jett abstained.

Haynie was re-elected vice 
chairman by a 4-0 vote upon a 
motion by Self, seconded by Long. 
Haynie abstained.

Following the re-organization 
the meeting proceeded with regu-
lar monthly business.

In evaluating funding options 
for the Reedville Sanitary Dis-
trict improvements, David Rose of 
Davenport & Company returned 
to the board with refinancing bids 
from BB&T and SunTrust banks.

After its November meeting, 
the board authorized Rose to seek 
out information from the bank-
ing community at no obligation to 
the county. At that meeting, Rose 
suggested the county take advan-
tage of current low interest rates 
to consider refinancing for debt 
service savings purposes and also 
to consider borrowing for the sani-
tary sewer fund needs and/or some 
portion of general fund needs.

Rose said the bids are much 
better than he anticipated. “This is 
a very well-run county financially. 

Northumberland leaders re-elected; sewer funding options discussed

From left are Northumberland board of supervisors chairman 
Ronnie Jett and vice chairman Richard Haynie.

by Shannon Rice

You really have maximized mini-
mal dollars,” said Rose.

He recommended the board 
advertise refunding the existing 
debt for 20 years with a 15-year 
locked interest rate of 3.32%. The 
rate would be reset during the 
last five years of repayment. This 
would shorten the county’s debt 
repayment by 14 years and save 
$800,000 in interest payments. 

Any new money available could 
be borrowed for a 10-year period, 
said Rose.

The cost of issuance for refi-
nancing has been estimated at 
$55,000 said Rose. BB&T requires 
a $5,000 closing fee as well.

“There should be some way 
they could at least give us a capital 
rate,” said Self.

Rose said capital rates aren’t 
given for counties as they are for 
individuals or businesses asking 
for a shorter amount of time.

Rose recommended that instead 
of paying $1 million for the 
needed sewer system improve-

ments in Reedville, the board 
should borrow that money and 
save its cash flow.

“We’re going to need quite a 
bit of money to carry us through,” 
said county administrator Kenny 
Eades.

At the board’s November meet-
ing, Rose noted that the county has 
some refunding opportunities in 
its three rural development loans. 
Refunding doesn’t require a public 
hearing but a hearing is required 
for decisions on new money.

Long moved to hold a public 
hearing regarding any new money 
on February 9. The motion was 
seconded by Haynie and unani-
mously approved.

“I have no problem advertising 
but that’s as far as I’m going right 
now,” said District 4 supervisor 
Tommy Tomlin.
Public hearings

The board moved quickly 
through its public hearings, tabling 
action on both conditional use 
permit requests. 

The first request, to allow farm-
ing with livestock (more than two 
horses) on property zoned residen-
tial waterfront, was tabled because 
applicant Matt McShane was not 
present.

The board also decided to table 
action on a request by Brenda and 
T. David Witten to place a single-
wide office trailer at 70 Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway for 
their contract food service com-
pany.

The Wittens are relocating 
from Atlanta and will hire two 
more employees. Brenda Witten 
said their original plan was to 
renovate a barn on the property 
but the tanking economy has 
made trailers their only viable 
option. The Wittens are currently 
working out of one trailer on the 
property.

“I usually support business 
growth development. However, 
I really can’t support a trailer in 
Burgess. Not only one, but two. 
I just think this sends a wrong 
sign to the business community in 
Burgess,” said John Hendrickson 
of Wicomico Church. 

Hendrickson added that he 
thought the current trailer was to 
only be a temporary structure.

Witten said the two trailers 
would be placed side-by-side, 
connected by a breezeway and 
skirted. The current trailer has 
siding and windows, a parking lot 
and sidewalk.

“I don’t know how we can make 
it any more than it is, which is a 
trailer,” said Witten. 

During the public comment 
period, Ron Herring suggested the 
board implement a rotating sched-
ule so that a supervisor attends all 
school board meetings. 

“That’s where a huge portion of 
the budget goes,” said Herring of 
the school system.

Herring also made a similar 
suggestion to the school board, 
asking them to provide a liaison 
for all supervisors’ meetings.

IRVINGTON—At last week’s 
town council meeting, members 
reappointed two citizens to their 
seats on the planning commission 
and added one additional member.

Michael E. Merrill of King Carter 
Drive will join the commission as a 
new member while Dave J. Raffetto 
and Suzanne Fisher-Mattingly were 
reappointed to another term. 

After a short discussion, council 
agreed to expand the commission 
rather than turn someone away who 
was interested in volunteering for the 
town.

In other business, council unani-
mously adopted all recommendations 
from a recent audit report for improv-
ing the financial controls of the town. 
The changes include increasing from 
two to four the number of members 
authorized to sign checks. Coun-
cil members Kathleen Pollard and 
Robert Westbrook were authorized 
as the additional signers. Also, coun-
cil agreed there should be two autho-
rized signers on checks.

In addition, members agreed to 
keep a log of all deposits, review-
ing and signing off on bank state-
ments and account reconciliation 
and adding the vehicle tag income as 
a line item in the budget. 

While council has implemented 
most of the changes, town clerk 
Jackie Burrell said she is still work-
ing on assigning a value to all physi-
cal structures.

Irvington expands
planning board;
adopts auditor’s
recommendations

by Audrey Thomasson

 “This is a very well-
run county finan-
cially. You really have 
maximized minimal 
dollars.”

 —David Rose,
Davenport & Company
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Get an education and 
give back to the com-

munity was the call Sunday 
during the 16th annual 
memorial breakfast for 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
at Queen Esther Baptist 
Church in Mollusk.

The congregation of 
men, women and children 
gathered to celebrate and 
hear Dr. Edison O. Jackson 
speak on Dr. King’s legacy 
of service and work for 
civil rights.

In a rousing celebra-
tion that brought people to 
their feet, Jackson not only 
looked back at Dr. King’s 
accomplishments and 
wisdom, he called on those 
present to approach life in 
the same positive ways; and 
he challenged children to 
get an education.

Jackson’s life is an 
example of the opportuni-
ties available to people who 
pursue an education.

He grew up on a farm in 
Heathsville. After attend-
ing Rosenwald School and 
graduating from Central 
High in 1961, Jackson 
earned degrees from 
Howard University, New 
York Theological Seminary 
and Rutgers University. 
He worked his way from 
the classroom to executive 
administrative positions 
at several colleges, with 
his career culminating in 
20 years as president of 
Medgar Evers College in 

Combine education and service for a 
rewarding life worthy of Dr. King’s legacy

Dr. Edison O. Jackson challenges 
people to make a positive change in 
their lives during a speech at Queen 
Esther Baptist Church in celebration 
of the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

“...If you want to say I was a drum major, say I was 
a drum major for justice; say that I was a drum 
major for peace; I was a drum major for righteous-
ness. And all of the other shallow things will not 
matter...” 

— Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Praise dancers performed and Keasia Smith read King’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech during the celebration.  

by Audrey Thomasson

New York. He moved back 
to Heathsville in 2009 to 
retire and currently serves 
as an educational consultant 
for several colleges.

