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Judge rules:
Shifflett is found guilty
of felony manufacture of
marijuana for distribution
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Talent Extravaganza 2011 tickles the senses
Nathan and Sophia Pal (in front above)
lead the audience and performers in
a patriotic ﬁnale to the Kilmarnock
Museum’s annual Talent Extravaganza
last Saturday night at Lancaster Middle
School.
Lancaster
High’s
JROTC
presented the colors as the two hours of
dancing and singing to raise money for
the museum came to an end.
Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Will Sterling Walker and LaWanda Raines
Guinti (right) performed during Talent
Extravaganza 2011. Walker, who has
danced professionally with the Richmond
Ballet Company, teaches locally with
Linda’s School of Dance.
View more photos at RRecord.com

College president announces
plans for ‘Kilmarnock Center’
by Shannon Rice
KILMARNOCK—If all necessary funds are accumulated, the
Rappahannock Community College Kilmarnock Center could
hold a grand opening celebration
as soon as January 21.
Construction is under way
on the 8,100-square-foot center
which will occupy space previously housing Sears in the
Chesapeake Commons Shopping
Center.

Rappahannock
Community
College president Elizabeth
Crowther outlined the plans last
week for Kilmarnock’s economic
development committee.
“The triangle (Irvington, White
Stone and Kilmarnock) is the
center of philanthropy, civic and
retail,” said Crowther. “We do
have that workforce and now we
have an entity to train that workforce.”
The center will include classrooms, a testing center, com-

munity room, nursing lab, small
board room, ofﬁces, a student
lounge area and rooms with distance learning capabilities.
Programs and courses will
include accounting, business
administration, certiﬁed nurse
assistant, personal interest, prehealth, hospitality, community
leadership, adult basic education,
campus partnerships and Rappahannock Institute for Lifelong
Learning (RILL) courses.
RCC, continued on page A2

Rep. Rob Wittman joins Walk for
Recovery on streets of Kilmarnock
by Shannon Rice

A

lthough the rain may have
discouraged others from
attending, some 75 supporters
participated in the ﬁfth annual
Walk for Recovery in Kilmarnock
on Saturday.
The walk was sponsored by Bay
Counties Chapter of Substance
Abuse and Addiction Recovery
Alliance-Virgina (SAARA) and
the Middle Peninsula-Northern
Neck Community Services Board
(CSB). Donations will provide
scholarships to individuals seeking long-term recovery by attending the CSB’s Intensive Outpatient
Program.
The program provides a safe,
supportive place for adults who
are experiencing signiﬁcant prob- From left, Jonathon Jones, Rep. Rob Wittman and James
lems related to their use of alcohol Philbrick lead participants down the rainy streets of Kilmarnock
during the ﬁfth annual Walk for Recovery.
and/or mood altering drugs while
offering intensive counseling,
education, and family counseling
We’re making them take responsibility by making
to facilitate recovery.
them partially pay for their own recovery,” said
“The main thing is people have to be worthy
Philbrick.
of the scholarships. They pay for half of the proHe has been involved in recovery work for 30
gram and we pick up the rest,” said Carl Gerster
years.
of SAARA.
“We’re here because we think treatment for
In shirtsleeves and with umbrella in hand, Rep. alcoholism and addiction works,” said Philbrick.
Rob Wittman led the procession of walkers down
This year’s event raised approximately $2,300,
the wet streets of Kilmarnock.
which is signiﬁcantly lower than last year’s
“What a great way to support families in recov- $7,000.
ery during National Alcohol and Drug Addicton
“We’re just thankful for what we had. It’s
Recovery Month,” said Rep. Wittman, who has
important that those people came out to show
only missed one Walk for Recovery, “Our role in
their support,” said Micqui Whiddon of the
life is to take the time to help others, especially
Warsaw Counseling Center.
at those low points when they feel there’s no
Registration took place at Savannah Joe’s folplace to go. This is about families coming back
lowed by the walkers proceeding along several
together.”
Kilmarnock streets and back.
The main point emphasized by SAARA-Bay
Jumbo Lump Daddy and the Backﬁn Boys proCounties chapter president James Philbrick is
vided musical entertainment at the conclusion of
that the scholarships are not a giveaway program. the walk while the participants enjoyed barbecue
“The natural tendency is for people to slide.
sandwiches from Savannah Joe’s.
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LANCASTER—Noting the evidence in the case is sufﬁcient for
conviction, Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III on Monday found Matthew
Shifﬂett guilty of felony manufacture of marijuana for distribution.
Shifﬂett was sentenced to ﬁve years and a $500 ﬁne, both suspended, but must be on peace and good behavior for 10 years with
one year of supervised probation. Further, his driver’s license is suspended for six months and he is expected to continue his participation in the Virginia Department of Health Professions’ Health Practitioners’ Monitoring Program, which Judge Taliaferro commended as
one of the best treatment programs he’d reviewed.
According to Shifﬂett’s attorney, Frank Burke, since his arrest
14 months ago Shifﬂett has had numerous drug screening tests,
attended counseling, had weekly calls with his doctor, had his chiropractic license suspended for ﬁve weeks and has performed 102
hours of community service.
Although Burke asked
the court to continue
“The laws in our country
to take the case under
advisement, Judge Taliaapply to everyone equally.”
ferro chose to rule.
Prior to his conviction
—Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III
and sentencing of Shifﬂett, Judge Taliaferro
dismissed the misdemeanor charge against his wife, Caroline Shifﬂett, under the ﬁrst offender statute. Caroline Shifﬂett pled guilty
in March to a misdemeanor charge of ﬁrst-time possession and was
sentenced to periodic drug screening, a drug treatment program,
continued employment and community service. She also had her
driver’s license suspended for six months.
Judge Taliaferro had twice deferred a decision in the case.
The Shifﬂetts were arrested in June 2010 after police discovered
a growing operation of some 80 marijuana plants in the basement of
their home on Black Stump Road. The couple was charged with one
count each of felony manufacture of marijuana for use by others.
During Monday’s proceedings, Commonwealth’s Attorney C.
Jeffers Schmidt pointed out there were over 22 community leaders
present, most of whom represented the NAACP, and there is a “very
strong community sentiment in Lancaster County that this defendent
be found guilty.”
Schmidt told Judge Taliaferro that ﬁnding Shifﬂett guilty “is the
right thing to do.”
Although Burke admitted the Shifﬂetts “absolutely used marijuana
with each other and absolutely used marijuana with their friend,
Billy, a high school friend who is now dead, and absolutely used
marijuana with the woman who was the informant” and who sold
them the seeds for the plants in their possession, the two did not sell
marijuana. He said the Shifﬂetts were vital members of the community, did not have prior records and were active volunteers with
several organizations.
However, Judge Taliaferro said his ruling in the case had to be
made based on the evidence and testimony of experts who said “80
plants was vastly beyond anything that anyone would possess for
personal use.”
Although the evidence in the case did not show that “Dr. Shifﬂett sold any,” the quantity was greater than what two individuals
need, said Judge Taliaferro. Additionally, magazines about growing marijuana, pots, lights and a growing room were found at the
home, along with scales and a list of names. It was not clear, he said,
whether the list of names, which was entered into evidence, was that
of a list of customers or a list of Dr. Shifﬂett’s patients at his chiropractic ofﬁce.
Shifﬂett had said in previous testimony that he grew the marijuana
for his wife for various health problems, but Judge Taliaferro stated
that in Virginia there is no law authorizing its use for medicinal purposes.
“The laws in our country apply to everyone equally,” not based on
who they are, said Judge Taliaferro.
“I get no joy out of convicting anybody. It’s not a pleasant thing to
do,” he said before ﬁnding Shifﬂett guilty.
In his statement to the court before his sentencing, Shifﬂett said he
was a new father with a four-month-old son and pledged to the court
and those in attendance that he would “do nothing to jeopardize his
[son’s] well-being.”
“Despite the verdict in this case, I sincerely hope that our judges
will continue to take matters under advisement and consider all the
facts of each case,” said Burke following the ruling. “I have practiced in our courts since 1983, before many judges, all of whom have
shown wisdom, justice and compassion for their orders. Although I
have not always agreed with their decisions, I believe that they have
applied the law as they perceived to be in the best interest of justice.
While there was an overt attempt by some to insert racial overtones
into the Shifﬂett case, Judge Taliaferro did not decide the case on the
basis of race, but on what he believed the law to be.”

