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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Charity swim
The 18th annual Potomac River Swim for the 
Environment was  held Saturday. Take the plunge 
at RRecord.com.
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WINDMILL POINT—A 37-year-old woman and 
46-year-old man died after their boat crashed into a sea-
wall at the entrance to Windmill Point Marina on the 
Rappahannock River Friday evening.

Police identified the woman as Catherine Smith Wil-
liams, originally from Tappahannock but living in Rich-
mond, and Robert Andrews Taylor 
Jr. of Bowling Green and Tappahan-
nock. 

Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) spokes-
woman Julia Dixon said the couple 
“started out from Windmill Point 
Marina. The boater placed a 911 call 
just before 10 p.m. and reported he 
had struck something in Broad Creek 
(in Deltaville) and his female passen-
ger was injured.” 

“They hit the #1 lighted naviga-
tion aid in the channel,” at Broad 
Creek, according to DGIF Conserva-
tion Police Sgt. Richard Goszka. In 
reviewing the 911 tapes, Taylor indicated his passenger 
was unconscious, said Goszka.

However, by the time the Coast Guard responded 
to the call the boat had left the area and traveled back 
to Windmill Point. “According to a computer onboard 
the boat, they were traveling at 40 mph when the boat 
crashed into a breakwall at the entrance to Windmill 
Point Marina,” said Dixon. 

Goszka reported an off-duty officer in his unit wit-
nessed the second crash at 10:15 p.m.

“He rushed over, saw they were unconscious, turned 

off the boat’s engines and began first aid,” said Goszka. 
“The 25-foot Grady White fishing boat was in full throt-
tle position. You can imagine what it’s like to hit a wall at 
that speed and not wearing a seat belt.”

Police have been unable to ascertain why the couple 
did not stay at the site of the first crash and made the 
fatal decision to cross the river. As part of their investiga-
tion, Goszka said they are collecting more data from the 

boat’s computers and GPS system.
“They may have panicked. The 

boat may have been taking on water,” 
Goszka speculated.

Goszka confirmed the couple had 
a $50 receipt from the Tiki Bar that 
did not reflect the purchase of meals. 
The receipt was time stamped at 9 
p.m.

Goszka said they are waiting for 
the toxicology report before saying if 
alcohol was involved.

“We like to have the evidence in 
hand before we make that state-
ment,” he said. “This is no longer a 
criminal investigation. We are just 

piecing together their actions that night and analyzing 
data from the last 13 minutes off the boat’s computers.”

The officer noted that boating at night can be risky 
because darkness can interfere with the ability to deter-
mine depth perception. Additionally, he pointed out the 
difficulty of entering the channel into Windmill Point 
Marina at night. 

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department, Kilmar-
nock-Lancaster County Volunteer Rescue Squad, White 

Marine police examine the boat that crashed into a seawall at Windmill Point Marina Friday night, 
killing two. Photo by Audrey Thomasson.

Two killed when boat slams
into seawall at Windmill Point

by Audrey Thomasson

“The 25-foot Grady 
White fishing boat was 
in full throttle position. 
You can imagine what 
it’s like to hit a wall 
at that speed and not 
wearing a seat belt.”

—Sgt. Richard Goszka, 
DGIF Conservation Police

HEATHSVILLE—Only a handful of citi-
zens attended the June 1 Northumberland 
board of supervisors hearing on a proposed 
2011-12 budget totaling $35,084,588.

Comments were limited to representatives 
from the Kilmarnock-Lancaster County Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad and the Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic. 

Sonny Thomas thanked the board for its 
support of the KLCVRS and specifically 
Tommy Tomlin for his interest in consider-
ation of a donation to the squad.

“This service is very costly and becomes 
more expensive if not done by volunteers,” 
said Thomas.

The squad will soon need to purchase three 
ambulances which will cost an estimated 
$150,000, he said.

Clinic executive director Jean Nelson 
expressed gratitude to the board before 
stressing the importance of fund-raising to 
the operation of the clinic.

“It has the word free in it, but it takes $1.2 
million to run the clinic,” said Nelson.

Regarding a draft No Discharge Zone 
(NDZ) hearing held by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality the previous 
night, chairman Ronald Jett had only one 

comment, “It will affect us economically.”
If approved, the NDZ application would 

prohibit the discharge of treated sewage from 
boats in many Northumberland County tribu-
taries.

The board will hold a work session on 
the budget at 4 p.m. today (June 9) and con-
vene its regular monthly meeting at 5 p.m. 
at the courts building at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

WHITE STONE—Leigh Mer-
rick, the only property owner to 
attend last week’s public hearing 
on White Stone’s 2012 budget, sug-
gested the town could raise more 
revenue by issuing more speeding 
tickets. 

“I know that people go through 
here like bats out of hell,” said 
Merrick, who owns two buildings 
in town. “If we could issue more 
tickets, that’s one source of reve-
nue. I think we could rack up some 
money.”

The town council has been strug-
gling over the past two months with 
balancing its proposed $146,945 
budget, which included a projected 
deficit of $22,726. 

In a special meeting two weeks 
ago, council voted to balance 
the budget using money from its 
reserve fund, but further decided 
that council would have a plan 
to balance the budget, either by 
increasing revenue or cutting 
expenditures, by October 1, 2011. 

“I applaud the budget committee 
because they’ve met several times 
on this thing,” said Mayor Lloyd 
B. Hubbard. “But we’re still not 
pleased with it.”

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, the budget commit-
tee has met five times on a budget 
with projected revenues for 2012 
of $124,219. Projected expendi-
tures are $146,945 with public 
safety again as the big ticket 
item with proposed expenses of 
$65,080, an increase of $7,519 
from FY 2011. 

Proposed central office expen-
ditures, which include salaries, 
advertising fees and equipment 
expenses, are $38,034, an increase 
of $5,039 from 2011. 

Proposed expenses for building 
and external environment, which 
includes mortgage payments and 
utilities, rose $1,628 to $38,801. 
And proposed town council 
expenses, which include accoun-

tant’s fees, advertising expenses, 
postage and supplies, increased by 
$2,125 to $5,030. 

Councilman Joe Sliakis cau-
tioned residents: “We can’t live off 
our reserve funds,” he said. “The 
public is forewarned we’re going 
to have to do something.”

Discussions at a special budget 
meeting two weeks ago concen-
trated on either a business fee or 
meals tax, or cutting expenses in 
public safety. 

Council will hold a special 
meeting today (June 9) at 5 p.m. to 
adopt the budget. 

In other business, council-
man Randy Reeves reported that 
upgrades to the parking lot are 
nearly complete. Reeves, chair of 
the building and external environ-
ment committee, said the cost of 
upgrading the parking lot is about 
$600 more than estimated because 
an old sewage line was found to be 
leaking and had to be repaired. In 
addition, an electric line that was 
previously placed too shallow was 
cut and relaid. 

Reeves helped to secure Bay 
Transit as a renter for the back 
room at the town office. Before the 
organization could move in, a new 
heating and air conditioning unit 
had to be installed and upgrades 
had to be made to the parking 
area. 

“I want to commend Randy for 
his hard work and diligence in get-
ting the repairs done,” said Hub-
bard. 
Gaming fee waived

Council unanimously voted to 
waive the gaming application fee 
for the White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department, which holds a raffle 
on the third Saturday of Septem-
ber. 

Sliakis moved to waive the fee 
and Irving Brittingham seconded 
it. Sliakis, Brittingham, Reeves, 
Scott Hudson, Tina Davis and Jen-
nifer Hodges voted for the motion. 
Deputy mayor David Jones was 
not in attendance.

HEATHSVILLE—Some 23 
citizens, watermen, recreational 
boaters, marina owners, and local 
and state government members 
came out last Tuesday for the 
Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality’s presentation of a 
draft No Discharge Zone (NDZ) 
application for selected waters in 
Northumberland County.

The primary concern raised by 
the public was a lack of quantita-
tive data from other NDZs in the 
state.

The Lynnhaven River in Vir-
ginia Beach was cited as a posi-
tive example of a NDZ. There, 
shellfish growing areas closed 
since the 1930s have re-opened 
and the Cavalier Golf & Yacht 
Club reported more pumpouts. 
However, other environmental 
projects including septic system 
maintenance were being con-
ducted at the same time, so the 
NDZ cannot be solely credited 
with these improvements, said 
Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality Piedmont 
Regional Water Studies coordina-
tor Margaret Smigo. 

“We cannot quantify that,” was 
the response she offered to many 
questions about pollution reduc-
tion figures for NDZs.

The draft application covers 
Jarvis, Prentice, Dividing, Clo-
verdale, Little Taskmakers and 
Taskmakers creeks; Owens, 
Gaskins, Flag, Big Fleets and 
Corbin ponds; Hack, Cubitt, Hull, 
Cod and Presley creeks; Great 
Wicomico, Little Wicomico, Yeo-
comico, Coan rivers; the Glebe 
and Judith Sound.

“A No Discharge Zone (NDZ) 
is a federally designated body of 
water where discharge of treated 
vessel waste is prohibited,” said 
Smigo in her presentation. NDZs 
apply to discharge from U.S. 
Coast Guard certified Marine San-
itation Devices (MSDs), which 
are required for all commercial 
and recreational vessels with an 
installed toilet as mandated by the 
Clean Water Act, said Smigo.

The problem with MSDs, 
according to Smigo, is that their 
discharge, even at the allowable 
concentration, can be detrimental 
to water quality in Chesapeake 
Bay tributaries and can further 
exacerbate existing bacteria prob-

lems affecting recreational and 
shellfish uses. She said there is a 
disconnect between water qual-
ity standards and MSD treatment 
requirements. Most tidal tributar-
ies of the bay have a shellfish or 
recreation use impairment and are 
more sensitive to pollution due 
to less volume and flushing than 
larger waterbodies, she said.

The selected Northumberland 
waterways were compiled into an 
NDZ application because they are 
compromised by bacterial impair-
ment, low-dissolved oxygen and 
conditions that impair growth 
of aquatic plants, said Northern 
Neck Planning District Commis-
sion environmental planner Stuart 
McKenzie.

The proposed waterways meet 
NDZ criteria because pumpout 
facilities and dump stations are 
available to serve the estimated 
vessel population, he said. Nor-
thumberland has six marinas with 
weekend hours and both dump-
station and pumpout services for 
customers within the proposed 
NDZ. 

