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Kilmarnock ends
2010-11 fiscal cycle
with $400,000 surplus
by Audrey Thomasson
KILMARNOCK—Tax
collections helped the town end the
ﬁscal year with a surplus of some
$400,000, according to a preliminary report released this week to
the Kilmarnock Town Council.
Total revenue was $3,395,692
with increases of 9.3% in the general fund, 9.1% in water and 16.2%
in sewer against the budget.
Total expenses were $3,711,080
with savings of 8.5% in the general fund, 16.9 percent in water
and 6.6% in sewer over the budget
projections.
The cash surplus of $284,612
when added to an expected reimbursement on the Mary Ball
Community Block Grant project
results in an estimated $400,000
surplus, reported vice mayor William Smith.
“Please remember these are preliminary ﬁgures. We haven’t closed
the books yet,” he stressed.
Against projections, real estate

taxes were up 10%, local sales tax
receipts were ﬂat, lodging taxes
were down 3%, meals taxes were
up 4%, cigarette taxes were up
12% and bank franchise fees were
up 30%, said town manager Tom
Saunders.
He noted sewer connection fees
were up as a result of the Mercer
Place apartments, Springwood
development and other home construction.
“On the operating side, water
and sewer are almost exactly what
we expected.”
Saunders warned that the town
still has to take money out of
the reserve account for capital
improvements such as the Mary Kids from the Northumberland County YMCA enjoy a cool splash in the pool in Lively. Photo by Audrey
Ball Community project, and Thomasson
water and sewer rehabs, extensions, wells and tanks. In addition, the town wants to start
developing the new addition to
the industrial park off Harris
Road, add sidewalks in town
call for a lawn tractor that caught ﬁre.
by Audrey Thomasson
and extend Main Street work up
Neither Northumberland or Lancaster counties
Irvington Road.
ast week’s heat wave that pummeled large parts
received any calls from citizens looking for a coolof the Eastern and Southern states has subsided, ing shelter.
at least for now.
However, Walmart was unusually crowded on
In Northumberland, county administrator Kenny
Friday, one of the hottest days. According to one
Eades said the heat index reached as high as 116
employee, people were hanging out in the air-condidegrees one day and was still at 103 degrees at 7
tioned store to stay cool.
p.m. at night.
The sopping wet humidity and nighttime temNorthumberland volunteer ﬁreﬁghters, wearing
peratures that remained above 80 degrees prompted
full ﬁre-ﬁghting gear, responded to two structural
Lancaster’s new chief of emergency services, Chrisﬁres during the National Weather Service’s heat
tina Hubbard, to put a plan in place before the next
advisory, which also warned of poor air quality and stretch of 100-plus weather.
advised people to stay indoors.
“I’m looking into cooling shelters...for the
“It was pretty grueling on them,” Eades said.
future,” Hubbard said. She also noted that the
“The Mid-County Rescue Squad helped out” keepDepartment of Social Services has a state-funded
ing ﬁremen hydrated and making sure they took
program for qualiﬁed low-income households
plenty of breaks, said Eades. “I can’t imagine trying with residents over 60 years or under 6 years of
to wear all that equipment.”
age to repair or replace air conditioners or supply
Lancaster ﬁreﬁghters fared better with only one
fans.

Surviving the heat wave

Sumner rallies supporters
CALLAO–Dean Sumner, a candidate for the Republican nomination for the House of Delegates
in District 99, recently staged a
campaign rally at Luna’s Steak
and Seafood in Callao. The crowd
gathered to hear Sumner’s position
on current issues and to enjoy the
cuisine and ambience of the new
restaurant.
Sumner was introduced by
Charlie Santangelo, the owner of
Luna’s, who opened the new restaurant after a ﬁve-year tenure as
manager of The Moorings in Kinsale. Santangelo praised Sumner
as the only Republican candidate
to ever hold elected ofﬁce (three
terms on the Northumberland
school board), and a small-business founder and operator like
himself.
“Dean Sumner knows the economy ﬁrst-hand. He has created jobs
and dealt with the regulations and
bureaucracies that stiﬂe growth in
Virginia,” said Santangelo.
Sumner said his experience
with the government in Richmond
had taught him two valuable lessons. The bureaucracy often acts
with no legal authority, and often
has no concern for the effects of
its actions on local jobs and businesses. He pledged to introduce
legislation requiring a “statement
of legal basis” and an “economic
impact statement” for any administrative action.
Sumner also warned the crowd

L

Health Department reminds residents
extreme heat requires protective actions
Dean Sumner

of “unfunded mandates” coming
from Richmond to the counties
and towns of the Northern Neck.
He cited the example of changes
in the building codes that required
expensive upgrades to the public
water systems in Reedville and
Warsaw that may not have been
necessary in rural areas.
“One size does not ﬁt all,” said
Sumner. He also pledged to ﬁght
against such “hidden tax hikes”
after the fall election.
Sumner is in a race for the nomination with John Lampmann of
Port Royal and Margaret Ransone
of Kinsale. The Republican Primary is August 23.

NORFOLK—When the daytime
heat index reaches or exceeds 110
degrees, it is even more important
that people follow recommendations to protect themselves from
the extreme heat.
The very young, the very old,

persons living with disabilities
and chronic illnesses, and persons
under the inﬂuence of alcohol and
drugs are at increased risk for
heat-related illness during periods
of extreme heat.
“During times of excessive

Hon. Lamar Smith is special
guest at Lampmann gathering
WASHINGTON, D.C.—Eleven
former colleagues and friends gathered July 25 at a townhouse blocks
from the U.S. Capitol for a reception to wish John Lampmann well
in his candidacy for Virginia’s 99th
District Delegate Republican nomination.
The chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, Lamar Smith was
a special guest. Lampmann was
Smith’s chief of staff for 18 years
and is a personal friend of 25 years.
It was the ﬁrst time Smith, who
has been elected to 12 terms, and his
three chiefs of staff over that period
had been together in one place.
In addition to the chiefs of staff
attending, there were seven current
and former Smith legislative staff
including staff from the House Judiciary Committee. Some invitees
were working on the House Floor
where votes where proceeding and
thus were unable to attend. All had
worked with Lampmann when he
was Smith’s chief of staff.

The youngest attendee was the
four-month-old son brought by his
father, a former Smith staff member
that Lampmann ﬁrst hired and
trained. He now is chief of staff for
a Florida member of Congress.
The ﬁnal attendee works for an
immigration reform group.
The event was a fund-raiser;
$2,100 was raised.
“The event was not about the
money. It was an expression from
longtime friends of warm and personal support for my efforts for
which I am very grateful,” Lampmann said. “It was held near the
Capitol because the House is in session.”
Lampmann has pledged to take
no contributions from individuals
outside the 99th District that have
an interest in decision-making in
the Virginia General Assembly or
the executive branch. The event and
the personal contributions made are
consistent with that standard, he
The 76th annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Firemen’s
said.
Festival opens tonight, July 28, at the carnival grounds off Waverly

76th carnival session opens tonight

Wiley Foundation awards
$100,000 to Boys & Girls Club
See story on page D8

6

56525 10491

6

Business ...............C6-7
Calendar .................. B2
Churches ..............B5-8
Classiﬁed .............D1-7

Avenue in Kilmarnock. Through August 6 (except Sundays) the
festival offers rides, games, food and rafﬂes from 7 to 10 p.m. week
nights and 7 to 11 p.m. weekends, according to president Johnny
Smith. Admission is free; games and rides are $2 to $5. The grand
prize drawing for a 2011 Chevrolet Camaro convertible will be held
at the conclusion of the festival August 6. Tickets are $10 and may
be purchased at the festival until they sell out. In preparation of the
opening, assistant ﬁre chief John Luttrell (left) and junior ﬁre ﬁghter
Justin Lewis check the carrousel before a state inspector certiﬁed
the safety of all the rides last weekend. Photo by Audrey Thomasson.
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heat, people need to pay attention and take additional precautions,” said Peninsula Health
District director David Trump,
M.D. “According to our statistics, almost 31 percent of the
hyperthermia cases, which were
related to extreme heat, involved
individuals who were engaging in outside activity such as
gardening. “Twenty-six percent
of the hyperthermia cases were
individuals who were inside
without air conditioning.”
One of the most important precautions people should take is to
schedule or reschedule activities
and outdoor work during the coolest parts of the day. In the summer,
the heating effect from sunlight
exposure is greatest between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m.
Here are additional steps to protect against heat-related illnesses:
s +EEP COOL IN AN AIR CONDItioned area. Take a cool shower or
a bath. Consider a trip to a library,
or visit a friend with air conditioning. Spending at least two hours
per day in air conditioning signiﬁcantly reduces the number of heatrelated illnesses. When temperatures reach the upper 90s or above,
a fan may not prevent heat-related
illness.
s $RINK PLENTY OF mUIDS  
glasses of cool ﬂuids each hour).
To replace salt and mineral loss
from sweating, drink fruit juice
or a sports beverage during exercise or when working outside.
However, talk to a doctor ﬁrst on
a ﬂuid-restricted diet, medications
or a low-salt diet.
s !VOID SUNBURN AND WEAR LIGHT
clothing. Use sunscreen with a
higher SPF. Lighter-weight clothing that is loose-ﬁtting and light
colored, is more comfortable
during extreme temperatures. Use
a hat to keep the head cool.
s ,IMIT PHYSICAL ACTIVITY UNTIL
your body adjusts to the heat.
s .EVER LEAVE A CHILD OR A PET IN A
car. Temperatures inside a car can
reach over 150 degrees quickly,
resulting in heat stroke and death.
s 5SE THE hBUDDYv SYSTEM WHEN
working outside.
s #HECK ON FRIENDS AND NEIGHbors who may be at increased risk
of heat illness during this period
of extreme heat.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Splish, splash
The Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club Stingrays recently completed their summer swimming
competition.Go poolside at RRecord.com.
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Alcohol was a factor in
June 3 boating accident
by Audrey Thomasson
WINDMILL POINT—
Alcohol was a factor in the
June 3 boating accident that
resulted in the deaths of
two people when their boat
slammed into the seawall
at the entrance to Windmill
Point Marina on the Rappahannock River, according to
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Newsroom:

