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M O N T RO S S — M a r g a r e t 
Bevans Ransone, a candidate for 
the Republican nomination for 
District 99 delegate, held a cam-
paign open house event at her 
headquarters in Montross Friday 
evening.

Attendees were given the 
opportunity to see the cam-
paign office, talk with Ransone, 
and visit with supporters from 
around the district.

“I’m going to stand up for 
three things: freedom, opportu-
nity and faith,” said Ransone. 
“Over the past 20 years I have 
seen state and federal regula-

tions coming into our lives more 
forcefully, whether it’s in busi-
ness, education or even in our 
families, and it concerns me,” 
said Ransone.

Ransone said her cam-
paign focuses on preserving 
the Northern Neck way of life 
and traditional values, includ-
ing the right to life, the second 
amendment and private property 
rights. It’s incredibly important 
that we preserve the landscape 
here because our infrastructure 
revolves around farming, fishing 
and forestry, said Ransone. To 
do this, she will work to get rid 
of regulations that are burden-
some to economic growth such 

as taxes and the ban on Virginia 
offshore drilling, she said.

“I was born and raised in this 
community and have a strong 
connection to the businesses and 
families,” said Ransone.

The area must work harder on 
using the resources it has, she 
said, noting the area could easily 
lend itself to tourism because of 
its wealth of history and loca-
tion on the water.

“However, as a business 
person, I am realistic in know-
ing that it might take some new 
industry to foster economic 
growth,” said Ransone.

A Republican primary will be 
held August 23.

WHITE STONE—Lewis 
Walker of White Stone chose not 
to officially file to run as a can-
didate for the District 99 House 
of Delegates.

 “I announced to run for office 
because I wanted to be of service 
to the residents of the Northern 
Neck. There comes a point when 
it is no longer enough to say ‘If 
it was up to me, I would have 
done it different.’ Instead you 
must be the one to step up and 
get involved,” said Walker.

“I believe that being and stay-
ing involved is one of the most 
important things that I can do 
right now.  I know it was impera-
tive that I have the ability to be 

fully committed to the issues 
and residents of the 99th Dis-
trict,” continued Walker.

“When it came time to file, 
I knew it was time to increase 
that commitment. I evaluated 
the impact my family responsi-
bilities would have on my ability 
to serve the district, and I knew 
the right decision was to step 
down,” he said.

“When your five-year-old 
son tells you ‘I miss Daddy,’ I 
realized I had already won the 
nomination for Daddy; and that 
is an election that only comes 
around once in a lifetime,” said 
Walker.

“I have been honored by the 

outpouring of support for my 
campaign. I have met people that 
will stay in my heart forever. I 
am not giving up; I must simply 
find a more efficient way to be 
of service,” he concluded.

Walker has not endorsed 
another candidate at this time.

A Republican primary will 
be held August 23. The field 
will include Margaret Ransone 
of Kinsale, Dean Sumner of 
Heathsville, and John Lamp-
mann of Port Royal.

The winner of the Republi-
can nomination likely will face 
Democrat Nicholas Smith of 
Montross, the only Democrat 
seeking his party’s nomination.

The Rappahannock Record office will be closed Monday, July 4, for 
the Independence Day holiday, requiring a shift in the deadlines for next 
week. Display advertisements should be submitted by 4 p.m. Friday 
if possible; the final deadline is 10 a.m. Tuesday. Classified advertise-
ments and news items are due by noon Tuesday.

You may send ads to mail@RRecord.com and news to editor@RRe-
cord.com. Please call us at 804-435-1701, fax items to 804-435-2632, 
mail items to P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, or visit the office 
at 27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock, where there is a slot in the door 
for after-hours submissions.

Classified ads also may be submitted online at www.RRecord.com. 
Click on “Classifieds” in the top menu and then “Click here to submit 
your classified ad online.” 

SHARPS—A 13-year-old boy 
on a Boy Scout camping trip 
drowned in the Rappahannock 
River Saturday, June 25. 

The body of Caleb Smith of 
Weems was recovered Sunday 
about 50 feet from where he fell 
in the river at Suggett’s Point at 
the end of Sharps Road in Rich-
mond County.

According to Richmond County 
Emergency Services Chief Greg 
Baker, a group of 7 to 10 boys 
and several leaders of Scout 
Troop 215 of Wicomico Church 
were camped on private land in 
the area for the weekend. At about 
11:40 a.m. Saturday, several boys 
were on a sand bar 150 yards from 
shore working on merit badge 
projects. 

“The water was only knee-deep 
in the area. We speculate that he 

either stepped back and slipped 
off the sand bar or part of the 
sandbar collapsed and he fell into 
deep water and was swept up in a 
strong current,” said Baker. “Caleb 
could not swim. Scout leaders got 

in canoes and tried to rescue him” 
but couldn’t find him, he said.

Baker noted the river depth 
drops off from a few inches of 
water to seven- to 10-feet in that 
area. He said none of the Scouts 
were wearing life jackets. 

Divers from local emergency 
crews and Virginia State Police 
searched until 7 p.m. Saturday 
and began again Sunday morn-
ing. Using sonar equipment they 
located the body about 10:45 
a.m. 

Smith was the son of Chancy 
Elliott of Weems. 

According to a spokeswoman 
for Berry O. Waddy Funeral 
Home, services will be held at 1 
p.m. Saturday, July 1, at the Lan-
caster Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock. Immediately follow-
ing the service, internment will 
be at Sharon Baptist Church in 
Weems.

Observing 235 years of independence will stretch at least three 
days locally and include fireworks, parades, concerts, sandlot 
sports and probably lots of cookouts. More activities and details 
can be found on the LocalLife pages.

Fireworks
Friday, July 1
  7 p.m., Fireworks Cruise, Cockrell’s Creek
  9 p.m., Cockrell’s Creek, Reedville
Saturday, July 2
  Dusk, Great Wicomico River, Mila
  Dusk, Kinsale Bridge
  9 p.m., Deltaville Ballpark
  9 p.m., Warsaw Little League Ballpark
Sunday, July 3
  Dusk, Urbanna Creek
Monday, July 4
  Dusk, Colonial Beach Municipal Pier

Parades
Saturday, July 2
  12:45 p.m., Boat Parade, Lodge Creek
  3 p.m., Reedville Independence Day Celebration Parade
Sunday, July 3
  6:15 p.m., Boat Parade, Urbanna Creek
Monday, July 4
  10 a.m., Independence Day Parade, Lewisetta
  10 a.m., Fourth of July Hometown Parade, Irvington
  3 p.m., Independence Day Parade, Ophelia

Concerts
Sunday, July 3
  3 p.m., Reedville Festival Chorale, Reedville
  7 p.m., U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band, Irvington
Monday, July 4
  Following Parade, River Ridge, Ophelia

Sandlot Sports
Saturday, July 2
  5 p.m., Heritage Day Doubleheader, Game 1, Deltaville Deltas 
verses Tappahannock Tides; Game 2, Deltaville firemen verses 
Hartfield firemen (softball), Deltaville Ballpark.
  6 p.m., Ballpark Fireworks Doubleheader, Game 1, Richmond 
County VFD (softball); Game 2, Old-Timers (softball), Warsaw 
Little League Ballpark.

Celebrating independence

Youth drowns in river 

Caleb Smith  

by Audrey Thomasson

 Margaret Bevans Ransone promised to stand up for freedom, opportunity and faith during an open 
house event at her campaign headquarters in Montross last Friday. Photo by Shannon Rice

Ransone rallies supporters
at her Montross headquarters

by Shannon Rice

Walker won’t seek the Republican
nomination for delegate in District 99

LANCASTER—Supervisors 
will vote on the 2011-12 budget 
tonight (June 30). The meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. in the General 
District courtroom.

With proposed revenue of $26.6 
million and expenditures of $27.2 
million, the county expects to end 
the year with a $3.96 million fund 
balance, down $585,930 from the 
year ending June 30. 

There will be a public hear-
ing on the tax levy for calendar 
year 2011. No change in the tax 
rate is proposed. The real estate 
tax rate will remain at $0.40 per 
$100 of assessed value; personal 
property motor vehicles at $2.04 
per $100 of assessed value; all 
other personal property at $1.52 

per $100 of assessed value; 
machinery and tools at $1.52 per 
$100 of assessed value, and mer-
chant’s capital at $1.00 per $100 
of assessed value discounted 50 
percent. 

Among other hearings, supervi-
sors will consider an application 
from Barbara Cox to place an 
individual manufactured home on 
a 1.0  acre parcel at 126 Carlson 
Road, an application from Mar-
quita Yerby Jackson to place an 
individual manufactured home on 
a 1.0 acre parcel at 1233 Irving-
ton Road, and an application from 
Julian W. and Torrence M. Harman 
to expand an existing residential 
structure on a 0.615 acre parcel at 
315 Riverview Road.

Northern Neck residents are invited to recycle 
their “gently worn” shoes in an effort to help 

distribute shoes to people in need.
The Northern Neck Montessori School is collect-

ing shoes in partnership with Soles4Souls Inc. from 
June 30 to August 30 at the school at 97 FMC Drive 
in Kilmarnock. Just look for the large box. Those 
interested in donating monetarily can visit the orga-
nization’s website at giveshoes.org. 

Soles4Souls Inc. collects and distributes shoes to 
people living in extreme poverty and recovering from 
natural disasters, according to founder and chief 

executive officer Wayne Elsey. The shoe charity pro-
vides a pair of shoes to a person in need every seven 
seconds. Since 2005, Soles4Souls has distributed 
more than 13 million pairs of shoes because of the 
generosity and commitment of people and organiza-
tions like Northern Neck Montessori School.