Northumberland teacher is
charged with three felonies
HEATHSVILLE—Christopher Joel “CJ” Richardson, 28, of Lottsburg was charged September 14 with three felonies following an
investigation by the Northumberland County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce.
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins said Richardson has been charged with
one count each of:
s 3ODOMY WITH A CHILD LESS THAN  YEARS OF AGE
s 5SE OF AN ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE FOR THE PURPOSE OF
procuring child pornography
s 3OLICITING A PERSON UNDER AGE  YEARS TO TAKE PART IN CHILD PORNOGraphy.
Richardson was employed as a teacher at the Northumberland
Elementary School, said Sheriff Wilkins. None of the alleged offenses
occurred on school property.
Richardson is being held in Northern Neck Regional Jail pending
a preliminary hearing at 4 p.m. October 21, said Northumberland
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jane Wrightson. His request for bail was
denied.
As a result of the charges ﬁled against Richardson, he has been
suspended from his teaching position pending the outcome of these
charges, said Northumberland school superintendent Clint Stables.
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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Ain’t they got talent
Talent Extravaganza 2011 featured a variety of
performers. See some of the show at RRecord.com

A2

InsideNews

September 22, 2011
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

RCC president announces plans for ‘Kilmarnock Center’
continued from page A1

Crowther said the latest technology will be available for
meetings and community use and the computer lab will
also serve as a testing center for industry credentials and
distance learning.
“We’re trying to expand occupational opportunities as
there are fewer jobs here and fewer opportunities for jobs
we do have,” said Crowther.
There won’t initially be a heavy credit course offering,
Crowther said. She expects about 150 credit students and
as many as 1,000 workforce and personal interest students
in the ﬁrst year of operation.

Chancellor highlights center opportunities
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IRVINGTON—Plans by Rappahannock Community College
(RCC) to open an educational
center in Kilmarnock could be a
boost to future generations in the
lower Northern Neck, said Dr.
Glenn DuBois, chancellor of Virginia’s Community College System
(VCCS). He believes the key to a
community’s economic development is higher education.
“Community college tends to be
an engine to community development,” said DuBois. He attended a
recent Virginia Foundation for Community College Education meeting
at the Tides Inn in Irvington.
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opportunities and a better ﬁnancial
future for them and their community.
There is also the opportunity for
high school students to dual enroll,
enabling them to get a jump on college by entering with accumulated
credits, he added.
In terms of attracting businesses
to the area, Dubois said companies
ﬁrst look at the quality of a community’s workforce in making a decision on relocating. The college’s
workforce development program
starts by assessing the needs of area
businesses and then offering training in those careers.
But bringing the college to town
also requires community support.
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dollars to advertise the town
in magazines each month as
a way of bringing people to
town, she said the RCC center
estimates some 1,150 people
will visit the Kilmarnock
Center each week. “No magazine advertising would have
that affect.”
Nunn suggested the students
and faculty would be spending
money in local shops, gas stations and grocery stores.
“We’ll be picking up a
thousand people and bringing them to town,” said Smith.
“The money will come back
to BPOL (business, professional, occupational license)
taxes and to local merchants
and the hospitals, which will
have larger pools of people to
pull from for employment. It’s
an excellent opportunity for us
to invest in the town.”
Member Denis Bouslough
said he was impressed with
the presentation and was in
favor of the $82,000 contribution until he started talking
to constituents. “Every one
of them thought $82,000 was
too much. Everyone thought
it should be prorated based on
what Lancaster County paid,”
said Bouslough.
-EMBER -AE 5MPHLETT
asked how much that would
amount to for the town, but no
one could offer an immediate
answer.
After the meeting, Smith
said the county’s budget is
about $26.5 million while Kilmarnock’s operating budget
is around $2.3 million. Based
on those ﬁgures, he calculated
the town’s share of a $50,000
contribution would amount to
approximately $4,300.
“There has not been

The Agenda
Local Government News
WHITE STONE—The
town council will discuss
its ﬁscal year 2012 budget
and possible solutions to
a nearly $23,000 deﬁcit
during a special meeting at
5:30 p.m. today (September
22) in the town ofﬁce on
Rappahannock Drive.
Council has been reviewing its options for increasing revenue through taxes or
imposing cuts in the budget
since discussions began
last April. In June, council
decided to pass the town’s
proposed $146,945 budget,
which included a $22,700
deﬁcit, by using money from
its reserve funds. However,
council also decided at that
time to ﬁnd a way to balance
the budget by October 1.
At the council’s September 1 meeting, councilman
Randy Reeves suggested
imposing a cigarette tax,
which he said could raise
nearly $30,000 for the
town.
Council also voted at
that meeting to increase
the town’s automobile and
motorcycle tags fees by $5
each.

adequate time to talk to an
adequate number of people,”
said Shawn Donahue. “I want
to make sure we’re comfortable with (giving $82,000).
They’ve already signed an
eight-year lease. They can give
us 30 days to talk to people
and make a decision.”
Donahue said he wanted
to be sensitive to the college’s
deadline of opening in January, and suggested council
make the decision at next
month’s meeting.
Nunn chastised council
members who did not attend
the presentation, including
Donahue, Paul Jones and
Mayor Raymond Booth,
saying all their questions
would have been answered
and they would have had additional time to consider it had
they attended last week’s presentation.
Member Paul Jones said
he was in favor of the college
coming to Kilmarnock, but
needed time to think about the
size of the contribution. He
felt the proposed amount was
too much.
Booth also objected to
being pushed into making a
decision.
“There has not been adequate time for disclosure on
this matter,” he said. Referring
to a $40,000 donation to repair
the roof on the Kilmarnock
Volunteer Fire Department, he
said “that was reported in the
newspaper and the public was
aware of that. Even the BPOL
tax was discussed for several
months. There was full disclosure. I’m a little surprised that
some members are willing to
spend this much money without adequate discussion. It’s
portrayed that this money is
just laying there…but it comes
out of our reserves.”
As a 1983 graduate of RCC,
Booth said he is delighted the
college is locating the center
in Kilmarnock.
“It’s a good thing for the
town of Kilmarnock, but it
needs to be discussed with the
citizens of Kilmarnock,” he
said. “Citizens will look with
chagrin on us railroading this
through.”

“We’ve lost $100 million in state
aid” while increasing enrollment at
23 community colleges throughout
the state, DuBois said. “We must
raise $550 million, accumulated
over ﬁve years.”
DuBois said Rappahannock
Community College president Dr.
Elizabeth Crowther is the “captain
of the ship” in the decision-making
process for bringing the center
to Kilmarnock. He compared the
future Kilmarnock Center to a
VCCS center at Culpeper and Germanna near Fredericksburg, which
eventually became a full campus.
“Centers give birth to campuses,”
he said. “You build a house by ﬁrst
digging the foundation.”