Federal stimulus funding total-

White Stone council 
is expected to adopt
$146,945 fiscal plan

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Northumberland budget hearing attracts minimal public interest
by Shannon Rice

Lack of quantitative data noted
at No Discharge Zone presentation

by Shannon Rice

NDZ, continued on page A2

State champion
Lancaster High School senior Joseph “Tay” Betts crosses the finish 
line as the state champion in the 100-meter dash at last weekend’s 
Group A track and field meet at Radford University. Betts also was 
the state runner-up in the 200-meter and helped lead Lancaster to 
a sixth-place finish in the boys meet. For more coverage of the state 
meet, see page C1. Photo Betty Sue Spence

ACCIDENT, continued on page A2
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TheaTer

IN MATHEWS, VA
Phone (804) 725-7760

VIRGINIA’S  Lil Ole Opry presents:

The Stars
of Tomorrow

Saturday • June 11, 2011 • 8 p.m. 
  PLUS  

 All the Opry Regulars 
 Shades of Country 

 Uncle Jimmy Wickham
Adults: $12 • Children under 12: $5

TICKETS: 
Lynne’s Family Restaurant, Mathews 725-9996

The Seabreeze Restaurant, Gwynn’s Island 725-4000
The Mathews County Visitor Center, Mathews 725-4229

Ginny’s Place, Gloucester Point - 642-8780
Marketplace Antiques, White Marsh, Gloucester 694-0544
Coffman’s on the Coast, Hartfield , Middlesex 776-7766

For Information and Reservations 725-7760
Website: www.donkstheater.com

ROUTE 198 at HUDGINS

BBQ • Smoked Meats
Seafood

Steak • Pasta
Sandwiches

Tues. — Thurs. 11 a.m. — 9 p.m.
Fri. — Sat. 11 a.m. — 11 p.m.

Sun. 11 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Closed Monday

Dozier’s Port Urbanna Marina
25 Cross Street • Urbanna

(804) 286-9016

ing $125,000 is being used 
towards data collection 
and application develop-
ment. The use of this fund-
ing, along with the cost of 
enforcement, was another 
concern voiced. Smigo said 
most of the enforcement 
burden would fall on the 
Coast Guard, but localities 
could petition the Virginia 

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will hold a public 
hearing at 7:30 p.m. tonight 
(June 9) in Irvington Bap-
tist Church on a proposed 
fiscal year 2011-12 budget, 
effective July 1.

Anticipated revenue and 

K I L M A R N O C K — A 
closed session on contract 
negotiations for a new 
district superintendent is 
expected to lead off the 
Lancaster school board 
meeting at 6 p.m. Monday, 
June 13, at Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock. The 
regular meeting will begin 
at 6:30.

The board intends to 
announce its selection for 
superintendent during the 
regular session, according 
to chairman Ella Davis. 

Also on the agenda is 
an update on Mercer Place 
apartments in Kilmarnock, 
adoption of a resolution on 
the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act, and 
approval of a Comprehen-
sive Strategic Plan based on 
staff and community input.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet at 
4 p.m. Thursday, June 9, in 
the General District court-
room at 39 Judicial Place in 
Heathsville.

During the first hour, the 
board will conduct a work 
session on the county’s pro-
posed $35,084,588 budget 
for fiscal year 2011-12. 

The board is expected to 
adopt the budget during the 
regular monthly meeting 
which begins at 5 p.m., said 
county administrator Ken-
neth Eades. The proposal is 
$1,247,241 greater than the 
current budget and will not 
require a tax increase.

Public hearings scheduled 
for 7 p.m. will address:

• A request from Wil-
liam H. Dean to abandon 
the last 400 feet of Honest 
Point Road. The property is 
just past Keyser Bros. Crab-
house near Lottsburg; and

• An amendment to the 
zoning ordinance to change 
the word “shall” to “may” 
have one member from the 
planning commission on the 
board of zoning appeals.

The board also has been 
asked to reconsider a request 
from Rebecca Worley for an 
addition within the 50-foot 
resource protection area at 
1476 Shore Lane.

Irvington sets hearing on 
proposed $153,060 budget

by Audrey Thomasson expenditures of $115,060 
are down $2,280 from the 
current fiscal cycle. The 
total budget is $153,060, 
including $38,000 for in 
and out expenditures and 
revenues associated with 
utility billing for Chesa-
peake Academy, a grant 
for the White Stone Volun-
teer Fire Department and 
reimbursement for side-
walk damage by Dominion 
Power. 

Revenue is expected to 
be flat in most categories 
while it is down $1,500 for 
auto tags and $2,423 on 
interest income.

Council held a work 
session last week to deter-
mine where expenses 
could be better managed. 
If approved, operating cuts 

will include $1,600 to the 
Virginia Municipal League, 
$760 in office supplies, 
$1,500 in maintenance 
code enforcement, and 
$2,250 in miscellaneous 
and other expenses. 

Community support 
and tourism will decline 
by $6,325 to a total of 
$15,605. The Steamboat 
Era Museum will take the 
biggest hit, going from 
$5,000 to $500. Contribut-
ing to the belt tightening 
are new expenses of $2,700 
for “golf cart community” 
street signage. 

Other agenda items 
tonight include commit-
tee reports, updates on 
the cleanup at Irvington 
Marina and obtaining an 
emergency radio.

The Agenda
Local Government News

L OT T S B U R G — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, June 13, at the 
administration office in 
Lottsburg.

Agenda items include 
new and revised policies 
introduced in the General 
Assembly for 2011 and the 
election of a delegate for the 
2011 Virginia School Board 
Association Annual Confer-
ence.

TOPPING—Through a 
gravelly wooded path partially 
shielded from a blazing morn-
ing sun, they came.

A small group of veterans 
and families, led by a contin-
gent of Knights of Columbus, 
marched down to the cem-
etery in the woods to honor 
their fallen comrades, family 
members and friends.

The crunch of footsteps over 
mostly unperturbed gravel 
competed with the evocative 
and stirring grace notes from a 
lone bagpiper leading the way. 
This was Memorial Day, May 
30, 2011, at the Church of the 
Visitation Cemetery, where 21 
veterans are buried.

In his invocation, the Rev. 
Robert Cummins, pastor of 
the church, said, “We know 
little about their personal 
stories; only that they did 
their duty in war and peace 
when called by their coun-
try. This alone makes them, 
as well as countless others, 
heroes in our hearts. May we 

Knights of Columbus member John McCormack reads the list of the fallen at the 
Memorial Day ceremony at Church of the Visitation at Topping.

Knights of Columbus
lead memorial service

by Fernando Atienza who remain be ever grate-
ful to all of them, and be 
worthy of their selfless ser-
vice towards the defense of 
our nation and the common 
good.”

Knight John McCormack 
read the list of the fallen fol-
lowed by a three-gun volley 
salute and playing of “Taps” 
rendered by a squad of Amer-
ican Legion members.

Knights recognized among 
the fallen included John 
Baker, Vince Dougherty, 
Anthony Meushaw, Robert 
Nielsen, Edward Potocki 
and Sir Knight Bruno Tas-
sone, who served as Faithful 

Navigator for Assembly 2821 
during its charter year.

The brief ceremony was 
organized and presented by 
the Knights of Columbus 
Our Lady of the Bay Council 
11210, Jim Livingston played 
the bagpipes.

The Honor Guard and 
Color Corps, comprised of 
members of the Fourth Degree 
of the Knights of Columbus, 
St. George Assembly 2821, 
included member Knights 
from Northumberland, Lan-
caster and Middlesex coun-
ties, led by Color Corps 
assistant commander George 
Galo.

NDZ
continued from page A1

Marine Resources Commis-
sion or DEQ for additional 
enforcement staff.

The public comment 
period for the draft is open 
until June 30. When submit-
ting comments, indicate they 
are related to the “Northum-
berland County NDZ draft 
application,” and include 
your name, address, tele-
phone number, and email 
address.

Comments may be sub-
mitted to VADEQ – Pied-
mont Regional Office, 
ATTN: Margaret Smigo, 
TMDL Coordinator, 4949-A 
Cox Road, Glen Allen, VA 
23060-6296; Margaret.
Smigo@deq.virginia.gov; or 
“ATTN: Margaret Smigo” at 
527-5106.

All comment and response 
documents will be provided 
to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency along with 
the draft NDZ application 
for review.

Start something
COOL 

for the summer!

Available for private 
parties • Call for 
details 436-3622

Piano, Guitar 
& Trumpet 

Lessons

$1500 1/2 hr.

Piano 
Man

Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and Virginia Marine 
Police also responded to the 
accident.

A nighttime boating acci-
dent on the Rappahannock 
River last July also led to a 
fatality. The vessel involved 
had also left Windmill Point 
Marina and struck a lighted 
steel buoy near Morattico, sev-
eral miles upriver. A 25-year-
old woman was thrown from 
the boat and drowned and nine 
other people were injured.

Accident
continued from page A1
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

FALL CRUISE SPECIAL
“Montreal to Boston”

Sept. 17-24, 2011
Enjoy Holland America’s luxury 5 

star Maasdam with stops at Quebec City, 
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, 

Halifax & Bar Harbor.
Prices start at only 
$1500 per person.

Call for details. 

Greenpoint
Nursery

Route 3 • Lively • 462-0220

• new perennials  • natives

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

86 South Main Street • Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-1302  •  1-888-2 BURKES

“Making Memories since 1969”

How Much Are You Worth?
Priceless!

How Much Are Your
Jewels Worth?

Find out by having yours appraised
Certified Gemologist

By Appointment
Thursday, June 16, 2011

10:00 - 2:00

Burke’s Jewelers

Cora’s BaCk!
 

Doin’ Lunch l 10 am to 3 pm
Antique Gallery l Saturdays

(Starting June 11th until)

Come See!   Come Taste!

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

The Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks infor-
mation regarding recent thefts.

On April 30, the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
took a report of a break and entry to a home at 428 
Fleetsbay Road near Kilmarnock. This home was 
broken into between April 17 and 30. A Dewalt palm 
sander, Husgvarna chain saw, Craftsman push lawn 
mower, and an electric drill were taken from the resi-
dence. Damage was done to the door jam and trim.

 On April 25, officers took a report of items taken 
from a boat at 6141 Weems Road, while it was on 
a trailer. A stainless steel prop valued at $300, and 
a Horizon VHF radio valued at $300 were removed 
from the boat. Damage was done to a teak wood 
door.

Report related information to Crime Solvers at 
462-7463. This phone line is not recorded. You will 
not have to give your name or appear in court. If your 
information is useful to law enforcement, you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000.

Callers  1293, 1285, 1284, 1238, 1218 are asked to 
contact Crime Solvers to collect your reward. 

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
this week reported charges 
against five individuals.

