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Earthquake tremors shake up community
by Shannon Rice
KILMARNOCK—An earthquake of magnitude 5.9 on the Richter scale struck near
Mineral at 1:51 p.m. Tuesday according to
the United States Geological Survey.
The epicenter of the quake near Mineral in
Louisa was 3.7 miles below the surface.
According to state reports provided to local
emergency ofﬁcials, tremors could be felt
along the East Coast from New York, Massachusetts, Ohio, Tennessee and the Carolinas.
“We all still have goose bumps,” said Julie
Seder of Rappahannock Art League Studio
Gallery in Kilmarnock. “I could hear the
building creaking and I was all alone up
here.”
Seder said none of the artwork was dam-

aged; however a few pictures were hanging
crooked.
Items at Lewis Trimble Decorative Arts and
Antiques also remain unharmed despite the
very visible shudder from the earthquake.
“The chandeliers were swinging for a good
15 minutes after everything happened,” said
M.J. Chewning.
Several people evacuated buildings on
Main Street in Kilmarnock.
Local phone service including cell phones
was interrupted in Lancaster County.
“The Lancaster sheriff ’s department
received a large inﬁltration of calls reporting
tremors but no reports of injuries or property
damage,” said chief of emergency services
Christina Hubbard.
In Northumberland, county administrator

Kenny Eades said his ofﬁce received many
calls wondering what was happening. He also
said cell phone service was completely down
for a long time.
“It’s funny, you could make a land line
call to a cell phone but not cell phone to cell
phone,” said Eades.
The only property damage reported was
a hair-line crack at Northumberland High
School said Eades.
According to the U.S. Geological Survey,
the largest recorded earthquake in Virginia
history was a 5.9 on scale, centered around
Giles County in 1897.
“Now we’re just waiting to see what this
hurricane will do,” said Eades, speaking
of Hurricane Irene approaching the East
Coast.

Banker, civic
leader dies

Authorities post shelter sites in case Irene visits
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

A

lthough predictions vary on the
path of Hurricane Irene, residents up and down the east coast are
urged to take precautions.
Hurricane Irene, which struck the
Bahamas on Tuesday, is expected to
impact the eastern U.S. this weekend, possibly making landfall in
North Carolina on August 27.
The storm, which is expected to
reach Category 3 status with winds
of over 125 miles per hour, continues to take an easterly turn, said
Northumberland County administrator and emergency coordinator Kenneth Eades.
“We’re expected to be on the west
side of the storm, which is good
because we won’t have the tornadoes,” said Eades. “But if it comes
as close to us as they say, we will
have lots of rain and wind.
“[The path] has changed so much
in the last two days, it’s hard to
decide what it’s going to do and
what we are going to do [to prepare],” he added.
If an emergency shelter is needed

in Northumberland
County, it will be
at Northumberland
High School in Claraville, said Eades.
The decision to open
it will come last
minute and residents should refer to
co.northumberland.va.us for updates.
In Lancaster County, chief of emergency services Christina L. Hubbard
said if a shelter is needed it will be
open at Lancaster Middle School in
Kilmarnock. Opening notices will
be announced on radio stations BAY
101.5 and WIGO 104.9.
In the meantime, said Hubbard,
residents should be prepared with
an evacuation plan, communication
plan and emergency supply kit.
Hubbard distributed preparedness brochures to the town offices
in Irvington, Kilmarnock and White
Stone and to the Lively post office
for resident pick-up. The brochures
are also available at the Lancaster
County administrative offices. The
brochures include emergency supply
lists for families and pets and tips on
preparing homes to withstand natu-

Austin L. Roberts III

by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—He
was
a man who walked tall in state
and national banking industries,
reached out to improve the lives
of others in the community, and
throughout his life exempliﬁed
honesty, integrity and compassion.
On Monday Austin L. Roberts
III died at home surrounded by his
family.
Roberts completed a 40-year
career in the banking industry
with 21 years as president and
chief executive ofﬁcer of Bank
of Lancaster. He rose to national
prominence when he also served as
chairman of the American Bankers Association (ABA), bringing
national recognition to Lancaster
when he testiﬁed before Congress
on the regulatory burdens and
accounting processes that impact
a bank’s ability to lend to small
businesses.
“I was so proud of him when he
was ABA president and testiﬁed
before Congress,” said his assistant, Pam Varnier. Roberts was
the kind of leader who was always
happy to sit and spend time with
people, including students asking
for a recommendation to William

ral disasters.
Similar brochures
are also available in
the Northumberland
County administrative ofﬁces.
Authorities recommend that families prepare themselves with an emergency supply kit
to include:
s ! "ATTERY OPERATED RADIO AND
extra batteries.
s /NE GALLON OF WATER PER PERSON
per day for at least three days.
s &LASHLIGHT AND EXTRA BATTERIES
s #ANNED FOOD
s &IRST AID KIT AND MANUAL
s 0RESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS
s .ON PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS
s )NFANT FORMULA AND DIAPERS
s #ASH
s &IRE EXTINGUISHER
s -ATCHES IN A WATERPROOF CONtainer.
s "ATTERY OPERATED LANTERN AND
extra batteries.
s (AND OPERATED CAN OPENER
s )MPORTANT DOCUMENTS IN A WATERproof container.
s 6EHICLE FUEL TANKS FILLED

More hurricane
preparedness tips
apear on page A4.

BANKER, continued on page A2

Ballot shapes up for November 8 General Election
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Tuesday
was the ﬁnal day for prospective
candidates to ﬁle to be placed on
the November 8 general election
ballot.
Voters in Lancaster and Northumberland counties will elect a state
senator, delegate, Commonwealth’s
Attorney, Sheriff, Commissioner
of the Revenue, Treasurer, county
supervisors, school board members,
and Northern Neck Soil and Water
Conservation District directors.

District 4 Republican Sen.
Ryan T. McDougle is seeking reelection.
District 99 Democratic Party
Chairman Nicholas Smith is campaigning for delegate.
As a result of Tuesday’s primary, Margaret Bevans Ransone is
the Republican nominee in District
99.
Party chairmen have until August
26 to list their candidates.

Lancaster
Candidates ﬁling for Commonwealth’s Attorney include incumbent

Margaret Bevens Ransone wins
Republican nomination for District 99
Delegate, see story on page A2
C. Jeffers (Jeff) Schmidt, Robert L.
Cunningham and R. Wayne Nunnally.
Candidates ﬁling for Sheriff
include incumbent Ronald E. Crockett and Melvin L. Howard Jr.
Candidates ﬁling for Commissioner of the Revenue include
incumbent George E. “Sonny”

Thomas.
Candidates ﬁling for Treasurer
include incumbent Bonnie J. D.
Haynie and David L. Cook.
Incumbent Ernest W. Palin Jr.
ﬁled for supervisor in District 2.
Candidates ﬁling for supervisor in District 3 include incumbent
Peter N. “Pete” Geilich and Jason D.

Bellows.
Incumbent Jack S. Russell ﬁled
for supervisor in District 4.
District 1 school board member
Robert Smart ﬁled for the remaining
two years of a four-year term.
Candidates ﬁling for school board
in District 2 include incumbent Ella
Davis and Kelly B. Kellum.
Incumbent Patrick McCranie ﬁled
for school board in District 4.
E. Derwin Booker Jr. ﬁled for one
of two open seats on the Northern
Neck Soil and Water Conservation
BALLOT, continued on page A2

