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Area post offices are
under consideration
for possible closure
written feedback from customers, more gathering of facts and
ﬁgures all have to happen before
a decision is made on whether or
not an ofﬁce will be closed. And,
since every situation is unique,
every solution is likely to be
also.”
Most of the post ofﬁces on
the review list average sales of
less than $50 per day, have low
foot trafﬁc, have less than two
hours of workload per day and
are within ﬁve miles of another
retail post ofﬁce, according to
the USPS.

by Robert Mason, Jr.

Local ofﬁcials credited Bill Pennell with the evolution of the
county’s judicial center from concept to the dedication of the
completed facility. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

See you around, Bill
by Audrey Thomasson

T

hey called him teacher,
leader, best boss and
mentor. And at last week’s sendoff for retiring county administrator William H. Pennell, Jr.,
they all called him their friend.
Supervisors, constitutional
ofﬁcers, judges, county employees and community and business leaders praised Pennell for
20 years of serving the county.
Board chairman Wally Beauchamp presided over the Friday
afternoon ceremony at the Lancaster Middle School Theater.
“There is one thing that is
a lasting memorial to you in
Lancaster County, and that’s
that courthouse,” said Commonwealth’s Attorney C. Jeffers
Schmidt. Pennell was the driving force behind the acquisition
of land and construction of the
new judicial center, which was
completed ahead of schedule
and below budget. “It will last
150 years as a memorial to
you,” Schmidt said.
Schmidt, like many others,
praised Pennell for understanding the needs of all the county
employees and constitutional
ofﬁcers and the need for public
safety.
Assistant county administrator Jack Larson said Pennell
hired him for planning and land
use, although he had no prior
experience in that area. “He
was my teacher...and a great
leader...Bill always said ‘Do
your job. You’ll make mistakes...
but pick yourself up and go on.’
He always supported me in my
work and my personal life.”
County Treasurer Bonnie
Haynie credited her former boss
for building her self-conﬁdence
so that she was able to move her
career forward and run for Treasurer. “He’s the best boss,” she
said tearfully.
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
said Pennell’s former career
as a police officer in Alexandria had its advantages

and disadvantages.
“It was an advantage when
I asked for things I needed.
But it was a disadvantage
when I asked for things I really
wanted,” said Crockett.
Juvenile and Family Court
Judge Mike McKinney said
he and Pennell are from an era
“when public service was an
opportunity to make a difference.” However, he said the
state government’s tendency in
recent years to casually hand
down more responsibilities and
ﬁnancial burdens to local government “...is making jobs like
Commonwealth’s Attorney and
County Administrator that much
more difﬁcult.”
Judge McKinney said his
long relationship with Pennell
was more than professional,
noting they are also friends.
Pennell’s replacement as
county administrator, Frank
Pleva, said he has admired Pennell for many of his own 32
years serving in local government posts. But the best part
was working side-by-side with
Pennell for the past two weeks,
he added.
Pennell said his relationship
with Lancaster County and its
residents began when he was
working for the Alexandria
Police Department and bringing boys to the department’s
summer camp at the end of
Boys Camp Road outside
Kilmarnock. He and his wife,
Jannine, built a home on the
Rappahannock River and made
the permanent move in 1991
when he accepted a county
job as building and land use
administrator. Less than two
years later he become county
administrator.
Retirement for Pennell means
continuing community work
as a volunteer. And being permanent residents means for
eternity.
“Jannine and I have plots in
St. Mary’s White Chapel,” he
said. “We’ll be here forever.”

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Five
Northern Neck post ofﬁces are
among 95 locations under consideration by the U.S. Postal Service
(USPS) for possible closure.
As more customers choose
to conduct their postal business
online, on their smart phones or
at places where they shop, the
need for the USPS to maintain its
nearly 32,000 retail ofﬁces, the
largest retail network in the country, diminishes, reported Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe
in a prepared statement July 26.
“Today, more than 35% of the
Postal Service’s retail revenue
comes from expanded access
locations such as grocery stores,
drug stores, ofﬁce supply stores,
retail chains, self-service kiosks, ATMs and usps.
com, open 24/7,” said Donahoe. “Our customers’
habits have made it clear that they no longer require
a physical post ofﬁce to conduct most of their postal
business.”

Merry Point,
Morattico,
Oldhams,
Sandy Point
and Sharps
facilities
added to
review list.

Village Post Ofﬁces
For communities without a postal retail ofﬁce,
and for communities which may see their post
ofﬁce close, the USPS introduced the “Village Post
Ofﬁce” as a potential replacement. Village Post
Ofﬁces would be operated by local businesses such
as pharmacies, grocery stores and other appropriate
retailers, and could offer popular postal products and
services such as stamps, ﬂat-rate packaging and post
ofﬁce rental boxes, either inside or outside the business, explained USPS spokeswoman Sue Brennan.
“By working with third-party retailers, we’re creating easier, more convenient access to our products
and services when and where our customers want
them,” Donahoe said. “The Village Post Ofﬁce will
offer another way for us to meet our customers’
needs.”
The USPS will conduct studies of some 3,700
retail ofﬁces to determine customer needs. However,
sites included in the study won’t necessarily close.
It’s really too early to tell exactly what will happen
if a post ofﬁce is closed, according to district communications coordinator Michele Martel.
“We don’t know yet,” said Martel. “We have to
allow the process to unfold. Community meetings,

Area review list

Northern Neck post ofﬁces
on the review list include Merry
Point and Morattico facilities in
Lancaster County, Oldhams and
Sandy Point in Westmoreland
County and Sharps in Richmond County.
The Merry Point post ofﬁce at 2717 Merry Point
Road is open Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m. and 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., as well as Saturdays
from 8 a.m. to noon.
The Morattico post ofﬁce at 6569 Morattico Road
is open Mondays through Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. and 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
The Oldhams post ofﬁce at 3498 Oldhams Road is
open Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m. to noon
and 12-30 to 4:30 p.m., as well as Saturdays from 8
a.m. to noon.
The Sandy Point post ofﬁce at 951 Sandy Point
Road is open Mondays through Saturdays from 7:30
a.m. to 1:15 p.m.

Leaner service
Including post ofﬁces and third-party retailers,
customers today have about 100,000 locations across
the nation where they can do business with the USPS.
The agency also recently launched uspseverywhere.
com, which helps customers ﬁnd dozens of locations
to purchase postal products and services within their
neighborhoods by going online, typing a ZIP Code
or a city/state combination, and using an icon guide
designating stamps, shipping and packaging, PO
Boxes and other services.
“The Postal Service of the future will be smaller,
leaner and more competitive and it will continue
to drive commerce, serve communities and deliver
value,” said Donahoe.

Callao celebrates Community Day
The Callao Volunteer Rescue Squad hosted the third annual Northern Neck Community Day on
Saturday. The event featured food, games, handmade products and informational booths. Here, the
Northumberland-Lancaster Farm Bureau provided a cool space for children to color farm pictures.This
year’s activities saw a smaller crowd due to the heat. For more community day photos, visit RRecord.
com. Photo by Shannon Rice

Two drown on Great Wicomico
by Audrey Thomasson
GLEBE POINT—Two men
drowned Tuesday evening while
crabbing with their families
on the Great Wicomico River,
according to Northumberland
County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins.
The bodies of Calvin Rudolph
Redmond, 32, of Kilmarnock,
and Francis Edward “Kojak”
Johnson, 38, of White Stone,
were pulled from the river at
Supervisor Dr. Jack Russell (left) and Bill Pennell share words
7:50 p.m. and 8:48 p.m., respecof retirement wisdom. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
tively.
The men had been tending
a dozen fishing lines tied to
chicken necks and dangling in
the water along the embankA July 28 news item titled “Kilmarnock ends 2010-11 ﬁscal year ment in a process known locally
with $400,000 surplus,” contained a typographical error. The revenue as “chicken necking” to catch
ﬁgure, $3,995,692, incorrectly appeared as $3,395,692.
crabs. Sheriff Wilkins reported