“Dr. Martin Luther King 
day is not a holiday to 
relax—but to give back,” 
Jackson told parishioners. 
“Service is a price we pay 
to be living on this earth.” 

King wanted his works 
to be the legacy of his life, 
said Jackson, and his life 
was a lesson in how we 
should live our lives—serv-
ing others, being positive, 
stepping up in life through 
education, and not letting 
others’ limitations become 

ing ‘me, me, me.’ If you 
want to be a leader, you’ve 
got to serve God rather 
than yourself.” 

Jackson stressed the need 
and benefi ts of an educa-
tion no matter how impov-
erished one’s condition. 

“Education is the fastest 
elevator to the good life. 
My father was a farmer. He 
said I was never going to be 
a farmer, that I needed an 
education. Get an education 
because no one can take 
away your knowledge.”

“Dr. King said, ‘I’m not 
going to be constrained by 
what others think I ought 
to be.’ It might not be 
fashionable in your high 
school to thank God...” but 
Jackson said it is important 
to stand up for your beliefs 
and not be led astray by 
others. “You can’t choose 
what high school you go 
to, but you can choose your 

friends.”
Continuing on a positive 

theme, he also spoke of the 
benefi ts of positive think-
ing and speaking.

“I am a possibility 
seeker. I only speak good 
things. If you speak nega-
tivity, if you speak ‘I can’t 
do it,’ it will become your 
reality. Words can hurt 
because they stay with 
you. Stop complaining...
speak good things to your 
children and when you 
speak good things, good 
things will happen. Say ‘I 
am somebody. I’m a drum 
major for peace, for justice, 
for love,’ and God’s going 
to bless you with overfl ow.”

“Celebrate the life, 
legacy and work of Dr. 
King every day” he sug-
gested. “Don’t let it just 
be January 16 every year. 
Do it every day... it’s about 
what he’s done.”

Mahjong
sets now available

from

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207- Open 10 to 5

our limitations.
“Dr. King was born into a 

family of affl uence, but he 
chose to be a drummer for 
peace and love,” Jackson 
said. 

“He was a possibility 
thinker. His own people 
didn’t want the change 
because they didn’t want to 
give up their affl uence. He 
helped the masses...,” Jack-
son said. “God has blessed 
us abundantly. He gives the 
overfl ow for you to bless 
someone else. Stop think-

R I C H M O N D — V i r -
ginia First Lady Maureen 
McDonnell is seeking 
information regarding the 
Executive Mansion for 
publication in an upcom-

First Lady seeks items 
related to Virginia’s
Executive Mansion

ing book.
Celebrating its 200th 

anniversary in 2013, the 
Executive Mansion is 
the oldest continuously 
occupied governor’s resi-
dence in the country, said 
McDonnell.

A commemorative coffee 
table book chronicling the 
experiences of the Com-
monwealth’s 54 governors 
who have lived in the man-
sion will be released in 
the fall of 2012, she said. 
The book will be written 
by Virginia historian Mary 
Miley Theobald, with an 
introduction by David Bal-
dacci. It will be designed 
by Carol Roper Hoffl er.

“If you are a descendant 
of a former ‘First Family,’ 
or of someone who worked 
in the mansion, we’d love 
to have your stories about 
your ancestors and the 
mansion,” said McDon-
nell.  

They are also looking 
for old photographs of 
governors’ First Families 
taken in the mansion and 
any letters or objects with 
a history of being in the 
mansion they may exhibit.

Stories, or images may 
be mailed to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia 
Executive Mansion, P. O. 
Box 1475, Richmond, VA 
23218, or emailed to Exec-
utiveMansion@governor.
virginia.gov.
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Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against 15 individuals.
Felonies

 Daniel P. Kelly, 33, of 
Windmill Point Road was 
charged January 11 with 
arson (felony) and domestic 
assault and battery. 

Timothy L. Moody, 25, of 
Hampton was charged Janu-
ary 13 with grand larceny, 
obtaining money by false 
pretenses, forgery, attempt to 
obtain money by false pre-
tenses, and attempt to commit 
grand larceny (all felonies).

Holly R. Martin, 27, of 
Oyster Creek Drive was 
charged January 15 with 
grand larceny.

James L. Brooks Jr., 22, of 
Warsaw was charged January 
15 on Westmoreland warrants 
with forgery/uttering, obtain-
ing money by false pretense, 
and petit larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Browns Store road 
woman, 22, was charged 
January 10 with disorderly 
conduct.

A Paynes Creek Road 
woman, 34, was charged 
January 10 with  contempt of 
court.

A Kilmarnock woman, 44, 
was charged January 10 with 
nonpayment of court fines/
costs due. 

A Windmill Point Road 
man, 27, was charged Janu-
ary 11 with profane/threaten-
ing language over the public 
airway.

A Merry Point Road man, 
24, was charged January 11 
with contempt of court.

A Millpond Road man, 33, 
was charged January 11 with 
contempt of court.

A Dollhouse Road woman, 
21, was charged January 13 
with assault and battery.

A Leetown Road man, 20, 
was charged January 14 with 
contempt of court (arrest 
made subsequent to Jan. 13 response to sus-
picious person complaint on Rocky Neck 
Road).

A Mosquito Point Road man, 25, was 
charged January 15 with drunk driving. 

A Ronnoc Way man, 57, was charged Jan-
uary 16 with failure to appear in court.

An Irvington Road man, 24, was charged 
January 16 with domestic assault and bat-
tery.
Activity report

Jan. 10: Staff responded to Beach Road 
on a parental complaint of a 25-year-old man 
stalking a 16-year-old via social media and 
responded to New South Road to assist the 
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) with 
an arrest. 

Jan. 11:   Staff responded with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance (father/adult son) on 
Wiggins Avenue, to a traffic complaint on 
Oak Hill Road, to a suspicious person com-
plaint on Haydon Lane and with KPD to a 
residential burglary on East Church Street 
(KPD case). 

Jan. 12:  Staff discovered an open window 
to a Kilmarnock area business while con-
ducting routine late night business checks 
and checked on the well-being of Keep Safe 
program participants after prearranged tele-
phone contact could not be made (no emer-
gency services needed in either instance). 
Staff responded to a civil complaint from a 
Belmont Creek Road resident, to a protective 
order violation complaint on Belmont Creek 
Road, to an E911 disconnect call on Benson 
Road (domestic argument between siblings), 
to a shots fired call in the area of Holly Haven 
and Peake roads, to an assault call in the 900 
block of Irvington Road and to a runaway 
juvenile complaint on Benson Road (juve-
nile located as safe within 20 minutes and 
was returned home). Staff notified Dinwid-
die authorities of a medical emergency as 
reported by a third party via wireless E911 
and intercepted a reported drunk driver in the 
area of Mary Ball and Ocran roads. 

