
CLARAVILLE—Some 78 
seniors bid farewell to Northum-
berland High School following 
commencement ceremonies held 
Saturday in the school audito-
rium.

Attorney Marcel D. Jones of 
Fredericksburg, a member of the 
NHS Class of 1996, was the guest 
speaker. He urged graduates to 
always have a plan.

“Your plan may not go the way 
you expect it to, but it’s always 
better to have one,” Jones said.

As a gift, Jones gave each 
graduate an undisclosed sum of 
money.

“There are going to be times 
when you feel like a failure,” 
cautioned Valedictorian Morgan 
Lewis, “but if you continue to 
work hard at achieving your 
dreams, the results you are look-
ing for will come.”  

In a similar message, Salutato-
rian Jessica Weicht said, “(Suc-
cess) is being able to get back up 
one more time than you fall.”

The NHS faculty presented 
awards to students excelling in 

the categories of honor, citizen-
ship, leadership and sportsman-
ship. Kyle Gaskins and Jordan 
Baughan received honor awards. 
Aaron Appleby and Elaine Scerbo 
received citizenship awards. 
Leadership awards went to Carter 
Fay and Adrian Fridenstine while 
John Jones and Lewis took sports-
manship awards.

Weicht, Nicole Massaro and 
Aaron Appleby were awarded the 
Burmester Scholarship for stu-
dents who are in the top of their 
graduating class but have not 
received a full scholarship cover-
ing their college expenses.

Lewis was presented the inau-
gural Robert Nielsen Valedicto-
rian Scholarship, made possible 
through a grant from a former 
valedictorian in appreciation of 
his former teachers and adminis-
trators.

Medallions also were awarded 
to students who achieved a cumu-
lative grade point average of 3.5 
or higher.

School board chairman Lee 
Scripture conferred the diplomas.

A related slide show appears at 
RRecord.com.
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THIS WEEK ONLINE:
Commencement 2011
Lancaster and Northumberland high school 
graduation ceremonies are featured in slideshows 
at RRecord.com.
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Lancaster Class of 2011 accomplishments noted
LANCASTER—Standing at 

the gateway to their futures, 93 
members of the Lancaster High 
School Class of 2011 were filled 
with optimism Saturday morning 
as they marked the transition from 
high school seniors to graduates 
during commencement exercises. 

“We tend to think of (gradu-
ation) being the end,” said Cas-
sandra Quick in her valedictory 
address. “However, the word 
‘commencement’ means ‘begin-
ning’...the beginning of the rest of 
our lives.”

Quick told parents and friends 
in attendance about some of her 
class’s accomplishments. Their 
successes include an artist who 
won best in show four consecutive 
years, a member of the track team 
who broke the record for the mile 
run, and another who holds the 
record for the two-mile run. She 
noted that the boys and girls track 

by Audrey Thomasson

by Shannon Rice

Principal Lori Watrous takes a final walk among the Class of 2011 to offer congratulations and say 
goodbye as the seniors get ready to march in the processional. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Amber Wilson waves her 
diploma in the air. Photo by Audrey 
Thomasson

and girls cross country teams were 
district champions, and the school 
currently has the state’s fastest 
100-meter runner. 

She recognized the baseball 
and basketball teams for winning 
regionals and the basketball play-
ers for going on to the final four in 
state playoffs for the first time in 
school history.  

“Scholastically, our class has 
13 LHS scholars and 31 early 
college scholars. Eighty-five per-
cent of our graduating class plans 
to... attend college...winning over 
$200,000 in scholarships...not 
including scholarships from each 
college...and five people are plan-
ning on enlisting in the military,” 
she said. “Just like trying to break 
a school record...every one of us is 
going to have to work harder now 
than ever before to make our end 
goals and dreams come true.”

Salutatorian Emma Hollowell 
told students this was not goodbye. 
“We’re all going to stay connected 
with the people we care for...and 
in a town like this we’re going to 
stay connected to everyone in gen-
eral,” she joked. Hollowell encour-
aged her classmates as they head 
out into the world to always have 
integrity and show character. 

Senior class president Margaret 
Jett opened the graduation cer-
emony and introduced Quick and 
Hollowell. Jett also led the class 
through the tassel turning at the 
end, officially designating them as 
graduates.

Highlights of the ceremony 
included graduate Craig Shepard 
singing the national anthem and 
the Boyz2Men song, “It’s So Hard 
to Say Goodbye to Yesterday.” 

Diplomas were presented by 
principal Lori Watrous as admin-
istrative assistant Deborah Thomas 
read each student’s name. District 
superintendent Susan Sciabbarrasi 
gave the declaration of graduation.

A related slideshow appears at 
RRecord.com.

Salutatorian Emma Hollowell (left) and Valedictorian Cassandra Quick lead the LHS Class of 2011 into 
the school auditorium. Photo by Audrey Thomasson.

Northumberland High sends off 78 graduates

Marcel Jones, a member of the Northumberland High School Class of 1996, spoke at the NHS Class of 
2011 commencement. Photo by Shannon Rice

After receiving his diploma, Bryan Shabazz is excited to also receive 
a sum of money from speaker Marcel Jones. Photo by Shannon Rice

From left, Nicole Massaro, Trevor Renton, Kristina Ramsey, Stone Robinson, Stacie Rest, and Chris 
Reynolds wait to join the rest of the graduates in the recessional.  Photo by Shannon Rice
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INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT YOUR PERSONAL FINANCES?
ATTEND A WORKSHOP TO LEARN ABOUT YOUR CREDIT SCORE

CHESAPEAKE BANK
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

LIVING WATER LUTHERAN CHURCH
presents

“To Your Credit, What Your Parents Never Taught You”
THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 6:00 PM

at the church, 83 Bluff Point Road, Kilmarnock

A laptop is a plus, but not a requirement. A light dinner and beverages will be provided.
Please call the church at 435-6650 to reserve a spot.

Saturday, June 25th

Tickets are $8 advance • $10 at the gate
Food • Live Music • Vendors

Greek and Italian Foods 
Live Music: Jonathon Williams 11am- 1pm

Planet Full of Blues 2-5pm
Tickets available at 804-435-6092 or online at lancasterva.com
Bring your lawn chair or blanket and stay and enjoy the music. 

NO COOLERS Please!

Sponsored by:

Athena Vineyards & Winery, Belle Mount, Good Luck Cellars, 
The Hague Winery, Ingleside Vineyards, Oak Crest

Vineyard & Winery, Potomac Point Winery, 
and Thousand Oak Barrel & Vault Field Vineyards

Rappahannock Westminster Canterbury
Walmart • Town of Kilmarnock • EVB • Bank of Lancaster
Tri-Star Supermarket • Ann Meekins • Chesapeake Bank 

Northern Neck Insurance Company

Presents the 
3rd Annual

At the corner of Town 
Centre Dr. and N. Main St.

DAMERON MARSH—A Florida man 
found himself and his boat stranded on Dam-
eron Marsh following a rough storm Monday 
morning.

“I knew there were going to be storms, but 
not 50-mile-per-hour winds,” said Russell 
Sowers, owner of Apogee, a Hunter sailboat.

Sowers, of Panama City, Fla., said he had 
just purchased Apogee in Maryland on Satur-
day and was heading towards Hampton when 
the storm began. A retired Army veteran of 
the Vietnam war, he said he anchored the boat 
at the mouth of the Great Wicomico Sunday 
evening and retreated to the boat’s cabin. 

Unbeknownst to the boater, the anchor line 
broke and Sowers drifted nearly two miles 

until the boat tipped over onto Dameron 
Marsh.

“I didn’t know what was going on until she 
started leaning,” said Sowers.

Smith Point Sea Rescue vice president 
Russ Bertino said they received a call around 
10:15 a.m. Monday from the captain of the 
Chesapeake Breeze tour boat reporting the 
beached sailboat. The Coast Guard arrived at 
about 1:30 p.m., said Bertino. 

Units from the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission and Northumberland sheriff ’s 
department also were dispatched to the scene, 
according to Bertino. 

A Coast Guard helicopter from Atlantic 
City lifted Sowers from the marsh, although 
he received no injuries in the accident.

Smith Point Sea Rescue was able to pull 

the 26-foot boat from the marsh around noon 
Tuesday using two boats in its fleet, the 
42-foot Provencial and 22-foot Pamlico.

Despite being flipped on its side and then 
towed, Apogee suffered only slight damages 
including a loose bow rail and scratches. 
However, the ignition key is missing.

Because the boat was just purchased, the 
title has not yet transferred from the origi-
nal owner. Thus, there is no insurance on 
the boat either, said Sowers. He had no navi-
gation system, depth finder, flares or radio 
equipment aboard the vessel.

“I’ve got a lot of work to do on this thing 
besides just a good wash,” said Sowers.

He intends to make Apogee his home and 
says equipment is at the top of his priority 
list for the boat’s future.

Smith Point Sea Rescue uses two response vessels Tuesday to free a sailboat that ran onto Dameron Marsh Monday. 

Boat lands on Dameron Marsh after storm
by Shannon Rice

I RV I N G T O N — T h e 
town council will vote 
on Irvington’s proposed 
2011-12 budget at a meeting 
tonight, June 23. The meet-
ing will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
in town hall at 235 Steam-
boat Road. 

Anticipated revenue and 
expenditures of $115,060 
are down $2,280 from the 
current year. The vote fol-
lows a June 9 public hear-
ing.

LANCASTER—A public 
hearing on the county’s pro-
posed 2011-2012 budget will 
be held during the board of 
supervisors’ next meeting 
Thursday, June 30.

The meeting will begin at 
7 p.m. in the General Dis-
trict courtroom.