“With tragedies such as the earthquakes in coun-
tries like Haiti and Japan, on top of the enormous 
needs elsewhere, we can use the estimated 1.5 bil-
lion shoes taking up space in the closets of ordinary 
people to change the world one pair at a time,” said 
Elsey.  

Record office closed Monday

School to conduct shoe drive for charity

Decisions due in Lancaster:
Board of supervisors to consider 
2011-12 budget and 2011 tax levy

THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Order the Internet version of the Rappahannock Record and 
receive the entire newspaper page by page in PDF format every 
Wednesday. Visit RRecord.com, or call 435-1701, ext. 16.
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Community welcomes
new school administrators

The Lancaster school board last week held a reception at the middle school giving the 
community an opportunity to meet new superintendent Dr. Daniel W. Lukich and his 
wife, Judy. From left are school board chairman Ella Davis, Lukich, and Rappahannock 
Community College vice president of administration and finance Kim McManus.

Incoming Lancaster Middle School principal Kim 
Hammond attended the reception with her husband, 
David.

Alicia Carter, the incoming 
director of local, state and 
federal programs, is a 1995 
graduate of Lancaster High 
School.

Photos by 
Audrey Thomasson

RICHMOND – The Com-
monwealth of Virginia was 
notified last week that the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) denied 
all three appeals for federal 
assistance to help individu-
als recover from 34 tornadoes 
that struck Virginia in April.

 On May 19, Gov. Bob 
McDonnell appealed FEMA’s 
denial of three separate 
requests: for Pulaski County; 
for Halifax and Washington 
counties; and a request to con-
sider April 8-28 as one period 
so that other localities such 
as Gloucester and Middlesex 
counties could be added.

 “I am very disappointed 
that FEMA denied our 
appeals for disaster assis-
tance to help Virginians 
recover from the April torna-
does,” said Gov. McDonnell. 
“The denial of assistance will 
definitely have an impact on 
those struggling to recover. 
Despite this decision by the 
federal government, I know 
that Virginians will continue 
to work together to help their 
fellow citizens who are still in 

FEMA denies appeals for 
tornado damage assistance

need almost two months after 
these storms have faded from 
the headlines.”

  “I am extremely disap-
pointed in FEMA’s denial of 
Virginia’s request for disaster 
assistance,” said U.S. Sen. 
Mark R. Warner. “ It is hard 
to explain how Virginia fami-
lies and businesses do not 
qualify for disaster aid when 
that designation was granted 
to similar communities in 
other states which saw what 
appears to be the same level 
of damage from this same 
storm system.

 “Now that FEMA has 
denied Virginia’s requests, 
we will work with state and 
local leaders, members of the 
congressional delegation and 
the nonprofit community to 
make sure Virginia  residents 
have access to other forms of 
assistance that might be avail-
able, including low-interest 
loans and grants through 
USDA and the Small Busi-
ness Administration.”

Virginia immediately pur-
sued assistance from the 
Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) in the form of 
low-interest loans for hom-
eowners, renters and business 
owners who suffered damage, 
said Gov. McDonnell.

Virginia could not move 
forward with a request for 
SBA assistance until the com-
pletion of the FEMA appeal. 
Yesterday, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) declined the gov-
ernor’s appeal to grant indi-
vidual assistance to people 
and businesses affected by 
the storm.

The SBA can provide 
real property loans of up to 
$200,000 to homeowners to 
repair or restore their pri-
mary home to its pre-disaster 
condition. Also, the agency 
can authorize personal prop-
erty loans to provide hom-
eowners or renters with up 
to $40,000 to help repair or 
replace personal property, 
such as clothing, furniture 
and automobiles lost in the 
disaster. In addition, busi-
nesses suffering damage 
could receive loans to help 
repair or replace damaged 
property and for the loss of 
business revenues.

 Volunteer groups have been 
active in affected areas since 
the first severe weather hit on 
April 8. To assist charitable 
groups in their efforts, Gov. 
McDonnell established the 
Virginia Disaster Relief Fund. 
The governor announced in 

May that $600,000 in antici-
pated state agency savings 
will be added to the fund.

To donate to the fund, 
make checks payable to the 
Treasurer of Virginia with 
“tornado relief ” noted in the 
memo line. Send checks to 
Comptroller’s Office, P.O. 
Box 1971, Richmond, VA 
23218-1971.

Donations by credit card 
can be made at disasterrelief.
vi.virginia.gov.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
Northumberland County 
Chapter of the American 
Red Cross recently con-
ducted an annual meet-
ing at the Rice’s Hotel/
Hughlette’s Transportation 
Building in Heathsville.

Special invited guests 
included Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins, Capt. Greg 
Keyser, Phyllis Hammock 
of the Reedville Rescue 
Squad; Herbert Hammock 
of the Fairfields Volunteer 
Fire Department; Gina 
Fones of the Callao Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad and 
a CPR Instructor; David 
Vogel of Callao Volun-
teer Fire Department and 
a CPR instructor; Ellen 
Kirby, County Treasurer 
and Eugene Forrest of the 
Lions Club.

For 2011, executive 
director Shirley Grant 
reported the chapter con-
ducted a Heroes Campaign 
to raise funds. The Heroes 
were celebrated with a ben-
efit show at the end of the 
campaign.

Grant said a DuPont 
grant helped the chapter 
in partnership with the 
Northumberland County 
Family YMCA to provide a 
swimming program with a 
goal to teach every second-
grader to swim.

The chapter also intends 
to educate more members 
of the community in CPR 
and First Aid and promote 
involvement in training for 
disasters. 

Executive board mem-
bers for fiscal year 2012 
are chairman Chris Mills, 
vice chairman Bob Dalzell 

and secretary Joan Kroll. 
New board members are 
Kristine Gibson, the Rev. 
John Jones, Sharon Fisher, 
Nathan Moore and Ann 
LeKander. They join Mad-
aline Beasley, Beverly Bid-
dlecomb, Brian Buffaloe, 
Shirlene Caporaletti, Jackie 
Clayton, Kitty Creeth, 
Charles Franck, Jim Groff, 
Marlene Howard, Sandye 
Mills, Eleanor Morris, Car-
olyn Neale, Julia Pritchard, 
Rick Skelton and Phillip 
Smith. Heather Powers is 
an associate board member 
and Carlos Zelaya is com-
munity liaison.

Service awards were pre-
sented to Laura and Joe 
Peters, 13-year members; 
Charles Franck, 39 years 
total service with the Red 
Cross; Cheryl Anderson, 
6 years; Robin Hudnall, 3 
years; Carolyn Neale, 40 
years; Jim Groff and Brian 
Buffaloe, 5 years; Julie 
Pritchard, 30 years; and 
Grant, meritorious volun-
teer leadership recogni-
tion as full-time, volunteer 
executive director.

Cynthia Rioland, co-
pastor of Macedonia Bap-
tist Church with her hus-
band, Ken, spoke about the 
church’s efforts to provide 
disaster relief for the Ala-
bama tornado victims with 
the help of donations from 
Westmoreland County, 
local churches and the Nor-
thumberland County com-
munity. Donated items will 
be transported by tractor 
trailer which was donated 
by Ricky Haynie.

To volunteer, call 
580-4933.  

Northumberland
Red Cross Chapter
holds annual meeting

Lively’s Lilies
Everything Must 

Go Sale !!!!!
Sat. July 2   -  10 am to 3 pm

5381 Mary Ball Rd in Lively
Across from the Oaks Restaurant 

Call 435-2327 for more information

Rappahannock Record
Deadlines

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

Classified Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us–we’re going places”

FALL CRUISE SPECIAL
“Montreal to Boston”

Sept. 17-24, 2011
Enjoy Holland America’s luxury 5 

star Maasdam with stops at Quebec City, 
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, 

Halifax & Bar Harbor.
Prices start at only 
$1500 per person.

Call for details. 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

Progressive

Fri. & Sat., July 1 & 2
 8 - 9 am • 40% off
9 -10 am • 30% off  
10 -11am • 20% off
11-4 pm •  15% off

SALE

Route 3
Lively 

462-6260

Irvington, Virginia

THE DANDELION
Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10:00 to 5:00 
438-5194 • www.thedandelion.com

Semi-Annual

Yes! We are open July 2nd & 4th!
Markdowns taken on selected 
sportswear, dresses, dressy 

separates, and shoes!
Fabulous fi nds on the front porch

and in our Lucky room!

Sale!
In Progress!

We Buy Silver
If you have sterling silver that
you want to sell, bring it to us!

Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA

804-435-1207

Stroll about This Friday, 
July 1st until 7:30 pm

We will have wine
 & food tastings

Live music
& unbelievable savings
 at our 4th of July event

WWW.SPECIALSLTD.COM
68 South Main St – Kilmarnock

Mon.-Sat. 9:30-6:00 • Sunday 11:00-3:00
804-435-8758

S pecials
S pecials

Large collection of sterling silver, murano glass, crystal bling 
beads, and more will be on special at 40% off!  

Add some sparkle to your favorite bracelet this 4th of July
Get a free trollbeads clutch with any bracelet & clasp purchase

Limited edition World Tour Beads available now
Large selection of handbags at 50% off

All shoes on sale
Get that big bold look without the weight on our 

Simon Sebbag sterling silver jewelry on sale Friday only  
All teak furniture on special at 40% off!

Great deals running on hammocks
Large selection of limited quantity wines on sale

and

End of bin wine sale 
going on now Red, 

White & Blue Wine Sale 
for 1st Friday (ok, we 
aren’t selling the blue 

wine, but the rest 
is on sale)

✭

✭

✭

✭

✭

✭

✭

✭

I RV I N G TO N — Wi t h 
some $2,280 in cuts over 
the current budget, the town 
council last week unani-
mously passed a fiscal year 
2012 budget of $115,060. 
The vote was 6-0. 