a toxicology report released
this week.
Conservation
marine
police Sgt. Richard Goszka
reported
that
Robert
Andrews Taylor Jr., 46, of
Bowling Green and Tappahannock had a blood alcohol level of 0.22, “almost
three times the legal limit”
of 0.08.
He said the medical
examiner did not release a
report on the passenger also
killed in the accident, Catherine Smith-Williams, 37,
of Richmond.
Taylor’s boat, a 25-foot
Grady White ﬁshing boat,
ﬁrst hit a channel marker in
Broad Creek in Deltaville
injuring Smith-Williams.
Taylor called 911 to report
his passenger was unconscious and left the area
before the Coast Guard
could respond. He returned
to Windmill Point where he
hit the breakwall at 40 mph,
according to police reports.
“Unfortunately,
it’s
another statistic that boating
and alcohol don’t mix,” said
Sgt. Goszka.
He noted alcohol affects
a person’s balance, vision,
judgment and coordination,” especially at night,
when you have to watch out
for channel markers...while
checking your GPS coordinates...and there’s wind,
noise, vibration and motion.
“The message here is
please think twice before
you take that drink,” said
Goszka. “Boating under the
inﬂuence is as dangerous as
driving drunk. Taylor made
a mistake that cost two
lives.”
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Law enforcement and emergency services personnel responded to a boating accident at the Urbanna Creek rock
jetty early Saturdaymonring.

Five injured as boat hits
Urbanna Creek rock jetty
by Larry S. Chowning
URBANNA— Five people
aboard a boat that crashed
into the Urbanna Creek jetty
at 5:15 a.m. Saturday, July 23,
were injured. Most have since
been released from hospitals,
police said.
The 22-foot Robalo sportsﬁsherman boat was allegedly
stolen from a boat lift at a
Remlik home on LaGrange
Creek, said Sgt. Trey Blake of
the Middlesex County Sheriff’s Department.
According to the Virginia
Marine Resources Commission (VMRC), the ﬁve
people aboard were Jeremy
D. Adams, 31, of Middlesex,
allegedly the operator of the
boat; Karl J. Bassett, 26, of
Hartﬁeld; Rebecca S. Riley,
28, of Urbanna; Brandon L.
Hogge, 27, of Hartﬁeld; and
Amber M. Adkins, 29, of Williamsburg.
It is unclear where the
vessel was headed at the time
of the accident, said Blake.
The owner of the boat said he
had not given permission to
anyone to use the boat.
“It appears this might have
required a B&E (breaking
and entering) into a home to
obtain access to the boat,”
Blake said.
The owner of the boat,
David Carneal of Remlik and
Richmond, was acquainted
with at least one of the ﬁve
people on the boat, he added.
“I’ve tried to get follow-up
interviews with the people
who were on the boat, but two
are still in the hospital and two
were unavailable because they
were going back to doctors,”
said Blake on Monday.
Blake was the ﬁrst law
enforcement person on the
scene. He hailed down a
waterman in a Carolina Skiff
near Queen Anne‘s Cove
condominiums to carry him,
Urbanna town employee John
Halpin and two members of
the Central Middlesex Volunteer Rescue Squad (CMVRS)
to the crash scene.
“They hit the jetty nose
ﬁrst,” said Blake. “It was a
bad-looking, bloody scene.
It had to have been a sudden
take up when you ﬁgure they
ran into a stone jetty at considerable speed. I told them, ‘You
all are lucky somebody didn’t
die.’
Blake said the three crash
victims who were the least
injured were the ﬁrst ones
taken by the skiff to the beach
at the Urbanna Town Marina
at Upton’s Point. These three
were later taken to area hospitals by ambulance.
The skiff then returned to
take a victim with a serious leg
injury to the marina, he said.
The most-seriously injured
victim had to be put on a
backboard, and Upper Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department member Ronnie Russell used his boat to take him
from the crash scene to the
marina. Russell was assisted
by CMVRS EMT Rebecca
Karow, Lt. Mark Shelton of
the Middlesex Volunteer Fire
Department, who also is a
rescue squad member, and
Sheriff Guy Abbott.
The two most seriouslyinjured victims, Adams and
Bassett, were transported
by the rescue squad to the
Urbanna ﬁrehouse where they
were taken by helicopter to the
VCU Medical Center in Richmond.
Blake said he and VMRC
ofﬁcials will meet with Middlesex County Commonwealth’s Attorney Mike Hurd
this week in reference to pending charges.
Any charges that have to

Middlesex rescuers respond to crash
by Larry S. Chowning

C

entral Middlesex Volunteer
Rescue Squad (CMVRS) member
Rebecca Karow was the ﬁrst certiﬁed
EMT to assist the ﬁve people injured
at the scene of last Saturday’s boat
crash at the Urbanna Creek jetty.
“When I got there, the sun was starting to come up and I had good light,”
Karow said. “I went out from the
condos (Queen Anne’s Cove) in a skiff
with a crabber.
“I provided immediate care,” she
said. “The people up walking around
were able to get in the skiff and they
went to the town marina beach where
they were assisted on land.
“We had a girl with a laceration
to the forehead,” said Karow. “One
guy had a (wound) where the skin
was taken off his leg down to his shin
bone.
“Two other patients were up walking
around and were able to get into the

do with the operation of the
boat will be handled by the
law enforcement division of
VMRC, said Blake.
VMRC ofﬁcer M. Hudson
reported that when he arrived
on the scene shortly after the
accident, three of the passengers were being treated
by CMVRS personnel at the
town marina while two others
were still in the crashed boat.
“We were told that one of
the passengers remaining on
the boat was the operator,”
wrote Hudson in his report.
“Upon arrival I observed a
power boat resting along the
starboard side against the
rock jetty.
“United States Coast Guard
Station Milford Haven personnel . . . were onboard the
accident vessel,” he wrote.
“I ﬁrst observed blood, shattered glass, and bottles of
alcohol scattered on the deck
of the boat and I observed a
multicolored smoking device
laying on the . . . deck.

boat. We had one critical patient who
was complaining of back pain and was
lying prone on his stomach. I had to
get a backboard to lift him from the
boat.”
Lt. Mark Shelton of the Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department, who
also is a rescue squad member, said
the CMVRS from Urbanna had two
units working the accident, while the
Middlesex County Volunteer Rescue
Squad (MCVRS) from Deltaville also
had a unit there.
The patients were transported to the
town marina where MCVRS took two
patients to Rappahannock General
Hospital in Kilmarnock and CMVRS
carried a patient to Riverside Walter
Reed Hospital in Gloucester.
The two seriously-injured victims
were transported by CMVRS from
the marina to the Urbanna ﬁrehouse
where emergency helicopters carried
them to the VCU Medical Center in
Richmond.

Hudson took pictures of
the smoking device and conﬁscated it for evidence. He
said he also found two prescription containers in the
name of Jeremy D. Adams on
the deck.
Hudson said he was
informed by Sgt. Blake that
Daniel J. Matsey, the brotherin-law of the boat owner,
called at 7 a.m. to report the
boat was missing from a boat
lift at Carneal’s home on
LaGrange Creek.
A few hours after the accident, the damaged boat was
seized for evidence and towed
by the Coast Guard to Dozier’s Port Urbanna Marina in
Urbanna.
Hudson stated that Adams
and Bassett were transported
to the Medical College of Virginia Hospital, and he later
went to the hospital to ask
them for a statement. “Jeremy
Adams did not feel comfortable giving a statement until
he spoke to his attorney ﬁrst,”

wrote Hudson.
Bassett gave a written
statement describing all the
positions of the passengers
onboard and identiﬁed Adams
as the operator, said Hudson.
Brandon Hogge was taken
to Riverside Walter Reed
Hospital in Gloucester and
was unable to immediately
speak with VMRC police
because of his injuries.
Rebecca Suzanne Riley and
Amber Marie Adkins were
taken to Rappahannock General Hospital in Kilmarnock
with minor injuries. Riley
did not give a statement, but
Adkins gave a written statement conﬁrming Adams as
the operator, said Hudson.
Riley, Adkins and Hogge
were released from the hospital Saturday afternoon.
Hogge later gave a statement
also conﬁrming Adams as the
operator, said Hudson.
Hudson’s statement noted
that the investigation is ongoing and charges are pending.
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Bridge work hours are expected
to return to normal by Monday
WHITE STONE—Extended hours
for lane closures on the Robert O. Norris
Jr. Bridge related to the current painting
project should wrap up Friday, July 29.
Earlier this week, the Virginia Department of Transportation announced there
would be lane closures between 8 a.m.
and 5 p.m. Tuesday, July 26, through
Thursday, July 28. However, the schedule has been extended to Friday, July
29.

The extended hours provide additional time each day for the contractor
to temporarily relocate the aerial navigation lights on the bridge. Crews then
remove the old paint and repaint the
structural steel on that section of the
structure.
Normal work hours, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Mondays through Fridays, will resume
Monday, August 1.
VDOT monitors the trafﬁc on the

great story? local news?
letter to the editor?
iÌÊÕÃÊÜÊUÊeditor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)

bridge during morning and evening
rush hours to ensure delays remain at a
minimum. In the event of major delays,
the intention is to reopen the lane to
trafﬁc.
The painting project is expected to be
complete by November 2012.
The bridge carries Route 3 across the
Rappahannock River at White Stone,
connecting Lancaster and Middlesex
counties.