With proposed revenue 
of some $26.6 million and 
expenditures of $27.2 mil-
lion, the county expects to 
end the year with a $3.96 
million fund balance, down 
$585,930 from the balance 
expected on June 30 of this 
year. 

There also will be a public 
hearing on the tax levy for 
calendar year 2011. No 
change in the tax rate is pro-

KILMARNOCK—The 
Lancaster school board 
invites the community and 
school staff to meet and 
greet the incoming super-
intendent of schools, Dr. 
Daniel Lukich.

The reception will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. today, June 23, 
in the Media Room at Lan-
caster Middle School.

NEWPORT NEWS—
The Virginia Marine 
Resources Commis-
sion will meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 28, at VMRC 
Headquarters, 2600 Wash-
ington Avenue, Newport 
News.

Habitat management 
issues, generally considered 
during the morning ses-
sion, will include an appeal 
brought by David D. Owen.

He is appealing a May 
12, 2011, decision by the 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Lancaster County Wetlands 
Board to deny an applica-
tion to install 155 linear 
feet of quarry stone marsh 
sill and 165 linear feet of 
quarry stone revetment at 
his property on James Cove 
of Carter’s Creek in Lan-
caster County.

Fisheries management 
issues, generally considered 
immediately following habit 
issues, will include a public 
hearing at noon on a pro-
posed moratorium on river 
herring (alewife and blue 
back herring). The proposed 
regulation, effective Janu-
ary 1, 2012, would comply 
with the provisions of the 
ASMFC Fishery Manage-
ment Plan for Shad and 
River Herring.

According to a related 
notice posted at mrc.state.
va.us, during the morato-
rium it shall be unlawful for 
any person to catch, harvest, 
land, sell or offer for sale 
any river herring. 

Copies of the proposed 
regulation also may be 
reviewed at the commis-
sion office from 8:15 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, or 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Friday. Copies may 
be obtained by calling 
757-247-2248.

Written comments on the 
proposed regulations should 
be mailed to Jack Trav-
elstead, VMRC Fisheries 
Management Division, 2600 
Washington Avenue, 3rd 
Floor, Newport News, VA 
23607, by 5 p.m. Monday, 
June 27.

Among uncontested proj-
ects exceeding $50,000 
in costs, the VMRC staff 
recommends approval of 
a water quality monitor-
ing instrument on a public 
oyster ground in the Rappa-
hannock River. The instru-
ment would be attached to 
a surface buoy for 120 days 
approximately 1.2 miles 
southeast of Towles Point 
between Lancaster and Mid-
dlesex counties.    

posed. Real estate taxes will 
remain at $0.40 per $100 
of assessed value; personal 
property motor vehicles at 
$2.04 per $100 of assessed 
value; all other personal 
property at $1.52 per $100 
of assessed value; machin-
ery and tools at $1.52 per 
$100 of assessed value; 
merchant’s capital at $1.00 
per $100 of assessed value, 
discounted 50%. 

The capital improvement 
programs (CIP) budget is 
expected to be $263,247, 
down $75,477 from the cur-
rent year. 

Other hearings will 
address applications from:

• Barbara Cox to place 
an individual manufactured 
home on a 1.0-acre parcel at 
126 Carlson Road.

• Marquita Yerby Jackson 
to place an individual manu-
factured home on a 1.0-acre 
parcel at 1233 Irvington 
Road.

• Julian W. and Torrence 
M. Harman to expand an 
existing residential struc-
ture on a 0.615-acre parcel 
at 315 Riverview Road.
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In an article last week 
titled “Kilmarnock planning 
commission pursues sign 
ordinance amendments,” a 
statement that Kilmarnock 
Entertainment Center’s flash-
ing sign on Main Street was 
linked by a series of exten-
sion cords was mistakenly 
attributed to Sonja Headley. 
The information came from 
another source. 

Correction

GOT THE  I T C H  TO 
PLACE  AN AD?
Mai l@RRecord.com

great story? local news? 
letter to the editor?
let us know • editor@RRecord.com (Tuesday @ noon)
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“Come join us–we’re going places”

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Oct. 17, 2011
6 days–5 nights

This tour starts in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
and continues to 

Churchill on the Hudson Bay.
Special tundra buggies take us up 

close to see the bears.
This is truly a special “adventure”.

Progressive

Fri. & Sat., July 1 & 2
 8 - 9 am • 40% off
9 -10 am • 30% off  
10 -11am • 20% off
11-4 pm •  15% off

SALE

Route 3
Lively 

462-6260

Rappahannock Concert Association, Inc.
Announces the

2011-2012 Concert Series

Saturday, October 1, 7:30 pm
Vinca Quartet, string quartet playing 

chamber music

Saturday, November 5, 7:30 pm
Chad Bowles playing classical piano music

Monday, January 30, 7:30 pm
Wind Soloists of New York & Pedja Muzijevic, piano 

and woodwind ensemble

Saturday, March 3, 7:30 pm
Coyote Run, Celtic inspired music ensemble

Saturday, April, 7:30 pm
Brooks Tegler Group with great American jazz from the 30’s to the 50’s

All concerts held at Northumberland High School Performing Arts 
Center with theater seating and lighting

Season subscriptions
Individual Reserved Seat  $100

Adult $75  l  Student $10
 For additional information

Website:  www.rappahannockconcerts.org
Phone:  Jan Redfern 804-472-3396

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St. l Kilmarnock, VA l 435-1783  

For Breaking News 
in the Northern Neck 

RRecord.comRICHMOND—Attorney General 
Ken Cuccinelli recently announced 
the U.S. Department of Justice has 
approved Virginia’s state legislative 
redistricting plan as submitted on 
May 11.

 The approval means that all redrawn 
Virginia Senate and House of Dele-
gates districts have been approved and 
can be used in the upcoming primaries 
and November general elections.

“Obviously, we are pleased by the 
Department of Justice’s determination 
that the state legislative redistricting 
plan passed by the General Assembly 
and signed by the governor complies 

with the Voting Rights Act,” said Cuc-
cinelli. “We have believed from the 
beginning of this process that Virginia 
complied with all legal and constitu-
tional requirements in adopting the 
new district lines, and the decision of 
the Department of Justice simply con-
firms that belief.”

Under Section 5 of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, either the Depart-
ment of Justice or the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia 
must approve Virginia’s redistricting 
plan.

“The action by the Department of 
Justice confirms that the redistrict-

ing plans adopted by the House and 
Senate comply with the protections 
of the Voting Rights Act,” said Gov. 
Bob McDonnell. “The 2011 election 
cycle is already under way and will 
proceed as scheduled. The process 
to get the legislation finalized was 
not easy, but, following my veto, the 
legislature produced good bipartisan 
plans that complied with the consti-
tutional and legal requirements.”

Gov. McDonnell urged the General 
Assembly to finalize its congressio-
nal redistricting so it can be sent to 
the Justice Department for pre-clear-
ance as well. 

N O R T H U M B E R -
LAND—An Henrico man 
who failed to appear in fed-
eral court in Richmond last 
Wednesday, June 15, com-
mitted suicide at his family’s 
vacation house at 335 Kent 
Cove Road in the Indian 
Creek area.

L. Herrick Higgins Jr., 54, 
died from a gunshot wound 

to the head after being air-
lifted to the Medical Col-
lege of Virginia, according 
to Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins. 

The sheriff’s department 
was contacted by agents 
from the Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) and asked 
to check on Higgins after he 
failed to appear in court on 
alleged drug-related charges. 
According to Sheriff Wilkins, 

DEA agents said they were 
concerned about Higgins’ 
welfare after he stated he was 
not planning to be around for 
the court appearance. 

Four Northumberland offi-
cers were sent to the home 
about 5:15 p.m. Wednes-
day. Higgins’ vehicle was in 
the driveway, but there was 
no response when officers 
knocked on the front door. 

“When they went around 

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett reported misdemeanor charges 
against three people during the past week.

A 28-year-old Lara Road woman was 
charged June 14 with contempt of court. 

A 40-year-old Goodluck Road woman was 
charged June 16 with public drunkenness.

A 26-year-old Callao woman was 
charged June 20 with contempt of court. 
 Police Log

June 14: Staff made a well-being check 
on a Merry Point Road resident at the 
request of a concerned citizen (no emer-
gency services needed), and responded 
to a Hampton Roads hospital to receive 
a sexual assault physical evidence recov-
ery kit (pursuant to law, a sexual assault 
victim may respond to any hospital and 
have physical evidence of the assault col-
lected at no cost for forensic examination; 
hospital staff surrender the recovered evi-
dence to law enforcement, which must 
maintain the evidence; if the victim elects 
not to make a report to law enforcement 
within 120 days the evidence is destroyed). 
Staff responded to a suspicious person 
complaint in the 2100 block of Morattico 
Road and attempted to locate an assault 
complainant on Pinckardsville Road. 

June 15 : Staff received an attempted 
burglary report from Lancaster Creek Drive 
(picture window; $500 loss), responded to 
a two-vehicle traffic crash between Lan-
caster and Lively, to Robinson Lane on a 
complaint of a theft from a motor vehi-
cle (laptop computer; $799 loss), and to 
a destruction of property complaint on 
Riverwood Drive (no criminal incident 
involved). Staff contacted a commercial 
tow service for a disabled boater off of 
Morattico Creek, responded to a domes-
tic assault on Levelgreen Road and to a 
fight call at a Lancaster area convenience 
store, and received a report of commercial 
vending machine being found in Fleets 
Bay Neck (item reported stolen from Nor-
thumberland County). Staff responded to 
a computer invasion of privacy complaint 
on Goodluck Road, to the 2000 block of 
River Road on a child custody complaint, 
and attempted to locate a juvenile reported 
as missing from Northumberland County. 

