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Deadlines approaching
to file for local office
in November 8 election
KILMARNOCK—The November 8 ballots in Lancaster and Northumberland counties will include
polling for local government positions including ﬁve constitutional
ofﬁces and several supervisor and
school board seats.
Potential candidates must ﬁle by
August 23 to appear on the ballot,
and political party chairs have until
August 26 to list their candidates.
Although most of those intending to
seek election to local ofﬁce have yet
to ﬁle, several have launched campaigns or otherwise indicated they
plan to run.
To obtain and ﬁle the candidate
forms that are due August 23, those
interested in running for ofﬁce in
Lancaster County should call voter
registrar Peggy Harding at 462-5277.
In Northumberland County, contact
voter registrar Kathy Goddard at
580-4655.

Lancaster candidates
In Lancaster County, incumbent
Commonwealth’s Attorney C. Jeffers
Schmidt Jr. of Irvington will seek reelection. Robert L. Cunningham of
White Stone and R. Wayne Nunnally
of Irvington also have announced
their intentions to seek the post.
Incumbent Commissioner of the
Revenue George A. “Sonny” Thomas
of Kilmarnock will seek re-election.
Incumbent Sheriff Ronald D.
“Ronnie” Crockett of Irvington will
seek re-election. Melvin L. Howard
also has launched a campaign for
sheriff.
Incumbent Treasurer Bonnie J.
D. Haynie of Corrotoman-By-TheBay will seek re-election. David
Lee Cook of White Stone also has
announced he will seek the post.
Incumbent District 2 supervisor
Ernest W. Palin Jr. of Lively will seek
re-election.
Incumbent District 3 supervisor Peter N. Geilich of Windmill
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department’s 76th annual Firemen’s Festival marked another successful Point will seek re-election. Jason
run. Above, Bobby Clarke, 6, climbs the rock wall as folks across the carnival grounds join the queue for D. Bellows of White Stone also has
Big Eli. Clarke is the son of Angela and Shawn Clarke of Wicomico Church. Check out the slideshow at announced his candidacy for the
RRecord.com. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
seat.
Incumbent District 4 supervisor
Dr. Jack S. Russell of Weems will
seek re-election.
District 1 school board member

Kilmarnock carnival concludes 76th session

GOP primary
candidates
to make joint
appearance

T

he Lancaster County
Republican Committee
on Tuesday, August 16, will
host the three candidates
seeking the nomination for
District 99 Delegate in the
August 23 Republican Primary.
The meeting will begin
at 7 p.m. at the Chesapeake
Bank Training Center on
School Street in Kilmarnock.
“This will be the last time
to hear from these candidates
in the county before the election,” said chairman Joan
Blackstone. “All those interested in hearing from the
candidates, please join us.
There will be a time to ask
questions.”
The candidates are John
Lampmann of Port Royal,
Margaret Ransone of Kinsale
and Dean Sumner of Heathsville. The nominee will represent the Republican Party
on the November 8 ballot.
Blackstone also will introduce the party’s nominees
for constitutional ofﬁces in
Lancaster County, Robert
Cunningham for Commonwealth’s Attorney and George
E. “Sonny” Thomas for Commissioner of the Revenue.

Robert V. Smart of Lancaster is
seeking re-election, having been
appointed to the seat since the last
election for school board.
Incumbent District 2 school board
member Ella Davis of Lancaster will
seek re-election.
Incumbent District 3 school board
member Donald McCann of White
Stone will seek re-election.
DEADLINE, continued on page A2

Real estate appraisals
under way in Lancaster
LANCASTER—Appraisers from Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal Company of Staunton will begin visiting properties in Lancaster County
this week, said county administrator Frank A. Pleva.
The company was recently awarded a contract to reassess all county
real estate for tax purposes. The effective date of the new general reassessment will be January 1, 2013.
Pleva said ﬁeld work is expected to be completed in the fall of 2012
when property owners will be mailed a notice indicating the new value
of their property. They then will have an opportunity to meet with the
assessors to discuss the new values and to seek adjustments.
After January 2013, a Board of Equalization will consider further
appeals, he said. Composed of county citizens, the Board of Equalization will be appointed by the Lancaster County Circuit Court.
Carnival president Johnny Smith (left) presents the keys to Tommy Evans of White Stone, winner of the
All appraisers carry photo identiﬁcation and drive marked vehicles.
2011 Chevy Camaro at this year’s Firemen’s Festival. Evans bought two tickets from fellow Lancaster If no adult is present when an appraiser visits a property, they will
County Deputy Josh Hudson. Last year, Evans helped maneuver the grand prize Camaro on the stage; leave a door hanger requesting additional information.
this year he drove one home.
For more information about the reassessment, see the public notice
on page A6 in this week’s paper.

Citizens add suggestions for balancing White Stone’s budget
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—Almost all of the 20
residents and business owners attending
the town council meeting Thursday spoke
in favor of keeping White Stone’s police
force intact even if it means imposing
property or business taxes.
“Instead of cutting the police force, I
say step it up,” said resident and former
councilman Jack Ashburn. Instead of cutting the police force, or imposing property
taxes, they should look further at business
licenses or ﬁscal restraint, he added.
Although town council hadn’t included
a discussion of its 2011-12 budget on last
week’s agenda, residents came out in record
numbers to address the projected shortfall.
Amid declining revenue and rising costs,
the town is trying to deal with a pending
deﬁcit in 2012.
Council adopted a proposed $146,945
budget in June which included a $22,726
deficit. It could use money from its
$380,000 reserve fund for the first 90
days, but by October 1, 2011, agreed to
decide on a way to balance the budget,
either by cutting expenditures or by
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increasing revenue.
During work sessions, council has discussed cutting expenses, including public
safety. Members also have considered several steps to increase revenue, including
increasing the town tag fees from $20 to
$25; imposing a business, professional,
occupational license tax (BPOL); imposing a meals tax; or imposing a town real
estate tax.
“We’ve got to do something to raise revenues,” said former councilman Jack Johnson. “A professional tax on businesses?
Why not?” he asked. “If you don’t live in
White Stone and you have a business, you
don’t even have to pay a penny.”
Johnson even admitted he wouldn’t mind
paying a property tax if it means the town
could maintain its police department and
offer additional services. He’d like to see
a town trash service and someone cut the
grass and keep the grass out of the sidewalks.
“Nobody takes care of the town of White
Stone and nobody will until we pay money
to get it done,” he said.
The community came out in full force in
part because of a concerned citizen’s letter
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distributed throughout town last week. The
letter called on White Stone residents and
business owners to “take part in directing
the decision-making process.”
About 11 of the 20 people in attendance
addressed the council. Only one, Jimmy
Schmidt, questioned why the town has a
police department.
Schmidt said residents pay for coverage
from the county sheriff’s department and
state police, and that both would respond
in an emergency.
Resident Zina Middleton said those
departments often don’t respond quickly
enough and resident Jim Philbrick said
“there isn’t crime in White Stone,” because
of the police department.
“I’m concerned that people say they
don’t think we need a police department,”
he said.
Middleton said she agreed the town
“needs to do something to bring on revenue,” but she’s concerned about a property
tax.
“Once you implement it, you can’t take it
away,” she said.
Kelly Sullivan Moss, who owns a restaurant in White Stone, said she would be
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affected by a personal property tax...and a
business license fee, and did not oppose
either. “But how many businesses would
be affected by the meals tax — only ﬁve
businesses.”
There are 65 businesses in White Stone,
said town manager Patrick Frere. Eight of
those, including convenience stores, sell
food.
Council made no decisions about the
budget at last week’s meeting and Mayor
Lloyd B. Hubbard reassured residents the
town is not in trouble.
“The town has a good reserve,” he said.
“But like any of us, we don’t like dipping
into savings.”
Council was missing two of its members
Thursday, vice mayor David Jones and
Randy Reeves. In attendance were Mayor
Hubbard, Joe Sliakis, Irving Brittingham,
Scott Hudson, Tina Davis and Jennifer
Hodges.
At the close of the meeting, Hudson
commended the residents for coming out
and offering their advice.
“In the four years I’ve been serving,
this is the most we’ve had turn out for a
CITIZENS, continued on page A2

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Focus on fun
Everybody had fun at the Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department’s 76th annual Firemen’s Festival.
Enjoy the slideshow at RRecord.com
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School board endorses honor code Deadline approaching
by Audrey Thomasson

Young’s belief was repeated
Monday night before the Lancaster school board in a presentation on a proposed honor
code for high school students.
“We need to create an honor
code to instill a sense of integrity,” said high school history
teacher Matt Brent. The problem of cheating and plagiarism
extends beyond high school to
graduate programs and education professionals, he said.
“When students turn in
work, they’re turning in a
part of themselves. It’s about
integrity, trust, honor and
respect. We need an honor
code because not everyone
understands what it means to
cheat or plagiarize. The code
deﬁnes it...gives violations,”
said Brent.
He also noted there is
research showing those who
sign an honor code are less
likely to cheat.
Board members praised the
plan, suggesting the policy
eventually be introduced at the
middle and primary schools.
Because the document
incorporates consequences for
offenders, it constitutes policy
and therefore needs board
approval, said superintendent

KILMARNOCK—Public school systems need an
honor code—and not just
for students, says former
U.S. ambassador and Atlanta
mayor Andrew Young.
“Cheating speaks to the
character, and that’s where the
failure is,” said Young. “This
is a time for us to decide what
we want to do with our school
system.”
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KILMARNOCK—The
planning commission on
Monday re-elected Jane
Ludwig chairman and moved
Dave Reedy into the position
of vice chairman.
The commission also recommended to council the
reappointment of members
Lindsy Gardner and Joan Gravatt to new four-year terms.
Their current terms expire in
September, according to town
planner Marshall Sebra.
Members voted unanimously to recommend the
appointment of Travis Abbott
to the open position on the
commission.
Abbott is a lieutenant with
Navy Region Mid-Atlantic
Fire and Emergency Services
in Norfolk. According to his
application, he is a 1994 graduate of Lancaster High School
and life member of the Kilmarnock-Lancaster Rescue
Squad.
He is a planner and specialist in chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and
explosive emergencies and
member of disaster response
teams.
His application, along with
those from two other candidates, Mei-Li Beane and Ann
Towner, will go to town council for ﬁnal selection.
In other business, text
amendments to the sign ordinance and penalties for repeat
offenders of the nuisance
ordinance were set for public
hearing at next month’s commission meeting.
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Dr. Daniel Lukich. While the
plan is to disperse the code in
the high school registration
packet and discuss its principles during the ﬁrst week of
school, Lukich said he wants
to follow proper procedures to
adopt it as policy.
Member Alexander Fleet
made the motion to hold a
second reading at the Sep-

tember board meeting, which
won unanimous approval.
In other business, a 25¢
increase in school lunch
prices was approved. The
price will increase to $2 at the
primary school and $2.25 at
the middle and high schools.
The increase is required for
the lunch program to meet
federal subsidy programs.

Area tourism ofﬁcials are seeking to bring this big LOVE
sign to Kilmarnock. If the town is selected, lots of votes
on Facebook will be needed August 17 and 18. Check
facebook.com/VirginiaIsForLovers or RRecord.com next
Monday and Tuesday to see if Kilmarnock’s application
was accepted and learn how to vote.