Maternity center to suspend prenatal and delivery services
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Nurse midwife Amber Price and medical director
Dr. James Hamilton in a birthing room at The Family
Maternity Center of the Northern Neck. Photo by Lisa
Hinton-Valdrighi
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BROOKVALE—The Family Maternity Center of the
Northern Neck (FMCNN), which ﬁlled a void left seven
years ago by the closing of Rappahannock General Hospital’s obstetric unit, is now facing an uncertain future.
The birthing center in Lancaster County will suspend its
prenatal and delivery services September 1 and is in need
of $250,000 to reopen, according to medical director Dr.
James Hamilton.
Since opening 14 months ago, the center has provided
prenatal care to over 100 women and has had 20 births.
“Medically speaking, this place works great,” said Dr.
Hamilton. “Financially, we’ve slowly been bled out and
that’s where we are.”
In 2004, the FMCNN began working with the state’s
obstetric task force to restore maternity services to the
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula areas and help pregnant women get the crucial care they needed. Following
the closure of RGH’s obstetric unit, women traveled 60 to
90 minutes one-way for prenatal, delivery and postpartum
care.
The FMCNN was one of two OB pilot projects created
under a Virginia House of Delegates bill to develop a collaborative OB model of care using certiﬁed nurse midwives and obstetricians, along with support from VCU
Health Systems.
The project’s primary service area consisted of Lancaster, Northumberland and Middlesex counties.
In 2005, these counties had a total population of 35,563
residents with 10,120 female residents of childbearing age.
All three counties have been partially or fully federally
designated as Medically Underserved Areas (MUAs).
The OB pilot projects used the midwifery model of care
to restore maternity services in high infant mortality areas.
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The FMCNN model is not a hospital and doesn’t provide
C-sections or epidurals. The midwifery model of care
approaches pregnancy and birth as normal life processes
and includes monitoring the physical, psychological and
social well-being of the mother.
The center provides individualized education, counseling
and prenatal care, continuous hands-on assistance during
labor and delivery and postpartum support. The center,
which provides 24-hour a day prenatal care, offers Centering Pregnancy care. The method allows women to practice
prenatal care in a group setting and “has been proven to
reduce the risk of preterm birth,” said Dr. Hamilton.
A non-proﬁt organization, FMCNN opened in June 2010
but since then has received very little grant or private funding and no government assistance, he said.
The state’s other pilot project center in Emporia has
already closed.
According to Dr. Hamilton, the FMCNN’s “board has
been meeting weekly to hash out a solution.”
“We didn’t see this [ﬁnancial] problem coming until
after the ﬁrst of the year,” he said.
According to Dr. Hamilton, the necessary contracts for
reimbursement with Medicaid, Medicaid HMOs and private insurance companies were not ﬁnalized in a timely
manner. In fact, those contract negotiations started in February and are still ongoing.
The average cost of prenatal care and labor and delivery in a traditional hospital setting is $10,000, he said. The
cost at the maternity center is about $5,000. However, the
insurance and Medicaid reimbursements were considerably less than that. And about 35% of the patients seen at
FMCNN were Hispanic. Most of those did not have insurance or Medicaid assistance and were self-pay.
“We plan to ask legislators to fund the pilot project for
MATERNITY CENTER, continued on page A2

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Hooked on mackerel
Catch the third annual Lancaster County Little
League Spanish Mackerel Fishing Tournament at
RRecord.com.
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Ransone wins Republican Primary
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Margaret Bevens Ransone on
Tuesday won the Republican
nomination for District 99
Delegate. She will represent
the GOP on the November 8
General Election ballot.
Voter turnout was light
districtwide. Only 6,386
of 50,758 active voters, or
12.58% participated in the
polling.
Ransone ﬁnished with an

R

overall total of 3,912 votes,
or 61.25%. Dean W. Sumner
had 1,341 votes, or 20.99%;
and John W. Lampmann had
1,133, or 17.74%.
In Lancaster, among 8,396
active voters, 1,429 turned
out, or 17.02%. Ransone garnered 808 votes, or 56.54%, to
Lampmann’s 347, or 24.28%,
and Sumner’s 274 votes, or
19.17 %.
Of
Northumberland’s
9,135 active voters, 1,884,
or 20.62%, voted. Ransone
won with 875, or 46.44%.
Sumner had 641 or 34.02%,
and Lampmann ﬁnished with
368 or 19.53%.
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ecord
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District 1 (Ruritan Center)
turnout was 391. Ransone
took 164 votes; Sumner, 91;
and Lampmann, 64.
District 2 (Trinity Episcopal Church) turnout was 179
voters. Ransone took 84 votes;
Lampman, 55; and Sumner,
40.
District 3/Precinct 301
(White Stone ﬁrehouse) turnout was 235. Ransone took
149 votes; Lampmann, 49;
and Sumner, 37.
District 3/Precinct 302
(Grace Episcopal Church)
turnout was 123. Ransone
took 65 votes; Lampmann, 32;
and Sumner, 24.
District 4 (Kilmarnock-Lancaster Rescue Squad building)
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District 1 (Callao ﬁrehouse)
turnout was 383. Ransone
took 199 votes; Sumner, 136;
and Lampmann, 43.
District 2 (St. Stephen’s
Church) turnout was 388. Ransone took 175 votes; Sumner,
140; and Lampmann, 72.
District 3-A (Northumberland library) turnout was
134. Ransone took 74 votes;
Sumner, 41; and Lampmann,
19.
Precinct 3-B (Mt. Olive
Baptist Church) turnout was
21. Ransone took 8 votes;
Sumner, 7; and Lampmann,
6.
Precinct 4 (Wicomico
Parish Church) turnout was
428. Ranson took 161 votes;
Sumner, 138; and Lampmann,
125.
Precint 5 (Fairﬁelds ﬁrehouse) turnout was 470. Ransone took 245 votes; Sumner,
147; and Lampmann, 85.
The Central Absentee count
was 73 votes. Sumner took 32;
Ransone, 23; and Lampmann,
18.

Northumberland

continued from page A1

Incumbent Jane Blackwell
Wrightson ﬁled for Commonwealth’s Attorney.
Candidates ﬁling for Sheriff include incumbent Charles
A. Wilkins and Gregory W.
“Greg” Keyser.
Incumbent Todd E. Thomas
ﬁled for Commissioner of the
Revenue.
Incumbent Ellen Booker
Kirby ﬁled for Treasurer.
Incumbent Joseph A “Joe”
Self Sr. ﬁled for supervisor in
District 1.
Incumbent Thomas H.
“Tommy” Tomlin ﬁled for
supervisor in District 4.
Incumbent Ronald L.
“Ronnie” Jett ﬁled for supervisor in District 5.
Candidates ﬁling for school
board in District 1 include
incumbent Susan D. Smith
and Susan Cralle Saunders.
Candidates ﬁling for school
board in District 4 include
incumbent Lee G. Scripture
and Betsy B. Christopher.
Richard Saxer ﬁled for
school board in District 5.
Candidates ﬁling for two
seats on the Northern Neck
Soil and Water Conservation District include John A.
Kelley, Kirk Swann VanLandingham and Robert G. VanLandingham.
Those who missed the ﬁling
deadline may still run as writein candidates. Contact the
voter registrar.

and Mary, Varnier said.
“Austin was a successful
banker and an inspirational
teacher, community leader
and good friend,” said Kenneth Bransford Jr., current
president and chief executive ofﬁcer. “He will be
deeply missed by our community, and especially by
our directors, ofﬁcers and
staff of Bay Banks of Virginia.”
Hazel Farmer, senior vice
president at the bank, said
she worked with Roberts
for 21 years. “He viewed
our mission as helping
people—helping them own
a home, educate their children, sustain their business,
save for retirement. He also
believed everyone should
make a difference in their
community...instilling
in
all of us the desire to roll
up our sleeves and support
community functions, both
charitable and civic.”
Working with him on
ﬁnancial literacy programs,
Farmer testiﬁed to Roberts’
commitment to area youth.
She called him a great
mentor and friend, crediting
his counsel with making her
a better community banker.
Bank chairman Ammon
Dunton said the community
has suffered a great loss
with Roberts’ death.
“Many know of his extensive knowledge and skills in
community banking and the
way he guided the growth of
the Bank of Lancaster from
a two-unit bank to a bank
with nine ofﬁces throughout
the Northern Neck,” said
Dunton.
After working together

Subscribe to the Record!
For papers mailed to addresses in Lancaster,
Northumberland, Richmond,
Westmoreland and Middlesex counties:
Q $25.00 per year

Northumberland

From left are Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck board president Ed Fuehrer and
Kilmarnock Mayor Raymond Booth. During the club’s summer program celebration
at Belle Isle State Park, Mayor Booth made a special presentation.

Boys & Girls Club celebrates
successful summer program
SOMERS—More than 310 children participated in the Boys & Girls Club of the
Northern Neck summer program.
From trips to fun places like Kings
Dominion and educational adventures
to the Virginia Science Museum and
many other places, the children had a
summer to remember, said executive
director Larry W. Long. Club staff provided children an exciting adventure
throughout nine weeks of the Summer
Day Camp.
As many as 177 attended per day in the
program.
The program concluded last week with
an end of the year picnic at Belle Isle State
Park, said Long. A special presentation

was given by Kilmarnock Mayor Raymond
Booth. He joined in the celebration by presenting a $4,000 check from the Mayor’s
Initiative Fund to help the club reach its
$400,000 challenge from the Doris Buffet
Sunshine Lady Foundation Challenge
Grant.
Mayor Booth and his wife added another
$1,000. Gifts such as these are matched
dollar-per-dollar by the Sunshine Lady
Foundation, said Long.
“Gifts such as these are going to make
a real difference in our ability to provide
quality programs for the children we serve,”
added Long.
The Sunshine Lady Foundation Challenge can be matched up to October 15.

Banker and civic leader Austin Roberts dies

continued from page A1
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turnout was 131. Ransone
took 81 votes; Lampmann, 26;
and Sumner, 24.
District 5 (Irvington Baptist Church) turnout was 392.
Ransone took 230 votes;
Lampmann, 110; and Sumner,
52.
The Central Absentee count
was 52 ballots cast. Ransone
took 35 votes; Lampmann, 11;
and Sumner, 6.

