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Lancaster sees change in administration
Frank Pleva
steps up

Bill Pennell
steps down

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—On Monday,
LANCASTER—County adminFrank Pleva began the transition
istrator William H. Pennell Jr. is
into a very familiar job, but in a
drawing the curtain this month
new location, as Lancaster County
on 42 years of public service,
administrator.
including 20 years with Lancaster
With more than 32 years of
County.
experience in local government,
While his ofﬁcial ﬁnal day is
it is no surprise that he begins
August 31, Pennell is using the
with the overwhelming support
next few days to introduce his sucof every member of the board of
cessor, Frank Pleva, before taking
supervisors.
vacation in August.
“We had over 24 applicants from
Retirement for Pennell does not
Virginia...to Texas...to California,”
mean hanging up his hat and grabsaid board chairman Wally Beaubing a ﬁshing pole. He intends to
champ. “Frank was the only applicontinue serving Lancaster citicant with signiﬁcant local governzens by remaining active in the
ment experience...and extensive
community, including working on
knowledge of local, state and
building plans for the Lancaster
national programs. I think it will
Community Library, exploring
be a seamless transition because
economic development through
he has this knowledge already.”
Visions and the Economic DevelPleva grew up in Norfolk and
opment Authority, and participaBill Pennell (left) and Frank Pleva.
has worked and lived in the region
tion with the Workforce Developsince 1984. He was county adminment Council.
istrator in Mathews for 16 years
Whatever time is left over will
and more recently in King William for more than 10 years. He also has served as a
be spent ﬁshing, gardening and traveling with his wife, Jannine.
“I’m looking forward to the opportunity when 50% of the citizens aren’t mad at me!” regional planner with the Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission and a planner with the County of Northhampton and Town of Cape Charles. Most recently, he was
he said.
Board of supervisors chairman Wally Beauchamp called Pennell a “highly capable interim county administrator in Fluvanna.
“I’ve known Frank Pleva for 20 years,” said retiring administrator Bill Pennell. “I’m so
administrator. He’s done an outstanding job in every way and is highly respected among
pleased that he and Lancaster County have gotten together...”
county administrators. I have nothing but respect for him.”
While Pleva is knowlAmong his accomedgeable of the beneﬁts “It is an honor and a privilege to be selected
plishments,
Beau- “I’m looking forward to the opportunity
and challenges of rural
champ gave him high
counties in the Chesa- for a job like this,”
praise for overseeing when 50% of the citizens aren’t mad at me!”
Bay area, he says
the construction of the
—Frank Pleva, county administrator
—Bill Pennell, county administrator peake
there will still be a learnnew judicial center.
ing curve.
“He stayed on top
“Learning the community, learning the staff, learning the comprehensive plan and
and wanted to ﬁnish it before he retired. As a result, there were very few problems,” said
codes,” he explained. “If I don’t know, I’m still going to check ﬁrst” before speaking.
Beauchamp.
“Building that 24,000-square-foot structure was painless, thanks to the architects and “The General Assembly passes over 1,000 bills a year. It’s so lengthy and complicated
anymore. There’s a learning curve after each session.”
contractors who ﬁnished the building on cost and sooner than expected,” said Pennell.
Many of his experiences complement or mirror Lancaster’s needs. Over the years, he
Of his numerous accomplishments, Pennell takes the most pride in helping to improve
the lives of more than 500 Lancaster residents by providing better housing for them with- worked with school superintendents, dealt with courthouse construction, addressed water
out using local tax dollars. Since 1998, the Indoor Plumbing/Rehabilitation Program and and sewer systems, and administered various capital improvement projects and commuthe Housing Choice Voucher Program (Section 8) have provided new housing or home nity block grants. He believes economic development can be achieved by improving and
building on the county’s strengths.
rehabilitation for 197 Lancaster families.
He noted the county’s similarities to Mathews in terms of changing demographics
Before Pennell departs, he hopes
ADMINISTRATOR PENNELL, continued on page A2

ADMINISTRATOR PLEVA, continued on page A2

Northumberland
County adopts
water supply plan
“Virginia DEQ has assured us
that once they get a state water
supply plan that it is their intention
to communicate across state boundaries and federal legislatures,” Davis
said.
Lynton Land of Ophelia said the
West Point paper mill uses a lot of
water and its water permit will soon
be up for reapproval. He suggested
the water supply plan be brought to
their attention.
“A quarter of a million people
will be out of water sooner than if
the mill wasn’t there,” Land said.
The Drought Contingency and
Response Plan included in the
water supply plan provides guidance for evaluating the potential for,
or existence of, drought conditions
and implementation of repsonse
and contigency activities.
The drought management ordinance also adopted by the boards
permits the county administrator
to declare a potential shortage of
water and to impose conservation
measures.
Declarations of a potential water
shortage may come in the form of a
drought watch, drought warning or
drought emergency.
Violations of the ordinance
when a drought emergency stage is
declared could result in ﬁnes of up
to $250 and water service suspension.
The drought management ordinance will only affect community
water systems, said county administrator Kenneth Eades.
In other public hearings, a request
from Lewis W. McGraw to place a
container unit for storage at 914
Sunnybank Road near Reedville
was tabled until the next meeting.
To the surprise of the board,
McGraw said he wanted the unit

by Shannon Rice

HEATHSVILLE—The
Northumberland board of supervisors adopted the Northern Neck
Regional Water Supply Plan and
Drought Management Ordinance at
Thursday’s meeting.
The plan was mandated by the
state water control board and the
county is required to have a local
and regional water supply plan.
“The Regional Water Supply
Plan for the Northern Neck represents not the ﬁnal word on the water
supply of Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond and Westmoreland counties but, instead, a rather
wobbly, but essential, early step,”
said hydrogeologist Frank Fletcher
in a prepared statement.
The Northern Neck Planning
District Commission (NNPDC)
administered and coordinated the
plan with ﬁnancial assistance from
Virginia DEQ’s water supply planning assistance grant program,
which matched local funds.
The plan estimates that Northern
Neck residents use roughly 8 million gallons of fresh water per day,
said Jerry Davis, executive director
of the NNPDC. More than 95% of
the water is obtained from natural,
underground resevoirs known as
artesian aquiﬁers. There are currently no limits on the quantity of
groundwater that can be withdrawn
from the aquiﬁer system, said
Davis.
Despite these facts, Davis said
there should be a sufﬁcicient water
supply for the Northern Neck for
the next 100 years.
Most water supply concerns
expressed during the public hearing
addressed water usage in areas outside of the Northern Neck such as
Maryland and West Point.
WATER PLAN, continued on page A2
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Council fills vacant seats
KILMARNOCK—Among ﬁve strong contenders
for two open seats on council at Monday’s meeting,
Mae Umphlett and Denis Bouslough won appointments while Joan Gravatt edged out stiff competition for a seat on the planning commission.
Vice mayor William Smith, after a closed session held to discuss applicants, made the motion to
appoint Umphlett and Bouslough. Member Shawn
Donahue seconded the motion which passed on a 3-1
vote. Member Paul Jones cast the only negative vote,
and explained that he was against a single motion for
the two applicants and not against the choice.

son Gravatt, who was elected to three terms in the
1990s, and Howard Straughan and Les Spivey, both
appointed to ﬁll vacant seats in the past.
According to Virginia Code, appointments to
elected town ofﬁces are temporary until the May
elections when registered voters will cast ballots
for candidates to ﬁll the positions.
Smith praised all the applicants as “extremely
qualiﬁed” and added, “I hope to see all ﬁve of your
names on the ballot in May.”
Council member Rebecca Tebbs Nunn made the
motion to appoint Joan Gravatt to the planning
commission. It was seconded by Smith and passed
on a 4-0 vote.

Mae P. Umphlett

Joan W. Gravatt

by Audrey Thomasson

Umphlett introduced herself as a lifelong resident of the town and was following her grandfather’s service as the ﬁrst police ofﬁcer in Kilmarnock. She manages Chesapeake Medical Group in
Lively.
“If appointed, I would act with utmost integrity,
being respectful of others, engaging input from
businesses and citizens and always acting on their
behalf.” Her goal for council is to help businesses
grow, ﬁll empty shops, and attract tourism to town,
she testiﬁed.

Denis A. Bouslough
Bouslough said he is a retired lieutenant colonel
in the Air Force, retired from the CIA and National
Reconnaissance Ofﬁce and works part-time as a
contractor for Raytheon Corporation. He moved to
Kilmarnock in 2006 and was appointed to the planning commission in 2010. His biggest concern for
the town is its success as well as “the demeanor of
town council and the planning commission.”
Council selected new faces over three other
applicants who are former council members: Emer-
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Gravatt said she moved to Kilmarnock in 1970,
ran a business in town for 20 years and taught
school for 17 years. “I’d like to see the town continue to grow—not expand or explode.” She said
she contacted chair Jane Ludwig in May to express
her interest in joining the commission.
Gravatt will serve the remaining two months of
the term of Claudia Williamson, who died earlier
this year. Council is expected to reappoint her to
a four-year term in September, according to town
manager Tom Saunders.
Council also met three other applicants, Travis
Abbott, Mei-Li Beane and Ann Towner, who introduced themselves and stated their interest in serving on the commission.
Bouslough’s appointment to council opens
another seat on the planning commission with a
term that expires in September 2014. Applications
for the position must be submitted to town hall by
August 2 for planners’ consideration at the August
8 meeting. Town council will ﬁll the position at its
August 15 meeting.