LOVE Kilmarnock
KILMARNOCK—The Virginia Tourism Corporation has
a new campaign, “Bring LOVE to your Town.”
This is actually the four letters of LOVE large enough
to create a photo spot, said assistant town manager Susan
Cockrell. Through the Northern Neck Tourism Commission,
Kilmarnock is applying to get the “LOVE” letters to come
here for a month.
The Virginia Tourism Corporation will have a 24-hour
voting contest at facebook.com/VirginiaIsForLovers beginning next Wednesday, August 17, and ending at 5 p.m.
August 18 to determine what locality will get signs, said
Cockrell.
Whether Kilmarnock’s entry is accepted for the voting will
be conﬁrmed August 15 or 16 at facebook.com/VirginiaIsForLovers. The decision will also be posted on RRecord.com.
The winning locality will be notiﬁed August 19. The sign
would arrive August 31 and would be erected on the town
property on North Main Street.

Counselor leaves
trail of controversy
by Shannon Rice
LOTTSBURG—Questions surrounding the resignation of high school
guidance counselor Hutt
Williams and school board
chairman Lee Scripture’s
comments about the situation were still a hot topic at
the Northumberland school
board meeting Monday.
“How can you represent
Northumberland County,
the Northumberland County
School Board and especially the children of our
school system when your
opinion of the parents and
children in attendance that
night is that we’re all a pack
of dogs?” Lee Self asked of
Scripture.
The question stemmed
from an article in The Northumberland Echo quoting
a voicemail message to Williams from Scripture following the June 13 school
board meeting in which the
chairman says, “You’ll have
to call your dogs off. If you
don’t, we’ll have to ﬁgure
something out.”
A large crowd of students
and parents turned out at
the June meeting to support
Williams and urge to board
to keep him in the counselor
position.
Self also said it was time
for Scripture to retire. He
said when a person serves
too long in government,
they begin to feel that they
can say and do whatever
they please.
Scripture said his choice
of words to Williams was
unfortunate. He also said if
Williams were to come to
the board and admit those
words were the cause of his
resignation, he would step
down.
Board member Myrtle
Phillips said she did not
condone Scripture’s decision to call Williams, but
did say that if a remark is
not made at the table during
a board meeting, it should
not be identiﬁed as a school
board remark.
“We have to take the recommendation of the superintendent,” said Phillips of
Williams’
reassignment.
The board does not get to
see the work of every individual employee, she noted.
Despite her respect and
personal gratitude toward
Williams, board member
Tammy Hall said the deci-

sion to reassign him was
what was best for the school
system after taking all
things into account.
Superintendent Clint Stables ended the discussion
of Williams’ resignation by
saying, “He did not leave
because he was asked to
leave. There was a change
in assignments at the high
school. He made the decision that he did not like
the assignment and made
a decision to go to another
school. He’s a high quality
counselor. The school and
administration saw him as
such. It had nothing to do
with the quality of work he
was doing.”
In other matters, Stables
revealed state revenue
left a positive balance in
the school’s budget and
requested that the money be
used to buy two new buses
to keep with the 15-year
replacement schedule.
James Long of the Northumberland board of
supervisors was in attendance and suggested the
money might be better
spent in after-school tutoring programs.
Long also expressed concerns about school attendance, saying the schools
need to be more accountable for absentees.
“It’s cheaper to keep a
student in school than to
pay for them in the court
system,” said Long.
Stables
agreed,
but
noted a loophole in the
court system that prohibits
action against the student
if a parent approves of the
absences.
The superintendent also
reported that Northumberland public schools met
overall Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) this past
school year by reaching
the 85% pass rate. AYP is
a measurement deﬁned by
the federal No Child Left
Behind Act that allows the
U.S. Department of Education to determine how
every public school and
school district in the country is performing academically according to results on
standardized tests. Only 9%
of Virginia school divisions
met AYP.
Northumberland failed to
meet AYP in the black, economically disadvantaged
and special education student subgroups.

continued from page A1

Incumbent District 4 school board member Patrick McCranie
of Weems will seek re-election.

Northumberland candidates
In Northumberland County, Commonwealth’s Attorney
Jane B. Wrightson of Heathsville will seek election. She was
appointed to the seat since the last election for Commonwealth’s
Attorney.
Incumbent Commissioner of the Revenue Todd E. Thomas
of Lottsburg will seek re-election.
Incumbent Sheriff Charles A. “Chuck” Wilkins of Village
will seek re-election. Greg Keyser of Glebe Point also is campaigning for sheriff.
Incumbent Treasurer Ellen Booker Kirby of Heathsville will
seek e-election.
Incumbent District 1 supervisor A. Joseph Self Sr. of Callao
will seek re-election.
Incumbent District 4 supervisor Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin
of Wicomico Church will seek re-election.
Incumbent District 5 supervisor Ronald L. “Ronnie” Jett of
Reedville will seek re-election.
Incumbent District 1 school board member Susan D. Smith
of Lottsburg will seek re-election.
Incumbent District 4 school board member Lee G. Scripture
Jr. of Wicomico Church will seek re-election. Betty B. Christopher of Wicomico Church also has announced her intention to
seek this seat.
Incumbent District 5 school board member Tamara Hall of
Reedville will seek re-election.

Other elections
Among other polling on November 8, voters in Lancaster and
Northumberland will elect a District 99 state delegate, a District
4 state senator, and two members from each county to serve on
the Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District.

NEWS BREAK
■ Absentee voting
August 16 is the last day
an absentee ballot can be
mailed for the August 23
Republican Primary. August
20 is the last day a qualiﬁed
applicant can vote by absentee ballot in person at the
Voter Registration Ofﬁce in
the locality where they are
registered to vote.
In addition to regular ofﬁce
hours, the Voter Registration
ofﬁces at 8694 Mary Ball
Road in Lancaster and at 72
Monument Place in Heathsville will be open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. August 20.

■ Voter registration
For those not already registered to vote, the deadline
to register for the November
8 General Election is August
17. Persons may register at
the Voter Registration Ofﬁce
(Ofﬁce of the General Registrar), or designated State
Voter Registration Agency.
Those who registered to
vote other than at the local
Ofﬁce of the General Registrar and have not received
a voter registration card,

should contact the voter registrar. In Lancaster County,
call 462-5277. In Northumberland County, call
580-4655.

■ Republican Primary
A Republican Primary
will be held August 23 to
nominate a Republican party
candidate for House of Delegates in District 99. Candidates seeking the nomination are Margaret Ransone
of Kinsale, Dean Sumner of
Heathsville and John Lampmann of Port Royal.
Polls will be open from
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. All registered voters may participate
regardless of party afﬁliation. Virginia is an open primary state which means that
any qualiﬁed voter can vote
in either party’s primary
election.
However, voters may only
participate in one political party’s primary on the
same election day. Voting in
a party’s primary does not
hinder the voter’s choices in
future elections (primary or
general).

Citizens join quest
continued from page A1

meeting,” said Hudson. “It
encourages us.”
Hudson also told the citizens to feel free to voice
their opinions because that
only “helps us to serve you
better.”
Council will continue its
discussion on the 2011-12
budget at a special meeting
August 25 at 6:30 p.m.
In other business, council
voted unanimously, 5-0, to
allow the White Stone Business Association to use town
property for its Octoberfest
fall festival October 22. The
business association will
hold the celebration from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Council also voted unanimously, 5-0, to direct the
mayor and Frere, with consultation from the town attorney, to investigate a pump

and haul request by a new
business owner. Mike Robertson, who plans to open
a restaurant in the former
White Stone Wine and
Cheese building, made the
request, which would allow
Robertson to pump and haul
sewage if his on-site system
fails.
According to Hudson, the
agreement is required by the
Department of Health for restaurants to continue to operate in the event their systems
fail. Frere said there would
be no ﬁnancial responsibility
on the town’s part.

WHY
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Deputy Santa makes an August delivery
S

anta came early this
year for a young man
whose bicycle was damaged in an accident.
Recently it came to
the attention of members
of the Lancaster County
Sheriff ’s Ofﬁce a special
needs young man, Larry,
received damage to his
bicycle that caused it to
become unusable, reported
communications supervisor Ashley C. O’Bier.
“Larry was not injured
in the accident, but he
seemed heartbroken that
he no longer had his
bicycle,” said O’Bier.
“Larry could be seen for
hours riding around Beth
Page Campground near
Urbanna.”
Without hesitation Lancaster Deputies with the
help of Deputy Santa pur-

chased Larry a new bicycle, she said. This time,
safety devices were added
such as a horn, lights and
a mirror.
“This is why the Deputy
Santa Project was put
into place several years
ago. My deputies run
up on situations from
time to time that touch
their hearts,” said Sheriff
Ronnie Crockett. “It is
a great feeling to watch
the smile from someone’s
face, especially when they
receive a gift from someone who normally shows
up when there is some
type of problem.”
The Deputy Santa Project funds are received
from the golf tournament
hosted by the Lancaster
From left are Ashley O’Bier, Lt. Tim Self, Larry Ryan,
County Sheriff ’s Ofﬁce
Deputy Brian O’Bier and Lt. David Hudson.
each year.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie
Crockett this week reported charges against
12 individuals.

Felonies
Eric L. George, 29, of Fox Den Road was
charged August 4 with grand larceny, and larceny third or subsequent offense.
Elton T. Cockrell, 29, of Christ Church Road
was charged August 5 on a Northumberland
warrant with eluding police.
Jason T. Spence, 26, of Jeffery Avenue was
charged August 5 on a Fredericksburg warrant
with possession of controlled substances.
Victoria S. Mieras, 20, of Prince Street was
charged August 6 with two counts of possession of controlled substances (one felony, one
misdemeanor) subsequent to her reporting to
jail for weekend conﬁnement.

Misdemeanors
A Sullavans Road woman, 28, was charged
August 1 on a Northumberland warrant with
failing to have an adopted animal sterilized.
A Peach Tree Lane man, 28, was charged on
a Northumberland warrant with two counts of
failing to have an adopted animal sterilized.
A Taylors Creek Road man, 20, was charged
August 3 on three counts of trespassing.
A Wilson Lane man, 47, was charged
August 4 with public drunkenness.
A Light Street man, 32, was charged August
5 with failure to appear in court.
An Old Tipers Road man, 27, was charged
August 5 with driving suspended.
An Edinburg man, 19, was charged August
6 with public drunkenness.
A Dodson Lane woman, 35, was charged
August 9 with contempt of court.