Unknown assailant opens fire on lawn party
by Audrey Thomasson
WARSAW—Richmond
County
Sheriff
Doug
Bryant reported at least
four people were injured
when an unknown assailant
ﬁred shots into a crowd at
a yard party early Saturday
morning.
Police responded to a

911 call at 2:30 a.m. July
23 at a residence on Gravel
Pit Road near Islington
Road about a mile south
of Warsaw. According to
Sheriff Bryant, witnesses
stated there were approximately 200 people at the
yard party when the shots
were ﬁred.
Four
people
suf-

fered nonlife-threatening
wounds. Three were treated
at Riverside-Tappahannock
Hospital and one was ﬂown
to the Medical College of
Virginia in Richmond with
a gunshot wound to the
shoulder.
The names of the victims were not released. The
investigation is ongoing.

The
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Also responding to the
incident were Essex County
Sheriff’s Department deputies, Warsaw police and the
Richmond County Rescue
Squad.
Anyone with information that may be helpful to
the investigation is urged
to call Richmond County
Crime Solvers at 333-8477.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported misdemeanor charges against six
individuals.

Misdemeanors
A Chestnut Point Road
man, 40, was charged July
19 with assault and battery.
A Wilson Lane man, 37,
was charged July 19 with
contempt of Newport News
court.
A Chestnut Point Road
man, 40, was charged July
20 with violation of a protective order.
An Oliver Lane man, 71,
was charged July 20 with
trespassing.
A Belmont Drive man,
49, was charged July 20
with three counts of depriving an animal of food/drink/
shelter.
A
Kilmarnock
area
woman, 27, was charged
July 22 with using profane/
threatening language over
the public airway.

Activity Report
July 19: Staff responded
with the Kilmarnock Police
Department (KPD) to a twovehicle trafﬁc crash at North
Main and East Church
streets. Staff checked on the
well-being of a Rio Vista
resident at the request of a
concerned out-of-town citizen (no emergency services
needed) and located an overdue motorist at the request of
a concerned family member
(no emergency services
needed).
July 20: Staff responded
to a disturbance call on
Taylors Creek Road, to a
protective order violation
complaint in the 7900 block
of River Road, to a trespass
complaint in the 500 block
of Slabtown Road, and to a
vandalism complaint in the
3300 block of Merry Point
Road (no criminal incident).
Staff notiﬁed the Virginia
Marine Resources Commission of a shellﬁsh larceny
complaint on Amber Road
and received an assault complaint from a Kilmarnock
doctor’s ofﬁce (mandatory
notice required of medical
providers; victim declined
to prosecute).
July 21: Staff notiﬁed
the Virginia Department
of Transportation (VDOT)
of a large animal carcass

CRIME
SOLVERS
The Lancaster
County Crime Solvers seeks information
regarding break and
entry to two businesses
in the Town of Kilmarnock around midnight
July 11.
Entry was made to
Rappahannock General Hospital Rehabilition Center and an
attempted break-in was
made to Northern Neck
Free Health Clinic.
Damage was done to
the doors and cash was
taken.
Report related information to Lancaster
County Crime Solvers
at 462-7463.
If an arrest is made
due to your call, you
could receive a reward
up to $1,000.
Callers 1293,1285,
1284, 1238 and
1218, may call
462-7463 to claim
rewards.
creating a trafﬁc hazard
on Windmill Point Road,
responded to a trafﬁc complaint of unlicensed juveniles driving on Turner Lane
(private road, no violation)
and responded to a domestic
disturbance (boyfriend/girlfriend) in the 1100 block of
Carlson Road. Staff checked
on the well-being of a Keep
Safe program participant
after prearranged telephone
contact could not be made
(no emergency services
needed).
July 22: Staff responded
to an abandoned vehicle
complaint on Windjammer
Lane, to a trafﬁc crash near
Mary Ball and Pinckardsville roads, and to a trespass
complaint on Mosquito Point
Road. Staff received a fraud
complaint from a Lara Road
resident ($3,800 loss) and
checked on the well-being
of a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged
telephone contact could not
be made (no emergency services needed).

July 23: Staff received
a vandalism report from
the 800 block of Waverly
Avenue ($200 loss) and a
residential burglary report
from Kathy Drive ($75
damages; no theft). Staff
checked on the well-being
of a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged
telephone contact could not
be made (no emergency services needed), intercepted
a possible drunk driver as
reported by a motorist, and
responded to the Browns
Store area to meet with a
driver who reported vandalism to a vehicle (incident
determined to have occurred
in Northumberland County;
vehicle owner declined to
prosecute).
July 24: Staff responded
to a prowler complaint on
Johns Neck Road, with
Emergency Medical Services to a medical emergency on Chesapeake Drive,
to the Windmill Point area
and located a motor vehicle
reported as stolen to KPD,
to Skye Drive on a citizen’s
report of ﬁnding numerous
road signs stolen from Northumberland County (signs
turned over to Northumberland authorities), to an
animal control complaint on
Mount Vernon Lane, with
Virginia State Police to a
single-vehicle trafﬁc crash
on Johns Neck Road, to the
400 block of King Carter
Drive and recovered a gun
clip found by a worker, to
a possible mental health
emergency on Beach Road
and to a domestic disturbance (boyfriend/girlfriend)
on Ocran Road.
July 25: Staff responded
to a domestic disturbance
(husband/wife) on White
Chapel Road, to a domestic
disturbance (husband/wife)
on Mount Vernon Lane, to
Black Stump Road on a civil
complaint among a property
owner and contractors, and
to a suspicious/abandoned
vehicle complaint on White
Hall Road (determined to
be a disabled vehicle). Staff
notiﬁed VDOT of construction materials creating a
trafﬁc hazard near Mary
Ball and Chases roads.
Also this week, staff
conducted
nine
trafﬁc
stops, issued one sum-

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department
responded to trafﬁc crash
on North Main Street and a
smoke/ﬁre alarm on Mifarm
Road.
The Upper Lancaster
Volunteer Fire Department
responded to a structure
ﬁre on Georgetown Road
in Northumberland County
and to a lawn equipment ﬁre
in the 2300 block of Morattico Road.
The White Stone Fire
Department responded to a
trafﬁc crash on Johns Neck
Road.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles
A. Wilkins this week
reported charges against six
individuals.

Gifts 50 to 75% Off
www.burkesjewelers.com
~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302

Felonies
Aaron Nicholas Brown,
30, of Chesterﬁeld was
charged July 19 with a Circuit Court probation violation.
Lindsay Murray Purce Jr.,
29, of Warsaw was charged
July 21 with embezzlement.
Turean Tyree Johnson, 28,
of Warsaw was charged July
22 with grand larceny.
Jerel Lamar Newton, 21,
of Farnham was charged
July 22 with grand larceny.

Misdemeanors
A Reedville man, 39, was
charged July 19 with failure to appear in the General
District Court.
A Bratenahl man, 57, was
charged July 22 with animal
cruelty.

Crying Shame
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HOLIDAY CRUISES
Celebrate
Christmas, New Years or Both aboard
Holland America’s Westerdam
8-day Southern Caribbean Dec. 18-26
Half Moon Cay, Bahamas; Oranjestad, Aruba;
Willemstad, Curacao; Kralendjik, Bonaire

OR
7-day Eastern Caribbean Dec. 26-Jan. 2
Turks & Caicos Islands; San Juan, Puerto Rico;
St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands; Half Moon Cay or

Adventure Travel

T. Hurd.
residence on Silver Ridge
Judge Shaw certiﬁed Road in Locust Hill.
charges of ﬁrst degree
Roye is being held withmurder, possession of a ﬁre- out bond.
arm after having been convicted of a violent felony
and use of a ﬁrearm in the
commission of murder.
Roye, 80, allegedly ﬁred
a single shotgun blast
that killed his son-in-law,
Charles Purnell Scott Sr.,
55, on May 16 at Scott’s

For Breaking News
in the Northern Neck
RRecord.com

Fire calls

combine for a full festive holiday season

Murder case sent to grand
jury in Middlesex County
SALUDA—The preliminary hearing for George
Henry Roye, charged with
ﬁrst degree murder, was
held in the Middlesex General District Court July 18.
Judge Jeffrey Shaw found
probable cause to certify
three felony charges to the
Middlesex Grand Jury,
which convenes July 25,
said Middlesex Commonwealth’s Attorney Michael

mons, assisted one motorist,
reported two deer strikes,
investigated nine building alarms, and logged one
inmate transport.

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

KingsCleaningServices.com

20% DISCOUNT
when you drop oﬀ your
ORIENTAL RUGS
800-828-4398
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Christopher announces election campaign
W I C O M I C O
CHURCH—Betty B. Christopher of Wicomico Church
will seek election to the
Northumberland
school
board seat in District 4.
Christopher
graduated
from Northumberland High
school and Madison College (James Madison University). She believes in
the public school system
and desires to make Northumberland County Public
Schools the best they can
be, said Christopher.
She received a bachelor’s
in business education. She
started her teaching career
at the old Gar-Field High
School in Woodbridge. After
teaching there for two years,
she married E. Wayson
Christopher and returned to
Northumberland County.
She was hired to teach
at Northumberland High
school; this was the year of

tant superintendent for
the schools, to teach. She
continued teaching at Northumberland High School
until her retirement in June
2011, having accumulated
45 years of teaching business education. During her
last year of teaching she
had several students who
were the third generation
of their family that she had
taught.
Christopher was the copresident of the Northumberland Education Association for two years. She also
is a member of the Gamma
Betty B. Christopher
Alpha chapter of Alpha
freedom of choice in which Delta Kappa Educational
students could attend Nor- Sorority. She is currently
thumberland High school or serving as co-president
Central High School. Northumberland and Lancaster
counties had one combined
school system.
She was hired by Alexander Fleet, then assis-

Contributing factors
Gov. McDonnell noted
factors leading to the surplus include efforts to
budget
conservatively;
keep taxes low; target jobcreation programs in economic development, transportation and higher education; maintain a strong
Right to Work law; support
a pro-business environment; keep litigation and

Republican nominees
Lancaster Republicans convening at a Mass Meeting
June 19 at Hill’s Quarter Community Center near
Kilmarnock nominated George E. “Sonny” Thomas
(left) for Commissioner of the Revenue and Robert L.
Cunningham for Lancaster County Commonwealth’s
Attorney in the November 8 election. Both accepted the
nominations.