Felony
Eric L. Brooks, 18, of 

Lara Road was arrested 
June 4 on Essex County 
charges of grand larceny 
and conspiracy to commit 
grand larceny.  

Misdemeanors
A Cobbs Creek woman, 

23, was charged May 31 
with contempt of court.

A Windmill Point Road 
woman, 22, was charged 
June 3 with failure to appear 
in court.

A Myway Lane woman, 
63, was charged June 4 with 
public drunkenness.

A Lumberlost Road man, 
45, was charged June 4 with 
domestic assault and bat-
tery. 

Activity report
May 30: Staff responded 

to a possible burglary in the 
500 block of Corrotoman 
Drive, to a trespass com-
plaint in the 3500 block of 
Weems Road, and to the 
900 block of Beanes Road 
to assist Northumberland 
authorities in locating a run-
away juvenile. 

May 31:  Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Gaskins Road, to a distur-
bance call in the 200 block 
of Windmill Point Road, to 
an attempted burglary in the 
700 block of Christ Church 
Road, and to a shots fired 
call on Cherry Point Drive 
(target shooting damages 
to building under construc-
tion). Staff notified Middle-
sex authorities of a vehicle 
crash in Topping. 

June 1:  Staff responded 
to the White Stone area on 
a citizen’s report of finding 
an abandoned ATV in the 
woods (the ATV does not 
match description of any 
stolen property) and to the 
area of Dreamfields ball 
park to meet with a com-
plainant about a domestic 
matter (no contact with the 
complainant). Staff checked 
on the well-being of a Ring 
Farm Road resident at the 
request of a concerned 
family member (referral 
made to the Department of 
Social Services), checked 
on the well-being of a Lan-
caster area resident at the 
request of an out-of-town 
family member (domestic 
disturbance involved) and 
returned to the residence of 
the prior call on an assault 
complaint. 

June 2: Staff responded 
to a trespass complaint at 
the Corrotoman-By-The-
Bay private dock (property 
owner and guests legiti-
mately on the property), to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash 
on Christ Church Road, and 
to a domestic disturbance 
on Cherry Hill Road. Staff 
received a report of the 
attempted burglary of a self-
storage unit in the White 
Stone area, and notified 
Northumberland authorities 
of a shots fired complaint on 
Mt. Olive Road. 

June 3:   Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance 
(mother/adult daughter) on 

KILMARNOCK—A thief broke into Tri-
Star Supermarket around midnight Monday 
and stole beer and cigarettes. 

According to one of the store owners, 
Lee Davis, store video surveillance cameras 
recorded a young man wearing a mask steal-
ing two suitcases of beer and three cartons 
of cigarettes.

“He broke a window in the door of the 

employee entrance” to gain access to the 
store, said Davis. 

Kilmarnock Police Chief Mike Bedell 
reported it was “a typical smash and grab. 
The damages probably amount to as much 
as the value of what he took.”

The stolen merchandise is valued at less 
than $200, which is misdemeanor larceny, he 
said.  “However, the break-in is a felony.”  

The investigation in ongoing and police 
hope to make an arrest shortly, said Bedell.

Midnight ‘smash and grab’
nets cigarettes and beer;
misdemeanor and felony

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME SOLVERS

Morattico Road, checked 
on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone 
contact could not be made 
(no emergency services 
needed), and received an 
attempted fraud complaint 
from an Osprey Lane resi-
dent.

At approximately 10:15 
p.m. staff received a report 
of a boating accident at 
Windmill Point with two 
unconscious persons on the 
shore.  The White Stone 
VFD, Kilmarnock VFD 
and Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) were dis-
patched and med-evac was 
contacted. The game com-
mission and U.S. Coast 
Guard Milford Haven were 
notified as well as Virginia 
State Police (VSP) and the 
sheriff ’s patrol units.  Two 
fatalities were reported.  

The original caller 
reported a boating accident 
in Deltaville, and the sher-
iff ’s communications officer 
transferred the call to Mid-
dlesex authorities. About 35 
minutes later a second call 
was received, indicating a 
boat hit a seawall at the end 
of Windmill Point and that 
the two unconscious persons 
were on the shore.

June 4: Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Beach-
wood Drive resident at 
the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency ser-
vices needed); notified the 
Department of Social Ser-
vices of a possible child 
neglect incident in the Kil-
marnock area; received a 
trespass complaint at the 
Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Center (call handled by VSP 
unit which was closer than 
sheriff ’s deputy); responded 
with the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
(VMRC) and game commis-
sion to Steamboat Road on a 
complaint of several boaters 
rafting together and operat-
ing under the influence, and 
with with VSP to a domestic 
assault and battery on Lum-
berlost Road.

Also this week, the sher-
iff ’s staff conducted 14 
traffic stops, issued nine 
summonses, assisted seven 
motorists, reported two deer 
strikes, handled one call for 
traffic control, investigated 

11 building alarms, logged 
two inmate transports and 
fielded three calls for animal 
control service.

Fires
The Kilmarnock VFD 

responded to a vehicle fire 
on Venable Avenue, a fire 
alarm on Harris Road and a 
structure fire in Reedville.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a brush fire on 
Merry Point Road, a med-
evac landing zone on Riv-
erside Drive and a structure 
fire on Folly Neck Road, 

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a traffic crash 
on Christ Church Road, a 
powerline fire (false report) 
on Sandlin Drive, and an 
electronic equipment fire in 
the 4900 block of Irvington 
Road.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles A. 
Wilkins this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against 
two individuals.

A Heathsville man, 47, was 
charged June 3 with appear-
ing intoxicated in public.

A Hague man, 31, was 
charged with failure to obey 
a Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court order.

n Camaro raffle
The Kilmarnock Volun-

teer Fire Department is raf-
fling a 2011 Camaro con-
vertible. The drawing will 
be August 6 at the Firemen’s 
Festival.          

Tickets are $10. Tick-
ets are available at Noblett 
Appliance and Propane, 
Lester’s Barbershop, Yours 
Truly Photography, Lazy 
Days Pools and Spas and 
from KVFD members.

n Golf cart raffle
The Upper Lancaster Vol-

unteer Fire Department is 
raffling a “fire engine red” 
golf cart. The drawing will 
be September 3 at the Fire-
men’s Festival.

Tickets are $10. Tickets 
are available at Noblett’s, 
Big L Tire, the Corner and 
from ULVFD members.

n Boat raffle
A drawing will be held 

at 2 p.m. June 18 at 70 Jen-
kins Lane in Weems  to give 
away a 22-foot-long 1977 
Sea Ray boat and EZ Loader 
trailer. 

Tickets are $20 each. To 
purchase a ticket, contact 
Horace Tiggle at 438-8009, 
or 436-2171. Proceeds will 
benefit the Missionaries of 
Sharon Baptist Church.

n Election update
District 99 Republicans 

recently opted for a primary 
to nominate a candidate for 
the Virginia House of Del-
egates in the November 8 
General Election. Candi-
dates seeking the nomina-
tion are John Lampmann of 
Port Royal, Richard Anthony 
Lorey of King George, Mar-
garet Ransone of Kinsale, 
Dean Sumner of Heathsville 
and Lewis Walker of White 
Stone. The primary will be 
held August 23.

District 99 Democrats 
have yet to announce a can-
didate. Incumbent Demo-
crat Del. Albert Pollard Jr. 
previously announced his 
retirement.

Meanwhile, District 4 
incumbent Republican Sen. 
Ryan McDougle of Mechan-
icsville remains unopposed 
for the nomination, as well 
as the election.

NEWS 
BREAK

Tel: 804.438.9300     www.premiersailing.com

SUNFISH
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And many more boats 
and parts. Sunfi sh in stock 
at your local dealer.
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804-435-1564
White Stone, Virginia

Sidewalk
Sale

June 11
9am - 6pm

TWO LOCATIONS
HAYES

York River Crossing Shopping Center
in front of the Movie Theaters along Rt. 17

804-642-5447
Mon.-Fri. 10am - 7pm

Sat. 10am - 6pm
YORKTOWN

Kiln Creek Shopping Center
Next to Ben Franklin

757-872-9100
Mon. - Thurs. 10am - 8pm

Fri. & Sat. 10am - 9pm

Windows 
Water  on the

at Yankee Point Marina is now OPEN!

Come by land or sea for a serene dining 
experience on the water.  

We are open for dinner on Friday 
and Saturday 5:00 to 10:00 

and Brunch on Sunday 10:00 to 2:00.  

We also offer our Event Center for your 
business conference or meeting, wedding 
receptions, anniversary parties or general 

get-togethers.  

We have a varied menu with reasonable 
prices; the menu changes weekly 

and we offer mixed beverages 
for your dining pleasure.  

Come with friends and share some quiet 
time.  Our sunsets are complimentary.   

1303 Oak Hill Road • Lancaster
For more information, 
call Karen @ 462-7635.

DCA Benefit Concert
Featuring the  

ROBBIN THOMPSON BAND

July 3, 3 – 6 p.m.  
at Holly Point Park

Deltaville

$10 per person - under 12 free

Brought to you by the Harbour House Homeowners Association with  
contributions from First Capital Bank, EVB and Lumber Liquidators.

100% of the proceeds go directly to the rebuilding effort of the Deltaville Community Association
Cooler friendly
For ticket information, call (804) 694-9139

Group diabetic treatment 
and education sessions 
began at the Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic May 18.

When the cost for test 
strips the clinic had been 
using skyrocketed, it 
switched brands and began 
working with a new com-
pany, said executive director 
Jean Nelson. The company’s 
test strips will be used with 
the free glucometers it sup-
plied to give to about 200 
clinic patients for their at-
home diabetic testing.

The glucometer change—
and partial funding from 
Rotary District 7610 
through the Northern Neck 
Rotary Club—triggered the 
chance to undertake a goal 
the clinic has had for years: 
educating patients and pro-
viding the tests, treatments, 
and evaluations routinely 
needed for the chronic con-
dition in a group setting, 
said Nelson.

Thanks to the work of 

Clinic begins group diabetic treatments

Linda DeCoste, RN, leads one of the first group diabetic sessions on May 18.

medical director Ann 
Kingsbury, MD, Dr. Milton 
Kingsbury, Betty Mill, 
ANP, Sylvia Dozier, RN, 
Linda DeCoste, RN, and 
medical clinic coordinator 
Kathy Thompson, the first 
four group sessions were 
held May 18, with 8 to 12 

patients in each one, said 
Nelson. Four more group 
sessions will held on each 
succeeding Wednesdays 
until all diabetic patients 
are seen.