Q $19.00 per 6 months

for 18 years, Dunton said
he knew him personally and
that he truly cared about
the community, urging his
bank-family, whom he cared
deeply about, to pay back to
the community for its faith
in the bank. However, it
was his personal ethics that
impressed Dunton the most.
“Despite provocation, he
never spoke badly of any
person, a trait that I greatly
admired. He was always
straight forward and honest
in his dealings and compassionate in regard to the needs
of others. I viewed him as
a noble leader and trusted
friend,” said Dunton.
Peggy George, director of
human resources, saw him
as a “very gentle” man who
took a personal interest in
people and their families.
George was his assistant for
his ﬁrst nine years with the
bank. Her career advancement was a testament to
Roberts’ belief in employees and offering them the
opportunity to grow.
“He was a good sport...
who, at his ﬁrst staff meeting, got out with everyone

and did the electric slide. He
wasn’t very good but wasn’t
afraid to laugh at himself,”
said George.
Bruce Whitehurst, president and chief executive
ofﬁcer of Virginia Banker’s
Association, said Roberts
epitomized all the qualities
of what a banker should be.
“He was a great friend and
great person.” Whitehurst
recognized Robert’s extensive community involvement

including working hard to
bring the YMCA to the area.
“Everything he did locally,
he also did nationally for the
banking industry.”
Memorial services will
be held at 5 p.m. Monday,
August 29, at the Lancaster
Middle School Theater in
Kilmarnock. A reception
will follow at Indian Creek
Yacht & Country Club.
An obituary appears on
page B7 .
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Maternity
center
continued from page A1

a ﬁnite period of time” until
the center becomes ﬁnancially self-sufﬁcient, said
Dr. Hamilton.
The center is also trying to
raise money through grants,
charities, foundations and
from individuals.
A USDA loan payment
was due on August 20 but
was unable to be paid.
“We told them a long time
ago that we didn’t think we
were going to be able to pay
it,” said Dr. Hamilton. The
USDA is “working with the
center,” he added.
Patients of the FMCNN
were notiﬁed two months
ago and have transfered
their care to other facilities.
A baby was born at the
center over the weekend and
another should be delivered
there before it suspends services next Wednesday.

Expires 9/30/11.

Ladies Apparel
Casual, Cruise
& Special Occasion
Jewelry & Accessories

Semi-Annual
Clearance Sale !
12 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, Va 22482

804-435-2200

+ILMARNOCK s 6IRGINIA

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this
week reported misdemeanor charges against seven individuals.
A Farnham man, 45, was charged August 16 with stalking in violation of a protective order.
A Pinckardsville Road man, 26, was charged August 17
with domestic assault and battery.
A Thomas Landing Road man, 35, was charged August
17 with driving suspended.
An Irvington area man, 51, was charged August 17 with
public drunkenness.
A Farnham man, 45, was charged August 18 with trespassing and violation of a protective order (separate from
the charge listed for August 16).
A Hatton Road man, 29, was charged August 19 with
contempt of court.
A Tammy Drive woman, 62, was charged August 20 with
public drunkenness.

Activity Report

Team works to free osprey tangled in ﬁshing line.

Osprey freed
O

n August 22, a young osprey just off Ellison Creek
was observed caught in some ﬁshing line and unable
to leave the nest. Every time he tried to ﬂy he would dangle
next to the nest until he was able to get back in it, said Bill
Pyszka.
Todd Engelmeyer of the Virginia Department of Game
and Inland Fisheries was called and with the help of Russ
Bertino, Margareet Berteno, Bob Pangle and Deb Pyszka
they were able to free the bird, said Pyszka.
The bird was then taken to a rehab center to attend to his
wounds, he said.

SUMMER
BLOWOUT SALE
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La Casa Furniture
804-769-9910
7283 Richmond - Tappahannock Hwy.
Aylett, VA 23009
LaCasaFurnitureInc@yahoo.com

August 15: Staff responded to a motorist’s complaint of
a pedestrian interfering with trafﬁc on Black Stump Road,
and to a domestic assault (boyfriend/girlfriend) on Corrotoman Drive.
August 16: Staff responded to an E911 disconnect
call on Foxwells Lane (no emergency services needed), to
a trafﬁc complaint on Scott Road (drivers failing to slow
down in a marked work zone), to a domestic disturbance
(boyfriend/girlfriend) in the 800 block of Nuttsville Road,
with Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a shoplifting
complaint on Irvington Road and a related trespass/vandalism complaint on South Main Street (arrest made by KPD
for shoplifting, trespassing and destruction of property),
and to a disorderly conduct complaint in the 400 block of
North Main Street.
August 17: Staff encountered a disoriented motorist
in the Lancaster area and determined the subject suffered
from dementia (family member was contacted and arrived
to take the individual home); notiﬁed Richmond County
authorities of an emergency cellular E911 call in (no reference as to the nature of the call), and notiﬁed Virginia State
Police (VSP) of a possible sex offender registry violation;
responded to a motorist’s report of heavy debris on the
Robert O. Norris Jr. bridge, and to a motorist’s report of
livestock in the roadway on Goodluck Road.
August 18: Staff responded to a prowler complaint on
Mosquito Point Road, to the 1100 block of Irvington Road
on the complaint of the home owner ﬁnding a disoriented
woman in the home (subject determined to suffer from
dementia; no criminal complaint ﬁled), with KPD to a
suspicious person complaint behind the shops at Lancaster
Square, to Mosquito Point Road on a citizen’s report of a
prowler who may have been shot by the property owner (no
victim located); received a report of the theft of election
signs from North Main Street and East Church Street (6
signs, $400 grand larceny); intercepted a reported reckless
driver in the Lively-Kilmarnock corridor (ofﬁcers submitted to DMV a request for a medical review to determine
ﬁtness to drive); and notiﬁed adult protective services at the
Department of Social Services of a White Stone area resident’s request for assistance in being admitted to a nursing
home.
August 19: Staff received a walk-in complaint involving a landlord-evicted tenant dispute (civil incident); and
responded with KPD to an annoying text messaging complaint on School Street (annoying messages sent by voice,
text, email or other electronic means is a Class 1 misdemeanor).
August 20: Staff responded with KPD to the local
emergency room on a report of two subjects seeking medical treatment for gun shot wounds, to prowler complaints
on Mosquito Point Road, to the 1500 block of Harris Road
as follow-up to the shooting victims, to a disorderly conduct complaint on Tammy Drive; received a destruction of
property report from the 3700 block of Mary Ball Road
($500 damages to lawn); located a vehicle reported as
stolen from Northumberland County (determined that the
located vehicle was not the one reported stolen).
August 21: Staff responded to a disturbance call on
Jenkins Drive (civil incident), to a prowler complaint on
Mosquito Point Road, to an illegal dumping complaint on
Johns Neck Road (staff determined that personal property
had been left at the wrong residence by a third party); and
notiﬁed Virginia Department of Transportation of a downed
tree blocking Devils Bottom Road and another downed tree
blocking Chestnut Grove Lane.
August 22: Staff checked on the well-being of a
Mohans Run resident at the request of a concerned citizen
(no emergency services needed).
August 23: Staff responded to a trafﬁc crash on White
Pine Drive.
Also this week, staff conducted 18 trafﬁc stops, issued
nine summonses, assisted six motorists, reported three deer
strikes, handled two calls for trafﬁc control, logged ﬁve
inmate transports and ﬁelded one call for animal control
service.

Fire calls
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a trafﬁc crash at Robley Store; and assisted Emergency
Medical Services with a patient lift on Woodbrook Drive.
White Stone Volunteer Fire Department responded
for trafﬁc control for a downed tree in the 4800 block of
Irvington Road.
Northumberland County Sheriff Charles A.
Wilkins this week reported charges against six individuals.

Felony
Melvin C. Smith, 39, of Hague was charged August 12
with writing two or more bad checks within 90 days which
have an aggregate value of $200 or more to a Callao area
business.

Misdemeanors

Friday Night
‘Wine-Down’
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“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

We Buy Silver
If you have sterling silver that
you want to sell, bring it to us!

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804-435-1207

Lilian Lumber Home Center

Labor Day Tent Sale
Sat., Sept. 3 • 8 am to 4 pm
Mon., Sept. 5 • 8 am to 1 pm

Red Tag Merchandise
Up to 40% Discount
Seasonal Closeout pricing

Includes select patio furniture, push mowers,
gas and charcoal grills, power tools, ladders,
marine, gifts, lawn and garden accessories

2T  s "URGESS 6!