Win this bedroom suite

Commonwealth
ends 2010-11 fiscal
cycle some $311
million to the good
RICHMOND—For the
second straight year, the
Commonwealth of Virginia has reached the end
of the ﬁscal calendar in the
black.
Gov. Bob McDonnell
recently announced the
Commonwealth concluded
ﬁscal year (FY) 2011 with
an approximately $311 million surplus from general
fund revenue collections
and transfers. Total revenue
collections rose by 5.8% in
FY 2011, well ahead of the
revised revenue forecast
3.5% growth.
The main drivers of the
revenue increase were
growth
in
individual
income tax receipts from
both payroll withholding
and non-withholding, key
economic indicators, said
McDonnell.
The ﬁnal FY 2011
surplus number will be
adjusted upward in the
month ahead after the addition of ﬁnal tabulations of
savings recognized through
greater operational efﬁciencies and incentives to
control spending throughout state government. In
FY 2010, the revenue surplus for the year was $228
million. The ﬁnal FY 2010
surplus, including savings,
was $403 million.
The ﬁnal surplus ﬁgure
for FY 2011 will be released
in August, he said. This is
the second ﬁscal year in a
row that Virginia has concluded the ﬁscal year with
a revenue surplus. This
is also the ﬁrst year since
2008 that there has been
actual revenue growth over
the previous year.
“The great challenge
of our time is getting our
economy back on track,
putting our people back to
work, and getting our ﬁscal
houses in order at the local,
state and federal levels,”
said Gov. McDonnell.
“For too long, elected
ofﬁcials from both parties
have overpromised and
overspent, and the result
is the ﬁscal crisis we see
unfolding in Washington
D.C.,” he continued. “Here
in Richmond, we are committed to implementing a
culture of ﬁscal responsibility and restraint in our
state government. Working together, Republicans
and Democrats have made
some very tough choices.
We have reduced spending, not raised taxes and
focused government on its
core functions. As a result,
we have seen back-to-back
years of revenue surpluses.
The Commonwealth, like
our families and businesses, is living within its
means.”

elect. She has served as
treasurer, chairman of the
audit committee and the
scholarship committee, and
as auctioneer for the St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital
project.
Christopher is a member,
deacon, and trustee of Morattico Baptist Church in
Kilmarnock. She has two
children, Brian Lee and
Dawn, who attended Northumberland County Public
Schools.
Her grandchildren, Tom
and Caroline Neale, attend
Northumberland Elementary School. Mrs Christopher and her husband,
Wayson, live in Wicomico
Church.

regulation to a minimum;
reduce the unemployment
rate; and generate consumer spending.
“State government must
continue to do its part to
control spending and look
for new opportunities to
innovate, restructure and
save taxpayer dollars,” he
said. “We still have much
work to do before we are
completely out of this
tough economic period,
and unfortunately federal
issues continue to threaten
the positive advances we
are making in the states.”
Gov. McDonnell also
indicated it is great to see
revenue growth return to
the Commonwealth after
two years of declining general fund revenue collections.
“Clearly the bipartisan
effort in Richmond to rein
in spending and rev up the
private sector is producing
positive results,” he said.
“Despite the positive news,
no one should believe Virginia’s ﬁscal challenges are
over. Virginia faces massive
unfunded federal mandates
of over $10 billion in environmental, health care and
mental health requirements
and signiﬁcant unfunded
state liabilities in the
unemployment insurance
system and state retirement
system.”

at the

76th Annual Firemen’s Carnival!

Donated by W. F. Booth & Son, Inc.

The Northern Neck Rotary Club
Thanks
CAPINNÉ 2011 On the RIVAH
Donors and Sponsors

Disbursements
Secretary of Finance Ric
Brown detailed the sources
of the surplus funds and
where they will be directed.
The overwhelming majority of the revenue is obligated to predetermined
areas of the state budget
due to the Virginia Constitution and state law which
governs revenue allocation
in the event of a surplus, he
said.
Gov. McDonnell also
will direct funds to shoring
up the Virginia Retirement
System as part of his ongoing effort to reform and
improve Virginia’s pension
system to ensure its longterm viability.
Disbursement of FY
2011 revenue surplus will
include:
s  MILLION FOR
the Revenue Stabilization Fund Deposit from
FY2011 Surplus (subject
to ﬁnal audit).
s  MILLION FOR THE
Water Quality Fund.
s  MILLION TO PAY
Transportation for its share
of the Accelerated Sales
Tax.
s  MILLION TO
cover interest on Unemployment Compensation
Trust Fund due to federal
government.
s  MILLION FOR TORnado relief.
s  MILLION FOR "ASE
Realignment and Closure
(BRAC) obligations.
s  MILLION FOR SUPPLEmental public safety funding for sheriff ’s ofﬁces.
Remaining funds would
supplement the Virginia
Retirement System and
transportation infrastructure.
All numbers are approximate
and subject to revisions.

Actual pieces may
differ slightly
from photo

Gold Sponsors
Bank of Lancaster
Battleﬁeld Century 21 Realty
Chesapeake Bank
Windows on the Water

Margaret Alderson
Lewis Trimble Antiques
Anonymous Donor

Silver Sponsors
Northern Neck Insurance Co.

EVB

Patron Donors
American Standard Insurance
Bay River Home Décor
Don Caskie
Dehnert, Clark & Co. P.C.
Foxy’s
Thomas & Carol Gosse
Karsten & Hazle Konerding
Howard Lerch, Jr.
Noblett Appliances
Andrew Pitts

Charles Pruett
Rappahannock Hang Ups & Gallery
Rappahannock Record
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury
Riverland Insurers
C. Jeffers Schmidt, Jr.
Richard & Alice Slember
Richard & Janet Steelman
Union First Market Bank

Scholarship Donors
Skip & Sandy Ackerly
Bay Design
Ada Jacox

Richard & Alice Slember
Agnes Smith
Floyd & Linda Morris
Sam Nuckols

Joyce Page
Carol Spengler
Rick & Sue Turney

Please thank these individuals and support the local businesses
The Northern Neck Rotary Club
Sends Special Thanks to
Captain Stan Palivoda
Battleﬁeld Century 21 Realty
For providing
The Vivian Hannah
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Capturing ghost gear: Derelict fishing
equipment haunts Chesapeake Bay waters
by Carrie Madren

C

amouﬂaged in waters around many of our rivers and
the Chesapeake Bay, lost ﬁshing gear no longer brings
in seafood but continues to snag marine life. The gear—
crab pots, tangled ﬁshing line or nets—were either abandoned or dropped from a severed line. This derelict gear
poses a threat to ﬁsh, birds and invertebrates, as well as to
water craft with propellers and anchors that can become
entangled in line or nets.
Part of the problem is
monoﬁlament ﬁshing line.
According to the BoatUS
Foundation, monoﬁlament
can persist for 500 years in the water, accumulating at popular ﬁshing holes. Rusted, derelict hooks can be dangerous for
people who are wading or walking. Fishermen waste hours
each season untangling their gear from this so-called ghost
gear. For watermen, dealing with ghost line, nets and pots
means more than lost time—it means lost revenue.
Ghost crab pots are a persistent problem, according to
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). Crab traps become lost when buoy lines snap or a
storm breaks the trap free. Some 10 to 30% of a commercial
crabber’s pots may be lost each year to storms or propellers,
according to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources
(MDNR). That’s a big loss, since crab pots cost some $30
each.
Side-scan sonar surveys by the Maryland Geological
Survey and the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Ofﬁce revealed an
estimated 85,000 ghost pots on the bottom of Maryland’s
part of the bay. Virginia surveys estimate at least 35,000
derelict traps actively ghost ﬁshing. Whatever the staggering total number, the impact is real. Lost pots continue
to catch crabs and take away from harvest-able crabs and
crabs left to reproduce. Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) researchers estimate that an abandoned trap
catches an average of one market-sized blue crab every
four days.

As part of MDNR’s Ghost Crab Pot Retrieval program,
450 watermen were paid up to $400 per day to recover and
dispose of ghost crab pots in 2010. These watermen pulled
some 8,000 pots, or parts of pots from six areas, primarily
the West, Patuxent and Patapsco rivers. Virginia has a comparable program for watermen, who retrieved 9,000 ghost
posts and hundreds of other abandoned pieces of gear for
$300 per day last year; 66 watermen participated.
Recreational anglers can do their part, too, by not abandoning tangled or snagged
ﬁshing line.
To collect and dispose of
such unusable—and often
messy—line, BoatUS Foundation is building a national network of monoﬁlament recycling sites near popular ﬁshing spots across the country.
Parks, groups or individuals install the bins in high trafﬁc
ﬁshing areas and agree to empty the bins. Discarded line
is then sent to Iowa-based Berkeley Conservation, where
it’s melted down and turned into artiﬁcial ﬁsh habitats for
lakes.
Recover any line you can, then ball it up and dispose of it
in a line recycling bin. Of course, sometimes line becomes
so tangled in natural habitat that to free it would wreck
havoc on a micro-ecosystem. In that case, cut the line as
close to the tangle as possible.
We need to take responsibility for our ﬁshing gear, especially gear that could prove harmful to wildlife or people.
Every ﬁsherman should care about making sure that tangled lines or traps don’t end up in the water. If you stumble
across an abandoned crab pot, record the date and location
of the pot, noting if there are any animals trapped within.
Then call MDNR Fisheries or Virginia Marine Resource to
report the ghost gear; these agencies have the proper equipment and know-how to remove abandoned traps without
causing damage to underwater habitats.
Carrie Madren writes about environmental issues, Chesapeake life and sustainable living. She lives in Olney, Md.
Distributed by Bay Journal News Service.