“Patients are delighted 
to receive all the needed 
tests and evaluations in 

one sitting, and the clinic is 
delighted with the increased 
patient involvement and 
interactions,” Ann Kings-
bury said. “ The group ses-
sions also lower costs and 
increase efficiency associ-
ated with the clinic’s qual-
ity of care.”

Rotary supports concert series
The Kilmarnock-Irvington-White Stone Rotary Club 
continues its annual support of the Friends of Belle Isle 
Music by the River series. From left are Rotary president 
Lindsy Gardner and Belle Isle State Park manager Tim 
Shrader. The series continues at 6 p.m. June 11 with a 
performance by the Honeywind Bluegrass Boys.

Dominion Virginia Power 
external affairs manager Jen-
nifer Kostyniuk recently 
shared energy savings ideas 
with members of the Northern 
Neck Rotary Club.

The average electric cus-
tomer has increased their use 
by 8.6% since 1992 accord-
ing to Kostyniuk.  More elec-
tronics, appliances and larger 
homes account for much of 
this growth.

With this rapid rise and 
considering the capital cost 
of new generation capacity, 
Dominion considers reduction 
in use a major potential source 
of new electricity, she said.  
This is one way to address a 
4,600 megawatt electricity gap 
that is looming by 2020.

 Every home is full of 
“energy vampires,” or devices 
which use electricity even when 
not in use, said Kostyniuk. 
Cell phone chargers, comput-
ers and televisions are among 
these devices. The only way to 
stop the vampires is to unplug 
or use a power strip which 
may be turned off.  As much 
as 75% of the power used by 
vampires is consumed while 
the device is not in use.

Kostyniuk noted 10% of 
the energy used by a standard 
incandescent bulb is light; the 
other 90% is given off in heat.   
A compact fluorescent (CFL) 
bulb uses 75% less energy for 
the same amount of light and a 
light-emitting diode still less. 
A concern with the CFLs is 
mercury but the bulb contains 
less than an average thermom-
eter  and with proper handling 
and disposal, they are safe, she 
said.

Through a residential pro-
gram, customers may purchase 
qualifying CFLs,  discounted 
by Dominion  at participat-
ing  retailers.  Programs have 
also been initiated to educate 
children about the value and 
methods of saving electricity.

Rotary Club News
by Roy Cameron

LIVELY—The 99th District Tea Party will meet at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, June 14, at the Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department in Lively. Jamie Radtke, a candidate for 
the Republican nomination to replace retiring Sen. James 
Webb in 2012, will speak.

Radtke has been involved in political activism for 15 
years. She is the chairwoman emeritus of the Virginia Tea 
Party Patriot Federation and is the former president of the 
Richmond Tea Party, said 99th District Tea Party member 
Lyn Neira. She was the 2010 recipient of the Sam Adams 
Alliance Tea Party Activist Award.

During the 1990s, Radtke worked for the U. S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee under Sen. Jesse Helms and 
served briefly in the Virginia Governor’s office. She also 
worked as a business analyst for American Management 
Systems consulting to the Virginia Department of Taxation 
to make their system more efficient and cost effective, said 
Neira. In 2004, Radtke worked for the Virginia Conserva-
tive Action Pac (VCAP).

Radtke is a dedicated wife and homeschool mother of 
three young children, said Neira.  She received a bachelor’s 
in government from Liberty University and a master’s in 
public policy from the College of William and Mary.

R I C H M O N D — T h e 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
recently presented 2011 Leg-
islator of the Year Awards to 
Sen. Richard H. Stuart and 
Del. R. Lee Ware Jr. for their 
leadership in the adoption by 
the Virginia General Assem-
bly of a bill banning the sale 
of lawn maintenance fertiliz-
ers containing phosphorus.

“The Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation salutes Sen. Stuart 
and Del. Ware for seizing the 
initiative to advance Virginia’s 
bay cleanup plan to reduce 
pollution,” said president 
William C. Baker. “Not only 
will this legislation help Vir-
ginia achieve its bay and river 
cleanup goals, but it will do so 
at virtually no cost to citizens 
and localities.”

“I am very proud to have 

been part of the team to 
accomplish this common-
sense step to reduce unneces-
sary runoff that depletes the 
bay of oxygen and starves its 
aquatic life,” said Sen. Stuart. 
“I have focused on lawn fertil-
izer as a major source of pol-
lution to the bay in my time in 
the Senate, and this legisla-
tion is a huge step in the right 
direction.  I look forward to 
further cooperation with these 
partners to accomplish more 
in the future.”

 “It is a privilege to be able 
to assist with legislation that 
promises to contribute to the 
restoration of the Chesapeake 
Bay and the James River, 
because our natural resources 
are among our greatest inheri-
tances as Virginians,” said 
Del. Ware. “

WASHINGTON, D.C.—
Sen. Jim Webb recently was 
recognized by the National 
Association of County 
Veterans Service Officers 
(NACVSO) with the ‘Legis-
lator of the Year’ award for his 
Post-9/11 GI Bill and strong 
support for veterans.  The 
award is presented to legis-
lators “who tirelessly defend 
and fight for veterans’ inter-
ests.”

 “I am honored to receive 
this award from the National 
Association of County Vet-
erans Service Officers,” said 
Sen. Webb. “As someone who 
grew up in and around the 
military, who had the privi-
lege of serving, and whose 
son and son-in-law still serve 
today, I take very seriously 
our continuing commitment 
to our nation’s veterans and 
our active duty service mem-
bers.”

 “Sen. Webb exemplifies 
what it means to stand up 
for veterans,” said NACVSO 
president Jim Young.  “Thanks 
to his landmark Post- 9/11 GI 
Bill, today’s veterans are pro-
vided with the same economic 
and educational opportunities 
as those of the ‘Greatest Gen-
eration.’”

 On his first day in office, 
Sen. Webb introduced a new 
GI Bill to provide service 

Kostyniuk said members 
could immediately:

• Set the water heater at no 
more than 120ºF.

• Set the thermostat at 68º in 
winter and 78º in summer. 

• Kill the energy vampires 
by unplugging devices not 
in use.

• Wash full loads of clothes 
only, and in cold water.

• Set refrigerators between 
36º and 39º.

• Wash full loads of dishes.
•  Use as much natural light-

ing as possible.
• Seal leaks around doors, 

windows, electric outlets and 
switches.

• Install a water-saving 
shower head.

• Wrap water heaters in an 
extra blanket of insulation.

 The club meets at 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays at Lee’s Restau-
rant in Kilmarnock.

Radtke to address
Tea Party June 14

Legislators awarded
for leadership efforts

Sen. Webb is named
‘Legislator of the Year’
by veterans association

members and veterans of the 
post-9/11 era with compre-
hensive educational benefits 
similar to those provided to 
veterans of World War II. 
Since the bill became law in 
2008, more than 822,000 vet-
erans have applied for their 
benefits to attend college or 
other post secondary pro-
grams.

 A Marine combat veteran, 
Sen. Webb began his service 
to veterans in the U.S. Con-
gress as counsel to the House 
Committee on Veterans 
Affairs. In the U.S. Senate, he 
currently chairs the Personnel 
Subcommittee of the Armed 
Services Committee and also 
sits on the Veterans Affairs 
Committee.

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?
let us know • editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)
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Featuring:
The Mayor of Irvington and Town Officials, Kilmarnock 

& District Bagpipe Band, Children on Bicycles, 
Antique Cars, Shriner Cars, Floats, 

& Decorated Golf Carts.

Fourth of July

Monday, July 4th at 10 a.m.

Hometown Parade
Irvington

If you would like to participate or would like more information 
call the Irvington Town Office between 

9:00 am and 1:00 pm at 438-6230.

The Town of Irvington invites you to a 4th of July 
Hometown Parade. Starting near Crockett’s Landing 
and following King Carter Drive east, to the Baptist 

and Methodist Churches at Rt. 200. Antique Cars will 
be at the Irvington Town Commons after the parade.

The  Jeanery
40 Irvington Rd. Kilmarnock

804-435-7053  

Now through June 18
2 pc short sets  $26.99

2 pc dress sets  $10 off marked price
3 pc Shirt, Tie & Hanky sets $19.99

Necktie sets  $5.00 and up 
Striped polo shirts  $7.50
All graphic T-shirts  $8.00

Other specials throughout the store!

DADS
SOPHISTICATED

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

 &GRADS

Watches
Signet Rings
 I.D. Bracelets
Pearls
Lockets

Diamond Earrings
Engravable Items 

Pewter Ware
Clocks & Tide Clocks

Gold & Silver Jewelry

 Gifts

and of course. . .  Gift Certifi cates

Narrated Leisurely Cruise
• Enjoy Fresh Seafood at the 
Restaurants by Ewell Harbor 

• Bayside Inn Sightseeing
• See the Smith Island Museum

• Visit the Gift Shops 
• Rent a Golf Cart

Try the world’s best crabcake 
& Smith Island Classic Cake!

(10 layer chocolate cake & 
other fl avors available too!)

SMITH ISLAND
& Chesapeake Bay Cruises

Reedvil le  •  (804)  453-3430
www.cruisetosmithis land.com

www.ChesapeakeBayCampResort .com

DAY CRUISE FROM REEDVILLE
Ewell Village on Smith Island

Departs 10:00 am
Returns 3:45 pm
$25.00 For Adults

$15 ages 3-12
Minimum

Reservations Required

We conduct Estate Sales
We take quality consignment

We do appraisals
We buy and sell coins

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street (across from the school)

Kilmarnock, VA
www.virginia-antiques.com

804-435-1207 or 1-800-497-0083

Grand Opening!
Newell’s

Auto Repair
June 11, 2011

10 am - 2 pm

Enjoy hamburgers, 
hotdogs, sodas!

20 FREE oil change 
chances!

(rules and restrictions apply, must be 
present with vehicle, not all vehicles)

LIVE broadcast til noon! 

Show cars will be present 
and all others welcome

9613A Northumberland Highway
Heathsville • 580-4182

One for the books
Patrons, friends and colleagues paid a retirement 
farewell to Northumberland Public Library director 
Jayne McQuade (left) Sunday during a party in her honor 
at the library in Heathsville. She has served for some 
nine years. Photo by Shannon Rice

 WARSAW—The Haven 
Shelter and Services board 
of directors recently said 
good-bye to six members 
whose terms ended this 
year.

Three of these indi-
viduals completed two 
consecutive three-year 
terms and have seen The 
Haven through a period 
of tremendous growth and 
change, according to com-
munity relations coordina-
tor Sandra D. Longest.

Libby Trible of Essex 
County served on the 
board from July 2005 
through June 2011. While 
on the board, she held the 
office of secretary and in 
her last term served as 
chairman.