Correction
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the embankment is very steep
and rip rapped along the waterline. One of the men got caught
in the rip rap trying to untangle
a line when he slipped into the
water. The other man went to
help and both were caught in
the rapidly moving tide near the
south end of the Glebe Point
bridge.
According to the sheriff, the
river narrows in that area as it
rounds the bend and the water
depth is about 17 feet.
“The Great Wicomico is a
very deep river for it’s size,” he
said. “Their families, including children, were on shore and
witnessed the drowning.”
The incident began at 6:26
p.m. and a Virginia State
Trooper was on the scene by
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6:30 p.m., said Sheriff Wilkins.
Also assisting the Northumberland Sheriff ’s Department in
the search were Smith Point Sea
Rescue, the U.S. Coast Guard,
and VMRC and Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries officers. Search and rescue divers
were assisted by a private citizen, Spencer Headley, who used
sonar equipment on his boat to
help locate the bodies.
Some 200 family and friends
had gathered on shore during
the search. “Everyone was
extremely cooperative,” said
Wilkins. “Several clergy showed
up to help the families.”
The medical examiner, Dr.
Rocky Tingle, released the
bodies to Barry O. Waddy
Funeral Home.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Celebrating in Callao
The Callao Volunteer Rescue Squad holds its
annual Northern Neck Community Day. To view
related slides, visit RRecord.com.
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Supervisors put noise ordinance draft on fast-forward
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—District
3 supervisor Pete Geilich
last week called on fellow
board members to continue
to pursue a noise ordinance
countywide, following complaints regarding a waterfront restaurant and bar in his
neighborhood.
Geilich said residents
living near Charlie’s Tiki Bar
at Windmill Point Marina
have complained of loud

R
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USPS (455-600)

band music after midnight
and stereo music playing at 9
a.m. on Sunday mornings.
“I don’t want to inhibit any
business, but we have homes
there” where residents are
being disturbed, he said.
The noise subsided for a
time after he discussed the
problem with the manager
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RICHMOND—The Virginia State Police recently
concluded its investigation
into the two-vehicle crash
in King George County on
the evening of June 24 that
claimed the life of Trooper
Adam M. Bowen.
At approximately 6:45
p.m. Friday, June 24, Trooper
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assist with a narcotics task
force investigative operation. With his lights and siren
activated, Trooper Bowen
was traveling west on Kings
Highway. At the Kings Highway and Barbara’s Way, the
trafﬁc lights on Kings Highway were green for both west
and eastbound trafﬁc. As the
trooper entered the intersection, an eastbound Hyundai Elantra failed to yield to
oncoming trafﬁc and began
making a left turn.
Based on approximately
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administrator Frank Pleva
to have a noise ordinance
prepared for review by the
August meeting.

From left are Lancaster County Treasurer Bonnie Haynie
and board of supervisors chairman Wally Beauchamp.

Treasurer’s office
earns certification JEWELRY
FACTS
by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—For the ﬁrst time in county history, the
Lancaster County treasurer’s ofﬁce has received accreditation from the Treasurer’s Association of Virginia, Lancaster board of supervisors chairman Wally Beauchamp
announced last Thursday.
He presented Treasurer Bonnie Haynie the certiﬁcation
on behalf of her department.
To qualify, the department met the highest standards in
certiﬁcation of the treasurer and employees and obtained a
99.3% overall delinquent collection rate, 4.3% higher than
required. Haynie’s department also met nearly every criteria for notiﬁcation, process and procedures.

Investigation indicates trooper
sacrificed his life to save others
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band playing there almost champ said marine police
every weekend,” he said. recently stepped up patrols in
“When you buy next to a the area.
resort, that’s what you can
Geilich asked county
expect.”
“I’ve lived there over 20
years and have never heard
anything before,” said Geilich.
Chairman Wally Beau-

Power boat
operator
charged
in accident
DELTAVILLE—A July 14
boating accident in Fishing
Bay off Deltaville has resulted
in $100,000 damage to a
47-foot sailboat, reported John
Bull of the Virginia Marine
Resources Commission.
At the crash scene, Christopher Armstrong, 51, of
King William was charged
by marine police with operating a boat while intoxicated.
Police said Armstrong was the
operator of a 46-foot motor
yacht that struck the 47-foot
sailboat.
In a written report, ofﬁcer
C. Miller stated Armstrong
was operating under power
when he collided with Allen
Herries anchored sailboat.
According to the report,
Armstrong was placed in
handcuffs because his speech
was slurred and a “strong odor
of alcoholic beverage” was
coming from him.
A smoking device was
found in Armstrong’s right
front pocket. According to the
report, Armstrong told police,
“I smoked some earlier but
that was a while ago.”

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
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and Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
talked with the owners, he
said. However, since then the
problem has returned.
Supervisor Butch Jenkins said he was reluctant
to create laws aimed at one
establishment.
“When those homes were
built, there was an outdoor
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135 feet of tire marks at the
scene, eyewitness accounts,
and the reconstructive investigation, Trooper Bowen had
changed from the left westbound lane to the right lane
while approaching the intersection in an attempt to avoid
the turning vehicle. Despite
Trooper Bowen’s evasive
efforts, the Hyundai struck
the trooper’s vehicle at the
driver’s side rear passenger
door. The impact spun the
Ford Crown Victoria patrol
car counterclockwise into
the curb off the right side of
the highway. The car rolled
onto the passenger side with
the roof striking a trafﬁc light
pole. Meanwhile, the Hyundai came to rest in the right
turn lane just west of the
intersection.
The patrol car’s impact with
the pole caused the vehicle to
pull apart along the riveted
seams of the frame. The front
end of the patrol car continued into a nearby parking lot
where it struck three parked
vehicles. Trooper Bowen,
who was wearing a seat belt,
was thrown from the car and
died at the scene.
“There is no question, as
conﬁrmed by the ﬁndings
of the crash reconstruction
report, that Trooper Adam
Bowen’s immediate and evasive action to avoid the turning Hyundai saved that couple’s life,” said Virginia State
Police Superintendent Col.
W. Steven Flaherty. “Adam
was a dedicated public safety
professional who proudly
served and protected not
only the citizens of the Commonwealth as a state trooper,
but also his nation during his
ﬁve years in the military. His
death is a tremendous loss to
our Department and to the
King George and Northern
Neck communities.”
The driver of the Hyundai,
James H. Sunderlin, 69, of
Stafford, and the passenger,
Marie N. Alford, 62, of King
George, suffered minor injuries. Both were treated at and
released from Mary Washington Hospital. Sunderlin
and Alford were wearing seat
belts.
Through its comprehensive
investigation and analysis, the
Virginia State Police Richmond Division’s Accident
Reconstruction Team determined the patrol vehicle was
traveling at approximately 85
mph when it was struck by the
Hyundai, which was traveling

at approximately 24 mph. The
patrol vehicle’s speed at impact
with the trafﬁc light pole was
approximately 67 mph.
After reviewing the entire
case and in consultation with
the Virginia State Police, King
George County Commonwealth’s Attorney Matt Britton
has decided not to charge the
driver of the Hyundai for failing to yield the right of way.
“This is a very tough decision. The driver of the Hyundai clearly disregarded the
blaring lights and siren of a
marked cruiser,” said Britton.
“However, nothing that we do
here will bring Trooper Bowen
back. Bringing a trafﬁc charge
against the other driver will
cause this matter to continue
on. I do not want Trooper
Bowen’s heroic life and death
overshadowed by a minor
court case. At this point, the
matter is better laid to rest.”
Trooper Bowen, 28, of
Warsaw was a graduate of
the 114th Basic Session. He
graduated July 3, 2008, from
the Virginia State Police Academy. Since graduation, he had
been assigned to the Area 44
Ofﬁce, which includes King
George and Caroline counties.
Trooper Bowen led his area
in criminal arrests and was recognized by Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD)
in 2010 for his outstanding
enforcement efforts regarding impaired drivers. Trooper
Bowen was also a certiﬁed
ﬁeld sobriety instructor at the
state police academy.
Trooper Bowen, a native of
Westmoreland County, is survived by a ﬁancé, his parents
and brother.