COMMENTARY

NEWS BREAK
■ Voter registration
For those not already registered to vote, the deadline to register for the August 23 Republican Primary
is August 1. Persons may register at the Voter Registration Office (Office of the General Registrar), or designated State Voter Registration Agency.
Those who registered to vote other than at the local
Office of the General Registrar and have not received
a voter registration card, should contact the voter registrar by August 1. In Lancaster County, call 462-5277.
In Northumberland County, call 580-4655.

mary election.
However, voters may only participate in one political
party’s primary on the same election day. Voting in a
party’s primary does not hinder the voter’s choices in
future elections (primary or general).

■ Abesentee voting
August 16 is the last day an absentee ballot can be
mailed for the August 23 Republican Primary. August
20 is the last day a qualified applicant can vote by absentee ballot in person at the Voter Registration Office in
the locality where they are registered to vote.
In addition to regular office hours, the Voter Registration offices at 8694 Mary Ball Road in Lancaster
and at 72 Monument Place in Heathsville will be open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. August 20.

DID YOU KNOW?
Reverse Mortgages Can Be Used
for Purchase or Reﬁnance
Don’t Wait Changes May Be Coming
Effective October 1, 2011
the increased lending
limits on Reverse
Mortgages are due to
expire. This means there
may be less money
available for individuals
who obtain a Reverse
Mortgage after this date.
If you are considering or
know of anyone
considering a Reverse
Mortgage, you really
should call to see how
this may affect you.

David B. Farley
804-436-3648
Senior Reverse
Mortgage Specialist

Call today for a free informational package.
Southern Trust Mortgage, LLC. DBA as EVB Mortgage, operates as a subsidiary
of Middleburg Bank in VA, NC, PA and WV-Lender (FDIC #6881).

SUMMER SALE
Going on NOW . . .

The Agenda
Local Government News
LANCASTER—The
Lancaster board of
supervisors will meet
at 7 p.m. tonight, July 28,
in the board/commission
meeting room, formerly
the ﬁrst ﬂoor courtroom in
the courthouse.
Supervisors will present a
resolution to the Lancaster
High School varsity baseball team and recognize the
accreditation of the county
treasurer’s ofﬁce.
Assistant county administrator Jack Larson is
expected to present supervisors a debt analysis
report.

Getting Ready For Fall !
Rivah ready!

The August 2011 Rivah
Visitor’s Guide is now
A Republican Primary will be held August 23 to
available on newstands,
nominate a Republican party candidate for House of
or in the big blue boxes
Delegates in District 99. Candidates seeking the nomithroughout the Northern
nation are Margaret Ransone of Kinsale, Dean Sumner
Neck and Middle Peninsula.
of Heathsville and John Lampmann of Port Royal.
It features grandparent/
Polls will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. All regisgrandchildren adventures,
tered voters may participate regardless of party affilipaddle boarding, lodging,
COLONIAL BEACH— dining, things to do and
ation. Virginia is an open primary state which means
River places to go.
that any qualified voter can vote in either party’s pri- The Potomac

■ Republican Primary

For Breaking News in the Northern NeckÊUÊRRecord.com

Oyster/Clam Advisory
Committee will meet at 6
p.m. Tuesday, August 2, at
the Potomac River Fisheries Commission building in
Colonial Beach.
The agenda will include a
report from the Blue Ribbon
Oyster Panel regarding
oyster management.
The committee also will
adopt
recommendations
to the commission for the
2011-12 oyster season
dates, days and time
limits.

Nicole Barr’s Enamel Jewelry Line

B R I L L I A N C E YO U D E S E RV E ®

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd.
Kilmarnock
435-3529
-ONDAY &RIDAY   s 3ATURDAY  

Up to 70% Off Select Furniture Only
4UES 3AT n   s 3UN n  

La Casa Furniture
804-769-9910
7283 Richmond - Tappahannock Hwy.
Aylett, VA 23009
LaCasaFurnitureInc@yahoo.com
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YOUR LETTERS

Focal Point

There is
something good
about Kilmarnock

In response to the town
council article about Kilmarnock signs in last week’s
paper, rather than comment
negatively on Mr. Bob Smith
or anyone else in town, I would
rather take the high road and
tell you what we try to do for
the town.
In the Steptoe’s District, we
are one of a handful of businesses that are open seven
days a week. When people
visit Kilmarnock, if it were not
for them, I don’t really know
where visitors would go. We
attract a lot of business to Kilmarnock from all over, just as
other businesses do, and our
signs help people locate us.
A cove off the Great Wicomico River
We don’t just sell antiques,
we
are the town’s information
Photo by Scott Martin
center and have menus for the
restaurants, maps and a space
in our gallery for any business
Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to
in the town or county to diseditor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point.
play advertising. We promote
all businesses, competition as
well.
We send our customers to
other businesses (and they do
the same for us) so they can
enjoy a good meal, spend the
150 Years Ago This Month
When it looked as if the Union troops might night, gift shop and visit other
July 21, 1861:
antique venues. We tell cusprevail, Virginians under the command of
First Battle of Manassas
tomers to use our parking lot
Gen. Jackson rallied on Henry House Hill,
The First Battle of Manassas, also known
where he stood “like a stone wall” and earned and walk through town and we
by the Union name Bull Run, was the ﬁrst
his famous nickname. Gen. Johnston, having allow the middle school to use
it for after-hour functions.
major battle of the Civil War.
slipped past Gen. Patterson, also provided
We are a good neighbor
The Union’s ultimate goal was to take Rich- reinforcements by train from the Shenandoah
to the town and we apprecimond, the new capital of the Confederacy. To Valley. The 35-mile trip marked the ﬁrst time
ate what the town does for
get there, the army ﬁrst had to capture Manas- in American history that railroads were used
us in the way of services and
sas Junction, an important railway junction
to transport troops to the battleﬁeld.
promoting all of us. It’s my
connecting the Shenandoah Valley to eastern
The battle continued until just after 4 p.m.,
pleasure to have served for 23
Virginia. On July 16, 1861, some 30,000
when fresh Southern units broke the Union
years on the town’s planning
to 35,000 Union troops under Brig. Gen.
ﬂank on Chinn Ridge. McDowell’s tired
commission and to be as comMcDowell set out from Washington, D.C.,
and discouraged soldiers began to withdraw
toward Manassas.
toward Centreville. The retreat rapidly deterio- munity spirited as I can be.
The criticism of the town,
Protecting Manassas Junction and the cross- rated into chaos and the Union army quickly
businesses,
the council, the
ing points of the Bull Run stream was Conﬂed back to Washington. Although victorious,
planning commission, the
federate Gen. Beauregard with approximately Confederate forces were too disorganized to
mayor, or anyone, is very easy
18,000 to 21,000 men. In this number were
pursue.
several thousand troops detailed from FrederDays later, McDowell was relieved of com- to do, but it’s counterproducicksburg under Brig. Gen. Holmes, including mand of the Union army and replaced by Maj. tive to the wonderful place
named “Kilmarnock.” I will
men serving in local units who were relocated Gen. McClellan. Beauregard partially disfrom the Northern Neck.
solved and dispersed his gathered Confederate always be very grateful to my
Northern and Southern troops were also
forces, including sending Gen. Holmes’ troops hometown, the best place on
earth!
positioned in the Shenandoah Valley around
back to Fredericksburg and the Northern
Let’s show others how proud
Harper’s Ferry and Winchester. Union Gen.
Neck.
Patterson had nearly 18,000 men under his
Union troops suffered approximately 2,900 we are of it and the great things
command and Confederate Gen. Johnston
men dead, wounded, or missing; Confederate the town is doing to show all
of us they care about us too.
led 11,000 to 15,000 troops. Johnston had the casualties were about 1,900. First Manassas
Steve Bonner,
potential to join forces with Beauregard by the was the bloodiest battle in American history
Kilmarnock
Manassas Gap Railroad. Patterson’s task was to that date and it forced many people, North
Seeking vigil site
to prevent this by keeping Johnston occupied. and South, to abandon hope of a quick and
I am writing this letter in
In Manassas, each side was planning an
easy victory. They realized the war would last
hopes someone could help
offensive attack on the other, but the Union
longer and exact a greater toll than they had
me. My son Landon died at
was ﬁrst to act. Early on the morning of July
expected.
ﬁve months of age on Sep21, McDowell crossed Bull Run at Sudley
This article is provided by the Lancaster
tember 15, 2010, of Shaken
Ford and attacked the Confederates at MatCounty Civil War Sesquicentennial CommitBaby Syndrome.
thews Hill. Fighting raged throughout the
tee and the Mary Ball Washington Museum
I would like to have a canday as Confederate forces were driven back to & Library with assistance from Ed Trexler,
dleight vigil-memorial not
Henry House Hill.
author of Civil War Northern Neck.