Jan. 13:   Staff met with a power company 
worker and a citizen who wished to return a 
power meter. Staff responded to Mary Ball 
and Goodluck roads to assist KPD with a 
traffic stop involving a wanted person, with 
KPD to a fight call on North Main Street and 
to a suspicious person complaint on Rocky 

Neck Road. 
Jan. 14:   Staff responded 

to Fleets Bay Road on a com-
plaint of persons knocking 
on the door late at night, to a 
destruction of property com-
plaint on Chesapeake Drive 
(Irvington golf cart sign), 
to a landlord/tenant dispute 
on Coleman Lane, and with 
Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to a medical emer-
gency reported by OnStar 
as a traffic crash (no traffic 
crash involved). Staff inves-
tigated a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Beach Road 
(driver making legitimate 
contact with property owner) 
and recovered a stray dog 
near a White Stone conve-
nience store (animal kept by 
private citizen in lieu of call-
ing out animal control; dog 
was released to owner the 
next day).  

Jan. 15:   Staff responded 
to Beach Road on a noise 
violation complaint that esca-
lated into a fight call, inves-
tigated a suspicious vehicle 
complaint at a Rocky Neck 
Road business (vehicle gone 
on arrival) and received a 
destruction of property report 
on an employee’s vehicle on 
Lancaster Drive ($174 loss). 

Jan. 16:  Staff responded 
to New South Road on an 
assault by threat/man with 
a gun complaint involving 
a child custody/visitation 
dispute and with KPD to a 
prowler complaint on Cedar 
Lane. 

Jan. 17:  Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after 
prearranged telephone con-
tact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), 
checked on the well-being of 
a Clover Lane resident at the 
request of a concerned out-
of-town family member (no 
emergency services needed) 
and referred a parent to the 
school board’s truancy officer 

with a complaint about a juvenile refusing to 
attend school.

The sheriff’s staff also conducted 27 traffic 
stops, issued eight summonses, assisted seven 
motorists, reported four deer strikes, handled 
three calls for traffic control, investigated 10 
building alarms, processed one mental health 
order and logged seven inmate transports.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded with the Kilmarnock VFD 
to a kitchen fire (arson charge) on Windmill 
Point Road. They also responded to a smoke 
report/controlled burn on Whaley Way.

The White Stone VFD also responded to 
a brush fire/controlled burn on Johns Neck 
Road.

The Kilmarnock VFD also responded to 
a vehicle fire on Tuckahoe Drive, a struc-
ture fire on Browns Store Road and with the 
Upper Lancaster VFD to a chimney fire on 
Bells Creek Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD also responded 
to an electrical fire on First Street.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
charges against seven individuals.
Felonies

 Martin Bernell Davis, 26, of Wicomico 
Church was charged January 9 with a Circuit 
Court probation violation.

 Terrell Marvay Noel, 35, of Heathsville 
was charged January 10 with credit card lar-
ceny.

Kyle Lee George, 27, of Burgess was 
charged January 11 with failure to appear in 
the Circuit Court on a felony charge of grand 
larceny.

Justin S. Feldman, 22, of Richmond was 
charged January 12 with burglary, destruc-
tion of property valued at $1,000 or more, 
and a misdemeanor charge of petit larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Warsaw man, 30, was charged January 9 
with failure to appear in the General District 
Court.

A Warsaw woman, 20, was charged Janu-
ary 11 with being an accessory after the fact 
in knowing that a person had committed a 
felony.

An Edwardsville man, 50, was charged 
with a second count of driving while intoxi-
cated within five years.

527 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone, Va

804-435-2000

Wine Specials & Gift Certifi cates 
Available

Now open and presenting daily 
lunch and dinner specials

Reservations accepted
Join Us!

Tuesday through Saturday
10 AM til closing

Coming soon Sunday Brunch

WINE & CHEESE COMPANY

Back From
Vacation!

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm Sunday 12noon - 5pm

(804) 769-9910
7283 Richmond-Tappahannock Hwy ylett,

email: LaCasaFurnitureInc@yahoo.com
WE BEAT OUR

COMPETITORS’ PRICES!

Fill your house without
emptying your wallet!

Buy any
Mattress
Set and Get
a Bedframe
FREE!

50%
OFF

ALL Mattress
Sets

Sofas starting at just $399
reg. $599

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302.

www.burkesjewelers.com

New Ring Wrong Size, 
New Watch too Big?  
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K I L M A R N O C K — A 
quick response by police 
last Thursday may have 
saved a family from harm 
during a home invasion on 
East Church Street. 

Kilmarnock police chief 
Mike Bedell reported armed 
and masked men stormed a 
home in the 300 block of 
East Church Street around 
9:50 p.m. Wednesday. 

An unmasked black man 
came to the back door of 
the residence with a story 
that he found a dog. “When 

the female resident opened 
the door, two or three other 
men in masks pushed their 
way in,” said Bedell. “Her 
boyfriend immediately ran 
out a side door and called 
police from his cell phone.”

Bedell, who was patrol-
ling Main Street at the time 
911 operators sent out the 
alarm, was at the home 
within seconds.

“The men pointed a gun 
in the victim’s face and 
demanded cash, but she 
told them she didn’t have 
any,” said Bedell. “My 
siren may have scared them 

away, because they grabbed 
a watch and were gone as 
quickly as they came in.”  

Bedell reported there 
were three children asleep 
upstairs during the incident. 
No one was harmed. 

Lancaster and Northumber-
land investigators and a Nor-
thumberland sheriff’s track-
ing bloodhound responded 
to the call and are assisting in 
the ongoing investigation.  

“We don’t believe this 
was a random incident. We 
think the perpetrators may 
have known someone in the 
house,” said Bedell.

Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 

information regarding 
the whereabouts  of three 
individuals.

James G. Evans Jr. is 
wanted for writing a bad 
check. His last known 
address is 423 East 
Church Street, Kilmar-
nock.

Jeffery W. Ferguson, 
37, is wanted for failure 
to obey a court order. 

He is described as a 
black male with black 
hair, brown eyes and 
glasses. He is 5 feet tall 
and weighs 174 pounds. 
His last known address is 
1077 White Chapel Road 
in Livley.

Bennie Terrio Lee, 28, 
is wanted for failure to 
appear in court to pay 
child support.

He is described as a 
black male with black 
hair and brown eyes. He 
is 5 feet 9 inches tall. 
His last known address 
is 62 Moonglow Lane in 
Heathsville.

Report information 
on any of these indi-
viduals to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers 
at 462-7463. Your call 
will not be recorded, you 
will not have to give your 
name, and you will not 
have to appear in court.

If your information 
is useful to law enforce-
ment, you could receive a 
reward up to $1,000

Lancaster Crime Solv-
ers is holding rewards for 
callers: 1299, 1293,1285, 
1284, 1238 and 1219.

Kilmarnock police 
report home invasion

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME
SOLVERS

K I L M A R N O C K —
Mayor Raymond Booth will 
deliver the annual state-of-
the-town address to town 
council at 7 p.m. Monday, 
January 23, in the Kilmar-
nock town hall at 514 North 
Main Street. 