Also serving from 2005 
through 2011, were Ronnie 
Gerster of Lancaster 
County, who served on 
the development and thrift 
shop committees, and Jim 
Long of Northumberland 

Haven recognizes retiring board members

From left are Libby Trible, Barbara Shine, Ronnie Gerster, 
Jim Long and Nan Liner.

County, who served on the 
nominating committee. 

Barbara Shine of Nor-
thumberland County, 
Nan Liner of Lancaster 
County, and Bonnie Baum 
of Westmoreland County 

all completed three-year 
terms from 2008 through 
2011.

Shine served on the 
program, nominating and 
thrift shop committees, 
while also volunteering at 
the thrift shop and facilitat-
ing weekly support group 
meetings. Liner and Baum 
served on the development 
and thrift shop committees. 
Baum also helped organize 
fund-raising activities and 
Liner helped secure fund-
ing to start a Hispanic/
Latino services program. 

Furniture preservation
The majority of historic 

furniture is in private hands 
and proper care by its owners 
is the only way to ensure it is 
preserved for future genera-
tions to appreciate.

Routine maintenance can 
prevent damage from occur-
ring to the furniture, enhance 
its monetary value, and pro-
long its useful life.  The fol-
lowing information is adapted 
from the American Institute 
for Conservation of Historic 
and Artistic Works.

The environment can have 
a profound effect on furniture 
preservation. Wood and fab-
rics are especially susceptible 
to damage from light and such 
damage is cumulative and 
irreversible.

Clear finishes often turn 
yellow or opaque in response 
to light, and the color or cellu-
lar structure of the wood also 
can change. Keep furniture 
out of direct sunlight and use 
blinds, curtains, or UV-filter-
ing window film.

Furniture also can be 
affected by the amount of 
moisture in the air. Wood 
and other organic materials 
respond to changes in rela-
tive humidity by expanding or 
contracting, which can cause 
cracking. High humidity may 
also promote mold growth 
and insect infestation.  Avoid 
storing furniture in areas with 
temperature and humidity 
extremes, such as attics and 
basements, or near fireplaces 
and heating vents. 

Damaged finishes and 
faded wood cannot be restored 
to original colors without 
stripping and refinishing, 
which are not recommended 
practices.  An early finish is 
important to historic furniture. 
The finish coating is part of 
the object’s history and offers 
valuable data to researchers.  
Once it is removed, it cannot 
be recovered.

Patterns of wear on the sur-
face also provide clues to a 
piece’s history and use. These 
could be erased by stripping 
and refinishing.  An aged 
finish, with a patina that only 
time can produce, can greatly 
add to the beauty of an object.  
The loss of the patina can also 
negatively affect the furniture’s 
monetary value.

Conservators can often 
enhance the appearance of old 
finishes without completely 
removing them by using spe-
cial cleaning materials. Oils are 
not recommended for mainte-
nance.  Many contain linseed 
oil or other drying oils that 
with repeated use will create a 
gummy, insoluble coating that 
darkens and obscures the grain 
of the wood.  Others contain 
non-drying oils such as lemon 
oil, but attract and entrap dirt 
and grime.  Silicone polishes 
leave a film that is difficult to 
remove and can interfere with 
future treatments.

The best maintenance for 
clear-varnished furniture is a 
coating of good paste wax. A 
thin coat is all that is needed, 
no more than once a year. Do 
not use wax on furniture that is 
gilded, painted, or lacquered, or 
has a flaking finish or unstable 
veneer without first consulting 
a conservator. 

Once a protective coat of 
wax has been applied to a 
piece, the best method for 
routine cleaning is dry dust-
ing with a soft cotton cloth or 
artist’s brush.  Dust and dirt 
should be regularly removed 
as they can scratch or other-
wise damage finished sur-
faces. Feather dusters are not 
recommended because the 
feathers tend to get caught in 
cracks and crevices and can 
cause detachment of fragile 
veneers and gilding. A clean 
cloth slightly dampened in 
water may help to remove 
more stubborn dirt. 

In most cases, the hard-
ware on historic furniture was 
meant to be displayed with 
a brightly polished finish. If 
brass hardware is tarnishing, 
it is best to use a polish with 
mild abrasive embedded in 
cotton wadding. Brass pol-
ishes containing ammonia 
can cause long-term corrosion 
problems.  If possible, remove 
the hardware for cleaning, so 
the polish does not come into 
contact with the surrounding 
wood.  A coat of clear lacquer 
also can protect the hardware 
and reduce tarnishing.  

Mary Ball
Washington
Museum &
Library Notes

by Karen Hart,
executive director

The Arbor Day Foundation 
has a booklet to help people 
identify trees in Virginia and 
throughout the eastern and 
central U.S. What Tree Is 
That? is available for a $5 
donation.

Nature lovers and profes-
sional arborists have called 
this pocket field guide one 
of the most user-friendly 
resources to have, according 
to chief executive and founder 
John Rosenow. Its full-color 
illustrations are in precise 
detail to depict natural colors, 
shapes, and textures, so users 
can make a positive species 
identification in just a few 
easy steps.

The booklet explains what 
to look for in the shape of 

the leaves and differences in 
the leaf stems and twig struc-
tures, specifics on the fruits 
and flowers, and the details of 
buds and bark, he said.

“Our What Tree Is That? 
pocket brochure is an ideal 
resource to help people 
develop a greater appreciation 
for trees,” said Rosenow. “The 
Arbor Day Foundation strives 
to help people enjoy and 
appreciate trees, and we feel 
our pocket field guide will do 
just that.”

To obtain a tree identifica-
tion guide in full color, send 
name and address and $5 for 
each guide to What Tree Is 
That?, Arbor Day Foundation, 
Nebraska City, NE 68410, or 
visit arborday.org.

Tree identification booklet is available
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

One of my favorite childhood expe-
riences was going with my parents 

to the Chamberlin Hotel at Old Point 
Comfort. Recently, those memories came 
back to me when I saw a picture of a 
watercolor by Hughson Hawley, depict-
ing the second of the hotels on the site in 
1893. For well over a century the Cham-
berlin was the place to be in Virginia. On 
one of our visits, for my father to attend 
a convention, we met Virginia Attorney 
General, and future Governor, J. Lindsay 
Almond. 

Situated at the end of the Virginia Pen-
insula, adjoining Fort Monroe and the 
Hampton terminal of the Old Bay Line 
out of Baltimore, as well as the ferry ter-
minal for the passage to Ocean View in 
Norfolk and the Hampton rail terminal, 
the waterside rooms offered expansive 
views of the entire breadth of Hampton 
Roads. My father always requested a 
“room with a view” to borrow a phrase 
from E. M. Forster.

The present building, now a residence 
for senior citizens, was built in the 1920s, 
replacing the one painted by Hughson 
Hawley that burned in 1920. Hawley was 
born in 1850 in the great Victorian sea-
side resort of Brighton, England. He was 
a self-taught artist who specialized in 
painting theater sets and the interiors of 

medieval cathedrals.
In 1879, he immigrated to America 

where he became a popular artist, doing 
most of his work in New York and Cali-
fornia, thus perhaps making the scene of 
the old Chamberlin something of a rarity. 
He lived to 1936, leaving behind a large 
body of work that still commands good 
prices on the art market.

Initially, the Chamberlin served a prac-
tical transportation need by providing 
lodging for travelers weary from steam-
boat and railroad journeys, but it also 
became a destination resort on its own. 
The restaurant was superb and with the 
other amenities such as the indoor and 
outdoor tiled swimming pools, exercise 

rooms (at a time when hotel spas were the 
exception, not the rule), and shuffleboard 
and tennis courts, the Chamberlin liter-
ally “had it all.”

For history buffs, a one-block walk 
into the confines of Fort Monroe, one of 
the nation’s most well-preserved military 
installations, afforded the opportunity 
to visit the casemate where the impris-
oned Jefferson Davis spent the first year 
of his post-Confederate presidency. The 
bastions of the fortress, impregnable for 
over a century, lost their strength with the 
advent of the airplane and modern means 
of warfare.

The overnight steamboat ride from 
Washington down the Potomac River and 
Chesapeake Bay ended early in the morn-
ing either at Hampton by the Chamberlin 
or across Hampton Roads in Norfolk, the 
line’s final port of call. The ferry terminal 
that motorists passed shortly before arriv-
ing at the hotel, along with the comings 
and goings of naval ships and fishermen 
heading to the Hampton seafood plants, 
meant that constant maritime activity 
was in front of one’s window.

The Hampton city bus routes also 
served the hotel, giving guests the possi-
bility of seeing the city’s most interesting 
area for a nominal charge. My parents and 
I would walk to the local seafood plants, 

usually bringing back a large conch shell 
for display in the flower garden. Those 
were the days before downtown Hamp-
ton became gentrified, and to this day 
they seem more authentic than the pres-
ent results of so-called urban renewal.

As the 20th century drew to a close, so 
too did the luster of the Chamberlin, then, 
true to Malinowski’s Law, came its own 
renaissance in the form of the conversion 
of the structure to a retirement facility for 
senior citizens. The single rooms mor-
phed into apartments with water views, 
and thus was reborn the grand old stand 
at the tip of Old Point Comfort. One of 
those taking advantage of the new face 
of the Chamberlin is Emily Hudnall from 
Ball’s Neck, who now resides in a water-
front apartment where she can observe 
the various ships passing in front of 
her window, having learned to identify 
the different aircraft carriers and other 
vessels plying the waters of Hampton 
Roads.

In 1893, Hughson Hawley captured the 
Chamberlin in its former iteration, one 
step along the way of its illustrious his-
tory. A small room off the hotel’s main 
lobby was a museum of its history, which 
now happily has a new chapter of serving 
the public in the tradition of the last two 
centuries.

Initially, the Chamberlin 
served a practical trans-
portation need by provid-
ing lodging for travelers 
weary from steamboat 
and railroad journeys, but 
it also became a destina-
tion resort on its own.

Focal Point

Fatal attachment: The cecropia moth is the largest in North America.

Photo by K.C. Troise

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Do you know someone who is 
struggling to find a job?

Some 81% of folks across the 
country know someone without a 
job. Just Friday it was announced 
that unemployment stands at 9.1% 
in May, up from 9.0% in April and 
8.8% in March, and while Virginia 
fares better with 5.8%, there’s still 
much work to be done to create jobs 
and get our economy moving again.

To restore certainty to the econ-
omy and encourage our local busi-
nesses to create jobs, we must stop 
Washington, D.C.’s, spending spree 
and promote legislation that will 
help get government out of the way 
and allow American entrepreneurs 
to thrive. 

