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Miss Morris reigns
This year’s Holly Ball orator, retired Lt. Col. Montgomery Carter 
Deihl, crowns Miss LeighAnna Virginia Morris Queen of the 116th 
Holly Ball on December 28. From left are (front row) 115th Holly Ball 
Queen Miss Jency McCullough Rogers, Miss Morris, and attendant 
Miss Mary Jo Muse; (next row) Deihl, Mr. Thomas Christopher 
Coleman and Mr. Wayne Thomas Webb Jr. See related story and 
photos on page B1. Photo by Yours Truly Photography

LANCASTER—During its last 
meeting of the year, the Lancaster 
board of supervisors unanimously 
voted to change the location of the 
office of the registrar and local 
electoral board and the Central 
Absentee Voting District polling 
place.

The offices will be on the first 
floor of the county administration 
building.

“This does not affect any 
voting precinct except central 
absentee, any precinct or polling 
place boundaries, none of that is 
affected,” said county administra-
tor Frank Pleva.

Two special exception requests 
were unanimously approved as 
well.

Following a motion by Dis-
trict 1 supervisor F.W. Jenkins, 
the board approved an exception 
application made by Michael and 
Gloria Engle to allow animal and 
poultry husbandry on a commer-
cial basis on a 2.339-acre parcel 
on White Hall Road. The couple 
will be raising alpacas.

Lancaster Moose Lodge 2527 
was granted an exception to 
expand/enlarge an authorized 
non-conforming structure at 2108 
River Road. The parcel is zoned 
commercial, which requires a 
40-foot setback from any right-
of-way. The addition cannot meet 
the setback from Ridgefield Farm 
Road, however, even though the 
addition’s encroachment will be 
less than the existing structure’s 
encroachment.

District 2 supervisor Ernest 
Palin made the motion but removed 
the lodge’s request that the $400 
application fee be waived.

Chairman Pete Geilich agreed 
with Palin’s motion to retain the 

application fee, saying, “It goes 
back to a modification a policy 
effective by the board of super-
visors on June 30, 1994. One of 
the specifications is, ‘Fees will 
not be waived for any individual 
organization, church or any non-
profit organization except fees 
for volunteer emergency ser-
vices.’”

The motion was unanimously 
approved with the exception 
of Jenkins who removed him-
self from discussion and voting 
because he is a member and offi-
cer of the applying organization.

Following a motion by Palin, 
the board approved a request for 
pump and haul septic disposal 
at the proposed Down-N-Dirty 
Motorcycle Club in Lancaster. 
The request was unanimously 
approved with a $1,000 bond and 
three-year renewals.

The board also approved a $750 
fee for conservation easement 
co-hold applications. The motion 
made by District 4 supervisor 
Jack Russell carried in a 5-0 vote. 

At his last meeting as a member 
of the board, Geilich expressed 
appreciation to associates and 
members of the county staff.

“It’s been a great eight years. 
I’m very proud of certain things, 
particularly the judicial center 
which we built about $2 million 
or so under budget and with no 
tax increase. We’ve done a couple 
of things that were difficult to do. 
One was not to grant the mater-
nity center. It was a very wise 
move and the numbers were never 
there…I’m very pleased that if I 
have to be replaced, it’s someone 
like Jason (Bellows),” said Geil-
ich.

The board planned to meet Jan-
uary 4 to reorganize for the new 
year.

Was your wedding memorable because your spouse grabbed the 
microphone and sang you an impromptu,  romantic ballad, or 

maybe because your new mother-in-law fell on the dance floor?
What made your wedding day unforgettable? Was it a funny or 

unexpected moment? The Rappahannock Record readers want to 
know.

In 100 words or less, tell us why your special day was made even 
more unforgettable. Include a picture from your wedding day, the date 
of your wedding, your names and current  place of residence.

Your story may be published in Bliss, a bridal supplement to the 
Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel.

Please send your submission to editor@rrecord.com, P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, VA  22482, or drop it by the Record office. The deadline 
is noon January 18.

RICHMOND—District 99 
Del. Margaret Ransone has 
high hopes for helping the citi-
zens of the Northern Neck as 
she prepares for the opening of 
the 2012 General Assembly on 
Wednesday, January 11.

“There’s a lot of things I can 
do in Richmond, not by intro-
ducing legislation but in con-
tacting department heads to 
make sure they are taking care 
of our needs,” she said.

While Ransone emphasized 
her strong support for a bal-
anced state budget, she said her 
main focus for the Northern 
Neck is fostering employment, 
protecting employers and fos-
tering workforce job training.

“I want to make sure people 

are getting back to jobs,” she 
stressed. Ransone said the lower 
Northern Neck is on the right 
track for fostering economic 
development with the addition 
of a Rappahannock Community 
College center in Kilmarnock. 
The center, scheduled to open 
for classes on January 23, will 
also offer workforce develop-
ment which helps area busi-
nesses with job training and is 
expected to lead to economic 
growth and new jobs.

In her first year in the legis-
lature, Ransone said she wants 
to learn more about the issues 
before sponsoring new legisla-
tion. 

One piece of legislation she 
is sure to back is Sen. Rich-
ard Stuart’s bill to take Vir-
ginia out of the Atlantic States 

Marine Fisheries Commission 
(ASMFC), an interstate regula-
tory board.

Last month the board pro-
posed cuts on Atlantic men-
haden harvesting by as much 
as one-third. If passed, the 
measure could have devastat-
ing effects on jobs and the 
economy of the Northern Neck, 
since the Omega Protein plant 
in Reedville processes about 
three-quarters of the menhaden 
landed on the East Coast. 

“I think Sen. Stuart’s is a 
bold move—an important 
move,” said Ransone. “Virginia 
is a strong fishing state. Other 
states are coming after Virginia 
and targeting our businesses.

“We need to stand up for 
fisheries. I’m happy that he’s 
putting (the bill) in,” she said.

LANCASTER—A heart attack can happen with-
out much warning. When it does, a victim relies on 
the quick action of the local rescue squad to save 
their life. 

Emergency medical technicians (EMTs) and para-
medics don’t get much recognition for what they do 
each day. Whether covering a high school football 
game or answering a 911 call for emergencies such 
as a car accident, fire, medical trauma or birth of 
a baby, the men and women of area rescue squads 
respond 24/7. 

According to veteran Kilmarnock-Lancaster 
Rescue Squad volunteer Sonny Thomas, the ser-
vice program started long before 
there was a hospital in the area 
or a 911 emergency call system. 
It began when 17 citizens started 
an all-volunteer program and were 
trained in advanced first aide. 
They responded to calls for medi-
cal assistance through area doctors 
such as the squad’s first medical 
director, Dr. A. B. Gravatt. 

A 1957 Pontiac station wagon 
was converted into the county’s first ambulance and 
was used to transport patients to a doctor’s office or 
drive them to MCV Hospital in Richmond.

“Today the county supports the squads by sup-
plying some paid EMTs,” said Thomas, “but all the 
equipment, vehicles, buildings and all medical sup-
plies come from fundraising in the community.”

Lancaster chief of emergency services Christina 
Hubbard said today’s responders are state certified 
whether paid or volunteer. 

“The volunteer fire departments and rescue squads 
are essential parts of the communities they serve,” 
she said. But she adds the county “has had to increase 
the use of paid EMS providers because of a shortage 
of volunteers” in upper Lancaster.

Chief Hubbard also brought in state leaders in 
EMS programs to help in recruitment training and 
revitalize the squad. 

County supervisor Wally Beauchamp called the 
county responders “top notch professionals.” But he 
admitted the training can be very expensive. Coupled 
with the bad economy, he said the county is facing 
a volunteer recruitment shortage that has become a 
national problem. 

If citizens have an interest in joining, the squads 
are willing to pick up the cost of classes, said Everett 
Walker, a seasoned EMT with a career spanning 21 
years. Walker said his wife and mother are on the 
squad. All are paid, and also volunteer for Upper 
Lancaster.

“It’s easier to get volunteers at the fire department. 
There’s not as many certifications and (state) man-
dates,” he said.

According to Walker, volunteers as young as 16 
can be accepted into the program and earn basic 

certification as an EMT. While they can’t be the 
attendant in charge, they can assist “enhanced” and 
“intermediate” level EMTs. At the age of 18, they 
can take additional classes to qualify for the next 
level, he added. He invites people of any age to join, 
saying many of the volunteers are retirees. 

Trish Newsome, a nationally registered paramedic, 
encourages energetic retirees to join the EMT pro-
gram.