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Carnelian, one of the two birthstones for
those born in August, was the favorite stone
of the ancient Egyptians. It was popularly
believed that this lovely stone had the power
to grant every desire of its owner. Since wax
does not adhere to carnelian, it was the preferred stone for impressing wax seals.
Whether you’re thinking of Carnelian or
peridot . . . another August birthstone . . .
or any other jewelry item, stop in and let us
help you.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
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The Richmond
County Fair
presents

Gospel Night
Wednesday, August 24
Music begins at 6 pm
“1121”
Thomasyne Acree
Bob Olgers & the Look-n-Up
Singing Ministry
Zion Lottsburg Mass Choir
Saturday, August 27
Jeff Robbins
Traditional Appalachian Music
If you play an instrument,
come and sit in on a casual
“jam session” with Jeff
Various times between 6 pm &
11 pm It will be a “hand-clapping,
toe tapping good time”
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Hearing set on cable
franchise agreement
by Audrey Thomasson
LANCASTER—Cable
franchise agreements with
counties go on for a number
of years, often without the
public having a voice in
whether the service is good,
bad or indifferent.
That will change in Lancaster next month. District
1 supervisor Butch Jenkins
asked for a public hearing
to give citizens the opportunity to express their opinion
on the service prior to the
county voting on MetroCast
cable company’s request
for an automatic ﬁve-year
renewal agreement.
“I don’t know if they’re
worthy of keeping the franchise or not,” Jenkins said
when the renewal came up
before the board of supervi-

sors last week.
Supervisors voted 4-0 to
hold a public hearing at the
August 25 meeting. District
2 supervisor Ernest Palin
was out of town on vacation
and did not vote.
While citizens can air
their praises or grievances, it
doesn’t mean the board will
vote against renewal.
“Chances are, as long
as they meet the terms of
the agreement...and federal
laws...the board will move
forward with the agreement,”
said county administrator
Frank Pleva. “But it gives the
board a chance to hear from
the public...and gives citizens
an opportunity to be heard by
the cable company.”
The cable television franchise agreement began on
October 26, 2001, with a

ﬁve-year term. Two automatic ﬁve-year renewals
were contingent on the company meeting a 15-mile construction requirement during
each ﬁve-year term. MetroCast applied to continue on
the third term of the agreement.
According to William
Newborg, Virginia general
manager for MetroCast,
the company has exceeded
the contract requirements
to extend service 15 miles
during each term.
“I am pleased to advise
that all advanced services
including digital, high deﬁnition, video-on-demand, high
speed internet, digital telephone and business services
are now available throughout
our footprint,” he wrote in a
July 6 letter to the county.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett this
week reported charges against
seven individuals.
Felonies
Eric L. George, 29, of Fox
Den Road was charged July 25
with two counts of credit card
theft (felonies) and one count
of petit larceny.
Justin D. Gordon, 22, of
Warsaw was charged July 26
on Richmond County charges
of two counts each of burglary
and grand larceny (all felonies).
Misdemeanors
A Myway Lane man, 41,
was charged July 25 with contempt of court.
A Richmond man, 29, was
charged July 26 with three
counts of violating a protective
order and one count of contempt of court.
A Newport News man, 32,
was charged July 28 with a
probation violation.
A Wilson Lane man, 37, was
charged July 29 with violation
of probation.
A Mars Hill Lane man, 27,
was charged July 29 on a Northumberland County charge
of failing to have an adopted
animal sterilized.
Activity Report
July 25: Staff checked on
the well-being of a Ring Farm
Road resident at the request of
a concerned citizen (no emergency services needed) and
notiﬁed the power company of
a transformer being struck by
lightning in the 10600 block of
Mary Ball Road.
July 26: Staff discovered an
open door to a business during
late night building checks (key
holder notiﬁed; no criminal
incident), and responded to
a trespass complaint at the
YMCA pool in Lively and to
a domestic disturbance (adult
siblings) on Wilson Lane.
July 27: No reportable incidents.
July 28: Staff received a
larceny complaint from the
700 block of Corrotoman
Drive, responded to a local
emergency room on a report of
an assault victim seeking medical care (incident determined
to have occurred in Richmond
County and those authorities
were notiﬁed), responded to a
motorist’s report of a downed
tree blocking the highway near
Mary Ball and Devils Bottom
roads (Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) and
utility company notiﬁed; trafﬁc limited to one lane only for
approximately an hour), and to
an E911 disconnect call in the
1800 block of Goodluck Road
(intoxicated subjects; no emergency services needed). Staff
notiﬁed VDOT of a downed
stop sign at Goodluck Road
and Jessie Dupont Memorial
Highway and for trafﬁc light
repair in White Stone. Staff
attempted to locate a vehicle
with four under-aged persons
who reportedly purchased alcoholic beverages from a Burgess
area convenience store.
July 29: Staff responded to a
disturbance/trespass call in the
1500 block of Goodluck Road
(EMS dispatched for subject
with a head wound, unrelated
to the disturbance call). Staff
responded with the Kilmarnock
Police Department (KPD) to a
trafﬁc crash on Old Fairground
Way, to a trespass complaint on
Ring Farm Road ($125 damages reported), to a vandalism
to a vehicle complaint on Fish
Hawk Drive (no criminal incident), to an annoying/obscene
telephone calls complaint on

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department responded
to a furnace ﬁre on Island Point
Road.
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a trafﬁc crash on Old Fairground Way and to a ﬁre
alarm in the 400 block of
Harris Road.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles A.
Wilkins this week reported
charges against 14 individuals.
Felonies
William Franklin Meeks, 44,
of Montross was charged July
31 with a Circuit Court probation violation.
Misdemeanors
A Lottsburg man, 63, was
charged July 25 with trespassing and destruction of property.
A Heathsville woman, 23,
was charged July 25 with failing to have an adopted animal
sterilized.
A Lottsburg man, 47, was
charged July 25 with assault
and battery.
A Callao woman, 57, was
charged July 26 with writing a
bad check in the amount of $34
to a Callao area business.
A Callao man, 28, was
charged July 26 with writing
a bad check in the amount of
$54.20 to a Callao area business.
A Heathsville woman, 21,
was charged July 26 with failing to have an adopted animal
sterilized.
A Burgess woman, 45, was
charged July 27 on a Lancaster
County warrant with cursing in
public.
A
Wicomico
Church
woman, 49, was charged July
27 with assault and battery.
A Heathsville woman, 31,
was charged July 27 with two
counts of failing to have an
adopted animal sterilized.
A Heathsville man, 36, was
charged July 28 with failing to
have an adopted animal sterilized.
A Heathsville woman, 28,
was charged July 28 with failing to have an adopted animal
sterilized.
A Heathsville woman,
40,was charged July 29 with
assault and battery.
A Reedville woman, 29, was
charged July 31 with failing to
have an adopted animal sterilized.

Correction

The Lancaster County
Sheriff’s Department has
corrected an item posted
last week regarding the
reported response July
25 to a domestic dispute (husband/wife) on
Mt. Vernon Lane. The
response was in connection with an animal control complaint. The sheriff’s public information
ofﬁcer apologizes for the
error.

Cliff View Road and with KPD
to a noise violation complaint
on East Church Street.
July 30: Staff responded
to the Burgess area to assist
Virginia State Police (VSP)
involved in a vehicle pursuit, to a motor vehicle theft
complaint on Christ Church
Road (no criminal incident;
co-owner of vehicle gave permission for third party to use
the vehicle), to an E911 call
on Arbor Drive (no emergency
services needed), to a trespass
complaint on Gaskins Road
and checked on the well-being
of a White Stone area resident
at the request of a concerned
citizen (no emergency services
needed).
July 31: Staff received an
attempted burglary report from
White Hall Road ($400 damages reported) and a report of
vandalism to a vehicle in the
2200 block of Merry Point
Road.
August 1: Staff responded
to a possible burglary on
Estates Road (no criminal incident) and to the White Stone
area with the Department of
Social Services on a child protective services complaint.
Staff also conducted 12
trafﬁc stops during the week,
assisted six motorists, reported
two deer strikes, handled two
calls for trafﬁc control, investigated six building alarms,
logged one inmate transport
and ﬁelded two calls for animal
control service.
Fire calls
The White Stone Volunteer
Fire Department responded to a
kitchen appliance ﬁre on Carters Cove Drive and assisted
with a patient lift in the 300
block of Windmill Point Road.