Correction

A quote in last week’s paper regarding a pump and haul
request before the Irvington Town Council was incorrectly attributed to council member R. Wayne Nunnally.
The comment was actually made by councilman Robert S.
Westbrook.

NAACP Voters Registration Drive
The Lancaster Branch of the NAACP will hold
a Voter Registration Drive at Calvary Baptist
Church on Saturday, September 24th. The drive
will start at 1pm and end at 4pm. The Calvary
Baptist Church is located at 490 East Church
Street in Kilmarnock, VA. You must be at least
18 years old by the date of the next general
election to vote. The last date to register to vote
in the next election is October 17th.
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KILMARNOCK—The
town council on Monday
agreed to allocate money to
Rappahannock Community
College (RCC) to open an
educational center in Kilmarnock, but could not agree on
the amount. They postponed a
decision until October.
Economic
development
committee chairman William
Smith said the committee recommended the town invest
$82,000 for startup costs of
the RCC Kilmarnock Center.
He noted the amount would
come from $100,000 in the
street and sidewalk capital
improvement budget and is
equal to the total of contributions promised by Lancaster
County ($50,000) and the
Lancaster Economic Development Authority ($32,000).
College president Dr. Elizabeth Crowther gave the committee a presentation on the
campus and told members
that RCC has committed to an
eight-year lease in Chesapeake
Commons, said Smith.
According to council
member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
the center will have “virtual”
classrooms with Mary Baldwin, Mary Washington and
Old Dominion universities as
well as an occupational unit
for job training.
“This is the most amazing
thing for this town,” she said.
While noting one council
member had previously suggested spending thousands of

How to reach us:
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“It is the best place to go for
retraining to change careers,” said
DuBois. “Engineering and high
tech opportunities start in community colleges.”
At one-third the cost of other colleges, students will save money by
spending their ﬁrst two years at the
community college level, he said.
DuBois said VCCS already has
career coaches in middle and high
schools reaching out to students
who would drop out or know little
about the beneﬁts of postsecondary education and have no intention of pursuing it. The aim is to
show them that “12th grade is not
the ﬁnish line” and higher education will open doors to greater

Council postpones vote
on college center funding

Member:Virginia Press Association
and National Newspaper Association

Q $36.00 per year

County and the Lancaster Economic Development Authority is giving.
“The investment is signiﬁcant, but is going to be a big
payoff to the region and county…We signed an eight-year
lease so we’re serious about being here,” said Crowther.
According to vice mayor William Smith, the town has
$100,000 allocated for streets and sidewalks that has been
in the budget for at least three years that it could donate to
the center.
“This would be great for Kilmarnock from a development standpoint,” said Smith.

Y

R

Costs for the center buildout, including demolition,
walls and ﬁnishing, total around $515,000. Equipment,
technology and furnishings are estimated at $560,000 and
signage costs at $20,000. An annual operating budget of
$450,000 is anticipated.
Lancaster Community Investors LLC, the Virginia Community College System, Rappahannock Community College and the Jesse DuPont Foundation have partnered in
funding for the center.
Crowther asked the Town of Kilmarnock to invest
$82,000, an amount that would match what Lancaster

In Support of Candidate

Greg Keyser
running for

Sheriff of
Northumberland County
Sunday, September 25
2 p.m.
The Heathsville Tavern
*Meet & Greet with
Greg Keyser
*Square Peg Square Dancers
*New St. Johns Mens Choir

FREE to everyone!
Come out, have lunch
and enjoy
the afternoon with us!
Paid for and Authorized by Greg Keyser for Sheriff
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Red Cross honors leaders, reports on busy 94th year
he River Counties Chapter of the American Red
Cross recently hosted its
annual Leadership Banquet at
Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club. Community leaders
honored included Carolyn
Schmalenberger of Middlesex County, Philip Belﬁeld
of Richmond County, and
Austin Roberts III of Lancaster County.
“River Counties Chapter
board of directors and staff
welcomed the opportunity
to honor them and to give
their communities a chance
to express appreciation for
their outstanding services,”
said executive director Julie
Dudley.
Speakers including the
Rev. John Farmer, Austin

Roberts IV, Buzz Lambert
and Jason Patton did a great
job of entertaining the guests
with examples of the honorees energy, skills, knowledge
and helping hands to those in
need, she said
Paul Sciacchitano welcomed honorees and guests.
He started the event by thanking Bay FM, Northern Neck
Electric Cooperative and
Dominion Virginia Power for
keeping residents informed
and for the quick response in
restoring power during Hurricane Irene.
While recognizing community leaders, the Red Cross
also celebrated its 94th year
of service in this area.

Assistance assessment
With the recent hurricane,

510 residents were provided
with shelter in ﬁve counties,
2,309 meals were served and
5,723 snacks were distributed.
In Westmoreland, disaster teams are still active with
ﬂooding and have ﬁnancially
assisted 10 individuals.
The chapter also supports
house ﬁre clients and since
January it has ﬁnancially
assisted 18 families (30 adults
and 13 children). In providing services to displaced
families and individuals, the
chapter assists with motel
accommodations, food, clothing and necessary items such
as medical supplies and a
comfort kit.
Deltaville experienced a
tornado in April and four

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported charges
against ﬁve individuals.

Felonies
Steve L. Waller, 50, of
Harris Road was charged
September 13 on a Northumberland warrant with
possession of a controlled
substance.
James R. Riggin, 29, of
Totuskey Church Road was
charged September 15 with
burglary and a third offense
of larceny.

Misdemeanors
A Mosquito Point Road
woman, 21, was charged
September 14 with assault
and battery.
A Wilson Lane man, 47,
was charged September 16
with nonpayment of court
ﬁnes/costs.
A Rocky Neck Road man,
24, was charged September
16 with nonpayment of court
ﬁnes/costs.

Activity Report
Sept. 13: Staff received
a complaint of attempted
fraud from a Lara Road resident (complainant reported
numerous telephone calls
telling her she had won a
substantial amount of money
and that in order to claim her
prize money she needed to
send $800), a felony domestic assault report from a Millenbeck Road resident and an
assault by threat complaint
from a Windmill Point Road
resident.
Staff also responded to a
motorist’s report of heavy
debris in the road near Mary
Ball and Ocran roads and
the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT)
was notiﬁed to remove the
large load of lumber. Staff
responded to an assault complaint in the 1600 block of
Windmill Point Road, to a
trespass complaint in the
1300 block of Irvington
Road, and to Sandlin Drive
to assist a citizen with special needs in locating temporary housing.
Sept. 14: Staff checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made
(Emergency Medical Services (EMS) was called, subject had been down on the
ﬂoor for approximately 12
hours).
Staff responded to a
domestic disturbance on
Wilson Lane, received a residential burglary report from
a Dawson Lane resident
(gold jewelry and Italian gold
coin, $4,850 loss), received a
larceny report from Chesapeake Drive (lawn cart, $400
loss), and notiﬁed Virginia
State Police (VSP) of a trafﬁc complaint of unlicensed
motorcycle operation and
child endangerment (no
helmet) in the area of Shore
Drive (all deputies currently
on other calls).
Sept. 15: Staff received
a juvenile behavioral complaint from a Woodbrook
Drive resident (referral made
to the juvenile probation
ofﬁcer), responded with the
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a disturbance/trespass complaint on
East Church Street, and with
VSP to a two-vehicle trafﬁc
crash near Millenbeck and
Slabtown roads (property
damage only).
Sept. 16: Staff responded
to a two-vehicle trafﬁc crash
on Reynolds Farm Road, to
a single-vehicle trafﬁc crash
in the 10000 block of Mary
Ball Road (property damage
only), with VSP to a single-