“The squads that have problems (with finding 
enough volunteers), have the younger volunteers. 
But they have to work during the day,” she said.

The county has two squads—Kilmarnock-Lan-
caster and Upper Lancaster. Each is a volunteer 
organization which must raise all the funding for 

their squad building, crash truck 
and three ambulances, each cost-
ing $150,000 before emergency 
equipment is added. While the 
county makes a contribution to 
the Kilmarnock squad, the lack 
of volunteers at Upper Lancaster 
resulted in the funds being used to 
offset some of the costs associated 
with hiring paid staff. However, 
each squad receives a quarterly 

stipend from the county to cover mileage.
“Most of our funding comes through the generos-

ity of the community,” said Newsome, who is paid 
and also volunteers at her local squad in Northum-
berland.  

Money is raised through an annual fund drive 
letter, car washes and bake sales, said 26-year EMT 
veteran Pam Walker, Everett’s mother. 

Pam Walker said she enjoys the job because she 
likes helping people. She noted a diversity of calls 
that range from delivering a baby to holding some-
one’s hand in their final hour.

“And everything in between,” added Newsome. 
“Some people just want you to talk to them,” said 

Pam Walker. “We have a program called Senior Pre-
paredness for people over 65. If we’ve transported 
them to the hospital, we’ll make follow-up visits to 
their home to check on them. It’s great to be out there 
helping people. It makes you feel good.”

While the volunteer firemen in the community 
occasionally give them a helping hand by driving the 
ambulance, they say they need volunteers to survive.

“Volunteers are the core of the Northern Neck 
rescue squads,” said Newsome. “Always has been. 
Always will be.”

Citizens can also help the organization by sup-
porting their fundraisers, adds Pam Walker. “We’re 
usually in front of Walmart.”

Chief Hubband emphasized the rescue squads 
“provide an invaluable service to the citizens of Lan-
caster County.”    

But for EMTs like Everett Walker, he says he does 
it because “it’s an opportunity to make a difference 
in someone’s life. If we weren’t there, that person 
might have died.” 

Lancaster supervisors
wrap up 2011 session

by Shannon Rice

Record seeks remarkable
wedding moments for ‘Bliss’

Rescue squad member Nicole Fones has been saving lives as an EMT for eight years. She works full-time 
in Lancaster and continues to volunteer at her old squad in Callao where she began at age 16. Today, a 
drop in volunteerism and funding could spell disaster for the volunteer EMS system.

Emergency call sounds
for rescue squad volunteers

by Audrey Thomasson

Del. Ransone prepares  for General Assembly
by Audrey Thomasson

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Order the Internet version of the Rappahannock Record and 
receive the entire newspaper page by page in PDF format every 
Wednesday. Visit RRecord.com, or call 435-1701, ext. 16.

To volunteer, call the 
Kilmarnock-Lancaster 
squad at 435-1474, or 
the Upper Lancaster  
squad at 462-7375.
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FRENCH PROVINCIAL 

COOKING CLASSES 

AND DINNERS 

Thursdays – Mondays

In January 

Class – 2 pm to 4 pm          

$25 per person 

(limited to 10 guests) 

Chef Anne Kirkmyer will prepare her 

cuisine de le semaine

The Hope and Glory Inn

www.hopeandglory.com 
804-438-6053
800-497-8228

HOTEL - SPA TREATMENTS - CRUISES 
FINE DINING - VINEYARD

RESERVATIONS FOR THE COOKING CLASS 
AND/OR DINNER

French Provincial

Comfort Cuisine

Fine Dining in the Winter  

Dinner  – 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 

$34.95 per person 

(inclusive of service charge and limited to 18 guests)  

Entrée with a choice of either a dessert or a salad

SEE WHAT OUR DINING GUESTS SAY ABOUT US 
ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE

THE DOG AND OYSTER
The Vineyard of 

Hope and Glory Inn

Winter Hours
Friday - Sunday

11am to 5pm

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against 32 individuals for 
the period December 12 
through January 2.
Felonies

Vaughn O. Coleman, 22, 
of Dunnsville was charged 
December 13 with conspir-

acy to commit a felony and 
grand larceny and sale/dis-
tribution of marijuana, all 
felonies.

Melissa L. George, 28, of 
Tappahannock was charged 
December 13 with felony 
probation violation.

Daniel L. Gross Jr., 43, 
of Bald Eagle Drive was 
charged December 14 with 
receiving stolen property.

Donald D. Vaughn, 21, of 
Baltimore, Md., was returned 
to Lancaster on charges of 
breaking and entering with 
intent to rape, rape, forcible 
sodomy, object sexual pen-
etration, aggravated sexual 
battery, and robbery, all 
felonies and all on Decem-
ber 1, 2009; and on charges 
of breaking and entering 
with intent to commit rape, 
forcible sodomy, and rob-
bery, all felonies and all on 
November 28, 2009.

  Christopher A. March-
and, 24, of Kilmarnock was 
charged December 20 with 
felony probation violation.

Tyrell M. Crockett, 30, 
of Claybrook Avenue was 
charged December 22 with 
credit card theft (felony).

 Keyvone T. Williams, 20, 
of Taylors Creek Road was 
charged December 25 with 
grand larceny (felony). He 
also was charged December 
26 with felony sale/distribu-
tion of marijuana, breaking 
and entering (felony), and 
grand larceny and break-
ing and entering (both felo-
nies).

Gregory McEachern, 
36, of Irvington Road was 
charged December 26 
with breaking and enter-
ing (felony), misdemeanor 
destruction of property and 
petit larceny.

Russell L. Dodson Jr., 
37, of Callao was charged 
December 28 with felony 
threat by letter of death/
bodily injury.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 33, 
was charged December 12 
with assault and battery. 

A Western Branch Road 
man, 48, was charged 
December 13 with issuing a 
bad check.

A Brent Court man, 40, 
was charged December 13 
with contempt of a King 
William court.

A Weems Road man, 19, 
was charged December 13 
with contempt of court.

A Lancaster man, 19, was 
charged December 13 with 
contempt of court. 

A Burgess area man was 
charged December 14 with 
issuing a bad check.

A Boys Camp Road 
woman was charged Decem-
ber 16 with contempt of 
court.

A Twin Branch Road man 
was charged December 16 
with public drunkenness.

A Wilson Lane man, 48, 
was charged December 18 
with contempt of court.

The Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks 
information on the whereabouts of Kyle 

George, 27.
George is described as a white male with red 

hair and green eyes. He is 5 feet 9 inches tall and 
weighs 160 pounds.

George is wanted for making threats on the 
phone. His last known address is 5126 Windmill 
Point Road, White Stone, but he is possibly staying 
somewhere  in Middlesex County.

Report related information to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463. 

Your information will not be recorded on this 
line and if Crime Solvers uses your information, 

A Windmill Point Road 
man, 33, was charged 
December 19 with assault 
and battery.

A Foxtail South man, 46, 
was charged December 22 
with a probation violation in 
a Middlesex County case.

A Little Bay Road woman, 
22, was charged December 
22 with contempt of court.

A Claybrook Avenue man, 
30, was charged December 
24 with domestic assault 
and battery.

A Merry Point Road man, 
20, was charged Decem-
ber 30 on Northumberland 
charges of petit larceny and 
trespassing.

A Senora Road man, 41, 
was charged December 30 
with destruction of prop-
erty and tampering with a 
vehicle, and on a Middlesex 
charge of disorderly con-
duct.

A Windmill Point Road 
man, 33, was charged 
December 30 with public 
drunkenness.

An Irvington Road man, 
28, was charged December 
30 with public drunkenness. 

A White Chapel Road 
man, 23, was charged 
December 31 with disor-
derly conduct, curse and 
abuse, and resisting arrest.

A Twin Branch Road man, 
45, was charged December 
31 with public drunkenness.

A Richtown Road man, 
29, was charged Janurary 1 
with resisting arrest (origi-
nal arrest by VSP for driv-
ing suspended, felony elud-
ing police, and reckless 
driving).

A Carlsons Road woman, 
52, was charged January 1 
with assault and battery.

A Roseneath Avenue man, 
21, was charged January 1 
with aggressive driving.

A Blackstump Road man, 
38, was charged January 2 
with assault and battery.
Activity report

December 18:  Staff 
responded with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department 
(KPD) to a possible bur-
glary in progress on Wig-
gins Avenue (verbal dispute 
involved). 