SEA RESCUE
REPORT
Smith
Point
Sea
Rescue board member
Capt. Andy Kauders
recently reported Rescue I,
II and III crews responded
to the following variety of
calls for assistance in July:
July 18: A 35-foot deadrise with two aboard lost its
transmission near Dameron
Marsh and was towed to its
dock on Cockrells Creek by
Rescue I. Time on call, 1.5
hours.
July 23: The Rescue III
crew received a call that a
17-foot skiff was out of gas
at Hog Island. Knowing that
there was too little water for
Rescue III to reach the skiff,
they delivered a can of gas
by land and requested that
the people aboard call the
captain when they got back
home. Time on call, ½ hour.
July 26: At 1 a.m. the
Rescue I crew was advised
by the sheriff’s ofﬁce that
a 17-foot Boston Whaler
had drifted off of a lift. As
nobody was aboard a search
was begun at 6:30 a.m. the
next morning. The boat had
drifted up to and against a
dock and was found by a
Northumberland
County
deputy sheriff. Time on
call, 1.5 hour.
July 30: At 4:15 p.m. the
Northumberland sheriff’s
ofﬁce received a call that
there was a boat on ﬁre off
of Vir-Mar Beach. Rescue
I and Rescue III responded.
A second call indicated
the boat was moving south
toward the Chesapeake
Bay. Finally the caller said
the boat on ﬁre was in the
bay. The Rescue I crew
determined that the caller
was seeing black smoke
from a large tug pushing a
barge down the bay. Combined time on call for both
boats, 2.5 hours.
Smith Point Sea Rescue
can be reached on channel
16 or by calling 911. Rescue
I and Rescue II are based on
the Great Wicomico River
and Rescue III is on Lodge
Creek off of the Yeocomico
River.
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We conduct Estate Sales
We take quality consignment
We do appraisals
We buy and sell coins

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street (across from the school)
Kilmarnock, VA
www.virginia-antiques.com

804-435-1207 or 1-800-497-0083

Your Right Hand
Concierge Service & Home Management
Handling your chores so you can
get back to enjoying life again.
Call or e-mail us for more information

info@yourrighthandva.com

577.3166
Insured

Suzanne Shepherd, Brooks Stewart and Kendall Vickery

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

September 6-18, 2011

LAST CHANCE!

Ready to see Alaska--now is the time. Travel from
Fairbanks to Denali to Anchorage aboard the
McKinley Explorer train before boarding your 5
star cruise liner, Holland America’s ms Zaandam.
See bears, pan for gold, marvel at the glaciers in
this “Great Land”. This beautiful and pristine wilderness will capture a 13 day vacation you will never
forget. Prices start at only $2100!

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200

“Come join us–we’re going places”

pecials
WWW.SPECIALSLTD.COM
68 South Main St – Kilmarnock
-ON 3AT   s 3UNDAY  
804-435-8758

BKLM KB=:R O>GM
Join us this Friday, August 5th
At both of our locations
for

Great savings and celebrations.
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Special Hours are 9:30am-7:30pm!
We have special savings throughout the store

@ Vietri 25% off
@ All Patio furniture 50% off and More!
@ Buy a Trollbeads Decorative Clasp

& Get a Bracelet for FREE
@ Children’s Items 75% off
@ Shoes from 30-75% off
@ Large Selection of Handbags from 50-75% off
@ All Earrings, Necklaces, & Bracelets are on Special!
@ All lighting 20% off

Available at both of our locations!
10859 General Puller Hwy.
Hartfield

Rt. 14
Port Haywood

804-776-7777

804-725-7156

www.mmhartfield.com
www.doitbest.com
www.mandmbuildingsupply.com
Hartfield Hours:
Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sun. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Port Haywood Hours:
Mon. – Fri. 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Closed Sun.

Starting at 5 pm we will have wine & food
tastings and will be open until 7:30 pm!
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KEEP YOUR
Who invented
the air conditioner?

Nothing could
O
be cooler

n a steaming, hot day, the
cool breeze from an air
conditioner can seem a divine
gift. Many people do not question just how the cooling effect
comes to be, accepting it as a
beneﬁt of modern technology.
Others may wonder how air
conditioning symptoms can
turn a room from sweltering
to chilly in such a short period
of time.
William Haviland Carrier is credited with being the
inventor of modern-day air
conditioning. His patent for an
“Apparatus for Treating Air”
was issued in 1906. Carrier’s
basic “Rational Psychrometric
Formulae” is still the formula
used today in the air conditioning industry.
Early air conditioning
systems were used mainly
in industry and commercial
applications. It wasn’t until
the mid 1920s that air conditioners for personal use were
manufactured.
Many people mistakenly
believe that air conditioners
work by pumping cool air into
a home. In actuality, warm air
from the home is removed and
then cycled back in as cool
air. This process continues
until the temperature is at the
desired rate.
An air conditioner has three
main parts, and works just like

a refrigerator. The parts are a
compressor, a condenser and
an evaporator. The compressor and condenser are usually
located on the outside air portion of the air conditioner. The
evaporator is located on the
inside the house, sometimes
as part of a furnace.
Air conditioners use the
evaporation of a refrigerant,
commonly called “Freon,” to
cool the air.
The basic process of air
conditioning systems has
remained unchanged for many
years. The designs of air conditioners have been modiﬁed
to make them streamlined or
accommodate different sized
houses or buildings.
(Metro News Service)

Residential & Commercial
Heating & Air Conditioning

FREE
TES
ESTIMA

Licensed & Insured
Factory Trained
Professionals

Servicing ALL of the Northern Neck
& Middle Peninsula Since 1998
Service all
Makes & Models

24 Hour
Emergency Service

redlaw@kaballero.com
www.redlawmechanical.net

GETTING
NOT ANY YOUNGER

YOU’RE

& NEITHER IS YOUR
HOME COMFORT
SYSTEM

COME R
VISIT OOUOM!
SHOWR

P E N I N S U L A H EATING & A IR

O ffering the Professional Difference
804.642.6163 | 757.877.4241 | WWW.PHA4U.COM

LIMITED TIME!

AFFINITY CONSUMER OFFER*

» YORK INSTANT REBATE ($1,400 VALUE)
» 10% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT** (UP TO $500) EXPIRES 12/31/11!
» STATE APPLIANCE REBATE ($300 VALUE)
» VIRGINIA NATURAL GAS REBATE ($500 WHEN APPLICABLE)
» FREE 10-YEAR PARTS & LABOR WARRANTY ($1,042 VALUE)
» FREE 2-YEAR ENERGY SAVINGS AGREEMENT ($349 VALUE)

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

COMBINED INCENTIVES TOTAL UP TO $3,791
CALL TODAY! 804.642.6163 or 757.877.4241

*Value based on qualifying natural gas furnace and A/C system with IAQ products. Qualifying equipment only. Offer
may vary depending on product selection. **To download and print the government’s summary of Energy Star
products that are eligible for HVAC credits for homeowners, visit www.energystar.gov/taxcredits.

Comfort, Quality,
Dependability.
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Candidate forum slated
WARSAW—John Lampmann, Margaret Ransone
and Dean Sumner, who
are seeking the Republican
nomination for Delegate in
District 99, will participate
in a candidate forum from
7 to 8:30 p.m. Monday,
August 8, at the Veterans
of Foreign Wars Hall at
73 Washington Street in
Warsaw.
They will answer questions posed by moderator
Jan Ohrmundt. The quesThe 76th annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department tions may be submitted by
Firemen’s Festival continues nightly through Saturday, the event sponsors and the
August 6, beginning at 7 p.m. Above, (from left) Connie public, said 99th District

See you at the carnival!

Henderson of Kilmarnock and Deborah Brooks of
White Stone try out the rafﬂe grand prize, a 2011 Chevy
Camaro convertible. Rafﬂe tickets are $10 each and the
drawing will be held Saturday night at the conclusion of
the carnival. Tickets may be purchased at the carnival
until they sell out.
Nathaniel Spitzer, 6, of
Newport
News
takes
a turn on Rumpus, The
Mechanical Bull (right).
He was in town visiting
his grandparents, Don
and Margaret Headley.
The ride is owned and
operated by RT’s Midway
Entertainment of Warsaw.
Below, the carnival crowd
takes advantage of a free
spin at the Dime Board.
Photos by Robert Mason Jr.
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Tea Party president Edgar
Doleman. To submit a question, arrive no later than
6:45 p.m. WKWI, 101.7
BAY FM, will broadcast
the forum.
The forum is sponsored
by the Tea parties of the
Northern Neck, said Doleman. First District Rep. Rob
Wittman will make opening
comments.
This forum was expressly
created to provide voters
with frank and honest views
of the candidates on the various issues impacting the
district, he said.

The Agenda
Local Government News
WHITE STONE—The town council will review its
monthly and year-to-date ﬁnancial reports and hear from
various committees tonight (August 4). The meeting will
begin at 7 p.m. in the town ofﬁce.
Council will hear from the town manager and police
chief, as well as budget and ﬁnance committee, building
and external environment and public safety committees.
LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, August 8, at 2172 Northumberland Highway in Lottsburg.
Topics for discussion include a review of the beginning
of the year calendar and events, and a presentation related
to new federal and state requirements for student, school
and staff assessments.