CRIME
SOLVERS

T

he Lancaster
County Crime
Solvers seeks information on stolen jewelry taken from 231
Dawson Lane in White
Stone sometime before
September 14.
Items reported taken
include a set of gold
round twisted earrings,
a set of gold ingraved
earrings, a gold medallion 18-inch necklace,
a gold necklace, and an
Italian gold coin.
Report information on the jewelry, or
someone in possession
of these items, to Lancaster County Crime
Solvers at 462-7463.
You will not have
to give your name or
appear in court. If your
information is useful to
law enforcement, you
could receive a reward
up to $1,000.

vehicle trafﬁc crash approximately a mile west of Lively,
and with KPD to a suspicious vehicle complaint on
East Church Street.
Sept. 17: Staff responded
to an E911 disconnect call on
Saltwater Drive (telephone
line problem), to a reckless
driving complaint in the
Nuttsville area, and to a juvenile behavioral complaint on
Simmons Lane ($75 property damages reported).
Sept. 18: Staff checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant
after
prearranged
telephone contact could not be
made (no emergency services needed), responded
to a domestic disturbance
on Churchﬁelds Lane, to a
disturbance call on Fleets
Bay Road (property owner/
contractor dispute), and to a
domestic disturbance on Sullavans Road.
Sept. 19: Staff received
a larceny report from Starﬁsh Lane (aluminum brake
and saw horses, $1,480 loss),
and responded to a juvenile
behavioral complaint on
Chestnut Grove Lane.
Also this week, staff conducted eight trafﬁc stops,
issued two summonses,
assisted two motorists,
reported a deer strike, handled three calls for trafﬁc
control, investigated nine
building alarms and ﬁelded a
call for animal control.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a propane gas leak on
Pinckardsville Road and
a smoke report on Hatton
Avenue.
4HE 5PPER ,ANCASTER
Volunteer Fire Department
responded to a call for a
Med-Evac landing zone.
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a ﬁre on Morattico Church
Road.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles A.
Wilkins this week reported
charges against eight individuals.

Felonies
Travis James Grifﬁth,
21, of Fredericksburg was
charged September 13 with a
Circuit Court probation violation.
Jermaine Cordell Brooks,
32, of Lottsburg was charged
September 13 with a Circuit

families received ﬁnancial
assistance.
Blood banks collected
2,113 usable pints during the
past year.
Armed Forces Emergency
messages were sent to 27 personnel.
Some 75 family members
received information.
Some 1,336 students were
certiﬁed in CPR, ﬁrst aid,
lifeguarding, water safety, Pet
CPR and babysitting.
Some 97 second-graders were taught to swim in
Lancaster through a Jessie
DuPont Fund grant.
Many of the Red Cross services are provided free to the
community through donations. Red Cross does not
receive federal or government

funding, said Sciacchitano.
Combined, the three honorees have given more than 100
years to community service,
said Dudley. She thanked
Jane Bishop and volunteers,
Ashley Hodges and Heather
Ashburn, who helped organize the event; Richard Shore
for taking photographs; and
Dennis Burchill emceeing the
event.
Dudley added that ticket
prices were reduced by generous contributions of platinum
sponsors including Bank of
Lancaster and Chesapeake
"ANK GOLD SPONSOR 5NION
First Market Bank; silver
sponsors Arton Glass, Connemara Corporation, Richmond
County Board of Supervisors, EVB, Mary Kay Rotert

and Sciacchitano; bronze
sponsor Revere Gas; beverage sponsors Carter Financial
Corporation, Curry & Curry
and Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury; and contributors Hope & Glory Inn, and
Lower Northern Neck, Middlesex and Richmond County
YMCAs.

We buy
gold
silver
& coins

Commission ‘signs off ’
on revised regulations

Court probation violation.
Lemanuel Veney, 38, of
by Shannon Rice
Heathsville was charged
September 14 with branHEATHSVILLE—The
dishing a ﬁrearm or likeness Northumberland
County
thereof within 1,000 feet of Planning Commission last
school property.
week decided to include new
Misdemeanors
sign guidelines in the revised
A Farnham man, 19, was county zoning ordinance
charged September 11 with now being drafted.
knowingly allowing another
“Before, we had speciﬁc
whose permit was suspended sizes for different types of
to drive his vehicle.
signs. What’s changed in
A Mechanicsville man, this ordinance is that we’ve
36, was charged September gone to signage that is based
11 with assault and battery.
on the district that you’re in,
A Heathsville man, 27, and we’ve also expanded
was charged September 12 that a little bit into pole
with failure to appear in the signs, monument style signs
Juvenile and Domestic Rela- and we’ve also talked about
tions Court in Northumber- illumination,” said assistant
land County as well as the county administrator Luttrell
General District Court in Tadlock.
Lancaster County.
The motion for inclusion
An Ophelia man, 36, was was made by Charles Wilcharged September 13 with liams and seconded by Wiltwo counts of assault and liam Kling with all members
battery of a family or house- present voting in favor of the
hold member.
changes. Vice chairmen GarA Callao woman, 20, was ﬁeld Parker was not present
charged September 16 with at Thursday’s meeting.
animal cruelty and animal
“It’s a proper blend
cruelty by deprivation.
between too much signage
Update
and enough to make sure
In the September 8 Sher- businesses are recognized,”
iffs’ Reports, it was noted said Lee Allain of Lottsburg.
that Marvell Alterrick Rice,
The decision is not an ofﬁ34, of Kilmarnock was cial action that will be passed
charged September 4 with on to the board of superviaggravated sexual battery. sors yet, but merely an action
However, Northumberland to include the modiﬁed sigCounty
Commonwealth’s nage regulations in the ﬁnal
Attorney Jane Wrightson revised zoning ordinance
conﬁrmed that charge was package.
nolle prossed.
Tadlock also suggested at
In the September 15 Sher- last week’s meeting that the
iffs’ Reports, it was noted commission review the ordithat Rice was charged Sep- nance deﬁnition of a tourist
tember 7 with sexual bat- home.
tery. Wrightson indicated
“The way that our deﬁnia preliminary hearing has tion is set up in our zoning
been set for October 17 at ordinance for a tourist home,
11 a.m.
anyone that wants to rent out

C O M I N G S O O N!

their house, whether it’s daily,
weekly, monthly, it really
doesn’t specify a time frame
and kind of gets sticky,”
said Tadlock. “It contradicts
everything that needs to go to
the board of supervisors as a
conditional use. I don’t think
that was the initial intent of
this language.”