December 19:  Staff 
responded with KPD to 
a curse and abuse com-
plaint on Shamrock Court 
(dementia patient involved), 
and to a possible burglary 
on James Wharf Road (no 
criminal incident involved); 
received a domestic destruc-
tion of property report from 
the 1300 block of Mos-
quito Point Road (juvenile 
involved; $72 loss); and 
happened upon a single-
vehicle accident on Devils 
Bottom Road. 

December 20:  Staff 
reported a downed tele-
phone line on Ocran Road 
to Verizon, checked on the 
well-being of two Keep Safe 
program participants after 
prearranged telephone con-
tact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed 
in either case), responded 
to a possible tampering 
with a vehicle complaint on 
Mohans Run, to a destruc-
tion of property complaint 
on Crystal Lane (related to 
previous investigation), with 
KPD to an animal control 
complaint on Chase Street 
and received a commer-
cial destruction of property 
report from Doggett Lane 
($150 damages). 

December 21:  During 
routine business checks, 
staff discovered an unlocked 
door to a Lancaster area 
business (no criminal inci-
dent), responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint at a 
private dock in the Corroto-

man By The Bay subdivi-
sion (vehicle/subjects gone 
on arrival), to a landlord/
tenant complaint on Turner 
Lane, to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Newtown 
Road, with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) and the White 
Stone Police Department 
(WSPD) to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash near Ocran 
and Scott roads, to the local 
emergency room on a report 
of an assault victim seeking 
medical care (victim denied 
any criminal assault) and to 
Wiggins Avenue on a mental 
health emergency. 

December 22: Staff 
received a destruction of 
property report from Jones 
Drive (tires slashed, $100 
loss); responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint at 
a private dock in the Cor-
rotoman By The Bay sub-
division (vehicle owner 
visiting residents nearby), 
to an E911 disconnect call 
on Gabooty Path (no emer-
gency services needed),  to 
a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint in the 4400 block of 
Mary Ball Road (vehicle 
gone on arrival), to a lar-
ceny complaint in the 500 
block of Devils Bottom 
Road (no criminal incident), 
and to an E911 disconnect 
call on James Wharf Road 
(no emergency services 
needed). Staff attempted to 
locate a person in the 2800 
block of White Chapel Road 
who was wanted by Rich-
mond County authorities.

December 23:  Staff 
destroyed an injured game 
animal near the school board 
office, responded to Merry 
Point Road on a complaint 
of motorcycle drag racing, 
to Reynolds Landing on 
a civil complaint involv-
ing computer repairs, with 
KPD to a shoplifting com-
plaint on Irvington Road, to 
a verbal dispute in the 800 
block of Nuttsville Road, to 
a fight call on Twin Branch 
Road, to a noise violation 
complaint on Clover Lane, 
and to a domestic distur-
bance (boyfriend/girlfriend) 
and trespass complaint 
on Nuttsville Road. Staff 
notified Northumberland 
authorities of information 
received about a burglary 
and larceny case and inter-
cepted a reported reckless 
driver in the area of White 
Chapel and Old Bethel 
Road (medical emergency 
involved). 

December 24:  Staff 
responded with VSP to a 
single-vehicle traffic crash 
between Peirces and Field 
Trial roads, to a motor-
ist’s report of heavy debris 
on the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. bridge, with KPD to a 
mental health emergency on 
Shamrock Court, to a distur-
bance/trespass complaint on 
Rappahannock Drive, and 

to a North Main Street busi-
ness on a counterfeit money 
complaint ($20 counterfeit 
bill seized). Staff attempted 
to locate a subject involved 
in a child abuse complaint 
in the North Main Street 
area and checked on the 
well-being of an Elm Drive 
resident at the request of a 
concerned out-of-town citi-
zen (no emergency services 
needed).  

December 25:   Staff 
responded to a commercial 
alarm in the 3500 block of 
Irvington Road and found 
that the business had been 
burglarized ($355 loss), to 
a possible mental health 
emergency on Beach Road, 
and to Chesapeake Drive on 
a domestic dispute involving 
child custody. Staff received 
a walk-in report of assault 
by text message threat and 
a residential burglary and 
larceny report from the 400 
block of Weems Road ($300 
loss, property recovered and 
returned to victim).  

December 26: Staff 
located several teenagers 
who were interfering with 
traffic on Mosquito Point 
Road.

December 27:  Staff 
discovered two unlocked 
business doors in the White 
Stone area during routine 
late night building checks 
(no criminal incidents 
involved), notified Virginia 

Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) of a downed 
tree blocking Pinckardsville 
Road, responded with KPD 
to a shoplifting complaint 
at Walmart, with KPD to a 
mental health emergency 
on Shamrock Court (subject 
located on Main Street), to 
an E911 disconnect call on 
Woods Drive (telephone 
line problem reported to 
Verizon) and with KPD 
to a trespass complaint on 
Irvington Road. 

December 28:  Staff 
responded to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash near Mary Ball 
and James Wharf roads, to 
a trespass/destruction of 
property complaint involv-
ing an ATV on Clover Lane, 
with child protective ser-
vices to Little Bay Road 
for an emergency removal 
order for child protection, 
and to a loitering complaint 
in Lively. 

December 29:  Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
larceny complaint at Wal-
mart, to a possible burglary 
and larceny in progress near 
Slabtown and Myer Creek 
roads (property owner 
removing contents, no 
criminal incident involved), 
to a shots fired complaint 
on Griffins Landing Road, 
to the area of Light Street 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
CRIME SOLVERS

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS, 
continued on page A3
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The Hope and Glory Inn

www.hopeandglory.com 
804-438-6053
800-497-8228

HOTEL - SPA TREATMENTS - CRUISES 
FINE DINING - VINEYARD

RECENT GUEST REVIEWS 
OF THE DINING EXPERIENCE AT 

THE HOPE AND GLORY INN

“a five star dinner” Google

“delightful four-course dinner at the Inn 
even though we weren’t staying on the 
premises. Such a great experience! The at-
mosphere was cozy, the service was fantas-
tic - very friendly and warm - and the food 
and wine were delicious. Oysters, rockfish 
and crab were all featured on our preset 
menu and tasted like they were caught 
that morning. Altogether terrific in a fun, 
unpretentious atmosphere.” Yelp

“We had the four-course prix fixe din-
ner created by Chef Anne Kirkmyer (who 
introduced herself during our meal, and 
like everyone else at the inn, was incredibly 
warm and friendly). The dinner was $68, 
including automatic gratuities, and worth 
every penny. The highlight was a succulent 
crab cake, that was truly more crab than 
anything else, on a bed of fresh vegetables. 
Chef Kirkmyer perfectly cooked each 
ingredient, brought out its natural flavors 
and balanced all the components together 
to form an incredibly delicious and memo-
rable entree. Each course was delicious and 
thoughtful, and the high quality of the fresh 
local ingredients was clear.” Trip Advisor

SEE OUR AD ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE FOR 
JANUARY’S CULINARY EXPERIENCE

to assist Northumberland 
authorities responding to 
a complaint of shots fired 
from a moving vehicle, 
and to Fleets Bay Road to 
check on the well-being of 
an overdue motorist (unoc-
cupied dwelling at address 
provided by complainant). 

December 30:  Staff 
responded to a possible res-
idential burglary on King 
Carter Drive (no criminal 
incident involved), inter-
cepted a reported reckless 
driver on James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway (no vio-
lations occurred in officer’s 
presence), received a reck-
less driving complaint from 
a motorist in the Kilmar-
nock area, at the request of 
Hanover authorities located 
a possible stolen vehicle in 
the Ottoman area, received 
a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint from Belmont Creek 
Road, responded with 
WSPD to an assault call 
on Windmill Point Road, 
responded to the 10400 
block of Jessie Dupont 
Highway on a motorist’s 
report of a drunk walking in 
the middle of the roadway, 
responded to the 800 block 
of Taylors Creek Road on a 
report of suspicious activ-
ity at a vacant house (per-
sons lawfully moving into 
the residence). 

December 31:  Staff 
responded with KPD and 
Northumberland authorities 
to a fight call at The Great 
Fortune restaurant on North 
Main Street, to a trespass 
complaint on Tyler Lane 
(hunters on private road-
way), and to a disturbance 
call on Twin Branch Road. 
Staff received a complaint 
of the unauthorized use of a 
vehicle (vehicle located by 
Northumberland authorities, 
victim declined to prose-
cute), received a disturbance 
call on Carlson Lane that 
led to officers responding to 
the local emergency room 
on a report of a victim seek-
ing medical care, notified 
the game warden of hunt-
ers trespassing in the area 
of Hoecake Road, and was 
involved in a vehicle pur-
suit in the Kilmarnock area, 
arresting a person wanted 
by VSP. 