Activity Report
August 1: Staff responded to a request for
information about a civil matter from a Weems
area resident and checked on the well-being of
a Johns Neck Road resident at the request of
a concerned citizen (no emergency services
needed).
August 2: Staff responded to a commercial
burglary on Fairweather Lane (no damages and
no losses reported), to a domestic disturbance
(mother/adult son) on Regina Road, and with
Virginia State Police (VSP), Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and Richmond County
authorities to a medical emergency involving
a man who fell down a 20-foot embankment at
Chinns Mill (med-evac involved; trafﬁc at the
scene was shut down for approximately one
hour during the rescue). Staff also responded
to an unknown problem call on James B. Jones
Mem. Highway and received a larceny report
from Lawson Bay Road (opal and diamond
ring, diamond necklace, aquamarine ring, gold
chain, amethyst and gold necklace, rhinestone
necklace; $3,900 loss).
August 3: Staff responded to a domestic
disturbance (grandmother/adult grandson) on
Regina Road, to a domestic disturbance (subjects have a child in common) on Clover Lane,
to a domestic disturbance (grandparents/grandson) on Newtown Road, with VSP to a singlevehicle trafﬁc crash on Windmill Point Road,
to a disoriented person incident on Windmill
Point Road (subject’s family was contacted),
with VSP and Richmond County authorities to the area of Chinns Mill on a motorist’s
complaint of an intoxicated passenger causing problems in the vehicle, and checked on
the well-being of a River Road resident at the
request of a concerned citizen (no emergency
services needed).
August 4: Staff responded to a domestic
disturbance (adult siblings) on Wilson Lane, to
a verbal dispute involving a trespass on Waters
Bluff Circle and to a suspicious person possibly armed with a handgun on Johns Neck
Road, and received a destruction of property
report from the 2100 block of Morattico Road
(mailbox and newspaper boxes; $85 loss);
August 5: Staff checked on the well-being
of a Keep Safe program participant after
prearranged telephone contact could not be
made (no emergency services needed) and
on the well-being of an East Highview Drive
resident at the request of a concerned outof-state family member (no emergency services needed). Staff received a larceny report
from the 3200 block of Crawfords Corner
Road (antenna; $100 loss) and a trespass and
destruction of property complaint from a Riverside Drive resident. Staff responded to an
assault by threat complaint on Regina Road,
responded with VSP to a two-vehicle trafﬁc
crash near Lancaster, to Windmill Point Road
to investigate possible arson caused by teenagers throwing ﬁrecrackers from a vehicle and to
a possible prowler complaint in the 2700 block
of Merry Point Road.
August 6: Staff attempted to intercept a
vehicle described as being involved in a hitand-run trafﬁc crash in Kilmarnock. Staff

responded to a complaint of settlement water
being pumped onto private property, to a curse
and abuse complaint on Chesapeake Drive, to a
shots ﬁred complaint in the 1600 block of Corrotoman Drive (subjects target shooting), and
with assistance from the Kilmarnock Police
Department (KPD) and VSP to a ﬁght call at
KCs Crabs & Cues on Jesse Dupont Highway.
Staff received a burglary and larceny report
from a storage unit on Commerce Drive (.22
riﬂe, S&W revolver, Marlin .22 riﬂe, 2 KelTec .380 pistols, S&W .38 revolver, Mossberg
590 12-gauge shotgun, Montgomery Ward
.410 shotgun, Manhurin MR73 .357 magnum
revolver, Winchester 12 16-gauge shotgun,
Winchester 16 16-gauge shotgun, Berretta
12-gauge shotgun, S&W .38 revolver, AR-15
.223 riﬂe with Tasco scope, AR-10 .308 riﬂe
with Loophole scope, Breitling emergency
GPS locater; $21,200 loss).
August 7: Staff responded with EMS to
Mosquito Point Road for a possible overdose
causing a patient to be combative and to the
1800 block of Windmill Point Road on a possible larceny (landlord-tenant civil matter).
Staff checked on the well-being of a Keep Safe
program participant when prearranged telephone contact could not be made (no emergency services needed) and on the well-being
of a Lancaster area resident at the request of
a concerned citizen (no emergency services
needed).
August 8: Staff attempted to locate stolen
property at a Kilmarnock area address based
on a request from Stafford County authorities,
received a trespass complaint from a Corbin
Lewis Estates property owner and received a
complaint involving an eviction action.
August 9: Staff responded to a two-vehicle trafﬁc crash at Irvington and Old Salem
roads.
The sheriff’s staff also conducted 15 trafﬁc stops during the week, issued four summonses, assisted four motorists, reported one
deer strike, handled four calls for trafﬁc control, investigated ﬁve building alarms, processed one mental health order, logged one
inmate transport and responded to three calls
for animal control assistance.

CRIME
SOLVERS
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers seeks information
about a break-in that took
place at 70 Commerce Drive
in White Stone.
The incident was reported
August 6. A storage unit was
broken into and guns were
taken including a .22 riﬂe,
S&W revolver, Marlin .22
riﬂe, two Kel-Tec .380 pistols,
S&W .38 revolver, Mossberg 590 12-gauge shotgun,
Montgomery Ward .410
shotgun, Manhurin MR73
.357 magnum revolver, Winchester 12 16-gauge shotgun, Winchester 16 16-gauge
shotgun, Berretta 12-gauge
shotgun, S&W .38 revolver,
AR-15 .223 riﬂe with Tasco
scope, AR-10 .308 riﬂe with
Loophole scope, and a Breitling emergency GPS locater.
$21,200 loss
To report information on
the whereabouts of these
weapons, or the persons who
entered the storage unit, call
Lancaster County Crime Solvers at 462-7463.
Your call is not recorded;
you will not have to appear
in court. If your information
is useful to law enforcement,
you could receive a reward up
to $1,000.
Lancaster County Crime
Solvers has rewards for the
following callers: # 1299 and
#1300. Call 462-7463.
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

cruise special

Feb. 3-13, 2012
YES IT’S HOT TODAY BUT
GET READY FOR WINTER!
This fun filled 10 day
cruise in the blue
Caribbean on the Noordam
from Ft. Lauderdale will
be a great
winter get-a-way.
Prices start at $1200
with port calls at Turks
& Caicos, Curacao,
Bonaire, Aruba & more.

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

SUMMER
BLOWOUT SALE

Up to 70% Off
Select Furniture Only
Hurry Sale Ends Soon !
4UES 3AT n   s 3UN n  

La Casa Furniture
804-769-9910
7283 Richmond - Tappahannock Hwy.
Aylett, VA 23009
LaCasaFurnitureInc@yahoo.com

Fire calls
The Kimarnock Volunteer Fire Department
responded to a brush ﬁre on Mt. Olive Road,
a trafﬁc crash on South Main Street, a brush
ﬁre on James B. Jones Memorial Highway and
assisted the Upper Lancaster VFD, EMS and
Richmond County authorities with rescue and
establishing a med-evac zone related to the
rescue of a man at Chinns Mill.
The Upper Lancaster VFD also responded
to a trafﬁc crash in Lancaster.
The White Stone VFD responded to a grease
ﬁre on Windjammer Lane, a trafﬁc crash on
Windmill Point Road, to assist EMS with a
patient lift on Shelton Drive, to a ﬁre alarm on
Lancaster Drive and to separate brush ﬁres on
Windmill Point Road and Cardinal Lane.
Northumberland
County
Sheriff Charles A. Wilkins this week reported
charges against 12 individuals.

Felonies
Rebecca Ann Jones, 32, of Colonial Beach
was charged August 4 with writing two or
more bad checks within 90 days which have an
aggregate represented value of $200 or more
to a Callao area business.
Roxann Sheets, 50, of Callao was charged
August 7 with malicious bodily injury, assault
and battery of an ofﬁcer as well as a misdemeanor count of obstruction of justice.

Misdemeanors
A Warsaw woman was charged July 26 with
writing a bad check for $41.30 to a Callao area
business.
A Weems man, 28, was charged July 29
with failure to have an adopted pet sterilized.
A Heathsville woman, 29, was charged July
31 with failure to have an adopted pet sterilized.
A Farnham woman, 28, was charged July 31
with writing bad checks for $44.66 and $39.76
to a Callao area business.
A Heathsville woman, 32, was charged July
31 with assault and battery and brandishing a
ﬁrearm.
A Weems man, 24, was charged August 1
with a General District Court probation violation.
A Reedville man, 56, was charged August 1
with appearing intoxicated in public.
A White Stone woman, 34, was charged
August 1 with failure to have an adopted pet
sterilized.
A Lancaster woman, 28, was charged
August 1 with failure to have an adopted pet
sterilized.
A Callao man, 43, was charged August 7
with assault and battery of a family member.
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Virginia tribal recognition bill clears Senate committee
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs recently
approved the “Indian Tribes of Virginia
Federal Recognition Act of 2011” (S.
379) cosponsored by Senator Mark
Warner and Senator Jim Webb.
The act grants federal recognition to
six Indian tribes of Virginia. The committee markup completes the ﬁnal step
needed before a full Senate vote on the
legislation.
“I have supported federal recognition of Virginia’s Native American
tribes since I had the honor of serving
as governor,” said Sen. Warner. “Their
contribution to Virginia and American
history is clear, and I look forward to
continuing to work with Senator Webb

for Senate passage of this federal recognition.”
“After meeting with leaders of
Virginia’s Indian tribes and years of
thorough investigation of the facts, I
strongly believe that recognition for
these six Virginia tribes is justiﬁed
based on principles of dignity and
fairness,” said Sen. Webb. “We must
honor the heritage of our Virginia
tribes, a heritage aggravated in the past
by racial hostility and state-sanctioned
actions that greatly diminished their
cultural identity.”
Federal recognition would qualify
the six Virginia tribes for certain beneﬁts provided through the Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA) and other federal

agencies. The U.S. House of Representatives passed a version of the act in the
110th and 111th Congresses.
The six tribes received state recognition as early as 1983 and have received
strong bipartisan support from the Virginia General Assembly for federal recognition. Seven former Virginia governors and current Gov. Bob McDonnell
support federal recognition.
The Virginia tribes affected by the
Federal Recognition Act are the Chickahominy Tribe, the Chickahominy
Indian Tribe–Eastern Division, the
Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappahannock Tribe Inc., the Monacan Indian
Nation and the Nansemond Indian
Tribe

Judge dismisses
attempt to revoke
Witherspoon’s
suspended sentence
by Audrey Thomasson

Hanging like a large bat, this osprey was
rescued from certain death.

Osprey rescue
W

hile working on a deck at the home of
Stuart and Joy Kramer on Indian Creek,
Tom Light and Bill Rosalia noticed a large bird
hanging upside down on a 20-foot high weather
vane the Kramers have in their yard.
On further inspection they discovered an
adult osprey that had gotten his foot caught in
one of the wings of the weather vane. Unable to
get loose, the bird had given up and was hanging upside down awaiting an uncertain fate
when discovered.
After the two men released the bird, it crawled
to the rip rap unable to ﬂy, said Kramer.
The Kramers called Kilmarnock Animal
Hospital and were put in touch with Nancy
Johnston who has experience in wildlife
rescue. With the help of the Kramers in a
canoe and Johnson with a net, they captured
the bird.
He should be okay after his talon heals, said
Kramer. The hope is he can be released close to
his nearby nest where mom and two young ones
are waiting.