June 16 : Staff responded to a tres-
pass complaint on Shore Drive (mother 
of a 16-year-old girl found a male in her 
daughter’s bedroom), to a domestic assault 
(mother/adult son) on Goodluck Road, to 
an assault on Ring Farm Road (complain-
ant cancelled call), to a motorist’s report 
of heavy debris on the Norris bridge, with 
the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) 
to a disorderly conduct complaint in the 
300 block of N. Main Street, to a traffic 
complaint on Oak Hill Road, to a com-
plaint of juveniles on skateboards play-
ing in the roadway near Devils Bottom 
and Merry Point roads, to a complaint of 
an unlicensed vehicle being operated on 
Regina Road, to a domestic assault (father/
daughter) on Shore Drive, to a wanted 
person complaint on Taylors Creek Road, 
and to a destruction of property complaint 
on Fleets Lane (no criminal incident 
involved).

June 17 : Staff responded to a mental 
health emergency in the 2000 block of 
River Road, received a trespass complaint 
from a Lively area business, and responded 
with KPD to a fight call in the 300 block 
of N. Main Street. 

June 18 : Staff responded to a destruction 
of property complaint on Devils Bottom 
Road and received a larceny report from 
Davis Mill Road (boat, $900 loss). Staff 
responded to a trespass/destruction of 
property complaint in Lively and received 
a residential burglary and larceny report 
from the 500 block of Lara Road (property 
damages, X-box equipment and games; 
$500 loss).  

June 19:  Staff responded to a destruc-
tion of property complaint on Robinson 
Road (no criminal incident involved), 
to a domestic disturbance (parent/child/
spouses) in the 16500 block of Mary Ball 
Road, and received a call from a Rich-
mond area resident about losing his wallet 

at a White Stone area business (business 
owner was located, has the property, and 
will hold it for the owner to pick up). Staff 
responded to a noise violation complaint 
on Quarters Cove Drive and to a noise vio-
lation complaint on Campbell Road. 

June 20 : Staff notified VDOT of a 
downed tree blocking Lara Road and 
heavy debris blocking Devils Bottom 
Road, received a walk-in report of credit/
debit card fraud ($161 loss), responded to 
a domestic disturbance (boyfriend/girl-
friend) on Jenkins Drive and received a 
larceny report from Taylors Creek Road 
(Sony 46” flat screen TV, $1,000 loss). 
Staff checked on the well-being of a Keep 
Safe program participant after prearranged 
telephone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services required), notified 
Richmond County authorities of a domes-
tic disturbance (mother/adult son) in the 
400 block of Historyland Hwy.; responded 
to a noise violation complaint (loud music 
from a vehicle) in the Monaskon farm 
area, with Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to a medical emergency on Lum-
berlost Trail and to an animal control com-
plaint on Black Stump Road. 

June 21:  Staff received a larceny 
report from Mulberry Creek Road (brief-
case, gold necklace with Bhudda charm, 
Seiko watch, U.S. citizenship documents, 
miscellaneous legal papers, $3,020 loss), 
responded with KPD to a shots fired call 
on E. Church Street (officers on scene 
determined verbal argument with no shots 
fired) and received a destruction of prop-
erty report from the 100 block of Wind-
mill Point Road.

The sheriff ’s office also conducted 
ten traffic stops during the week, issued 
two summonses, provided assistance to 
eight motorists, received three deer strike 
reports, provided traffic control twice, 
responded to ten building alarms, enforced 
one mental health order and completed 
five prisoner transports. There were three 
calls for animal control services.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, the Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department and the Department 
of Forestry responded to a brush fire on 
Dillin Drive.

Kilmarnock firemen also responded 
to a med-evac landing zone on Kent 
Cove Drive, downed power lines at Tay-
lors Creek and Lumberlost roads and on 
Wesley Terrace, and with the White Stone 
Volunteer Fire Department to a fire alarm 
on West Bay Drive.

The Upper Lancaster firemen also 
responded to a med-evac landing zone in 
the 10500 block of River Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Charles A. Wilkins this week reported 
charges against eight individuals.
Felony

Bernard Lajon Jenkins, 40, of Lottsburg 
was charged June 17 with grand larceny, 
four counts of forgery and four counts of 
uttering.
Misdemeanors

A 21-year-old Tappahannock man was 
charged June 14 with making harassing 
telephone calls.

A 40-year-old Heathsville man was 
charged June 15 with assault and battery 
of a family member.

A 45-year-old Lottsburg woman was 
charged June 16 with owning a threatening 
dog.

An 18-year-old Hague man was charged 
June 16 with assault and battery.

A 24-year-old Callao man was charged 
June 17 with using another’s identity to 
avoid arrest.

A 28-year-old Callao man was charged 
June 17 with driving while intoxicated. 
The accused has committed this offense 
within less than five years after having 
committed one prior violation of same.

A 29-year-old Heathsville woman was 
charged June 17 with failure to appear 
in the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Court.

Justice Department approves
new legislative voting districts

Man wanted by DEA shoots himself
by Audrey Thomasson to the back of the house, 

they glimpsed the back of a 
man in a lawn chair facing 
the water. When the officers 
stepped back out of sight to 
call for backup, they heard a 
gunshot,” the sheriff reported. 
Higgins was the only person 
at the home.

The sheriff credited the Kil-
marnock/Lancaster Rescue 
Squad with reviving Higgins 
twice before the helicopter 
arrived. 

“It’s a tragedy, but it could 
have turned out much worse. 
He could have shot” the 
responding officers or tried 
to commit suicide by having 
them shoot him, Sheriff 
Wilkins explained. 

Responding to the call for 
backup were Wilkins, two 
investigators and Captain 
Marty Shirilla of the Lan-
caster sheriff’s department. 
Standing by for the airlift was 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Details of the charges Hig-
gins may have been facing 
were unknown to local 
police.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Lancaster Democrats will 
meet Monday, June 27, at the 
Bank of Lancaster northside 
branch in Kilmarnock.

Members will gather at 
6:30 p.m. for snacks and 
beverages. The meeting will 
follow at 7 p.m., said chair-
man Donna Anderson.

Boys and Girls Club of 
the Northern Neck direc-
tor Larry Long will discuss 
club programs that support 
the development and educa-
tion of club participants.

For example, some 44 club 
members recently made the 
Honor Roll in their respec-
tive schools, said Anderson.

He also will report on the 
club’s progress in its fund-
raising campaign to match 
a $400,000 grant offered by 
Doris Buffett and the Sun-
shine Lady Foundation. 

On July 13, 14 and 15, a 
group of local actors will 
present “Love Letters.” 
Tickets can be reserved at 
the meeting. 

Lancaster
Democrats
to meet in
Kilmarnock
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Hours: Wed.–Sun.  10-5
Mon.–tues. Call for availability

8215 Oak Crest Drive
King George, VA 22485

540-6632813
www.OakCrestWinery.com

Hours: Wed., thru Sun.
Noon - 6 pm

3138 Jesse Dupont Memorial Hwy.
Heathsville, VA 22473

804-580-4944 or 804-580-5599
www.athenavineyards.com

Your Virginia Wine Country
ADVENTURE STARTS HERE!

www.chesapeakebaywinetrail.com

Hours: Mon. thur Sat.  10-6
Sun.  12-6

5872 Leedstown Road
Oak Grove, VA 22443

804-224-8687
www.InglesideVineyards.com

Summer Hours: Sun., Mon. & Wed. • 11-6
Thurs. • 11-9   Fri. • 11-10   Sat. • 11-9:30

275 Decatur Road
Stafford, VA 22554

540-446-2266

www.PotomacPointWinery.com

AwArd winning wines
Wine TasTing, Winery Tours, Vineyard Tours

Thurs.-Sat. 11-6; Sun. 11-5
or by appointment

Vault Field Vineyards
2953 Kings Mill Rd, Kinsale, Virginia 22488

(804) 472-4430
VaultField.com

At the corner of Vault Field Rd (602) 

and Kings Mill Rd (601), Kinsale

NortherN Neck
INSURANCE COMPANY

Insuring Families from the Bay to the Blue Ridge since 1896

JIA
JAMES INSURANCE AGENCY

O F  V I R G I N I A,  I N C.

472 Chesapeake Drive
P.O. Box 1210

White Stone, VA 22578

Office Phone (804) 436-0145
Office Fax (804) 436-0182

After Hours (804) 436-3306
jamesinsva@verizon.net

www.jamesinsuranceva.com

Representing

“Fine wines in an historic setting.”
Tastings,Tours, Gift Shop 
www.thehaguewinery.com 

Historic Buena Vista Plantation, circa 1840 
8268 Cople Hwy., Hague, VA  22469

804-472-5283 
April – November 11 – 5 daily

At the corner of Town Centre Dr. and N. Main St.

Tickets are $8 advance • $10 at the gate
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Irvington, Virginia

THE DANDELION
Distinctive Ladies’ Clothing & Gifts

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10:00 to 5:00 
438-5194 • www.thedandelion.com

Semi-Annual

Markdowns taken on selected 
sportswear, dresses, dressy 

separates, and shoes!
Fabulous fi nds on the front porch

and in our Lucky room!

Getting ready for our...

Sale!
Begins Thursday, June 23

                   www.burkesjewelers.com

~ Life’s Short Love Now ~
86 South Main . Kilmarnock . 804-435-1302 ©

20
11

Putting ‘em on thousands
of folks since 1969

MERRYVALE FARMS

Shelled 
Butterbeans

are in!