Committee chairmen also 
are expected to report to 
council.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
planning commission 
will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, 
January 19, in the admin-
istration building at 8311 
Mary Ball Road in Lan-
caster.

Planners will consider a 
request for rezoning from 
Steven E. and Amy Q. Ash. 
They are seeking residen-
tial zoning for a 1.715-acre 
industrial parcel near the 
end of Johns Neck Road in 
Weems.

Also on the agenda is 
consideration of updates 
and changes to the first two 
chapters of the county’s 
Comprehensive Plan.

Discussion items include 
capital improvement budget 
requests by Lancaster 
County Schools for fiscal 
years 2012-17. 

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will 
meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
January 19, in the county 
courts building at 39 Judi-
cial Place in Heathsville.

Following the reorgani-
zation of the commission, 
public hearings will be held 
on two zoning ordinance 
amendments. The first would 
list “tourist home” as a con-
ditional use in the conser-
vation zoning district. The 
other would define “pawn-
broker shop” and “precious 
metals dealer shop” and list 
them both as conditional 
uses in the business general 
zoning district. 

Stuart McKenzie, envi-
ronmental planner for the 
Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission, will 
lead a discussion on the cli-
mate change vulnerability 
assessment.

The Agenda
Local Government News

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with 
a copy of the Rappahannock Record!

paper and online 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

The Northern Neck has a reputation for 
producing individuals who are intel-

lectually curious, folks who want to know 
more than what they see on the surface. In 
our time one of those whose mind never 
stopped working was Barbara Smith, who 
died last month at her home in Lewisetta.  

Barbara was a postal clerk, one whose 
face and distinctive deep voice were 
familiar to postal patrons all across the 
Northern Neck. She worked out of the 
Heathsville office, but frequently was on 
duty at Lottsburg, Burgess, Wicomico 
Church, and lastly at Nuttsville. She set 
a high standard for being obliging to her 
customers, always ready and eager to 
respond to their requests.  

When mail was misaddressed, she often 
would write a note on the back of the 
envelope, alerting the addressee that she 
had caught this one, but advising that the 
writer needed to be told about the correct 
address in order not to lose future mail. 
Nothing at all was too much trouble for 
Barbara. She knew the postal rules when-
ever one had a question, and liked being 
able to expedite the mail.  She was the 

type of employee that any business would 
want to have meeting the public.

She enjoyed knowing her customers 
beyond the element of getting their mail 
to them. She liked to chat about what 
she was doing, where she was going, and 
whom she had met. She never gossiped, 
but rather found pleasure in sharing good 
news.

One day she told me she had spent her 
weekend in Williamsburg whither she 
had gone after learning that the British 

comedy actor, John Inman, celebrated 
for his role as Wilberforce Claiborne 
Humphreys on the BBC program, “Are 
You Being Served?” was scheduled to be 
making several appearances there.

Barbara always did things in a big 
way, and the Williamsburg venture was 
typical of her ingenuity. She approached 
those who had arranged Inman’s tour 
and offered to drive “Mr. Humphreys” 
around the area and tell him some of 
the history of the place where America’s 
beginning had occurred. They had a great 
time together, seeing the historical sites, 
walking over the hallowed landscape, 
and sharing meals. When they parted she 
knew John Inman, but John Inman also 
knew Barbara Smith. 

Five years ago when I read Inman’s 
obituary, I clipped it and sent it to Barbara, 
who had missed the news of his death. She 
replied describing aspects of their meet-
ing, and remembering the actor not as a 
celebrity, but rather as a person, but that 
was how she knew everyone else. Strang-
ers for Barbara were truly people she had 
not met; all others were her friends.

She often spoke of retirement plans to 
travel with her husband, Johnny, to see 
more of the world. She wanted to live 
in different places to learn new customs 
and mores, to eat different foods, and to 
meet people of different cultures.  I recall 
asking her if she planned to engage with 
more famous people, to which she replied 
that maybe she would, and maybe she 
would not, but her goals were set. 

Unfortunately, this lady of boundless 
imagination and creative instincts had to 
take an early retirement due to the onset 
of serious illness. She died at the young 
age of 56, leaving many of us to conjure 
what she might have done had she been 
granted the time to pursue her interests in 
retirement. I do not know whether or not 
Barbara ever penned her memoirs, but I 
suspect that sadly for the rest of us, she 
did not. Written in her inimitable style, 
they would have been a best seller, but 
more importantly an impetus to those 
with latent creativity to live life to the 
fullest. Barbara did.

Barbara Packet Smith, March 15, 
1955–December 27, 2011.  R. I. P.

 She approached those 
who had arranged 
Inman’s tour and offered 
to drive “Mr. Humphreys” 
around the area and tell 
him some of the history of 
the place where America’s 
beginning had occurred.

Focal Point

Sunrise over Crane’s Creek

Photo by Richard Hall

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and 
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com, sub-
ject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

The Virginia General Assembly began 
its 2012 Session on Wednesday, January 
11 with all 100 delegates and 40 senators 
taking their oaths of office marking the 
beginning of their terms.

Media attention was focused squarely 
on the Senate, where the day’s business 
took considerably longer to complete.  
The election of 20 Republicans and 20 
Democrats guaranteed every aspect of 
opening day activities in the Senate would 
be closely monitored.

The media was waiting for a pitched 
partisan battle. What they got instead was 
a Senate with members disagreeing, but 
doing so in a thoroughly professional, 
courteous “senatorial” way.

The most contentious debates were 
marked by civility.  Instead of over-the-
top rhetoric and wild accusations, discus-
sions over the merits of changes to the 
rules, assignments to standing commit-
tees, and the constitutional prerogatives 
and responsibilities of the lieutenant gov-
ernor were the focus of the day.  These are 
not debate topics that guarantee excite-
ment among viewers and spectators.  But, 
they are important nonetheless.

The core of the disagreement between 
the two parties is the role of lieutenant 

governor, who presides over the Senate 
and is empowered by the Constitution 
of Virginia to break tie votes in all but a 
few circumstances. The responsibilities 
in Virginia are similar to those of the Vice 
President of the U.S., who as the presid-
ing officer of the U.S. Senate is empow-
ered to break ties.

Because Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling is a 
Republican, the Senate’s partisan “tie” 
effectively becomes a 21-to-20 Repub-
lican majority.  So for the first time in 
four years, Republicans are the majority 
caucus in the Virginia Senate.

 The first day of every General Assem-
bly session concludes with the governor’s 
State of Commonwealth Address.  Gov. 
Bob McDonnell marked the impressive 
progress Virginia has made over the last 
two years and detailed his legislative 
priorities.  Virginia now has the lowest 
unemployment rate in our region, and the 
governor is committed to continuing that 
progress.  His agenda includes multiple 
measures to further strengthen Virginia’s 
business environment to create jobs.

Gov. McDonnell also outlined propos-
als to streamline state government by 
reducing and consolidating some state 
agencies, departments, boards and com-

missions.  To keep government spending 
under control, he announced a new effort 
to study and address unfunded federal 
mandates.  He also proposed the greatest 
employer funding of the Virginia Retire-
ment System in Virginia history.