The Agenda
Local Government News
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. today (August 11) at the
courts building in Heathsville.
At 5:45 p.m. the board will hold a closed meeting to discuss a personnel matter.
Public hearings to begin at 7 p.m. will address:
s !N AMENDMENT TO THE COUNTY CODE TO ALLOW THE USE OF
golf carts in the Cordrey’s Beach and Marshall’s Beach
areas;
s ! REQUEST FROM &RANCES 3 0ACKETT TO OPERATE A GAME
arcade and pool room in the newly completed laundromat
in Callao.
Carry-over items include a request from Lewis W.
McGraw Jr. to permanently place a container unit for storage at 914 Sunnybank Road near Reedville and reconsideration of a request from Rebecca Worley to allow an addition within the 50-foot resource protection area at 1476
Shore Lane in Northumberland Shores Subdivision.
IRVINGTON—The town council will meet at 7:30
p.m. tonight (August 11) in the town hall.
Reports are due on the ongoing cleanup at Irvington
Marina, the town’s emergency/disaster training plan and
the intallation of signs designating Irvington as a golf cart
town.
Also under consideration are requests to install bathroom
facilities at the vineyard, crosswalk signage, a Chesapeake
Academy rafﬂe and a fall festival on the commons by the
Northern Neck Montessori School.
KILMARNOCK—The town council will meet at 7
p.m. Monday, August 15, at the town hall on North Main
Street.
Council is expected to select from candidates to ﬁll a
vacancy on the planning commission. Town manager Tom
Saunders will report on the Mary Ball Road Community
Block Grant and other projects around town.
LANCASTER—The planning commission will
conduct a public hearing Thursday, August 18, on a proposed zoning ordinance amendment regarding commercial
slaughterhouses. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the
board room at the courthouse.
The request from Neil and Robin Payne would add language to the general agriculture district to permit an abattoir (slaughterhouse) by special exception.

NEWS BREAK
■ Community help
A checking account fund has been set up to collect donations for the Robinson family of Browns Store whose home
was recently destroyed by ﬁre.
Donations may be made to Robinson Fire Fund, c/o Barbara A. Sutton, DEPOSITORY FUND, P.O. Box 1419, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, account number 64391039.

LANCASTER—A move
by Lancaster Commonwealth’s Attorney C. Jeffers
Schmidt to revoke a 5-year
suspended sentence against
Korey Witherspoon was dismissed Monday in Lancaster
Circuit Court.
The prosecutor argued
before Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III that the suspended
sentence was handed down
because Witherspoon had no
prior convictions. However,
between his conviction on
buying, receiving or aiding
in concealing stolen goods
in October 2010, and sentencing on those charges in
January 2011, Witherspoon
shot and killed Shayna Harding, he added. The shooting
took place in November 2010
and he pled guilty in May
2011. Judge Taliaferro sen-

tenced him to 17 years for the
murder.
“The court has the right to The sun sets over the Rappahannock River. Photo by Lisa
revoke the suspended sen- Hinton-Valdrighi
tence...for any reason,” said
Schmidt, in arguing for the
additional time. “He no longer
is to be presumed innocent.”
With
However, Witherspoon’s
defense attorney, Patrick
O’Brian, cited a case before
the Virginia Court of Appeals
which ruled “you cannot retDeparting
roactively revoke sentencing
Horn
Harbor
&
Crazy
Crab Restaurants
on behavior prior to sentencing” on another offense.
Judge Taliaferro said he
agreed with the authority of
the court’s ruling and dis(Saturday August 13, 2011)
missed the “show cause in
this case. However, it does not
Cruise 2 hrs. (round trip)
mean the suspension will not
be revoked” should WitherALL NIGHT TICKET $15 adults $10 children
spoon not serve out his senSATURDAY SCHEDULE
tence for murder “peacefully
Starting
at Crazy Crab
4:00 PM
and with good behavior,” he
said.
Departing
Horn Harbor
5:00 PM

All is calm
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Coming This Weekend

Locust Hill man indicted
for first-degree murder
SALUDA—On July 18,
a Middlesex County Circuit
Court grand jury indicted
George Henry Roye of
Locust Hill for the May 16
ﬁrst-degree murder of his
son-in-law, Charles Purnell
Scott Sr.
Roye, 80, also was indicted
for possession of a ﬁrearm
after having been convicted
of a violent felony, and use
of a ﬁrearm in the commission of murder. Roye’s trial
has been set for October
19. He is represented by
attorney James Breeden of
Irvington.
A search warrant ﬁled on
May 18 in Middlesex Circuit Court states that Scott,
55, died from an “apparent
single gunshot wound to the
back of the head.”
The alleged murder took
place at Scott’s residence on
Silver Ridge Road in Locust
Hill.

Red Cross
lifeguards
rescue seven
children
TA P PA H A N N O C K —
Three Red Cross lifeguards
saved seven lives on July 25,
according to Coastal Virginia
Region Red Cross volunteer
coordinator Jane Bishop.
Etha and Sylvaleta Brummett of Tappahannock, were
visiting their sister, Stella
Zaﬁu in Tennessee, when
they observed a group of
children from a church day
camp go into the water unsupervised, said Bishop.
Several of the children
ended up in water over their
heads and were unable to
swim to safety, she said.
Through quick, decisive
action, the sisters were able
to pull all of the children
from the water. One of the
children had become unconscious, and with their Red
Cross training, they were
able to revive the child.
“Once again we are
reminded the importance
of water safety training
which is offered through the
American Red Cross.” said
Bishop.
Training that is offered
includes swim lessons, lifeguarding, CPR, water safety,
First Aid and AED (Deﬁbrillator). For a class schedule
and fees, call 435-7669.

Roye was arrested at the
scene within 10 minutes of
the 911 call. Roye is being
held without bond at the
Middle Peninsula Regional
Security Center in Saluda.
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Support
Lampmann
I support John Lampmann
for delegate in the August
23 Republican Primary.
I have known John for
about 25 years and we have
been involved in several
projects that go beyond a
normal friendship. In these
endeavors he has demonstrated common sense, good
judgment and outstanding
character.
John has a great deal of
political experience and a
keen understanding of politics and politicians. He will
use these talents to represent
the 99th District and all of its
constituents in Richmond.
He will be our delegate ﬁrst
and a Republican Party delegate second.
There is one other very
important issue, I am ‘Pro
Life.’ I have never voted
for or supported a candidate
who is not ‘Pro Life’ and I
never will. There is nothing more important than the
sanctity of life. John Lampann is ‘Pro Life.’ It is in
his character.
I urge all of the residents
in the 99th District to vote
for John Lampmann in the
primary and the subsequent
general election.
When John represents
us in Richmond, look for
him to form a coalition of
rural delegates to ensure our
interests are not relegated to
the back of the bus.

by Robert Mason Jr.
Waiting on my ship to
come in, I’m on the last leg of
nautical-related cliches found
in The Dictionary of Cliches
by James Rogers.
Picking up where we left
off, my boating friends Dave
and Jeremy have yet to get
their projects overboard.
While waiting for them, let’s
continue with the cliches:
s h2ATS ABANDON A SINKING
ship” - A failing enterprise. In
days of yore, rats seen leaving
a ship before it left the docks
was a sure sign the voyage
would be doomed.
s h2ISING TIDEv ! STRONG
trend. Ned has now joined
this rising tide of refurbishing
boats for fun or proﬁt.
s h$ONT ROCK THE BOATv
- Don’t disrupt a stable situation.
s h2UN THE GAUNTLETv 'O
through a series of tests. It
started in the military as punishment in which a soldier or
seaman had to run through
two parallel rows of men with
sticks or knotted cords.
s h3HIP OF STATEv 4HE
nation,
s h3HIPS THAT PASS IN THE
night”- Casual acquaintances.
s h3INK OR SWIMv 4O SUCceed or fail by one’s own
effort.
s h3ITTING DUCKv !N EASY
target.
s h3LIPPERY AS AN EELv %LUsive.
s h3MELLS lSHYv 3OMEwhat suspect.
s h3TAND THE GAFF v 4O HOLD
up under pressure.
s h3TEM THE TIDEv 4O DIVERT
a trend.
s h3TILL WATERS RUN DEEPv
- By appearances, the shallow water in a river runs fast
while the deeper water seems
calmer.
s h3WEPT OFF HIS FEETv
Overwhelmed, as in a wave
upending someone wading
along the shoreline.
s h4AKE THE WIND OUT OF HIS
sails” - Cramp one’s style.
s h4HREE SHEETS TO THE
wind” - Drunk. Picture a
sailing vessel with multiple
sheets in the wind. For non
sailors, a sheet is a rope that
controls a sail. A slack rope
“is in the wind.”
s h4IE THE KNOTv 4O GET
married.
s h4RIM ONES SAILSv 4O
adapt, or modify one’s position. To trim the sails on a
boat is to adjust them to get
the maximum out of the
wind.
s h7ALK THE PLANKv 4O
meet one’s doom. It was a
popular form of execution
among pirates to place a
plank from the deck over the
side and force the accused to
walk it.
s h7ATER UNDER THE BRIDGEv
- What’s done is done.
s h7HEN MY SHIP COMES
in” - When I get rich, or
achieve success...or when
Dave and Jeremy and
Ned get it all together.
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This scarlet hibiscus, which is normally found from southern Georgia through
Alabama and central Florida, popped up at a farm on Fleets Bay Road. The plant
stands about four feet tall and its blooms are about eight inches across. Could it
have something to do with global warming?

Photo by Anita Lee
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the August 11, 1911, County, is visiting his son, F. G. Lankissue of the Virginia Citizen)
ford.
Big Catch of Mackerel
Mrs. Della Thrift of Baltimore, has been
Capt. L. A. Sanders, of lower Lancaster spending some time with her mother, Mrs.
County, took 20 bushels of mackerel from Robert Cauthorn.
one pound net last Monday morning. He
Mrs. A. L. Thomas and daughter, Miss
says this is the largest catch of mackerel Katie Floyd, of Baltimore, are visiting
he has ever made, and is possibly the larg- friends at this place.
est ever made on the bay.
E. E. Rogers and friend, T. A. Harper, of
Some Weddings
Norfolk, spent Wednesday with J. Frank
Capt. Rufus Milligan, of Crisﬁeld, Md., Harper at Ottoman.
well-known along the Rappahannock, was
Miss Almira Driscoll, of Baltimore, is
married Monday in Norfolk to Miss Rose the guest of Miss Bertha Hyson.
Appleton, of Wisconsin.
Mrs. Endora Sparrow is spending some
Ignatius Swift and Miss Willie Hughes, time with Mrs. Littleton Thrift.
both of Lewisetta, Northumberland Lancaster Courthouse
County, were married by Rev. Routten,
Rev. L. R. Combs and family left
at the home of the bride at Lewisetta last recently to enjoy a month’s outing with
week.
relatives at Widewater, Stafford County.
Phillip A. Nash and Miss Ida G. Bowen,
Miss Alice Chilton returned last week
both of Richmond County, in Fredericks- from a visit to friends in Norfolk and
burg Tuesday, were married at the resi- Portsmouth and is entertaining as her
dence of Rev. Thomas B. Dunaway. They guests Misses Genavie Gresham and
left by steamer that day for their home.
Laura Hudgins, of Norfolk and PortsMiss Ruth Constance McAloney, mouth, respectively.
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John McAloJ. H. Davenport had about 25 or 30
ney, of Fairport, and Prof. W. W. Barn- nice sheep killed by dogs during the past
hart, were married Tuesday of this week week.
at Bethany Methodist Church, Reedville.
Vernon Gresham, of Norfolk, is on a
Mrs. Barnhart is an accomplished young visit to the home of his grandparents, at
lady. Barnhart is the principal at Reed- Plain View.
ville High School.
Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunWhealton (Morattico)
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum
William Lankford, of Northampton and Library.