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Break a leg
A youth acting workshop concludes this weekend with
performances at The Playhouse in White Stone (see page
B3). Rehearsal photos are online at RRecord.com.
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the county will receive
approval for a U.S. Department of Development Rural
Program grant to pay for
underground pipes linking
homes in the Greentown/
Gaskins Road neighborhood to a community septic
system. The community
system will allow the construction of 13 new homes
for families in the most des-

R

appahannock
ecord

USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
Kilmarnock,VA 22482-0400
804-435-1701
Fax: 804-435-2632
www.RRecord.com
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

perate conditions. When
completed, a total of 43
families will have beneﬁtted from the improvements.
Pennell’s career in Lancaster began in 1991 when
he moved from Northern
Virginia to become the building and land use director. He
became county administrator in 1993. During those
20 years, he says the biggest
change has been the demographics of the county.
“The arrival of retirees
en masse and the departure
of the young workforce en
masse. The aging population shift made Lancaster
County the ‘oldest’ county
in Virginia and the fourth
‘oldest’ in the United
States,” he said.
“One of the great
untruths is that Lancaster
is growing,” said Pennell.

Adminstrator Pleva
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and declining population
of year-round residents
as young people leave for
jobs and the attraction of
urban living. “They work
somewhere else and retire
back here.” While Pleva
admits many citizens don’t
ﬁnd some aspects of industry attractive, he feels job
opportunities are key to
keeping young people in
the area.
“We need to ﬁgure out
how to retain businesses and
bring in more employment
opportunities,” he said.
For example, in the populated Route 360 corridor of
King William, his administration directed improvements in infrastructure such
as the addition of a sewer
plant and extension of environmentally cleaner natural
gas pipelines to serve commercial plants.
One challenge Pleva targeted for attracting companies to the area is access to
broadband service. Rural
counties here did not win
federal stimulus money to
develop and expand broad-
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KILMARNOCK—Monday night’s town council
meeting was so cordial,
one town employee called it
“kumbaya.” The atmosphere
had deﬁnitely changed from
the bitter exchanges of just a
couple of weeks ago.
Even when Mayor Raymond Booth came under
attack by a 30-year resident, former councilman
and member of the board of
zoning appeals, he kept his
cool.
During the public comment section, Bob Smith
focused on town signage and
changes in the way council
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band, while those that did
found the dollars didn’t
go very far, he explained.
Without broadband, many
businesses cannot consider
relocating to rural areas, he
added.
Another area of immediate concern to Pleva is
county ﬁnances in the face
of increasing unfunded
state mandates like the
Chesapeake Bay Act. And
he is alert to the General
Assembly’s threat to turn
care of the secondary road
system over to counties, a
responsibility the state has
had since the 1930s.
Pointing
to
declining funds in the Virginia
Department of Transportation’s six-year plan, he
said, “The amount a county
received from VDOT for
road improvements in one
year is now being stretched
over six years. The state is
$6 billion behind on road
improvements.”
The culprit is less gas
taxes because of more fuel
efﬁcient automobiles forcing the General Assembly

more years. He believes the
most challenging job for his
successor and administrative staff is keeping up with
the Chesapeake Bay Act
and environmental issues.
Perhaps one of his
major
disappointments
in two decades of service
was citizen opposition to
public access to the water at
Westland Beach and more
recently on Antipoison
Creek. Pennell still gives
high priority to that issue.
From left are Chesapeake Bank director of marketing
In recalling 42 years of Paula Milsted and Boys & Girls Club of the Northern
government service, Pen- Neck executive director Larry Long.
nell expressed respect for
the current board of supervisors. “They are the best
board of supervisors in Virginia. And I’ve seen a lot of
boards. Working with the
current board has been the
most rewarding to me and
for the county.”
K I L M A R N O C K — the operation of the Boys &
Chesapeake Bank recently Girls Club of the Northern
donated $25,000 to the Boys Neck,” said Long.
& Girls Club of the NorthThe $400,000 gift is unreern Neck. The gift will be stricted, he added.
used towards a $400,000
“We will utilize her gift,
to re-evaluate their posi- Sunshine Lady Foundation as well as those dollars
Matching Grant.
donated to meet the match,
tion, he said.
After a visit to the club, to complete the renovation
“If they do turn secondary roads over to local Doris Buffett, founder of The of our facilities to meet the
governments, it would be a Sunshine Lady Foundation needs and demands of our
tremendous expense shift. Inc., offered the challenge of program, to expand our proCounties aren’t set up to a $400,000 matching gift to gram, and to purchase learnhire and be involved in the reward the accomplishments ing materials for our club
road maintenance busi- that were being made, said members,” said Long.
Larry Long. As part of the
The Boys & Girls Club
ness,” said Pleva.
He wants to sit down in challenge, the foundation will has until October 15 to raise
an informal discussion with match donations raised by the the matching portion for the
grant, he said. The club is
each supervisor and dis- club $1 for $1, he said.
“Her willingness to invest over half way there.
cuss the issues. “I want to
To participate in the chalhear their views...ﬁnd out such a great sum of money
what they want to see.” He in the children of our com- lenge, contact Long at the
stressed his “open door” munity is testimony to her club, at 517 North Main
policy and invited citizens sense of need and to the Street in Kilmarnock, or call
to stop in, although he sug- effective organization behind 435-9696.
gested they call ahead to
make sure he’s in the ofﬁce.
Pleva acknowledged the
many attractions and beneﬁts of the lower Northern continued from page A1
Neck, saying he has always
liked living near the water. to be a permanent ﬁxture. in the area, District 4 SuperAs a native Virginian, he McGraw also said he had visor Tommy Tomlin said,
not only knows and enjoys no problem planting trees “Other units like this are
the area and people, he and shrubs for screening if what sparked this ordinance
change.”
looks forward to living and required.
The board approved a
McGraw
is
tearing
down
working in Lancaster.
request
from Harold W. Lowe
a
house
on
the
property
and
“It is an honor and a privto
establish
a multi-family
said
there
are
no
plans
to
ilege to be selected for a job
build a new home there in dwelling at 1805 Walnut
like this,” he said.
the near future. He said he Point Road near Claraville.
Reconsideration of a
intends to use the land for
request from Rebecca Worley
hunting.
“Get it off the road and to encroach within the 50-foot
ernment suddenly take over out of sight of the highway. resource protection area was
and tell businesses how to Otherwise, I can’t support again tabled at the request of
run? We have to try things it,” said District 1 supervisor Worley’s lawyer.
to see what works and what Joseph Self.
The board of supervisors
doesn’t.”
In response to McGraw’s will meet again September
Booth said he was entitled claim that similar units exist 8.
to appoint the liaison “...and
I have appointed myself. I
was the chair of the planning commission for most
of three years...and the liaison always voted.”
Town attorney Chris
Stamm veriﬁed that the bylaws allow for the liaison to
vote. But when Nunn questioned the mayor’s authority to make appointments
without council’s approval,
Booth turned the question
over to Stamm.
While Stamm said he had
to check the law and report
back at next month’s meeting, he noted mayors have
always made those appointments in the time he’s
worked for the town.
In other business, town
B R I L L I A N C E YO U D E S E RV E
manager Tom Saunders
reported crews will be a
little behind on putting in
water and sewer lines along
200 Irvington Rd.
Route 3, but should ﬁnish by
Kilmarnock
the end of August or early
September.
435-3529
He said VDOT crews will
begin resurfacing work on
-ONDAY &RIDAY   s 3ATURDAY  
East Church Street to Bluff
Point Road in August.