Free estimate,
instant payment
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Fiction
or
Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Government
spending

by Robert Mason Jr.
You may have found
R&R on your summer
vacation.
I found R, R, R, R, R, R
& R and returned to work
revitalized.
I’m referring to rest,
relaxation, recreation, reading, rain-assisted sleep,
rhythm and recuperation.
The important thing to
remember is that I found all
of this only 17 miles from
home.
As I unwound at Belle
Isle State Park, I felt like
I just as easily could have
been 1700 miles away—no
phone, no computer, no
worries.
Reﬂecting on my weekend getaway still offers an
effective escape from the
pressures of another deadline.
And I owe it all to the
Friends of Belle Isle.
As the Michelle Nixon &
Drive Music by the River
concert approached back in
August, park manager Tim
Shrader called with an offer
I couldn’t refuse.
As a gesture of appreciation, my “friends” had
reserved a campsite for me
and Tim threw in the use of
his family camper.
Did I mention the camper
has air conditioning, a
microwave, stove, refrigerator, plumbing, large comfortable bedding, stereo and
a television?
Plus, Nixon and company
jammed around their campsite for a couple of hours
following the concert.
In addition to the campsite, the Friends recently
presented me a certiﬁcate
of appreciation for serving
as the Music by the River
coordinator, scouting performers, scheduling shows,
negotiating fees, and promoting the series.
I’ve already started the
“wheels turning” for the
2012 season.
The group’s mission is
to help conserve the park’s
natural, cultural, scenic and
recreational resources.
The park offers some 733
acres on Deep Creek, Mulberry Creek and the Rappahannock River to explore.
In addition to camping facilities, visitors will
ﬁnd hiking and horseback
riding trails; bicycle,
canoe, kayak and small
boat rentals; picnic areas,
including shelter rentals;
cabin and guest house rentals; boat and canoe launching facilities; a ﬁshing
pier; geocaching with GPS
rentals; and educational
and recreational programming.
The park is open daily
from sunup to sundown.
It’s all affordable and
it’s all nearby. For fall
programming, visit virginiastateparks.gov, or call
462-5030.
The Friends of Belle Isle
welcomes new members. To
join, call the park.

The day after Hurricane Irene blew through, this great blue heron came surﬁng
along Barrett Creek. For the next three mornings, he returned looking for the
board.

Photo by Jackie Sweet

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the September 22, 1911,
issue of the Virginia Citizen)
Irvington
Mrs. T. R. Tellis is on a two week visit in
Baltimore.
Little Mabel Glenn, of Whealton, was here
one day this week.
Miss Corrine Rogers, of Millenbeck, is
guest of Miss Eloise Towill.
W. W. Allison hurt his back a few days ago
and is still suffering from it.
S. L. Balderson, of the U.S. Navy, is on a
ten-day furlough to his home here.
A wood saw would ﬁnd lots of work in our
village. What has become of the sawyers.
Frank Oliver and Paul Messick left Monday
for school duties at Blacksburg and Fork
Union.
Capt. W. D. Newbill, stationed at Fort Myer,
Va., spent Saturday, Sunday and Monday at
his home here.
Rammed Schooner Sinks
Schooner Edward L. Martin, loaded with
lumber and bound from Freeport, Gloucester County, to Baltimore, was run into by
steamer Manna Hatta, plying between Baltimore and New York, last Thursday night
and was so badly damaged that she sunk in
a short while. The schooner belongs to Jon.
Farinbolt of Freeport, and was commanded by
Captain John Kennard. The Manna Hatta laid
by the sunken schooner several hours and it
is supposed took the master and his crew on
board, and possibly Mrs. Kennard, who usually accompanies the Captain. It is thought
no lives were lost, although it was not stated
to ofﬁcers of the Potomac who answered the
call.

Lancaster Courthouse
The school here opened on Monday last
with a full attendance and the same corps of
teachers as last year.
Bob Jett and family, who spent the month
of August in this vicinity, left on Friday last
for their home in Baltimore.
Gus Fisher, of Emmerton, spent Monday
with friends here.
Cy Chilton and Sam Downing left via Saturday’s steamer to resume their school duties
at Blacksburg and Richmond college, respectively.
Joe Stephens and brothers, of Wicomico
Church, were here Sunday visiting relatives
and friends.
Raymond Haynie, of Lillian, was the weekend guest of his sister, Mrs. J. H. McKenney.
Miss Alice Chilton leaves on Monday next
for Fredericksburg to enter the Normal School
in that city. Many regret the departure of this
popular young lady from the neighborhood,
where she is such a favorite socially.
Weems
Miss Eva Sadler and Miss Mason, of Middlesex, spent Sunday at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. J. R. Sadler, at this place.
Mrs. B. G. Doggett is in Norfolk this week.
Baptist Aid Society next Wednesday night
to be at the home of Mrs. Pauline Ashburn.
R. L. Bryant this week began building an
addition to C. L. Marsh’s dwelling.
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Ashburn have returned
from a visit to friends in Richmond County.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
Library)

YOUR LETTERS
Refreshing
reminder
On September 5, my son
was loading furniture in his
vehicle from a Kilmarnock
storage unit.
To make room, he
removed his guitar and
case out of the vehicle and
set it aside. With table and
chairs loaded he pulls off,
forgetting the guitar which
is his most prized possession. Of course, when he
remembered, hours later, he
returned to ﬁnd the guitar
was gone.
We notiﬁed police, radio

September 22, 2011
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

and newspaper and questioned all the surrounding
businesses. Nothing. Then
my wife put ﬂyers on all the
storage unit doors.
On September 14, I get
a phone call and the guy
says “Are you missing a
guitar?”
After I regained consciousness, he said he saw
it sitting outside that day
and a storm was coming
so he picked it up. Since
there was no identiﬁcation inside (there is now)
he took it home to Reedville and hadn’t been back

to Kilmarnock since. His
girlfriend had seen one of
the flyers and gave him
our phone number.
We met the hero an
hour later and got the
guitar back in perfect
shape and the hero got a
reward. Isn’t it refreshing to know that there are
still honest people in the
world? This guy has made
at least three new friends
for life. Oh, by the way,
September 14 is my son’s
birthday.
Bill Mitchell,
Cox’s Farm Road

What is it with people
who have a little power
and all of a sudden feel the
need to spend other people’s
monies?
I don’t live in Irvington so
I guess it’s none of my business, but if I lived there, I
would be highly provoked,
greatly annoyed and profoundly disturbed with the
town council’s decision to
give my money to a charity of their choice. This just
truly smacks of the current
Washington elite’s mentality.
Is there something wrong
with returning the extra
money to the rightful owners
and letting them decide to
buy a CD or not, or lowering the taxes since obviously
they are being over taxed?
Who in the world gives
this council the right to pick
and choose on which charity to bestow a gift? And is
a golf tournament really a
charity?
Funny, the same day I
read this article an opinion
piece appeared in an area
daily paper which in part
reads “I cannot undertake to
lay my ﬁnger on that article
of the Constitution which
granted a right to Congress
of expending on objects of
benevolence the money of
their constituents.…James
Madison.”
I know, I know—the
council’s not quite in the
same league—but certainly
the principle is the same.
You can bet I’ll be watching more closely what my
county supervisors do with
my tax dollars and I certainly hope they have more
common sense than the
members of this town council. I guess that remains to
be seen, too.
Donna Davis,
White Stone

Vote for Nunnally
In 25 years here, I have
never felt the urge to write
you supporting the election
of any political candidate.
This is an unusual election coming onto our horizon. Sadly, I will be offshore that day, but mind
you, I have applied for my
absentee ballot. Upon that
ballot, I will cast my vote
for R. Wayne Nunnally, and
I invite others to join in so
doing.
Wayne has, for my two
plus decades as a local
pastor, offered free legal
assistance to so many in our
community, far and above
just our Irvington clan. He
has traveled west to Charlottesville, down to North
Carolina and/or arranged
with other attorneys to represent Lancaster County
citizens, even as far away as
Florida. In addition, in any
number of courtroom victories, he has even invited
the families to his home,
cooked and served them
celebration meals. He is, for
me, the epitome of a good
neighbor. We are fortunate
to have him living here.