Jack Jennings,
Mollusk

Ransone is guided
by principles, faith
The
Northern
Neck
deserves to have a delegate
who loves and understands
its culture and understands
how to effectively stand up
for it in Richmond. I believe
this candidate is Margaret
Ransone.
Margaret has proven her
love for the Northern Neck.
Nine years ago, when I was
a fourth-grade student, Margaret acted as my classe’s
“sponsor for success.” She
spent hours sharing knowledge about the oyster industry with students.
She also taught us what it
means to be a good citizen,
with virtues such as respect,
and personal responsibility.
These characteristics are my
foundation for being a successful member of society
who contributes to her community. Margaret continues
to volunteer at the elementary school, because the
future of her community is
just that important to her.
Margaret knows the concerns of citizens in the 99th
District, because she has
lived them. She is in touch
with the culture of the
Northern Neck, knows how
to manage a business, and
has the experience needed
to legislate in Richmond.
This is a combination that
none of her opponents possess.

Also, unlike her opponents
Margaret reﬂects the hospitable views of the people
of the Northern Neck in that
she is the only candidate to
run a positive campaign. She
realizes that slinging mud at
others is immature. Instead,
she is focused on the issues
that actually matter to our
community businesses and
families.
If Margaret is elected to
ofﬁce, her principles and
faith will guide her decision-making more than
anything, or anyone else.
From my experience being
raised in a strong conservative Republican household, I
am convinced that Margaret
truly believes in the same
Republican values that I do.
However, I also believe
that Margaret’s likability
easily transcends party lines
to draw positive interest
from all voters. It is clear
that she loves her community, and would provide
a much needed positive
example of a strong female
to young women across the
99th District.
Shannon Carpenter,
Hague

Nominate Dean
I endorse Dean Sumner
for delegate.
I know Dean to be a hardworking, straight-forward,
fellow businessman who
knows and understands the
issues facing us all in the
Northern Neck.
Dean is the owner and
developer of Quinton Oaks
Golf Course in Callao,
one of the few successful
golf courses in our region.
While other courses in the
region are in foreclosure or
owned by other large corporations, Quinton Oaks has
been operating successfully
for over 20 years due to
Dean’s hard work, business
savvy and budgetary expertise which will serve us well
as our delegate.
Even more important,
Dean has served as an
elected ofﬁcial on the Northumberland school board.
When Dean ﬁrst began serving the county, our schools’
student test scores were
in the bottom third in the
Commonwealth. With his
input, the board made many
tough budget and directional decisions and we now
have a new, state-of-the-art
high/middle school campus
and our students now rank
in the top third. Educating
our youth may be one of
the most important issues
we face for the future of our
country.
I applaud the other candidates for their efforts. Mr
Lampman has served our
nation well as a D.C. insider.
He understands the problems of big government .
Mrs. Ransome has done a
tremendous job representing the watermen and oyster
industry and will continue
to do so, since her family
DEAN, continued on page A6

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull
TIMBER POINT, BIDDEFORD POOL,
ME.—Again this year we are spending our
family vacation with my good wife’s relations here on the coast of Maine. I was tired
of the heat in the Old Dominion, and in
protest thereof I refused to bring any longsleeved shirts or sweaters. I wish I had
taken a less precipitous approach. Nature
is very green up here this summer, and the
rain has been sufﬁcient to produce bumper
garden crops and wonderful ﬂowers.
We have been taking long walks, which
in my opinion justify the bounteous family
dinners that 20-odd of us share each evening. On the jaunts I have been comparing the wetlands restoration projects here
with those we have been undertaking in
the Chesapeake.
The Rachel Carson National Wildlife
Refuge has acquired large tracts of lands
bordering on the Atlantic’s tributaries, and
has been attempting to undo the man-made
disturbances of the early 20th century. We
stop at lookout points to watch the herons
and other birds foraging for ﬁsh, and
behold the native marsh grasses making
their comeback. The refuge began too late
to be a massive block, and as it presently
exists in pieces juxtaposed against modern
housing, it demonstrates that wildlife and
mankind can cohabit in a small geographical area.
Across from the large preserve here

As we do each year, one
afternoon we went to lunch
at Fisherman’s Catch at
Wells, the closest place I
ever have seen to being an
old-fashioned Northern
Neck crab shore such as the
ones with which I grew up
at Colonial Beach.
at Timber Point lies Goose Rocks Beach
where the houses are lined in a row, but
the inlet between the two is ﬁlled with ﬁsh,
clams and other forms of aquatic life. As
we do each year, one afternoon we went
to lunch at Fisherman’s Catch at Wells, the
closest place I ever have seen to being an
old-fashioned Northern Neck crab shore
such as the ones with which I grew up at
Colonial Beach.
There one can dine at simple tables and
benches with paper towels for napkins,
and a lobster tank reminiscent of its soft
crab cousins’ temporary homes in our
area. The lobster catch is lighter this year.
Phil Bozenhart, the “second-career” lob-

sterman about whom I wrote last summer,
told me that his catch is 200 below last
season’s. Lobstering comes naturally for
Phil as he spent his ﬁrst career as a marine
biologist.
Last Saturday we drove up to Bailey’s
Island about an hour beyond Portland,
and down from Maine’s neoclassical gem,
Bath. When one reaches the more rocky
coastline, similarities with the Chesapeake
Bay cease. Pier and boathouse construction is circumscribed by the difﬁculty in
driving pilings, thus leaving the shoreline
much as Mother Nature created it.
In Bath, once a thriving whaling center,
we saw the Bath Iron Works, where 19thcentury whaling ships were constructed.
Today the plant manufactures modern
naval ships with up-to-the-moment, stateof-the-art technology. The great streets
of Bath lined with magniﬁcent mansions
dating from the whaling era are impressive and alluring, until one thinks about
the winter snow, which subject lessens the
prospect of their livability, at least for me.
Back here at the Point, we have been
making nearly daily treks into Biddeford.
As a once-important mill town, with its
sister city of Saco, it presently seems to
be a sleeping tourist giant. The Victorian
houses and apartments have gargantuan
granite foundations, each stone of which
has its unique cut to mesh with its neigh-

bors. The causeway here to Timber Point,
which elliptically hugs the shoreline of
Curtiss Cove, is rip-rapped with large
foundation stones from some of Biddeford’s gems that did not survive “modernization.”
Many of the houses, indeed most, have
been covered with aluminum and vinyl
siding, protecting them for future restoration, with untold numbers of cupolas, oriel
windows, Italianate entries, and enormous
chimneys, awaiting the city’s “discovery”
as one of America’s pre-eminent tourist
attractions. As for Biddeford, the word of
the future is “gentriﬁcation,” which surely
must be right around the corner.
The “conditio sine qua non” of any visit
to Timber Pont is a hike circumnavigating
the perimeter of Timber Island, a pristine
oasis of natural beauty off the Point out in
the Atlantic, with Goose Rocks, Fortune’s
Rocks and Curtiss Cove far in the background. To maximize the experience one
must hike counter-clockwise so that the
Point rises up majestically as one makes
the ﬁnal turn. There, sitting by the rocks
overlooking the ocean as it has done for 80
years, one sees the great house designed
by Charles Ewing, one of modern America’s most profound architects.
I am a Virginian at heart, but each year I
enjoy being a Down Easter for a brief visit,
in the summertime, of course.
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Dean
continued from page A5

owns and operates the largest oyster company in the
region.
While Dean was not
“born here” like many of us,
he chose to “come here” and
raise his family, open a business, and create jobs. He has
worked hard to help improve
life here in Northumberland
County and will do the same
for the rest of the district if
elected.
He does not have the
ﬁnancial “arsenal” to allow
him to send out multiple
and very expensive mailings touting why he shoud
be elected. He is in attendance at every event he possibly can be to shake hands
and discuss how he can best
address the issues facing the
future of the Northern Neck
and Virginia.
David Fine,
Lottsburg

Lampmann
stands out
I’ve heard a few remarks
about how a candidate not
born here cannot win in the
99th District.
Isn’t that like cutting off
our nose to spite our face?
Why should where one is
born be a qualiﬁer or disqualiﬁer of an individual
for ofﬁce here? Shouldn’t
we be exploring the qualiﬁcations of life and work
experiences, honesty and
integrity of an individual
to determine if those qualities will best match what we
need in the way of representation?
I am a “come-here” and
have as much love and admiration for the Northern Neck
as anyone born here. I am as
concerned about the issues
facing this area as anyone
and want an individual who
has the same feelings for the
Northern Neck as I to represent me in Richmond.
I have heard all the candidates speak for this ofﬁce
many times over the last
six months. I’ve researched
their backgrounds and their
qualiﬁcations. I’ve reached
the conclusion that they are
all ﬁne people I’ve come to
like and admire.
One stands out, however,
whose life’s work and experiences have qualiﬁed him
above and beyond the level
of the other two candidates.
That man is John Lampmann.
I admire his intense
energy, integrity and earnest
desire to serve the people
of the Northern Neck. He
will do so with distinction
and without the binding ties
of moneyed interests from
urban areas or from the
leadership in Richmond.
I urge you to do what I
did, research your candidates, listen to what they
have to say and choose the
very experienced candidate
to represent us.
Ray Dabney,
Lottsburg

Vote for Keyser
The electoral contest for
Northumberland
County
Sheriff is very important.
I have met both candidates
socially. As a senior citizen living alone, my contact
with the sheriff’s ofﬁce is as
rare as their drive-by.
Previously, Sheriff Middleton positively impacted
the entire community as
well as the Sheriff’s department. There was greater visibility in this neighborhood.
I understand that during his
tenure, our Sheriff’s ofﬁce
was looked up to as a model
of efﬁciency and cuttingedge competence, thanks to
his leadership and management skill, which also promoted staff morale.
Things have changed.
We need to regain what
we have lost. Moreover,
we are currently standing
still in the face of progress
which means we’re actually
regressing.
Our Sheriff’s Department
needs a website. Northumberland County has a website. All that is needed is to
develop a page that can be
added to it. We need access
with a simple “click.”
Accreditation is imperative in order to successfully
compete in obtaining available funding to improve and
enhance current services,
not for the Sheriff’s salary
increase.
I’ve reviewed

grants for 15 years and know
this lack is an immediate
disqualiﬁer. This makes all
of us losers.
Northumberland’s
past
forensics work prompted
other localities to consult
with our Sheriff’s department for means and methods. The relative importance
of this has been downgraded
and with it so has our recognition.
An updated policy and
procedures manual is imperative. It will provide day-today operations guidelines;
an organizational chart will
delineate chain of command
and eliminate “supervisor
shopping.”
Deﬁned guidelines for
courses of action in unusual,
unexpected circumstances
faced by an ofﬁcer in the
course of duty are imperative. It will protect ofﬁcers
in more ways than one. For
example, what does one
do when facing the unrestrained dog of an absent
resident? Turn to leave?
Shoot the dog?
It is alarming that the
Sheriff’s Department’s presence in our schools lacks
prominence. We face the
same problems as larger
communities; young people
should learn that not only
wrong-doing merits contact
with an ofﬁcer, but that in
times of trouble, ofﬁcers are
their friends and support.
The formation of a community or advisory or auxiliary group to support the
Sheriff’s ofﬁce would utilize
the manifold talents of the
exceptional cadre of qualiﬁed citizens including retirees from varied disciplines.
Much of the available expertise remains untapped.
It is evident that Greg
Keyser’s goals are to return
this county and its law
enforcement to being the
best it can be. The incumbent has already indicated
thoughts of retirement. This
may be the perfect time for
him to graciously turn over
the reins of Northumberland
law enforcement.
Greg Keyser has the experience to provide leadership
and management in-house,
and his men will reﬂect the
positive attitude day to day
in service to the community. Greg is local, young,
and will surely run again.
What a great incentive to
do a great job now for the
future. It stands to reason
that Keyser should get our
vote.
Monika R Smith,
Reedville