Bank contributes $25,000
towards $400,000 match
for the Boys & Girls Club

Water plan

Serenity returns to council meeting
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“We’ve had a 25% reduction in school age population” and, in fact, the population of Lancaster County
decreased by 176 people, or
1.5%, from 2000 to 2010.
It’s why he is interested
in economic development,
with a focus on the industries that are a linchpin of
the region—ﬁshing, farming and truck farming. He
sees jobs as the biggest
challenge to the county’s
future.
“The community has to
come together to support
jobs,” in order to be successful, he said.
Pennell acknowledged
the public school buildings
are old, but said the county
has continued to invest
in the facilities to update
systems, so he feels they
should be good for many
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and the planning commission conduct business.
“I’m very upset by what I
see and read,” he said. “The
town spent millions of dollars to improve the downtown area...I’m upset with
a rolling billboard sign,” he
said, referring to a box truck
parked in a lot on North
Main Street displaying lettering for the Kilmarnock
Antique Gallery. “And there
are ﬂashing neon signs...it
makes our town look trashy.
I ask the planning commission to eliminate this from
happening. The signs block
vision of oncoming trafﬁc.”
He asked if the by-laws
were changed to allow
appointment of a council
member to be liaison and a
voting member of the planning commission. “I don’t
understand how the planning commission works
anymore. It used to be the
town manager was liaison.”
Council member Shawn
Donahue defended the electronic signage in front of the
Kilmarnock Entertainment
Center.
“I put that sign up and
wasn’t happy with it. But
when everyone started calling the town and VDOT
and complained about it, I
decided to leave it up,” he
said. “I have a hard time
with the government telling me how to market my
business. Where does gov-

®
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JEWELL’S BUILDINGS

Correction
The email address for
Jason Bellows’ campaign
for supervisor in Lancaster
County appeared incomplete last week.
To help support his candidacy, you may join “Friends
of Jason Bellows for Supervisor District 3 White Stone”
on facebook.com or email
jasonbellows4supervisor@
gmail.com.
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Summer program will
give students a Fresh Start

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Lancaster
County
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
this week reported charges
against 10 individuals.

control so as not to roam at
large from May 1 to September 1 annually).

Felonies

July 11: Staff responded
to a trespass/property line
dispute in the 3100 block
of White Chapel Road, and
with the Kilmarnock Police
Department (KPD) to a
suspicious person/vehicle
complaint near Claybrook
Avenue and First Avenue.
Staff received a vandalism
report from Shalem Place
(mailbox, $25 loss).
July 12: Staff responded
with KPD to a commercial burglary on Harris
Road, checked on the wellbeing of a Waddy Drive resident at the request of a concerned out-of-town citizen,
received a credit card fraud
report from a King Carter
Drive resident ($666 loss,
covered by credit card company) and received a larceny
report from the 2500 block
of Black Stump Road (MTD
lawn tractor, $1,000 loss).
July 13: Staff received an
identity theft complaint by
e-mail from an out-of-state
resident (incident occurred
in Lancaster County), a
report of the theft of scrap
metal (brass propellers and
shafts, $3,700 loss), a walkin report of the theft of a
utility trailer (16 ft. ﬂatbed
trailer, $1,000 loss) and
checked on the well-being
of a Keep Safe program participant after prearranged
telephone contact could not
be made (no emergency services needed).
July 14: Staff responded
to a man with gun complaint
in the 12200 block of Mary
Ball Road (incident arose

Lorenzo W. Jones Jr.,
25, of Gaskins Road was
charged July 12 by the Chesterﬁeld Police Department
and the federal fugitive task
force with charges of malicious wounding (mob violence) and abduction, both
felonies, arising from a June
27 incident in a parking lot
off of Old Salem Road.
Joni L. Hanks, 33, of Hardyville was charged July 12
with issuing two or more
bad checks within 90 days
(felony).
Lauren B. Moubray, 23,
of Reedville was charged
July 13 with grand larceny
(felony).

Misdemeanors
A Kilmarnock area man,
23, was charged July 11
with trespassing.
A Horn Harbor Road
woman, 25, was charged
July 12 with assault and battery.
A Saluda man, 30, was
charged July 13 with contempt of court.
A White Stone area man,
18, was charged July 13
with contempt of court.
A Turner Lane man, 72,
was charged July 14 on a
Northumberland
warrant
with assault and battery.
A Kilmarnock area man,
60, was charged July 14
with brandishing a ﬁrearm.
An Iberis Road woman,
54, was charged with two
counts of allowing a dog
to roam at large (by county
ordinance, dogs must be
conﬁned/under immediate

Activity Report

SEA RESCUE LOG
Smith
Point
Sea
Rescue board member
Capt. Andy Kauders
recently reported Rescue I,
II and III crews responded
to a variety of calls for
assistance in June.

Assistance calls
June 1: A call was
received at 8:45 p.m. that
a 22-foot Carolina Skiff
had engine failure and was
in Kingscote Creek on
the Maryland side of the
Potomac River.
Rescue
III towed it to Lewisetta
Marina. Time on call, 2.75
hours.
June 4: A 31-foot Mainship with six aboard in
Cockrell’s Creek had an
engine overheat then into
shallow water and jammed
the rudder. Rescue I towed
it to Jennings Boatyard.
Time on call, 1 hour.
A 23-foot jet drive boat
with two aboard went on the
beach at Chesapeake Shores
because waves swamped
the engine. Rescue I and
Rescue II freed it and
towed it to the Sea Rescue
dock. The passengers were
driven home and picked up
the boat the following day.
Time on call, 3 hours.
June 8: A 30-foot Sea Ray
was aground at the entrance
to Smith Island. The mission was aborted as the boat
got off unassisted. Time on
call, 1 hour.
June 11: A 46-foot deadrise at the target ship Haniball had its water pump
fail. Rescue I towed it to
Butler’s Railway in Reedville. Time on call, 3.5
hours.
A 25-foot Trojan with
three aboard at the #3 bouy
at Dividing Creek had engine
failure due to bad fuel. It was
towed to Jennings Boatyard
in Reedville. Time on call,
2.5 hours.
June 12: A Rescue III
member returning home in
his private boat came upon
an 18-foot bowrider that was
disabled. He towed the boat
to Olverson’s Marina. From
there Rescue III towed them
out to the Potomac where
they were met by a friend
of the boat owner and they
towed the disabled boat to
Smith Creek in Maryland.
Time on call, 3.5 hours.
A 25-foot sailboat “Craziman” was on the beach
a quarter-mile north of
the entrance to the Great
Wicomico River. Rescue
I towed it to deep water.
Rescue II recovered the
anchor and anchor line
which was just off of the
beach. Rescue I then towed
the boat to a point where it

could anchor out near the
Fairport Marina. Time on
call, 1.25 hours.
June 17: At 9:35 p.m.
with three-foot seas and 15
to 20 MPH wind, Rescue
III received a call that a
Boat US towboat fouled its
towline in its jetdrive. The
towboat operator was able
to free the line and Rescue
II retuned to the dock. Time
on call, .5 hour.
June 20: A 15-foot johnboat was reported sinking
at its dock. Three members
of the Rescue II team took
a generator and pumps and
reﬂoated the boat. Time on
call, 1 hour.
A 25-foot Hunter sailboat was reported aground
in less than a foot of water
in Dameron Marsh. A U.S.
Coast Guard boat from Station Millford Haven, a Virginia Marine Police boat
from Reedville and Rescue
I responded when the boat
was found on the shore.
A Coast Guard helicopter
removed the sole person
aboard. After the occupant
was safely removed, the
Coast Guard and Marine
Police left the scene. Rescue
I aborted any attempt to free
the boat as it was too rough.
The following day Rescue
I and Rescue II returned
and freed the boat. It was
towed to a dock in Ingram
Bay. Total time on call, 10
hours.
June 27: A 27-foot Pacemaker located at green #3
at the Yeocomico River lost
power due to bad gas and
was towed to Tall Timbers
by Rescue III. Time on call,
1.25 hours.
July 2: Rescue I was dispatched by the Northumberland Sheriff’s ofﬁce as
a result of a citizen’s call
reporting a jet ski out of
gas at the Great Wicomico
light. The jet ski was not
found and Rescue I returned
to the boathouse. Time on
call, .75 hours.
July 4: A kayak was
reported drifting off shore
near Chesapeake Beach.
Rescue I began a search
for someone who may have
fallen out of the kayak. The
Coast Guard called off the
search after they determined
that the kayak had become
adrift as a result of an
exceptional high tide. Time
on call, 2 hours.
Smith Point Sea Rescue
can be reached on channel
16 or by calling 911. Rescue
I and Rescue II are based on
the Great Wicomico River
and Rescue III is on Lodge
Creek off of the Yeocomico
River.