  

cruise special

Feb. 3-13, 2012
YES IT’S HOT TODAY BUT
GET READY FOR WINTER!
This fun filled 10 day
cruise in the blue
Caribbean on the Noordam
from Ft. Lauderdale will
be a great
winter get-a-way.
Prices start at $1200
with port calls at Turks
& Caicos, Curacao,
Bonaire, Aruba & more.

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

h
c
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o
T
Perfect
the

Passionate about
your home?
So are we . . . .

Unique Home Accessories
Dining Pieces Inspired by Nature
Garden Art
Kitchen Cooking Essentials
Plant-Based Bath
& Spa Gifts

End of Summer Clearance
Friday, August 26 through Saturday, September 2

20 - 45% off Storewide!
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-5pm
Lovely Uptown Lively t 462-6260

Quality Antiques
Jewelry and Collectibles
Something For Everyone . . .
#OME "Y  3EE 5S

A Heathsville man, 19, was charged August 15 with two
counts of failure to have dogs inoculated for rabies.
A Burgess man, 39, was charged August 16 with assault
and battery of a family or household member.
A Reedville woman, 76, was charged August 16 on a
summons with a violation of a subdivision leash law and
owning an aggressive or threatening dog.
A Sandston man, 23, was charged August 19 with assault
and battery of a family or household member and violating
a protective order.
A Heathsville man, 36, was charged August 21 with
assault and battery of a family or household member.

Every Friday Evening
beginning Aug. 26th, 5-8pm
Stop by after work
and ‘wine-down.’
1025 Good Luck Road
Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1416
www.goodluckcellars.com

The General Store
684 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
2OUTE  s "URGESS 6A

804-453-3066
/PEN 4UES
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Red Cross issues hurricane
preparedness guidelines
KILMARNOCK—American Red Cross
River Counties Chapter executive director Julie Dudley this week issued guideline citizens can use to prepare for Hurricane Irene, as well as other hurricanes and
storms that may impact the Northern Neck
this season.
As the storm approaches, the Red Cross
Disaster Relief Teams also are preparing to
serve the community.
The Essential Steps for Hurricane Preparedness:
1. Keep informed. Know the latest information on storm activity, safety information as well as evacuation and shelter
information from your local media and the
National Weather Service.
2. Develop a plan for responding to an
evacuation order if issued by local government. Decide where to go, how to get there,
what to take, and who to notify about your
decision
3. Prepare a family communication plan.
Designate a friend or relative far from the
area to be affected by the storm as your
family contact in the event you are separated from family members during a hurricane. Know where your family members
are going to be and know how to get in
touch with them as a storm approaches.
4. Help prepare seniors, disabled and
those with special needs. Familiy, friends,
and neighbors with special needs may be
unable to get fully prepared for a storm and
a potential evacuation. Help them through
the steps shown here, paying special attention to medications and medical equipment.
5. Assume you will be without electricity
and water and assemble a disaster supplies
kit with:
s &LASHLIGHT WITH PLENTY OF EXTRA BATTERIES
s "ATTERY POWERED RADIO WITH EXTRA BATteries.
s &IRST AID KIT
s 0RESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS IN THEIR ORIGInal bottle, plus copies of the prescriptions.
s %YEGLASSES WITH COPY OF THE PRESCRIPtion).
s 7ATER AT LEAST ONE GALLON PER PERSON
per day is recommended; more is better).
s &OODS THAT DO NOT REQUIRE REFRIGERATION

or cooking.
s )TEMS THAT INFANTS AND ELDERLY HOUSEHOLD
members may require.
s -EDICAL EQUIPMENT AND DEVICES
s #HANGE OF CLOTHES FOR EACH HOUSEHOLD
member.
s 3LEEPING BAG OR BEDROLL AND PILLOW FOR
each household member.
s #HECKBOOK CASH AND CREDIT CARDS
s -AP OF THE AREA
6. Gather important documents or copies
of:
s $RIVERS LICENSE OR PERSONAL IDENTIlCAtion.
s 3OCIAL 3ECURITY CARD
s 0ROOF OF RESIDENCE DEED OR LEASE 
s )NSURANCE POLICIES
s "IRTH AND MARRIAGE CERTIlCATES
s 3TOCK BONDS AND OTHER NEGOTIABLE CERtiﬁcates.
s 7ILL DEED AND COPIES OF RECENT TAX
returns.
s "ACKUP ONTO DISCS YOUR MOST IMPORTANT
computer documents.
s 4AKE PHOTOGRAPHS OF YOUR POSSESSIONS
around the home for insurance purposes.
7. Take steps to prevent damage to your
home such as:
s 2EMOVE DISEASED OR DAMAGED TREE LIMBS
and shrubs.
s -OVE OR SECURE LAWN FURNITURE OUTdoor decorations or ornaments, trash cans,
hanging plants and anything else that can
be picked up by wind and become a projectile.
s )NSTALL PRECUT v OUTDOOR PLYWOOD FOR
each window of your home.
s 2EINFORCE DOUBLE ENTRY DOORS BY ADDING
bolts to the top and bottom of the inactive
door.
s )NSTALL PROTECTION TO THE OUTSIDE AREAS OF
sliding glass doors.
s 3TRENGTHEN GARAGE DOORS
s 2EMOVE OUTSIDE ANTENNAS
8. If you must evacuate to a shelter,
bring:
s $ISASTER SUPPLY KIT ITEMS AS NOTED
above.
s 0ILLOWS AND BEDDING ITEMS
s 4OYS AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE KIDS
s 0LEASE NOTE 0ETS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN
Red Cross Shelters.

The Agenda
Local Government News
WHITE STONE—Town
council will hold a special
meeting tonight (August
25) to discuss the ﬁscal
year 2012 budget.
The meeting will begin
at 6:30 p.m. in the town
ofﬁce on Rappahannock
Drive.
Citizens are urged to
attend and offer input on
either raising revenue or
suggesting cuts to balance the $146,945 budget,
said town manager Patrick
Frere.
Town council approved
the budget in June which
included a $22,726 deﬁcit
and planned to use money
from its reserve fund for
the ﬁrst 90 days. Council
members vowed to ﬁnd a

way to balance the budget
by October 1.
During work sessions,
council has considered
making cuts to the town’s
public safety budget, or
raising revenue by imposing one or several taxes
including business, professional,
occupational
license, meals, or town real
estate tax.
LANCASTER—The
board of supervisors will
hold four public hearings
at 7 p.m. tonight, (August
25) in the board room at
the county administration
building (courthouse) in
Lancaster.
The ﬁrst hearing will
address a ﬁve-year renewal

Super
SizzlIn’
Summer
Sale

August 25, 26 & 27

30% off

all sterling silver jewelry

10% off

all diamond bridal jewelry

15% off

all other jewelry & giftware
Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
 )RVINGTON 2D s +ILMARNOCK s  
-ONDAY &RIDAY   s 3ATURDAY  

of the cable television franchise contract with MetroCast
Communications.
Although the contract will
automatically renew October 27, supervisors want to
consider citizen comments
regarding current and future
cable services in the county.
A second hearing will be
held on a request from Alvin
H. and Marie V. Carstensen
to expand an existing nonconforming structure on a
1.19-acre parcel. The property is at 1225 Belmont Drive
in the Heritage Point area.
Supervisors also will
accept comments on a
regional water supply plan
prepared by the Northern
Neck Planning District Commission and an ordinance to
implement a related drought
response and contingency
plan.

+ILMARNOCKs6IRGINIA

+ILMARNOCK s 6IRGINIA
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Commission votes for zoning
change to allow commercial
slaughterhouses in Lancaster
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Area
livestock farmers could soon
ﬁnd it easier to get cattle and
other livestock processed if
the county approves a commercial slaughterhouse near
Miskimon.
By a 7-0 vote, the planning commission last week
recommended the board
of supervisors amend the
zoning ordinance to allow
abattoir (commercial slaughterhouse) by special exception in the agriculture district.
Commission member Robert
Smart made the motion to
recommend passage of the
amendment. The amendment
will be set for public hearing
in September.
Neil and Robin Payne
requested the amendment
for their processing plant in
order to turn it into a commercial business. For several
years, they have been slaughtering and processing their
own animals as well as deer
for Hunters for the Hungry.
The Paynes are seeking certiﬁcation from the state and
U.S. Department of Agriculture so they can custom cut
meat for sale to the public.
Currently, a commercial
venture exceeds what is

allowed by-right under the
general deﬁnition of agriculture.
“While abattoir is already
deﬁned in the zoning ordinances, it was not listed as a
permitted use in any zoning
district,” said land use director Don Gill. “The special
exception provision was
included to allow each prospective parcel to be considered on its own merits...and
to allow the public a voice in
the decision process.”
The Paynes are expected
to submit an application for
special exception to operate a
commercial slaughterhouse.
Hearings on the application
could be held in September.
Several citizens spoke in
support of allowing a commercial slaughterhouse to
operate in the county because
it would help local farmers
who now travel long distances to process livestock.
“I don’t know why it took
so long. We need it,” said
Polly Hinten.
Nick Ferriter “It’s overdue
and needed in this county,”
said Nick Ferriter.
“It’s important to our local
economy and for people who
want local food,” said Charlotte Barber.
Charlie Costello told