Making improvements and instituting 
reforms to Virginia’s education system 
is a major component of his agenda.  He 
proposed Virginia’s state-supported col-
leges and universities receive a significant 
funding boost.  He also proposed major 
reforms and increased funding for Vir-
ginia’s public schools.           

 We are now set up in our offices in 
Richmond.  My legislative assistant, 
Anne Creasy, is staffing our office here, 
located in Room 314 of the General 
Assembly Building.  You can contact 
us by sending an e-mail to District04@
senate.virginia.gov, or by sending a letter 
to Senate of Virginia, P.O. Box 396, Rich-
mond VA 23218-0396.  You can also call 
us at 698-7504.

This newspaper has generously agreed 
to print these columns during the session.  
This is a public service on their part, one 
for which I am very grateful.

Look here next week for more news 
from Richmond.

The year 2011 certainly had its share 
of frustrations and successes in Wash-
ington. However, each new year brings 
renewed hope that we can continue to 
enjoy those same freedoms that we 
currently enjoy, and that we can change 
those things that need to be improved.

In 2011, I focused on shifting 
Washington toward a climate of fiscal 
responsibility, and at every opportunity 
I supported efforts to cut spending, cap 
future spending, and to introduce a bal-
anced budget amendment.

However, I believe there is still a 
great amount of work to be done. I will 
continue fighting for increased trans-

parency in government spending, as 
well as eliminating wasteful expendi-
tures and bringing greater accountabil-
ity to the budgetary process.

I am hopeful that several bills I intro-
duced will be considered and passed 
by the House of Representatives in 
2012. One, H.R. 2173, would allow 
us to streamline the process to approve 
temporary infrastructure to test and 
develop offshore wind power along 
our coastlines. I believe this could be 
a significant step in harnessing sources 
of alternative energy, thereby decreas-
ing our reliance on foreign energy 
sources.

Another, H.R. 258, the Chesapeake 
Bay Accountability and Recovery Act, 
would implement improved manage-
ment and budgeting techniques to 
enhance accountability, coordination, 
flexibility and efficiency of bay resto-
ration efforts. I will continue to work to 
ensure that all partners are doing their 
part to protect and restore this critical 
natural resource.

These, and many other bills I sup-
port, are common-sense pieces of leg-
islation to help folks in the First District 
and across our Commonwealth.

It is also important at this time of 
year to keep in mind those who make 

sacrifices each and every day for our 
freedom: the men and women of our 
armed forces and their families. This 
day and every day, I hope that we can 
keep these folks in our thoughts and 
prayers.

As we continue into this New Year, 
I hope you will keep in touch with me 
as we strive to foster an environment of 
job creation and economic prosperity 
in the U.S.

If I can help you or your family in 
any way, contact me at 202-225-4261, 
wittman.house.gov, facebook.com/
RepRobWittman, or twitter.com/Rob-
Wittman.

The State Senate Report
by Sen. Ryan McDougle

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

YOUR LETTERS

The big gray-and-tan ‘local 
landmark’ Irvington goose is 
dead. The goose lived peace-
ably in ‘Ghost Hole Pond’ 
north of Irvington for more 
than a decade.

She was run down in the 
rain while crossing the road 
at dusk by some distracted 
motorist, pitched in the road-
side ditch like so much fast-
food rubbish, a bloodied lump 
of disheveled feathers, wide 
orange webbed feet drawn 
up, and her once expressive 
arched neck now limp and 
lolling as soiled rope. What an 
ignoble end, even for such a 
notoriously irascible beast.

Why would she risk cross-
ing the busy road?

Ever since that battered 
little crate she used for shelter 
was removed, and all of the 
protective tall grasses around 
the pond were buzz-cut down 
to the ground, our community 
goose has sought refuge in the 
shallow gully across Irving-
ton Road. When the property 
changed hands and goose’s 
companions —a pony and a 
potbellied pig—disappeared, 
she had to fend for herself, 
alone.

One day recently, I saw for 
the first time an older man, 
a dog, and several children 
making as if to fish in goose’s 
pond, but she was nowhere in 

Go tell 
Aunt Rhody

sight. When they got bored 
and left, goose returned, to the 
only home she knew, the only 
place she had to go.

Maybe, homeless and 
unprotected as she was, our 
ousted goose instinctively 
knew her time was up: with 
nowhere left to live, friendless, 
no haven and winter cold set-
ting in. Why not exit?

After all, to some folks, it 
was just a mean old goose, only 
a familiar fixture on the land-
scape to passersby, a creature 
of little consequence living on 
the outlying fringe of the com-
munity, like Native Americans 
we settlers marginalized, and 
an aesthetically inconvenient 
impediment. Who cares?

J. S. Brent,
Irvington

Welcome to Rappahannock 
Community College!

What a fantastic boon to 
the Town of Kilmarnock! The 
college will bring students, 
faculty and administrators; 
provide on-the-job training for 
manufacturing, for the banks, 
for the hospitals, for the doc-
tors’ offices, providing educa-
tion for our young people and 
continuing education for our 
adults and seniors; not to men-
tion the fantastic Speakers’ 
Bureau the college provides.

I think I speak for practi-
cally all of the citizens of 
Kilmarnock and Lancaster 

Arms wide open

County when we say wel-
come. We look forward to 
many years of partnering with 
the community college and all 
of the many resources it will 
provide for the community, 
the businesses, and the Town 
of Kilmarnock.

I voted for the town to give 
the college $82,000, money 
the council had set aside for 
another use that did not come 
to fruition. Estimates are the 
town will reap over $100,000 
in the next five years from 
meals and BPOL taxes because 
of the college locating here. I 
can think of no better way to 
have invested that money than 
in our young people and in our 
community.

The majority of the town 
council should be congratu-
lated for having had a small 
part in helping the college 
make its new home in Kilmar-
nock, the best small town in 
America.

Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Kilmarnock

 

At its January 4th meeting, 
the Woman’s Club of White 
Stone voted unanimously to 
send a letter, for publication 
in the Rappahannock Record, 
recognizing George and Julie 
Cadmus and Sandra and 
Shannon Matthews for their 
remarkable care of the Village 
Green in White Stone. 

The Green is notable not 
only for its welcoming beauty 
year round, but also for its gra-
ciousness as a gathering place 
for town celebrations.  

The Cadmuses have self-
lessly tended the Green as 
though it were their own; 
weeding, clipping, planting, 
mulching, mowing and water-
ing, even in the most inhos-
pitable weather. The result is 
a lawn and gardens that are 
perpetually lovely.

The Matthews, sometimes 
only with a small group of 
volunteers, have created walk-
ways and painted the fence. 
Annually, they lead the hang-
ing of Christmas decorations 
so White Stone has its own 
place for holiday traditions. 

The Woman’s Club of White 
Stone is proud of its town and 
is committed to supporting its 
health and appearance. 