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord .com

Crying Shame
Picture Framing & Art Gallery
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KILMARNOCK—The planning commission will
review a ﬁrst draft of amendments to the Kilmarnock sign
ordinance at 6 p.m. Monday, August 8, in the town hall.
Members will continue their discussion of stricter penalties for repeat violations of the nuisance ordinance. Also
on the agenda is a review of applications for a vacated seat
on the commission after Denis Bouslough was appointed
to council.
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, August 8, in the media center at
Lancaster Middle School in Kilmarnock.
The agenda will include presentations from Tony Guzzardo on crisis planning and Matt Brent on the honor
code.
HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, August 11, in
the courts building at 39 Judicial Place in Heathsville.
A public hearing will be held at 7 p.m. to consider an
amendment to the county code to allow the use of golf carts
in the Cordrey’s Beach and Marshall’s Beach areas.
Other public hearing topics include a request from Lewis
W. McGraw Jr. to permanently place a container unit for
storage at 914 Sunnybank Road and a request from Frances
S. Packett to operate a public amusement (game arcade)
and pool room in a new laundromat in Callao.

Carrier, again, leads the
industry in new technology!

Inverter Infinity Series
20.5 SEER & 13 HSPF Ratings
L

Industry leading efficiency

L

Extra Consistent Comfort

L

Environmentaly Sound Refrigerant

L

Maximize Your Comfort

L

Quiet Operation

L

Peace of Mind

L

10 Year Limited Warranty

NEWS
BREAKS
■ Voter registration
For those not already registered to vote, the deadline
to register for the November
8 General Election is August
17. Persons may register at
the Voter Registration Ofﬁce
(Ofﬁce of the General Registrar), or designated State
Voter Registration Agency.
Those who registered to
vote other than at the local
Ofﬁce of the General Registrar and have not received a
voter registration card, should
contact the voter registrar.
In Lancaster County, call
462-5277. In Northumberland County, call 580-4655.

■ Republican Primary
for information call...

RICHARD F. HAYNIE, INC.
(EATING s #OOLING s 0LUMBING s %LECTRICAL

804-580-6821

A Republican Primary
will be held August 23 to
nominate a Republican party
candidate for House of Delegates in District 99. Candidates seeking the nomination are Margaret Ransone
of Kinsale, Dean Sumner of
Heathsville and John Lampmann of Port Royal.
Polls will be open from
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. All registered voters may participate
regardless of party afﬁliation. Virginia is an open
primary state which means
that any qualiﬁed voter can
vote in either party’s primary
election.
However, voters may only
participate in one political
party’s primary on the same
election day. Voting in a party’s primary does not hinder
the voter’s choices in future
elections (primary or general).

■ Absentee voting
August 16 is the last day
an absentee ballot can be
mailed for the August 23
Republican Primary. August
20 is the last day a qualiﬁed
applicant can vote by absentee ballot in person at the
Voter Registration Ofﬁce in
the locality where they are
registered to vote.
In addition to regular
ofﬁce hours, the Voter Registration ofﬁces at 8694
Mary Ball Road in Lancaster and at 72 Monument
Place in Heathsville will be
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
August 20.

GOT THE I TC H TO
PLACE AN AD?
Mail@RRecord.com

Dunn-Rite Auto Sales, Inc.

Come by our Kilmarnock location and check
out our full range of Pre-owned Vehicles
Warranties included with all Dunn-Rite Auto Sales vehicles
Ask about our Guaranteed Financing
804-435-2021
405 NORTH MAIN ST. (acoss from McDonalds) Kilmanock, VA
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or
Fact
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

Crisis remains

by Robert Mason Jr.
Another two weeks have
passed and I still have yet to
get out on the water.
I have a couple of boating
friends (to protect the innocent, we’ll call them Dave
and Jeremy).
Currently, they are pursuing separate “projects,”
which they have yet to set
aﬂoat. Apparently pretested
boat refurbishing is a forever
hobby.
I’m sure they will welcome
me aboard if they ever get
their boats in the water.
Meanwhile, I’m still brushing up on those nauticalrelated cliches found in The
Dictionary of Cliches by
James Rogers.
Picking up where we left
off:
s h(IGH AND DRYv 3TRANDED
as in without a boat of my
own, I’m high and dry on
shore.
s h(OOK LINE AND SINKERv
Swallowed all of it. This was
preceded by “To swallow a
gudgeon,” a gudgeon being
a small ﬁsh used for bait.
Either way, we could remain
high and dry if we’re gullible enough to believe Dave
or Jeremy will ever get their
boats overboard.
s h)N OVER HIS HEADv /VERextended, unable to cope
because he has gone farther
than his ability will carry him.
The analogy is to swimming,
but maybe Dave and Jeremy
are in over their heads.
s h*URY RIGGEDv ! MAKEshift repair. The term comes
from the older “jury mast”
and we all know Dave and
Jeremy are do-it-yourselfers.
s h+EEP YOUR HEAD ABOVE
water” - To avoid disaster. If I
want to keep my head above
water, maybe I should give
Dave and Jeremy a rest.
s h+NOW THE ROPESv 4O BE
familiar with the task at hand.
When it comes to boats, Dave
and Jeremy know the ropes.
s h-UDDY THE WATERSv
Confuse things, or cause
trouble. Imagine ﬁshing in
clear waters and along come
Dave and Jeremy.
s h/LD COOTv !N ELDERLY
person, usually a man who
is somewhat dull-witted or
eccentric. Picture the waterfowl.
s h/N THE ROCKSv 3UFFERING
troubles. Picture a couple of
old coots run up on the rocks
in their newly refurbished
“yachts.”
s h0ADDLE YOUR OWN CANOEv
- Take care of your own
affairs. Dave and Jeremy are
probably wishing I’d paddle
my own canoe.
s h0IPE DOWNv 4O STOP
making so much noise. Of
naval origin, the phrase
derives from a boatswain’s
signal.
s h0LUMB THE DEPTHSv 'ET
to the bottom. Prior to sonar,
to determine the depth of
uncharted waters a sailor
might lean from the bow with
a plumb line.
s h0OUR OIL ON TROUBLED
waters” - To ease a turbulent
or difﬁcult situation. Apparently oil calms the waves.
To be continued.

Big Eli demonstrates how fast the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department
Firemen’s Festival comes and goes.

Photo by George Christopher
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the August 4, 1911,
issue of the Virginia Citizen)
Boat Notes

Steamer Essex, owned by the
M.D.&V.R’y Co. and for many years on
the Rappahannock River route, has been
sold to New York parties. The Essex
was badly damaged by fire in Baltimore
harbor some months ago and will probably be rebuilt before put into commission.
A United States Revenue cutter was
in Carter’s Creek last week overhauling gasoline boats to ascertain if they
are conforming with the Government
requirements. After steaming a short
distance up the Rappahannock Friday
she left for other waters.
Irvington

J. T. Rilee and son, Eugene, were in
Baltimore this week.
Robert French, of Ohio and Panama,
visited friends here this week.
Miss Lydia and Ida Boggs, of Atlantic
City, N.J., are visiting Miss Grace Long.
Misses Myrtle White and Kittie
Dietrich, of Baltimore, are guests of
Miss Norma Bussells.
“Doc” Baugher and sister, Miss
Annie, and Miss Mary Chamberlayne,
arrived at Irvington Beach Hotel this
week.
White Stone

Herbert Ingram is home from vacation. E. Bruce Squires left Tuesday to
spend vacation at Lake George and
White Mountains, New York.
Miss Laura Utz, of Madison, is visit-
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ing her sister, Mrs. C. A. Hall.
Miss Mary Koolage, of Norfolk, is
visiting Mrs. Lelia Bruce.
Ottoman

Dr. Russell Cottingham and family
have returned to Remington, Va. after a
three-week visit to his parental home.
Mrs. Atchison, of Laurel, Md., is visiting Mrs. Collin Chilton.
Mrs. Frank Pullen and three sons of
Roland Park in Baltimore, are visiting Mrs. J.E. Blakemore and attending
Wharton Grove camp.
Mrs. George H. Steuart and children
are spending this week at Wharton
Grove camp.
Arthur and Henry McGinness and a
party of young ladies are visiting Mr.
and Mrs. Frank P. McGinness.
Ball Harper is on a short visit at his
parental home near here.
Mrs. Lyell Ficklin and son are on a
two-week visit to Urbanna.
Wharton Grove