members this is a perfect
place for such an operation.
“It helps the community. We
should all support it.”
“We have a small farm and
have to travel to Fredericksburg” to process livestock,
said Bernadette Barber.
“This will promote the local
economy.”
Virginia
Cooperative
Extension agriculture agent
Kelly Liddington wrote a
letter favoring the venture,
saying it supports the movement for buying local foods.
“A locally operated harvesting facility would provide the missing link in the
local food chain and secure
access to markets that otherwise would not be possible,”
wrote Liddington. “State and
federal meat laws regulate
this industry and prescribe
that if meats are to be sold to
the consumer by the pound, it
must be federally inspected.”
He added, “Since most
consumers have preferences
for speciﬁc cuts and may
lack storage capacity for a
whole beef that is not all
steaks, the federal inspection
is preferred, allowing the sale
of individual pieces. A fully
operational, inspected plant
facilitates that kind of trade.
It also provides a standard

of care of the animals that
insures humane dispatching practices while keeping
waste regulated to ensure
environmental impact is
minimal.
“The days of back yard
‘hog killin’ are past—hanging carcasses from the tree
doesn’t need to happen—
society dictates a more
humane and sanitary operation than this to provide biologically safe foods with the
least environmental impact.”
He also stressed the favorable impact on the local
economy by “providing local
jobs and other economic
activity.”
The plant operates in a
solid concrete building and
has a back-up generator that
would keep everything operational should the power fail,
said Neil Payne. The operation would be subject to
inspections plus semi-annual
water and septic testing,
and all waste products are
removed in sealed 55 gallon
drums.
In other business, members voted to hold a public
hearing next month on a proposed conservation easement
ordinance and cooperative
agreement with the Northern
Neck Land Conservancy.

572 loving votes cast for Kilmarnock
KILMARNOCK—Assistant town
manager/community
development
Susan T. Cockrell recently announced
Kilmarnock placed eighth among localities vying for the LOVE sign.
The sign promotion is part of the
Virginia Tourism Corporation’s “Bring
Your LOVE To Town” campaign.
Cockrell thanked all of those who
voted in the Bring Love to Your Town
event. Of the 21 localities, Kilmarnock
received 572 votes, the most among
localities of similar size and many with

greater populations
Abingdon received the most votes,
5,665 and will display the LOVE artwork in September at the Barter Green.
Results:
s !BINGDON  
s !LLEGHANY (IGHLANDS  
s 2OANOKE  
s &REDERICKSBURG  
s 3OUTH (ILL  
s #HESAPEAKE  
s ,YNCHBURG  
s +ILMARNOCK 

s &RANKLIN3OUTHAMPTON 
s 7AYNESBORO 
s 6IRGINIA "EACH 
s &AUQUIER #OUNTY 
s ,EXINGTON"UENA 6ISTA 
s "EDFORD 
s .EWPORT .EWS 
s .ORFOLK 
s "ATH #OUNTY 
s 3MITHlELD)SLE OF 7IGHT 
s 2APPAHANNOCK #OUNTY 
s 'LOUCESTER #OUNTY 
s -ATHEWS #OUNTY 

Suscribe to the Record.
Call 435-1701, ext 16.
❖

RIVAH
FLOORING, INC.
RIVAH FLOORING, INC.
Grand Opening!
Saturday, Sept. 3
9am - 1pm
Specializing in:
❖ Ceramic Tile
❖ Laminate
❖ Pre-Finished Hardwood
 7HITE #HAPEL 2OAD s ,ANCASTER
(Beside the old ﬁre house in Lively)
Shane Reynolds 804-462-0701
Brad Vanlandingham 804-462-0368
Licensed & Insured

BURGESS HOUSE, INC.
80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

BIG SALE!
An Unforgettable
Shopping Experience!
Furniture, Home Decor, Nautical
Items, Jewelry and Collectibles

Old, New & In-between!
TUES, -Sat. 10:30-5

80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
Burgess, VA (804) 453-5900

Did you feel
The Earth Store move?
Visit us at our new location
beginning Tuesday, September 6th:
544 North Main Street, Kilmarnock

Our move to North Main Street in Kilmarnock is your opportunity to win. Register for our in-store drawing starting Tuesday,
September 6th through Friday, September 30th by 5:30 p.m. Drawing for prizes will be held Saturday morning, October 1st.
You need not be present to win. The Earth Store will be closed Friday, September 2nd through Monday, September 5th.

1st
Prize

43" Round Eagle Bay®
Aspen Fire Pit Kit

2nd
Prize

Weber®
Gas Grill

3rd
Prize

4' Freestanding
Wall Fountain

544 North Main Street Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482 804-435-7777 TheEarthStore.net
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Congress controls the purse strings

by Robert Mason Jr.
I hate to repeat myself,
but apparently some readers
must have missed the version
of this column when it previously appeared and a number
have reminded me that lately
I have been slack in the
enforcement of the Letters to
the Editor policy regarding
length—of letters—although
this sentence tends to run on
as well.
Have you heard the saying:
“The more words, the less
wisdom?”
Effective immediately,
letters to the editor may not
exceed 300 words.
I can’t believe I wrote that.
I’ve always tried to accommodate all letters regardless
of length. But, some folks
think they deserve more, and
for them there is always the
option of advertising.
I’m tired of seeing
novella-length letters left in
the ﬁle because there’s no
room for them on the page.
I’m tired of seeing them
take up so much space on
the page, when the writer
could make the same point
in less the space. And I’m
tired of hearing from folks
asking us to impose a maximum length.
And I’m tired of seeing
letters of average length get
left in the ﬁle because there’s
one or two writers hogging
all of the news hole.
Get to the point.
A letter of 300 words
stretches approximately a
half a column in length.
As a guide, I’m offering
this bit of wisdom found in
the ﬁrst paragraph of The
King’s English, by H.W.
Fowler and F. G. Fowler:
“Anyone who wishes to
become a good writer should
endeavor, before he allows
himself to be tempted by the
showy qualities, to be direct,
simple, brief, vigorous, and
lucid.
“This general principle
may be translated into practical rules in the domain of
vocabulary as follows:
Prefer the familiar word to
the far-fetched.
Prefer the concrete word to
the abstract.
Prefer the single word to
the circumlocution.
Prefer the simple word to
the long.
Prefer the Saxon word to
the Romance.”
Letters longer than 300
words will be returned to the
writer for additional wordsmithing, if time allows.
If the letter is resubmitted
and is still longer than 300
words, I will cut it.
Or, I just might cut it, or
leave it in the ﬁle, anyway.
I’m geting tired of telling the same writers over
and over and over to cut it
shorter.
All letters are subject to
editing for length, as well as
well as clarity and potentially
libelous statements.
Enough said.

August 25, 2011
Rappahannock Record
Kilmarnock,VA

Rolling on the Rappahannock
Photo by Rhonda Swingle

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point.

Regarding a letter to the editor “President avoids deﬁcit resolution” of August 18, the writer needs a remedial
course in the U.S. Constitution.
Under the Constitution, Congress has sole possession
of the purse strings. Only Congress, not the President,
has the authority to commit the federal government to
spend money, and once Congress has made that commitment, neither the President nor anyone else in the executive branch has any authority to block it—the money
must be spent as directed by Congress.
In fact, Congress passed a law some years back prohibiting the President from “impounding” any money
appropriated by Congress. So if two thirds of the debt
limit increase was spent in the ﬁrst 24 hours after it was
enacted, that’s because Congress had authorized and
appropriated the money, not because the President chose
to spend it.
There seems to be a lot of misunderstanding about
what increasing the debt limit did, and did not, do. It
did not authorize any new spending whatsoever. It only
allowed the government to borrow enough money to pay
the bills it had already incurred, or anticipated it would
incur, as a result of acts of Congress. Had it not been
raised, the nation would have been unable to pay some of
those bills, which it is legally obligated to pay.
Some politicians are fond of comparing the federal
budget to a family’s budget, saying that both must live
within their means. True enough as far as it goes, but
would these same politicians give the family the same
advice some of them gave the government: just don’t
pay your bills?
That would take a pretty good bite out of the family’s
credit score, just as even the possibility of it put a ding
in the nation’s “credit score” (its bond rating).
Barry Kean, Heathsville