CRIME
SOLVERS
The Northumberland
County Crime Solvers seeks information
regarding damage to a
garden.
According to the
Northumberland County
Sheriff’s Department,
between June 12 and 24,
a person(s) damaged a
large garden plot off of
Mob Neck Road in the
Edwardsville area. It is
believed the crops were
sprayed with a chemical.
Report related information at 580-8477.
Callers remain anonymous and could receive
a cash reward up to
$1,000 on tips that lead
to an arrest. You are not
required to testify in
court.
Owners of the garden
are posting an additional $500 reward for
information that leads
to the arrest of the
individual(s) responsible
for this crime.
from a vehicle repossession), to a shots ﬁred/target
shooting complaint on Holly
Haven Road and to a possible mental health emergency
on Black Stump Road. Staff
checked on the well-being
of a Meyers Drive resident
at the request of a concerned
citizen (no emergency services needed).
July 15: Staff responded
with KPD to a two-vehicle
trafﬁc crash in the 100 block
of South Main Street, to an
E911 disconnect call on
Good Luck Road (telephone
line problem; no emergency
services needed) and to a
suspicious persons complaint on Westview Lane.
July 16: Staff responded
to a trespass complaint on
Wilson Lane, to a vandalism
complaint on Corrotoman
Drive, to a disorderly conduct complaint at a White
Stone convenience store
and to a motorist’s report
of a vehicle traveling in the
wrong direction on the dual
lanes. Staff checked on the
well-being of a Keep Safe
program participant when
prearranged
telephone
contact could not be made
(no emergency services
needed).
July 17: Staff responded
with KPD to a domestic
disturbance (boyfriend/girlfriend) on Kinlock Avenue
(arrest made by KPD), to the
local emergency room for a

possible assault victim (no
criminal incident involved)
and to a shots ﬁred complaint on Mantua Road.
July 18: Staff responded
to a domestic disturbance
(boyfriend/girlfriend)
on
Gaskins Road.
July 19: Staff responded
to a civil complaint in the
7600 block of River Road.
The sheriff’s staff also
conducted 24 trafﬁc stops
this week, issued nine summonses, reported two deer
strikes, handled two calls
for trafﬁc conrol, investigated 10 building alarms
and logged three inmate
transports.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer
Fire Department responded
to a carbon dioxide alarm on
Roseneath Avenue, a trafﬁc
crash on South Main Street
and for a wash down on Bellevue Road.
The White Stone Volunteer Fire Department
responded to a brush ﬁre on
Little Bay Road.
Northumberland
County Sheriff Charles
A. Wilkins this week
reported
misdemeanor
charges against ﬁve individuals.
A Heathsville man, 39,
was charged July 11 with
driving while intoxicated.
A White Stone man, 72,
was charged July 14 with
assault and battery.
A Warsaw man, 31, was
charged July 17 with driving
while intoxicated.
A Warsaw man, 25, was
charged July 17 with driving
while intoxicated.
A Reedville man, 24, was
charged July 18 with assault
and battery of a family or
household member.

by Shannon Rice
LOTTSBURG—Beginning August 18, select students in Northumberland’s
elementary and middle
schools will be able to attend
a program called “Fresh
Start.”
The program is geared
towards students who have
fallen behind in certain subjects, superintendent Clint
Stables told school board
members Monday.
“It helps them feel more
comfortable with school
before they start the new
academic year” said Stables.
Vice chairman Myrtle
Phillips said the program

also helps with discipline
issues as the students with
the most learning issues are
typically the ones who cause
the most class disruptions.
A similar reading recovering program will be offered
during the school year to
help ﬁrst- and second-graders develop ﬂuency in their
reading, said Stables.
The program is intended
to bridge the gap between
phonetic reading and sight
identiﬁcation of words.
“Until reading becomes
systematic, it really slows
you down,” said Stables.
The next school board
meeting will be held September 12.

HOLIDAY CRUISES
Celebrate
Christmas, New Years or Both aboard
Holland America’s Westerdam
8-day Southern Caribbean Dec. 18-26
Half Moon Cay, Bahamas; Oranjestad, Aruba;
Willemstad, Curacao; Kralendjik, Bonaire

OR
7-day Eastern Caribbean Dec. 26-Jan. 2
Turks & Caicos Islands; San Juan, Puerto Rico;
St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands; Half Moon Cay or

combine for a full festive holiday season

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
436-9200 1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”
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Irvington boat parade wanes, noise ordinance
request stifled and no-parking proposal is curbed
by Audrey Thomasson
IRVINGTON—A dismal economy
is being blamed for the cancellation of
Irvington’s boat parade this year, Fran
Westbrook told town council last week.
Westbrook chairs the Lights on the
Creek committee, an offshoot of Irvington’s Village Improvement Association.
The boat parade originally was a Christmas holiday event, but was switched to
Halloween last year in an effort to attract
more participants to warmer sailing conditions. However, only about nine boats
entered the spooky-themed event, down
signiﬁcantly from two dozen or more

entries prior to the recession years.
“Each year has been increasingly difﬁcult to bring in sponsors,” said Westbrook. “The Tides Inn has been very
generous, but it’s discouraging to us and
the public to see only a few boats entered
each year. We’re going to take a year sabbatical and see what next year brings.”
In other business, interest in developing a noise ordinance died on a 5-0 vote.
Referring to a citizen complaint about
loud music resonating from a rental
house, councilwoman Kathleen Pollard
said, “...that was the ﬁrst complaint I’ve
heard of in all my years on council. Do
we need an ordinance?”

Councilman Gene Edmonds said he
felt it was a waste of time. Councilman
Wayne Nunnally said he talked to the
offenders personally and to the realtor
handling the house. “I haven’t heard anything since.”
Under old business, councilman Robert
Westbrook reported on parking problems
on Steamboat Road and other narrow
lanes in town and suggested parking be
allowed only on one side of the street. He
said citizens could form committees to
discuss how they wanted to address the
issue in their own neighborhood.
“I don’t want people telling me I can’t
have parties at my house...and that I

have to bus people in or they have to use
a golf cart to get there,” said Nunnally.
“It’s becoming too urban. I’m against
any ordinance. Let it work itself out. It’s
an undue burden on our citizens because
they live on a quaint little street.”
However, he said he didn’t object to
‘No Parking’ signs on Steamboat Road.
Edmonds agreed, saying they’d never
get citizen agreement, “and you can’t
enforce it.”
Nunnally suggested the process should
start with emergency block captains. He
made a motion to “leave it alone.” Sulick
seconded the motion and it passed, 4-0.
Westbrook abstained.

Petition opposing Bluff Point project attracts 620 signatures
by Shannon Rice
H E AT H S V I L L E — A
community survey gauging
the amount of opposition to
a Bluff Point planned unit
development (PUD) was
brought to the attention of
the Northumberland board
of supervisors Thursday.
According to David
Mower of Citizens to Protect Bluff Point, the survey
is being conducted in
response to a request from
District 3 Supervisor James
Long to determine a “sense
of the community” regarding the Bluff Point PUD
special exception permit
application now pending
before the board.
The application is for
a high-density residen-

tial development in the
Bluff Point community.
The Bluff Point Holdings’
master plan calls for development on 315 acres of the
898 acres it owns. Project
features include a boutique resort hotel and spa,
private residences, marina
and a harbor village with
restaurants, shops, chapel
and gathering spaces.The
proposed
development
is to contain 530 private
residences and 90 hotel
rooms.
The consultant hired by
the county to review the
Bluff Point request should
be through by the middle
of August, said county
administrator
Kenneth
Eades. A related presentation before the board

of supervisors should be
ready in September.
“This is not what the
county elected you to vote
for,” said Ida Hall, also a
member of Citizens to Protect Bluff Point.
The “survey” is in the
form of a petition urging
that the board deny the
special exception request
and allow the developer to
proceed using the guidance
in existing county zoning
ordinances and the comprehensive plan.
Although the petition
orginally targeted residents
and landowners directly
adjacent to or otherwise
directly impacted by the
proposed
development,
people county-wide have
contacted the group request-

ing copies of the petition,
said Mower.
“We did not solicit
people, they came to us,”
Mower said.
The petition now contains
620 signatures, half coming

from voting district 4 and
precinct 3b and the other
half coming from districts
1, 2 and 5, and precinct 3a,
according to Mower.
He indicated the survey
will continue until August

2 and be presented at the
August board of supervisors’ meeting.
Several of those involved
in the Bluff Point project
attended the meeting but
did not comment.

White Stone begins revenue review
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
WHITE STONE—Four
of White Stone’s town
council members met last
Thursday to discuss ways to
balance the budget for the
2011-12 ﬁscal year, according to town manager Patrick
Frere.
Attending the special
budget meeting were mayor
Lloyd B. Hubbard, vicemayor David Jones and
councilmen Randy Reeves
and Irving Brittingham.
Absent were council members Jennifer Hodges, Tina
Davis, Scott Hudson and
Joe Sliakis.
Council decided to hold
the special session at its
July 7 meeting.
Although council adopted
a $146,945 budget in June,
it is still faced with trying to
balance it without dipping
into the town’s reserves for
more than three months.

The budget included a
projected deﬁcit of $22,726.
Because of that, council
decided in May to balance
the budget using reserve
funds for the ﬁrst 90 days.
Council further decided
that by October 1, 2011, it
would have a plan to balance the budget, either by
cutting expenditures or by
increasing revenue through
taxes or fees.
The budget includes projected revenues of $124,219
and projected expenditures
of $146,945.
At last week’s meeting,
Frere presented council a
working data base of property owners within the town
limits. The data base could
be used if council decides
to impose a property tax in
the future, said Frere.
The data base is not complete, he added.
Council urged Frere to
complete the data base prior

99th District Tea Party to meet
Tertium Quids president John Taylor will speak at the
99th District Tea Party at 7 p.m. July 26 at the Lively ﬁrehouse at 5170 Mary Ball Road.
Tertium Quids, Latin for “third way” or “third entity,”
is composed of activists across Virginia whose loyalty and
commitment are to the founding principles of our republic,
rather than to party politics, said Taylor.
The organization is an independent, nonpartisan, issue
advocacy group that promotes legislative efforts to expand
individual opportunity and free markets, while reducing
the size, role, and cost of government in Virginia, he said.
Taylor’s topic will be, “Our Current Crisis and What to
Do About It.”