We believe the Village 
Green is a gem in the midst of 
the life of a growing commu-
nity, due to the loving labors 
of George, Julie, Sandra and 
Shannon which continue to 
make it sparkle.

Ginger Johnston Philbrick, 
president, Woman’s Club of 

White Stone

Loving labor 
creates a gem

Are you prepared?
Tomorrow could be the 

day.
You could open the door 

to a blinding white light. Will 
you be ready to go?

Despite the economic cli-
mate, we’ve all had our share 
of sunshine lately. So I’m not 
necessarily making any pre-
dictions.

And maybe I’m not the 
best one to be offering advice. 
I’ve had issues of my own.

I’d like to think that I have 
learned from my mistakes. 
But given similar circum-
stances, I could make the 
wrong decision again. It’s 
been known to happen, espe-
cially when there is a woman 
involved.

That helps explain the 
four-wheel drive Jimmy. The 
four-wheel drive offers some 
advantages when driving in 
the snow.

So take it from AAA, a 
not-for-profit organization 
of motor clubs serving more 
than 51 million members in 
the U.S. and Canada.

When driving in the snow:
-

ate slowly. Applying the gas 
slowly to accelerate is the best 
method for regaining traction 
and avoiding skids. Take time 
to slow down for a stoplight. 
It takes longer to slow down 
on icy roads.

takes longer on snow-covered 
roads. Accelerating, stopping, 
turning—nothing happens as 
quickly as on dry pavement. 
Give yourself time to maneu-
ver by driving slowly.

Increase the dry pavement 
following distance of three to 
four seconds to eight to ten 
seconds. This will provide 
the longer distance needed to 
stop.

Whether you have antilock 
brakes or not, the best way 
to stop is threshold breaking. 
Keep the heel of your foot on 
the floor and use the ball of 
your foot to apply firm, steady 
pressure on the brake pedal.

avoid it. There’s a big differ-
ence in the amount of inertia 
it takes to start moving from a 
full stop versus how much it 
takes to get moving while still 
rolling. If you can slow down 
enough to keep rolling until a 
traffic light changes, do it.

Applying extra gas on snow-
covered roads just starts your 
wheels spinning. Try to get 
a little inertia going before 
you reach the hill and let that 
inertia carry you to the top. 
As you reach the crest of the 
hill, reduce your speed and 
proceed down hill as slowly.

There’s nothing worse than 
trying to get moving up a hill 
on an icy road. Get some iner-
tia going on a flat roadway 
before you take on the hill.

This is where they usually 
tell you to stay at home if you 
don’t have to be out on the 
roads. Not me.

Get out there and trailblaze. 
Cut a path for the next guy. 
We’re in this together. Just be 
careful.
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Do you remember?
Kilmarnock business leaders plan for the third annual Kilmarnock Day, February 18, 
1958. From left are Bill Covington, Frank McGinnes, John Robert Cockrell and Fred 
Swaffin. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YOUR LETTERS

I have missed more funer-
als I should have attended 
than those at which I have 
been in attendance.  I won’t 
say which ones I missed, my 
conscience bothers me for 
not being in my native Lan-
caster County when some of 
the people I admired were 
laid to rest.

However, I have spent 
the last few days reflecting 
on the last three funerals I 
attended in Kilmarnock.

 Fred Swaffin, Edward J. 
Davis and John A. “Johnny” 
Christopher share a number 
of admirable traits. They 
were local businessmen who 
involved their families in 
their businesses. They, and 
their families, gave (and still 
give) a tremendous amount 
to Kilmarnock.

They were all active in 
and partially responsible for 
the success of the Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. 

They were all active in 
their churches.  Mr. Davis 
and Mr. Christopher were 
strong influences on my life 
from a church perspective.

Lastly, they were all 
friends of my parents, people 
I greatly admire, Sonny and 
Joan Thomas.

 Being reminiscent makes 
me think men and women 
like this, who pour out into 
every facet of the com-
munity, are not going to be 
as prevalent in the future.  
Regulation and competi-
tion are making it difficult 
for the small businessman 
to compete. Maybe some-
thing will change and small 
businesses will survive and 
thrive—it is sad to see such 
wonderful people, who are 
such tremendous examples, 
leave us. 

 I don’t get back to Lan-
caster as often as I would 
like.  However, the influ-
ences of a Lancaster County 
and a Kilmarnock like I 
grew up in are things you 
carry with you every day of 
your life—no matter where 
you go.

Every now and then when 
you have to go back there, 
you get those emotions all 
stirred up inside and you 

Vanishing breed realize how lucky you were 
to be around the people who 
influenced your life.

Rest in peace gentlemen.
 Bruce Thomas,
Tappahannock

I am writing about the 
sound of the Kilmarnock 
Waste Water Treatment Plant 
and to express my dissatis-
faction with the handling of 
my complaints about it by 
the town government.

My farm is near the treat-
ment plant and has been in 
my family for over 60 years. 
Several decades after we 
moved there, the plant was 
built nearby. I could not hear 
its operation for years. This 
changed recently, appar-
ently due to the installation 
of above-ground “blowers.” 
Sometimes the sound is not 
noticeable, but many times 
it is completely unaccept-
able.

I have written the town 
manager, Tom Saunders, 
several times and Mr. Saun-
ders, to his credit, visited 
us to learn more. My son 
has spoken at a town coun-
cil meeting about this. 
My neighbors have taken 
similar actions to raise the 
issue. Despite these efforts, 
no serious steps have been 
made to reduce the plant’s 
noise.

To illustrate the impact on 
my property, there are sev-
eral videos, recorded at vari-
ous distances from the plant 
at http://blazrsite.com/kil-
marnockwwtp. What should 
be a peaceful rural setting is 
ruined by the sound of the 
plant—processing sewage.

The town needs to correct 
this. I would like a response 
to my efforts at outreach, 

Sounds of sewage

rather than none at all, 
which is what has happened 
in most cases. The noise of 
the treatment plant nega-
tively impacts my property 
value and the quality of life 
I enjoy there.

The expenditure of town 
funds to address this prob-
lem must be small relative 
to the economic impact to 
my neighbors and me. I ask 
the Town of Kilmarnock to 
rectify this issue as soon as 
possible.

The recently approved 
Bluff Point development 
includes a new water treat-
ment facility. I can not 
imagine anyone purchasing 
property there if its noise is 
like the Kilmarnock plant’s.

H. Lindsey,
Chester

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the January 19, 1912, 

issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Fish And Oyster Notes
The Virginia catch of oysters and fish for 

the past year is valued at $7,500,000, thus 
putting this State ahead of Massachusetts, 
which held the record.

Our laws with reference to menhaden 
fishing need liberalizing greatly; this is one 
of our most valuable industries and should 
be dealt with in a spirit of candor and kind-
ness.

If the shuckers keep up the practice 
of soaking oysters to make them appear 
larger or fatter, says the Baltimore Sun, 
they will finally break up the market.   The 
Chesapeake oyster which has not been 
maltreated requires no salt, nor pepper, nor 
tabasco. It is just right as it comes from the 
bed in the pure salt water of the bay.