With the current fiscal 
year budget ending today, 
June 30, members antici-
pate a surplus of about 
$5,000.

R I C H M O N D — T h e 
Virginia State Police are 
mourning the loss of one 
of their own. Trooper Adam 
M. Bowen, 28, of Warsaw 
was killed instantly during 
a two-vehicle traffic crash 
Friday, June 24, in King 
George County.

At approximately 6:45 
p.m., Trooper Bowen was 
responding to a call to 
assist a state police agent. 
The trooper was travel-
ing westbound on Route 
3/Kings Highway. As the 
trooper entered the inter-
section of Route 3 and 
Madison Drive, his marked 
Ford Crown Victoria patrol 
car collided with an east-
bound Hyundai Elantra, 
according to Virginia State 
Police media releases.

The impact forced the 
patrol car to run off the road 
and strike the traffic light 
pole. The patrol car split in 
half and the front end con-
tinued into a nearby park-
ing lot where it struck three 
parked cars. Trooper Bowen 
died on the scene. He was 
wearing a seat belt.

“The tragic and sudden 
death of Trooper Bowen 
is a tremendous loss to his 
Virginia State Police family 
and King George County,” 
said Col. W. Steven Flaherty, 
Virginia State Police Super-
intendent. “Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Adam’s 
family, friends and fellow 
troopers during this difficult 
time.”

The driver and a passen-
ger in the Elantra suffered 
minor injuries in the crash. 
They were both transported 
by ambulance to Mary 

Virginia State Police 
mourn loss of trooper

Trooper Adam M. Bowen’s patrol car split in half.

Adam M. Bowen

Washington Hospital in 
Fredericksburg.

The circumstances sur-
rounding the crash remain 
under investigation, which 
is being conducted by the 
Virginia State Police Acci-
dent Reconstruction Team. 
The state police is apprecia-
tive for the assistance of the 
King George County Sher-
iff ’s Office and King George 
County Fire and EMS at the 
scene Friday night.

Trooper Bowen is a 
graduate of the 114th Basic 
Session. He graduated July 
3, 2009, from the Virginia 
State Police Academy. Since 
graduation, he has been 
assigned to the Area 44 
Office, which includes King 
George and Caroline coun-
ties. Prior to joining the state 
police, Trooper Bowen spent 
five years with the U.S. Air 
Force National Guard. He 
served in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom.

Trooper Bowen, a native 
of Warsaw, is survived by a 
fiancé and his parents.

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
entered a nolle prosequi in 
the case against former Kil-
marnock town councilman 
Randy Moubray last week 
in General District Court. 
The misdemeanor charge of 
brandishing a firearm will 
not be pursued by the Com-
monwealth. 

According to the police 
report, a female acquain-
tance of Moubray claimed 
he displayed a gun during an 
argument, but she later tried 
to withdraw her complaint. 

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney C. Jeffers Schmidt was 
not available for comment.

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 
County Sheriff Charles 
A. Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 
four individuals.
Felony

Welford Danta Bromley, 
32, of Heathsville was 
charged June 24 with pos-
session of a firearm after 
being convicted of a felony, 
as well as misdemeanor 
charges of brandishing a 
firearm and two counts of 
assault and battery of a 
family member.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville woman, 
33, was charged June 23 
with assault and battery of a 
family member.

A Lottsburg man, 20, was 
charged June 25 with assault 
and battery of a family or 
household member as well 
as possession of alcohol 
under the legal age of 21.

A Wicomico Church man, 
69, was charged June 26 
with driving while intoxi-
cated, reckless driving, and 
refusal to submit to a blood 
or breath alcohol test.

Moubray
case won’t
be prosecuted

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFF’S 
REPORT

Irvington adopts
$115,600 budget

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles Highway Safety 
Office (VAHSO) reminds 
Virginians to designate a 
sober driver before the Fourth 
of July celebration begins.

 “Being in jail, or worse, 
being injured and in the hos-
pital, is not the way you want 
to spend the Fourth of July 
holiday,” said DMV Com-
missioner Richard D. Hol-
comb, the governor’s high-
way safety representative. 
“When you drive impaired, 
not only do you risk killing 
yourself or someone else, 
but the trauma and financial 
costs of a crash or an arrest 
can be significant.”

Six people died in crashes 
on Virginia’s roads during 
the three-day Fourth of July 
holiday in 2010, nine died 
in 2009, and 10 people died 
during the four-day holiday 
period in 2008.

“To prevent a tragedy from 
occurring this Fourth of July 
holiday, do not drive after 
drinking any alcohol, period,” 
said Holcomb. “Even one 
drink can adversely affect 
a driver’s reaction time and 
his or her ability to operate a 
motor vehicle. With the added 
traffic during the summer 
months, be sure to designate 
a sober driver before heading 
to your cook-out or Indepen-
dence Day celebration.” 

In addition to designating 
a sober driver for the Fourth, 
the VAHSO reminds drivers 
to buckle up, allow plenty of 
travel time and to focus on 
the complex task of driving.

“Since Virginia is invest-
ing nearly $4 billion in its 
transportation network, fund-
ing more than 900 projects 
during the next three years, 
motorists will see record 
numbers of road improve-
ment projects under way,” 
Holcomb said. “When you 
see road construction this 
Fourth of July weekend and 
during the next few years, 
remember to drive alert and 
be patient. Virginia is doing 
its part for highway safety; 
please do yours.”

CHARLOTTESVILLE—
While legal fireworks and 
sparklers are a popular part of 
July 4th celebrations, in most 
areas of Virginia they could 
become a cause of wildfires 
this year.

Many areas have experi-
enced below-average rain-
fall, resulting in dry brush 
and grass.

“One spark is all it would 
take for a wildfire to start,” 
said Fred Turck, assistant 
director for wildfire preven-
tion and education with the 
Virginia Department of For-

estry (VDOF). “Fireworks 
that have finished burning 
are still extremely hot, and 
they can smolder in dry 
grass or leaves before a fire 
ignites.”

 Turck recommends keep-
ing a bucket of water; wet 
towel, and a fully-charged 
garden hose nearby. Chil-
dren and pets should also 
be kept a safe distance away 
from igniting and spent fire-
works.

 Many types of fireworks 
(including firecrackers, bottle 
rockets, skyrockets, torpe-

Drivers urged
to remain 
alcohol-free
for the fourth

Handle fireworks with caution
does and other fireworks that 
explode, travel laterally, rise 
into the air, or fire projectiles 
into the air) are illegal in Vir-
ginia unless they are handled 
by a licensed contractor. A 
good alternative to personal 
fireworks are the community 
displays. Remember, “only 
you can help Smokey Bear 
prevent wildfires.”

by Audrey Thomasson

What time and where?  RRecord.com
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Pat Willett
Associate Broker 

804-436-5235 
pat@pleasantlife.com

Commercial Property in the Heart of White Stone.
 3300 Plus sq. ft. of offi ce/retail 
space. Great fl oor plan with large 
open rooms on fi rst fl oor  which is 
perfect for retail. 2nd fl oor offers 
nice size rooms for show rooms/
offi ce space as well as 3rd fl oor. 
Great kitchen with commercial 
sink and cabinet space. Four 
baths and spacious porches.
 
This would be perfect for living 

above and business on fi rst fl oor. May consider long term lease.

Attractively priced at $433,500
 Please call Pat Willett for your private tour.

Tabbs Creek/Chesapeake Bay

Large Custom Home   located in a quite cove off Tabbs Creek and min-
utes from the Chesapeake Bay. This home offers 4 spacious bedrooms 
with 2 master suits, one on 1st fl oor. Open fl oor plan with views to the 
water. Sunroom overlooking inground pool with pool house. 3.5 baths, 
formal living room and separate dinning room with bay window looking 
out to beautiful gardens and lawn. Grand kitchen with breakfast room 
and computer area for your convenience. Upper level has large offi ce, 
bonus/hobby room plus an additional storage area. All this plus two car 
attached garage with workroom situated on 2.5Ac. +- and minutes from 
shopping, restaurants, schools, medical. Please call for your private 
tour or brochure.  See the Virtual Tour ! www.tourfactory.com/717698

Time for
Grillin’ & Chillin’

Fill your 20lb propane tank at Noblett on 
Saturday, July 2nd for the everyday price of 
$1400 AND get a FREE Ticket to win the awesome 
KVFD CAMARO Convertible! Then 
you’ll be ready for holiday 
GRILLIN’ and convertible 
CHILLIN’. Hours are 8 am til 3 pm.

Limit: 1 FREE Ticket per customer.

Proceeds Benefit
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department

ROCKY NECK—The Greenvale Creek 
Maintenance Association recently announced 
all of the needed permits to dredge the channel 
on Greenvale Creek have been obtained, the 
contractor selected and the pre-dredging meet-
ing was held at the site.

Dredging is scheduled to begin July 1.  The 
spoil de-watering site and two disposal sites 
have been identifi ed and approved.  All work is 
to be completed over a 14-day period.

After the dredging is complete, the associa-
tion will investigate what can be done to limit 
closure of the creek’s entrance on a more per-
manent basis.  A permanent solution might 
include a second jetty or extending the exist-
ing jetty.

Greenvale Creek Maintenance Association 
is still raising funds for this effort. Persons 
interested in making a contribution to sup-
port these activities should call Nick Ferriter, 
462-6242, or Eddy Whichard, 436-4081.