That’s why I am supporting the 
House Republican Plan for Ameri-
ca’s Job Creators: Empowering Fam-
ilies, Small Businesses and Entre-

preneurs:
First, we must reduce the red-tape 

burdens for small businesses. It is 
estimated government regulations 
cost our economy almost $2 tril-
lion a year. We are looking to pass 
legislation requiring congressional 
review of federal agency regulations 
to prevent  a simple blank slate of 
authority for new regulations.

Second, we must fix the tax code. 
I support a tax code that is fair and 
simple. Our corporate tax rate is one 
of the highest in the world which 
taxes at a higher rate and limits 
those very businesses’ ability to 
create jobs and pay higher salaries. 
I support the plan to eliminate spe-
cial interest tax breaks that litter our 
tax code and reduce the overall rate 
to no more than 25% for businesses 
and individuals including small-
business owners.

Third, we must reduce this nation’s 
debt. Our nation’s debt continues the 
feeling of uncertainty in our economy 
which affects the housing market in 
addition to other areas of the econ-
omy. Just last week, I voted against 
raising the debt ceiling—the limit on 
how much the federal government 
can borrow. The bill was simply an 
unchecked motion to increase our 
debt. I have opposed raising the debt 
ceiling at every opportunity during 
my tenure in the U.S. Senate. 

The key to getting our economy 
moving again is to keep control in 
the hands of American innovators 
and entrepreneurs. Each week, I have 
the opportunity to visit with folks 
who run local businesses or work for 
local manufacturers or other local 
companies. They are excited about 
what they do and hoping to keep 
their businesses moving forward.

(Reprints from the June 9, 1911, issue of the 
Virginia Citizen)
Patrick Henry: Thomas Jefferson’s 
Opinion of the Orator and Patriot

When William Wirt was engaged in writing the 
memoirs of Patrick Henry he turned for informa-
tion to Thomas Jefferson, who had been associ-
ated with the orator for many years, asking his 
aid in furnishing biographical material for the 
work. The correspondence between Wirt and 
Jefferson, published in the Pennsylvania Maga-
zine of History and Biography, from the manu-
script collection of John Gibbel, has a decidedly 
interesting passage showing the opinion Jeffer-
son held about his famous colleague. In answer 
to Wirt’s first request Jefferson replies with an 
assent and adds a general and unfavorable sum-
mery of Henry’s character.

“He was certainly the man who gave the first 
impulse to the ball of revolution, were I to give 
his character in general terms, it would be of  
mixed aspect. I think he was the best humored 
man in society I almost ever knew, and the great-
est orator that ever lived, he had a consummate 
knowledge of the human heart, which directing 
the efforts of his eloquence enabled him to attain 
a degree of popularity with the people at large 

never perhaps equalled, his judgment in other 
matters were inaccurate, to matters of the law it 
was not worth a copper; he was avaricious and 
rotten hearted, his two great passions were the 
love of money and of fame, but when these came 
into competition the former predominated. If the 
work you propose is not destined to come out 
speedily I will endeavor to recollect what may be 
use to it.”
Fish and Oyster Notes

The Virginia menhaden fleet of half a hundred 
steamers is busy among the  “bunkers.”

Hon. E. K. Victor, German Consul at Rich-
mond, Va., writes inquiring where he can procure 
live German carp and eels, packed for shipment 
to New York. Possibly some of our readers can 
supply this demand. If so, write him direct.
White Stone

Mrs. F. T. Hathaway and Miss Margaret Hatha-
way returned to their home on Monday last. 
Howard Hathaway came home from school last 
week.

Mrs. Frederick Hatcher and little son, of Wash-
ington, D.C., are visiting the lady’s mother, Mrs. 
Hall.

E. W. Taylor left Friday for Philadelphia, where 
he was joined by his wife.

Millenbeck
Mrs. J. L. Griffin and children, of Rescue, Va., 

are visiting Mrs. Griffin’s father, W. W. Daven-
port.

Miss E. V. Schools, of Saluda, is visiting her 
sister, Mrs. G. E. Lewis, here this week.

Mrs. V. A. Chowning, of Baltimore, is visiting 
her parental home here this week.

J. E. Blakemore Jr., was in Baltimore last week 
on business.

W. B. Sanders, of White Stone, passed through 
here on Saturday of last week en route to Mollusk 
on professional business.
Irvington

Capt. A. W. Bussells is here this week loading 
shells.

Mrs. Mary Mitchell is visiting her relatives at 
Tappahannock.

Monday next is Healthsville court. Our editor 
expects to attend.

Hon. W. W. Old Jr., of Norfolk, spent Saturday 
at the editor’s home.

Douglass Carter, of Fredericksburg, has been 
here the past week, while yacht “Thais” was 
undergoing repairs on Brusstar’s railway.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

We’ve been hearing a lot 
about Social Security and 
Medicare, and how these 
“entitlement” programs 
are the “big swingers” 
contributing to the fiscal 
deficit.

Sure, Social Security 
is an entitlement pro-
gram, just like the savings 
account or 401k you have 
and it’s just a nasty thing to 
make a withdrawal. Gee, 
perhaps we’re not entitled 
to the funds we’ve depos-
ited in our bank accounts 
either.

For many years our FICA 
has run a surplus and still 
is, in fact it’s up around 
$2.6 trillion–Whooee, 
that’s a lot! 

So where is the money, 
your money?

The government estab-
lished a trust fund to “take 
care” of the surplus cash.

So what is in the trust 
fund? Well, it’s a pile of 
IOUs. But don’t worry, 
the “government” stands 
behind them—of course 

Social Security and the budget
the government is us, the 
taxpayer.

What happened to the 
cash?

Well, our elected repre-
sentatives spent this money 
on foreign wars, roads to 
nowhere, other earmarks 
and everything else.

So now you have the 
temerity to think you are 
entitled to get some of it 
back? For shame!

So how much is the 
FICA tax? Between the 
employer and individual 
15.3% of your pay goes 
into social security and 
Medicare every payday. Of 
this, 2.9% goes to Medi-
care and 12.4% goes in the 
social security pot. Excuse 
me, it goes into the “trust” 
fund and we get an IOU!

Now, a little word about 
Medicare. The total for the 
administrative and (esti-
mated) fraud expenses is 
less than 6% of all Medi-
care funds, which means 
that 94% pays for patient 
care. Now, compare this 
to the operation of pri-
vate industry Health Care 
providers where 20% plus 
goes for administrative 
costs if we are lucky.

Now, the industry is 
complaining bitterly about 
the requirement in the new 
‘Obama Care” legislation 
requiring at  least 80% 
of collected premiums be 
used for patient care, not 
for CEO bonuses and trips 
to the lush vacation spots. 
Oh, nasty!

It seems we are never 
told what the totals are 
of the collected Medicare 
monthly premiums and 
the 2.9%t of our FICA, 
and how much it is short, 
it’s just represented as the 
reason our country is run-
ning a deficit.

Perhaps it’s time to think 
and find out what the truth 
is instead of relying on the 
political blogs!

Kent O. Williamson,
Wicomico Church

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

It’s time to bring out the 
red, white and blue.

Tuesday is Flag Day.
I could try my pen at 

something patriotic, pon-
tificate throughout an entire 
column about the origin of 
the stars and stripes, the 
significance of the flag, the 
history of Flag Day, flag 
etiquette, famous flags, the 
Pledge of Allegiance and 
liberty and justice for all. 

Or, I could defer to Amer-
ican physician, professor, 
lecturer, author and Fireside 
Poet Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Sr., who penned this: “God 
Save the Flag.”

“Washed in the blood of 
the brave and the blooming, 

Snatched from the altars 
of insolent foes, 

Burning with star-fires, 
but never consuming, 

Flash its broad ribbons of 
lily and rose.

Vainly the prophets of 
Baal would rend it, 

Vainly his worshippers 
pray for its fall; 

Thousands have died for 
it, millions defend it, 

Emblem of justice and 
mercy to all;

Justice that reddens the 
sky with her terrors, 

Mercy that comes with 
her white-handed train, 

Soothing all passions, 
redeeming all errors, 

Sheathing the sabre and 
breaking the chain.

Borne on the deluge of all 
usurpations, 

Drifted our Ark o’er the 
desolate seas, 

Bearing the rainbow of 
hope to the nations, 

Torn from the storm-cloud 
and flung to the breeze!

God bless the Flag and its 
loyal defenders, 

While its broad folds o’er 
the battle-field wave, 

Till the dim star-wreath 
rekindle its splendors, 

Washed from its stains in 
the blood of the brave!

This flag and pole recently 
were installed on Christ 
Church grounds in Weems 
by the Richard Henry Lee 
Chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution.
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is offering our
 Livable Neighborhood Water Stewardship Leader 

Course in the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula this summer. This program is not only 

easy and effective, it’s fun! Participants will 
receive a free rain barrel!

 
Registration is required!

E-mail: education@riverfriends.org or
richard.moncure@riverfriends.org

 
Web: www.riverfriends.org

 
Phone: 540-373-3448 x115

 
Friends of the Rappahannock will provide you the 

materials, training, and ongoing support to be a leader in 
your community!  Learn how to create, teach, and 

motivate a team of friends, neighbors, and/or colleagues 
to improve water quality and efficiency.

 
Upcoming Courses:

June 11, 1pm-4pm @ St. Margaret’s School, 
Tappahannock

 
June 13, 1pm-4pm in White Stone

 
July 26, 5:30pm-8:30pm @ Christchurch School, 

Christchurch
 

August 13, 9:30pm-1:30pm in Warsaw
 

Imagine a neighborhood where green space is the rule 
and asphalt is the exception.  Imagine a community where 
every piece of landscape is used as a water purifying filter.  
Imagine a residential street where the attractive riverscape 
invites you to stroll down it.  Imagine a home that helps 

improve the health of our watershed...You are imagining a 
Livable Neighborhood!  Sign-up TODAY!

To All Rivah People!

We buy
gold
silver

& coins

Free estimate,
instant payment

                   www.burkesjewelers.com

©
20

11

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock

804-435-1302 

Handling your chores so you can 
get back to enjoying life again.

Call or e-mail us for more information

Your Right Hand
Concierge Service & Home Management

Suzanne Shepherd, Brooks Stewart and Kendall Vickery

info@yourrighthandva.com
577.3166

Insured

At 7 p.m. June 30, the 
Lancaster board of supervi-
sors will vote to adopt the 
tax levy for calendar year 
2011.  It will be at least 
25% too high at the pro-
posed $0.40 per hundred 
of assessed value; it should 
be $0.30 per hundred, leav-
ing a substantial reserve of 
$1,500,000.