CIVIL WAR SESQUICENTENNIAL: 150 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH
August 1861
August 3: Off the coast of Virginia, a Union naval ofﬁcer ascends
in a tethered balloon to look at
Confederate-controlled Hampton
Roads. It is the ﬁrst balloon ascent
from a ship in naval history. The
ﬁrst night aerial reconnaissance also
takes place by counting tent lights
to estimate the enemy strength. In
response, C.S. Gen. Beauregard
orders a blackout to keep the balloons from gathering information.
August 5: To help ﬁnance the
war, President Lincoln signs the
Revenue Act, imposing the ﬁrst
federal income tax in U.S. history.
August 6: Congress passes the
Conﬁscation Act, allowing federal
conﬁscation of any property, including slaves, being used to support the
insurrection. Slaves conﬁscated on
these terms become the property of
the U.S. Government. There is no

provision for declaring them free.
August 7: Hampton, held by
Union forces, is burned to the
ground by Confederate troops in
retaliation for the Union harboring
of conﬁscated or fugitive slaves.
August 12: The Confederates
are considering invading Washington and position artillery along
the Potomac to challenge the transport of Union supplies. Two 8-inch
columbiads (cannons) are placed
at Mathias Point within 100 x 100
foot earthworks. Lincoln’s advisors believe that the Union would
be unable to attack this position by
water and would need around 5,000
soldiers to suppress a Confederate
assault.
August 23: Numerous engagements have been taking place
between Confederate batteries and
Union gun-ships on the upper Potomac. C.S. Col. Cary, commanding

the 13th Virginia Infantry, describes
an incident on August 23: “The
enemy ﬁred the ﬁrst shot… Smith’s
battery replied…The enemy’s
ﬁre was very accurate, frequently
bursting his shell in close proximity to our pieces. It is believed that
both the [USS] Yankee and the
Release were hit, the former more
than once. No one was hurt on our
side. The action lasted about forty
minutes, during which we ﬁred
some twenty-ﬁve shot and shell,
the enemy as many more.”
While areas of the Northern
Neck north of Mattox Creek are
protected by Confederate troops
under Gen. Holmes, it is too risky
to commit large numbers of troops
south of this narrow and swampy
point.
The lower Northern Neck is
essentially an isolated island that
could easily be assaulted by Union

troops landing from ships. With
the Union controlling the rivers, it
would be difﬁcult for a lower Northern Neck defense force to obtain
supplies or reinforcements. As a
consequence, the lower Neck is left
basically unprotected, guarded only
by members of the local militia who
are too young or old to serve in the
regular Confederate force.
August 28-29: Union forces
under Gen. Butler capture forts on
Hatteras Inlet. The Confederates
lose 56 men and have 700 taken
as prisoners. Only one Union soldier is killed. Federal occupation of
the Outer Banks begins, giving the
Union a strategic base for stopping
blockade-runners.
This article is provided by the
Lancaster County Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee and
Mary Ball Washington Museum &
Library.

YESTERYEAR
Reprints from the August 25, 1911 issue of
the Virginia Citizen

Boat Notes
The three-masted schooner Reedville, built
by E. James Tull, at Pocomoke City, Md., for a
ﬁrm composed mostly of Reedville gentlemen,
is ready to go into commission. Capt. Thomas
J. Marshall will command her.
A charter was issued last week to the Colonial
Beach and Pope’s Creek Steamboat Company,
Colonial Beach, Va; George Mason President;
H. W. B. Williams, secretary and treasurer;
W.F. Renshaw, H. Fox, Frank W. Walcott—all
of Colonial Beach, Va., Capital: Maximum,
$25,000.

Irvington
Miss Nell Ford is visiting at Fredericksburg.
Miss Rose Windsor, of Cambridge, Md., is
guest at the parsonage.
Miss Alice Newcomb has returned from
abroad and will visit Irvington shortly.
Miss Alice Croxton is on a two week visit to
friends at St. Bride, near Norfolk.
W. McD. Lee has been in Norfolk and Rich-

mond this past week for treatment to his eyes.
Miss Mabel McGinness, of Ottoman, and
Miss Ethel Donaldson, of Baltimore, are guests
of Miss Hannah Dix.
Capt. P.A. Gunby and T. Arthur Treakle were
in Norfolk Monday, Capt. Gunby going to Baltimore for a day.

Millenbeck
J.D. and W.H. Jesse, of Nuttsville, were in
Baltimore last week. They boarded a steamer
here as she does not stop in Monaskon while
that wharf is being repaired.
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Chowning, of Corning,
N.Y., are spending a two week vacation with
Mr. Chowning’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. W.
Chowning. Mr. Chowning is an electrical engineer for the Corning water works.
Miss Belle Ball left last week for her home
in California after spending some time with
her sister, Mrs. B.W. Wright, at Tappahannock,
and the Misses Ball at Monaskon. Mrs. Wright
accompanied her as far as Baltimore.
Presiding Elder Boggs will preach at
Bethel Church next Sunday afternoon at three
o’clock.

Alfonso
Mrs. Mary E. George of Monaskon, is
spending some time here visiting her sister and
brother, Mrs. John E. Haynie, and A. J. Headley.
Misses Ethel and Janie Marsh, of Reedville,
who recently spent some time with their cousins, Misses Virgie and Berneze Haynie, are
visiting friends at Sharps and Farnham at this
writing. The Misses Haynie expect to return
with them.
A.C. Headley and son, Melvin, of New York,
are visiting relatives in this vicinity.
W. J. Haynie has just purchased a handsome
upright piano, “The Bailey,” for his daughters.
J. Morgan Haynie has also purchased one.
Miss Annie Cundiff has returned home after
spending some time visiting friends and relatives in Baltimore.
W. J. Haynie and family and William Hinton
and family are preparing to spend the week of
the encampment at Kirkland.
Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and
Library

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

L

ast week the elder B.E. accompanied
me on a three-day business trip to
New York City. We left Tuesday at noon
and reached Edison, N.J., by late evening.
The next morning we departed early
for The Big Apple. We were on the road
for almost an hour to get through the Lincoln Tunnel into Manhattan, then another
hour to traverse the island on 42nd Street
to Madison Avenue to make our ﬁrst
appointments.
We had to go around the block to reach
a parking garage, another ﬁfteen-minute
experience, but the rates were cheap at
$48 for the whole day, not by Northern
Neck standards to say the least. Eight
hours later when we concluded our meetings, we exited on Madison Avenue at the
height of rush hour.
A receptionist in the building recommended a restaurant a few blocks away,
noting that it served good food and was
“inexpensive.” We decided to walk there,
have dinner, and return for our car after
the madhouse had subsided, if it ever
does in New York.
Dinner at Papillon was outstanding.
We each had a salad and a main course of
scallops for the B.E. and halibut for me.

He had a soda, and I drank water. Pre-tip similar structures in Europe, but nevthe bill was $99, not what I should call ertheless it is quite imposing in its own
inexpensive, but delicious food had been right.
a treat after a long day of conferences.
By then we were almost to 8 p.m., and
We walked around the center of Manhat- decided the rush had rushed, and we could
tan before going for the car.
begin our trek homeward. We left via
We stopped in the Palace Hotel, the the automobile passage through Grand
former Helmsley Palace, the greatest Central Station, the surviving one of the
ﬂowering of the grandiose schemes of two great train stations in New York, the
the late Leona Helmsother having been the
ley in the days prior
old Pennsylvania Stato her incarceration. I I am the ﬁrst to admit
tion, which the Penn
explained to the B.E.
Central Railroad wanthe façade and ﬁrst being spoiled by our lifetonly destroyed in the
few rooms constituted
1960s.
what was left of the style here. I never have to
The office building
great brownstone Vil- plan a trip to Kilmarnock that sits to the north
lard House, behind
of the terminal, stradwhich Leona had around avoiding rushdling Park Avenue, is
erected her 899-room
one of the 200 such
hour trafﬁc.
hotel.
structures that Leona
The last Villard had
and Harry Helmsley
left the property to
owned in Manhattan,
the Catholic Archdiocese of New York, and it continues to bear the name, The
headquartered at Saint Patrick’s Cathe- Helmsley Building. The destruction
dral across Madison Avenue, which still of Penn Station caused New Yorkers
owns the land. We went on to visit the to realize what they had lost, which
Cathedral, one of the purest expressions in turn led to the efforts to restore
of 19th-century Gothic architecture in and preserve Grand Central Station.
America. It might not be the equal of Despite that success, as pundits have

observed, nothing that has been saved
since the 1960s is the equal of what
the city lost in pulling down Pennsylvania Station.
We had an easier time returning to
the Lincoln Tunnel than we had known
coming into the city in the morning,
and we drove on down the boring New
Jersey Turnpike, across the Delaware
Memorial Bridge, to spend the night in
Newcastle, Delaware. The next morning
we were up and out on the return trip to
“our moated Eden” here in the Northern
Neck.
I am the ﬁrst to admit being spoiled by
our lifestyle here. I never have to plan
a trip to Kilmarnock around avoiding
rush-hour trafﬁc. Happily to date, two
people have never had to dine simply at
a local eatery, thronged with people, for
$99, pre-tip. The last couple of weeks
have had me trying to avoid breathing
the odors coming up from the ﬁre in the
Dismal Swamp, but that pales in comparison with the exhaust fumes along
the turnpike.
New York is a nice place to visit, exciting and memorable, but as far as living
there goes, in the words of the late Samuel
Goldwyn, “Include me out.”