Civil War Sesquicentennial
150 Years Ago This Month

only for my son but as an
awareness for Shaken Baby
Syndrome and all of the other
children and babies that have
been a victim,
However, when I asked for
permission to use the land in
Kilmarnock across from the
post ofﬁce where the new dog
park is, I was denied. I was
told “that’s more of a family
thing.”
What no one understands
is it’s not just a family thing,
The death of a child or anyone
affects many families, communities, medical personnel,
police, even other states.
People have many reasons
to hold a vigil and awareness
events, cancer walks, diabetes,
autism and the list goes on.
If anyone knows of a place
I can hold this, please contact
me at 436-5923, or hollyandchaz@gmail.com.

the BPOL, by modifying the
code.
The codes of our town,
county and state control many
things. We all live by codes
and ordinances, but should
never take the route of overregulation.
Let’s all move past any bitterness or disharmony and
enjoy the many things our
businesses offer in our wonderful town. They bear the brunt
of our town’s tax burden, and
in doing so, allow all citizens
to enjoy many services free
of any excessive tax burden
as individuals. Without them,
we would lose a great deal of
revenue and be unattractive to
people that wish to visit.
As mayor, I ask you to shop
locally as many times as you
can and compliment our businesses on the ﬁne job they do
for us all.

Holly Selph,
Kilmarnock

Raymond C. Booth,
Mayor of Kilmarnock

Support the
town’s businesses

Be careful what
you wish for

In response to the article
last week concerning Mr. Bob
Smith’s comments at our last
council meeting, I wanted to
clear up a few things. While
Mr. Smith expressed disapproval concerning several
matters, these reﬂect his personal opinions, not what the
town ordinances allow.
For instance, the truck (or
any truck) with lettering on the
sides of it is within the code
of Kilmarnock. We can’t tell
businesses on private property
to move their vehicles.
The column that holds
a sign on School Street, of
which Mr. Smith complained,
is also from the same business that has the truck. While
the paper failed to identify its
owner, I have knowledge concerning it. I also have a sign
on that same column advertising my business. The columns
that hold the signs have been
there for over 12 years. Again,
within the code.
The sign that advertises
the Kilmarnock Entertainment Center, belonging to Mr.
Donahue, is also within the
code.
Mr. Smith questioned the
process in which the council
liaison to the planning commission is selected and also
the liaison’s right to vote
during commission meetings;
this is also to code.
Kilmarnock is a great town
in which to have a business,
and we just showed our businesses how much we appreciate them by lowering one
of the taxes placed on them,

Last week a neighbor and
good friend wrote the Record
a letter saying our nation’s
problems will only be solved
when President Obama leaves
ofﬁce. I ﬁnd that reasoning of
how our current economic
problems began so simplistic
that they require a response.
The U.S. government is
spending twice as much
money as it did 10, not two
years ago. The federal government has doubled its expenditures in 10, not two years. A
major part of the problem is
that we entered two wars with
no exit plan and no way to pay
the tab.
However, be careful what
you wish for. Last Sunday’s
Richmond Times Dispatch
had an interesting article stating that in 1981 President
Reagan lowered taxes, but in
1982 he supported the largest
tax incease in peace time history and, except for his last
year in ofﬁce, raised taxes
yearly. The article goes on to
say that while in ofﬁce, President Reagan also raised the
debt limit 18 times. That is
the writer’s longed-for “Reaganomics.”
So if you think the government can solve the current
ﬁnancial situation, think a
little longer. Our national government has very few tools to
change the course of the economy, unless, of course, you
want more government.
As I said, be careful what
you wish for.
Doug Power,
Irvington

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

S

o many folks have written in this week
with continued concern for the critical
issue of federal spending, and what Congress
should do about the impending deadline to
increase the debt ceiling by August 2.
Thanks to all of you for your different
comments about this crucial issue.
It is unacceptable that my grandson, Mark,
who just turned one year old (and every child
born today), already owes more than $46,000
to our creditors. There’s been much back and
forth about how we address the debt limit and
ultimately federal spending. We must assure
that federal government spending is reduced
permanently and that Congress is required to
balance its budget.
That’s why I voted for the Cut, Cap and

Balance legislation considered this week.
The Cut, Cap, and Balance Act makes
spending reductions that would cut the deﬁcit in half next year, and it would save around
$5.8 trillion over 10 years. As we look at a
$14.4 trillion national debt, that’s a daunting
number and we have no option but to begin
important reductions and reforms in spending. This legislation also requires that Congress pass a Balanced Budget Amendment
before the debt ceiling is raised. The bill was
not perfect, but it is a solution that has strict
requirements that we cap spending and balance our budget.
And as we look for ways to make government more efﬁcient with its resources, I
have good news to report. We made progress

this week on my legislation to help clean up
the Chesapeake Bay. The Chesapeake Bay
Accountability and Recovery Act passed
through the House Natural Resources Committee, meaning it is ready for a full House
vote.
I worked more than 30 years in and
around the Chesapeake Bay, and understand
how critical it is that we clean up and restore
this resource for future generations.
The bay is an important economic driver
and job-creator for not only Virginians, but
the entire watershed around the Chesapeake.
This bill brings accountability to the dollars
focused on restoring this treasure. My legislation would put in place restoration efforts
that were used successfully in the Everglades

and the Great Lakes.
In May, I co-founded the Congressional
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Caucus, which
brings together members from the Chesapeake Bay watershed region to discuss issues
related to the bay and bay cleanup.
Also, this week the appropriations bill for
the legislative branch was up for a vote. The
bill did not go far enough in reducing spending; therefore, I voted against it.
In this economic climate and in the midst
of discussions on raising the debt limit above
$14 trillion, I believe Congress has a duty
to set the tone for ﬁscal responsibility. We
should be cutting member salaries ﬁrst, and
then making substantive cuts to all Congressional operations.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

M

any folks have come to live in the
Northern Neck over the last halfcentury, in most cases to retire, in some
to work, and in a more rariﬁed area to
be near children who already had moved
here. Jim and Ann Bruse were part of
that last group. After living most of their
married life of 60 years in the vicinity of
Washington and Northern Virginia, they
moved ﬁrst to Lake Anna, and then to
Kilmarnock to be near their son, Father
James Bruse, after he became the pastor
of Saint Francis de Sales Church in 1995.
The family migration became complete
when their daughter, Sue Ann, joined
them two doors down the street in Kilmarnock.
The Bruses purchased Sonny Ball’s
former home on Church Street, and very
soon became part of the community.
They made new friends quickly, and had
no trouble shedding the mantle of comehereism. When they arrived, Jim was in
his late 70s, and coming from an active
background as a youth on his family’s
farm in Albion, Nebraska, he was full of
energy, appreciated hard work, and was

As a small boy he had
lost an eye in an accident,
and eight decades later he
decided to opt for transplant surgery.
industrious about handling technical matters.
Once in the Northern Neck, he set out
to develop his lawn up to his standards
and, until last summer at 90, he mowed
it himself on his tractor, and trimmed the
shrubs. At an age when many of his contemporaries had years earlier abandoned
such tasks, he relished doing them. With
his slim build and strong physique, he
appeared far younger than his years.
He built a garage in the back yard to
keep his car in the same manner that
he wanted all of his property to reﬂect,
namely, clean, neat, and always appearing
to be as tidy as he was himself. He was
a man who saw everything as having its

proper place, and it was his duty to see to
it that all was in order.
As a small boy he had lost an eye in
an accident, and eight decades later he
decided to opt for transplant surgery. Most
of his acquaintances were unaware that
he had only one eye until he underwent
the operation, as his artiﬁcial eye seemed
to be natural. He said that as a result of
the procedure, he got some of his vision
back, adding that he willingly would have
gone through the process again without
hesitation if confronted with the choice.
He was deeply religious, and as long as
his health permitted, he attended church
each day. Five and a half years ago,
Ann died after suffering heart problems
for several years. She was buried in the
church cemetery across the street from
their home, where Jim could stop to visit
and pray each day. His devotion to her,
both in life and in death, permeated all
that he did. In every conversation after
her death, he spoke of her, but he knew
he had to continue living both for himself
and his children. He was an optimistic
person who enjoyed each day, and liked

being with others.
He frequently surprised me with a
remark about someone or some place,
indicating that he had been an avid
observer of the passing scene. He followed the paths of children with genuine
interest and concern, and he never felt
sorry for himself, although he had suffered from cancer over the entire course
of his time in Kilmarnock. In recent
years, he was conﬁned to home, but he
remained cheerful and resigned to that
stage of his life.
Jim Bruse had two immediately identiﬁable trademarks that alternated depending on the season. In winter he wore a
Russian fur hat (perhaps it was imitation?), and in summer he wore a light tan
baseball cap. More importantly, he had
the identity of being a complete gentleman, gracious to all he met, loving to his
family and friends, and worshipful to his
Maker. He spent 91 good years on this
planet; happily, the last 15 were here in
Kilmarnock.
James George Bruse, March 31, 1920 –
July 14, 2011. R.I.P.
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YOUR LETTERS
Ransone is worthy
of your vote
This letter is to express
my support for Margaret
Bevans Ransone, and to
give an account of why it is
necessary that we nominate
her to be the Republican
candidate for Delegate on
August 23.
Jobs are leaving the
Northern Neck. We desperately need an energetic
worker to lead us in the
state legislature. One might
ask who has demonstrated
the proven competency to
handle the state’s budget,
when many states are going
bankrupt? Who can we vote
for on August 23 to have the
proven know-how to protect
the Northern Neck way of
life?
These are questions that
deserve a thoughtful answer.
We cannot take this election
for granted. We need a competent delegate who will
focus on job creation in the
Northern Neck.
With such a precarious
economic climate, who
better to handle our interest in Richmond than a
tough, hard-working business woman, who was born
and raised here? Margaret
knows the business climate
in our community inside
and out. Margaret has built a
reputation among the state’s
legislators as a capable and
proven advocate for Northern Neck businesses.
Margaret
will
stand
against the power-brokers
in Richmond who want to
increase taxes and regulations on our overburdened
and overtaxed businesses
and employees.
We badly need her integrity and character in our
state government today.
Margaret has taught Sunday
school for over twelve years
in her home church and she
is a volunteer to the public
schools in the community.
She has the experience and
skills needed to stand for
families’ and parents’ interests for the Northern Neck.
She is the only candidate to
have the courage to stand
up for her Christian faith.
For these reasons, I endorse
Margaret Ransone for state
delegate.
On August 23, only Margaret Ransone is worthy of
your vote.
Louisa G. Bridges,
Colonial Beach