The meetings are bigger, broader and
better than ever. Every cottage on the
grounds was occupied at the beginning.
The campers came in early as if they
meant business.
Revs. H. M. Wharton and F. W. Claybrook, who started this camp 18 years
ago, were together at the opening. The
crowds Sunday were large, estimated
between five to six thousand and made
up of people a hundred miles around.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd,
volunteer of the Mary Ball Washington
Museum and Library)

Losing respect
for the president

It seems the debt ceiling
issue has spawned a new
industry. It could be called
“Slight of Hand.”
We were bent on using this
crisis as a catalyst for cleaning
up some of the spending ills
which have besieged us for
several decades, growing disproportionately most recently.
We are addressing the problem
by spooning the clouds from
the sky, not the dirt from the
earth. Nothing of substance is
occurring.
We are not creating immediate cuts in anything. We are
cutting future expenditures.
We have not speciﬁed the
costs to be cut, that is to be
accomplished by yet another
commission to study and recommend said cuts. We have
already had a commission to
study and recommend cuts,
which was virtually rebuked
by our president, who by the
way, commissioned the commission. We are dealing in
air, not substance, and going
through excruciating pain in
so doing, putting off an inevitable repeat of this performance.
The scare tactics emanating
from the sound bites used to
get a point across have created false ideas and confusion
among our people. Sit among
a crowd in an open venue and
listen to the conclusions being
reached. It is startling, and the
posturing is therefore working.
We have been watching
political posturing at its best,
and performance at its worst.
The jawboning has brought
no real cost cuts to the table
and no real plans for revision
of anything. The answers to
many of our present and future
problems are at hand, and with
a minimal impact on each of
us if we had politicians who
were willing to bite the bullet
and take the necessary stand,
not personally so focused on
saving their own positions in
the world.
It is always the other guy’s
fault. We have heard lots of
options, but few, if any, have
shown the willingness to risk
his or her own neck in fear of
“unelecting” themselves and
their party. How sad, and at
what cost will this continue?
This vote puts off the problemsolving for yet another day,
and the bill is yet to be paid.
I mistakenly thought the
crisis would yield a solution,
but it has not.

In response to those who
responded to my letter
appearing July 21, the deﬁnition for fumigate is to apply
smoke, vapor, or gas (votes)
as a means of disinfecting or
disinfesting; to get rid of i.e., to vote the self-serving,
egotistical bums out.
I have a great deal of
respect for the ofﬁce of
the President of the United
States, but I ﬁnd it increasingly difﬁcult to respect our
current president. I am convinced now that he is determined to change our great
republic into a Europeanstyle socialist form of government. And, by the way,
race has absolutely nothing
to do with my distaste and
distrust for our president
and his “advisors.” They all
need to go as soon as possible (2012).
As for “Be careful what
you ask for,” it seems to me
my good friend and skipper
of the beautiful VOLARE
missed the point of my letter.
Our economy is sinking fast,
people are suffering, and the
only life ring our president
offers is much bigger government, higher taxes, and
tighter regulations for businesses.
My friend must be much
younger than I think, or has
a short memory if he doesn’t
know or remember that we
enjoyed economic prosperity during the Reagan years
brought about by sound economic policies that did not
strap businesses and hurt
job creation. Tax dollars
were raised by growing the
economy, not by government
spending. Reaganomics was
not perfect, but it worked.
Obamanomics clearly is not
working.
On another note, does
anyone see what is about
to happen to our military
budget? Does it ring a bell
that it resembles the Carter
years?
If our military is weakened to the extent it now
appears it will be, that will
be another “nail in our
cofﬁn.”
And, if Obama is elected
to another term, then our
kids and grandkids will
never enjoy the freedom and
prosperity we enjoyed before
Obama. How fortunate we
have been and how sad for
our kids and grandkids.

Herb Aman,
Irvington

Ned Crockett,
Irvington

Do you
remember?
This photo from a post card mailed in
1916 from Kilmarnock promotes
“The
New Kilmarnock.” It was found on eBay
and loaned to the Kilmarnock Museum
by Steve Bonner. The North Main Street
scene shows the former Brent Building
that housed Palmer & Moore Company and
the Kilmarnock Auditorium. To the right of
the Brent Building are Ellis V. Richardson
Druggist and Sergent’s Department Store.
The store to the left is believed to be Acree’s
Furniture, said museum president Carroll
Lee Ashburn. The Holly Ball was held in the
auditorium, among other events. “Do you
remember?” is a community service of the
Kilmarnock Museum.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

O

ne of the great delights of living in
the Northern Neck is experiencing
our unique use of idioms. For instance, as
in the previous sentence, the idiomatically
correct expression is “in the Northern
Neck,” not “on the Northern Neck.” Use
of the latter terminology establishes one
as a Come Here, not as yet “au courant”
with our particular manners and ways.
The other side of the term “Come
Here” is native, and in recent years we
have come to see the language grow
with the inclusion of a new designation,
“Come Back.” The latter is someone
who was born and reared here but subsequently went away for reasons of work
or marriage, and now has returned to our
“moated Eden,” to use the phrase of the
late historian, C. Jackson Simmons. My
good wife uses another term to describe
herself and others in a similar situation,
namely, “Brought Here,” but that is a subject for another day.
Among the Come Backs, one of the
quintessential couples would be Karen

I often have observed that
Curly mows his perfectly
appointed lawn more frequently than many folks
wash their dishes.
and Curly Harcum. Karen grew up in her
family home on the ancestral land farmed
by several generations at Remo, and after
she and Curly, who grew up on his family
land in Weems, were married in 1976,
they moved to a new home in Chester to
make their careers in the city.
Curly, whose father, Elzie Harcum, had
worked on the water all his life, found
employment in the tobacco industry in
Richmond. Karen worked as a teacher’s
aide in the Chesterﬁeld school system,
utilizing her extraordinary structural and
organizational talents to the betterment
of the children in her charge. They raised

their daughters, Kelli and Melissa, there,
and after the girls’ high school education
was complete, Karen and Curly retired
and returned to the Northern Neck. They
built a new home on Karen’s family
land, and began replicating the meticulous landscaping that characterized their
Chester home.
I often have observed that Curly mows
his perfectly appointed lawn more frequently than many folks wash their
dishes. If I were ever to pass by his house
and see three blades of grass out of place,
I should worry after his health. Within
his neatly fenced garden he has the tallest
asparagus in the Northern Neck.
For her part, Karen not only has moved
home physically, but has returned to the
traditional Northern Neck ways of living,
not to imply that she had abandoned them
while passing those years in the big city.
This time of year she is occupied with
preserving items grown in their garden,
and raising ﬂowers to complement Curly’s
lawn. Karen is a Conley, the daughter of

Hazel and J.P., and she comes by good,
old-fashioned, country living naturally.
She and Curly have been joined in their
migration back to the Northern Neck by
their daughter, Kelli, and her husband,
Buck, along with their two children. Kelli
is one who is opening up another deﬁnition of residency. Having been born and
raised in the Richmond area to parents
of prodigious Northern Neck lineage,
she is neither a native, nor a Come Here,
and clearly not a Come Back. I leave it to
her to deﬁne her own exact designation.
As to her children, Ryan and Samantha,
they will be blessed with the totality of
a Northern Neck heritage. At their own
home Buck has revived a former Conley
family tradition of animal husbandry,
a subject with which he is quite wellversed, having long experience raising
and trading livestock.
Tomorrow is Karen’s birthday, a reason
for celebration, and to be glad that she
and Curly “Came Back.” Happy Birthday,
Karen! “Ad Multos Annos!”
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Concerns raised
about proposed
power plant
I have heard that the
Northern
Neck
Electric Cooperative and Old
Dominion Electric Cooperative support a plan for
construction of a $6 billion,
massive coal burning power
plant just 35 miles from the
Chesapeake Bay.
This plant would emit
110,000 pounds of toxic
emissions daily and 60 tons
of poisonous coal ash.
I feel this Cypress Creek
Power Plant would have a
devastating effect on our
environment,
affecting
the health of our wildlife,
marine life, plant life and
the economies which rely
on their existence and our
human health as well. It
would also undermine our
efforts to renew the Chesapeake Bay.
I am hoping that the board
will address this issue at the
annual meeting. I have only
heard one side of the story
and I would like to hear
from them why they chose
this method over cleaner,
less expensive and sustainable energy solutions.
I urge members of the
Northern Neck Electric
Cooperative to attend the
annual members meeting
at Northumberland High
School on August 4 at 7 p.m.
to express your concerns.
Carol Korman,
Heathsville