Background
The entrance to Greenvale Creek is nearly 

closed.  A sandbar has formed at the entrance 
of the creek and extends about two-thirds of 
the way across the channel from the dock of the 
Upper Deck Restaurant.  In April, the channel 
entrance was 6 feet deep and approximately 18 
feet wide, according to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

Today, the channel is restricted even more. 

This is in contrast to the channel immediately 
after the July 2009 dredging that produced an 
8-foot-deep and 60-foot-wide channel.  Green-
vale Creek is the home of Lancaster County’s 
only public boat ramp.

Since realizing the build-up of the sandbar at 
the entrance, there have been many discussions.  
Participants have included Greenvale Creek 
Maintenance Association, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission, Lancaster County Wetlands Board, 
Lancaster County government employees and 
members of the community—all trying to 
understand the reason for the formation of the 
sandbar at the entrance and formulate a plan 
for its removal.

In April, it became clear that federal and 
state funds were not available to dredge the 
channel or remove the sandbar.  However, fed-
eral, state and county offi cials indicated they 
would be helpful, to the extent they could, to 
facilitate a solution.

Greenvale Creek Maintenance Associa-
tion has worked to raise the needed funds to 
remove the sandbar and repair the jetty that 
should limit the buildup of another sandbar.  In 
addition, the Association obtained the neces-
sary permitting with the assistance of the par-
ticipating federal, state and local agencies.. 

The jetty repair work was completed in 
May.

Eddy Whichard is a member of the Green-
vale Creek Maintenance Association.

Representatives of the Greenvale Creek Maintenance Association and participating 
federal, state and county agencies gather on a sandbar during a pre-dredging meeting. 
The sandbar at the entrance to Greenvale Creek is to be removed during the 
project.

Community-funded dredging project
on Greenvale Creek to begin in July

by Eddy Wichard

KILMARNOCK—At the 
June meeting of the NAACP, 
Lancaster County veteran 
classroom teacher and read-
ing specialist Faith Gaskins 
Waddy recently spelled out 
the importance and power of 
reading to an individual’s suc-
cess in school and life, and 
also traced the human costs 
to families and society when 
individuals fail to master this 
vital skill.

Individuals learn by three 
ways, she said, by seeing, 
hearing, and/or doing.  

A teacher needs to be caring 
and empathetic for all chil-
dren, not just those who are 
successful in the classroom, 
said Waddy.   

Analyzing what the act of 
reading entails and the vari-
ety of strategies which have 
gained favor over the years, 
the primary and middle school 
teacher assured the crowd that 
there really was “nothing new 
in reading.”  It’s still all about 
getting meaning from words 
and comprehending and 
remembering what has been 
read. 

Waddy offered parents and 
guardians specifi c strategies 
for helping youngsters learn to 
read because “Parents are their 
child’s fi rst teachers.”

She stressed that a parent 
should read to their children 
every day, as well as letting 

them see the parent reading 
for information and pleasure.  
Parents should also familiar-
ize themselves with Virginia’s 
Standards of Learning (SOL) 
requirements, she said. 

Book ownership is another 
important strategy to helping 
children learn to read profi -
ciently, said Waddy. Parents 
should give books as gifts 
or rewards to their children.  
Waddy noted that she’s sur-
prised so few children bring 
money to school to order 
books when the opportunity is 
offered several times a year.  

However, when the students 
who have placed an order see 
their newly arrived books, 
“The children are glowing,” 
she said.   

Among “Alarming Statis-
tics” Waddy noted only one-
third of students entering high 
school in the U.S. are profi -
cient in reading while two-

thirds of eighth-graders do not 
read at grade level.

Drawing a parallel between 
poverty and poor reading skills, 
Waddy’s research showed that 
only 16% of students eligible 
for free or reduced school 
lunches are profi cient in read-
ing, compared to a 42%  pro-
fi ciency rate for those students 
whose family income is too 
high to qualify for the reduced-
cost meals.  

Poor reading ability also has 
a relationship to trouble with 
law enforcement and criminal 
behavior, according to Wad-
dy’s statistics.

She said one-third of 
all juvenile offenders read 
below a fourth-grade level, 
and noted one person out of 
100, ages 16 and over, is in 
prison or jail, with 43% of 
those having no high school 
diploma or GED.

Teacher off ers insights to reading

Faith Gaskins Waddy

Email your NEWS to: editor@rrecord.com
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Saturday, July 2
Irvington Commons

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Irvington Farmers Market is held the first Saturday of 
each month May through November, weather permitting. 

For more information contact Joyce Bombay @ 804-480-0697
or irvingtonfarmersmarket@yahoo.com

 Kids’ Closet
    Children’s
         Consignment
              & Maternity

Mon-Sat 10:00-5:00
5458 Jessie DuPont Memorial Hwy

804-580-8818 • Wicomico Church, VA

T-TOWN TACK
STOREWIDE SAVINGS

20%-75%off

Accessorize Yourself For The Summer!
Tappahannock, VA • 804-443-4614

Buzzie’s Place
804-580-2228   6934 Northumberland Hwy

Great Gifts
Way Cool Prices
Right in the middle of

Heathsville
www.buzziesplace.com

A totally unique

shoping experience

Open

Thurs. & Fri. 10 - 5

Sat. 9 - 3

15% off Jewelry Sets
10% off all new giftware

Tuesday - Saturday 10 - 5
72 N. Main St., Kilmarnock ‘In the yellow house’

804-435-1955

Specialty Shops
Antiques & Treasures

Carrot Cottage
Fabulous 4th Sale

June 30th - July 4th

Every 4th Item is 4¢
*Equal or Lesser Value & Excludes antiques

All 4th of July Items 1/2 off

Area’s Biggest Stock
Tervis Tumblers &  Crocs

Bauble LuLu Beads
Switch Flops  •  Jim Shore
Nautical  •  Crabby Items 

Flags

Open Everyday 10-5 • Sun 11-5
804-493-1320

Courthouse Square, Montross, VA

Material Girl
Quilt Shop
(804) 453-6003

Tues. - Sat. 10-5

16658 Northumberland Hwy 
Reedville, VA

MURPHY
SEED SERVICE, INC.

804-472-2755
Rt. 202  • Mt. Holly, VA

July 4th Sale
Sat. 8-1 • Mon. 8-3

Great Selections of Plants
Hardware & Gifts
50%off All Plants

Many Items on Sale Storewide
We Now Offer

Boating Supplies & 
Fishing Licenses 

June 30-July 3  •  Thurs.-Sun.
10% off Storewide
25% off July 4th Items 

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-3 • Sun. 12-4
5757 Richmond Rd., Warsaw • 804-333-0581

443 Main Street
Antiques & Collectibles

4th Anniversary
20% off with this ad

Warsaw • 804-313-1876

‘DISCOVERIES’
Wicomico Parish Consignment Shoppe

Upscale and unique clothing and 
home accessories. Shabby Chic’.

Open M-W-F 11-4 • Sat. 9-1

Accepting consignments/donations

Located on Route 200-Wicomico Church 
across from the Post Offi ce • 580-3534

BURGESS HOUSE, INC.

Mon.-Sat. 10:30-5

80 Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.
JULY 4TH WEEKEND SALE

An Unforgettable Shopping Experience!
16 Rooms in this restored Victorian Home 

all fi lled with unbelievable inventory. 
Furniture, Home Decor, Nautical Items, 

Jewelry and Collectibles.
Old, New and In-between!

Burgess, VA  (804) 453-5900

The General Store
Antiques & Collectibles

Open Wed. - Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 12-4

804-453-3066
684A Jessie Dupont Memorial Hwy.

Route 200  •  Burgess, VA

Fireflies Studios
Arts & Antiques

Fri. & Sat.  •  10-4
Supporting Local Artisans

Made in the USA
16228 Northumberland Hwy.
Burgess   •   804-580-1711

Fine Things
July 4th Sale

10% to 40% off Storewide
At the “LIGHT” in Callao

804-529-5478   
www.callaofi nethings.com

Auditions
“Nana’s Naughty Knickers”

By Katherine DeSavino

July 11 & 12 @ 7:00 PM 
The Playhouse in White Stone

This comedy has a cast of 
5 women & 5 men – ages 20-80

Performance dates – October 20-30
Directed by Bob Walker 462-7996 or

walkerun@aol.com

Visit: lancasterplayers.org 

LOTTSBURG—Mem-
bers, spouses and guests of 
the Northumberland Wom-
an’s Club gathered recently 
for an annual pot-luck 
picnic in Lottsburg.

Club president Barbara 
Kennedy presented the 
state of the club report and 
historian Elaine Griger gave 
a review of the past year’s 

guest speakers, scholarship 
recipients and communty 
service activities, reported 
publicity chairman Diane 
Cichowicz.

Also, first vice president 
Brenda Dodson informed 
the members of an exciting 
new year ahead with par-
ticipation and support for 
Northern Neck programs. 

Guest speakers will include 
a Civil War author, a local 
storyteller, former First 
Lady of Virginia, a trio of 
Christmas carolers, profes-
sional photographer, physi-
cian, florist, museum direc-
tor, physical therapist and a 
travelogue. 

All guests are welcome; 
call 580-6052.

Northumberland Woman’s Club members recently enjoyed their annual picnic.

Woman’s Club gathers for annual picnic

I RV I N G T O N — T h e 
Richard Henry Lee Chap-
ter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution met 
June 20 at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury 
Retirement Village.

The principal speaker 
was Tony Williams, noted 
historian, teacher, author 
and lecturer, said chapter 
member Norm Farley. 