15873 Gen. Puller Hwy., Deltaville, (804) 776-7554

Great Variety of
Seasonal Fruits

& Vegetables

NOW OPEN
7 DAYS 

A WEEK!
Weekly Facebook Updates

KILMARNOCK—Mayor Raymond Booth on 
Monday announced the resignations of Randy 
Moubray and Johnny Smith from the Kilmarnock 
Town Council. The resignations were effective last 
week.

Moubray said he was resigning for personal 
reasons and is moving out of town. Smith also 
cited personal reasons and thanked citizens for 
the pleasure of serving, saying it was a rewarding 
experience.

“I want to thank them for their service. It is 
always a sacrifice,” the mayor said.

With three years remaining on Moubray’s four-
year term, council will appoint a replacement to 
serve until the November general elections, when 
that seat will be on the ballot.

Because Smith’s term ends in one year, town 
attorney Chris Stamm said he would look into 
the legality of appointing a replacement until the 
term expires rather than forcing someone to run in 
November to fill the remaining six months and then 
running again in May 2012 town elections for the 
four-year term.

Both seats will be advertised for the appoint-
ments. Virginia law requires council to fill open 
seats within 45 days. If they fail to appoint a 
replacement, the Circuit Court judge will make the 
appointment. 

Interested citizens qualified to vote in Kilmar-
nock may apply at the town office for appointment 
to the vacant council seats.

KILMARNOCK—Objec-
tions to reductions in the busi-
ness licensing tax and a 3% 
pay increase for employees 
threatened to scuttle approval 
of Kilmarnock’s $4.6 mil-
lion budget for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1.

With last week’s resigna-
tions by two council mem-
bers, the budget vote split 2-2, 
leaving the mayor to cast the 
deciding vote for approval. 

Following a quiet beginning 
to Monday’s council meeting, 
including an appearance by 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department Chief Benny 
Balderson to thank the town for 
paying to replace the roof on 
the firehouse, decorum began 
to break down during budget 
discussions and evolved into 
accusations and name calling 
before the meeting ended.

Mayor Raymond Booth 
opened the budget discussion 
by inviting members who own 
a business in town to disclose 
if they would benefit from 
a proposed reduction in the 
business, professional, and 
occupational license (BPOL) 
tax. While not revealing spe-
cifics, Booth said his Kilmar-
nock landscaping business 
would benefit much as he 
would as a homeowner had 
council lowered the real estate 
property taxes.

Vice mayor William Smith 
acknowledged he and his two 
partners in an accounting firm 
would reap $60 a year from the 
adjustment, or $20 in annual 
savings for his portion.

Council member Shawn 
Donahue said he owns sev-
eral businesses but “would not 
benefit a significant amount of 
money.”

Council member Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn asked, “If it’s so 
minimal, why do it?” Nunn 
pointed out the biggest savers 
would be Wal-Mart and a 
medical billing firm. “You 
said the BPOL income was 
up $38,000. So businesses are 
coming to Kilmarnock.”

“It isn’t a significant number, 
we agree,” replied Donahue. 
“But it sends out the wrong 
message to businesses that 
we’re not business friendly. 
Businesses have asked us to 
do something to help during 
the ecomomic hard times.”

Smith said the town started 
2010 with 293 businesses sub-
ject to BPOL taxes. “We lost 
27 businesses and picked up 
11, ending the year with 277. 
That means one in 11 are no 
longer here.” 

Smith noted that more than 
65% of town revenue comes 
from businesses with less than 
14% coming from town resi-
dents in taxes. “The reduction 

Kilmarnock mayor breaks tie 
to adopt $4.6 million budget

Two Kilmarnock 
councilmen resign

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

will not affect residents. The 
reduction will send a mes-
sage to business that ‘Yes, we 
do want to help.’ What people 
may not understand about the 
BPOL tax is a business can be 
unprofitable and still have to 
stroke us a check at the end of 
the year...it will not put addi-
tional pressure on residents.”

Councilman Paul Jones 
said he would be in favor of 
the reduction if they included 
one for residents as well. 
“This caters to businesses 
only. Residents are struggling 
too. If you reduce residents’ 
taxes one cent, I’d vote for it,” 
he added.

Mayor Booth responded 
that he strongly disagreed 
with the information being 
used to “fight this.” He called 
it shameful and accused Jones 
of “playing” citizens. He said 
the opposition tactics were 
being used to coerce and scare 
citizens. Booth vowed prop-
erty taxes and water and sewer 
rates would not increase as a 
result of lowering the BPOL 
tax.

Donahue appeared to be 
the only member against 
employee salary raises of 3%.

“I’m frustrated. I looked at 
the budget and saw the salaries 
escalating. Why are they esca-
lating so rapidly?” he asked. 

management tool. It’s not the 
vote to spend the money,” he 
said.

Smith concurred, saying 
putting in a 3% figure doesn’t 
mean it is dispersed across-the-
board. “Some get more. Some 
less. (The budget) is a tool to 
put procedures and processes 
in place of what you have to 
spend.” Smith noted that town 
personnel were always helpful 
in supplying committee mem-
bers with the information they 
needed.  

Donahue also claimed the 
newspaper did not report his 
comments on town employee 
salaries and benefits. (The 
Rappahannock Record car-
ried Donahue’s comments on 
employee benefits in a story 
that appeared May 12.)

Before the vote, Booth 
allowed a part-time employee 
to make a comment on the 
proposed budget.

Joan Kent said she worked 
for the town full-time for eight 
years and continues part-time. 
She noted a consultant study 
which showed town employ-
ees “were underpaid, even 
with the benefits and retire-
ment plan included.”

Kent guaranteed council 
that employees are not “get-
ting rich” from the town pay, 
do not drive fancy cars, own a 
vacation home in Nags Head, 
or have the means to afford 
to vacation there. “These 
are the people you see out in 
95-degree weather fixing a 
water leak. Or in 19-degree 
weather with icicles hang-
ing off them in the middle of 
the night fixing a water main 
break. They are the ones who 
get out of their beds to go the 
Waste Water Treatment Plant 
when an alarm sounds...so 
that businesses can open in the 
morning. They are the ones 
who are up at night patrolling 
and protecting the businesses 
and residents while everyone 
else is soundly sleeping in 
comfortable beds. And quite 
frankly, where would the town 
be without them?” she asked.

Kent said some businesses 
didn’t save for a “rainy day” 
when the economy was 
booming, while employees on 
a fixed salary don’t have that 
kind of opportunity. “Kilmar-
nock continues to be success-
ful because of good, depend-
able employees who have 
been faithful to this place for 
years.” 

Smith made the motion to 
approve the budget as pre-
sented, with the BPOL reduc-
tions and the 3% pay increase 
for employees. Donahue sec-
onded the motion.

Smith and Donahue voted 
for the motion. Jones and 
Nunn voted against. Booth 
voted in favor to break the tie.

He complained about the way 
the town manager handled 
employee raises, accusing 
him of keeping the figures 
from the administration and 
finance committee and allow-
ing employees to dictate what 
they want. “When does the 
employee tell the commit-
tee what percentage of pay 
increase they should get?” 

Donahue claimed employ-
ees get fantastic benefits and 
argued against across-the-
board increases, but added, 
“Some may deserve more...
but  Tom Saunders handled 
that flat wrong, and now we’re 
stuck. Normally we don’t have 
every employee at the town 
meeting,” he said, referring to 
about 10 town employees who 
were present.

After the meeting, Saun-
ders defended his actions on 
the budget, saying the budget 
development process is long 
and complicated, but it had the 
full input of the administration 
and finance committee. 

“The budget that was pre-
sented to council was their 
budget and not the staff’s. 
Mr. Donahue was not able to 
attend many of the administra-
tion and finance meetings and 
thereby missed many oppor-
tunities to influence the final 
outcome. The budget is just a 

Friends of Belle Isle volunteers Susie Pierce (left) and 
Patsy Bryan serve birthday cake. 

From left, Kelsi Ashburn, 11, and Madison Davis, 6, both 
of Lancaster, display the door prize they claimed, an Old 
Farm Truck basket of fresh produce and homebaked 
breads. Photos by Robert Mason Jr.

The Rhondels, with Chuck 
Williams (above) on the 
sax, entertained a crowd of 
folks at the birthday bash.

Del. Albert C. Pollard Jr. 
offered a few words.

Park hosts birthday party
Following an evening 

storm, or two, Belle 
Isle State Park guests, staff 
and volunteers celebrated 
the 75th anniversary of the 
Virgina State Park System 
Saturday.

The celebration included 
a Music by the River con-
cert with The Rhondels, 
birthday cake, door prizes, 
and comments from Del 
Albert C. Pollard Jr.

A portion of the park 
property was once owned 
by the Pollard family and 
Del. Pollard’s father grew 
up there on the farm at 
Somers. Ownership passed 
to others before the state 
park system acquired the 
property in 1992.

Growing up, Pollard said 
he never really thought 
that much about public 

space; with all the farmland 
around, there was no need 
to think about it.

Pointing to the Rappah-
annock, he said parks, like 
rivers, are owned by every-
body and held in trust for 
the benefit and use of the 
public. 

The parks in Virginia are 
owned by 8.2 million people 
and they are there for the 
public to enjoy everything 
God has created, he said.

Activities on Saturday 
were sponsored by the park 
as well as the Friends of 
Belle Isle. The Rhondels 
concert was sponsored by 
Jack Neal and Neal & Nickel 
Wealth Management, Wells 
Fargo Advisors.