Coal is not
necessarily a
dirty resource
I am a high school science
teacher. A colleague and I
recently attended “Project
Coal to Electricity,” a program
for teachers, at UVA Wise in
Southwest Virginia.
I expected to get a “feel
good” spiel like a cigarette
company might have presented
when trying to show that their
product was not harmful. Was
I wrong!
I never expected to ﬁnd out
our coal reserves are comparable to oil reserves in the
Middle East.
As I researched the Cypress
Creek plant, I realized that the
proposed plant in Surry is very
much like the Virginia City
Hybrid Energy Center, a new
type of coal-powered generator that will go online in the
near future that burns wood
and coal that would otherwise

be discarded.
Nearly every industry has
a past that includes pollution
and product failures. Many of
Virginia’s coal-powered power
plants are using technology
that is nearly 50 years old.
Consider the automobile—
how efﬁcient were they 50
years ago? Technology has
improved both gas mileage
and the safety of vehicles in
the last 50 years—the same
has happened to the coal
industry.
Coal is no longer the dirty
resource it once was. I learned
there are some great companies that mine coal in ways
that do not pollute the environment. Companies are able to
restore land to its Approximate
Original Contour (AOC).
Speakers included Sen.
Phillip Puckett, Tony Scales
of the Virginia Division of
Mine, Minerals and Energy,
project managers for the
Virginia City Hybrid Power
Plant, ofﬁcials from Alpha
Natural Resources, CONSOL
Energy, Sun Energy, and the
local representative for the
Powell River Project—an
extension of Virginia Tech that
creates and tests strategies for
reclaimed mine sites.
There is more than one type
of coal. Steam coal is burned
in power plants and metallurgic coal is heated to produce
coke, an ingredient in steel.
Steel cannot be manufactured
without coal and this grade of
coal is not common. There are
sources in Buchanan County.
We toured a surface mine.
Unless a seam (layer) is 60
inches thick, underground
mining cannot be done. A
company ofﬁcial explained
that his company works to
leave the land productive. In
some areas many people actually want the mine restored to
ﬂat land.
We went down into two
mines. The top priority for
both companies was safety
ﬁrst, compliance with permits
and regulations second. Representatives from both companies said that if those ﬁrst
two values were met the rest
(proﬁts) would take care of
themselves.
We also learned:
s #OAL BED METHANE IS NATU
ral gas. It is recovered from
mining operations before and
after mining. Capturing methane is done for the safety of the
miners and to keep it out of the
atmosphere as it is a powerful
greenhouse gas.
s 6IRGINIA 4ECH HAS CON
structed a plant that injects

captured carbon dioxide into
deep saline layers where it can
be safely stored. They ﬁnd that
about 80% of the carbon dioxide injected stays in those deep
layers.
s #OAL PROVIDES OUR BASELINE
power—it is what we depend
on for most of our energy
needs. There are safe ways
to recover coal and to use the
energy stored there.
Certainly we saw the best
of the best. But here is my
message—there is a BEST!
Coal is a natural resource that
can be managed to beneﬁt our
world as a source of clean and
available energy.
I learned that I should not
take ideas about coal from
my elementary school Weekly
Reader. Technology has created advances in nearly every
facet of industry and it was
silly for me to think otherwise.
Please take some time and
ﬁnd out more. Look at videos
of my trip on youtube.com
Search for mariloumccrosky.
Marilou McCrosky,
Wicomico Church

Preserving town
council’s authority
There is no power struggle
on Kilmarnock Town Council between the mayor and
me. The power struggle exists
between the mayor and council.
In Kilmarnock’s form of
government, council makes
the decisions. Mr. Booth
refuses to accept this fact and
continues to dictate to your
elected representatives. Therefore, when he passes down
edicts or attempts to violate
the Town Charter, I call him
on it.
Section 6 of the Charter
states council may appoint a
town manager: “The administrative and executive powers
of the town are those of the
town manager,” not the mayor.
The mayor is to chair council
meetings, sign ofﬁcial documents, letters and resolutions,
serve as a spokesperson for
council with its permission,
and attend public functions.
Mr. Booth has reneged on obligations by failing to represent
the town at most public and
private functions.
As chair of council meetings, the
mayor should
remain impartial. Mr. Booth
expresses his opinions, often
rudely, in a seeming attempt
to sway the vote “his” way,
and has publicly embarrassed employees in council
and committee meetings. He
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made threatening remarks to a
newspaper reporter regarding
her job with witnesses present. He appointed himself to
committees although he is an
ex-ofﬁcio member of every
committee.
When an elected ofﬁcial
fails to follow procedures,
duties, or law, there is an obligation to speak up. I will continue to caution the mayor that
if proper procedures are not
followed, there can be serious
consequences.
A single individual must
not usurp the authority of the
council!
Mr. Booth could be an effective mayor if he would get on
with the business at hand and
abide by the Town Charter and
Code of Virginia.
Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Council member, Kilmarnock
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From the Potomac Rivah to
the York Rivah — A FREE
Guide to the Northern Neck
and Middle Peninsula

Nominate a
homegrown
candidate
Last fall, Margaret Ransone
of Westmoreland County paid
a visit to our home in Farnham when she was exploring
her chances to run for Delegate for the 99th District.
My wife and I spent a hour
and a half discussing with
Margaret the concerns, factors, and problems effecting
the Northern Neck. We were
impressed with her energy ,
enthusiasm and desire to take
on this responsibility.
Margaret Ransone has the
past experience in working
with the House and Senate
in Richmond. She is a solid
conservative, is pro family,
pro life and pro gun rights.
Margaret represents a new
generation of candidates with
fresh ideas and this impressive energy and enthusiasm, plus the willingness to
work to represent the citizens
of the Northern Neck in the
General Assembly.
I urge you to vote for Margaret Ransone on August 23
to represent the 99th District—a homegrown candidate? Yes Indeed!

Advertise in the
September Rivah!
Up to 23,000 copies on
newsstands September 1!
SUPER SAVINGS by advertising in
more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline: August 17
Call the Southside Sentinel at 758-2328 or
the Rappahannock Record at 435-1701
soon for more information!

Don’t forget to ask about our
Rivah website Special!

Carlton Kemper,
Farnham
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is offering our
Livable Neighborhood Water Stewardship
Leader Course in the Northern Neck this summer. This program is not only easy and effective,
it’s fun! Participants will receive a free rain barrel!
Registration is required!
E-mail: education@riverfriends.org or
richard.moncure@riverfriends.org
Web: www.riverfriends.org
Phone: 540-373-3448 x115
Friends of the Rappahannock will provide you the
materials, training, and ongoing support to be a leader in
your community! Learn how to create, teach, and
motivate a team of friends, neighbors, and/or colleagues
to improve water quality and efﬁciency.

3UHVHQWHGE\7KH2UFKDUGLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWK
7KH$O]KHLPHU·V$VVRFLDWLRQ

7KXUVGD\$XJXVW
0DJQROLD0DQRUDW7KH2UFKDUG'HOIDH'U:DUVDZ
'RRUVRSHQDW300RYLHEHJLQVDW30
5HIUHVKPHQWVDQGGHVVHUWVWREHVHUYHG
)ROORZLQJWKHRQHKRXUPRYLHSDQHOLVWV0DU\$QQ-RKQVRQ0$
RIWKH$O]KHLPHU·V$VVRFLDWLRQDQG3DWULFLD:6ODWWXP3KDUP'
RI9&8ZLOOEHDYDLODEOHWRDQVZHU\RXUTXHVWLRQV
7KH2UFKDUGLVWKH1RUWKHUQ1HFN·VSURYLGHURIFKRLFHIRUGHGLFDWHG
PHPRU\FDUHDVVLVWHGOLYLQJDQGVKRUWWHUPUHVSLWHFDUH

Upcoming Course:
August 13, 9:30pm-1:30pm in Warsaw

A Riverside Retirement Community
Imagine a neighborhood where green space is the rule
and asphalt is the exception. Imagine a community where
every piece of landscape is used as a water purifying ﬁlter.
Imagine a residential street where the attractive riverscape
invites you to stroll down it. Imagine a home that helps
improve the health of our watershed...You are imagining a
Livable Neighborhood! Sign-up TODAY!