A choice for
the Marines
As a U.S. Marine in service during the Korean War
and as a charter member of
the Northern Neck Marine
Corps League’s Callao
Detachment and American
Legion Post 117 in Reedville, I believe I speak for
many of my colleagues when
I endorse Dean Sumner for
election in the August 23
Republican primary.
Dean Sumner has a vision
for the 99th District that is
broader than one issue and
the political and business
experience to realize that
vision.
In the General Assembly,
Dean will ﬁght for equitable use of property taxes
and a more realistic Composite Index to obtain fair
and increased school funding from the state for the
District’s schools. Dean
will work to increase area
jobs through more effective
deployment of state, regional
and local educational and
technological resources. He
intends to demand more
ﬁscal and work performance
accountability from state
and federal agencies, and he
will push to reduce governmental regulations, joining
Gov. McDonnell’s efforts to
reduce or eliminate federal
burdens on Virginia as a
whole. He will also support
veterans’ organizations and
veterans’ causes.
It is one thing to talk about
your plans, another to carry
them out. Dean’s public and
private life show he not only
talks the talk, he walks the
walk. A passionate Republican, Dean believes state and
federal Constitutions limit
government power over the
people.
He is a successful private business person with a
25-year history of operating

Reminder:
Partisan political
letters concerning
the August 23
Republican Primary
candidates will
not be published
next week since
there would be no
opportunity for
rebuttal prior to the
election.
businesses in the Northern
Neck, even serving as a local
board member for EVB. For
years he has given many
hours of volunteer time to
various activity boards and
the YMCA as well as serving as Northumberland
High School golf coach and
a fund-raiser for wounded
veterans’ needs.
Unlike his opponents,
Dean has a record of 10
years of elected service on
the Northumberland school
board, a position accountable to voters who’ve always
re-elected him. With his
hands-on understanding of
local government, which
neither of his opponents
possesses, Dean needs no
on-the-job training when he
goes to Richmond in January.
Dean’s personal life
reﬂects the strength of his
beliefs and embodies family
values. Married 25 years,
Dean and his wife sent their
three children to public
schools and have seen two
of them go off to college
with scholarships.
Dean and his family have
roots in the 99th District,
deep roots, which have
given them a stake in the
success of the area.
The Marines’ motto is
‘Semper Fidelis.’ Always
faithful.
This
Marine
believes Dean Sumner lives
by that motto as well. His
entire life shows it. I’m
voting Dean Sumner for
Delegate in the August 23
Republican primary. I urge
my fellow Republicans and
fellow Marines to do the
same.
Lance Marston,
Callao

Congressman
endorses
Lampmann
John Lampmann served as
my chief of staff for 18 years.
John did not seek the position; rather, I was persistent
in persuading him to take it
because I knew he was the
ideal person for the job. He
had worked in the legislative
area, had been a campaign
manager, and he had private
sector leadership experience
for a Fortune 100 company.
Most importantly, he had
absolute integrity.
Thanks to John’s saying
“yes,” I beneﬁted from his
good counsel, advice, and
judgment. And that good
judgment extended to my
ﬁve committee assignments,
including both the budget
and ethics committees, where
John served as my counsel.
One of John’s many attributes is his ability as a strategic
thinker. He is an exceptional
legislative strategist. He consistently ﬁnds ways to bring
good public policy to enactment under circumstances
that most experts, including
many of my colleagues, say
are impossible. There are
many examples.
Thanks to John, I was the
second in my freshman class
to enact legislation. And he
shepherded through a major
change in government ethics
rules during the ﬁrst Bush
Administration. With the
majority party opposed, with
Congress’s legal arm and
White House counsel saying
it could not be done, John
created an original legal basis
upon which to apply to Congress the same ethics laws
controlling the post employment activities of the Executive Branch.
He persuaded White
House counsel that the legal
basis was sound and secured
inclusion of my bill in the
president’s landmark Governmental Ethics Reform bill. I
then sponsored the bill in the
House and John managed the
provisions to ﬁnal enactment.
While still in the minority,
and with the House Appropriations Committee opposed
and the House Parliamentarians saying that procedurally it
could not be done, John created a new House procedure

to permit the amendment of
appropriations bills to cut
overhead spending. He then
persuaded the House Parliamentarian the procedure conformed to House precedents.
I used the procedure to cut
wasteful overhead spending
from Appropriations bills.
Others since have done the
same. Cuts in Federal overhead spending on the ﬂoor of
the House are now possible—
thanks to John Lampmann.
Complimenting his ability
as a strategic thinker, John’s
negotiating skills are extraordinary. At the end of a fouryear effort to pass a border
exit/entry system as a step
to securing our borders, all
involved had concluded that
a bill was not possible. John
saw an opportunity. He identiﬁed the ﬁve principles upon
which he thought agreement
was possible and asked for my
approval to proceed. I gave it
and after 90 days of aroundthe-clock negotiations, John
had an agreement among
more than 100 national and
regional interests, Canada
and Mexico. I introduced
new legislation reﬂecting
that agreement. It passed the
House and the Senate and
was signed into law by the
president in 10 days.
Recently, John shared with
me the serious economic
and social challenges confronting the citizens of rural
Virginia. He pointed out that
to lead change for rural Virginia it will be necessary to
overcome four to one urban
majorities in Virginia’s General Assembly. I am excited
about the opportunity John
is committed to creating for
rural Virginia. For 18 years,
I observed in John the character and the very legislative
leadership skills necessary
to overcome such odds and
bring about change. He is a
man of uncommon skills and
courage.
Finally, let me mention

what says so much about this
good and decent man. John
feels that the highest service
is public service. Moreover,
he feels that the highest ofﬁce
one can ever hold is that of
“citizen.”
Citizens of Virginia’s 99th
District have an extraordinary opportunity to select the
leader in the decade ahead for
rural Virginia. I could not be
more excited for them.
Rep. Lamar Smith,
San Antonio,Texas

Attend a revival
For as far back as I can
remember, August has
always been revival month
for our area churches.
I vividly remember such
an “August Meeting” in the
early 1950s that my boys
and me were in attendance
when the invitation went out
to come forward and give
your life to God.
After listening to ﬁve
nights of roof-raising sermons, hand-clapping testimonies and foot-stumping
music, it was now time to
make that decision. From
our customary seat near the
back, I watched as one-byone my boys accepted the
invitation until I was alone
in the pew. It seemed that
every eye in the church was
now ﬁxed on me as if to say
what are you waiting for.
That ﬂashback brought to
memory a story that I had
heard years ago. It seems
a churchgoer wrote a letter
to the editor of a newspaper
and complained that it made
no sense to go to church
every Sunday.
“I’ve gone for 30 years
now,” he wrote, “and in that
time I have heard something
like 3,000 sermons. But
for the life of me, I can’t
remember a single one of
them. So, I think I am wasting my time and the pastors
are wasting theirs by giving
sermons at all. He signed it,

“Missing the message.”
This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the
Editor” column, much to the
delight of the editor. It went
on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:
“I’ve been married for 30
years now. In that time,
my wife has cooked some
32,000 meals for me. But
for the life of me, I cannot
recall the entire menu for a
single one of these meals.
But I do know this: they all
nourished me and gave me
the strength I needed to do
my work. If my wife had
not given me these meals,
I would be physically dead
today. Likewise, if I had not
gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually
dead today. When you are
down to nothing….God is
up to something. Faith sees
the invisible, believes the
incredible and receives the
impossible. Thank God for
our physical and spiritual
nourishment.”
I accepted the invitation and now when Satan
is knocking at my door I
simply say, ”God, could
you get that for me?” Please
attend the revivals of your
choice this summer. You
will be glad you did.
Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems
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COUNTY OF LANCASTER, VIRGINIA
NOTICE OF
GENERAL REASSESSMENT
OF REAL ESTATE
The Lancaster County Board of Supervisors recently announced that the
county will perform a general reassessment of all real estate within the
county. The Board of Supervisors has awarded the contract to Blue Ridge
Mass Appraisal Company of Staunton, Virginia, to do the work.
During the second week of August, Appraisers will begin visiting properties
within the county. All Appraisers carry photo identification and drive
marked motor vehicles. If no adult is present when an Appraiser visits a
property, they will leave a door hanger requesting additional information
on the property. The field work is expected to be completed in the Fall of
2012. Each property owner will receive a change of assessment notice by
mail indicating the new property value of their property. Property owners
will then have the opportunity to make an appointment to meet with the
Assessors to discuss the new values and to seek an adjustment in their
properties’ new values. After January 2013, a Board of Equalization
will convene to consider further appeals based upon the equalization of
property values. The Board of Equalization is composed of Lancaster
County citizens, who are appointed by the local circuit court.
The Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, mandates that each locality
periodically perform a general reassessment of real estate to determine
each property’s fair market value and to equalize each property’s value
in relation to similar properties. The effective date of the new general
reassessment will be January 1, 2013. The last general reassessment
became effective on January 1, 2008. Properties are assessed at 100% Fair
Market Value in accordance with industry-accepted appraisal standards
and practices.
David R. Hickey, Owner/Appraiser of Blue Ridge Mass Appraisal, has
indicated that the firm will make a study of the real estate market through
the last months of 2010 and all of 2011 and 2012 until the field work
is complete. Mr. Hickey stated that: “Some of the value ranges of the
residential properties have slowed down considerably. We are finding this
happening more with the higher end of the local market.” Mr. Hickey also
noted that many of these sales may be under duress or foreclosure and,
while these sales do not meet the definition of Fair Market Value, they
will not be totally ignored. He added: “We can only consider actual arms
length transactions though sometimes it is hard to be sure of those. We
keep a close watch on the Lancaster County real estate market and feel
we have a pretty good handle on it at this time. Fortunately, we are able to
follow the market on a monthly basis through the end of the job and make
further adjustments if necessary before sending the change of assessment
notices to property owners.”
The assessed real estate values are the basis upon what property owners
will pay in real estate taxes. However, the actual real estate tax rate
in conjunction with the new real estate values actually determine what
property owners will pay in real estate taxes. After the new property
values become effective on January 1, 2013, the Board of Supervisors will
evaluate and then set a real estate tax rate during its next (Fiscal Year 201314) budget preparation and adoption process. During this process, the
Board will consider, among other things, the adjustment in total assessed
values throughout the county and other revenue projections as well as the
budgetary and other financial requirements of the county. In 2011, the
county’s tax rate was $0.40 per one hundred dollars of assessed value.
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Advice offered
on school physicals
Is my child ready for
school?
This is the question often
asked during school physicals. For most children who
have received regular pediatric care from their family
physicians, the annual
summer visit to a clinic
or physician’s ofﬁce for a
“school physical” will probably not reveal any previously undetected problem.
When
properly
performed, the school physical
should enable the examiner
to tell parents if their child
has the necessary physical
and developmental skills
to begin formal schooling.
This is a vital component
of the “physical” and is
done simply by eliciting an
account of the child’s developmental progress, observing the child and his interaction with his parents and the
people around him – vital
components of the “physical” that may be missed in
the rush just to “ﬁll up the
forms.”
While a “normal” physical and developmental evaluation cannot predict the
child’s success or failure in
the school, parents can be
reassured about the child’s
maturity, age-appropriate
skills including hearing
and vision, and the physical health needed for success. In addition, an effort
is made to ensure that the
child is properly immunized
against a host of childhood
illnesses.
Thus, parents or guardians should make every
effort that an accurate historical account of the child’s
early development, his current skills, and an updated
immunization history be
readied before coming to
see their physician. For parents whose child will be
going to school for the ﬁrst
time, it would help to review
the school physical form.
This form is available from
the department of health or
the school.
Fernando Atienza, MD
NNFHC volunteer,
Kilmarnock