Nunnally has decades of
courtroom experience in
civil, circuit and Supreme
Court trials, as well as timein-grade as Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney, Portsmouth. He will be a great
Commonwealth’s Attorney
for Lancaster. Please vote
for R. Wayne Nunnally on
November 6, 2011.
John Howard Farmer,
Irvington

There’s more to
the PUD report
I was one of many who
heard the AES consultant
report on the proposed Bluff
Point PUD and “by-right”
subdivision (BRSD) comparison study. I listened,
took notes, and have since
read the 80-page report.
Audrey
Thomasson’s
account in the paper failed to
mention a number of things
the consultants stated.
Half of the 80-page
document is the ﬁnancial analysis. The other 40
pages review the county
ordinances, possible conditions, comprehensive plan,
environmental and trafﬁc
aspects.
Lamont Myers, who
did the ﬁnancial analysis,
stated repeatedly that his
calculations are based on
the “assumption” that the
housing market and economy would return to normalcy or “equilibrium.” He
stated, “It is hard to envision either project, by-right
or the PUD, going through
in the current economic
environment.”
Approval of the marina
by the permitting agencies
is necessary for the Harbor
Village to exist. Without the
Harbor Village the PUD is
not likely to succeed.
The Army Corps of Engineers, one of the permitting agencies, “has been
opposed to the dredging of
inland waterways.”
The most inferior roads
would access the PUD.
She also incorrectly
reported that “A by-right
development would prevent
building in the conservation
district.” Development “byright” allows development
in the conservation-zoned
district. 30+ residences
would be currently allowed,
as opposed to nearly 300.
In 2007, the supervisors
unanimously agreed to protect the remaining 3,235
acres from intense development.
The consultant report can
be found at co.northumberland.va.us, or hard copies
are in the Lancaster and
Northumberland libraries.
Can
Northumberland
County afford to lose its
conservation-zoned lands?
Can it afford to lose the
quality of life that makes it
so special and unique and
attracts people here? Can
any conditions the county
might place on the PUD
assure the county has control, when conditions can be
changed to suit the needs of
the developer?
Ida Hall,
Kilmarnock

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

T

his week Northumberland County is
celebrating the birthday of its Queen,
June Balderson. June spent many years as
the administrative assistant in the county
administrator’s ofﬁce at the old Courthouse in Heathsville, during the tenure of
the county’s legendary ﬁrst administrator,
John Burton. For almost 20 years now she
has been enjoying the comforts of retirement at her home near Reedville.
June is a most meticulous individual
whose mental capacity far exceeds that of
any computer yet invented. When she was
at the Courthouse she knew everything
that was happening in the county, who
needed what, where the people in question
lived, and what the rules and laws were
that governed their requests. From her
neatly appointed desk, she could handle
almost any matter that came before her,
and for those few that she could not adjudicate herself, she knew where to direct
the question for the correct resolution.
Her memory for detail is astounding, as
is her grasp of all the pertinent issues at
hand. For countless citizens she made the
task of dealing with government not only
more efﬁcient, but personally more pleas-

When it came to public
service, June did her best
and, in so doing, set a
great example for others
to follow.
ant. That comprehension of the intricacies
of government’s workings she passed on
to her elder son, who recently retired from
the Senior Executive Service of the federal government in Washington.
June comes by her mental acuity quite
naturally as she was born a Norris, part
of a family known for its innate understanding of business and economics. Her
uncles were Garland and Hugh Norris,
who for decades operated the old Norris
Market on Main Street in Kilmarnock.
When Garland died 25 years ago this
week, I wrote a column on his wealth
of knowledge and how he had used it
throughout his life. That same trait exists
in June. Quite simply, she knows how to
get things accomplished.

To speak of June purely as an efﬁcient
person is to fail to note her great humanity. She always has used her many talents
with compassion and caring for those
who sought her assistance. Her work was
also her charity, and over the course of her
years in government service, innumerable
citizens of Northumberland County have
been her beneﬁciaries. She personally
made dealing with the intricacies of government a better experience than it otherwise might have been for those perplexed
by its morass.
Initially, over a quarter of a century ago,
I came to know June through her work in
county government, and only later did
I have the experience, too rarely I must
say, of learning of her commitment to the
world of music. For many years she was
the pianist at Coan Baptist Church, where
her musical skills reverberated throughout the walls of that historic brick structure near Heathsville. It was the perfect
setting for a musician of her stature, with
the architecture reﬂecting the same classicism that her notes evoked.
Her touch on the piano is both elegant
and symphonic in quality. I am not quali-

ﬁed to be a music critic, but the few times
I have heard June at the keyboard, alas
mostly at funerals, I have been enthralled
by her performance and versatility. She
is a gifted musician who carries over her
demand for excellence in that arena as
conscientiously as she has done in her
public service.
If every government worker, from the
lowest to the highest, applied the same
level of conscience and competence that
June did throughout her years of dedication to the public trust, our communities,
our Commonwealth and our nation indeed
would be the shining beacon, the “city on
the hill” that Ronald Reagan was so fond
of citing. When it came to public service,
June did her best and, in so doing, set a
great example for others to follow.
Yesterday was her birthday, and she
richly deserves the gratitude and good
wishes of all whom she has helped along
the years. When one speaks of government, June’s years of service are unsurpassed in quality.
Happy Birthday to the Queen of Northumberland! Long May She Reign! “Ad
multos annos!”
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Lancaster
Democrats to
meet Sept. 26
in Kilmarnock

Do you remember?
Tropical Treat was one of Kilmarnock’s ﬁrst fast food restaurants. The drive-in was
on Main Street next to the post ofﬁce, said Kilmrnock Museum president Carroll
Lee Ashburn. Ed Pouchot of Kilmarnock operated the restaurant in the late ‘60s and
early ‘70s.The building was demolished in 1978. “Do you remember?” is a community
service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

What’s happening around town?
www.RRecord.com

YOUR LETTERS
Schools must
meet the needs
of all students
I attended a Northumberland School board meeting
September 12. I had not
prepared formal remarks
but I decided to share a concern, one that is important
to everyone who is a stakeholder in the Northumberland County school system.
You are a stakeholder
if your taxes support the
schools or if you care about
the education of children in
Northumberland County.
In the 2010-11 school year
only 63% of African American students graduated
from Northumberland High
School in four years. Please
see for yourself. Access the
VA School Report Card at
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.
gov/reportcard/
Educators must revise and
modify their teaching methods to develop lessons and
assessments where students
can excel.
The VA Report Card
recognizes Standard and
Advanced diplomas as evidence of graduation. To earn
a veriﬁed credit, the student

must pass the course and the
VA SOL test that is given
at the end of the course.
Only classes with an end of
course (EOC) SOL can earn
a student a veriﬁed credit.
Federal funding exists
for students who need extra
help passing SOL tests. It is
called Project Graduation.
This program is designed to
incorporate incentives for
students to attend review
sessions and to pass the
SOL test.
We must convince our
administrators that low performing students must be
shown compassion, not the
door. As a teacher I know
that it is easy to teach the
student who is academically sound. It is difﬁcult to
motivate a student who has
become accustomed to failing.
However, that is the task
at hand and we must tackle
it. There is no magic formula to make this happen.
The culture of the school
must embrace success for
all, not just those who are
easy to teach and reach. The
school must change to meet
the needs of all students.

The Lancaster County
Democratic Committee will
meet September 26 at the
Bank of Lancaster northside
branch in Kilmarnock at
6:30 p.m. The program will
begin at 7 p.m.
The featured guests will
be candidates for Sheriff in
Lancaster County, Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett and Melvin
Howard Jr.
Members may submit
questions in advance to
chairman Donna Anderson
at danderson@va.metrocast.
net. Following the guest
speakers, business matters
will be discussed.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Fundraiser Banquet
Given by: Friends & Family of
Melvin L. Howard, Jr. for Sheriff
Saturday, October 8, 2011– 4:00 p.m.