(804) 313-2400
20 Delfae Drive (off Richmond Highway), Warsaw

orchardliving.org
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Points
for clariﬁcation
I agree with Mr. Bonner’s
pride in our lovely town of
Kilmarnock.
I wish to publicly thank
Steve for his quick response
by moving the rolling billboard from the vacant lot.
Moving it within days after
the town council meeting
two weeks ago sure cleaned
up the appearance of North
Main Street. I had referred
to the truck sign as an eye
sore, destroying the millions
of taxpayer dollars spent to
beautify the Steptoe’s District.
When I spoke at the town
council meeting I had no
intention of, nor did I feel
that I was attacking anyone.
My only desire was to hear
answers to a few questions
which have bothered me for
some time.
Looking at a rolling billboard parked on a lot or on a
street for weeks and months
at a time bothers me. If other
taxpayers feel that it is ﬁne,
great. This was my opinion.
My other difﬁculty is
seeing around the large
brick sign at Brent and
School streets. It must only
be something that bothers
me and will be mine until
a school child is injured.
Again, that is just me...or
is it? I am just the guy who
stood up and requested the
planning commission to
address these two things as
they revised the Kilmarnock
Sign Ordinance. That was
my request to town council
at the meeting.
Never did I mention any
personal displeasure to a
neon sign at councilman
Donahue’s property. All I
said was that I heard the sign
ordinance was under review
because of a neon sign.
Shucks, I have never even
noticed the sign, but councilman Donahue seemed
to be disgusted by its presence as an experiment and
is removing it. This was no
attack.
I questioned the authority
of Mayor Booth to appoint
himself as the town council liaison to the planning
commission. The rules say
council shall appoint the
liaison. I was told that I was
wrong. If this was an attack,
I apologize for questioning
his authority.
You see my problem is
that I am old and remember
the way things were always
done. For more than 20
years, our honorable mayor
Edward J. Davis was the
liaison. Never did he have a
vote. The very deﬁnition of
the word “liaison” is: a link
of communication between
two entities usually in a corporate setting.
When I questioned this
point, our town attorney
simply replied to me that the
Kilmarnock Planning Commission By-Laws had been
changed. I checked and
found that the May 9, 2011,
Revised By-Laws, Article
2.1, in the longest sentence
ever written, allows the liaison to cast one of the seven
votes allowed—I think that
is what it says, read it for
yourselves.
There is no intent on my
part to perpetuate negative
exchanges, for this can do
nothing to help the town of

Kilmarnock.
However, I encourage
other taxpayers to see what
is going on and to ask questions. Attend council and
planning commission meetings.
Kilmarnock is a council
and manager form of government with a very well
qualiﬁed town manager and
staff. Let us support them
and continue to grow.
Bob Smith,
Kilmarnock

Nominate Sumner
Vote for Dean Sumner in
the Republican Primary on
August 23.
Passionate on issues and
small-business
friendly,
Dean, as the only person
running who has actually been elected to public
ofﬁce, is one candidate who
is a truly dedicated, lifelong,
conservative Republican.
He has proven that he
is a committed individual
who will work tirelessly to
make things better for all
in the Northern Neck. As
a member of the Northumberland school board, he is
the one candidate who has
had to personally deal with
today’s difﬁcult economic
realities on public education.
Others running for this
critical ofﬁce have chitchatted about what they
think about things, whereas,
Dean Sumner has successfully dealt with complex,
dynamic government funding and administrative
issues.
Honest and knowledgeable on what’s important
to all of Virginia with a
common sense assessment
of the Northern Neck’s local
economy and its ‘personality,’ Dean can, and will,
make a positive difference
for all in the 99th District,
not just a few.
The 99th doesn’t need
anyone with any sort of
questionable background
representing its constituents; it needs someone who
is solid, capable, proven and
experienced. Dean Sumner
is that someone. Please give
this experienced conservative your consideration and
your vote on August 23.
Ed Gunderson,
Colonial Beach

Ransone knows
the Northern Neck
Have you met Margaret
Ransone? Have you noticed
her Ransone for Delegate
signs around lately? If you
don’t know Margaret, make
it your priority to meet her.
She’s different. She looks
you in the eye and listens.
It’s not difﬁcult to ﬁnd her.
Margaret is everywhere
these days.
We in Virginia’s 99th
District are very fortunate
to have a person of Margaret Ransone’s character and
ability running in the August
23 Republican primary for
nomination as candidate for
the House of Delegates. For
many years Margaret has
been a recognized leader in
her community and throughout the Northern Neck.
As a member of Virginia’s
House of Delegates, Margaret Ransone will be one of
the most qualiﬁed elected
representatives in Richmond

to lead the constant struggle
to improve the business
and economic environment
for the Northern Neck and
the Commonwealth. She
is a hard-working business woman, who has been
a leader in behalf of small
business. Over the years, to
aid and advance our local
economy, she has advocated
business policies directly
to lawmakers in Richmond
and Washington D.C.
Through her business
experience,
Margaret
knows the negative effects
of an overpowering government and will work hard to
limit the growth of government, for large government
adversely affects communities and businesses (jobs).
Margaret Ransone is
familiar with the roots of
the community she will represent. Born and raised in
the 99th District, she knows
its industry, the ins and outs
of local business structures
and resources. The Northern
Neck and the 99th District is
unique and needs someone
in Richmond who understands this uniqueness.
As a volunteer at the
YMCA and a Sunday school
teacher at the Carmel United
Methodist Church, Margaret
gives much of her personal
free time to her community.
Margaret Ransone refuses
to attack her opponents and
has run a positive campaign
on the issues.
A vote for Margaret
Ransone in the Republican
Party primary on August 23
will be a positive endorsement for a strong, conservative candidate to represent
Virginia’s 99th District in
Richmond.
Douglas D. Monroe Jr.,
Irvington

Debt adds up
Let’s look at some facts
about this national debt
business.
For the past few weeks,
courtesy of the Teahadists, Republicans, and the
right-wing lie machine, we
have been treated to lies,
misrepresentations,
and
kabuki theater regarding
our national debt.
To hear them tell it, our
national debt was zero
when President Obama
took ofﬁce and he has
loaded up our national
credit card with $14 trillion in debt.
Wrong.
Here are the facts about
the national debt.
When Reagan took ofﬁce
our national debt was
about $1 trillion. Reagan
added $1.9 trillion. Bush
I added $1.5 trillion. Clinton added $1.4 trillion.
Bush II added $6.1 trillion.
Obama added $2.4 trillion.
Thus, we ﬁnd that most
of our $14 trillion national
debt was caused by Republican
presidents—$9.5
trillion—while Democrats
Clinton and Obama have
added only $3.8 trillion.
Now that we see that
Reagan-Bushonomics is
a failure, how about we
get serious about national
ﬁscal policy and tax cuts,
for the wealthiest Americans do not represent
sound ﬁscal policy.
Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

On behalf of the Mayor, Town Council, and the
residents of Irvington, the Parade Committee
would like to thank the following persons for
their help with the Fourth of July Parade:

Creative Designs for making the signs.
The Kilmarnock YMCA for providing hot dogs, chips, and
drinks.
Mr. Bruce Sanders
Ms. Diane Cook-Tench
The Wilshin-Harris Families
Mrs. Barbara Whitbeck for use of their property
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Robertson for use of their property and
coordinating the children on bikes.
Mr. Randy Graham
Mr. Jimmy Carter
Mr. Jeff Arnold
Ms. Ann Meekins
Ms. Elizabeth Miller
Mr. Scott Graham
For driving dignitaries

Mrs. Rachel Pugliese
Mr. Rob Westbrook
Mr. Carl Gerster
Mr. Garey Conrad
Mrs. Pauline Sulick

Clemens & Nancy VonMerveldt
Bill & Sheila Breeden
Leigh Breeden
Beverly Randolph for volunteering.
Northumberland H.S. Jr. ROTC
Mr. W. R. Rowe, Jr
Ms. Juliette Wiebe
Mr. David Cheek
Mr. Jeff Bishop
Mr. Jay Alga
Mr. Jim McQuoid
Mr. Dermot McNulty
For serving as Marshals

Mr. Bob Morrison
Mr. William Bryant
Mr. Stanford Crockett
Mr. Dutch Heidsieck

Mr. Skip Ferguson for photographing the parade
Mr. Lee Stephens for announcing the parade
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Pettey for their hospitality to the Shriners
All the participants, because YOU WERE THE PARADE!

The Parade Committee:
Ralph D. Ransone, Alexander McD. Fleet, Pete Thompson,
Robert Hardesty, David Raffetto, Jeffrey Arnold, Barbara
Whitbeck, Nancy and Andy Anderson, Dermot McNulty,
David Headley, and Jackie Burrell.