January 1: Staff 
responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) 
to a medical emergency 
on Coxs Farm Road (unat-
tended death report filed), 
to an E911 disconnect call 
in the 1900 block of White 
Chapel Road (telephone 
line problem), to an illegal 
fireworks display complaint 
in the 16900 block of Mary 
Ball Road, and to a possible 
burglary of a storage shed 
on Beach Road (no criminal 
incident involved). 

January 2:   Staff 
received a report of a lar-
ceny from Little Oyster 
Lane (14 ft. utility trailer, 
$1,600 loss),  responded to 
Butter Road to assist Nor-
thumberland authorities on 
a disturbance call and noti-
fied the Kilmarnock town 
manager of a report that no 
street lights were working 
on Main Street. 

January 3:  Staff 
responded to a traffic crash 
in the 8600 block of Mary 
Ball Road.

The sheriff ’s staff also 
conducted 37 traffic stops, 
issued 10 summonses, 
assisted 14 motorists, 
reported seven deer strikes, 
handled two calls for traf-
fic control, investigated 
10 building alarms, pro-
cessed two mental health 
orders, logged four inmate 
transports and fielded five 
calls for animal control 
service.
 Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Fire Department 
(ULVFD) and Virginia 
Department of Forestry 
responded to a controlled 
burn/brush fire in the 900 
block of Beanes Road.

ULVFD also responded 
to a traffic crash between 
Peirces and Field Trial 
roads, a smoke report on 
Thomas Landing /Road and 
a chimney fire on Merry 
Point Road.

ULVFD responded with 
the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department (KVFD) 
and the White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
(WSVFD) to a structure fire 
in the 10100 block of Mary 
Ball Road.

ters, 42, of Lancaster was 
charged December 21 with 
larceny. The accused has 
been convicted two or more 
times previously of offenses 
deemed punishable as lar-
ceny.

Kelly Marie Rucker, 40, 
of Heathsville was charged 
December 21 with assault 
and battery of a family 
member. The accused has 
been convicted twice previ-
ously of this type of charge 
within the last 20 years.

Russell Lee Dodson Jr., 
37, of Callao was charged 
December 25 on Henrico 
County warrants with a 
felony count of threaten-
ing bodily harm to another 
in writing, as well as two 
counts of threatening ille-
gal or immoral acts over 
the telephone. Dodson also 
was charged December 
28 on a Lancaster County 
warrant with knowingly 
communicating in writing 
to kill or do bodily harm to 
another.

Joseph Gladstone Gough, 
34, of Heathsville was 
charged December 29 with 
malicious wounding and 
violating a protective order.
Misdemeanors

A Kilmarnock woman, 35, 
was charged December 19 
with assault and battery of a 
family or household member.

A Heathsville man, 34, 
was charged December 20 
with assault and battery 
of a family or household 
member.

A Lottsburg man, 43, was 
charged December 20 with 
violating a protective order.

A Kilmarnock man, 30, 
was charged December 20 
with possession of mari-
juana. He has been convicted 
previously of this offense.

A Heathsville man, 21, 
was charged December 22 
with driving while intoxi-
cated.

A Heathsville man, 29, 
was charged December 22 
with telephone harassment.

A Callao man, 37, was 
charged December 23 with 
failure to pay child support.

A Lancaster man, 27, was 
charged December 25 with 
assault and battery.

A Heathsville woman, 21, 
was charged December 25 
with assault and battery.

A Warsaw woman, 23, 
was charged December 27 
with cursing and abusing 
another.

A Heathsville man, 49 
was charged December 28 
with brandishing a firearm.

A Kilmarnock man, 51, 
was charged December 29 
with petit larceny.

A Heathsville man, 39, 
was charged December 29 
with failure to appear in 
the Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court.

A Heathsville man, 30, 
was charged December 30 
with assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Lancaster woman, 20, 
was charged December 30 
with failure to obey a court 
order.

A Reedville man, 20, was 
charged December 31 on a 
Lynchburg County warrant 
with destruction of prop-
erty.

A Newport News woman, 
39, was charged January 2 
with failure to appear in the 
General District Court.

KVFD also responded to a 
fire alarm on Harris Road, a 
traffic crash on North Main 
Street and with WSVFD 
to a structure fire on Natty 
Point Road.

WSVFD also responded 
to a fire/smoke alarm on 
James Wharf Road, a fire 
alarm in the 3500 block 
of Windmill Point Road 
and a deer strike at Mos-
quito Point and Little Bay 
roads.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 21 
individuals for the period 
December 19 through Janu-
ary  2.
Felonies

Ursula Charmaine Wal-

Smith Point 
Sea Rescue board 
member Capt. 
Andy Kauders 
recently reported 
crews responded to 
four calls for assis-
tance in December.
Assistance calls  

December 11: 
At 6:20 p.m., Rescue 
III responded to a 
call for a 25-foot 
center console with 
six aboard which 
lost power four 
miles southeast of 
Point Lookout. The 
boat was towed to 
Lewisetta. Time on 
call, 3 hours.

December 13: 
At 2:15 p.m., Rescue 
III responded to a 
call for an 18-foot 
center console that 
had its engine shut 
down. Immediately 
after leaving the dock 
the captain reported 
he had restarted the 
engine and the mis-
sion was aborted. 
Time on call, ¼ hour.

December 18: At 
11:45 a.m., Rescue 
III responded to a call 
for a 25-foot Carolina 
Classic with three 
aboard. The engine 
ceased running due to 
water in the gas. The 
boat was towed from 
the #3 buoy to the 
owner’s dock. Time 
on call, 1 ¼ hours.

December 31: At 
11:45 a.m., Rescue 
III responded to 
call for a 25-foot 
Maycraft with three 
aboard whose lower 
unit locked up. The 
boat was towed from 
Lynch Point to the 
owner’s dock on Mill 
Creek. Time on call, 2 
¼ hours.

Smith Point Sea 
Rescue can be 
reached on channel 
16 or by calling 911. 
Rescue I and Rescue 
II are based on the 
Great Wicomico River 
and Rescue III is on 
Lodge Creek off of 
the Yeocomico River.

WEEMS—It was a bad 
start to the new year for 
Thomas and Marilyn Nolte 
as fire broke out in a metal 
structure housing an RV and 
diesel tank at their home on 
January 3.

Firefighters from the Kil-
marnock and White Stone 
volunteer fire departments 
responded to the blaze on 
Larkspur Lane in Weems 
after receiving a 911 call at 
8:30 a.m.

The structure was about 
15 yards from the house on 
Moran Creek.

Sheriffs’ Reports
continued from page A2

SEA 
RESCUE 
REPORT

Emergency crews respond to a structure fire at the Thomas and Marilyn Nolte 
residence in Weems. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

RV goes up in smoke, structure saved
by Audrey Thomasson Kilmarnock fire chief 

Benny Balderson reported 
the RV was destroyed but 
the building was saved.

According to the Lan-
caster sheriff ’s department, 

firefighters cleared the 
property at 11:45 a.m. Also 
responding were the Kil-
marnock-Lancaster Rescue 
Squad and sheriff ’s depart-
ment staff. 

WWW.SPECIALSLTD.COM
68 South Main St – Kilmarnock

804-435-8758

S pecials

Mon.-Sat. 10-6

After Inventory 
Sale & Clearance
Going on Now!

Select merchandise from 25-75% off

Select furniture 50% off 1/3 - 1/2 off
25-60% off

25-75% off
60% off

any four 10% off
six 10% off!

NEW YORK—Choice 
cuts of beef such as filet 
mignon are among the most-
shoplifted merchandise in 
the country, the trade pub-
lication, Adweek, recently 
reported.

Adweek cited a 21% 
increase in theft of “luxury 
meat” from stores between 
2009 and 2011 and quotes 
U.S. Department of Justice 
sources as saying many 
police think beef “is the 
most common item stolen 
from grocery stores and 
supermarkets.”

Retail beef prices are 
about 10% higher than they 
were last year.

Liquor was second on 
Adweek’s list of most-
shoplifted items, followed 
by electric tools, electronic 
devices, shaving products, 
AXE brand deodorants and 
body washes, designer cloth-
ing, the Let’s Rock Elmo and 
other popular toys, high-end 
fragrances and brand-name 
athletic shoes.

Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration agriculture market 
analyst Jonah Bowles noted 
that when gas prices started 
to climb a few years ago, 
“there was a much greater 
incidence of drive-offs at 
gas pumps. The same can 
be expected with higher 
meat prices at the grocery 
stores.”