+ILMARNOCK s 6IRGINIA

!UGUST   s A7

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

YOUR LETTERS
The cost of gas
There is so much in this
world I don’t understand
but the immediate concern
is this: I don’t understand
why I am paying $3.45 a
gallon of gasoline in the
establishments in Lancaster
County, yet I can go to our
neighboring county to the
north and pay $3.25 a gallon
in Warsaw and even less in
Tappahannock.
Perhaps the establishments in Lancaster County
think we are all rich and
don’t mind paying 20 cents
more a gallon; or maybe
they think we are dumb and
do not know any better.
Anyway I was just wondering if anyone could help
me to understand why?
Jack Bailey,
Chownings Ferry

So what?
So what if we raise taxes
on the rich? So what if the
revenue generated by a tax
increase would be only a
trickle compared to the
flood of federal debt? So
what if the government
will again spend the additional revenue instead of
applying it to the deficit?
So what if we discourage
productivity by taxing it?
Is it fair that half the
people pay all the tax
and the other half pay
none? Does it matter that
this violates our nation’s
founding principle that all
men are created equal by
God and should be treated
as such under the law?
Indeed, a little history
helps put current political
rhetoric in some perspective. Thomas Jefferson, a
man who knew something
about our founding principles, proposed “a wise
and frugal government,
which shall restrain men
from injuring one another,
shall leave them otherwise
free to regulate their own
pursuits of industry and
improvement, and shall
not take from the mouth
of labor the bread it has
earned. This is the sum of
good government.”
Our nation is in economic decline because
its government has violated these principles for
decades. It has taxed too
much, spent too much,
regulated too much and
restricted our liberty too
much. As a result, government has prospered
while the people have
suffered. Those in charge
of the malaise perpetuate this cycle by blaming
their predecessors for the
problem and burdening
our children with finding
a solution.
Any proposal that we
should continue down this
path is not only irresponsible, it is, by definition,
un-American.
That’s what.
David Humphreys,
White Stone

Send in
the clowns
Ladies and gentlemen,
welcome to the quadrennial
Washington, D.C., threering circus! You will witness feats that will amaze
and astound you! You will
NOT BELIEVE your eyes
and ears!
In the center ring, wearing a blue tie and big grin,
is The Obama Troop. They
will show you how none of
the bad things happening
are really their fault, but
were caused by the Troop
in the far right ring. They
also will show no one could
have done any better, and
if you keep them around
another four years, they will
bring prosperity to “we the
people,” preserve Medicare
and Social Security, reinstate the government’s economic stability, and bring
peace to the Middle East.
In the far right ring, watch
The GOP Troop, pretending they are not actually
delighted the party in the
center ring got stuck with
the current problems. Led
by a man with a concerned
expression and a cosmetic
tan, they will tell you they
have all the answers, and if
you hire them for the next
four years, they will tell you
what they are when they feel
like it, and if things don’t

work out, it will be their
fault of The Obama Troop.
In the left ring is The Tea
Party Troop with a new
smoke and mirrors act is
still trying to ﬁgure itself
out. They don’t really know
what they are, but whatever
you want them to be, they
are. They have the most
unusual acts because they
give newcomers a chance to
perform whom the other two
acts don’t want. They have
the scariest acts of the show,
so watch them closely, but
don’t be afraid to cover your
eyes and ears.
During their encore performances, watch their three
pep rallies, where everyone
gets to wear funny hats,
wave ﬂags, ﬂy balloons,
shout inane slogans, and
have a great time. The airlines, hotels, and advertising agencies love these three
acts because they contribute
millions of dollars to their
coffers, that would otherwise be lost internet communication venues. The
press loves these parties, so
you won’t miss a thing.
Don’t worry about understanding anything they say,
because it will be political gibberish consisting
entirely of trashing the acts
in the other two rings. If you
expect to learn how they
will accomplish the wonderful things they promise,
you will be disappointed.
If you insist on separating
fact from ﬁction, separating
what your party wants you
to believe from what your
logic and freedom of choice
tells you, you will be sorely
tasked and frustrated.
So just settle back with
your favorite beverage and
enjoy the show.
It’s going to be a long
year.
Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

Change is needed
As I approach my 80th
year, I reﬂect on this great
nation that I was given by my
savior and ancestors.
Born during the depression, I lived my childhood in
a middle class family and had
the privilege of an education
in an era when many did not.
During World War II, my
mother became employed—
giving up the tourist home
which she had run for all my
childhood. After completion
of high school, I was privileged to attend the Virginia
Military Institute and earn a
college degree and a commission in the U.S. Army at
the end of the Korean War.
After 30 years in the industrial world, I retired and have
had the opportunity to travel
with my wife to many foreign countries and observe
other people and their pursuit of life under various
forms of government. It has
always been a pleasure to
return home to the great old
U.S.A. and the best form of
government in the world.
Our system of government
was God given to us through
many wise and God-fearing
men. It is a masterpiece of
human endeavor. Today we
face many situations which
have been building for many
years. The individuals who
serve in the public service,
Congress, Senate and executive branch are elected by
the people to carry forth the
Constitutional rights devised
by our ancestors.
I believe many in this
sector have lost sight of
the Constitutional rights
empowered to them. They
serve ﬁrst the party whether
it be Republican or Democratic, doing the bidding of
their party leader. Second,
they serve their self interests at our expense; salaries,
pensions, health beneﬁts and
many other gifts. Last, they
serve the people who elected
them to their ofﬁces.
We are the people who
carry the ﬁnancial burden
placed on us by their pursuits
of party and self interest. We
the people must search our
ranks to ﬁnd persons who
will serve America ﬁrst and
place their allegiance to
upholding the Constitution
as it was written.
The time is now to put our
house in order and make the
changes that will keep this
nation the envy of the world.
God bless America.
John M.Townes III,
White Stone

Letters policy

Letters on current
events and other
topics of community
interest are welcome.
Please observe the following guidelines:
Do:
s "E AS BRIEF AS POSsible. Keep letters to
300 words or less.
s 3IGN YOUR NAME AND
include your address
and phone number
for veriﬁcation, or
clariﬁcation, even when
emailing the letter.
Do not:
s 7RITE ON PERSONAL
matters.
s 0RAISE OR CONDEMN
private businesses.
s 3END FORM LETTERS
thank you letters, malicious letters, promotional letters, anonymous letters, or letters
addressed to someone
else.
s 3UBMIT MORE THAN
one letter in two consecutive weeks.
All letters are subject
to editing for length,
clarity, or potentially
libelous statements.

Obama is typical
presidential
material
Sure, if our government
tells us something, it must
be the truth.
I was given the impression that the bailout of
Chrysler Motors was repaid
with interest. They forgot to
mention that due to bankruptcy and the Fiat takeover,
Chrysler is into the American taxpayer by just a few
bucks; 1.3 billion or thereabouts is how much we lost.
Obama wasn’t hired to be
an accountant. As it turns
out, he’s not much of a businessman either. Recently this
Nobel Peace Prize winner
touted small businesses
which survived because of
the indirect effects of the
auto bailouts. Oh no, some
of them didn’t make it, like
the New Chef’s restaurant
in Ohio which went belly
up. I suppose there are
many more no longer existing businesses Obama will
be taking an “I saved them”
credit for.
Obama still has donkey
brain George Bush to pin
the tail on. There’s always an
escape route there. Maybe
the president can ﬁnd a way
to blame your Aunt Gussie
for the incredible national
debt,
paltry
domestic
growth rate, soaring unemployment, uncapped and
unprecedented
spending,
billions in taxpayer foreign
aide wasted on corrupt antiAmerican countries, and a
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drastically swooning credit
rating.
I’m
sure
President
Obama, as all of our presidents, meant well. However, we just can’t afford his
redistribution of wealth and
world social agenda. We
need somebody to represent
this country’s interests as
president.
The country’s legislature
consists of chameleons,
jellyﬁsh without sting, and
shamelessly self-aggrandizing cowards. It seems not
only that we are leaderless
but rudderless as well.
It’s not merely our sad
sinking economy that jettisons us to becoming a
second-rate nation and disembowels our standard of
living, but our insane foreign policy as well. Our
current state of weakness
urges and prods Iran in its
quest to become a formidable nuclear power. Asking
Israel to negotiate itself
back to its pre-1967 border
is asking this nuclear power
to commit suicide.
Obama policy merely
encourages catastrophe and
brings it much closer to our
borders. Obama’s undeclared Libyan war is not
turning out very well for us
either. Obama is still tinkering in Iraq and Afghanistan
at great cost of American
lives and yet more incredible borrowing we cannot
afford.
This president changes
political direction and policies depending upon his
perception of how the wind
blows for his upcoming reelection. Maybe this is what
he meant by his “Change is
Coming” campaign slogan.
This is really his only concern. Like every other political sloth, it’s all about him.
Currently, we have a
dysfunctional government.
What do we do about it?
Beats me.
Garrett L. Howard,
Heathsville

Do you remember?
Wayland (W.F.) Booth and his wife, Chloe, (above)
celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary in December
1957. Representing the oldest family business in
Kilmarnock, they started a furniture business in 1920 on
Main Street, where W.F. Booth & Son Inc. now offers new
furniture and related services. For a while, Mr. Booth
operated a store in a portion of the Rappahannock
Record ofﬁce, where he sold used clothing, guns and
other items. He later returned across the street to
continue operating the furniture business with his wife.
“Do you remember?” is a community service of the
Kilmarnock Museum.