To Truckers And 
Stock And Poultry Raisers

You may feed all the food your hens can 
possibly use, but if you are short of grit, 
the results will not be satisfactory.

Have the floors of the house well bedded 
with some light litter, so that the biddies 
will be induced to scratch, and thus warm 
up their bodies these cold frosty mornings.

A horse is a good deal like a man, if you 
keep him bundled up in a heavy blanket 
in the barn, he will be almost frozen when 
you take him out-of-doors.   You would not 
think of wearing an overcoat in the house, 
would you?  If you blanket your horse at 
all in the stable, let it be with a light stable-
blanket.

Morattico
Mrs. Sadie Hynson, who was recently 

called to the death bed of her father at 
Molusk, is staying a while with her mother.

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Chowning recently 
visited Mrs. J. R. Northern.

William Fisher has returned to his home 
on the Eastern Shore after spending a few 
days here.

Kilmarnock
We are having plenty of the “beautiful” just 

now and seem almost cut off from outside 
communication.

T. O. Smither is cutting ice this week and 
there are prospects of a full house.

Mrs. H. J. Edmonds, and Miss Ada Cox 
have returned from a trip to Baltimore.

Willie Cox has returned from a business trip 
in Norfolk.

Eustace Brent has purchased a corner lot 
from James Brent and will soon have the 
house recently occupied by Mr. Ayers moved 
thereon. W. B. Demby has contracted to move 
it.

Henry Dorhman is ill at his home here.
Quite a number from this place are ice-

bound in Baltimore.
Mr. and Mrs. Collin Chilton recently visited 

the lady’s relatives here. They expect to spend 
the spring and summer near White Stone.

The young people of our village are enjoy-
ing sleighing, coasting and skating to their 
heart’s delight.

Gus Eubank and friends had a very suc-
cessful fox hunt Tuesday, two foxes being 
captured.

(Transcribed y Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The 99th District Tea Party 
will host candidate David 
McCormick at  7 p.m. Tues-
day, January 24, at the Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire 
Department at 5170 Mary 
Ball Road in Lively. McCor-
mick is seeking the Repub-
lican nomination for U.S. 
Senate.

Following McCormick’s 
presentation will be a question 
and answer period, said com-
munications chairman Lyn 
Neira. The public is invited. 

McCormick and his family 
live in Virginia Beach. An 
attorney, he earned his degree 
in business at Baylor Uni-
versity, and for many years 
worked as a manager for 
United Parcel Service, said 
Neira. 

He studied for his law 
degree at Regent University 
and has several law offices 
in Hampton Roads. His legal 

specialty is bankruptcy and he 
has been an adjunct law pro-
fessor the past six years.

McCormick’s plans to 
reform the federal govern-
ment include a part-time 
Congress, reducing Congres-
sional budgets, term limits for 
U. S Judges, Representatives 
and Senators, a ban on Con-
gressmen from lobbying for 
10 years after retirement; and 
a requirement to have bills 
made public for seven days 
prior to a vote, said Neira.

His plans to balance the 
federal budget that he claims, 
if followed, would provide a 
$359 billion surplus by 2020 
includes in part a simplified 
tax code, freeze on govern-
ment hiring and pay raises, 
raising the age of social secu-
rity eligibility, allowing citi-
zens to opt-out of Medicare 
and raise the age limit, block 
grants to states for Medicaid; 

reducing the corporate tax 
rate and initiating tort reform, 
said Neira. 

McCormick has proposals 
to renew the country’s focus 
on 21st-century threats to 
better secure the nation. He 
also has plans to create 15 mil-
lion permanent jobs without 
cost to the taxpayer by reduc-
ing unnecessary manufactur-
ing regulations, create energy 
jobs, repeal Dodd-Frank 
and Obamacare, audit and 
reform the EPA and National 
Labor Relations Board, with 
monthly audits of the Federal 
Reserve Board, said Neira.

McCormick to address
Tea Party on January 24

The Wayne Broaddus res-
idence in White Stone won 
third place in the Christ-
mas decorating contest. The 
home was decorated by Kim 
Hodges.

Clarification
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Join us for . . .

HIGHLIGHTS OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL TOUR
with Excursion to Morocco

September 19-30, 2012

Madrid   Salamanca   Porto   Fatima   Lisbon   Seville   Gibraltar   
Granada   Costa Del Sol   Tangier

Includes air from Richmond, fuel surcharge, ground transport in deluxe motor coach, 
four-star hotels, breakfast and dinner daily, entrance fees per itinerary, and services 
of tour escort. $3995 per person, double occupancy

Operated by Pilgrim Tours         Hosted by Larry and Karen Adams
Registration or information:  804-462-7737

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Janu-
ary 24, at 2600 Washington 
Avenue in Newport News.

The morning habitat 
review docket will include 
a hearing on a permit appli-
cation for Martin Chamber-
lain, who is seeking autho-
rization to install a 155-lin-
ear-foot marsh toe seal 
with a 10-foot base width 
adjacent to his property on 
the Great Wicomico River 
in Northumberland County. 
The project is protested by 
an adjacent property owner.

Bruce Wood seeks autho-
rization to deploy 117 
three-foot-long by 2.5-foot-
wide commercial oyster 
floats secured by helical 
screw anchors, galvanized 
chain and polypropylene 

rope over his leased ground 
at two locations on Nomini 
Creek in Westmoreland 
County. The project is pro-
tested by an adjacent prop-
erty owner.

Fisheries items gener-
ally follow habitat items 
on the agenda. Beginning 
at noon, the commission 
will conduct public hear-
ings on proposed changes 
to the regulations regarding 
American shad, oyster seed 
and clean cull, and commer-
cial management measures 
for golden tilefish, blueline 
tilefish and sand tilefish.

Copies of the proposed 
amendments may be 
viewed at mrc.state.va.us, 
at VMRC headquarters at 
2600 Washington Avenue 
from 8:15 to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, or call 
757-247-2248. 

Sunny day sweeps chill away
Unseasonably warm temperatures that finally dipped into the upper teens last week had little effect on this Shetland Pony 
in his long, winter coat. He was enjoying Saturday’s sunshine from his pasture in White Stone. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

RICHMOND—Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle, Chairman of the Senate 
Republican Caucus, last week was 
named chairman of the Senate Rules 
Committee.

The committee, which handles a 
number of responsibilities relating to 
managing and operating the Virginia 
Senate and General Assembly, is com-
prised of members of the leadership of 
both parties and the body’s most senior 
members.

Sen. McDougle also was named to 
the Senate Finance Committee, which 
is responsible for all legislation relating 
to spending and taxation and is charged 
with crafting a budget for the Common-
wealth.

He will continue to serve as a member 
of the Senate Transportation, Courts of 
Justice, and Rehabilitation and Social 
Services committees.