A ‘call to arms’
As Kilmarnock’s mayor,
most of you know I only
sparingly
make
direct
appeals to our citizens.
Only twice during my
service as a public ofﬁcial
have I made such an urgent
“call to arms.” Once while
chairman of the planning
commission, when our then
town staff and some council
members sought to raise our
real estate taxes an excessive
52%, and once again while
planning chairman only
last year, when town staff
and council seemed poised
to support a large propane
facility that, in most of our
opinions, posed signiﬁcant
risks to our town.
As mayor, I now need to
discuss with you another
matter which I feel represents no less a threat to the
well-being of our town.
First of all, in most areas
our town is in great shape.
Financially we have a surplus this past ﬁscal year in
excess of $400,000. Also, by
conservative estimates, we
have another half-million
dollar surplus projected for
this ﬁscal year.
Despite the fact that councilwoman Rebecca Nunn
and a minority of council,
as well as the town manager,
have fought me every step
of the way on many matters,
I have kept the promises
I made during last year’s
election concerning guardianship of our town. I have
created a more open government, reduced tax burdens
on businesses in order to
stimulate tax revenues, and
have held in check individual taxes and water/sewer
rates for individuals, as I
will continue to do during
the future as your mayor.
With all we have accomplished, we still can do even
more. I am sure most of you
have read the attacks on me,
both personal and regarding my administration, in
our local paper. I have asked
those who have worked
against our efforts through
personal attacks and the
issuance of misinformation
to now join me in a new
spirit of cooperation that our
citizens deserve.

Now to the business at
hand; one of my campaign
assurances was that I would
preserve the integrity of our
water and sewer system, and
that I would make sure that
water and sewer rates do not
increase, as I know they are
already at a burdensome
level.
While pressed by councilwoman Nunn both before
and after my election that
water and sewer rates must
be raised, I see no justiﬁcation for any increase in
business or residential water
and sewer rates in the foreseeable future. Our system,
which struggles because of
its small number of subscribers and because of costly
state and federal mandates,
has ﬁnally reached “breakeven” during the past couple
years.
On August 5, town manager Tom Saunders eliminated the position of James
Seagle, our water and sewer
superintendent and 16-year
veteran of our maintenance
staff. In his words, Mr. Saunders indicated he did not
“ﬁre” our superintendent for
any wrongdoing, but instead
simply eliminated his position. He expressed to me
that he was making a structural change to our water
and sewer department, and
that he was downsizing our
in-house water and sewer
maintenance operations and
would be outsourcing most
of this work to subcontractors in the future.
I do not dispute town
manager Saunders’ right to
“hire and ﬁre.” However, he
seems to have gone beyond
this here. In eliminating this
position in order to restructure the water and sewer
department, Mr. Saunders
seems to have gotten into
the area of policy making,
which, I have cautioned him
before, rests in the hands of
council and myself. Therefore, this is not a personnel
matter; it is a policy issue.
This decision was made
without ﬁrst consulting
with me as mayor and without seeking the advice and
consent of either the water/
sewer or administration and
ﬁnance committees, as I feel
was obviously appropriate.
I, as mayor, do not support
this action and believe it
to be in exceptionally bad
judgment. Most members
of these committees and the
full council to whom I have
spoken seem opposed to this
decision.
The concerns are many.
As councilwoman Nunn
now chairs the water and
sewer committee, I am
concerned she may have
prompted this action. I am
further concerned that this
may be the beginning of an
effort to “sell” our water
system, which as mayor I
will never support.
As a landscape contractor who works with homeowners in subdivisions and
in various localities on an
ongoing basis, I can’t begin
to tell you the “horror stories” of residents in communities where the water
system has been sold to
water service management
providers.
Still, even by just reducing
our staff, the quality of water
and sewer service will go
down by outsourcing these
maintenance needs, the cost
of which will undoubtedly
go up. Our superintendent
on numerous occasions has
been called out from bed
in the middle of the night
to repair water and sewer
pump station problems or
attend to leaks.
On one occasion, I
remember him working all
night, through the next day,
and into the following night
to keep our town “up and
running.” Many of us may
take this type of dedication
for granted, but the subcontractors aren’t going to
give this type of effort, and
if they do, the cost will be
prohibitive.
One of the things that will
be lost with Mr. Seagle’s
dismissal is continuity in
management. This abrupt
elimination of his job will
henceforth destroy this. He
alone knows where most of
the underground water and
sewer lines are located in
town. He knows their sizes
and ages. He locates these
lines for subcontractors that
do the larger projects in our
town. An intimate body of

historical knowledge, unique
only to the particulars of the
water and sewer system here
in Kilmarnock, will be lost
with Mr. Seagle’s departure
and will be unable to be
replaced.
As I promised to keep our
citizens fully informed, I
cannot stand idly by and do
nothing while this decision
has the potential to negatively affect all of us. Consequently, I have written to
town manager Saunders and
asked him to reverse this
action, which in my opinion
lacks thoughtful judgment.
Simply put, this is a bad
idea, but one which is remediable.
Life lessons have taught
me that in most cases, “if it
ain’t broke, don’t try to ﬁx
it!” I suggest this principle
applies to this matter. Our
water/sewer system, in its
current form, is running well
and now breaking even with
regard to cost. Let’s not mess
around with this. Running
our businesses and engaging in our livelihoods, maintaining our households, and
the cost of these endeavors,
all rest upon the integrity
of our water system. In my
opinion, the aforementioned
elimination of Mr. Seagle’s
position imperils our water
and sewer system.
Futhermore, I believe
endangering the smooth
functioning of this system is
a potential public health and
safety concern as well.
The money which funds
this position pales in comparison to some of the hard
dollars the town has wasted
in past years on consulting
fees and studies. The existence of an in-house water
and sewer ﬁeld representative provides the faith and
security we all need regarding this system. After all,
we all pay for this and in
essence own this water
system as a town.
I believe my thoughts on
this are just plain common
sense. Based upon my initial
discussions with residents
concerning this matter, I
believe the overwhelming
majority of our residents
agree with me on this issue.
I urge you to contact
your council members and
the town manager concerning this. Also, I ask you to
attend the August 15, 2011,
7 p.m. council meeting and
express your thoughts on
this issue there.
Just as we defeated the
excessive tax proposal
two years ago and stopped
approval of an unwanted
large petroleum facility last
year, I need your help regarding this matter too; working
together we can reverse this
improvident initiative
Raymond C. Booth Jr.,
Mayor,Town of Kilmarnock

Check the numbers
This is in response to a
liberal-leaning letter last
week which appeared to
distort the facts to suit the
writer’s purpose.
When Bush II took ofﬁce,
the national debt was $5.7
trillion and it was $10.7
trillion when Obama was
sworn in, an increase of $5
trillion during Bush’s eight
years in ofﬁce. The national
debt is now $14.6 trillion, or
an increase of $3.9 trillion
in less than three years of
Obama’s term.
John Coleman,
White Stone

In defense
of the Tea Party
I read with dismay a
letter from someone in
Burgess with a name that
appeared to be that of a
friend. In the letter, he
described many of his
friends and neighbors as
“Brown Shirts” due to
their affiliation with the
Tea Party. Realizing the
original “Brown Shirts”
were the precursors to the
National Socialists’ Party
(Nazis) in Germany in the
early ‘30s, it seems a quite
severe and unjustified
condemnation of friends
and neighbors who are
honestly trying to be good
citizens and get the country back on track.
For them to be compared
to a group of people who
were ultimately responsible for the deaths of seven
million Jews is quite a
stretch and the Tea Party is
anything but socialist.

gift idea?

The letter writer in question has allowed the misinformation and outright
political lies to imbue
hatred of those he doesn’t
understand. We can’t all
agree on everything, but
we can stop the hatred and
check out our facts before
we strike out at others.
One particular complaint
of his was that one’s social
security was in jeopardy
due to the Tea efforts. The
real truth, if he had bothered to check past the politicians’ rhetoric, is that
anyone over 55 will not be
affected. Other misleading
information is that the debt
limit is a factor in default.
It has been explained completely by the Heritage
Foundation and others that
there is enough income for
the government to pay the
interest on the debts and
prevent default for some

time.
The establishment in
Washington is corrupt
with crony capitalism
and outrageous spending
on more and more entitlements. Both parties are to
blame as they have been
in charge for years. Don’t
let them turn us against
each other.
Morris Dillingham,
Kilmarnock
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Your Right Hand
Concierge Service & Home Management
Handling your chores so you can
get back to enjoying life again.
Call or e-mail us for more information

info@yourrighthandva.com

577.3166
Insured

Suzanne Shepherd, Brooks Stewart and Kendall Vickery

Bobby’s Marine Service, Inc.
Introducing DurasTM, a new line of inflatable boats!
The DurasTM line of inflatable boats
features three great, multi-purpose
European style sport boats that
offer superb handling and functionality.
Each model was designed for maximum
space and performance without
sacrificing quality and reliability.