The 2011 Music by the 
River sponsors include the 
Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts; Rappahan-
nock Record; Kilmarnock-
Irvington-White Stone 
Rotary and Bay Seafood 
Festival; Bethel Emmanuel 
United Methodist Men; 
Dehnert & Clark; Bank 
of Lancaster; Chesapeake 
Bank; EVB; Wealth Plan-

ning Solutions, Robert 
E.Walker, LUTCF; Rumsey 
& Bugg, Attorneys at Law; 
and WRAR 105.5 & WNNT 
107.5.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Some people are doers and some are 
thinkers. A rarified number of indi-

viduals can lay claim to be in each camp. 
Jeanne Proctor was in that latter segment. 
She was an extraordinarily deep believ-
ing Christian, whose religious commit-
ment was apparent to anyone in even the 
most casual conversation with her. 

In the week since her sudden depar-
ture from this world, many of her friends 
have spoken of her dedication to biblical 
study and to the Young Life movement, 
a Christian fellowship for high school 
youth, which she labored to start here in 
the lower Northern Neck. She saw reli-
gious faith as the vehicle for changing 
the world, one teenager at a time. She 
called me on the telephone several times 
to speak of it, noting what she had seen 
it accomplish in Northern Virginia, and 
what she hoped for it to become here.

Jeanne was a broad thinker, one who 
grasped the entirety of the “big picture.” 
Her religious faith carried over from her 

life as a wife and mother to motivate her 
to see the world as the Creator’s gift, 
which entailed our duty to preserve and 
care for it as good stewards. 

Upon her husband Steve’s retirement, 
Jeanne and he returned to their family 
home at Bluff Point in the lower extrem-
ity of Northumberland County, where 
they saw and did their duty to care for 
their land for its environmental and eco-

logical significance for their own benefit 
and that of their children and grand-
children, indeed for the community and 
entire Commonwealth as well. They 
stood firmly in favor of protecting the 
lands adjoining Chesapeake Bay and its 
tributaries, in the hope of seeing a return 
of the tidal waters to their once pristine 
condition.

Jeanne and Steve always did their part 
to preserve our region’s unique ecol-
ogy, and as they were the custodians of 
a large tract of prime waterfront, their 
efforts had great importance in the grand 
scheme of restoring the bay once again 
to a healthy condition. For them the 
matter found its roots in the Christian 
perception of stewardship, the recogni-
tion that men and women have rights 
to the land as gifts from the Almighty, 
gifts that all of us should appreciate and 
treasure. Many of our chats occurred in 
the local garden centers where Jeanne 
was doing her part to beautify the land 

that she viewed as her gift from God. 
Several times when I heard her speak in 
those terms, most recently earlier this 
spring, I left the conversation impressed 
and inspired by the totality of her think-
ing and the clear manner in which she 
expressed it. 

Everything Jeanne said was reasoned 
and complete. She saw the world in 
spiritual terms, and she had the capacity 
to bridge the chasm between theory and 
practice, whether in studying the Scrip-
tures, working for Young Life, or striving 
to preserve the beautiful natural habitat 
in which she lived by the bay. To say that 
the world at large is a better place for 
her efforts is an unchallengeable asser-
tion. Fortuitously, the Northern Neck 
became the vineyard of this deep believ-
ing and inspirational Christian lady, who 
ignored whatever illnesses she faced to 
seek a nobler life for all whom she met.

Jean Hatfield Proctor, November 10, 
1943 – June 15, 2011. R.I.P. 

They stood firmly in favor 
of protecting the lands 
adjoining Chesapeake Bay 
and its tributaries, in the 
hope of seeing a return of 
the tidal waters to their 
once pristine condition.

Focal Point

This photo, named “Fishing,” shows a heron at  Dungan Cove off the Yeocomico 
River. 

Photo by Sharon Fine

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to 
editor@rrecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

In honor of Father’s 
Day—yeah, I know it was 
last week, but their status 
hasn’t changed—I thought 
we could play a round of 
“Who’s your daddy?”

It goes something like 
this: I’ll start a statement 
and you fill in the blank.

To make it easy, I’ve 
included the names of the 
potential fathers towards 
the end of the column. Of 
course, they are listed in no 
particular order. That’s what 
makes it challenging. 

I don’t have any evidence 
to support the validity of 
any of the following state-
ments, no DNA, no proof, 
no pictures, no personal 
observation. It’s all purely 
speculation and conjecture.

It’s just a game. It’s not 
real—hence Fiction or Fact 
from Bob’s Almanac.
The father of our country 
is ...
The father of Reedville is ...
The father of the Kilmar-
nock Museum is ...
The father of drag racing 
is ...
The father of medicine is ...

The father of Savannah Joe’s 
is ...

The father of American lit-
erature is ...
The father of Hughlett’s 
Tavern is ...
The father of biology is ...
The father of Lee’s Restau-
rant is ...
The father of angling is ...
The father of photojournal-
ism is ...
The father of oceanography 
is ...
The father of Kilmarnock 
is ...
The father of Crowther 
Heating and Air Condition-
ing is ...
The father of air condition-
ing is ...
The father of the 20th cen-
tury American car industry 
is ...
The father of Crowther 
Motor Company is ...
The father of the U.S. inter-
state highway system is ...
The father of stock car 
racing and NASCAR is ...
The father of gospel music 
is ...
The father of English lit-
erature and English poetry 
is ...
The father of baseball is ...
The father of evolution and 
natural selection is ...
The father of the telephone 
is ...
The Godfather of soul 
music is ...
The father of the Bill of 
Rights is ...
The father of Capt. Red’s 
Seafood is ...
The fatherhood of Tri-Star 

Supermarket (looking for 
multiple names here) is ...
The father of the U.S. Con-
stitution is ...
The father of fitness is ...
The father of Chicago blues 
is ...
The father of the Lee 
dynasty in Virginia is ...
The father of country music 
is ...
The father of psychoanaly-
sis is ...
The father of Mary Ball 
Washington is ...
The father of bluegrass is ...
The father of modern sci-
ence is ...
The father of Fleeton is ...
The fatherhood of science 
fiction is ...
The father of Christ Church 
is ...
The father of the Holly Ball 
is ...
The father of symphony 
and string quartet is ...
The father of the scientific 
method is ...
The father of organized 
crime is ...
Choose you answers well. 
We don’t want to instigate a 
paternity suit.
Alexander Graham Bell
George Washington
Robert Crowther Sr.
Richard Lee
Elijah Reed
Hippocrates
Thomas A. Dorsey
Matthew Fontaine Maury
Anthony Steptoe
Henry Ford
Harry Lee
Muddy Waters
Aristotle
Jimmy Rodgers
Col. Joseph Ball
Charles Darwin
Mark Twain
Joseph Haydn
Bill France Sr.
Jack LaLanne
James Madison
Jules Verne, Hugo Gerns-
back and H.G. Wells
Don “Big Daddy” Garlits
Willis Carrier
Bill Monroe
Stuart Dunaway, Lee Davis 
and Mitch Carlson
Geoffrey Chaucer
Mathew Brady
Dwight D. Eisenhower
Izaak Walton
George Mason 
“Cluck” Crowther
Galileo Galilei
Caroll Lee Ashburn
Rick Moss
Lucky Luciano
Robert “King” Carter
Francis Bacon
James Brown
John Hughlett
Sigmund Freud
John A. Palmer
Red Cornwell
Capt. Henry Fleet
Henry Chadwick

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

One of the constant issues 
I hear about from folks is 
energy prices.

Families must continuously 
budget for the cost of energy 
for their homes and their vehi-
cles. Small businesses must 
account for the possibility 
of rising energy costs as the 
market evolves throughout 
the year.

As I recently hit 275,000 
miles on my 2005 Toyota 
Corolla, I know the pain of 
$4-a-gallon gas. Although 
prices may remain stagnant 
for a while, we must continue 
to pursue solutions as part of a 
much-needed comprehensive 
energy plan.

It’s important to increase 
energy production, to create 
jobs while also providing 
more supply to combat rising 
energy prices. Fossil fuels 
such as gasoline provide a 
bridge to the future, but we 
must also pursue renewable, 
clean energy sources.

This week, I introduced 
legislation to expand renew-
able energy production and 
create jobs. My legislation, 
The Advancing Offshore 
Wind Production Act, would 
streamline the process for 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management (BOEM) to 
approve temporary infrastruc-
ture, such as towers or buoys, 
to test and develop offshore 
wind power.

This bill also requires coor-
dination with the Department 
of Defense, or other federal, 
state and local agencies, so as 
not to interfere with their mis-
sions. Virginia has the oppor-
tunity to be a leader in off-
shore wind energy generation, 
especially with a stream-lined 
process to foster development 
through this legislation. 

This week, we had the first 
meeting to launch the Con-
gressional Smart Contracting 
Caucus. America’s First Dis-
trict is home to many small 
businesses who partner with 
the federal government. This 
caucus, which I am proud 
to co-chair, will serve as a 
resource and provide oppor-
tunities for those working in 
Congress to learn more about 
federal contracting, and the 
role of contractors in helping 
the government address chal-
lenges. 

This week, the Obama 
Administration released 
a report on our military’s 
involvement in operations in 
Libya, in response to a request 
from Speaker Boehner for 
more information. The House 
passed a resolution with my 
support, asking the Adminis-
tration to explain our mission 
and objectives in Libya.

While the White House 
provided considerable back-
ground on the mission, the 
Administration leaves critical 
questions unanswered. With 
U.S. resources and lives at 
stake, we must understand the 
scope, timeframes and objec-
tive of this operation.

I continue to support the 
requirement in the House-
passed resolution to require 
the president to give a full 
report of U.S. involvement in 
Libya and the future objec-
tives, and continue to support 
Speaker Boehner’s efforts 
for a complete picture of this 
operation. 