Get on with
what’s important
The spectacle being exhibited by our “elected leaders”
is tantamount to treason.
The struggle for power is
more like those in Middle
Eastern countries conducted
without regard for the wellbeing of the citizens.
It seems the major elements for appropriate action
are agreed by all parties.
First, the debt ceiling must
be raised. Second, spending cuts alone will not solve
the problem.Third, some
additional revenue will be
needed. So, as Larry the
Cable Guy might say, “Git
her done!”
There is ample blame
to lay at the feet of everyone involved regardless of
party, caucus, or branch of
government. Blame is not
to be decided now, action
is needed. Are there no
rank and ﬁle members of
the Congress that can rise
to the occasion and throttle
the rhetoric of their leaders?
Members of Congress must
ﬁnd a way to work together
and soon.
Congress of late seems
to be bent on showing their
individual
responsibility
by micro-managing seemingly micro issues for which
they have a bureaucracy
employed to handle. Why
should the Congress hold
hearings on such things as
the British Murdock scandal, or why two pilots overﬂew an airport, or whether a
baseball player used drugs
to enhance his performance.
Are these really issues
rising to the level of national
importance or a venue to
deliver a lengthy speech?
Congress and its hearings have been turned
into a circus.The British
Parliaments’ recent hearings broadcast here were a
good example of fact ﬁnding, even though the topic
was suspect. There was no
gaggle of photographers

between the committee and
the person appearing. Order,
save the occasional pie, was
maintained.
Congress and the president should concentrate
on national issues, setting
policy and restrictions and
letting those best responsible to do the actual work
do their job. It’s time that
some responsible thought
and action bubbled to the
surface and bring the ship of
state back to an even keel.
Power is to come from the
people, not be obtained at
the people’s expense. Congress and Mr. President, go
to work on what is important. We can handle the
trivia and gossip.
Roy Cameron,
White Stone

An issue of
willful blindness
Gov. McDonnell may not
have broken the law, but as
Virginia’s Attorney General, he turned his back on
a waste of taxpayers’ money
and something approaching fraud; speciﬁcally, the
state’s contract with TriData to write the Governors’
Review Panel Report on the
Virginia Tech shooting.
The legal concept in
question, “willful blindness,” involves conscious
avoidance of the truth that
gives rise to an inference
of knowledge of a crime.
A crime may not have been
committed, but certainly
there appears to have been
a conscious avoidance of
the truth by then-Attorney
General McDonnell involving unethical and highly
questionable ties between
Virginia and TriData.
McDonnell violated one
of the basic tenants of his
ofﬁce’s Mission Statement,
“… As Virginia’s law ﬁrm,
the Ofﬁce of Attorney General is dedicated to seeing
to it that justice is served,
wisdom is sought and the
right course of action is consistently taken.” Look at the
facts:
s 4RI$ATA WHICH DOES
business with Virginia, was
hired to write the report on
the Review Panel’s ﬁnding.
If TriData found the state’s
largest university guilty of
gross negligence and thus
open to legal action, TriData’s work for the state would
be over. Selecting TriData
did not show “wisdom …
and the right course of
action.”
s 6IRGINIA PAID 4RI$ATA
over half-a-million dollars
for a ﬂawed report. There
were over 20 errors or omissions in the crime-scene
timeline. Only when the victims’ families called these
errors to the governor’s
attention were some corrected. The state rewarded
TriData
with
another
$75,000 to correct its own
errors. How could McDonnell allow the state to enter
into an agreement with TriData and not have a provision for correcting errors
and quality control?
Then-Attorney General
McDonnell stood by as the
Tech report was turned into
a canard.
David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Another opinion on
groundwater supply
My late grandmother used
to say, “If it wasn’t true,
the newspapers wouldn’t
be allowed to print it.” The
world was simpler in her
time, I guess. It’s different
today.
Take for example a recent
headline in the Northumberland Echo that proclaimed
“Water supply steady for
next century.” The article beneath the headline
reported on a public meeting
where the Northern Neck
Regional Water Supply Plan
was discussed.
Quoting a speaker at the
meeting, the Rappahannock
Record on July 21 asserted
that there should be sufﬁcient water supply for the
Northern Neck for the next
100 years.
Setting aside the question
of who is to blame for these
claims, let’s acknowledge
that there is little truth in
them. In the decades ahead,
the water supply of the
Northern Neck will be neither steady nor sufﬁcient.
Virtually all of the Northern Neck water supply exists
in groundwater aquifers.

This groundwater system
is shared with our neighbors on the Coastal Plain,
who also impact the water
supply.
Moreover, we have been
pumping water out of this
system for more than 150
years, while little water has
replenished the supply. It
resembles a bank account in
which an unlimited number
of persons is making withdrawals but nobody is
making deposits. Hydraulically speaking, we are going
broke.
If we are to enjoy economic prosperity in the
future, we must face the fact
that our water supply is not
limitless. As Will Rogers
once observed, “When ignorance gets started it knows
no bounds.”
Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

Ready to serve
Recently appointed to
the planning commission, I
look forward to serving the
citizens of Kilmarnock to
the best of my ability.
I do wish to state that
I did not mislead Mrs.
Nunn when I told her I had
emailed Mrs. Ludwig seeking the appointment in May
after Ms. Headley resigned
her newly appointed position.
I wrote to Mrs. Ludwig
and she responded to my
email conﬁrming that she
had received the correspondence. I write this letter to
simply back up that what
Mrs. Nunn stated at a previous council meeting was
correct.
Joan W. Gravatt,
Kilmarnock

Suspension of
birthing services
to reduce options
It was with great regret I
learned recently about the
suspension of services at the
Family Maternity Center of
the Northern Neck.
Living among three metropolitan areas (Richmond,
Newport News and Fredericksburg) leaves most expectant parents in the area considering which hour-long drive to
take when it’s time to deliver
their babies.
What a wonderful option it
was to have a well-equipped,
wonderfully staffed center in
our backyard beginning last
spring after more than ﬁve
years of planning and organization. The $2 million facility
included two separate birthing
suites complete with Jacuzzi
tubs in a cozy hotel-like setting. With two midwives,
several birthing assistants and
doulas on staff, the center provided thorough and complete
prenatal and postnatal support. Partnered with Virginia
Commonwealth University’s
knowledgeable medical team,
the center welcomed twins
successfully this summer.
Now, due to a lack of funding, political support and
understanding of natural birth
options, the center will be
turning away mothers seeking
a hospital-free and localized
place to bring their babes into
the world. Since it opened,
some have cracked jokes and
made assumptions about the
center
It’s not there to force women
to “tough it out” on their own
in labor. And it’s not a commune of liberal hippies trying
to save the planet or force an
agenda. Instead, it’s a group
of well-educated and experienced supporters for those
seeking another option for
delivering their babies closer
to home.
My opinion about the birth
center is biased. After delivering my ﬁrst child in a Henrico hospital three years ago,
my husband and I decided
to deliver our second at the
center. While both of our children are blessedly healthy and I
experienced no complications
during both natural deliveries,
the support and care offered
in our experiences were like
night and day.
At the hospital (a lovely,
well-meaning place) they
treated our delivery like a
medical problem, offering
medicines and paying more
attention to the clock and heart
monitors than our requests for
mobility and patience.
At the birth center, our baby
was welcomed into the world
with peace and quiet and a celebration of the body’s natural
timing and signals.
Due to insurance and certain

health limitations, not every
expectant family is well-suited
for the center. But for those
who are eligible, the support
and guidance is invaluable.
Hopefully the community
and region will nurture a more
hospitable relationship with
the center, should it re-open,
and look for ways to support
it. To donate to the center, go
to northernneckbirthcenter.
com.
Maggie G. Hall,
Warsaw

Why is the
president
so disrespected?

of the U.S., under our Constitution, should be exterminated like a rat, germ or
pest?
You may disagree with
the president’s policies but
the Ofﬁce of the Presidency
should be respected. He
was elected by a majority of
Americans. Fumigate is not
a term that should be used to
describe our disagreement
with the leader of our country. A stooge is a straight
man to a comedian. Are we
calling our president a comedian?
I share the concern about
the need to vote. One party is

An overwhelming majority of Americans supported
President Obama’s position
of not cutting Medicare,
Medicaid and Social Security.
We know these social programs have allowed for millions of Americans to live in
dignity in their golden years.
Most Americans want these
plans to continue with little
change and support shared
sacriﬁces.
Some of us may disagree
with the president‘s decision
to bail out Wall Street, the
automobile industry and the
housing industry. I believe
these decisions saved countless jobs and brought us back
from a deeper recession.
America didn’t get onto
the current economic shape
overnight. It will not be ﬁxed
overnight. President Obama
came into ofﬁce impacted by
two “unﬁnanced” wars and a
weakened economy resulting from two consecutive
terms of questionable ﬁnancial policies.
There appears to be a
mindset in our country that
supports the following goal:
they want the president to
fail. They don’t care who
gets hurt in the meantime.
I believe they would stop
hiring to achieve this end.
They want to “take back
America.”
Now we have a writer who
wants to fumigate the White
House. The dictionary says
that fumigate means to treat
with fumes in order to kill
germs, insects, rats or other
pests. Is the writer suggesting the ﬁrst black President

backing a candidate who says
that our Founding Fathers
tried to eradicate slavery.
This idea completely ignores
that some of our Founding
Fathers were slave owners.
She also said that black
families were better off in
slavery time. Yes, we need to
vote and local elections are
where we should start. The
NAACP stands ready to help
you to register and to assist
with restoration of your right
to vote. We encourage all to
participate in the democratic
process.
Lloyd N. Hill,
Weems

The Lancaster County
Board of Supervisors
cordially invites you to a
Retirement Ceremony
for
William H. Pennell, Jr.
Lancaster County Administrator
Please join us as we recognize Bill for 18
years of service to Lancaster County and 42
years of public service overall.
Date:
Time:
Place:

July 29, 2011
4:00 p.m.
Lancaster Middle School Auditorium
191 School Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
July 28x
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We offer: Keno, Maryland and Virginia Lottery, Liquor Store, bet on your favorite horses at
our Off-Track Betting Parlors. Potomac Room offers fine dinning. Dine on the deck overlooking the Potomac River. Our Banquet Room has a panoramic view of the Potomac River,
which can accommodate up to 400 guests. Navigate the Potomac and stop by for dinner!