I’ll show you why.
The new budget contains 

a surplus, called the “fund 
balance end of year,” of at 
least $4,500,000. This is up 
from $3,805,744 last year, 
even after the $600,000 or 
$0.02 reduction in 2010 
property taxes. Your county 
continues hoarding your 
cash. When governments 
have more money than they 
need, they spend it. Here is 
where it goes:

Supervisors voted to give 
a 7% raise to all employees. 
That is a 2% pay raise plus 
5% ‘member contribution 
pick-up’ for their portion 
of the Virginia Retirement 
System.

The school budget was 
approved with an increase 
of 3.5% although student 
population is down.

More telling is that every 
nongovernment agency 
asking, received funding. 
Some didn’t bother to attend 
the request hearing. It’s 
automatic with our super-
visors; they can’t say no, 
especially when it comes to 
spending our money.

These include the Free 
Health Clinic, Boys & Girls 
Club, church groups such as 
the YMCA and Interfaith, 
Bay Aging/Bay Transit 
after their financial troubles 
reported in the Record, Vir-
ginia Cooperative Exten-
sion. Not that these causes 

Real estate taxes
still way too high

I feel it is time to ask 
several members of the 
Kilmarnock Town Council 
why, with all the impor-
tant issues that need to be 
addressed by council, they 
wish to be concerned with 
changing procedures that 
have been in place for many 
years? Selecting members 
of the planning commis-
sion seems to have been 

Get to the 
real issues

Medicare is a govern-
ment-run program. The 
government is your insur-
ance company and you 
choose your doctor. The 
Republicans want to change 
that and giver older people 
vouchers so they can go out 
in the market place and look 
around for some insurance 
company that would like to 
take them no matter what 
ails them. The Republicans 
call this improving Medi-
care. It is not improving; it 
is doing away with Medi-
care. If you want to destroy 
Medicare, vote Republican.

The Republicans proudly 
announced this would not 
affect people over 55. Medi-
care made life better for my 
parents. Medicare is making 
life better for me and my 
husband. Why would I not 
want to make life better for 
my children and grandchil-
dren? If you want to keep 
Medicare as we know it, 
vote Democratic.

Medicare alone is not 
the only problem with the 
rising costs of health care. 
We can solve this problem 
if we have the good sense 
and will to do so.  It would 
help if everyone was on a 
one payer system. Every-
one would be in the same 
health pool. Delivery could 
be improved under a united 
system. We could also use 
clinics for special problems 
and more nurse practitio-
ners and exercise programs 
integrated into the present 
system; all of which would 
save money, particularly 
for the care of patients with 
chronic diseases where we 
are way behind other devel-
oped countries.

The Republican plan is 
one for the benefit of profit-

Keep Medicare:
Vote Democrat

Phone scam artists are on 
the prowl, and they want 
your personal and financial 
data. 

We had a phone call yes-
terday from a man with a 
heavy accent telling me I 
was eligible for a free power 
chair through Medicare. 
When I told him I didn’t need 
a power chair, he assured me 
it would be very good plan-
ning on my part to get all 
the paperwork done now in 
planning for the day when I 
would need the chair.

Of course to do that 
paperwork he needed some 
personal information as well 
as my Medicare ID number, 
which is my Social Security 
number—I hung up.

Just a few weeks ago I 
had another phone call from 
a very well-spoken woman 
who congratulated me on 
being a valued customer 
of a magazine to which we 
subscribe. 

Because of my privi-
leged status, I was eligible 
to renew my subscription 
at the current rate for two 
years and avoid the upcom-

Hang up

YOUR LETTERS
making insurance compa-
nies, not the health-care 
consumer. Insurance com-
panies are making more 
money then ever and finding 
more ways to cut benefits. 
Our nation’s health deserves 
better.

By the way, have you 
heard of anyone in Congress 
who would like the voucher 
program for their health-
care insurance?

Mary L. Lay,
Kilmarnock

a well set procedure with 
the council having final 
approval for a new member, 
but more important they 
have the final say on any 
recommendation made to it 
by the commission.

Where is the issue?
Please tell me when in 

recent years the commis-
sion has not acted in the 
best  interest of the town.

The recent dispute caused 
the latest approved appoin-
tee to resign because she felt 
the attack in the last council 
meeting was centered on 
her— maybe it wasn’t, but 
it sure appeared that way.

The town council owes 
her an apology. Further-
more, the council needs 
to take up working on real 
town problems not make 
believe ones.

May I suggest working 
towards encouraging new 
businesses, cutting business 
taxes to help our town busi-
nesses and attract new ones, 
and finding a way to struc-
ture the water and sewer bill 
to make it more affordable 
for everyone.

R. A. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

ing price increase.
When I refused to give 

her my credit card number 
and asked her to send it to 
me in writing, she insisted 
that she needed that infor-
mation now because this 
was a “limited time offer.” 
Again—I hung up.

I contacted the maga-
zine in question, and they 
confirmed that there is no 
upcoming price increase 
and that they would never 
ask for financial informa-
tion over the phone. I called 
the local police and was 
informed that, although 
I had the caller’s phone 
number, they couldn’t do 
anything because I had not 
given the caller any money 
and therefore there had been 
no actual fraud.

Beware of these scam art-
ists. They are good at what 
they do: that is prying your 
personal and financial infor-
mation from you. Whatever 
the offer, if they need your 
financial information right 
now, it’s probably a scam. 
Don’t fall for it!

Linda Price,
Weems

aren’t worthy—they are. 
But is it the role of govern-
ment to fund everyone who 
comes with hand out?  

Therefore I suggest the 
planned surplus be reduced 
to $1,500,000, putting 
$3,000,000 back into our 
pockets, by cutting the ‘real 
estate’ tax rate by $0.10 per 
hundred of assessed value, 
to $0.30. Could you use a 
25% property tax reduction?  
And get the same services.

Lancaster County can 
substantially reduce taxes 
while maintaining a prudent 
reserve. Not enough?

There’s more: supervisors 
completed the courthouse 
and have $1,500,000 on the 
balance sheet. The county 
also has at least $370,000 
left from the sale of a poor-
house tract of land. So the 
actual reserve, after a $0.10 
reduction the 2011 tax levy, 
would be $1,500,000 + 
$1,500,000 + $370,000 or 
$3,370,000, or about three 
times the 10-year average.

If you would like your 
money back, you need to 
make your presence felt by 
attending the 2011-12 tax 
levy hearing and/or contact-
ing your supervisor.  My 
supervisor, Mr. Jenkins, 
generally supports lower 
taxes; Chairman Beau-
champ supported the $0.02 
reduction last year. As did 
Mr. Geilich and Dr. Rus-
sell, who is campaigning 
on lower taxes. Keep up the 
good work! 

In these still hard eco-
nomic times, a well managed 
county like ours will shine 
by again reducing citizens’ 
taxes, while holding a pru-
dent, but not excessive bud-
geted reserve of $1,500,000. 
Plus $1,870,000 in other 
funds.

George Bott,
Lancaster

Do you remember?
This photo shows what you might have observed if you were looking north on Main 
Street in Kilmarnock in 1947, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. 
“Do you remember?” is a community service of the museum.

June 24, 1861: 
Union Shelling of Pop Castle

On June 24, 1861, “Pop Castle,” the Lan-
caster home of James W. Gresham, was shelled 
by the U.S.S. Monticello. The 1855 house, 
built on the foundation of a 1780s dwelling, 
still stands about a half-mile west of the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Bridge.

Because of the property’s accessible location 
on a neck of land formed by Carter’s Creek and 
the Rappahannock River, it was the scene of 
military action during the War of 1812 and the 
Civil War.

Accounts of the 1861 raid survive in both 
Confederate and Union records, 
giving readers two perspectives 
on the event. 

The Confederate report from 
Jos. Christian in Urbanna to Col. 
Charles Crump in Gloucester 
Point states:

“[The Monticello] came to 
opposite the house of Mr. James 
W. Gresham, of Lancaster, situated 
immediately on the river, about 
twelve miles below Urbanna, on 
the Lancaster side. She dispatched to shore 
three barges, one a very large one, with a swivel 
in the bow, and two smaller ones, all filled with 
armed troops. The large barge grounded on the 
flats. The other two came ashore with a number 
of armed men, variously estimated at between 
thirty and sixty. After reaching the shore some 
six or eight proceeded up to Mr. Gresham’s 
house.

“One of the party accosted Mr. Gresham, 
and introduced another of the party. The first 
named, it seems, was the pilot, who was a 
captain of a wood vessel and acquainted with 
Gresham. He inquired if he had any chicken or 
lambs for sale. Mr. Gresham replied that ‘He 
had a plenty, but not a d---d one for that party.’ 
He then took the pilot aside and told him they 
had better be getting away, as there were troops 
in the neighborhood, and that he did not wish 
his premises to be the scene of a battle, as his 
mother was very ill in the house.

“While they were talking a small company 
of Lancaster troops, about thirty in number, 
were seen coming down the road in double-
quick time. The alarm was then given, and the 
enemy fled precipitately to their boats, our men 
firing at them as they shoved off. In their flight 
they left one of the barges, the men in great 
confusion, crowded into the other, and others 

wading out to the large barge on the flats.
“In their flight they left, besides the barge, 

two breech-loading rifles, beside the barge a 
revolver, and several swords, with coats, hats, 
and shoes, thrown away in their hasty retreat. 
It is confidently asserted that four of the enemy 
were killed in the boat. Nobody hurt on our 
side. As soon as our men fired on the enemy the 
ship opened her guns on Mr. Gresham’s house. 
She fired fifty-three shot and shell, seventeen 
of which took effect, damaging the house to the 
amount of at least $1,000.

“As in all of our engagements, the preserva-
tion of life was most remarkable. One of the 

shells struck the bed on which Mrs. 
Gresham was lying ill. She was 
removed to an out-house, and a 
bomb-shell came in and exploded 
in the room without injury to any 
one.”

The Union account is from D.L. 
Braine, Lieutenant in Charge of the 
Monticello.  Assured by the ship’s 
pilot that Gresham was a strong 
Union sympathizer, and seeking 
information about the location of a 

Confederate steamer he hoped to capture near 
the mouth of the Rappahannock, Braine sent a 
launch to Pop Castle.  He reports:

“I sent the launch ashore, fully armed and 
equipped. They landed, with gig, from the 
launch, and were cordially received (as I could 
plainly see the master of the house shake hands 
with them, and the same thing was repeated to 
me on their return).