“I am honored to have been appointed 
by my Senate colleagues to serve as the 
chairman of the Senate Rules Commit-
tee,” said Sen. McDougle.  “The com-
mittee is essential to the operation of the 
Virginia General Assembly, and I am 
excited about the opportunity to serve as 
its chairman. I also look forward to the 
challenging work of crafting Virginia’s 
budget on the Senate Finance Commit-
tee. I will continue to emphasize reforms 
that would allow Virginia’s government 
to operate more efficiently, focusing on 
core government functions and exam-
ining ways to reduce unnecessary pro-
grams and spending.”

Meanwhile, House Speaker William J. 
Howell announced Del. Margaret B. Ran-
sone has been appointed to the Agricul-

ture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources 
Committee, the Committee on Health, 
Welfare, and Institutions and the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections.

“I am very excited to be serving on 
all three of these committees,” said Del. 
Ransone. 

The Committee on Privileges and 
Elections considers bills on voting, con-
stitutional amendments, elected office-
holders, redistricting and elections. 

The Committee on Health, Welfare, 
and Institutions considers all matters 
concerning persons with disabilities, 
other than learning disabilities; public 
health, mental health and health profes-
sionals. 

The Agriculture, Chesapeake and Nat-
ural Resources Committee considers all 
matters concerning agriculture; air and 
water pollution and solid waste disposal; 
conservation of land and water resources; 
all matters of environment, forest, fresh- 
and salt-water fishing, game, mining, 
parks and recreation, petroleum prod-
ucts, and tourism. 

“I am especially excited to serve on 
the Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natu-
ral Resources Committee because these 
issues are very important to the 99th 
District,” said Del. Ransone. “I feel that I 
have a lot to offer on this committee and 
will do my best to serve my constituents 
well.”

The 2012 General Assembly convened 
January 11 for a 60-day session.
Legislation of local interest

Among early action, Sen McDougle 
has introduced a joint resolution cel-
ebrating the life of Austin L. Roberts III. 
The resolution was prefiled and laid on 

the clerk’s desk January 9. 
He also has introduced a second 

resolution for a Constitutional 
amendment regarding the taking or 
damaging of private property for 
public use, which would require the 
local government or entity condemn-
ing the property to prove the use is 
public, without the presumption that 
it is. The resolution was referred to 
the Senate Committee on Privileges 
and Elections.

Del. Ransone has introduced leg-
islation to require each applicant 
seeking unemployment benefits, as 
a condition of eligibility, to provide 
the Virginia Employment Commis-
sion with the results of a drug test 
that is negative for the use of a non-
prescribed controlled substance. The 
bill was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and Law.

She introduced a bill to prohibit 
conservation police officers from 
hunting or fishing in those areas they 
are assigned to patrol. The bill was 
referred to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources.

She also introduced a measure to 
exempt farmer owned and operated 
stores on the farmer’s land, from being 
inspected by the Virginia Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices. Such stores would be limited 
to selling farm products produced on 
the owner’s land, or products grown 
on neighboring farms.. This bill also 
was refered to the  Committee on 
Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural 
Resources.

KILMARNOCK—Dem-
ocratic Party of Virginia 
chairman Brian Moran 
will be the keynote speaker 
at “Dining with Dems” 
Monday, January 23, at the 
Great Fortune Restaurant 
at 443 North Main Street in 
Kilmarnock.

Other scheduled speak-
ers will include former Gov. 
Linwood Holton and former 
Del. Albert Pollard Jr., said 
Marilyn McGlamary. The 
event will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
with a cash bar and social 
hour, followed by speakers 
and a buffet dinner.

Reservations are required and tickets must be purchased 
in advance, said McGlamary. The fee is $25 and includes 
dinner, non-alcohlic beverages, tax and tip.

To purchase tickets, contact McGlamary at 
m.mcglamary@gmail.com, or 436-4313.

The Rappahannock River 
Waterfowl Show will cele-
brate its 33rd year on March 
17 and 18 at the White Stone 
firehouse. About 85 artists, 
carvers, photographers and 
sculptors will come from 
10 states to exhibit and sell 
their paintings, prints, carv-
ings and photographs.

The Preview Night Gala 
will be held March 16. 
Advance tickets are required 
for this evening event and 
must be purchased by March 
9. Invitations will be mailed 
soon. Those who have never 
attended the gala and would 
like to be added to the list 
are urged to visit rrws.org, 
email info@rrws.org, or call 
435-6355.

The Artist of the Year is 
Tim Donovan of Lovetts-
ville, said event organizer 
Pat Bruce. Prints of his 
painting of a pair of black 
ducks and a green heron 
will be given to all who 
attend the show throughout 
the weekend. Preview night 
guests receive a signed and 
numbered print.

The preview night door 
prize is an original paint-
ing by John Obolewicz of 
Powhatan, said Bruce. The 
weekend door prize is a 
carving by Ray Stansel of 
Nashville, Tenn.

The Rappahannock Decoy 
Carvers Guild will again 
host a carving competition 
March 17 in the White Stone 
Women’s Club building.

The Virginia Waterfowl-
er’s Association will again 
have a display and will offer 
activities for children on 
Saturday and Sunday.

Special business sponsors 
are W. F. Booth and Son Inc., 
Rappahannock Rentals, Bank 
of Lancaster and Bay Trust 
and Lawler Real Estate.

The Waterfowl Show is 
sponsored by and all pro-
ceeds benefit the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Hours are 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. March 17 and 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. March 18. Admis-
sion is $8 for the weekend. 
Children under 12 are admit-
ted free, and must be accom-
panied by an adult.

‘Dining with Dems’
will feature Moran

Brian Moran

Waterfowl show will
return to White Stone
firehouse March 17-18Legislators receive committee assignments

VMRC docket includes two
projects on local waterways

A man who stops advertising to save 
money is like a man who stops a 
clock to save time.”

—Henry Ford 

AREA EVENTS

■ Spaghetti supper
The men of Kilmarnock United Methodist Church will 

serve their 38th annual spaghetti supper from 4:30 to 8 
p.m. January 26. Tickets are $8 in advance and $9 at the 
door. Tickets are available from Lester’s Barber Shop, EVB 
Bank, or the church office at 435-1797.

The menu will include spaghetti with meat sauce, salad, 
Italian bread and beverage. The Methodist women will 
offer desserts at $1 each. Carryout patrons can enter the 
door at the bottom of the outside steps. Call 436-0511.

■ Chorus rehearsals
The Community Chorus will begin spring concert 

rehearsals at 7 p.m. January 23 at Tappahannock Memorial 
United Methodist Church on Earl Street in Tappahannock. 
All singers are welcome and male tenors are particularly 
needed. Call director David McEntire at 450-3066.

■ Library Lottery
The annual Lancaster Community Library lottery draw-

ing will be held at 10:30 a.m. January 21 at the library at 
235 School Street in Kilmarnock. There are 11 chances to 
win, including a $10,000 grand prize.

Tickets are $100 each. Proceeds support library opera-
tions. Tickets may be purchased at the library, at lancaster-
library.org, 435-1833, 435-1729.