FREE COMEDY SHOW on August 20th. Come out and enjoy
a night of fun. Doors open at 8pm, the show starts at 9pm.
Prime Rib night! Every Tuesday come out and enjoy a 10oz Prime Rib cooked the
way you like with mashed potatoes, vegetable of the day and a roll for $9.95.
Private Banquet Room - BOOK NOW FOR NEXT YEAR
and receive this years pricing. www.theriverboat.net.
BAR PONG • Every Thursday @ 8 pm with Cash Prize TBD
BREADFAST BUFFET on Sunday Mornings 8 am-1 pm $9.95
FREE TEXAS HOLDEM - Wednesday & Saturday - 7 pm-9:30 pm
804-224-7055
301 Beach Terrace • Colonial Beach, Virginia 22443 • www.theriverboat.net
Call for reservations and Banquet Inquiries

A8 s *ULY  

+ILMARNOCKs6IRGINIA

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the July 28, 1911, issue
of the Virginia Citizen)
Afro-American Notes

Mrs. Annie Montague and Miss Lizzie
Gray, of White Stone, are among the sick
this week.
J. S. W. Pinn, of Fleets Bay, who has
been sick the past six months, is yet unable
to be out.
J. A. and J.J. Kelly, of Ottoman, were in
Baltimore and New York the past week on
business.

Do you remember?
Employees of the former Safeway Store 311 in Kilmarnock gathered for a “family
portrait” when they were recognized by Safeway’s Service and Sales program for
64 consecutive sale increases and ﬁve all-time-high weekly sales in a row. From left
are (front row) Anna Joe Sanders, Florence Coates, Shirley Haynie, Dorothy Benson,
Virginia Wilson and Genny Abey; (next) store manager George Fulton, William Taylor,
William Ward, Robert Verlander,Wallace Carter, Stanley Barrack, Fred Burke, Edward
Detrick, Fletcher Brown, James McKenney, Charles Hayden, Richard Verlander, David
Trent and meat department manager Benjamin Hayes. “Do you remember?” is a
community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

William J. Haynie has gone to North
Carolina for employment.
Mrs. John McCarty, of Fisherman, is
visiting Mrs. Garry P. Messick.
A U.S. Revenue cutter was in our creek
yesterday overhauling gasoline boats.
Mrs. T. S. Brent Jr., of Kilmarnock,
spent Wednesday and Thursday with
friends here.

Millenbeck

W. T. Connellee has returned to his home
in Middletown, Del., after spending sevBoat Notes
eral days with his brothers, L. G. and J. E.
Schooner John F. Ehrman, Capt. Lump- Connellee near here. His nephew, Linwood
kin, is at the Machine Shop and Railway
Connellee, accompanied him home for a
Co.’s yard at Irvington being rebuilt by J.
few days stay.
W. Tull.
Miss Grace Farmer, of Norfolk, spent a
Steamer Middlesex was fourteen hours
few days recently at the home of Mrs. L E.
late on her Monday’s trip owing to her
Rogers while en route to Mollusk, where
steering gear becoming disabled while near she is visiting the Misses Stoneham.
Hop Yard, which caused her to go ashore
On Thursday of last week the Lancaster
and remain until pulled off by the Lanand Ottoman baseball teams crossed bats
caster.
on the latter’s diamond, the score resulting
A ﬁxed red light is being erected at the
in 14 to 0 in favor of the Ottoman’s boys.
mouth of Mill Creek, lower RappahanMrs. Collison and two children of Baltinock River, off Parrott Island. A red light
more, are visiting at the home of her sister,
will also be placed before long at Beabors Mrs. J. W. Hazzard of Bertrand.
Point, upper Machodoc Creek (Potomac
Mrs. D. E. Gordon and little daughter,
River). H. E. Owen, of Weems, will have
Gladys, of Baltimore, are at the home of
charge of building these beacons.
the former’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. W.
Watson, near here.
Irvington
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunGilbert Messick is in Norfolk this week.
Miss Adelle Mason is visiting friends in teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum
and Library)
upper Northumberland.

YOUR LETTERS
Freedom:
Have we lost it?

House Republicans Tyranny
are out of control of the minority

Freedom is the power to
act or speak or think without
externally imposed restraint—
something this republic’s
founders, the Constitution
and Federalist Papers, made
sure is secure and hard wired
into our psyche.
Presently, our government
is leaning on us by imposing
signiﬁcant restraint on individuals and small and large
businesses, while they impose
all too infrequent checks, balances and restraint on themselves and have run up a $14
trillion deﬁcit, while drooling
for another trillion.
The consequence of this
hypocrisy means more taxes
and restrictive regulatory
restraint on free enterprise
and tax payers. What does
this agenda look like to you?
What does this republic’s
future presently look like for
generations to come? Are
they going to continue being
serfs toiling beneath the neopolitical elite?
Or will we, the people,
rise up and demand our out
of control government cease
imagining itself so brilliant
as to be an exclusive, permanent, “central planning body”
that can distribute borrowed
money inﬁnitely—which, as
anyone knows, is unsustainable?
Our government’s impious
imprudence that ultimately
restrains and stiﬂes liberty,
free enterprise and job growth
(all of which would naturally
ﬁll the tax coffers) cannot
stand. Is this not a repeat of
the age-old story about killing the goose that lays the
golden eggs?
We, the voting citizens of
this country, have the power to
replace this, the worst administration in this nation’s history, in the upcoming election
cycle. We must also insist that
these draconian and crippling
regulations be rolled back or
de-funded entirely.
On election day in 2012,
where will you stand?

The Republicans in the
House of Representatives
have become full-time
obstructionists. They have
had no positive agenda for
creating jobs and have actually blocked every effort to
reduce unemployment.
The distortions and misinformation put out by the
Republicans and Fox News
create an alternate reality.
Lately the most egregious
and dangerous lies have been
this nonsense about not raising the debt ceiling. It has
always been important for us
to meet our ﬁnancial obligations. For those like Michele
Bachmann to say it is not
important is both dangerous and ignorant. If they get
away with these shenanigans,
I hope everyone who cheered
them on enjoys the economic
chaos produced.
Furthermore, when did
this Republican nonsense
get started that people in
Congress should be signing
pledges by interest groups
like the Grover Norquist notax-increase-ever
pledge?
People who work for the
American public should
never be signing any pledges
other than the oath of ofﬁce.
This behavior totally undermines our democratic process.
For years, mainstream
Republicans have courted far
out special interest groups
for political support. Now
these extremists are holding
the country hostage. Even
though polls are showing that
the public does not like the
behavior of the do-nothing
group, they have managed to
intimidate all of Congress. If
you don’t like compromise,
why not get a dictator?
Perhaps that is what the far
right would like. Make no
mistake about this, if we end
up in a deeper depression it
will be the fault of the movement led by the Tea Party and
embraced by the Republican
Party.

Matt W. Johnston,
Morattico

Mary L. Lay,
Kilmarnock

Summer

Sale!
In Progress!

Additional markdowns
taken on sportswear,
dresses and shoes!
THE DANDELION
Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts
Irvington, Virginia
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10:00 to 5:00
  s WWWTHEDANDELIONCOM

The country is at the
precipice of disaster with the
brinkmanship tactics of the
Tea Party, henceforth known
as the “Brown Shirts.” With
their “take back my country
and God tells me” antics, they
are setting up the American
people for a tragic future. And
they are truly in the minority.
As newly elected to the
Congress, the 81 House of
Representatives have power
far beyond their base. They
control the house and with
it the current crises, we ﬁnd
ourselves in a death spiral
over the budget and the debt
ceiling. And where do they
want to make the cuts, but in
the programs that have been
paid into by every working
American such as Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid. They want to tear away
the cornerstones of our social
structure.
Where will people ﬁnd
themselves at the end of their
working years with no means
to carry them through the
most difﬁcult passage of their
life?
Their answer is “work until
you’re seventy.” Most people
who have really worked all
those years are worn out and
are tired, and in most cases
are unemployable or underemployed. Maybe the elected
“brown shirts” should forfeit
their pension of 100% and
full medical beneﬁts and that
extends to their spouse. And
too, face an uncertain future.
Maybe they should ﬁrst cut
the military budget, corporate welfare, federal subsi-

dies, tax loopholes and look
to pay back the two and half
trillion their predecessors
have spent out of the Social
Security trust fund (not recognized, but simply say that
is an I.O.U.).
The Tea Party game is far
more sinister and threatening
than most would suppose.
And what gets me, they too
are dupes of the big dogs
who really control what is
going on in America. That is
corporate America, the Koch
brothers, right wing think

tanks, Wall Street, the lobbyists who do their bidding and
the opinionated news such as
FOX and Rush Limbaugh, a
really bad actor, to whom the
speaker of the house must
kiss his ring.
We must get a real grip on
what is hurting America and
it sure as hell isn’t the working class.
Teddy Roosevelt and FDR
must be rolling in their graves
to see what this has come to.
Jim Smith,
Burgess
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