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

to its August 4 meeting in
hopes of having another
special budget work session
either the last week of July
or the ﬁrst Monday or Tuesday of August, said Frere.
Prior to last week’s meeting, council also discussed
making cuts to its projected
public safety budget of
$65,080.
Frere will poll council
members to determine a
date for the next special
meeting.

Dear Nurturer, Conﬁdant, Example and Friend,
Let’s celebrate joyfully the years God has given!

The Agenda
Local Government News
NEWPORT
NEWS—
The Virginia Marine
Resources
Commission will meet at 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, July 26, at VMRC
Headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport
News.
Habitat hearings are generally addressed early in the
meeting, followed by ﬁsheries items.
As of July 15, there were
no habitat permit applications for Lancaster or Northumberland counties set
for public hearing.
Among ﬁsheries items,
the commission will consider requests for public
hearings regarding closure
of the crab dredge ﬁshery
for 2011-12; a decision on
licensing those individuals
on the peeler pot and crab
pot waiting list who have
been inactive at least since
2004; re-assignment of
latitude-longitude coordinates that apply to Virginia
Blue Crab Sanctuaries; and
amendments to the restrictions on oyster harvesting.

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY
EDNA CRALLÉ SANDERS JOHNSTON
JULY 26th
Love,
Your Devoted Family

“We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to devote ourselves
to the good deeds for which God has designed us.” Ephesians 2:10

CAPT. BILLY’S CHARTERS
Leave the driving to us!

Guess who is dancing
into their
th
Birthday!

70

Cocktail Cruises
Sunset & Moonlight Tours
Tangier Island & Creek peek

CUSTOM
CRUISES

$PSQPSBUFPVUJOHTt8FEEJOHQBSUJFT
'BNJMZQJDOJDTt#JSUIEBZQBSUJFT
captbillyscharters.com
-PDBUFEBU*OHSBN#BZ.BSJOB

804-580-7292
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McCranie announces re-election campaign
WEEMS—Patrick
McCranie will seek re-election to the Lancaster school
board seat in District 4.
McCranie graduated from
Great Bridge High School and
attended Old Dominion University. As a Virginia public
schools graduate, McCranie
believes in the public education system and desires

to make Lancaster County
Public Schools the best they
can be.
He was hired by the Virginia
State Police and assigned to
Lancaster County in March
1990.
McCranie received a bachelor’s with a concentration in
sociology from the University
of New York. McCranie is a

Crying Shame
Picture Framing & Art Gallery
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Virginia State Police chaplain
and a member of St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church in Kilmarnock.
He has served on the Chesapeake Bay Governor’s School
board and has served on the
board of the Lancaster County
Virginia Education Foundation.
McCranie served as school
board chairman in 2010. He
has two children who attend
Lancaster Middle School, and
he visits the county schools in
a mentoring capacity with the
students.
McCranie developed the
T.O.P.S. (Troopers On Patrol
for Students) which provides
funding for disadvantaged
students and their needs.
He also has taken students

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. ● Kilmarnock, VA ● 435-1783

Patrick McCranie

shopping for back-to-school
supplies, “Shop With a Cop”
and plans to implement this
program again next month.
He, his wife, Shauna, and children Wyatt and Leighten live
in Weems.

Applications for Habitat
home ownership are due
KILMARNOCK—Lancaster/Northumberland Habitat for Humanity is seeking
applications from prospective
partners interested in helping
to build and then purchase a
new home.
Applications
will
be
accepted from July 25
through August 30 and are
available at Lancaster Community Library, Northumberland Public Library, Lancaster County Department
of Social Services, and Northumberland County Department of Social Services, said
public relations committee
chairman Nancy Brown.
Only complete applications
accompanied by all required
supporting documents will be
considered.
Habitat Partners must be
U.S. citizens and residents
of either Lancaster or Northumberland County for at
least one year, she said. They
must be living in substandard
housing; deﬁned as an unsafe
structure, lacking running
water or heat, overcrowded,
or similar circumstances.
Applicants must be ineligible for home mortgage
ﬁnancing through regular
ﬁnancial institutions in the
amount needed for an adequate house, but have the
ability to pay closing costs
and make mortgage payments over a number of years,
continued Brown. They must
agree to partner with Habitat
by committing to perform
at least 300 hours of Sweat
Equity per adult, ages 18 or
older who will reside in the
home.
They must complete prescribed training in areas such
as home ownership, budgeting, legal issues and energy
efﬁciency. They must demonstrate ﬁnancial responsibility

The

through adequate credit references, and show proof that the
family income is more than
30% of the Lancaster County
median income and is not
more than 60% of the Northumberland County median
income. Debt-income ratio is
also a consideration.
Requirements and selection criteria is available at
LNHabitat.org, or by calling
435-3461.

JEWELRY
FACTS
BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

The wife of an Egyptian king was buried
about 3200 B.C. with gold bracelets, chains
and rosettes beﬁtting her rank. These were
early examples of the goldsmith’s art . . . . one
of the oldest of art forms. The priceless gold
crowns used by British monarchs are kept
in the Tower of London under heavy guard.
The crowns and other crown jewels may be
seen by the public almost any day.
Exquisite gold jewelry is a constant source
of joy for its owner. We have a big selection,
sure to include just what you want.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
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The Oak Tree
at Quinton Oaks Golf Course
804.529.5200

Featuring

Every Wednesday Night
5 pm to 10 pm

Seafood Platter For Two
$30
Snow Crab Legs, Shrimp, Oysters, Mini Crab Cakes,
Beer Battered Fish, Hush Puppies, Cole Slaw and House Fries.
Adult Beverage Included

LUNCH DAILY 11 am to 4 pm
Dinner Wednesday to Saturday 5 pm to 10 pm
262 Quinton Oaks Lane
Callao, Virginia 22435
From Lancaster: Route 3 to Lively, right on Alfonso Road, follow to the end,
left on Route 600, travel for 11 miles, right on Quinton Oaks Lane.
From the Callao area: Travel Route 360 West, toward Village, left turn on Lutterville Lane and
go to the stop sign, left on Route 600 (Ridge Road), take the next left on Quinton Oaks Lane.

COMING SOON THURSDAY TAPAS
Website under construction www.theoaktree.com
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Steamboat
Stories

Focal Point

by Ann L. McClintock
Summer Camp Meetings

by Robert Mason Jr.
We’re well into the boating season and I have yet to
get on the river.
However, I did stumble
over a few nautical-related
cliches while reviewing The
Dictionary of Cliches by
James Rogers.
Here are a few that every
riverneck worth his salt
should master:
s h! v 4OPNOTCH OR THE
best. Long before the steak
sauce, Lloyd’s Register of
Shipping applied this rating
to ships in ﬁrst-class condition, for insuring purposes.
s h!N ALBATROSS AROUND THE
neck” - A burden difﬁcult
to get rid of, as in a large
seabird. Read The Ancient
Mariner.
s h!LL AT SEAv ,OST AS IN
a riverneck who’s lost his
bearings.
s h!LL IN THE SAME BOATv
In it together. Read “Judith”
(circa 1584) by Thomas
Hudson.
s h!NY PORT IN A STORMv
Any refuge one can ﬁnd in
time of physical or mental
difﬁculty.
s h"ACK AND lLLv 4O VACillate, or wafﬂe. Ask a sailor
to explain the navigational
technique of drifting with
the tide and backing and
ﬁlling the sails as necessary
to slow the ship or move
forward.
s h"AT OUT OF HELLv 4O
move rapidly. Some boats
are designed to get along
like a bat out of hell.
s h"ATTEN DOWN THE
hatches” - Prepare for trouble, or bad weather, ahead.
s h"ETWEEN THE DEVIL AND
the deep blue sea” - Facing
two equally severe dangers.
s h4O THE BITTER ENDv
– Enduring an adversity
throughout its course. Capt.
John Smith makes reference to the concept in A
Sea Grammer, published in
1627.
s h#LEAR THE DECKSv 'ET
ready for action.
s h#OME HELL OR HIGH
water” - Sail on, whatever
the consequences may be.
s h#RAZY AS A COOTv *UST
watch one of these birds.
s h$EADER THAN A MACKerel” - As dead as it gets.
s ! lSH OUT OF WATER /UT
of one’s element.
s h4O lSH IN TROUBLED
waters” - To take advantage
of someone in difﬁculty.
s h&ISH OR CUT BAITv 3TOP
procrastinating. Move on.
Make a decision.
s h7ITH A FULL HEAD OF
steam” - To do it with
power.
s h&ULL STEAM AHEADv !T
top speed.
s h'ET YOUR SECOND WINDv
- Renewed vigor.
s h'IVE A WIDE BERTH TOv
- Steer clear of. The term
berth refers to plenty of searoom for a ship at anchor, or
plenty of distance for ships
under sail to keep clear.
s h(APPY AS A CLAMv
Carefree.
s h(ARD AND FASTv &IXED
originally referring to a ship
that’s run aground.
To be continued.