White Stone Church of the Nazarene Banquet Room
$15.00 per person–includes salad, dinner, dessert & beverage

For Tickets call: 804-577-0037 or 804-462-5149

Marilou McCrosky,
Heathsville

Paid for and authorized by Friends & Family
of Melvin L. Howard, Jr. for Sheriff

Lancaster County NAACP
urges all citizens to

ote

on November 8, 2011
It’s your right, privilege, and duty.
Requirements to vote:

Must be 18 years old by November 8, 2011
Must have a voter’s card*

For further information:
Lancaster Voter Registration Office -- 462-5277
Lancaster NAACP President Lloyd Hill -- 438-6713
* New voter registration forms must be
postmarked by October 17, 2011

Rep. Rob Wittman’s weekly
column will return following
the November 8 election.
How Much Are You Worth?

Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?
Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist
By Appointment
Thursday, September 29, 2011
10:00 - 2:00

BURKE’S JEWELERS
 3OUTH -AIN 3TREET s +ILMARNOCK 6!
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“Making Memories since 1969”

OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION
The Constitution of Virginia requires that you be
registered in the precinct in which you live in order to be qualified to vote. In order to be eligible
to vote in the November General Election to be
held on Tuesday, November 8, 2011 and you are
not a registered voter, you may register in person
at your local Voter Registration Office or Designated State Voter Registration Agency (i.e. DMV,
Department of Social Services, Department of
Health etc.) no later than the normal close of
business of that agency on Monday, October
17, 2011. If you have recently registered to vote
by means other than at the local Office of the
General Registrar and have not received an official voter registration card, please call our office
at the number shown below before October 17,
2011. No changes or additions may be made
to the voter registration records after this date
for the November General Election.
Tuesday, November 1 is the last day on which
an absentee ballot can be mailed. Saturday, November 5, 2011 is the LAST DAY for this election
on which qualified applicants may vote absentee
ballots in person. In addition to regular office
hours, the Lancaster County Voter Registration
Office located at 8694 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, VA 22503 will be open Saturday, October 29
and Saturday, November 5 from 9:00 AM TO
5:00 PM for the convenience of registered voters who need to vote by absentee ballot.
Please call 462-5277 should you have any
questions.
Sept. 22, x

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

((((((((((((((

R. Wayne

NUNNALLY
FOR

((((((((((((((
Paid for and authorized by Friends of R. Wayne Nunnally for Commonwealth Attorney
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A Summer At Sea:
Cadet Stephens trains aboard a Merchant Marine ship
by Tamara Stephens

C

adet Randolph Wood
“Woody” Stephens of
Irvington had his summer
boat work and handyman jobs
lined up when a call came
FROM 3TATE 5NIVERSITY OF .EW
York Maritime College requiring him to be aboard the Green
Dale in four days to begin a
summer Merchant Marine
training cruise.
The Green Dale, a giant
Roll-on Roll-off cargo ship
(Ro-Ro), was anchored in
Toyohashi harbor, which gave
Stephens just 48 hours to
pack lightly and start his journey from Richmond to JFK
Airport, Helsinki and Japan.
There the 20-year-old marine
architect and marine trade
double major would soon be
whisked from the airport to
a pilot vessel and onto the
Green Dale.
5NFORTUNATELY
3TEPHENS
traveled faster than his bag,
which missed the boat. This
was quite a problem for a lean
6-foot, 7-inch sailor with a size
14 foot. Half of his next three
months would be spent in coveralls and work boots when
not in uniform for navigation
training. A problem-solver
by nature, Stephens stopped
an average-sized sailor leaving the ship and ﬁnagled a set
of boots and coveralls, then
somehow customized them to
ﬁt his tall frame. Fortunately,
no photos exist of this ensemble.

Sea of Japan
Stephens spent the first 20
days in the Sea of Japan acclimating to his fellow 21-person
crew and life aboard the Green
Dale. Mornings began at 6
a.m. with deck work, which
included painting, engineering maintenance, securing and
checking cargo until 1 p.m.
After lunch at the officers’
table, he transitioned to the
ship’s bridge for navigation,
watch duty and ship operations training.
Within a few days, the first
mate discovered Stephens’
aptitude for knot-tying, honed
growing up with boats on
the Rappahannock River. He
became the go-to guy for all
the ship splicing, an identity
he enjoyed.
After days of hard work and
learning, came evenings filled
by playing ping-pong or cards,
listening to the ship’s guitarist
and story weavers and reading or watching movies. Like
clockwork, evening ended
with retiring to his private
quarters on the top deck to
update his academic journal
and then, in an instant, to deep
sleep, while the Green Dale
journeyed to her next port of
call.

Korea
From the China Sea the
Green Dale sailed to Korea
where Stephens would finally
reunite with his lost luggage
and proper fitting clothes.
Relief came in the form of
finally being able to wiggle
his toes in his boots and cover
his ankles. Along the eastern
coast of Korea, the Ro-Ro
often made multiple ports in

word of mouth and cell phone,
he located the closest surf
shop. In the frigid waters of
Silver Beach, he experienced
the legendary waves on the
back of a rented board. The
Green Dale left at 4 a.m. the
next day for Guam, where
Stephens would board a plane
and fly home.

Woody Stephens is
the son of Tamara
and Randy Stephens
of Irvington. This
is the story of his
“summer job” as
told to his mother.
a day, loading and unloading cars of various makes,
including classic Japanese
sports cars along with a line
of Subaru and Lexus vehicles.
Most intriguing to Stephens
were the rows and rows of a
variety of U.S. Department of
Defense vehicles headed back
home for maintenance after
heavy wear and tear.
“Seeing those combat
machines, with worn seats
and handles, soldiers’ names
and slogans painted on them,
made the war real,” said Stephens. “I was happy to work
hard and make sure that cargo
safely reached port.”
In the Korean port town of
Pusan, Stephens and his shipmates were welcomed into a
small family-owned bar. The
friendly proprietor offered
Woody anything Korean he
would like to try,
“The first thing that came
to my mind was Kimchee,
but I didn’t even know what
it was.” Upon hearing his
request the kind proprietor
left his bar and returned five
minutes later with a steaming
plate of pickled, spicy cabbage, which he set in front
of the giant American youth.
“It was delicious, and a great
change from the ship’s food,”
said Stephens of his first taste
of Korea.

Guam

Woody Stephens’ summer job aboard the cargo ship
Green Dale included the transport of combat vehicles.