His topic was his book 
Hurricane of Indepen-
dence: the Untold Story 
of the Deadly Storm at 
the Deciding Moment of 
the American Revolution 
which describes how the 
weather impacted the early 
battles of the Revolution-
ary War, said Farley.

Also at the meeting, a  
flag award was presented 

From left, John Rocher receives a flag award from SAR 
President Stan Cichowicz.

SAR chapter presents flag award to Roscher

to John R. Roscher of 
Drum Point, who main-
tains a 24-hour, illumi-

nated American flag dis-
play at the entrance to his 
property, he said.

KILMARNOCK—More 
than 40 “older Americans” 
recently gathered at the Bay 
Aging Lancaster County 
Active Lifestyle Center to cel-
ebrate May Day.

In keeping with the month’s 
theme of “Older Americans: 
Connecting the Community,” 
participants gathered with 
guests for a buffet luncheon 
and live music.

“Our center participants 
look forward to this event 
every year as a celebration 
of the arrival of spring,” said 
center manager Pat Laws. 
“The May Day party brings 
back fond memories of their 
youth.”

Andre Stone played the 
electric keyboard.

The Lancaster County 
Active Lifestyle Center is 
open Tuesday and Thursday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
in the Tartan Village I and II 
Apartment Complex at 112 
Shamrock Court in Kilmar-
nock. The Meals on Wheels 
program for Lancaster County 
residents is also located in the 
Bay Aging Active Lifestyle 
Center.

Seniors hold
May Day 
celebration

Email your ADS to: mail@rrecord.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Tomorrow is the centenary birth of 
one of the most talented individuals 

ever to come to the Northern Neck. His 
name was Francis Richardson Hillier, 
and his signature was “F. R. Hillier.” His 
call name was “Dick.” He was born in 
Middlesboro, Kentucky, but he was a 
Virginian at heart. He graduated from 
Davidson College with a major in his-
tory, the study of which was his lifelong 
passion. 

As a young man he first visited the 
Northern Neck, and returned often. He 
bought the entirety of Sandy Point where 
the Great Wicomico River joins Ingram 
Bay, and in the course of that involve-
ment he met Margaret Coles, who lived 
in Coles Neck, the land between the 
river and Crane’s Creek that terminated 
in Sandy Point. 

Professionally, he had begun teach-
ing history and settled at Saint Andrew’s 
School in Middletown, Delaware. When 
America entered the Second World War, 
he received a commission in the U. S. 
Army, and on the way to deployment, he 
and Margaret committed matrimony in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina.

After the war they returned to Saint 
Andrew’s where Dick taught until 1970. 
He was a much-beloved teacher, and 
today a building at the school bears his 
name. There he and Margaret raised their 

five children, but the lure of the North-
ern Neck was a constant pull on them, 
and here they returned upon his retire-
ment. Already they had acquired “Mount 
Pleasant,” one of Margaret’s family 
homes at Remo. 

At the time, the house was serving as 
a repository for storage hay and grain. It 
had been built in 1897 by the legendary 
local carpenter, William Stegeman, and 
reflected his unique form of construction 
as seen in Wicomico Episcopal Church 
and many of the Victorian homes of Kil-
marnock. Undaunted, indeed enthusi-
astically inspired, by the challenge, the 
Hilliers set out to bring the home back, 
thus beginning the greatest do-it-yourself 

project I have witnessed.
They designed wings for each end of 

the house, and Dick plotted out neo-clas-
sical paneling for the fireplace end of the 
living room. Methodically, he proceeded 
with the plan he had spent years develop-
ing ever in front of him. To entertain the 
children while the work was progressing, 
the Hilliers installed a swimming pool, 
which Dick later converted to a water lily 
fountain and pond, replete with goldfish.

Margaret undertook numerous needle-
work projects and designed the draperies 
for each window. In their spare time they 
laid out gardens and a long avenue of 
pecan trees, the quality of which caused 
some Historic Garden Week visitors 
to ask for the name of their landscape 
architect. Unfortunately, he did not live 
to build the “folly” he had envisioned for 
the vista to the rear of the house. Natu-
rally, Dick and Margaret did all of the 
gardening themselves until joined on the 
property by their daughter and son-in-
law, Anne and Eddie Rittenhouse.

Another of Dick’s sideline activities 
became portrait painting. He especially 
liked to paint historical figures, and then 
find antique gold-leaf frames in which 
to display his work. His technique was 
utterly remarkable. Experts would think 
the paintings were from the early period, 
and his depictions of modern people 

always found their couching in the con-
text of extraordinarily exact historical 
settings. 

As his fame spread, others from out-
side his family asked for portraits of their 
ancestors as well as their children. One 
of his historical works now hangs in the 
Charlotte County Courthouse. Another 
interest was in painting boats from the 
Reedville menhaden fishing fleet, some 
of which demonstrate a level of photo-
graphic realism quite different from his 
impressionistic portraiture.

By now readers probably have grasped 
that Dick Hillier was his own form of 
a “Renaissance Man,” and I have not 
recounted his philosophical musings or 
his delightful sense of humor that made 
every conversation a memorable experi-
ence. 

After a relatively brief illness, Dick 
died five months short of his 80th birth-
day. The plans that he foresaw and car-
ried out have served as the basis for the 
“Mount Pleasant” that one passes on the 
road today, all the more enhanced by 
Margaret, Anne and Eddie’s appreciation 
of what their “pater familiae” projected, 
along with their own enhancements. Were 
he here to make his pithy comments, 
Dick would note that all good ideas must 
grow to stay alive. Certainly, his have 
continued to blossom and unfold.

Undaunted, indeed 
enthusiastically inspired, 
by the challenge, the Hill-
iers set out to bring the 
home back, thus begin-
ning the greatest do-it-
yourself project I have 
witnessed.

Focal Point

Sunset swim in the Rappahannock River.

Photo by Santana Darnell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com subject line Focal Point. 

(Reprints from the June 30, 1911, 
issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Boat Notes
If you have got a “popper” (not 

“daddy”) get rid of it. Civilized 
communities no longer want the 
second-rate engines. The up-to-
date ones do not keep a neighbor’s 
nerves on edge.

IMPORTANT TO MOTORBOAT 
OWNERS:

The attention of motorboat 
owners of class 2 and 3, which 
means all over 26 feet long, is 
directed to the following letter:

“Requesting a construction of 
that portion of the act of June 9, 
1910 which requires that glasses 
or lenses of lights to be carried on 
certain motorboats shall on and 
after July 1st, next, be freshnel 
or fluted, it is the opinion of the 
department that all lights required 
by Paragraph B, of Section 8 of the 
Act of June 9, 1910, to be carried 
on motorboats of Classes 2 and 3, 
shall have freshnel or fluted glasses 
or lenses.

“The requirement of inboard 
screens applies only to the side of 
colored lights on motorboats of 
Classes 2 and 3.”

Crisp News
Cadet Thomas Jonathan Jackson 

Christian, a grandson of General 
“Stonewall” Jackson, has gradu-
ated from West Point and is now an 
army officer. Truly the war is over.

Millenbeck
Mrs. E. T. Schools and Mrs. G. 

E. Lewis attended the Kurr-Bristow 
nuptials at Saluda on Tuesday of 
this week.

Ellyson Davenport of Wilm-
ington, Del., was a recent visitor 
at the home of his brother, W. W. 
Davenport Sr., who continues to be 
indisposed.

Mrs. W. H. Warren was in Balti-
more last week.

Schooner Louis M. Thomas was 
here last week unloading coal and 
gasoline.

Daily shipments of potatoes and 
onions are being made from this 
place and are bringing fair prices, 
though the crop is short, especially 
the potato crop.

The rains of the past few days 
have caused the crops to brighten 
up and grow.

J. B. Norris, of Lively, was seen 
here recently.

Harry Robinson, of Lancaster, 

was seen here on business last 
week.

Messrs. Hagerty and Likes, of 
Baltimore, are here for a few weeks 
recreation.

Lancaster Courthouse
Miss Esther Davenport spent Sat-

urday and Sunday with her friend, 
Miss Jane Hines, at Brookvale.

The Misses Chilton entertained 
a few friends Monday evening, in 
honor of Miss Loraine Carney, of 
Portsmouth, who is a guest of the 
Misses Norris, at Lively.

Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Gresham 
spent Sunday at Rehoboth, at Mrs. 
G’s parental home.

Another effort will be made to 
fix the public well here, which has 
been out of commission since the 
winter.

The County School Board of 
Lancaster met here Saturday and 
closed up the business of the year. 
All the accounts were examined 
and found to be correct and Trea-
surer Dunaway reported all claims 
paid.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, 
volunteer of the Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

I’ve heard a great deal of 
concern about the fiscal sus-

tainability of America’s federal 
budget. Many folks are deeply 
worried about Medicare. 

During recent visits to senior 
centers in the First District, 
Medicare was an issue of top 
concern. Many retirees have 
worked their entire lives paying 
into and counting on those 
benefits. I especially appreci-
ated the opportunity to convey 
my strong support for our 
seniors who currently depend 

on the Medicare program.
The House recently con-

sidered a budget blueprint 
addressing the Medicare pro-
gram, and how to sustain the 
program for those currently 
receiving benefits, and those 
who will need it in the future. 
I support preserving Medicare 
for those currently receiving 
benefits as well as those who 
will begin receiving benefits.

The budget should not be 
balanced on the backs of 
seniors. During the previous 

session, I voted against the 
government-run health care 
legislation which cut $500 bil-
lion from Medicare to pay for 
other programs. Taking funding 
away from Medicare to pay for 
a new government-run health 
care system is simply unfair to 
our seniors.