Midnight on Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Photo by Garnett Fisher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rrecord.com subject
line Focal Point.

YOUR LETTERS
Coal-ﬁred plant
could prove costly
in several ways
I was extremely alarmed
to discover last week that
Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative (ODEC) in
coalition with the Northern Neck Electric Cooperative (NNEC) plans to
build a $6 billion coalfired power plant in the
name of its members.
Apparently the project has
been in the works since
2009, but I have not heard
of it from the co-op or in
the local news.
By supporting ODEC’s
plan to build the Cypress
Creek Power Station,
NNEC has committed its
members to a very expensive and capital-intensive
generation expansion plan
at a time of significant
economic and financial
uncertainty. For NNEC
members, the $6 billion
spent building the Cypress
Creek coal plant will be
reflected in members’
rates for decades to come,
and totaling at as much
as $8,000 to $13,000 per
household over all.
The financial future of
coal is uncertain and will
become turbulent as the
industry struggles against
the imminent implementation of federal regulations
aimed at limiting carbon
dioxide (CO2) and other
greenhouse gas emissions.
Uncertainty over construction costs and the cost of
complying with new emissions and safety standards
has already resulted in the
cancellation of many new
coal power plants.
Due to the considerable
financial risk involved
in the construction of
the Cypress Creek plant,
it seems like the NNEC
should have made a greater
effort to inform its members and involve them in
the decision-making process before spending billions (30 million of which

has already been spent)
in member dollars on this
project. Ultimately, co-op
members are the ones
whose rates are on the
line, and therefore deserve
to be consulted about such
a financial burden.
Chelsea Roseberry,
Herndon

Calling to serve
Earlier this year, back
in April or May, I had
expressed to Mrs. Nunn and
to town manager Tom Saunders of my intent to apply
for the vacancy on the planning commission.
In a subsequent conversation with Mrs. Nunn expressing my difﬁculty in reaching
Mrs. Ludwig, she suggested
that I send an email to Mrs.
Ludwig expressing my
interest. However, I felt that
I would rather talk to her
directly rather than just send
her an email.
I made several additional
telephone calls to Mrs. Ludwig’s home and still was
never able to get an answer.
I had also talked to Susan
Cockrell and told her of my
problem with not getting
any response to my repeated
calls to Mrs. Ludwig.
It was shortly after that
conversation that the resignation of Johnny Smith from
the Town Council became
known and I have since
devoted my efforts in trying
to get appointed to ﬁll either
that vacancy or the one created by the later resignation
of Randy Moubray. Both of
these were announced at the
June meeting of the town
council.
However, I wonder if
I would also have been
rejected for being too staid
or perhaps not being staid
enough?
Howard R. Straughan Jr.,
Kilmarnock

Back on track
I would like to congratulate Joan Gravatt, Mae
Umphlett and Denis Bouslough on their appointments

Of Social Security,
term limits & such

to the planning commission
and town council for Kilmarnock. Their commitment
to the well-being of our town
is obvious, and I am sure we
will all beneﬁt from their
service.
In the past few weeks, I
have read with dismay the
accusations ﬂung back and
forth between the mayor,
council members and planning commission members
of the Town of Kilmarnock
regarding the existence or
non-existence of candidates
for the open position on the
commission.
I was especially disappointed to read Mrs. Ludwig’s accusation that Mrs.
Nunn had misled the council
when she mentioned there
were at least three applicants
for the position. To mislead
someone implies purposeful
dishonesty, and I had already
explained to Mrs. Ludwig
what actually happened with
at least one of the candidates,
myself.
The truth was rather
simple and did not require
any drama or unpleasantness. Mrs. Nunn informed
me in May about the vacancy
on the commission and suggested I contact Mrs. Ludwig
if I wished to be considered.
I thought this was a good
idea since I believe a strong
Republic requires broad citizen participation, and I told
Mrs. Nunn I would email
Mrs. Ludwig immediately.
Unfortunately, I was
extremely busy, and I simply
forgot to do it. Mrs. Nunn
was right to assume I had
turned in my name as a candidate, as I generally do what
I agree to do. She was in no
way “misleading” anyone,
and I resent the accusation of
dishonesty the term implies.
In the future, I hope all
members, volunteer and otherwise, of our town government will give each other
the beneﬁt of the doubt and
refrain from all the silly
name calling.

Our Social Security is
our money, not the government’s. The Social Security
Trust Funds are the OldAge and Survivors Insurance (OASI) Trust Fund and
the Disability Insurance (DI)
Trust Fund.
The OASI Trust Fund
began in 1937 and the DI in
1957. These trust funds are
managed by the Department
of the Treasury. Money is
deducted from our paychecks, put into the Social
Security Trust Fund, and
invested by the Treasury
Department.
That’s the theory. The
facts, however, are a bit different: The money actually
has gone into the general
fund and has been spent
by the government. It is no
longer there. Social Security
payments are being paid from
the general fund, according
to my understanding. This is
why our Congress, secure in
its self-granted retirement
and medical beneﬁts paid
for by our money, is holding us up for ransom in its
squabble with the current
administration.
There has been much discussion about term limits
for Congress. Why doesn’t
Congress impose term
limits on itself? We all know
the answer to that question.
But there is a solution— we
the people can impose term
limits on Congress very
easily: Just vote out all of
the entrenched Congress
after one term. This would
perhaps eliminate the “old
boy networks” that big business has installed in Washington.
And don’t get me started
on campaign ﬁnance reform.
In this day of Facebook,
Flickr, Linkedln, Twitter and
Youtube, why does it cost
$4 billion for candidates to
stand up and tell us what
they think?

Mei-Li Beane,
Kilmarnock

Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

It’s the perfect time to
tell you about the summer
camp meetings at Wharton
Grove on the Corrotoman
River in Weems. Whew,
it’s hot now and it was just
as hot then, even under the
shade of the three great
oaks and the tabernacle.
Dr. Henry Marvin Wharton of Baltimore and the
Rev. F. W. Claybrook of
Lancaster were two eager
Baptist evangelists with
a dream. They built a
campground with tents
(rustic cottages) surrounding a tabernacle, setting
in motion revival camp
meetings beginning in
1894. Their preaching and
singing were to renew the
Holy Spirit and bring new
converts to their knees in
prayer.
Virginia Hamilton Messick of Irvington Baptist
Church had told me stories of the wonderful times
remembered when she and
her friends planned and
attended those protracted
revival meetings. She also
told me about Miss Clara
Virginia Wilder who was
the organist for many years
at the camp meetings.
Young ladies had to have
enough ﬁnery for 10 days.
They had special dresses
made with demur necklines and many rufﬂes,
and hats trimmed in colorful ribbons just for the
occasion. Trunks and bags
from local families such as
Wilder, Haydon, George,
Hamilton, Simmons and
Ashburn were sent ahead
by horse-drawn wagons.
It was a grand time for
renewing friendships and
making new ones. And
it was a time for “young
men in their best suits and
bowler hats” to meet “the
special girl hiding behind
a fan” that brought about
future weddings. At night
the sound of the organ,
hymns and confessions of
faith ﬁlled the surrounding groves of stately oaks,
mingling with the songs of
the evening katydids and
hoot owls.
People from far and
wide, in all kinds of boats,
many from the cities on
steamboats, came to Wharton Grove. There were
times when more than
3,000 people attended on
a Sunday afternoon. These
camps were an imoportant
aspect to many lives and
were anxiously awaited
each year.
The granddaughter of a
steamboat captain, Anne
Long McClintock is the
historian at the Steamboat
Era Museum in Irvington.
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Excerpts
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V

irginia Hatton Fisher Bass was one of
the Northern Neck’s most avid lovers
of ﬂowers. She counted among her best
friends all things that bloomed, knew them
by name, and enjoyed cultivating their
acquaintance. She understood what their
idiosyncratic tastes were and respected
their wishes with respect to soil likes and
dislikes as well as what they wanted with
regard to water consumption. Flowers
were a big part of the rich and rewarding
life that she led for 93 years.
She came by that afﬁnity quite naturally, as her mother, Mrs. Train Hatton,
who lived to be 87, was also a ﬂower
devotee. Her father was a farmer, and
her brother, Anderson, better known as
“Boxcar,” had a knack with vegetables
that was known across the entire scope of
the lower Northern Neck. His stand in a
small trailer at Wicomico Church always
would sell out by midday.
Virginia and her ﬁrst husband, Carl
Fisher, came back to the Northern Neck
from Northern Virginia to live on the
waters of Crane’s Creek. Carl was a
painter, truly an artist with respect to any