A dense fog set in for days as
they crossed the North Pacific
for America, obliterating even
a view across the Green Dale’s
deck. “It was eerily intriguing
at first, but then it became
suffocating,” he said. Fortunately, as the ship approached
the Aleutian Islands the fog
finally lifted, but only long
enough to allow a misty view
of the sheer cliffs. Mountains
along the same archipelago
rose beyond the bluffs in the
grey distance.
Humpback whale spotting
became a highlight of bridge
duty during these cold and
elongated Bering Sea days,
with light until 10:30 p.m. For
over a week, numerous sightings a day were common, but
never ceased to amaze Stephens. “At one point, we had
to change course quickly to
avoid hitting one. It dove as
Tokyo Bay
we altered course away from
After loading the ship in it, and we were quite relieved
Korea, the vessel was again to catch site of it resurfacing
Japan-bound. A run of intense 100 feet off our port side.”
and long work days in several ports of Tokyo Bay was Columbia River
rewarded with 48 hours’ leave
Near Washington State, a
in the colorful metropolitan bar pilot rappeled to the ship
harbor town.
from a helicopter. He guided
There, a lifetime affection the vessel to the mouth of the
for sushi defined Woody’s Columbia River, at which
first mission, which delivered point a river pilot boarded
him to another owner-run and and directed the helmsman
cozy, low-ceilinged restau- for seven hours, through the
rant. He and a few shipmates night, to a berth upriver from
enjoyed incredibly fresh and Vancouver, Wash. “It was so
masterfully-crafted sushi and great to be back in America,
sashimi dishes while sitting especially because once here
shoulder-to-shoulder
with the ship took on a new cook
jovial locals. Over warm sake from New Orleans,” said Steand patchy English conversa- phens. “Morale lifted even
tion, a kindly Japanese lady in the days before we got to
gave each of them a beautiful port because word spread the
fan to commemorate the eve- new cook would be coming
aboard. When she got to
ning.
Too soon, time came to dis- work, the food became deliembark from Asian shores and cious!”
begin the long crossing over
The day was sunny and
the Pacific toward America.
cool traveling eastward on the
Columbia. Stephens became
North Paciﬁc
intrigued with river piloting
“I came to love the days and considers it as a career
in the open seas even more prospect. “I liked seeing land
than the days at port,” said on both sides. It was a nice
Stephens. “The rhythm of change from the open sea, and
it and the time to learn new I loved passing the pleasure
things and just be out there boaters, beautiful waterside
with absolutely nothing but properties and cities.” After
the whole world surrounding more loading and unloadyou… modern life doesn’t ing of vehicles in Vancouver,
often give you time for things the crew celebrated its first
like that.”
domestic landfall with pies

The Agenda
Local Government News
s -OBJACK "AY (AND 3CRAPE !REA *AN 
NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia
Marine Resources Commission will meet at through Jan. 31, 2012.
s -ILFORD (AVEN $EC  THROUGH &EB 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, September 27, at VMRC
2012.
headquarters at 2600 Washington Avenue in
s $EEP 2OCK 0ATENT 4ONG !REA $EC 
Newport News.
through Feb. 29, 2012.
Among items of local interest, the coms 2APPAHANNOCK 2IVER 2OTATION !REA 
mission will conduct a public hearing prior
Oct. 1 through Nov. 30, 2011
to consideration of a series of ﬁnal blue crab
s 2APPAHANNOCK 2IVER 2OTATION !REA 
regulation amendments. Public hearings on
Nov. 1 through Dec. 31, 2011.
ﬁshery items generally begin at noon.
s 2APPAHANNOCK 2IVER !REA  AND !REA 
Proposed amendments address identiﬁcaDec. 1 through Jan. 31, 2012.
tion procedures for Maryland watermen; a
s 2APPAHANNOCK 2IVER !REA  .OV 
ﬁve-day tending requirement for crab and
through Dec. 31, 2011.
peeler pots; culling procdures; extension of
s 'REAT 7ICOMICO 2IVER (AND 3CRAPE !REA
the prohibition of crab dredging in Virginia
Jan. 1 through Feb. 28, 2012.
waters; the licensing of individuals on the
s 5PPER #HESAPEAKE "AY "LACKBERRY
peeler and crab pot waiting list; and the reHangs Hand Scrape Area, Jan. 1 through Feb.
assignment of latitude and longitude coordi29, 2012.
nates of blue crab sanctuaries.
s ,ITTLE 7ICOMICO #OAN 9EOCOMICO AND
Related hearings ended soon after they
started August 23 when the meeting adjourned Nomini rivers, Oct. 1 through Dec.31, 2011.
s 4ANGIER 0OCOMOKE 3OUNDS 2OTATION !REA
early because an earthquake measuring 5.8 on
1, Dec. 1 through Feb. 29, 2012.
the Richter scale forced the evacuation of the
s 3EASIDE OF %ASTERN 3HORE &OR CLEAN CULL
VMRC headquarters.
oysters only) Nov. 1 through Feb. 29, 2012.
The commission also will conduct a hearCopies of the proposed regulations may be
ing prior to consideration of the 2011-12 areareviewed at VMRC headquarters from 8:15
speciﬁc public oyster harvest seasons, and
other management measures, such as reducing a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through Fridays.
the bushel harvest limit for each Commercial Copies also may be obtained by calling 757247-2248.
Fisherman Registered Licensee from ten
Written comments on the proposals should
bushels to eight bushels.
be mailed to Jack Travelstead, VMRC FisherAs proposed, the lawful seasons and areas
ies Management Division, 2600 Washington
for the harvest of oysters from public oyster
Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607,
grounds and unassigned grounds on local
by 5 p.m., Monday, September 26.
waters are:

from Vancouver Pizza. “It
was the best tasting pizza I
ever had.” Wasting no time,
the Green Dale disembarked
on a westerly course, traveling
through the night back to the
Pacific, then south along the
California Coast.

California
The next port of call
was Port Hueneme Naval
Base. There, the ship’s crew
offloaded Green Dale cargo
to dock workers officiated by
Capt. Richard Phillips. Phillips, now a shore man, was
captain of the Maersk Alabama, who was taken captive
by Somali pirates in 2008.
Workers described Phillips
as a very tough, hard-driving
leader (but in less polite terms).
“You’d have to be pretty hard
core to withstand having an
AK-47 leveled at your back,
then the pirate holding it taken
out by snipers.” said Stephens.
The interaction on the docks
of Port Hueneme clarified
to Stephens the extremes to
which his chosen path may
take him.
Stephens is a wake-boarder,
snow-boarder and skateboarder, and rows crew, but
had never attempted surfing.
He couldn’t fathom leaving
the famous curling waves of
southern California without
riding them. Fortuitously, an
intense run of 18-hour work
days earned him an afternoon
of leave. By quick-thinking,

“Guam was beautiful. We
passed cliffs that were green
with tropical plants ending in
the Pacific blue ocean.” After
unloading cargo, he and a
fellow SUNY Maritime cadet
were dismissed from duty
aboard the Green Dale and
bid farewell to co-workers
and officers. They spent the
afternoon free-diving on coral
reefs wearing cheap goggles
and sunning on the Micronesian sands before heading to
the Marriot for dinner and a
sound sleep.
The following day, Stephens’ itinerary was set for
Guam to Honolulu, then
Dulles to Richmond, but fortune smiled on him yet again
for this last leg of his adventure.

Hawaii
Due to airline error, he
missed his connection in
Honolulu, was “forced” to
stay there an extra 36 hours,
and given meal, hotel and
flight vouchers. Standing
in the front desk line at the
assigned airport hotel, he
met two other young people

from his flight in the same
lucky predicament. One was
from Yap and the other from
Guam. Hence, the three of
them shared a cab to Waikiki for dinner and sights.
They then paid homage to
the statue of Hawaiian hero,
Duke Kahanamoku, before
admiring the stunning island
sunset and sharing stories of
their distinct lives.
A surfer since Port Hueneme, Stephens couldn’t wait
for the morning to come when
he would dedicate the entirety
of his next bonus day refining
his new wave-riding skills.
Finding a surf shack back on
Waikiki was easy, but once in
the waves, dodging the many
other surfers and outrigger
canoes was more challenging.
Soon he was doing just that,
standing upon a longboard,
gliding in the surf over and
over until evening.
Exhausted and hungry,
he made a phone call to a
Honolulu resident and good
friend of his mother. After
dinner together at a local pub,
she drove him to the airport
where he boarded a red-eye
to Newark. Ironically, this
was the point from where his
summer journey around the
globe began.
That evening Woody Stephens was home in Irvington,
thankfully, with a few remaining weeks of summer to spare.
He reflected, “Carter’s Creek
is more beautiful than any
place I’ve seen, and I’ve seen
a lot now.”