Congressional 
Report

by Rep. Rob Wittman

Do You Remember?
This photo shows Kilmarnock’s Main Street looking south from its intersection with 
Church Street in the late 1950s. Although some of the storefronts have changed, most 
of the buildings are still standing, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a community service of the museum.

YOUR LETTERS

Contact your supervisor. 
Attend the 7 p.m. June 30 
board meeting.

The fiscal year ending 
June 30 is closing with a 
fund balance or surplus, 
of $4,548,531, up from 
$3,805,744 last year. That’s 
even after the $0.02 prop-
erty tax reduction in 2010 
to $0.40, which took out 
$600,000 per year.  So the 
tax rate is generating too 
much revenue.

Supervisors propose to 
keep the tax rate the same 
for this 2011 tax year.  This 
would keep a budgeted 
2012 Fund Balance of 
almost $4,000,000, even 
after increasing spending by 
$1,000,000. Without these 
increases in spending, the 
budgeted balance would be 
$5,000,000.

That’s not right, since 
reserves are growing and are 
too high. Now our county 
auditors recommend at least 
15% of budget or $4,072,000 
be held in reserve. Auditors 
are paid for their opinion 
and do not want to bite the 
hand that feeds them. We 
know too that auditors also 
said Lehman Bros., AIG, 
GM, Chrysler and Wash-
ington Mutual were OK.  So 
an auditor’s opinion must be 
weighed carefully.

In these times of low 
growth, high unemployment 
and rising inflation, a prudent 
reserve would be $1,500,000 
or about the 10-year average. 
Particularly since Lancaster 
has other monies set aside of 
at least $1,870,000 ($370,000 
from sale of county land, and 
at least $1,500,000 from a 
loan, not spent).  

The mechanism to draw-
down the excessive fund 
balances is the real estate 
tax rate, which is the same 
mechanism that brings in 
taxpayer revenue.

Last June, supervisors 
reduced the 2010 tax rate 
to $0.40 from $0.42—good 
work. Another $0.02 reduc-
tion to $0.38 would only stop 

Reduce taxes the growth in the surplus.
A $0.08 reduction, or 

$2,400,000, would leave a 
sensible budgeted reserve 
of $1,562,602 for fiscal year 
2012. Then, set subsequent 
rates to fully fund the budget, 
keeping the unreserved bal-
ance at about $1,500,000.

George Bott,    
Lancaster

The Lancaster/Northumber-
land Interfaith Service Coun-
cil is a nonprofit organization 
formed some 39 years ago by 
a coalition of local churches 
and individuals to serve the 
needy of our community more 
efficiently than any individual 
congregation or individual 
could independently.

Interfaith has been quite 
successful in accomplishing 
its goals and objectives. This 
has not been, however, without 
the proverbial ups and downs.

The normal procedure upon 
receiving a request for assis-
tance is to carefully screen the 
request and applicant to ascer-
tain what the actual needs are, 
how the applicant may be 
best helped and what other 
sources of help may be avail-
able. This usually starts with 
a check with the Social Ser-
vices office. Once the needs 
of the person or family are 
ascertained then the process 
of assistance begins.

One of the usual down times 
is the yearly period between 
February and August when 
donations lag and demands 
and needs continue. This is 
especially true during times of 
economic downturns.

Currently, we are at a time 
when each request for assis-
tance must be scrutinized extra 
carefully as our resources are 
at a near rock bottom.

Due to a rapidly shrinking 
checking account and avail-
able resources, the amount 
per applicant must be limited. 
We attempt to contact other 
sources of assistance such 
as individual churches, other 
service organizations, etc., 
but these, too, are suffering a 

Interfaith 
program explained

shortage of resources.
During 2010 Interfaith pro-

vided emergency assistance 
in the amount of $63,767 for 
those who, due to circum-
stances, were faced with util-
ity and heating bills larger than 
they could handle in the short 
term and were faced with 
being cut off from their sup-
plies. These were not recur-
ring assistances.

In addition, we provided 
$41,276 in house repairs to 
older and disabled property 
owners who often cannot 
afford to make their houses 
safe and livable. Some are con-
fined to their homes because 
they use a wheelchair.

The Interfaith warehouse is 
populated mostly with donated 
furniture, appliances and 
furnishings. These are made 
available to those in need. Last 
year we served approximately 
300 individuals/families. 

We distributed 158 beds, 
including frames, box springs 
and mattresses and linens. This 
included 69 twin, 43 double, 
35 queen and 11 king size, 
and 243 sets of sheets, which 
normally include blankets and 
comforter.

Contributions may be sent 
to Lancaster/Northumberland 
Interfaith Service Council, 
P.O. Box 868, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482.

Terence Cooper, 
vice president, Interfaith 
Service Council, Burgess
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River Counties Chapter
Public Notice

The Annual Meeting of the River 
Counties Chapter, American Red Cross 
will be held on Monday June 27th, 2011 
at the River Counties Chapter, 39 Harris 
Road, Kilmarnock, VA (In the Northern 

Neck Family YMCA).  The public is 
invited and encouraged to attend for a 

short business meeting followed a chance 
to meet the current Board of Directors.  

The meeting will take 
place at 4.30pm.

Rappahannock Sunset Cruise
aboard the Capt. Thomas 

Wednesday, July 6
Depart from the Tides Lodge, Weems 

Boarding at 5pm, Departing at 6pm
Entertainment by the Chanty Singers

& Refreshments. Sponsored
by Church Resource Services benefi tting the

grant program for churches of Lancaster 
& Northumberland counties. 

$20 per person. $25 cash prize drawing on boar
Tickets available at the following locations:

Bank of Lancaster-Northside, Main & White Stone
Chesapeake Bank- Lively 

For Information call 462-6103 & 435-2041
Reference: Joe Hecht 804-462-6103

Handling your chores so you can 
get back to enjoying life again.

Call or e-mail us for more information

Your Right Hand
Concierge Service & Home Management

Suzanne Shepherd, Brooks Stewart and Kendall Vickery

info@yourrighthandva.com
577.3166

Insured

In the June 16 issue, on 
page A-9, an Amoco gas sta-
tion was pictured as the  “Do 
You Remember?” photo.

I have given much thought 
to the caption of the photo 
which implies that my dad’s 
(C. W. Hubbard’s) general 
insurance business was 
located in that building as 
well as R. O. Norris and F. 
V. Watkins, attorneys at law. 
I believe that the window 
sign of these offices was an 
advertisement.

My memory of Dad’s 
office was when it was in 
our home on Irvington Road 
before he opened his office 
on Waverly Avenue in the 
1930s. 

Dad started his business 
in 1928 and I was born in 
1930. I do remember the 
old bank building located 
at Main and East Church 
streets which burned in the 
town fire of 1952.

Perhaps he did have an 
office in the garage building 
there for a short time before 
locating to our home, but I 
only remember (very well) 
the years when it was at our 
home. I have never heard 
our family speak of any 
other office location before 
that time.

At any rate, the Amoco 
garage photo is unfamiliar 
to me and now falls into my 
unsolved mysteries file! Was 
the building later renovated 
into a bank building? The 
garage shown in the photo is 
definitely on the site of that 
old bank. The large brick 
Eubank home is visible in 
the background.

Incidentally, the site is 
where the historical marker 
for Henrietta Hall Shuck 
now stands on Main Street.

Nancy Hubbard Clark,
Kilmarnock

Window lettering 
could have been 
an advertisement

Do you know about the 
things our area has to offer 
in the way of health, mental 
and dental care, food centers 
and emergency care?

If you or someone you 
know needs help due to 
financial problems, knowl-
edge of what is available can 
mean a difference in their 
quality of life.

Besides social services, 
localities have joined 
together and offer many 

Support the clinic

In last week’s article 
entitled “Maternity center 
faces financial crisis head-
on,” Amber Price,CNM, 
describes financial diffi-
culties that “were not fully 
anticipated,” and board 
member, Richard Abbott, 
speaks of the need for 
people with business back-
grounds to help with what 
he calls the center’s “grow-
ing pains.” I’m happy to 
respond to his request.

First, in elaborating on the 
center’s financial difficul-
ties, clinical director Susan 
Waid tells us that “none 
of the (payors) reimburse 
anywhere close to 100% of 
the medical charges. This 
leaves a large gap that must 
be made up with donations 
and grants.” Well, Ms. Waid, 
maybe it does, maybe it 
doesn’t.

The information summa-
rized in the article is subject 
to various interpretations, 
and we might wish to con-
sider them as our country 
struggles with a $1.7 tril-
lion deficit, a $14.1 trillion 
national debt, and a large 
class of passive-dependent 
people who, nationwide, 
view themselves as deserv-
ing other people’s money 
for healthcare services, 
birth control, and babies 
they cannot afford.

Second, with respect 
to “medical charges” as 
opposed to charges that are 
“usual and customary,” I 
would note that my insur-
ance carrier recently mailed 
me an explanation of benefits 
for lab work associated with 
my annual physical. The lab 
work resulted in “medical 
charges” exceeding $400 
but were discounted to $90 
as “allowable charges.” By 
her use of the term “medical 
charges,” I assume that Ms. 
Waid misspoke in asking 
taxpayers and benefactors 
to pay “medical charges,” 
as she meant to say “allow-
able charges,” deemed to be 
usual and customary.

Third, if the article is cor-
rect in saying that 43% of 
the center’s clients receive 
Medicaid, then the article is 
incorrect in saying that the 
center receives no govern-
ment assistance. Medicaid 
is a very large program of 
taxpayer-financed govern-
ment assistance, and I hope 
that the clients and staff 
recognize it as such and are 
grateful.