 

  

 




    
   

Doug Wilt

John F. Baxter Agency
1164 Irvington Road
Kilmarnock

(804) 435-3164
(888) 445-5477
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Come Meet the Candidate
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Candidate for Commonwealth’sSAttorney,
Lancaster
County
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Saturday, August 27, 3-5 pm

419 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone
near White Stone Town Hall L Bring a Lawn Chair
Paid for by friends of Robert Cunningham (robert-cunningham.com)

River Cruises
Departing

Horn Harbor & Crazy Crab Restaurants

Every Saturday Evening
Cruise 2 hrs. (round trip)
ALL NIGHT TICKET $15 adults $10 children
For the schedule, go to:

captbillyscharters.com
(804) 580-7292
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Commission
keeps practice
allowing the
temporary
storage of
mobile homes
by Shannon Rice

Music with a message
Southern Grace brought a mix of country gospel, old hymns and contemporary
Christian music to the Music by the River stage last Saturday at Belle Isle State Park.
From left are Joe Shifﬂett on drums, Tim Nicely on keyboards, Larry Kyger on guitar,
Scott Crickenberger on harmonica and Kenny Williams on bass and vocals. They also
provided praise and worship music for the White Stone Church of the Nazarene on
Sunday. The weekend engagements marked their ﬁfth annual Northern Neck tour,
extending from the Shenandoah Valley. 0HOTO BY 2OBERT -ASON *R

Safety Net initiative concludes;
community support continues
IRVINGTON—The local
economy, like the rest of the
country during these past
three years, has suffered the
most challenging ﬁnancial
time since the Great Depression, said River Counties
Community
Foundation
(RCCF) director Margaret
Nost.
While government efforts
provided stimulus funding during the height of
the recession, local philanthropic initiatives also
played a signiﬁcant role in
lessening hardships on families, said Nost.
In response to dramatic
increases in need for basic
human services such as
food, shelter, housing, and
health care, RCCF created a
temporary Safety Net Fund
to help ﬁll gaps not already
covered by federal, state or
local programs, she said.
In the fall of 2009, RCCF
coordinated gifts from local
donors, the Community
Foundation Serving Richmond and Central Virginia,
and the Jessie Ball duPont
Fund, redistributing those
funds to agencies whose
missions are to meet basic
human need. In a matter
of a few weeks, more than
$83,000 was distributed in
the area served by RCCF,
continued Nost.
As the recession lingered,
this special Safety Nest
funding continued, thanks to
a generous $150,000 grant
to RCCF from the duPont
Fund, she said. Funding was
distributed through RCCF to
Lancaster Middlesex, Northumberland, Richmond and
Westmoreland counties, she
said. Each county received
$25,000
through
their
Social Services Department
to be distributed for essen-

From left are River Counties Community Foundatin
chairman Paul Sciacchitano and Northern Neck Food
Bank director Lance Barton. The food bank has eceived
much needed funding from the foundation’s Safety Net
Fund.

tial needs for those families
not being helped by existing
programs.
Feedmore, the food bank
that serves the Northern
Neck, was given a grant
to distribute food to food
pantries based in those ﬁve
counties, she said. Funds
were also distributed to
The Haven, the Free Health
Clinic, the Northern Neck
Food Bank, and local Red
Cross to help with their
increase in demand for services. Support was given to
a foster parent initiative in
Northumberland and Lancaster counties, as more and
more foster parents were
needed to help with families in distress.
While the Safety Net
initiative has concluded,
RCCF remains committed
to building local charitable
assets to respond to changing and unexpected needs
in the area, said Nost.
Paul
Sciacchitanno,
President of the RCCF

Advisory Board said, “No
where is a community
foundation more important
than in a rural community,”
said RCCF advisory board
president Paul Sciacchitanno. “With a smaller
population
and
fewer
charitable resources that
you ﬁnd in urban areas, we
need to continue building
local philanthropic assets
that can make our community stronger for all.
“We live in a very generous community, and the
Safety Net initiative was
just one example of a local
response to unexpected
circumstances, We may
not know what future challenges will arise, but with
donors working with RCCF
to build permanent charitable assets, we can be in a
better position of looking
after our own community.”
To learn more about
establishing a fund, contact Nost at 438-9414, or
mnost@tcrichmond.org.

H E AT H S V I L L E — B y
a unanimous 8-0 decision, the Northumberland
planning
commission
last week voted to advise
county supervisors to keep
the current zoning ordinance rather than recommend removal of “storage
of an unoccupied mobile
home” as a permitted use
along with the associated
requirements.
“You’ll
be
penalizing people who follow
the rules,” said chairman
George Kranda of the proposed amendment.
The existing language
adopted in 2003 allows
storage of an unoccupied
mobile home on one’s
property for up to six
months. The provision was
implemented for individuals to set up the home for
residential use, pending
permits.
Since 2003, the Northumberland
building
ofﬁcial, W.M. Knight has
noted violations of the
ordinance and asked the
commission and board to
consider removal of the
section.
Violations have included
leaving the mobile home
on the property longer than
permitted, using it as a
storage unit and individuals living in mobile homes
without proper hook-up to
septic, water or electricity.
Commission
member
Charles Williams said
there needed to be a tool to
help punish violators and
added the solution is not
one-size-ﬁts-all.
“I’m looking for the
unintended consequences
of what we’re deciding
on,” said Williams.
If the amendment were
passed, there would be no
option to store a singlewide mobile home, said
member Chris Cralle.
It seems as though the
commission was looking to
change the ordinance just
to “get that one guy,” said
member Kevin Elmore.
“It’s a reasonable approach
for the county to take,” said
Lee Allain of Lottsburg,
“But there are both sides
to the story. I don’t know
if anything needs to be
changed.”
In a separate public hearing, the commission unanimously (8-0) recommended
the board approve a request
from James M. Clegg to
rezone his property at 5400
Jessie Dupont Memorial
Highway from general residential to general business
to operate a business ofﬁce
for retail generator sales
and service.

What’s happening around town?
www.RRecord.com
A.T. Wright School
Association Announces

7th Grand School Reunion
Dinner/Dance
for Scholarships
Saturday, September 3 • 7 p.m.
At the Beacon • Topping, VA
Entertainment by

Faith Waddy, DJ Tony Waller
Donation: $30 in Advance
For more information call Lloyd Hill 438-6713

Join the Friends of the Rappahannock
for our Fall Tidal Clean-up on September
10, 2011. End the summer promoting a
cleaner, safer and healthier Rappahannock
River and encourage stewardship in your
community, too! Clean-up materials will
be supplied, canoes and gear available,
walkers welcome. Launch sites include
June Parker Marina & Whelan’s Marina.
Picnic lunch provided after clean-up at
Belle Isle State Park.
Registration is Required:
www.riverfriends.org/tidalcleanup.
Need a hand with a shoreline near you?
Register a site.
Got an extra hand? Register volunteers.
www.riverfriends.org/tidalcleanup
It’s easy, check it out!

The Richmond
County Fair

Aug 23-27
On Stage
Saturday Night
6 pm- 7:30 pm
Royalti Band & Show
playing
Blues, R&B,
and Southern Soul
8 pm - 11 pm
Wild Country Band

FREE CONCERT
U.S. AIR FORCE
Heritage Ramblers
Dixieland Jazz Ensemble
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 27 • 7PM
IRVINGTON COMMONS
KING CARTER DR., IRVINGTON
Pack a picnic, bring your chairs!
Come enjoy this special event . . .
For more information
contact Tetrick at 438-9058.

Sponsored by the Irvington
Village Improvement Association