We must take a serious look 
at Medicare. In its current 
state, Medicare is on a path to 
bankruptcy, and this legislation 
ensures its sustainability for 
future generations. 

Under this proposal, benefits 
for those individuals over age 
55 will see no changes. We 
must not change benefits for 
those who depend on them 
most.  For those under age 
55, the system will shift to a 
premium-support model that 
is the same kind of program 
as the one that Members of 
Congress receive.  At the same 
time, Medicare will provide 
additional assistance to folks 
with lower incomes or greater 
health problems.

This type of modernizing 
will give individuals the power 
to choose their own personal-
ized plan, ensuring Medicare’s 
promise to provide health secu-
rity for seniors. We must put 
Medicare on a sustainable path 
for the future. The trustees of 
Medicare tell us the system 
will go bankrupt in 2024. We 
cannot allow it to become 
unsustainable, or go bankrupt. 
Medicare programs are essen-
tial to our seniors’ health and 
well-being. 

YOUR LETTERS

Legislative redistricting 
is complete and the field of 
candidates for the Republi-
can nomination for Delegate 
is set.

Three credible candidates 
remain in the race. Final selec-
tion will be made by voters of 
the Northern Neck and Caro-
line County in the Republican 
Primary August 23. To ensure 
we have the best representa-
tion possible, it is important 
that everyone turn out and 
vote.

While each of the candi-
dates has his strengths, only 
Margaret Bevans Ransone 
possesses the full spectrum 
of education, experience and 
deep ties to the Northern Neck 
needed to represent us well. A 
lifelong resident of Westmore-
land County, educated in local 
schools, member and Sunday 
school teacher at Carmel 
United Methodist Church, 
mother of a handsome young 
family and hard-working 
business woman, Margaret’s 
life imbues the rhythms of the 
Northern Neck.

Far from provincial, Marga-

Vote for Ransone ret has a bachelor’s from one of 
Virginia’s finest colleges, has 
worked closely with the Gen-
eral Assembly for years and is 
well-known for her effective-
ness by its members. As a suc-
cessful businesswoman, she 
deals daily with people from 
all parts of the country and 
understands the effect of suf-
focating regulations on small 
business.

Margaret is highly respected 
within her industry group. She 
is a member of the executive 
committee of the Virginia 
Seafood Council, has served 
as chairman of the Virginia 
Marine Products Board and as 
a member of the state’s Blue 
Ribbon Oyster Panel. Her 
family members have been 
pioneers in the development 
of a disease-resistant native 
oyster, vital to the successful 
environmental cleanup of the 
Chesapeake Bay, and have 
shared this expertise with 
local watermen, strengthening 
our local economy.

Margaret Ransone is a well-
grounded conservative on 
social and economic issues. 
While there is a role for govern-
ment in matters such as public 
safety, roads and schools, by 
and large government should 
stay out of people’s business. 
The taxpayer knows best how 
to spend his money. Margaret 
is a hard-headed, aggressive, 
entrepreneurial business-
woman who has had respon-
sibility for the growth of one 
of the main lines of her com-
pany’s business. She will bring 
these same qualities to bear as 
your Delegate in Richmond.

I have come to know Mar-
garet Ransone personally in 
the course of her campaign, as 
I have the other candidates. I 
recommend you give Margaret 
Ransone your enthusiastic and 
generous support as your can-
didate for the Virginia House 
of Delegates, and show up to 
vote for her on August 23.

Robert R. Fountain,
Montross

I was extremely disap-
pointed in the comments 
in the paper from our town 
manager Tom Sanders about 
my missing meetings.

Mr. Sanders was aware of 
my father’s illness that ended 
in his passing away. He lived 
in Seattle, Wash., and was 

Absences 
explained

married to my mother for 
over 59 years.  Mr. Sanders’ 
insensitivity to me attending 
to my mother’s needs and 
attending my father’s funeral 
troubles me and should trou-
ble the citizens of Kilmar-
nock.

I did have several meetings 
with Mayor Raymond Booth 
over the budget and other 
matters in town when I could 
not attend a meeting. The 
town manager reports to 
the mayor and town council 
and serves at the pleasure of 
council.  He should be sup-
portive of council and not 
judgmental of his employer.

If the reporter who wrote 
this story had interviewed 
me, she would have had all 
the facts before she wrote the 
story.

As many of you know, I 
take my job on town council 
very seriously and try to do 
what’s best for the Town of 
Kilmarnock.

Shawn Donahue,
Kilmarnock

Please give me the oppor-
tunity to apologize to those 
people who attended the 
June meeting of the Nor-
thumberland County School 
Board. Apparently my 
actions and words were seen 
as “rude and disrespectful.”

Neither was intended, but 
if they were viewed in that 
way, then they were. As a 
board, we have always tried 
to listen to those people who 
wish to voice a concern. That 
was the case last month.

However, the discussions 
of personnel matters, in 
public, is at best unethical 
and at the worst could sub-
ject us to a lawsuit.

The vote to hire a new 
person for the counsel-
ing office was taken after 
the input by both those in 
attendance and the person in 
question. There was no prior 
decision by the board.

Again, I apologize for any 
words or actions that were 
offensive to those in atten-
dance. I also apologize for 
any discredit I may have 
cast upon the other board 
members.

Lee G. Scripture Jr.,
Northumberland School 

Board Member

School board 
chairman 
apologizes
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Greetings From The Tides Inn,

We wish everyone a wonderful 4th of July and thank you for 
your support of our activities in previous years.  Please be 
reminded as you make your 4th of July plans that due to a 
change in safety regulations, the Tides Inn is unable to offer a 
fireworks display.  We encourage you to take advantage of the 
alternative fireworks displays in the area.

Dining Reservations for the Chesapeake Club can be made at 
804-438-4489 or by email to dining@tidesinn.com.

480 King Carter Drive
Irvington, Virginia 22480

804-438-5000
www.tidesinn.com

Paid Political Advertisement
Official Call--Mass Meeting of

The Lancaster County Republican Committee

 As Chairman of the Lancaster County Com-
mittee of the Republican Party, and pursuant to the Plan 
of Organization of the Republican Party of Virginia, and 
as recommended and directed by the Committee, I, 
Joan Blackstone, do hereby issue this Call for a Mass 
Meeting to be held at Hill’s Quarter Community Center, 
located at 723 Old St. John’s Rd., Irvington VA. 22480, 
starting at 7:00 PM local time on Tuesday, July 19 2011 
(registration beginning at 6:00 PM) for the following pur-
poses:

a. Nominating a Republican candidate for the office of:
1. Commissioner of the Revenue
2. Commonwealth’s Attorney
3. Treasurer
4. Sheriff

To be voted for in the General Election on
Nov. 8, 2011.

b. Nominating a Republican Candidate for the office of 
1. Lancaster County Supervisor, District 2
2. Lancaster County Supervisor, District 3
3. Lancaster County Supervisor, District 4
To be voted for in the General Election on Nov. 8, 2011.
 (Only voters residing in the specific magisterial district 
may vote on the nomination of the candidate for that 
district.)
 

Qualifications for Participation
 
 All legal and qualified voters of Lancaster 
County under the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
regardless of race, religion, national origin or sex, who 
are in accord with the principles of the Republican Party 
and who, if requested, express in open meeting either 
orally or in writing as may be required, their intent to 
support all of its nominees for public office in the ensu-
ing election, may participate as members of the Repub-
lican Party of Virginia in its mass meetings, party can-
vasses, conventions or primaries  encompassing their 
respective election districts.
 

Pre-Filing Requirements
 
 Candidates for nomination for public office at 
said mass meeting shall file a written statement con-
cerning their intention to seek such nomination, and a 
pre-filing fee of $100 payable to the Lancaster County 
Republican Committee by mail or in person to:  Joan 
Blackstone, 40 Oyster Point, P.O. Box 532, White Stone, 
Va. 22578, which must be received not later than 5:00 
PM July 12, 2011. 

In the event that only one qualified candidate files for 
a specific nomination, that person will be declared the 
nominee.  

Registration Fee
 
 There will be no registration fee to participate 
in this mass meeting. To contact the chairman, please 
call 804-435-6464. This Call is also published at www.
northernneckrepublicans.org  and at www.va1gop.
com.

Paid for and authorized by the Lancaster 
County Republican Committee.

Lancaster County 
Treasurer’s Office will 

be closed 
Tuesday, July 5 due to 

renovations. 
We will reopen 

Wednesday, July 6.
Bonnie J.D. Haynie, MGT

Regarding Mr. Donahue’s 
remarks in last week’s paper 
concerning the salary raise 
for employees and how it 
was handled, Mr. Donahue 
serves on the administrative/
finance committee which 
proposed the salary increase; 
however, Mr. Donahue rou-
tinely does not attend those 
committee meetings. 

I serve on  the streets com-
mittee with Mr. Donahue 
and he very rarely attends 
those meetings either.  His 
absence at committee 
meetings  to which he was 
appointed is a constant.

 When the new mayor was 
elected, he said that he chose 
his committees because “he 
wanted to get things done”; 
however, in the case of Mr. 
Donahue, most of what has 
been done by the commit-
tees on which he serves has 
been accomplished without 
his input. 

Additionally, one of 
the council members who 
recently resigned was  habit-
ually absent from the  meet-
ings of the committees  to 
which he was appointed, as I 
served on one with him also. 
At many meetings of com-
mittees  on which I serve, I 
am the only council member 
present.

In my opinion, if one ran 
for election, he/she has obli-
gations and responsibili-
ties and those obligations 
and responsibilities include 
attendance at committee 
meetings, research, home-
work, responsiveness to 
the citizenry,  review of the 
council meeting packet, and 
the thorough reading and 
understanding of the min-
utes of the previous meet-
ing. 