Additionally, “alco-
hol consumption goes up 
as economies go down,” 
Bowles said. “So it’s not 
surprising that shoplifting 
in liquor stores would be 
higher as a result.”

Beef tops list
for shoplifters
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In any discussion of citizens of the North-
ern Neck who distinguished themselves in 

the realm of finance and business, Linwood 
Robertson would be a major topic. He was a 
native of Reedville, who went on to college in 
Richmond after finishing in Northumberland 
County schools. He then began his career work-
ing for Vepco, where he continued through the 
company’s transmogrification into Dominion 
Resources. He was the chief of finance for the 
power company, and retired at the young age of 
57 as executive vice president.

Linwood was at the forefront of Dominion’s 
success in growing to be one of the major pro-
viders of electric service at home and abroad. 
He had a truly brilliant mind in the realm of 
international money management, and handled 
corporate finance with greater ease than most 
folks do their household business. He simply 
understood money at a high level of sophistica-
tion, and put that talent and knowledge to use to 
the benefit of his corporation, its stockholders, 
and its patrons.

Many years ago when he told me that he was 
planning to retire I thought I must have mis-
heard him. He was at the peak of his career, 
which even then was still in ascent, and he 
remained a most valuable player across the vast 
spectrum of Dominion’s territory of operations. 
He said that he had enjoyed his work, but the 
time had come for him to pursue other fields. 
I asked what they were, and he replied that he 
and his wife, Milly, wanted to travel more and 

he planned to begin a more serious study of 
astronomy, which had been a lifelong interest. 
He explained that he was eager to further his 
grasp of the stars and planets.  

Although he and Milly, who grew up across 
Cockrell’s Creek at Fairport, continued to live 
in the Richmond area, they often returned to the 
Northern Neck. They both were quite attentive 
to their family members here, and offered dedi-
cated personal service towards meeting their 
needs. Linwood never hesitated to take a day 
to come down to care for his mother or Milly’s 
mother, or their other relatives, and as they 
passed on, to carry out their wishes in settling 
their estates. For one as occupied as he was at 
the top of the corporate ladder, he continued to 
be as involved in the lives of his local family as 
if he had never left Reedville.

Several years ago Linwood, then at what 
one might have expected to be at the “peak” 
of his retirement, received the sad diagnosis 

of  dementia, and late last month he died at the 
age of 71. As with many others so afflicted, his 
brilliance and intellectual capacity should have 
seemed to have “vaccinated” him from such a 
fate, but they did not. When his family told me 
that he was suffering from the disease, I was 
virtually incredulous. If anyone seemed to have 
a ticket to avoid it, one should have surmised it 
would be Linwood.

Although Linwood made an indelible 
impression given his achievements in the world 
of finance and corporate structure, he made a 
still greater mark in the realm of modesty. He 
always remained the same person, one whose 
success came coupled with the need to be of 
service wherever and however he could with 
no thought of presenting himself as anyone but 
a person who cared to do his part. His rise in 
the business world might have caused others to 
stand in awe, but it had no effect on his under-
standing of himself and his duties to others.

Linwood was a gentleman in the best mean-
ing of the word. In work clothes he looked ready 
to enter a board of directors meeting. He spoke 
with definition and clarity, and wasted no more 
words than he did electricity. Whether analyz-
ing his company’s budget or sorting through 
a deceased aunt’s papers, he applied the same 
level of conscientiousness to the task. He was 
a truly good and kind person, and that image is 
how his friends will remember him first.

Linwood Righter Robertson, February 10, 
1940 - December 26, 2011. R.I.P.

He simply understood money 
at a high level of sophistica-
tion, and put that talent and 
knowledge to use to the benefit 
of his corporation, its stock-
holders, and its patrons.

Focal Point

‘Diamonds in the Cove,’ taken at Dungan Cove, Lottsburg.

Photo by Sharon Fine

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

I hope you had a safe and 
happy holiday season. This 
one was especially great 
for my family as we were 
able to spend time together, 
relax and share our bless-
ings. Reflecting on the past 
year, I appreciate my family 
and our community for 
their courage and commit-
ment.

I have been working hard 
on the transition phase from 
campaign to representing 
you in Richmond. As you 
may know, 2012 will be 
a long session as Virginia 
works on its two-year 
budget plan. Virginia has 
a balanced budget amend-

ment in its State Constitu-
tion, and I will defend that 
principle.

During the legislative 
session we will release 
updates through our email 
newsletter along with peri-
odic columns in the local 
newspapers. Please sign 
onto the newsletter marga-
retransone.com.

Currently, on the website 
is a survey we are request-
ing voters in District 99 to 
answer. The survey is rela-
tive to issues I believe will 
be important policy during 
the 2012 session. I would 
appreciate your responses 
because your opinions 

matter as I serve you in 
Richmond.

On a final note, the leg-
islative session will begin 
January 11. My legislative 
assistant is Jenks Coggin. 
We look forward to a chal-
lenging and successful ses-
sion. Please don’t hesitate 
to call or visit us in Rich-
mond.

Our contact information 
during session is:

Del. Margaret Ransone
General Assembly Build-

ing Room  809
Office Phone: 698-1099
Office Fax: 698-6799
Office Email: Delmran-

sone@house.virginia.gov.   

(Reprints from the January 5, 1912, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen.)

The Holly Ball
The annual Holly festival was held 

at Kilmarnock Wednesday evening of 
last week. It was one of the most suc-
cessful in years and participated in by a 
large crowd. The reigning queen of the 
Holly Realm, Miss Agnes Palmer, was 
succeeded on the throne by Miss Julia 
V. Harding, of Wicomico Church. The 
coronation address was delivered by E. 
Connor Halt, of Charleston, W. Va., after 
which he placed the crown on the head 
of the queen, sitting on her throne sur-
rounded by the following members of 
her court: George Carter, minister to the 
queen; Miss Marie Blundon and Miss 
Rebecca Harding, maids of honor; and 
John R. Ingram and Fitzhugh Harding, 
attendants to the maids of honor. The 
coronation ceremony ended with the 
grand march. This being over, dancing 
began and continued far into the night.

Card Of Thanks
Rev. L. R. Combs and family send to 

the kind people of Grace, White Chapel 
and Wicomico churches many, many 
thanks for their most generous dona-

tions. To each and all our best wishes 
for a happy and prosperous new year!

Irvington
Capt. W. D. Newbill, U.S.A., sta-

tioned at Fort Myer, near Washington 
spent the holidays at his home here. He 
left this week for Fort Rixey, Kan.

Hampton Mitchell, of St. Joseph, 
Mo., was the guest of his brother, R. 
S. Mitchell, last week. Miss Bessie 
Motley, of Sharps, also spent a few days 
the past week with relatives at Irvington 
Beach.

Entertainments at the Methodist and 
Baptist Sunday Schools here were well 
attended.

Clinton Bew has been visiting his 
parental home in King and Queen the 
past week.

Frank Oliver, Paul Messick and Wade 
Croxton were among the students home 
for the holidays.

Archie Beane, of Lancaster, visited 
friends here the past week.

Ottoman
Miss Grace Cottingham, who is 

teaching at Cartersville, Va., spent the 
Xmas holidays at her parental home.

Miss Louise Lewis, of Whealton 

(Morattico), was the guest of Mrs. 
Bruce Cottingham Friday last.

Fuller Walker, the oldest son of Wm. 
H. Walker, was taken to Baltimore, Uni-
versity Hospital for treatment Friday 
before Xmas. He is suffering from a 
fractural dislocation of left hip joint, 
which he received while playing with 
a colt.

Eddie Blakemore and sister, Miss 
Alice, and the Misses Stoneham, 
attended the Holly Ball from here and 
report a splendid time.

Kilmarnock
George Cutler narrowly escaped a 

serious accident while on a fox hunt 
Xmas morning when he was thrown 
from his horse.

Capt. and Mrs. Marsh spent Xmas 
holidays with the latter’s sister, Mrs. R. 
M. Porter.

Mrs. Julia Eubank Moore spent the 
holidays at her parental home here.

Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Armsworthy have 
returned from their southern trip and 
are now comfortably located at the Cox 
Hotel.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

In a snarky response to 
my alarm over the National 
Defense Authorization Act, 
my detractor, to reinforce his 
assertion that I was “wildly 
running amok,” located an 
obscure publication in Mon-
tana. The referenced article, 
written by ‘anonymous’ was 
meant by my detractor to 
minimize my concerns. If 
read carefully it reinforced 
them.

It stated: “If …people…
would investigate, they 
would find out that in large 
measure U.S. citizens are 
exempted from the law.”