Virginia and Carl were
visitors. They liked to call
on folks, especially in the
summer, and sit on the
porch and chat.
interior room. His work was extraordinarily precise, but even more than enjoying the progress he was making, his customers had the good fortune of his presence while he was on the job.
Carl, who died in 1976, had a style
that was unique. In 1971 he painted the
entirety of our old farmhouse, which over
the years we have re-painted after normal
wear, but one ceiling still is as he left it,
and as it looks as pristine as when he did
it, we have never redone it.
He was also a prescient observer of the
passing scene, and he could talk and paint
simultaneously, with equal alacrity in
both areas. I recall that he would say that
he did not wallpaper a room, but rather

that he “canvassed” it, and 40 years later
I think of him and that remark whenever
someone says he or she is having some
“wallpapering” done.
He was also a proponent of U.S. 17 as
the best way to travel to Northern Virginia. He was a direct person, very clear
in his own opinions, and always eager to
hear what others thought. A few years
ago, when in writing about their son, Al,
better known as “Junior,” who served with
eminent distinction as a Virginia Marine
Patrol ofﬁcer for 28 years, and upon retiring became a deputy sheriff of Northumberland County, Virginia called me to say
that she was pleased I had written about
her son, but especially was delighted that
I had mentioned her husband.
Virginia and Carl were visitors. They
liked to call on folks, especially in the
summer, and sit on the porch and chat.
They embodied the essence of what good
country living should be, and they both
were among the most welcoming individuals any newcomer could wish to meet.
A few years after Carl’s death, Virginia
re-married and began dividing her time

between Remo in the summer and Florida
in the winter. She drove until a couple of
years ago. However, as her vision began
to change, she gave up that privilege,
but continued to travel south for the cold
months.
Two weeks ago she fell in her home,
breaking her hip and her arm, and a few
days later she died after undergoing surgery. She would have been the happiest
person at her wake, as the ﬂowers were
magniﬁcent, and worthy of the connoisseur that she was. She would have been
eager to describe them, and particularly
satisﬁed that some were imports, which
if she did not know, she would have soon
thereafter.
Virginia was a war baby, having been
born in the middle of the First World War.
She was a genuinely wholesome person,
who reﬂected the sound country values
that were her heritage, and the kind and
innate interest she constantly developed
all her life in knowing and liking other
people.
Virginia Mae Hatton Fisher Bass, January 11, 1918 – July 12, 2011. R.I.P.
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YOUR LETTERS
Fumigate the
White House
Times are tough for too
many citizens in our country.
We hear and read so much
about excessive government
spending and loopholes in
our tax system for the rich.
We read that the debt ceiling
must be raised or the resulting default on some of our
debt, and failure to fund our
entitlement programs, will
bring further harm to our
citizens.
It all comes down to
the question of what must
we do to ensure the future
and security of our great
nation?
The answer is simple: Do
what is necessary to grow
our economy and put people
back to work. How is this
accomplished?
Some believe that if more
federal funds are provided
to businesses our economy
will grow and jobs will be
created. Others believe that
tax incentives and less government regulations to small
businesses is the answer.
Herein lies an abbreviated
version of one major difference between the Democrats
and Republicans. And yes,
the solution to our economic
problems is political.
What does our history
reveal about the outcome
of these two approaches to
growing our economy and
improving employment in
our country?
Yo don’t have to be a history buff to know that the
Democrat’s New Deal in
the 1930s that placed new
taxes on the “rich” and created temporary jobs did not
stimulate the broader economy and create long-term
jobs. Unemployment actually rose.
“Reagonomics” of the
1980s on the other hand,
reduced government spending, reduced taxes, reduced
government
regulations,
and controlled the money
supply, all of which dramatically reduced unemployment and brought about
one of the longest economic
expansions in our history.
So, the question we
must ask ourselves now is:
Should we vote to continue
“Obamanomics” or should
we take a lesson from history and vote for the party
whose solution more closely
resembles “Reaganomics”?
Do we want more dependency on our government or
do we want our free enterprise system to work providing long-term economic
growth and much needed
new jobs?
The 2012 election will
be here before we know it.
I urge everyone to do their
homework, understand the
direction President Obama
and his stooges (czars) are
intentionally taking us, and
decide if that is the future
you want for your children
and grandchildren. Your
vote is critical and, together,
we can fumigate the White
House and help save our
great country.
Ned Crockett,
Irvington

Clarifying
misconceptions
It was with regret that I
read a Letter to the Editor
last week giving rise to misconceptions about revisions
to Title IV of the Canons
of the Episcopal Church
that went into effect July 1,
2011.
For example, the standards of conduct and disciplinary procedures set out in
Title IV are only applicable
to bishops and clergy; lay
persons, including parish
leaders, are not subject to
Title IV.
The revised Title IV with
safeguards built in at every
stage of the process emphasizes alternative resolution
approaches and conciliation
efforts, as contrasted with
the “Trial Court” emphasis
of old Title IV. Charges must
be material and substantial
and are subject to a clear
and convincing evidentiary
standard.
“The ﬂimsiest of charges”
and “the weakest of charges”
that concern the writer are
weeded out, if made, at the
early stages of the process.
The authority for the process is vested in a disciplinary board for clergy and a
disciplinary board of bish-

ops for bishops, with such
boards comprised of elected
members. Authority is not
vested solely in a bishop (in
the case of alleged misconduct of a clergy person) or
the presiding bishop (in the
case of alleged misconduct
of a bishop) as implied in
the letter.
But my guess is that the
above has little interest for
anyone except those who
are members of the Episcopal Church around here and
those who consider that they
are right and the Episcopal
Church is wrong. Or others
may be watching with some
interest our denominational
issues because conﬂict,
wherever and whenever it
happens, seems to galvanize
interest.
My concern about last
week’s letter is that it appears
to encourage polarization
and setting folks at odds
with each other. We have
the freedom of association
and can change where we
worship and with whom, as
the writer has done. But as
Christians we are called to
work together to bring about
the Kingdom.
However different we
Christians may be, whatever
our choice of place and way
of worship, however tightly
we hold onto our positions
over so many faith-related
matters, our common ground
is Jesus Christ and his calling to ways characterized by
peace and love.
There is so much to be
done in the Northern Neck.
We need to open our hearts
and minds and reach out, not
build walls and point ﬁngers. My hope is that we can
move through whatever separates us and work together
to bring about the fullness
of life that is Christ’s vision
for all.
As members of churches
in the Northern Neck we
must do what we can to
reach across dividing lines,
sharing our time, talent and
treasure, our gifts from God,
to serve that vision.
The Rev.Torrence Harman,
Lancaster

Co-op proposal
prompts concerns
The Old Dominion Electric Cooperative (ODEC)
currently provides power for
10 smaller co-ops, including Northern Neck Electric
Co-op (NNEC) in Warsaw.
To
meet
projected
demands for power, a coalpowered production plant
has been proposed for
Dendron in Surry County.
Opposition to the plant has
surfaced from many quarters.
Coal would be needed
to run the proposed facility. Access to coal supplies
would necessitate strip
mining in mountainous
areas. Such mining would
contaminate streams which
ultimately drain into the
Chesapeake Bay and would
pollute the air as well. Further, the plant would produce new pollutants, including mercury, which would
land in our waters.
The Chesapeake Bay
Foundation, among others,
is strongly opposed to the
project. A group known as
the Wise Energy for Virginia Coalition is calling
for consideration of cleaner
energy production methods
including off-shore wind
and solar.
The ODEC recognizes
the future will certainly
bring new carbon pollution
regulations that will make
coal a poor investment and
yet it continues to push for
the new plant. Numerous
permits are required for the
construction, and opposition to the project is delaying their issuance.
Meanwhile, in England,
an exciting bio-energy
alternative, the Teesside
power station, is moving
forward. Their plan is for a
plant purported to be quiet,
clean and integrated into its
surroundings. It is to have
tree-covered slopes as well
as facilities for parties. In
other words, it is designed
to protect the environment
while providing more for
the community than merely
electricity.
Admittedly, I am not
qualiﬁed to address issues
such as this one, but others
in our community are. I

would urge that such parties study this matter and
consider examining it publicly at the NNEC annual
meeting at 7 p.m. August
4 at Northumberland High
School in Claraville.
A Better NNEC may have
more information on the
subject; 804-372-7187.
Russ Kowalski,
Wicomico Church