At the last council meet-
ing, the mayor made the 
statment, “I don’t read the 
minutes.” It’s said we get the 
government we deserve. I 
guess we’ve got it!

 Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
Kilmarnock

Keeping roll

A White Stone resident 
has written two insight-
ful letters to the editor on 
major subjects having seri-
ous impact on the North-
ern Neck and the entire 
U.S. for that matter, as the 
issues repeat themselves in 

Letters endorsed

YOUR LETTERS
all venues of the country. 
He has stated views that 
are politically incorrect and 
which fall back on tradi-
tional values.

One opinion he gave, 
on the issue of poverty in 
the January 28, 2010, edi-
tion, debunked all the easy 
excuses to justify failure 
(and consequently poverty) 
given by the left. His most 
recent letter, June 23, 2011, 
was on the financial situa-
tion at the Maternity Center 
of the Northern Neck. It too 
poked holes in the call for 
financial assistance at the 
maternity center without 
first examining the facts. He 
also correctly pointed out 

the failure of too many to 
take for granted as ‘rights’ 
what millions have worked 
all their lives to provide 
for themselves before (and 
in spite of) the emergence 
of governmental cradle to 
grave programs.

He deserves serious atten-
tion and were he given such 
audience, the resulting dis-
cussion would be a first step 
to fix the problems that he 
has written about. A note of 
caution to those who would 
prefer to criticize him for 
his views without seriously 
contemplating his words: 
read Mark 6:4.

David Shaffer,
Wicomico Church

New legislation taking effect this week

During the 28 years I 
have served as Common-
wealth’s Attorney of Lan-
caster County, it has been 
my practice to survey some 
of the new state laws passed 
by the Virginia General 
Assembly each year. Most 
of these new laws take 
effect July 1. 

The General Assembly 
meets 60 days in even-num-
bered years and 30 days in 
odd-numbered years. This 
year’s session was the so-
called “short session.”

There were 1,335 House 
of Delegates bills intro-
duced this year; 795 failed, 
495 were approved and one 
was vetoed by the gover-
nor. There were 747 Senate 
bills; 452 failed, 377 were 
approved, and two were 
vetoed. 

Our legislators this past 
year were Sen. Richard 
H. Stuart, whose office is 
in Montross. He can be 
reached at 493-8892. Del. 
Albert C. Pollard Jr. has an 
office in Lancaster. He can 
be reached at 462-5940.

An adjustment of the elec-
tion districts from which 
our legislators are elected 
has been made this year. 
Sen. Stuart remains in Dis-
trict 28. However, Lancaster 
County joins District 4 with 
Sen Ryan T. McDougle. 
Del. Pollard has announced 
he will not be a candidate. 
In anticipation of the 2011 
redistricting process, the 
original June 14 primary 
and qualification date was 
moved to August 23,  and 
various deadlines for filings 
and election preparations 
were moved to accommo-
date the new date. 

Bills passed, signed 
by Gov. McDonnell and 
already effective as emer-
gency legislation include 
a bill making criminal the 
possession or distribution 
of synthetic marijuana. 
The emergency legisla-
tion also makes illegal the 
possession or distribution 
of Abath salts, sometimes 
called MDPV or mephed-
rone. These drugs are 
sometimes commercially 
sold under names like Ivory 
Wave, Bliss, White Light-
ning, Hurricane Charlie, 
and even as plant foods. 

A new law makes it a 
class 1 misdemeanor with 
a minimum, mandatory jail 
sentence to assault a health 
care provider engaged in 
rendering emergency medi-
cal care.

A Blue Alert Program 
to be administered by the 
State Police is established 
when a suspect for a crime 
involving the death or seri-
ous injury of a law-enforce-
ment officer has not been 
apprehended and is a seri-
ous threat to the public. 
This is similar to the Amber 
Alert system which notifies 
the public to assist in the 
search and safe return of a 
child and  apprehension of 
a child abduction suspect. 

New laws make criminal 
the abduction of minors 
for forced labor or for 
sexual purposes including 
prostitution and manufac-
ture of child pornography. 
The property owned by a 
person and used to further 
the abduction of a child will 
be subject to lawful seizure 
and forfeiture. Victims of 
child pornography will be 
entitled to mandatory resti-
tution from the offender.

An amendment prohibits 
the use of profane, threat-
ening or indecent language 
over a telephone or by elec-
tric communication, includ-
ing visual or electronic mes-
sages, received or transmit-
ted by a cellular phone or 
other wireless telecommu-
nications device. The agent 
of the owner, lessee, custo-
dian or other person law-
fully in charge of a property 
will have the authority to 
prohibit trespassing.

A conviction for drinking 
and driving with a 0.02% 
blood alcohol content if the 
driver is under age 21 will 
become a class 1 misde-
meanor just like DUI with 
a 0.08% blood alcohol con-
tent, and must include for-
feiture of driver’s license 
for one year and a manda-
tory minimum fine of $500 
or 50 hours of community 
service.

It will be a class 1 mis-

demeanor to provide, or 
willfully assist in provid-
ing, alcoholic beverages to 
a person under 21, where 
one knows, or has reason 
to know, that the person is 
underaged.

A person convicted of 
DUI and certain other 
offenses for which a license 
is suspended or restricted 
may have authorization 
from the court to travel 
to jail to serve a sentence 
of confinement in jail on 
weekends or non-consecu-
tive days.

Law enforcement offi-
cers may arrest without a 
warrant a person whom the 
officer has probable cause 
to suspect was operating 
a watercraft while intoxi-
cated. 

Where Commonwealth’s 
Attorneys agree in adjoin-
ing jurisdictions, venue for 
the trial of an offense of 
committing or attempting 
to commit a crime against 
nature, crime of taking inde-
cent liberties with a child, or 
criminal sexual assault and 
any violent felony arising 
out of the same incident, 
may be had in the jurisdic-
tion in which the crime was 
alleged to have occurred or 
any county or city through 
which the victim was trans-
ported by the defendant. 

In addition to other 
crimes previously enumer-
ated, there is a presumption 
against admission to bail 
for a person who is charged 
with the use of threats of 
bodily harm or force to 
knowingly attempt to inti-
mate or impede a witness.

A licensed bail bonds-
man shall not charge a fee 
of less than 10% or more 
than 15% of the amount of 
the bond and is prohibited 
from loaning money with 
interest for the purpose of 
helping another obtain a 
bail bond.

GPS tracking will be 
permitted for persons on 
secured bond or as a con-
dition of probation or sus-
pended sentence, and the 
defendant may be ordered 
to pay the cost. 

The Commonwealth’s 
Attorney submitted an arti-
cle on new crime victim’s 
rights laws published in 
the Rappahannock Record 
in April. Among those 
laws are the creation of an 
address confidentiality pro-
gram to protect victims of 
domestic violence.

The class of persons eli-
gible to obtain protective 
orders has been expanded 
to include persons who 
have been subjected to any 
act involving violence, 
force or threat that results in 
bodily injury or places one 
in reasonable apprehension 
of death, sexual assault, or 
bodily injury.  It was the 
intention of the legislation 
to extend the class of per-
sons eligible to dating rela-
tionships. Persons subject 
to preliminary protective 
orders are prohibited from 
purchasing or transporting 
a firearm.  

Sex offenders are not 
welcome at any school. 
They are specifically pro-
hibited from entering or 
being present on any school 
bus or any public or private 
school property during any 
school-related or school-
sponsored event.

Localities may pass an 
ordinance to authorize the 
school division to install 
and operate a video-mon-
itoring system in or on 
school buses for the purpose 
of detecting drivers passing 
stopped school buses.

The law was clarified that 
makes it reckless driving to 
fail to stop when approach-
ing from any direction a 
school bus that is stopped 
for the purpose of taking on 
or discharging children. 

Emergency vehicles pro-
ceeding past red lights, 
stop signs and other such 
traffic controls must flash 
emergency lights and either 
sound a siren or yield right-
of-way, or, if required for 
safety, bring the vehicle to 
a complete stop before pro-
ceeding with due regard to 
the safety of persons and 
property. 

The legislature ordered 
the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services to establish 
training standards and pub-
lish a model that employs 
current best practices for 
law-enforcement pursuits 
and for responding to emer-

gency calls, and to estab-
lish training standards in a 
model policy that embodies 
current best practices for 
conducting photographic 
and live line-ups. 

Legislation continues the 
prohibition of use of a tele-
vision in a motor vehicle 
where moving images are 
visible to the driver while 
the vehicle is in motion.

 A list of places where a 
person may be found guilty 
of reckless driving will 
include government prop-
erty open to the public. 

Manufacture, sale or 
transfer of a fake birth 
certificate will become a 
felony.

Effective July 1, 2012, 
new legislation will permit 
remote document notari-
zation by following strict 
provisions for establishing 
identity through personal 
knowledge, compliance 
with federal standards, or 
the use of biometric data 
such as fingerprint or iris 
recognition in audio-video 
link transactions.

A magistrate may not 
issue an arrest warrant 
for a felony offense upon 
the basis of a citizen com-
plaint (a person other than 
a law-enforcement officer) 
without prior authorization 
from the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney or a law-enforce-
ment agency in his jurisdic-
tion. The law also requires a 
written citizen complaint. 

The definition of  “illegal 
gambling” was amended to 
clarify that it includes the 
purchase of a product, inter-
net access, or other thing, 
which credits the purchaser 
with free points or other 
measurable units that may 
be risked by the purchaser 
for an opportunity to win 
money. 