And this: “…is a member 
or “substantial supporter” 
of al-Qaida, the Taliban, 
or “associated forces that 
are engaged in hostilities 
against the United States 
or its coalition partners. 
This does apply to U.S. citi-
zens…”

“The danger of the 
NDAA is its alarmingly 
vague, undefined criteria 
for who can be indefinitely 
detained by the U.S. gov-
ernment without trial.” says 
Ron Paul.

Sen. Carl Levin affirmed 
it was the president who 
demanded the power to 
detain U.S. citizens indefi-
nitely be included in the 
language of the bill.

 The language of this Act 
reserves exclusive power to 
the president to direct our 
military against his enemies, 
thus establishing Barack 
Hussein Obama the defacto 
dictator of the U.S.

 Quietly signing this Act of 
Treason on New Year’s Eve, 
Obama’s statement reads in 
part, “Moving forward, my 
administration will interpret 
and implement the provi-
sions described below in a 
manner that best preserves 
the flexibility on which our 

Concerns persist safety depends…”.
Only a fool would be 

“temperate or moderate” 
in the face of such danger. 
And only an arrogant fool 
would assume that they are 
immune from the threats 
inherent in the shredding of 
our Bill of Rights.

What is designed to 
deprive any American of 
due process is fraught with 
danger of depriving all 
Americans of due process. 

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

A recent letter stated the 
NAACP should select goals 
that are more worthy.

Whatever goals are 
selected someone will think 
there should have been 
others.  Those who really 
care about the NAACP 
become members, attend 
meetings and help to set the 
agenda. 

The NAACP is one of 
the oldest, largest and most 
recognizable civil rights 
organizations in our coun-
try. It was founded because 
of the nearly 400 years of 
segregation, exploitation 
and discrimination directed 
against people of color in 
this country.  Specifically, it 
was founded in response to 
the race riots of 1908 when 
white citizens in Spring-
field, Ill., went on a ram-
page because of an alleged 
attack upon a white woman, 
that later was proven to be 
false.    

The organization is an 
interracial, non-partisan, 
non-profit civil rights orga-
nization. It is open to all 
people.  Its mission is to 
ensure the political, educa-
tional, social and economic 
equality of rights for all 
persons and to eliminate 
racial hatred and racial dis-
crimination.    

 The King & Queen Rally, 
Black History programs 
and Freedom Fund Banquet 
are some of our fundrais-
ing activities that also have 
a dual purpose of enlight-
enment and recognition.  
Churches, a Boys & Girls 
Club, sororities, fraternities, 
YMCA, schools and Social 
Services offer programs 
that impact family values.  
The NAACP supports all of 
their efforts.

The NAACP remains 
a civil rights organiza-
tion. Voter registration will 
be our focus for 2012.

 I agree with the writer 
that the NAACP has done 
some great things for our 
country. I shudder to think 
of what our country would 
be like if not for this orga-
nization.

However, we can’t take 
credit for the election of 
President Obama because 
more than 66 million Amer-
icans voted for him. We all 
elected him.      

Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems                

Who sets
the agenda?

I panicked.
There’s no other explana-

tion for why I read three 
books by Alafair Burke 
early last year.

Everybody knows I’m 
a James Lee Burke fan. 
While I wasn’t sure if he’d 
be releasing any books in 
2011, I went online and dis-
covered his daughter is into 
writing now.

And while she’s still got 
a ways to go to achieve his 
level of success, the exam-
ples I read by her weren’t 
bad.

In fact, they deserve 
reading. Angel’s Tip, Dead 
Connection and Close Case 
tied for best book by the 
daughter of my favorite 
author.

From my annual reading 
list, best female detec-
tive goes to Ellie Hatcher 
in Dead Connection and 
Angel’s Tip.

Best female district attor-
ney goes to Samantha Kin-
caid in Close Case.

Her dad came through 
later in the year with Feast 
Day of Fools.

It took best modern 
western, best descriptive 
narrative, best candidate for 
a movie and best all-around 
read honors.

Among other big winners 
were eight Doc Ford novels 
by Randy Wayne White, 
including Sanibel Flats, 
The Heat Islands, The Man 
Who Invented Florida, 
Captiva, North Of Havana, 
The Mangrove Coast, Ten 
Thousand Islands and 
Shark River.

The Doc Ford selections 
individually or collectively 
earned best series of books 
recommended by a friend 
(thanks, Bonnie), most 
books by a single author, 
best climate, best boats, 
best beaches, best fishing, 
best women, best sex, best 
love story, best gunfights, 
best fist fights, best restau-
rants, weirdest scenarios, 
coldest beer, best tropical 
drinks, and best pick for 
rivernecks.

Other top picks of 2011 
are:

Soulwin-
ning is Not a Gift: A Practi-
cal Guide to Equip Every 
Christian to be a Soulwin-
ner, by Pastor Geronimo 
Aguilar.

Texting 
Dictionary of Acronyms, by 
Randall C. Manning.

gift: The Last Fall, by Jay 
Blevins.

Love of 
Jesus Cookbook: Recipes 
from Family and Friends 
of the Richmond Outreach 
Center, published by The 
Richmond Outreach Center.

stories: Richmond Noir, 
edited by Andrew Blossom, 
Brian Castleberry and Tom 
De Haven.

-
rent issue: Sex + Money: A 
Global Search for Human 
Worth, published by Photo-
genX.

Executive Pink, by award-
winning journalist Mathew 
Paust.

author: Eyes of the Inno-
cent, by Brad Parks.

Road Dogs and Rum Punch, 
both by Elmore Leonard.

The 
Love Pirate and the Ban-
dit’s Son: Murder, Sin and 
Scandal in the Shadow 
of Jesse James, by Laura 
James.

-
ography, or memoir: From 
the Hood to the Hill: A 
Story of Overcoming, by 
U.S. Senate Chaplain Barry 
C. Black.

From the Hood to the Hill.

Payback at Morning Peak, 
by Gene Hackman.

Fugitive, by Phillip Mar-
golin.

The 
Bible, King James version.

Darkness Visible, by Wil-
liam Styron.
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Do you remember?
This scene from the 1913 Holly Ball shows Queen Bettie 
Luckett Harding and “minister to the Queen,” a Mr. 
Carter, according to Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a 
community service of the museum.

Whatever happened to 
the political parties that 
condemned all privilege (a 
special advantage or immu-
nity or benefit not enjoyed 
by all), and proclaimed to 
protect freedom of religion, 
speech, press, assembly and 
free markets by making 
them available on equal 
terms to all?

Congress is consider-
ing banning insider trading 
among lawmakers, staffers, 
and federal workers who 
have been profiting behind 
a loose definition of insider 
trading. Like sports stars 
betting on the games they 
play in, an insider is an 
officer of a corporation,  or 
others, who can take mone-
tary advantage by accessing 
private information about 
the corporation’s plans and 
operations.

Having unlimited terms, 
generous salaries, special 
medical coverage, and other 
princely distinctions, it’s not 
illegal for our current politi-
cal elite to view this steady 
stream of market moving, 
private sector information 
as just another perk of their 
office. They have capitalized 
on this loophole for personal 
gain, with sweetheart deals, 
favors and earmarks, with 
little to no public scrutiny— 
while this benefit is unlaw-
ful for the rest of us. Just ask 
Martha Stewart.

Matt W. Johnston,
Morattico

Lose the perks

The Virginia Wholesalers 
and Distributors Association 
(VWDA) is the statewide 
business trade group repre-
senting the interests of cor-
porations and individuals 
involved in the manufactur-
ing, sales and distribution 
of convenience and grocery 
store products.

It has been our experi-
ence that excessively raising 
tobacco excise taxes leads 
to a number of unintended 
consequences, does little to 
solve governments’ systemic 
fiscal problems and unfairly 
burdens those adults who use 
tobacco products.

Increases in tobacco excise 
taxes provide incentives for 
adults to seek alternative 
avenues to make their pur-
chases. For example; with 
the exception of Kilmar-
nock, surrounding jurisdic-
tions to White Stone do not 
impose a local cigarette tax, 
so future budget forecasting 
will likely generate less rev-
enue than more.  

Increasing the tobacco 
excise tax can lead to a cor-
responding increase in con-
traband traffic and tax avoid-
ance, which in turn will have 
an adverse effect on local 

Cigarette tax
may backfire

law enforcement budgets.  
From a tax policy stand-

point, many economic 
resources define a stable 
revenue source as one that 
is “broad based, equitable 
and not narrowly targeted 
at one specific type of eco-
nomic activity.”  Cigarette 
taxes tend to reduce eco-
nomic welfare and harm tax 
equity across several dimen-
sions. They are horizontally 
inequitable because within 
income groups only some 
are required to pay a tax that 
funds general government 
services. They are vertically 
inequitable or regressive
because they place a much 
higher burden on low-
income smokers than they do 
on high-income smokers.