FEATURES
L

FIVE YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY

Choice of air deck or wood floorboards with non-skid neoprene mat .
Double layer PVC material on underside for extra protection
L High Pressure/High Volume foot pump
L Welded seams for added durability
L Pressure gauge
L Aluminum bench seat
L 3 air chambers
L Heavy duty carrying bag
L Two oars and built-in oarlocks for easy rowing
L Stainless steel d-rings for easy towing
L ABS Transom with splash guards
L Highest quality 7 layer 1000 Denier material for improved durability
L

SPECIFICATIONS
Length
Boat Weight (Air Floor)
Boat Weight (Wood Floor)
Max Weight
Max People
Max Horsepower

DXI04
10 ft 4 in
90 lbs
122 lbs
1,190 lbs
4
15

DX96
9 ft 6 in
82 lbs
114 lbs
1,050 lbs
4
10

901 Jessie DuPont Memorial Hwy.
"URGESS 6IRGINIA s   

DX86
8 ft 6 in
76 lbs
105 lbs
950 lbs
3
8
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YOUR LETTERS
Economy is
on the skids
The economy of the U.S.
has arrived at the point where
taxpayers no longer have the
means to pay for government’s
public commitments amassed
over the past 40 years.
As President Obama calls
for more government spending. he never mentions the
current expenditure levels,
or the fact that more government spending implies higher
taxes, and, by ignoring reality,
also leads to bigger debt.
For the ﬁrst time since 1986,
we have Democrats, even
liberals like Dick Durban of
Illinois, endorsing lower tax
rates and ﬁnally acknowledging that soaking the rich with
conﬁscatory taxes is an economic loser.
Oddly, President Obama
still insists on high taxes
amidst high unemployment
and weak growth. As well,
it’s obvious the president and
his advisers do not have any
practical experience with
business or debt instruments.
They openly judge both with
disdain.
Their delusion that Keynesian spending—the theory that
government spending pumps
the economy—implies our
government has no faith in
free enterprise or for taxpayers to naturally ﬁll the tax
coffers. Instead, it appears
our government would prefer
to disenfranchise taxpayers, print money, and run the
economy themselves.
The administration’s idea
of hope and change appears
to be to transform this republic further and further into
a costly and unsustainable
European-style
socialism,
with a salaried, privileged,
and unequal political elite—
and taxpayers being summoned to serve them.
Matt W. Johnston,
Morattico

Roots of
the downgrade
The political ﬁnger-pointing started as soon as the
downgrade was announced.
Has anyone noticed that
two important names are not
being called to account?

That of the past president
who created almost three
Letters policy
times as much of our national
Letters on current
debt as any other president,
events and other
topics of community
and expanded government to
interest are welcome.
a record-breaking degree.
Please observe the folThat of the past vice presilowing guidelines:
dent who assured us that deﬁcits don’t matter.
Do:
The party they led stood
s "E AS BRIEF AS POSsible. Keep letters to
by for eight years while all
300 words or less.
this damage was being done,
s 3IGN YOUR NAME AND
driving their far right wing
include your address
to support the formation of
and phone number
a new party. This new party
for veriﬁcation, or
virtually guaranteed rejection
clariﬁcation, even when
of the $4 trillion deﬁcit reducemailing the letter.
tion deals emanating from
Do not:
both of the major parties.
s 7RITE ON PERSONAL
It is this rejection and
matters.
replacement by a far smaller
s 0RAISE OR CONDEMN
package that brought S&P’s
private businesses.
downgrade upon us. And that
s 3END FORM LETTERS
only makes the task harder
thank you letters, malistill.
cious letters, promoS&P stressed the need
tional letters, anonyfor greater reductions than
mous letters, or letters
the modest, two-step deﬁcit
addressed to someone
agreement provides for, and
else.
the need for new revenue
s 3UBMIT MORE THAN
contributions.
one letter in two conPerhaps the new party will
secutive weeks.
consider President Reagan’s
All letters are subject
former budget director’s charto editing for length,
acterization of the Bush tax
clarity,
or potentially
cuts as “the worst ﬁscal mislibelous statements.
take in history,” and do something to redress the damage
done to the vast majority of Republican committee has
decided to politicize this ofﬁce
Americans.
Jerry Peill, by endorsing its vice chairman
Lancaster Robert Cunningham, to run
for the ofﬁce of CommonWhy make
wealth’s Attorney for Lanit political?
caster County. He has served
Why has the Lancaster in many political positions,
Republican
Committee but never as Commonwealth’s
chosen to interject politics Attorney.
into our country’s ConstituWhy does the Republican
tional ofﬁces? The positions Party, after many years of
of Commonwealth’s Attorney, never endorsing for this ofﬁce,
Commissioner of the Reve- decide to endorse its vice
nue, Sheriff and Treasurer are chairman? Could this be poliConstitutional ofﬁces. These tics over qualiﬁcation?
positions are held by individuI sincerely hope the citizens
als elected on their abilities to of Lancaster County will reject
serve in each ofﬁce.
this intrusion into this election
Jeff Schmidt has served as and others in the future when
our Commonwealth’s Attor- it comes to Constitutional
ney for more than 20 years. ofﬁces.
He has been a dedicated pubic
I want you to know my
servant and well respected in wife and I have tried to suphis profession. In this election, port the Republican Party our
as in the past, he has asked and entire voting years. The action
received support throughout taken by this endorsement
the county on a non-political was self-serving and will only
basis as an independent.
lead to fractional division of
The Lancaster County the Republican Party in our
county.
Please exercise your civil
right by voting in this election.
John M.Townes III,
White Stone

Why all the
Tea Party bashing?

Do you remember?
This photo from a postcard mailed in August 1914 shows
Coxes Hotel, also known as the Hotel Eubank and the
Hotel Richard Lee before housing the corporate ofﬁces
of Standard Products, noted Kilmarnock Museum
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. Today the historic
structure on East Church Street is known as The Palmer
House. “Do you remember?” is a community service of
the Kilmarnock Museum.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman
Last week the House
passed the Budget Control Act of 2011. This bill
is only one step in a long
journey toward changing
the culture of out-of-control spending and Washington’s dependence on
hardworking taxpayers.
I supported this legislation to cut spending now,
cap spending into the
future, and move toward a
Balanced Budget Amendment—all without raising
taxes on job-creators.
The bill sets up a Joint
Committee of Congress
that is tasked with identifying $1.5 trillion in
deﬁcit reduction in the
coming months. The
proposals in this legislation must be carefully
monitored to ensure a
strategic plan is put in
place and Congress funds
our nation’s defense needs
not simply by numbers,
but with solid strategic
analysis.
I believe everything
should be on the table
as we curtail the government’s spending binge,
but our nation’s defense
spending should not be
the ﬁrst or only place we
look to do this. To blindly
cut our nation’s defense

is shortsighted and could
harm national security.
I will ﬁght to ensure our
troops get the resources
they need, while ensuring the Department of
Defense is efﬁcient with
its funds, and cutting out
waste fraud and abuse.
I will continue to push
Congress to set the tone
for more responsible
government, including
legislation that would cut
the salaries of members
of Congress, eliminate
the automatic pay raise
for members of Congress
and require members of
Congress to return any
unspent funds from their
ofﬁce budgets to the
Department of the Treasury to be used to reduce
our debt and yearly deﬁcit.
I appreciate your
comments on this critical issue. I urge you to
continue to communicate
your views on how to
bring the federal budget
back in balance. Call
202-225-4261, or email
me through the website at
wittman.house.gov.
We must continue to
ﬁght for more responsible
and accountable government.

It is amazing to read all the
Tea Party bashing taking place
from very misguided individuals who don’t have a clue as to
what is really going on in this
country.
The Tea Party rose up after
this administration and Congress ignored the wishes of
the majority of Americans
who they supposedly work
for. The Tea Party and those
in Congress who object to all
the deﬁcit spending are called
“dangerous, obstructionists,
brown shirts and tyrants.”
This kind of nasty language is not helpful. Do these
name-callers expect everyone
to agree with their point of
view?
For far too long the majority
in this country have remained
silent, and we have ﬁnally
realized that if we don’t get
our country back on a ﬁscally sound footing, we will
all lose.
Do your own investigation;
don’t believe everything you
read and hear. If you think this
government is out of control
and you would like to see a
smaller government, join likeminded people to work for
change.
The Tea Party is made up
of independents, Republicans
and Democrats who don’t like
what is going on in our government. Our founders gave
us a remarkable, thoughtful
plan of government, but it is
up to us to preserve and protect it for ourselves and future
generations.
For those people who think
they know it all, try attending a
Tea Party meeting – you might
be very surprised.
Rita E. Johnson,
Ophelia

Mentally ill
deserve better
As the mother of a son
stricken with a severe mental
illness 18 years ago, I ask
that you revisit the plight of
these former Eastern State
Hospital patients who were

declared well enough to
function in their own community setting.
Our son was fortunate to
have a caring family welcoming him back home to
his own room and a safe,
clean and caring environment.
Today he is stable, working part-time, and lives independently. He is employed
by the Middle Peninsula
Northern Neck Community Services Board (CBS)
as co-coordinator host for
a consumer-run resource
center in Warsaw.
As a long-time member
of the National Alliance for
the Mentally Ill (NAMI), I
am a passionate advocate
for improved community
services, especially suitable,
safe and clean housing.
With threats of cuts in
Medicaid and other funding, CBS has a never-ending
battle just to keep minimal
community services available.
There are few beds left
in our state hospitals. Subsequently, the jail and the
prison mentally ill population continues to swell as
even in the best economic
years, mentally ill citizens
have been vastly shortchanged.
They are our most vulnerable citizens. They are
children of God, and it is
my ﬁrm belief that God will
hold America accountable
for its gross neglect, which
results all too often in tragedy.
In
Northumberland
County, the old Callao Elementary School was sold,
I understand, with acreage
and all for a mere $125,000.
Then the new owner converted all building space
including
multi-purpose
room, into one-room with
bath apartments.
The only recreation is
a ride on the little bus one
day a week to Warsaw or to
Kilmarnock to the “Charter
House.”
There are no apartment
complexes available to the
mentally ill who must have
HUD section 8 approval, or
the rest paid by CSB funds.
The new “Mercer Place” in
Kilmarnock has excluded
the HUD Section 8 by
requiring an income in the
range of some $30,000 to
some $80,000.
For a one-room Callao
apartment to call their
“home,” each mentally ill
resident shells out 30 percent

of their monthly SSI check,
I am told, and the total rent
is $500 per month. Either
HUD or the CSB picks up
the remainder of the rent.
While the CSB has applied
for a HUD grant to build an
apartment complex with 10
one-bedroom and 2 twobedroom units in the Gloucester area, our CSB covers a
vast 10-county area.
There must be an effort in
each county to plan, solicit

community support and any
available grant opportunity—much as there was to
build Mercer Place.
Our consumers did not
ask to be stricken with a
brain disorder. With help,
many can receive treatment
and function well in recovery; not cured, but stable
and in recovery, to live in
their own community.
Mary Evans,
Reedville
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From the Potomac Rivah to
the York Rivah — A FREE
Guide to the Northern Neck
and Middle Peninsula

Advertise in the
September Rivah!
Up to 23,000 copies on
newsstands September 1!
SUPER SAVINGS by advertising in
more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline: August 17
Call the Southside Sentinel at 758-2328 or
the Rappahannock Record at 435-1701
soon for more information!

Don’t forget to ask about our
Rivah website Special!
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is offering our
Livable Neighborhood Water Stewardship
Leader Course in the Northern Neck this summer. This program is not only easy and effective,
it’s fun! Participants will receive a free rain barrel!
Registration is required!
E-mail: education@riverfriends.org or
richard.moncure@riverfriends.org
Web: www.riverfriends.org
Phone: 540-373-3448 x115
Friends of the Rappahannock will provide you the
materials, training, and ongoing support to be a leader in
your community! Learn how to create, teach, and
motivate a team of friends, neighbors, and/or colleagues
to improve water quality and efﬁciency.
Upcoming Course:
August 13, 9:30pm-1:30pm in Warsaw
Imagine a neighborhood where green space is the rule
and asphalt is the exception. Imagine a community where
every piece of landscape is used as a water purifying ﬁlter.
Imagine a residential street where the attractive riverscape
invites you to stroll down it. Imagine a home that helps
improve the health of our watershed...You are imagining a
Livable Neighborhood! Sign-up TODAY!