Lampmann is a
natural leader
Thank you for this rare
opportunity to speak in
support of a person I have
admired for many years,
John Lampmann.
However, since John is now a
candidate for public ofﬁce,
I simply had to write to say
how fortunate we are to have
someone so uniquely qualiﬁed to represent us as Delegate for the 99th District.
Allow me to cite, in particular, that John Lampmann
has served a lengthy career
in a key leadership role on
Capitol Hill and knows how
to shepherd the peoples’
issues through the legislative process.
Many of you know about
John Lampmann’s work
over the past two years in
dealing with issues arising
from the planned expansion
of explosives training at Fort
AP Hill. John was the recognized leader in facilitating a
resolution to the matters of
supporting the training of
our troops while protecting
the surrounding residential
communities from the likely
impact of such an expansion.
A complex and challenging task, but John was able
to pinpoint the issues, bring
ofﬁcials from the military,
the federal and local governments and the private
residents
together at a
common table to work out
the remedies. John donated
literally hundreds of volunteer hours researching, writing, talking, traveling and
persisting on the matters
until a reasonable solution
was reached. It is important to add that John Lampmann gained the respect of
a grateful community in the
process.
I am happy to tell you that
my husband, Rudy, and I
have had the good fortune of
an abiding friendship with
John and Maggie Lampmann spanning the 21 years
we all have lived in Caroline County. So when John
told us that he was going
to become a candidate for
ofﬁce, we were thrilled. We
believe that public service is
a calling for John.
He is prepared to serve, in
part, through his life’s work
to-date, which includes an
18-year career as chief of
staff for a member of our
U.S. Congress.
During
this time, John received the
honor of becoming a Stennis Fellow, a title reserved
for only the top, “cream
of the crop” congressional
staff leaders. It seems that
wherever he serves, he does
so with distinction.
Now for all his knowledge
and skill, if you were to ask
me what personal qualities I
associate with John, immediately I can answer that he
is the deﬁnition of integrity.
We know John to be a reasoned, but deep thinker who
keeps an even temperament
and deals fairly with everyone. I should mention that
he has a highly entertaining
sense of humor also.
John Lampmann is that
unique kind of person, who
emerges as leader just in
time, every time, and just
when you need him.
How inspiring to have
an individual that Caroline
County, and our neighborhood, can be proud to send
to Richmond, as the next
Delegate for the 99th District.
Patricia Rodriguez,
Port Royal

Tax numbers show
who’s contributing
In the July 7 Rappahannock Record, a letter suggests the wealthy should
not be “exempt from sacrifice” but should be made
to increase their tax contributions to help reduce the
federal budget deficit.
It is not my intent to
defend the wealthy or
their right to retain assets.
Instead, in the interest of

proper balance, I think we
should look at all sides
of the issue and not just
use selected statistics to
propagate half-truths and
myths.
While it may be true the
top 25% of households
own 87% of the wealth in
America, they also contribute most of the federal
income
taxes—86.34%
in 2008—and would also
pay most of the property
taxes.
As to the “millionaires
and billionaires,” the top
1% of households made
19% of pre-tax income,
but paid 39% of all federal
individual income tax. So
it would not appear that
they are “exempt from sacrifice.” Interestingly, 49%
of all American citizens
paid no federal income tax
at all in 2008. So who is
doing the sacrificing?
Also, I don’t believe
these figures include the
illegal alien population,
variously estimated at 10
to 20 million.
As to the “tax cuts for
the rich, in effect since
2001,” I believe this is
a reference to the two
pieces of legislation—the
EGTRRA in 2001 and the
JGTRRA in 2003 which
are sometimes referred to
as the “Bush tax cuts.” So
how did the “rich” benefit
from these?
Before the cuts, in 2000
the top 1% paid 37.42% of
all individual tax, after the
cuts, in 2008 the top 1%
paid 38.02%—their share
of the tax burden actually
increased. This is also true
for the top 25% of income
tax filers – their share
increased from 84.01% in
2000 to 86.34% in 2008.
Note also that the share
for the bottom 50% of taxpayers actually decreased
from 3.91% before the cuts
to 2.7% after the cuts. The
reader can decide whether
the label “tax cuts for the
rich” is myth or fact.
Dealing with the federal
deficit is the most critical and complicated issue
for our country today, and
for future generations.
All avenues for solution

should be explored—revenue and expense. Our politicians seem to be focused
on two big ones—Medicare/Social Security and
Military. But these make
up only about 58% of the
2011 Federal Budget. And
Medicare/Social Security
are funded through individual and employer contributions not included
in the income tax figures
above.
Maybe we should look at
other areas where expense
savings could be achieved.
For example, foreign aid
was $45 billion in 2009, or
roughly 9% of the Medicare budget for 2011.
Or various government
departments which may no
longer be justified—for
example, the Department
of Energy was, I think,
created to reduce our
dependence on foreign oil.

How’s that working out?
Maybe the 49% of Americans who pay no federal
income tax would like to
contribute? Or maybe the
illegal aliens would like to
chip in?
But please give credit to
those who do contribute,
and contribute significantly, to our country.
Randy Romaine,
Lancaster

Full color is FREE with
most ads during July.
Call the Record today!

OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION
The Constitution of Virginia requires that you
be registered in the precinct in which you live in
order to be qualified to vote. In order to be eligible to vote in the August Republican Primary
to be held on Tuesday, August 23, 2011 and you
are not a registered voter, you may register in
person at your local Voter Registration Office
or Designated State Voter Registration Agency
(i.e. DMV, Department of Social Services, Department of Health etc.) no later than the normal
close of business of that agency on Tuesday,
August 1, 2011. If you have recently registered
to vote by means other than at the local Office
of the General Registrar and have not received
an official voter registration card, please call our
office at the number shown below before August 1, 2011. No changes or additions may be
made to the voter registration records after this
date for the August Republician Primary.
Tuesday, August 16 is the last day on which an
absentee ballot can be mailed. Saturday, August
20, 2011 is the LAST DAY for this election on
which qualified applicants may vote absentee
ballots in person. In addition to regular office
hours, the Lancaster County Voter Registration
Office located at 8694 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, VA 22503 will be open Saturday, August 20,
2011 from 9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM for the convenience of registered voters who need to vote by
absentee ballot.
Please call 462-5277 should you have any
questions.
July 21 x

TICKETS

76th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL
JULY 28th - AUGUST 6th
(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!
2011 CHEVY CAMARO COVERTIBLE

Provided by Ken Houtz Chevrolet & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 7,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!
Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S
76th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL
DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

INDEPENDENCE DAY!
AUGUST 23, 2011
RECLAIM THE NORTHERN NECK’S FUTURE
VOTE

JOHN LAMPMANN
FOR DELEGATE
John Lampmann is Independent.

He is the only candidate in the August 23rd Republican Primary who refuses
to take up to $250,000 from his state party leadership funded by urban
special interests.
“…Lampmann is striking right at the heart of the problem faced by legislators in the Northern Neck and other rural areas control by state party interests that favor urban areas over rural communities.” -- The King George
Journal
John Lampmann knows that the money does not come without strings. And
he won’t let urban special interest money come between him and the people
of the Northern Neck.
John Lampmann will work with Richmond. He will never work for Richmond. He will always work for us. As our Delegate should.
His two opponents of sign war fame, profess it is possible to take $250,000
from urban interests and still represent with integrity only our rural interests.
Lampmann believes they are inexperienced and naïve or just don’t believe
what they say.
More than ever, the Northern Neck needs a Delegate in the General Assembly who has allegiance to only them and not to the urban interests that stand ready to fund their campaigns.

John Lampmann is Experienced.
For 18 years he was Chief of Staff to Lamar Smith, the current Chairman of the U.S. House Judiciary Committee.
The only candidate in the Republican Primary with substantive legislative accomplishments, he is credited with – among other accomplishments - key roles in
cutting government overhead spending, securing our borders and denying taxpayer beneﬁts to illegal aliens.
We in the Northern Neck and rural Virginia need a Delegate with that kind of demonstrated legislative accomplishment. Virginia urban areas hold a four-toone majority in the House of Delegates. We need a Delegate that has the know-how to take on such odds and go to work for us on day one.
To effectively lead the Northern Neck through these difﬁcult times, we need a Representative that is both experienced and independent. Neither alone will do.
John Lampmann is the only candidate that meets either of these critical needs.

John Lampmann is Conservative.
He believes in the sanctity of life.
With John Adams, he believes that the highest ofﬁce in our country is that of citizen.
In a nation “of, by and for the people”, he believes that with the gift of liberty citizens have the ultimate responsibility for our representative form of government, including our Constitution, our Federal system and public policy.
He believes that, key to securing our representative form of government, citizens and their elected representatives have a duty to make sure outside interests
do not come between them.
He believes that the goal of public policy is the encouragement and support of self-government.
He believes in the free enterprise system. Government’s role is to support the private sector in job creation.
He believes that our Fifth Amendment property rights are the foundation of the free enterprise system and that without them, individual freedom cannot
survive.
He believes the Second Amendment is essential to guarantee citizens the right to self-defense.
He is a social and ﬁscal conservative.

Stand with John Lampmann on August 23rd and declare the Northern Neck
again Independent from Richmond’s urban interest control.
Vote for John Lampmann in the open Republican Primary
on Independence Day – AUGUST 23rd.
To learn more about our new leader for Rural Virginia and to volunteer or contribute go to:

lampmannfordelegate.com

www.

Authorized and paid for by Lampmann for Delegate.