If government leaders in 
White Stone feel the town 
needs more revenue for gen-
eral government operations, 
then the leaders need to have 
all citizens—not a select 
few—share equally in that 
expense.

Jeff D. Smith III, CEO,
Virginia Wholesalers and Dis-

tributors Association

2011 was filled with many 
circumstances, both good and 
bad, that try to mold our lives.

We especially dwell on 
the negative circumstances 
and let them change the way 
we live, the way we view 
people, and we feel we are 
the only one going through 
them. These are all lies 
meant to make you become 
discouraged, bitter, self-cen-
tered and to draw you away 
from your real purpose in 
life: to  love God and to love 
others as yourself (Eccl. 
12:13).

You may say “Why love 
God when He is letting me 
go through all these nega-
tive circumstances?” God’s 
love for you is never ending; 
it has no limits, the only 
limits are those set by you 
(How big is God to you? 
Phil 4:19).

God will supply all you 
need. Are you thankful for 
what you have, or are you 
discouraged about what you 
don’t have?

My family and I lost a lot, 
but we have so much more 
because our worth is only 
measured by who we are in 
Christ.

Don’t be deceived by your 
circumstances, whether 
good or bad. Remember, 
who you are is only predi-
cated on what you know. 
You need to know this Jesus! 
Seek and you will find Him, 
He is waiting for you.

This is the best New Year’s 
resolution you can make. 
Don’t let another year go 
by, live above your circum-
stances.

John Grogg,
Weems

Circumstances

YOUR LETTERS

WHITE STONE—The Lancaster 
County Democratic Committee will 
hold an assembled caucus at noon 
Saturday, January 7, at the Woman’s 
Club of White Stone at 560 Chesa-
peake Drive in White Stone to elect 
members of the Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee.  

There is no charge for those wish-
ing to attend and vote at the caucus, 
said chairman Donna Anderson. 
Refreshments will be available.

Doors to the caucus will open at 
11 a.m. for check-in, said Anderson. 
Prior to the caucus, participants 
must sign a standardized Caucus 
Participation Form stating he or 
she is a Democrat, does not intend 
to support any candidate who is 
opposed to a Democratic nominee 
in the ensuing general election, 
believes in the principles of the 
Democratic Party, and is a reg-
istered voter in such precinct or 

county or city.
At noon, the doors to the caucus 

will be closed and no person may 
complete a form and participate in 
the caucus after that time with the 
exception of those persons in line at 
noon, she said.

A meeting to elect officers will 
be held immediately following 
adjournment of the reorganization 
caucus at the same location, added 
Anderson.

LIVELY—The 99th District Tea 
Party will meet at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, January 10, at the Lively fire-
house at 5170 Mary Ball Road in 
Lively. 

Speakers Dr. Thomas C. Rustici, 
Dr. Edwin Vieira and Del. Bob 
G. Marshall will address the U.S. 
financial crisis, said communica-
tions chairman Lyn Neira. The ses-
sion is open and free to the public.

President Barack Obama recently 
called for the need to raise the 
national debt another $1.5 trillion, 
to $16.4 trillion. The speakers will 

discuss “how the country got there 
and ways to reform the failing mon-
etary system along strict constitu-
tional lines, said Neira.

Dr. Rustici is an instructor of 
economics at George Mason Uni-
versity and Freedom Professor of 
Economics at Georgetown Univer-
sity. He will explain the effects of 
government economic policy and 
how it relates to the free market 
system.

Dr. Vieira has four degrees from 
Harvard. He is a constitutional 
authority arguing successfully 

before the Supreme Court, an 
author and a lecturer throughout the 
country on the Federal Reserve and 
the American monetary system.

Del. Marshall is a strong defender 
of the Second Amendment (right to 
keep and bear arms), the marriage 
amendment to the Virginia consti-
tution, protecting and conserving 
natural resources, and an opponent 
of “Obamacare” that mandates the 
purchase of health care insurance.

A question-and-answer period 
will follow the speakers’ presenta-
tions, said Neira.

Tea Party speakers to address economy

Lancaster Democrats to hold caucus Jan. 7

In December, we watched 
as the war in Iraq formally 
concluded. We saw the U.S. 
Flag being lowered and 
cased in a symbolic gesture 
to end our military mission 
in Iraq.

Over the last nine years, 
the dedication and perse-
verance of our servicemen 
and women have brought 
about a significant security 
improvement in Iraq and in 
the region as a whole. How-
ever, too many of our brav-
est citizens were wounded 
or gave the ultimate sacri-
fice during this conflict, and 
so we must ensure that their 
sacrifices were not in vain.

It is my hope that the 
U.S. will continue to work 
with the Iraqi government 
to guarantee stability and 
to prevent the return of vio-
lent extremism that could 
threaten the delicate bal-
ance of peace in that coun-
try. At the same time, let us 
always keep in mind the sol-
diers, marines, sailors and 
airmen who have sacrificed 
so much over the course of 
the last nine years.

Many National Guard 
troops are returning to Vir-
ginia. Welcome home, and 
thank you for your sacri-
fice.

 One way to support our 
servicemen and women is 
to craft a responsible and 
effective National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) 
to fund our military. This 
bill is passed each year to 
set the funding levels for 
the Department of Defense. 
I was proud to support 
the NDAA for Fiscal Year 
2012, which ensures that 
the brave members of our 
Armed Forces have the tools 
and resources they need to 
accomplish their missions.

This legislation was 
passed by the House and 
Senate in December, and 
awaits the President’s signa-
ture. This bill authorizes a 
modest 1.6% pay increase, 
but it never can express 
how truly grateful we are as 
a nation for the service and 
sacrifice of our all-volunteer 
force and their families.

Additionally, some very 
important provisions were 
included to ensure our 
industrial base maintains 
a constant work load and a 
fully employed work force. 
$14.9 billion was authorized 
for U.S. Navy shipbuilding, 
a total of 10 ships, which 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

include two Virginia Class 
submarines, which will par-
tially be built in the New-
port News shipyard. This 
is great for national secu-
rity, and the security of the 
workforce at the shipyard.

Unfortunately, some of 
the discussion about the 
NDAA has been overshad-
owed by misinformation in 
the media about certain pro-
visions involving the deten-
tion of Al Qaeda terrorists. 
I’m concerned about the 
circulation of misinforma-
tion; the NDAA does not 
supersede the Constitution 
and does not change the 
laws already on the books 
with regard to the treatment 
of U.S. citizens.

The simple truth is that I 
would not and do not sup-
port any attempt to deny a 
U.S. citizen his constitu-
tional right to due process 
under the Fifth Amend-
ment. The NDAA does not 
compromise these rights; 
instead, it specifically 
ensures that U.S. citizens 
would not be subject to the 
requirement that captured 
foreign terrorists be held in 
military custody. Americans 
deserve their civil liberties 
as defined in our Constitu-
tion, and they also deserve 
to be protected from terror-
ists who wish to harm this 

country. I believe that we 
can meet both objectives.  

The House also consid-
ered the conference report 
to the FY12 Consolidated 
and Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, a bill to fund the 
federal government through 
the end of the fiscal year. 
While I supported many 
of the provisions in this 
legislation, I voted against 
this bill. As I’ve said in the 
past, I simply do not feel 
that it is responsible to fund 
the government through an 
“omnibus” piece of legisla-
tion that combines multiple 

appropriations bills.
Federal budget decisions 

should be made through 
open debate and through 
clear, detailed examina-
tion of each area in the 
budget. The constituents 
of America’s First District 
consistently remind me that 
government spending has 
got to be transparent so that 
Congress can be account-
able to the American tax-
payer.

This massive spend-
ing legislation is simply 
another example of Wash-
ington’s broken process. 
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ATLANTA—The Nor-
thumberland High School 
Marching Indians, under the 
direction of Walt Mallorie, 
traveled to Atlanta, Ga., 
December 28 to 31, to par-
ticipate in Chick-fil-A Bowl 
festivities.

Twenty-nine band mem-
bers and 14 chaperones 
loaded the bus early Wednes-
day morning for their drive 
to Atlanta, reported band 
boosters member Patricia 
M. Parker. On Thursday, the 
band performed in the con-
cert bands and field show 
competitions, earning a 
first-place trophy in concert 
band and a second-place 
trophy in field show for their 
division.