Fourth, the overall tone 
of the article reveals no 
sensitivity toward the idea 
of personal responsibility 
for one’s choices regarding 
when, with whom, and how 
to start a family, and the 
article seems to bespeak a 
bias toward big government. 
I note that the terms: grant 
writer, funding, and gov-
ernment assistance appear 
prominently, and the terms: 
husband, contract, payment 
agreement, guarantor, co-
guarantor, and collections 
procedures appear not at 
all.

Fifth, in response to Mr. 
Abbott’s interest in having 
people with business back-
grounds provide input 
regarding center operations, 
perhaps it would be helpful 
if the center were to publish 
its budget in the Rappah-
annock Record, including 
salaries of the individuals 
who staff the center, so that 
readers of the Rappahan-
nock Record with business 
backgrounds might provide 
much-needed assistance. 
The taxpayers and benefac-
tors who underwrite its cost 
deserve the information.

Before we jump to the 
grant-writer-seeking-more-
grant-money solution, let’s 
consider other views regard-
ing the problem.

Andrew J. Billups III,
White Stone

Financial crisis 
and personal 
responsibility

different ways of helping 
people. The Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic offers 
mental, health and dental 
care. You might think this is 
an infomercial, but it’s not. 
I know about these facilities 
because my family has been 
helped by them. 

Never before having to 
ask for help. I was very 
impressed with the way we 
were treated. The clinic is 
run by a few paid employ-
ees, but most of the staff 
are volunteers who have a 
common goal of helping 
their fellowman. Doctors, 
nurses and pharmacists treat 
their patients with a lot of 
care and empathy. 

There are a number of 
volunteers manning the 
phones, making appoint-
ments, filing records and 
raising funds. Instead of 
taking time for themselves, 
they gladly spend it at the 
clinic and seem to enjoy it. 

A pharmacy dispenses 
most prescriptions for $3 
each. In the same building is 
a dental clinic with certified 
dentists who do a variety 
of dental care at a very low 
price of $25 per visit.

These centers are run on 
love and commitment of 
the volunteers, funds from 
state and local governments 
and donations from private 
individuals. One dollar of 
raised funds turns into $6 of 
care. So if you would like to 
donate or need help, call the 
clinic at 435-0575 and ask 
for intake or Susie.

There will be meetings in 
the future to ask area coun-
ties to continue supporting 
the great work being done. 
Public input has a lot to do 
with what will be given, so 
help the free clinic so it may 
continue to help others.

Sonia Honaker,
Hartfield

Northumberland: We have 
a new school. Not it’s time 
for a new school board.

About half of the senior 
class went to the June 
school board meeting to tell 
the board about what a won-
derful job Hutt Williams has 
done this year as a guidance 
counselor. The 11th- and 
12th-graders poured their 
hearts out to the board along 
with their parents, who at 
this, almost broke down in 
tears.

You could feel the love for 
this man fill the room. I was 
told by a board member that 

Seeking school 
board candidates

more people who showed up 
with support could make a 
difference in the decision of 
a new guidance counselor.

In the Rappahannock 
Record June 16 edition, the 
article by Shannon Rice, 
notes correctly that super-
intendent Clint Stables said, 
“The school division has 
advertised an opening for 
the director of guidance.” 
Stables said nothing would 
be decided until contracts go 
out this week. School board 
member Dean Sumner also 
said “I do believe everybody 
showing up here makes a 
difference.”

Board chairman Lee 
Scripture was very rude to 
our children and parents. I 
could not believe the tone of 
his voice. Parents, after the 
meeting, all agreed how dis-
respectful he was. If anyone 
doubts me, I would give 
you the parents’ names who 
were present.

Now here’s the worst 
thing: When I got home, a 
parent called me and told 
me the new counselor had 
been hired and was intro-
duced in the school earlier 
that morning. I had to wait 
until the next morning to 
find out for sure. A member 
of the board of supervisors 
told me it was the truth.

I could not believe the 
school board listened to us 
for over an hour and already 

YOUR LETTERS
knew someone was hired. 
The whole school board 
should be fired and should 
be ashamed of what they let 
happen. The Class of 2011 
got their first lesson in real-
world politics. It may help 
them to understand why our 
government is like it is for 
the rest of their lives.

The best part: Three posi-
tions on the school board 
are up for re-election in 
November, Susan Smith, 
Dean Sumner and Lee 
Scripture. Please be at the 
July school board meeting 
and start asking people in 
each of these districts who 
may consider running for 
these positions to be there.

We, the parents, are look-
ing for someone who truly 
will put kids and their par-
ents first and support our 
good teachers in every way, 
someone who is really col-
orblind to society. We ask 
for someone who loves kids 
and will do everything in 
their power to help each one 
be their very best to prepare 
for college or the work-
force.

We need these names by 
July 25; I will have forms to 
get signatures. The papers 
will have to be filed by 
August 15. The person will 
need 125 or more signatures 
from registered voters in 
each district they are run-
ning for.

I will consider running 
in Lottsburg, but we want 
the best candidate possible 
in each district. So, please, 
start looking.

If you have any questions, 
feel free to call me at 450-
5147.

Michael Baughan,
Lottsburg

(Reprints from the June 23, 1911, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Fish and Oyster Notes

Commissioner W. McDonald Lee, who spent a portion 
of yesterday in Norfolk, expressed satisfaction that so 
many of the fish poles are being removed and thus stop-
ping obstructions to navigation of small boats. This has 
been a serious handicap in the past, following each shad 
season as the poles have been left standing without lights 
and have in many instances causes accidents. Pound stakes 
which in the past could be purchased anywhere from 20 
cents to 50 cents each, now bring from $1 to $1.50 each, 
making it necessary for the fishermen to save as many 
as possible after each season. Chairman Lee stated to a 
reporter of The Landmark that he has been closely watch-
ing the menhaden fishermen and as far as his investiga-
tions have gone, no food fishes are being caught in the 
haul. “In fact,” said Mr. Lee, “many of the menhaden boats 
find it necessary to buy fish for their crews to eat, and it 
is unreasonable to believe they would do this if the edible 
kind are caught in the purse nets with menhaden.”
Sharps

A large crowd went on the excursion to Fredericksburg 
last week and reported a delightful time.

J. W. Clarkson and daughters, Misses Ruth and Marian, 
made a flying trip to Baltimore this week.

Miss Inez Meekins had the misfortune to fall and sprain 
her knee while returning from the store, and is suffering 
very much at this writing, but hopes she may be out again 
soon.
Ottoman

Miss Louise Lewis was  the guest of Mrs. Bruce Cot-
tingham last week. Mrs. Cottingham is visiting her parents 
near Oldhams this week.

Strong Marshall spent several days with Thos. McGin-
nis.

The Corrotoman Sunday school exercise Sunday night 
was largely attended and a great success.

Frank P. McGinnis threshed his wheat Tuesday and 
the yield was better than expected. J. E. Blakemore Sr., 
threshed his oats Saturday last and the results were also 
above expectations.

J. E. Blakemore Sr., has moved one of his saw mills  to 
his home tract of timber. One of his valuable oxen was 
recently injured by a tree falling upon its back.

W. Collin Chilton is having his residence freshly painted.
The W. L. Messick Arrives

Fishing steamer W. L. Messick, built for the Carter’s 
Creek Fish Guano Co., Irvington, by Smith and McCoy, of 
Norfolk, and machinery put in in Baltimore, arrived at her 
works Thursday morning of this week. Capt. B. L. Willing, 
her master, was in charge. As soon as the necessary fitting 
up is completed, the Messick will proceed to the fishing 
grounds with the fleet.
Lancaster Still Ahead

The first consignment of new wheat to Baltimore was 
made by F. P. McGinnis, of Ottoman, this county, Monday, 
and sold on the Chamber of Commerce by Cephas M. 
Lewis and Sons for 95 cents per bushel.
White Stone 

Mrs. Tyler, sister of Mrs. R. M. Sanders, who has been 
visiting the latter, returned Saturday to her home in Powha-
tan, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Sanders’ three children, 
who will visit with their grandfather, Mr. Milton McLau-
ren.

Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Johnson, of Washington, are visiting 
their many friends here.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

U.S. Senate passes amendment
to end ethanol subsidies and tariffs

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The U.S. Senate recently 
approved Sen. Jim Webb’s amendment to eliminate the 
Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit (VEETC) and repeal 
the import tariff on foreign ethanol.

The measure, which he co-sponsored with Sen. Tom 
Coburn of Okalhoma and Sen. Dianne Feinstein of Cali-
fornia, passed with bipartisan support in a 73-27 vote and 
will save taxpayers $6 billion annually.

“Eliminating ethanol subsidies and trade barriers will 
help decrease the budget deficit, benefit the environment, 
and lessen our reliance on imported oil,” said Sen. Webb. “I 
am pleased that this common-sense reform received such 
bipartisan support. It is only through legislation like this 
that we will achieve sustained reductions in our deficit.”

The VEETC is a de facto cash subsidy that directs 45 
cents to refiners for every gallon of ethanol they blend with 
gasoline. 
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Narrated Leisurely Cruise
• Enjoy Fresh Seafood at the   
  Restaurants by Ewell Harbor 
• Bayside Inn Sightseeing
• See the Smith Island Museum
• Visit the Gift Shops 
• Rent a Golf Cart

Try the world’s best crabcake 
& Smith Island Classic Cake!

(10 layer chocolate cake & 
other fl avors available too!)

SMITH ISLAND
& Chesapeake Bay Cruises

Reedvil le  •  (804)  453-3430
www.ChesapeakeBayCampResort.com

NORTHERN NECK GETAWAY
DAY CRUISE FROM REEDVILLE

Ewell Village on Smith Island
Departs 10 am Returns 3:45 pm

$25 For Adults
$15 ages 3-12

Minimum • Reservations Required

Cruising on the
Rappahannock River!