Virginia State Highway 3 
through Lancaster County 
was designated a “Blue 
Star Memorial Highway,” 
and a marker on the prop-
erty of Trinity Church in 
the village of Lancaster 
Courthouse was dedicated 
May 21, 2011, to honor all 
men and women who have 
served, are serving, or will 
serve in the Armed Forces 
of the U.S..

Last year the General 
Assembly adopted a budget 
for the 2010-12 bien-
nium, so the 2011 General 
Assembly considered only 
amendments to the biennial 
budget. There was said to be 
five to six percent general 
fund growth which permit-
ted an increase in resources 
to spend. The governor and 
the General Assembly con-
flicted over allocation of 
funding and their priorities. 

New legislation gave 
stronger guidelines against 
abuse of eminent domain by 
clarifying what constitutes 
taking for “public use.” 
Taking of private property 
is not for “public use” if the 
primary use is for private 
gain, private benefit, private 
enterprise, economic devel-
opment or elimination of a 
public nuisance. 

Localities will be autho-
rized to adopt ordinances 
exempting nonprofit orga-
nizations selling food at 
fund-raisers from restaurant 
regulations. 

New environmental leg-
islation will prohibit the 
sale, distribution and use of 
lawn maintenance fertilizer 
containing phosphorous 
after December 31, 2013. 
Local governments will 
have authority to regulate 
fertilizer application and 
use consistent with envi-
ronmental legislation. Pre-
cautionary labeling will be 
required to prevent fertilizer 
run-off into waterways.  

Anyone with questions 
regarding new legislation, 
or other criminal and traf-
fic matters, may contact the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, 
C. Jeffers Schmidt Jr., or 
assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney, Julian W. Harman 
Jr., at Lancaster Court-
house, 462-7240, or consult 
a licensed Virginia attor-
ney-at-law.

The Commonwealth’s 
Attorney has placed a direc-
tory of lawyers who are 
members of the Northern 
Neck Bar Association in 
local banks, the library and 
other public places. A good 
resource for legal advice 
with minimal consultation 
fee is the Virginia Lawyer 
Referral Service which can 
be reached at 800-52-7977.

by C. Jeffers Schmidt Jr.,
Commonwealth’s Attorney,
Lancaster County

Rappahannock
Record
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JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
200 Irvington Rd. • Kilmarnock • 435-3529

Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-4

   When a Celtic lad, in ancient Britain, 
won a lady’s hand, he gave her a ring as a 
pledge of love. The Celtic word for pledge 
was “wed” and this is the origin of our word 
for a marriage ceremony. The ring finger was 
once thought to be connected directly to the 
heart by a special vein. The bracelet, too, had 
a special romantic significance, because it 
was worn near the pulse.
   We’re happy to be in a romantic business, 
supplying engagement and wedding rings to 
lovers. Can we help you?

Advertiser Appreciation Month!
July 2011

Take advantage of this colorful offer every week this month!

       Why settle for this . . .    when you can have this . . .

Free!
That’s right! To give our regular advertisers a boost and introduce new 

customers to the advantages of advertising in the Rappahannock Record, 
we will provide free full color with your ad of at least 10 column inches 
during July 2011. Hurry, our over 20,000 readers are waiting to see it!

Call Sara, Joanna or Marilyn to reserve your space:
804-435-1701 or send an email message to mail@RRecord.com

MERRYVALE FARMS

Homemade Salsas &
 Baked Goods
L cal Eggs
Cut Flowers

15873 Gen. Puller Hwy., Deltaville, (804) 776-7554

Delicious Local Sweet Corn

The BEST Peaches & 
Other Seasonal Favorites

Fresh Herbs for your Summer Recipes

OPEN
7 DAYS 
A WEEK

Weekly facebook updates

Scientists discover disease
resistance among oysters

Professor Ryan Carnegie and marine scientist Nancy 
Stokes of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science sort 
oysters at Aberdeen Rock on the York River in spring 
2011. Photo by Rita Crockett/VIMS.

A histological image of 
Haplosporidium nelsoni 
(MSX). The pink refractory 
bodies are MSX spores in 
oyster tissues. Image courtesy 
of Eugene Burreson/VIMS.

Marine scientist Rita Crockett  of the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science evaluates histological sections of oyster 
tissue for the presence of MSX and Dermo. Photo by Dr. 
Ryan Carnegie/VIMS.

by David Malmquist

G L O U C E S T E R 
POINT—Development of 
disease resistance among 
Chesapeake Bay oysters 
calls for a shift in oyster-
restoration strategies within 
the bay and its tributaries. 
That’s according to a new 
study by researchers at the 
Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science  (VIMS).

The study, by professors 
Ryan Carnegie and Eugene 
Burreson, appears in the 
most recent issue of Marine 
Ecology Progress Series. It 
is based on 50 years of VIMS 
research into the prevalence 
of MSX disease among the 
native eastern oyster Cras-
sostrea virginica.

Carnegie, a research assis-
tant professor in the Shell-
fish Pathology Lab at VIMS, 
says “Our results point to 
substantial reproduction 
by disease-resistant oysters 
in the high-salinity areas 
where the parasite causing 
MSX thrives. We thus argue 
that reefs in areas of higher 
salinity should be the focus 
of conservation and restora-
tion efforts, not just those in 
disease-free lower salinity 
areas.”

MSX is caused by the 
single-celled parasite Hap-
losporidium nelsoni. It first 
appeared in Chesapeake Bay 
in 1959, combining with 
overharvesting, declines in 
water quality, and a second 
parasitic oyster disease 
known as Dermo to push 
the bay’s oyster population 
to one percent of histori-
cal levels. Both MSX and 
Dermo favor the saltier 
waters of the bay’s main 
stem, decreasing in preva-
lence as one moves upriver 
into the fresher waters of 
Bay tributaries,which form 
a safe haven from the para-
sites and diseases.
Restoration strategies

To date, restoration strate-
gies have rested on the idea 
of protecting these “low-
salinity refugia” as sources 
of larvae for replenishment 
of disease-ravaged popula-
tions in saltier areas of the 
bay. These strategies are 
based on the high levels of 
mortality traditionally seen 
among oyster populations in 
saltier waters (initially more 
than 90 percent), and com-
puter models showing that 
tidal currents can indeed 
carry oyster larvae down 
river from fresher to saltier 
areas.

Carnegie says “there’s 
been a lot of attention given 
to these up-river, low salin-
ity refugia. They’ve been 
viewed as the key source 
reefs that are exporting 
larvae into the higher salin-
ity waters.” Disease-ravaged 
reefs in higher salinities 
have been valued primarily 
for their fishery, which has 
sought to harvest doomed 
oysters before they suc-
cumbed.

Carnegie and Burreson’s 
research, however, paints a 
different picture. They’ve 
found clear evidence that 
oysters in the bay’s saltier 
waters are developing resis-
tance to both MSX—the 
focus of their paper—and 
Dermo, despite the increas-
ing prevalence in the bay 
of the parasites responsible 
for the two diseases. This is 
only possible through repro-
duction by resistant oysters 
in high-disease areas, thus 
their call for a focusing 
of restoration efforts onto 
these disease-resistant areas 
and populations.

Carnegie says “We basi-
cally need to confront the 
diseases head-on where they 
are most active, rather than 
avoiding them by work-
ing in low salinities. It’s in 
the high-disease areas that 
resistance is developing 
most rapidly, so restoration 
efforts should be focused 
there.”

Recent restoration ini-
tiatives in Virginia have 
included the designation of 
numerous sanctuary reefs in 
higher salinities and a rota-
tional harvest scheme in the 
lower Rappahannock River, 
but these have been contro-
versial. 

“Harvesters have viewed 
such efforts with skep-
ticism,” says Carnegie, 

“because the protected oys-
ters would likely be lost to 
diseases. Yet our results sug-
gest that strategies like these 
that increase the number of 
resistant oysters are pre-
cisely the right approach.”

In fact, Carnegie and Bur-
reson point out that restora-
tion efforts focused on low-
salinity refugia may actually 
be counter-productive.

Carnegie says “our study 
makes very clear what hap-
pens when oyster larvae 
from the low-salinity refu-
gia settle in high salinity 
waters—they are removed 
quickly by the parasites 
because they are produced 
by genetically naïve parent 
oysters that haven’t been 
selected for disease resis-
tance.” Genetic mingling 
of these susceptible oysters 
with their disease-resistant 
counterparts may be acting 
to slow the spread of disease 
resistance through the Ches-
apeake Bay oyster popula-
tion.
“Spring Imports”

Discovery of disease 
resistance among the bay’s 
oysters is based on research 
that began at VIMS in 1960 
with the “Spring Imports” 
project. Burreson says this 
long-term study “clearly 

shows increased resistance 
to MSX in response to 
increased disease pressure.”

Carnegie adds “decreased 
disease in the wild despite 
favorable conditions for the 
parasites is a clear sign of 
increasing resistance among 
our native oysters due to 
long-term exposure.”

The pair’s research was 
supported in part by the A. 
Marshall Acuff Sr. Memo-
rial Endowment to the 
VIMS Foundation, which 
has supported oyster dis-
ease research at VIMS for 
almost 30 years.

Carnegie says, “Our team 

really appreciates the flex-
ibility Acuff support gives 
our program—the ability to 
rapidly respond to emerg-
ing questions, pursue new 
directions, and build the 
foundation for larger, extra-
murally funded projects.”

Acuff support has played 
a key role in the renewed 
commitment to native 
oyster restoration, and has 
leveraged federal funds and 
created jobs for Virginia 
citizens.

David Malmquist  is the 
director of communications 
at the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science.

Be sure to wish a very Happy Birthday 

to our very own firecracker, LISA!