During free-time, they 
visited the great Georgia 
Aquarium and the CNN 
Building in downtown 
Atlanta where they had a 
chance to chat with mem-
bers of the University of 
Virginia band, also perform-
ing at the bowl game, said 
Parker.

Friday activities included 
a four-hour practice with the 
Chick-fil-A Mass Band. This 
band consisted of over 700 
band members from 11 
bands from Virginia, Texas, 
Illinois, Louisiana, and 

KILMARNOCK—A public hearing will be held during 
the planning commission meeting Monday, January 9, 
regarding the rezoning of property adjacent to the Technol-
ogy Park and north of Grace Hill subdivision. The meeting 
will begin at 6 p.m. in the town hall at 514 North Main 
Street.

The town of Kilmarnock proposes to rezone some 56 
acres of its property from residential to industrial as part of 
a plan to expand the Technology Park. 

According to zoning administrator Marshall Sebra, the 
expanded park would be accessed by extending Technol-
ogy Park Drive. No other entrances are planned.

KILMARNOCK—The 
American Red Cross River 
Counties disaster action 
team responded to a house 
fire Christmas Day on Mary 
Ball Road.

The team offered sup-
port and financial assis-
tance to three adults and a 
child, providing clothing, 
food, prescription medica-
tions and two motel rooms, 

reported executive director 
Julie Dudley.

In December, River Coun-
ties responded to house fires 
in Lancaster, Middlesex 
and Westmoreland support-
ing and financially assisting 
eight adults and five chil-
dren, said Dudley.

This has been a busy year 
for the American Red Cross, 
she said. In 2011, Virginia 

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster school board members 
will hold an organizational meeting at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
January 9, in the middle school media center.

Members will appoint a chairman and vice chairman, 
members to serve on affiliated organizations including 
the Northern Neck Technical Center and Chesapeake Bay 
Governor’s School, and delegates to the Virginia School 
Board Association.

Northumberland High School Marching Band members perfroming in the Chick-fil-A 
Bowl and related activities, from left, are (front row) Matthew Ness, Stacy Seldon, 
Joey Gaskins, Olivia Vogel, Tyler Bruner, DJ Hall, Da’quan Dickerson and director Walt 
Mallorie; (next row) Collin May, Adam Parker, John Abbott, Rebecca Kues, Drum Major 
Johnnie McAfee, Sarah Stables, Rebecca Daniel, Audrey Williams and Alexxus Canter; 
(next row) Alex Baughan, Logan Renton, Nick Slaughter, Zachary Kent, Nathan Kiss, 
Benner English, Taylor Renton, Cathleen Harp, Ryan Parker, Philip Raine, Casey Gaskins, 
Bev Peregoy and Chelsea Kline.

Northumberland band wins 
Chick-fil-A Bowl trophies

Seniors John Abbott 
and Ryan Parker accept 
concert band and field 
show trophies on behalf of 
the Northumberland High 
School Marching Indians.

Georgia and was directed by 
three college band directors.  
Social activities included a 
banquet, awards ceremony 
and dance at the Georgia 
International Convention 
Center.

The kids looked fabulous 
and enjoyed the night danc-
ing with students from other 
bands, said Parker.

Saturday was a day of 
memories. The NHS band 
marched second in the 
Chick-fil-A Bowl Parade 
that traveled through the 
great areas of downtown 

Atlanta, she said,
The band placed second 

in their division, received 
many shouts of support 
from all the Virginia fans, 
and heard great applause for 
their music throughout the 
parade route. Northumber-
land joined the crowds at the 
Fan Fest before traveling the 
underground tunnels into 
the Georgia Dome.

The Mass Band per-
formed pre-game and half-
time shows for 70,000 
people and enjoyed being 
part of that crowd as they 
watched the game from the 
upper-deck.

The Northumberland 
Marching Band repre-
sented Northumberland 
County and the Northern 
Neck extremely well, said 
Parker. They performed 
with excitement and spoke 
proudly of their school and 
local area.

“Our little band took 
the hearts of many as we 
marched Northumberland 
Proud,” she said. “Thank 
you to everyone that helped 
make this trip happen. It 
truly was a trip to remem-
ber.”

On the gridiron, Auburn 
University beat the Univer-
sity of Virginia, 43-24.

Forestry department offers
tips for disposing of hot ash

The improper disposal of 
ashes from fireplaces and 
woodstoves can cause wild-
land fires, according to the 
Virginia Department of For-
estry (VDOF). Wood ashes 
retain enough heat to ignite 
other combustible materials 
for several days. High winds 
can uncover still-hot coals 
and start a wildfire.

 “Improper ash disposals 
destroy homes, outbuildings 
and valuable resources each 
year,” said VDOF resource 
protection manager Fred 
Turck.

The VDOF offers the fol-
lowing tips to prevent wild-
fires from hot ash.

container that can be tightly 
closed with a metal lid. Dump 
ashes into the container. 
Douse the ashes with water. 
Place the lid on the container 
and place the closed con-
tainer outside the home away 
from combustible materials. 
Leave ashes in the container 
for several days before dis-
posing of them. Wood ash, 

once completely cooled, can 
safely be disposed.

ash container on the deck, in 
the garage or in any location 
that may allow heat to trans-
fer from those hot coals to 
nearby flammable items. 

dumpster. There are certainly 
other combustible materials 
already in the dumpster.

in paper, plastic or cardboard 
containers.

are cold and pour them onto 
the ground (even into a hole) 
where leaves can blow onto 
them or the wind can stir up 
sparks.

-
tainer of ashes is “cold,” place 
in a pile and prepare the con-
tainer for the next load.

-
bers about the dangers asso-
ciated with hot ash disposal.

around areas that might not 
be considered as combus-
tible during wetter times, 

such as mulched flowerbeds 
and lawns that are drought 
stricken.

 One cord of wood pro-
duces about 50 pounds of 
ash, which can be used for 
many other purposes.

 Ashes from different types 
of wood vary slightly in their 
chemical composition, but all 
kinds of ashes can be used 
as fertilizer. They produce 
50% to 70% lime and contain 
phosphorus, potash and trace 
elements. Gardeners can 
raise the soil’s pH by apply-
ing wood ash to their soil. 
To avoid altering the pH too 
drastically, take a soil sample 
prior to the addition of wood 
ashes to your garden spot. If 
the soil pH value is below 5.8 
and there is a lime recom-
mendation on the soil test, 
then place a dusting of wood 
ash on the surface and work it 
into the soil.

 Also, ashes may be used 
as a repellent. Sprinkle ashes 
beside row crops and on paths 
through the garden to discour-
age slugs and snails.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Red Cross director reports activity

WHITE STONE—The town council will hold two 
public hearings tonight, January 5. The meeting will begin 
at 7 p.m. in the town office. 

Council will first seek input on a proposed ordinance that 
would allow a tax on the sale of cigarettes sold within town 
limits. A separate hearing will be held concerning a pro-
posed per pack tax of 15 cents. 

Town council has been struggling for the past eight 
months with an expected $23,000 deficit in its fiscal year 
2012 budget. To balance the budget, council voted to pay 
off an existing loan on the town office with money from 
its reserve fund. The cigarette tax will be used to rebuild 
that fund. Council has indicated in prior meetings a desire 
to discontinue the tax once the reserve fund has been re-
established. 

A separate hearing will address the renewal of a fran-
chise agreement with Gans Communications L.P., which 
does business as MetroCast Communications. Although 
the existing contract automatically renews for five years, 
the town is seeking comment on current cable television 
services and future expectations.

has seen major snowstorms, 
tornadoes, an earthquake, 
Hurricane Irene and the 
remnants of Tropical Storm 
Lee, causing loss of life and 
property and leaving mil-
lions of dollars in damage.

“As one of the most active 
years for disasters comes to 
a close, we encourage all 
Virginians to resolve to be 
ready for disaster in 2012,” 
said Dudley.  “Disasters 
can happen anytime and 
anywhere. Make your New 
Year’s Resolution to act now 
and take action by preparing 
for disasters in 2012.”

For guidelines of how to 
put together an emergency 
preparedness kit, make an 
emergency plan and how to 
stay informed, contact a Red 
Cross office, or visit red-
cross.org. Free checklists, 
tip sheets and family emer-
gency plan worksheets are 
available.

To volunteer, call River 
Counties at 435-7669, or 
the Northumberland chapter 
at 580-4933.  

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with 
a copy of the Rappahannock Record!

paper and online 