Fireworks Cruise 
July 4th • 8-10 pm

Leaving from the Tides Inn 
Enjoy watching fi reworks on the Rappahannock!  

$20 adults • $10 children

  Also enjoy Tides Inn to Urbanna 
Friday, July 8 & Saturday, July 9  

$30 adults • $15 children 
Departs Tides Inn at 11 am 

Enjoy a 2 hour excursion in Urbanna! 
Sunset cruises available

(804) 453-2628 or visit www.TangierCruise.com 

We are celebrating 40 years of service!

Sagging, Bouncy Floors? Cracks in Drywall?  
Walls Dropping? Doors & Windows Sticking?

Uneven
       Floors?

Avoid Further Damage to Your Home!
Call JES TODAY! Professional Engineers on Staff!

SAVE $500*

Financing Available!
*Good on any job $3000 or more, at time of FREE 
inspection only. Must show coupon to Inspector.  

Not to be combined with any other offer.

888-698-2158Inspection 
& Estimate!

www.jeswork.com

FREE

Missing Pup Found & Fine!
Thanks to everyone for their help in 

finding our missing puppy!

Animal Welfare League

•  Adult small boat courses - learn to sail a sunfi sh!
•  US Sailing Keelboat certifi cate courses for adults
•  Week long courses for children throughout the summer
•  New boat sales - we are your local Laser Performance  
    dealer for Sunfi sh, Lasers, Optimists etc. & parts

Tel: 804.438.9300 • www.premiersailing.com

LEARN TO SAIL
with

PREMIER SAILING 
SCHOOL

At The Tides

REEDVILLE—The Reedville Fisher-
men’s Museum celebrated the 100th anni-
versary of the skipjack Claud W. Somers 
last Saturday at its berth on Cockrell’s 
Creek. 

The birthday party included children’s 
activities, music by Calico Jack, Bob Zentz 
and Don Kenefi ck, and a birthday cake fea-
turing a photo impression of the skipjack.

Speakers during the dedication service 
included museum director Katrina Law-
rimore, museum founder Wendell Haynie, 

and Claud W. Somers Committee chair 
Harry Towne.

Special guests included Connie Evans 
Scott and Sharon Evans Story, grand-
daughters of a Claud W. Somers captain, 
and Claude Somers Owens, a descendent 
of Claude Somers.

The vessel was built in 1911 and by the 
time it arrived in Reedville it was in need 
of major restoration. Museum volunteers, 
working with experts from Cockrell’s 
Marine Railway, completed the restora-
tion. 

Now a part of the museum’s fl eet, the 

vessel was selected in 2005 for placement 
in both the Virginia Historic Landmark 
Register and the National Register of His-
toric Places.
Seasonal cruises

The Claud W. Somers is U.S. Coast 
Guard certifi ed with a licensed captain and 
trained volunteer crew. They offer an inti-
mate and relaxing sightseeing sail along 
Cockrell’s Creek to the Great Wicomico 
River and Chesapeake Bay.

The cruise offers a fi rst-hand observa-
tion of wildlife, watermen and scenic 
shorelines, with a splash of local history, 

heritage, skipjacks, oysters and the envi-
ronment.

The fee is $25 per person ($20 for 
museum members) for a two-and-a-half 
hour sailing cruise. Reservations are 
required. For reservations, directions, 
or private charters, call 453-6529, email 
offi ce@rfmuseum.org, or visit rfmuseum.
org.

Cruises generally depart the museum 
dock at 10:30 a.m. The upcoming sched-
ule includes July 9, July 23, August 6, 
August 20, September 3, September 17, 
October 1, October 15 and October 29.

Guests tour the Claud W. Somers at the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum dock.  Photo by Shannon Rice

Skipjack Claud W. Somers sails into a second century
by Shannon Rice

Library welcomes new board
The Lancaster Community Library recently announced 
its board members for the 2011-12 session. From left 
are Doug Walker, library director Lindsy Gardner, Peggy 
Stalnaker, Bill Pennell and Anne Davis.

Bayway Daylily Garden
Peak Bloom

25% off

June 17, 18 & 19 - 9-3
June 24, 25 & 26 - 9-3

273 Pine Tree Point Drive
Burgess, VA

453-6827 or 761-0164

On June 17 and 19, the 
Steamboat Era Museum 

in Irvington hosted concerts 
reminiscent of the events one 
would have seen at the 1910 
Irvington Opera House.

The show, “Brother Acts 
and All That Jazz,” was pre-
sented at Irvington Baptist 
Church and the church gra-
ciously offered the use of 
their two grand pianos for the 
event, said executive director 
Terri Thaxton. 

The Perona Brothers, 
Aubrey and Hollis; the enter-
taining singer and songwriter 
Ken Sparks; and the talented 
Graham Brothers, David and 
Phillip, a returning favorite, 
were the featured musicians. 
Act 1

The Perona Brothers, 
Aubrey and Hollis, individu-
ally played a medley of clas-
sic pieces, said Thaxton.

During a brief intermis-
sion, museum president 
Dick Wilson spoke of the 
mission of the Steamboat 
Era Museum: education and 
preservation of the history of 
the era that made the North-
ern Neck and communities 
along the Chesapeake Bay.

Wilson remarked on the 
museum’s growth, it’s suc-
cess and recognition by the 
National Park Services’ divi-
sion of the Chesapeake Gate-
way Network. He expressed 
pleasure that the number of 
visitors has grown consider-
ably in the short life of the 
museum, that it is drawing 
visitors from Northern Vir-
ginia, Baltimore, Richmond 
and Virginia Beach.

He also read a few quotes 
including one from the Vir-
ginia Historical Society, 
which noted: “What a gem 
in the Northern Neck, qual-
ity presentation of story, we 
were wowed!"
Act II

Sparks opened his set by 
honoring the opera house 
and taking all back to 1917 
with “Row Row Row” from 
the Ziegfi eld Follies, said 
Thaxton. He followed with a 
variety of his original songs 
written of the region, includ-
ing the song “Baltimore,” 
which he wrote for the 
grand reopening of the Inner 
Harbor in Baltimore.

Sparks ended his set with 
the “Steamboatin” song  
which he created for the 
Steamboat Era Museum and 
he premiered at the 2010 
“Steamboatin” show.

During the second inter-
mission museum treasurer 
Randy Graham explained 
the recent loss $90,000 in 
museum funding.

Graham explained that 
as of 2008 all state funding 
of museums, the arts and 
nonprofi ts had stopped. The 
museum had in years prior 
received $60,000 in fund-
ing from the state. He fur-
ther explained that part of 
the lodging tax charged to 
guests of Irvington’s resort 
and inn had been gifted to 
the museum by the town 
of Irvington. This gift of 

$30,000 in 2008 decreased 
to $15,000 in 2009, to 
$5,000 in 2010 and to $500. 
proposed for 2011. With the 
loss of $90,000 the museum 
struggled. 

Many museums have 
had to close their doors. 
Fortunately the Steamboat 
Era Museum has gathered 
numerous patrons who see a 
great value in the existence 
of the museum and have 
supported it through dif-
fi cult times. Graham said it 
will continue to be diffi cult 
for all non-profi ts, museums 
and the arts, but those who 
fi nd value in preserving his-
tory and in education will do 
what they can to make sure it 
survives.
Act III

The Graham Brothers, 
David and Phillip, played 
simultaneously side by side 
their renditions of “Concerto 
No.1 in G Minor,” “Rhapos-
phy in Blue” and “Stars and 
Stripes” to a standing ova-
tion, said Thaxton. 

For an encore performance 
they together played a piece 
created by David Graham, 
a creative blending of “Old 
Man River” and “Keepin 
that Man ‘o Mine,” again to 
a standing ovation.

The Steamboat Era 
Museum deeply appreciates 
the talented musicians who 
gave of their time and skills 
in creating memorable per-
formances, Rev. John Farmer 
and Irvington Baptist Church 
for the use of their lovely 
venue, all the volunteers 
who worked so diligently 
to create this community 
event, Wilson, and Graham 
for explaining the museum’s 
mission, goals, and fi nancial 
forecast  and to all who came 
and rendered support, said 
Thaxton.

"We hope you enjoyed the 
show!" she said.

Steamboat Era Musem o� ers
concerts reminiscent of 
the days of the Opera House

Pierson Is Still Looking 
and Waiting for you!

Ad sponsored by Hometown Rentals
through The Animal Welfare League, 435-0822

120 Old
Fairgrounds Way
Kilmarnock, VA
(804) 435-3424

You may have seen me 
in last week’s paper---
-well, I am still here at 
Bayside Emporium.  I 
thought surely by now 

someone would fi nd it in 
their hearts to give me 
another chance.  I keep 
watching and hoping, 

but no one has come for 
me. I may have stretched 

the point about what a 
handsome dude I am, 

but not everything is in the looks.  Oh yes, I am a 
Plott/Mix, brindle color and very smart.  I am so anx-

ious to please and all I ask is that I am given a second 
chance at a better life than my past.  I will give you 

unconditional love and make you so happy you chose 
me.  I’m ready to go.  I have been totally vetted and 

up to date on everything.  I can come and visit a 
while and see if we are meant for each other.  We 
won’t make any commitments until both of us are 

very sure we want to be together.  I’ve been around 
for quite a while now and I’m getting very anxious.

Call Joyce Page 804 462-0091 
for further information on me.

Please come see me 
at Bayside Emporium--call fi rst-435-3548.

and Waiting for you!