“Hardly had this occurred when they were 
fired upon by a body of about eighty men.  
They returned the fire, and retreated to the boat 
and shoved off.  Turning the bow of the launch 
toward the shore, they served their gun effectu-
ally.

“I opened the ship’s battery on the rebels with 
grape and shell at 600 yards, and succeeded in 
demolishing the house, and killing and wound-
ing many, completely silencing their fire.”

While the accounts disagree on the amount 
of damage inflicted on Pop Castle, county court 
records indicate that enough harm was done to 
the house to force Gresham and his wife and 
mother to move out while awaiting repairs.

This article is provided by the Lancaster 
County Civil War Sesquicentennial Commit-
tee and the Mary Ball Washington Museum & 
Library with assistance from Ed Trexler, author 
of Civil War Northern Neck.

Surveyor’s sketch of 
Pop Castle in 1862.

Civil War Sesquicentennial
150 Years Ago This Month
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VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 
“SON SURF 
BEACH BASH”
Fairport Baptist Church
2399 Fairport Rd., Reedville, VA 22539

Sunday, June 12 – Thursday, June 16th
Dinner at 5:45PM. VBS follows at 6:30PM

    Come enjoy the fun 
and learn about our Savior. 
Snow cones, cheesy beach balls, 
and delicious dinners each night.  

Everyone loves the beach, 
and you will really love this adventure!  

CAROUSEL PHYSICAL THERAPY
spend your Summer  with US . . . 

Don’t waste your summer traveling the road! Let Carousel provide pediatric therapy services when 
school programs release for the summer. Our pediatric physical therapist has over 20-years of 
experience treating the pediatric population, including orthopedic and neurologic conditions.

Come to Carousel and have more Time for Summer Fun!
Tel: 804-435-3435     www.carouselpt.com     Toll Free: 800-435-3436

“Serving the NNK for Over 16 years With Care & Attention To Excellence”

Cornfield hoedown
The Woodshed Conspiracy entertains the crowd at the 
fourth annual BBQ & Bluegrass held by St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church at Roanoke Farm in Heathsville. The 
event last Saturday also featured Code Blue on stage and 
a load of barbecue. Photo by Shannon Rice

Club hosts Concert on the Lawn
Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club hosted its first ever Memorial Day Concert on the Lawn May 29. Some 300 
members and their guests enjoyed music by the Flatland Bluegrass Band and a fabulous dinner, which highlighted 
Virginia wines and locally grown produce and meats. “All attendees have commented on what a wonderful event it 
was and for that we thank the club’s entertainment committee members headed by chair John Sultenfuss for their 
hard work and dedication,” said membership services director Megan N. Stephens. “Both the committee and staff 
have made this year’s concert a resounding success and we are sure this will be an annual event at the club.”

June marks the official 
kickoff of 2011 Read 

Virginia KIDS!,
The Virginia summer 

reading program for young 
readers is organized state-
wide by the Library of 
Virginia and administered 
throughout Virginia by 
public libraries.

The theme is “Amazing 
Tales at Your Library” and 
readvirginia links parents 
and their young readers to 
information on library pro-
grams to encourage kids to 
continue reading through-
out their summer breaks.

“The Library of Virginia 
has been involved with this 
program for decades and 
each year more and more 
young readers participate,” 
said Librarian of Virginia 
Sandra G. Treadway. “Our 
goal is to continue to grow 
the program and reach out 
to parents who may not 
know about the opportuni-
ties within their own home-
town public library that are 
available to help keep their 
readers engaged with great 
books over the summer.”

Virtually every Virginia 
public library is involved 
in the program and par-

Library of Virginia launches
summer reading program

Local libraries offer lots of options for summer reading for kids of all ages.

ticipation is always free of 
charge.

“It’s a pleasure for us to 
be part of such a worthy 
program,” said Mary Beth 
McIntire, executive direc-
tor of the Library of Vir-
ginia Foundation.

“Thanks to a grant 
from the Verizon Founda-
tion, we have been able 
to provide additional free 
materials for the local 
libraries’ programs this 
year,” said McIntire. 
“These funds have also 

provided us with the 
opportunity to communi-
cate electronically with 
parents of young readers 
throughout the Common-
wealth and invite them 
to be a part of this year’s 
program.”

Denton installed
Kilmarnock Garden Club past president Jane Denton, 
registrar for Virginia Flower Show Judges Schools and 
a Nationally Accredited Flower Show Judge, recently 
was installed as recording secretary for the Piedmont 
District Flower Show Judges Council by National Garden 
Club vice president Nancy Hargroves, past president of 
the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs, in a ceremony 
at the Salisbury Country Club.  From left are Hargroves 
and Denton.

Years ago, when the mastadons wandered the earth, I 
was enrolled in Mrs. Hudnall’s junior English class. 

My peers were terrified. For me, it was a respite from my 
mother, who taught me in sophomore and senior years.

Our school was a two-story, nonair-conditioned build-
ing in the heart of humidified Virginia. One glorious May 
day, the windows were thrown open to spring. Mr. Lee, the 
custodian, was mowing the front yard on the school’s new 
Gravely, the smell of new-mown grass wafting through the 
windows.

Big, puffy clouds were all over the sky. And Mrs. Hud-
nall was prattling on about something. My mind was on 
anything but English. As my seat was mid-window, I had 
nothing to gauge the speed of the puffy clouds racing by, 
so I put my finger up vertically in front of my eye, as a 
speedometer for the cumulous whites.

At some point I realized there was no sound in the class, 
except for the snickering of the cute girls in the next row. 
I glanced up. There was The Terror, looking down at me..  
“Gridley,  what are you doing?” 

Now, I could have told her I was looking at a dangling 
participle holding onto the corner of Brent’s garage by a 
fingernail, but thinking fast in dangerous times was never 
my forte. So I told her the truth. I was watching how fast 
the clouds were going.  She looked at me long enough to 
make me want to change my underwear, then said, “All 
right, Gridley” and went back to…I don’t remember!

Anyway, 40 years later, after making my mark on the 
world, I saw her in the  supermarket. I said, “Hi, Mrs. 
Hudnall!,” truly glad to see her.

Do you think she said “Hi, Gridley”? Do you think she 
just ignored me? Do you think she remembered I told the 
truth? No. She held her index finger vertically in front of 
her eye, smiled, and disappeared down the detergent aisle.  
An elephant should have such a memory.

So I patterned my work in her honor. I expect my clients 
to tell me the truth about their engines. I don’t want to 
hear the gas is new—if “new” means 2008. New means 
this week!

I don’t want to hear that the engine has been serviced 
regularly if I find the oil is pitch black and the water sepa-
rator rusty.

Don’t tell me the boat’s been under a tarp if I find the 
water separator full of water, ditto the carburetors, and no 
o-ring on the gas cap.

Don’t tell me I’m the first—or the last—tech to work on 
it. I can tell my work, and I can tell you who else worked 
on it. We all leave little signs, just like Labradors marking 
trees.

Don’t tell me it was running fine until Tuesday, and then 
it quit, when I saw your neighbor at the gas station, and he 
said you’d been messing around with it for a month, and 
he finally got you to call for help.

Don’t tell me your brother-in-law, the electrical engi-
neer, has made a finite diagnosis.

Don’t tell me you’d like me to “slip by on Memo-
rial Day and take a look at this simple problem” when I 
haven’t heard from you in three years.

Be honest with me, or whatever tech or marina you 
employ. It makes the realistic diagnosis faster, the repair 
easier, and ultimately, the cost less, and easier to bear.

We are truly on your side. We, too, have boats. We, too, 
have the same problems you do. We, too, have memories. 
We may, as Mrs. Hudnall did, hold a finger up in front of 
our eye. You can only hope, like hers, that it’s an index 
finger. 

Grid Michal operates The Motor Doctor, a mobile 
service and repair business. He has worked on marine 
engines for over 50 years. For more information, call 
436-2601.

A Boat That Works
by Grid Michal

Congratulations
are in order!

� e Rappahannock 
Record will publish 
a special tribute to 
the Lancaster High 

School baseball 
team in honor of 
their successful 
season in next 
week’s paper.

Contact the 
Rappahannock

Record advertising
department to purchase an ad congratulating 

the team or your favorite player!
(804) 435-1701 or mail @rrecord.com

The St. Mary’s Whitecha-
pel Episcopal Church 
Scholarship Sunday will be 
held June 26.

A special lunch recep-
tion will follow the service 
in honor of the scholar-
ship recipients. Families, 
parishioners and guests 
are invited. Recipients 
are reminded to be at the 
church by 11 a.m.

This year, the church 
selected 21 recipients, 
including graduating high 
school seniors and students 
from various college and 
university levels of study, 
said committee chairman 
Shirley Stoneham. Awards 
totaled $22,500. All recipi-
ents are residents of Lan-
caster County, or are a 
child or grandchild of a 
St. Mary’s Whitechapel 
parishioner.

The scholarships are 
awarded to students pursu-
ing undergraduate degrees, 
said Stoneham. They are 
awarded on the merits of 
scholastic achievement and 
need.

Funds to support the 
scholarships are provided 
annually by the vestry of the 
church, memorial donations 
and The Flemintine Peirce 
Fund, she said. Scholar-

ship funds from various St. 
Mary’s Whitechapel sources 
have been awarded for more 
than 50 years.

The 2011 Flemint-
ine Peirce Grant recipi-
ents are Tyesha Renee’ 
Harvey, Emma East Hol-
lowell, Shanita Ashley 
Mitchell, Lauren Desiree 
Selph  and Christina Maria 
Syversen.

The 2011 St. Mary’s 
Whitechapel Episcopal 
Church scholarship recipi-
ents are Kasey Allen Ash-
burn, Brittany Leigh Bar-
bery, Megan Haynie Brent, 
Laurielle Charis Cobb, 
Emily Elizabeth DuBois, 
Thomas Connor Flynn, 
Afton Olivia Gill, Tremaine 
Shaquille Harvey, Megan 
Joy Jackson, Ryan Pat-
rick Joyner, Mary Kather-
ine Main, Kelvin Maurice 
Mitchell IV, Michael Logan 
Nonnemacker Jr., Lindsey 
Marie Randolph, Danielle 
Lynn Shelton and Danesha 
Lashae Walters.

Appreciation is extended 
to the scholarship com-
mittee members for their 
hard and diligent work. In 
addition to Stoneham, they 
are Betty Thornton, Anne 
Hanchey, Mary Sue Court-
ney and Francis Ransone.                        

St. Mary’s Whitechapel
to hold scholarship service


